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ON THE DARKEST NIGHT in her political career last week, Margaret Thatcher played
her last card and lost. The woman who boasted in 1981 that the IRA had “played its
last card” with the H-Block hunger-strike, was toppled by the members of her own
party and has been replaced by John Major. The demand for Irish freedom has out-
lived Thatcher’s tyranny and her departure cannot but be greeted‘with satisfaction
by all lovers of freedom and peace. But the Thatcher era will only end for the Irish
people when her arrogant imperial policies are dumped as well.

Not since Cromwell did an indi-
vidual British political leader so per-
sonify the arrogance and cruelty
with which Ireland has been treated
by Britain. When she became prime
minister in 1979 her government
took up where their British Labour

P-nymdmuonlohoﬂincomi»

ture centres and jails, and on the
streets of the Six Counties. That ter-
ror was seen most starkly in the H-
Blocks of Long Kesh and Armagh
Jail, where British policy put hun-
dreds of young republicans through

ery plea for compromise in 1981
and allowed ten hunger-strikers to
die. But the dignity and determina-
tion of republican prisoners has
outlived and triumphed over
Thatcher’s arrogance. Thc hunger
strikes hed cri

the cruellest ordeal ever endured by
any prisoners in Irish history.
Unflinchingly, she ignored ev-

and the H-Blocks today are the
biggest single monument to the

futility of British policy in the Six
Counties.

Thatcher became one of the
most hated British leaders who ever
had anything to do with Ireland —
but no other British leader received
30 much co-operation from Dublin
governments. Successive Fine
Gael/Labour and Fianna Fail gov-
ernments surrendered more and
more sovereignty during the
eleven-and-a-half years of her reign
and tied themselves ever closer to
collaboration with her govemment’s
occupation of the Six Counties. No
matter how many times she kicked
them in the teeth, they always came
back to lick her boots.

Thatcher’s cruelty in Ireland was
matched by her contempt for the
working class in Britain itself and
her imperial strutting on the world
stage. She tried to restore Britain's
place in the world as an imperial
power through her “special relation-
ship” with the United States. She
was the best friend of Reagan and
Bush and the ally of apartheid
South Africa. Racism, and the will
to dominate, also lay at the root of
her Irish policy.

Now Thatcher is gone and we
rejoice at her passing. But her gov-
ernment’s Irish policy remains and
it is still based on the arrogant as-
sertion that Britain has the right to
decide the future of the Irish people.
If there is to be a post-Thatcher era,
it cannot signify real change unless
that policy is dumped. Now is the
time for all democrats in Ireland
and Britain to use the opportunity,
given by the demise of this most
anti-democratic of prime ministers,
to push for real democracy for the
Irish people. It is only by using this
opportunity, that the departure of
Thatcher will be followed before too
long by the departure of the British
occupation forces from Ireland.

— See pages 7, 8 and 9 for
AP/RN’s political obituary of

Margaret Thatcher.
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didate won out over Michael Heseltine and Douglas
Hurd in the Tory leadership stakes. Forty-eight
hours after John Major’s election, few people were
any the wiser. But the new British prime minister is
extremely unlikely to break from Thatcher's poli-
cies on Ireland.

Major is uniquely a product of Thatcherism. He
entered parliament in 1979, the day Margaret
Thatcher became prime minister, and held no high
office until July last year, when Thatcher plucked
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early 1982. But no-one can be sure of that. Major
has become captain of a very leaky ship. He may
sink without trace, just as he rose.

two bomb attacks on their family warnings of a device had been tele-
garage. North’s mother, Hazel, phoned to the RUC. The intended

One thing is, however, quite certain. Major’s
largest problem is in this country, whether he
knows it or not. Republicans were not beaten by
his predecessor and they will not be beaten by the
new man at Number 10. He would do well to think
about that and to break out of a cycle of violence
caused by the military occupation of the Six Coun-
ties. He has a chance to make peace. There can be
no new post-Thatcher era until that is done.

Still on the fence

SPEAKING on RTE radio last Sunday Charles Haughey
said that he would have “no objection’” to a referen-
dum on divorce. But typically, he refused to agree to
do anything about it. The only purpose in his state-
ment would seem to have been to counter the chal-
lenge from Fine Gael's new leader John Bruton on the
issue by appearing to be flexible. The tens of thou-
sands of victims of marriage breakdown who live in
legal limbo because of the denial of the right to di-
vorce could only look on in bewilderment.

They know better than anyone else that the divorce
issue is surrounded by hypocrisy — and not only from
Fianna Féil. The bungling nature of Garret FitzGerald's
1882-'87 Coaltion government and the right-wing na-
ture of his party bore a large part of the responsibility
for the failure of the divorce referendum in 1986. The
Blueshirt tradition which helped to create a narrow
confessional state in the 26 Counties is still alive and
well in Fine Gael and one of the major dilemmas for
the new leader is to reconcile it with the more ‘liberal’
wing.

But Fianna Féil, and Haughey in particular, were the
ones who really prevented this civil right from being
granted. Iif a fraction of Fianna Féil's claim to be the
party of leadership were true divorce would be on the
statute books today. It is the role of a political party to
help create consensus and give a lead towards neces-
sary change. Instead the Fianna Fail party officially sat
on the fence but allowed their elected representatives
to pander to some of the most reactionary forces in
the state.

Divorce is simply an essential civil right. Every day
Haughey and Fianna Fail sit on the fence is another
day of hardship for all those people, particularly wom-
en and children, trapped by broken marriages.
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British diplomat adm

personnel responding to the alert,
escaped injury in the blast.

SOLDIER INJURED
One British soldier suffered mi-
nor injuries when only the detona-
tor of a 100Ib bomb went off during

THE BRITISH EMBASSY in Washington, and the North-
ern Ireland Office, have been distancing the British gov-
ernment from comments made by a senior British
diplomat, during a speech to US businessmen on fair
employment in the Six Counties, at a conference in

Boston last week.

During his address, Sherard
Cowper-Coles, the British govern-
ment’s first secretary at its embassy
in Washington, described the

ionists as an “embarr to
the Westminster government”, said
they had “a lot in common with the
Afrikaaners in South Africa and the
Zionists in the kibbutzim in Israe|”
and told the conference that the
“worst and biggest mistake of the
British parliament had been to let
Northern Ireland govern itself be-
tween 1922 and 1972,

Speaking to the representatives
of some of the US's wealthiest cor-
pom!lluns: :rusls, universities and
statg legislators, who, toget
have $80 billion dispsrsa%lahi‘:\r:
vestment capital, Cowper-Coles
went on to say that the loyalists
had secured ‘dominance’ in the
Six Counties by “rigging the politi-
cal system, twisting the balance of
!ha ec?novV\y, manipulating hous-
ing policy and vj
i publin‘ifa"_ irtually every area

' The revelation of the British
diplomat’s remarks in a Dublin
newspaper on Sunda
26th, predictably prc\yllak":s:v\?::g::
amll.o.ulrage amongst unjonijsy
politicians, The DUP's Sammy Wil-
son reacted by identifying the entire
British Foreign Office as a “pit of
vipers", Describing Cprer-CoIeg

as a "second Gerry Adams”, Wilson
qiamissed the diplomat’s allega-
tions as “lies” and called for the
British envoy's immediate recall
from his Washington post.

_Official Unionist John Taylor de-
scribed the diplomat's comments as
"offensive" and said he would be
asking the foreign secretary to take
immediate action and dismiss Cow-
per-Coles as first secretary.

UNIONIST FURORE

In the wake of the unionist
furore, the British Press Officer at
the Washington Embassy claimed
that the first secretary’s comments
were “the private remarks of an in-
dividual quoted out of context” but
refused to explain how the com-
ments of a top British diplomat
made during a public address could
b_e regarded as ‘private’ and ‘indi-
Vidual'. He also refused to reveal
wh_elher speeches scheduled to be
delivered by British diplomats were
clearfad beforehand by the embassy.

Sinn Féin General Secretary Tom
Hartley described the diplomat’s re-
marks as consistent with the British
government’s Propaganda ploy of
Portraying itself ag “disinterested,
;}e‘leuclar!l and neutral” rather than
cour:v;lajor Protagonist in the Six

1es conflict. He continyed:

tached to the underside of his czr
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Paisley’s blood

~—————— BY TOM O’DWYER

DUP ANNUAL CONFERENCES are little more than
sectarian binges, but the 1990 conference on
Saturday was more bloodthirsty than normal as its
leaders revelled in Britain’s shoot-to-kill policy. The
open bigotry of speakers at the Castlereagh meeting
showed the real character of politics in the ‘de-
volved’ Stormont which is planned under the

Hillsborough Treaty.
Party leader lan Paisley said that
the way to deal with the IRA was by

© ROBINSON

“terminating them"”, but he mostly
restricted himself to denunciations
of Dublin, the SDLP and the
DublinLondon agreement, which is
designed to provide him with a new
power-base.

He left the stage free for his
deputy, Peter Robinson, to indulge
himself in the sort of rhetorical fling
which galvanises the murder gangs.
Again and again, Robinson repeat-
ed that he rejoiced when the British
army shot members of the IRA
dead. Copying Margaret Thatcher's
reaction to the Malvinas war, he
said:

“| rejoice that their terrorist ca-
reer is ended. | rejoice that they
have been transported from a mur-
der plot to a burial plot. | rejoice’in a
security forces victory.” Referring to
the shooting earlier this month in
County Tyrone, of INLA member
Alexander Patterson, he said that he
hoped Thatcher, “like me, was kick-
ing her legs in the air when she was
told about Victoria Bridge”.

Interestingly enough, he does
not pretend that Britain isn’t in-

count’ of the conference, nor did
RTE. But the Irish Independent
chose not to report the annual get-
together-to-beat-the-Taigs at all.
Clearly, the language was just too
strong for the delicate ears of their
reporters.

The exultation was not confined
to the teetotal wing of the DUP.
Sammy Wilson, one of the party’s
‘wets’, gave a warning to national-
ists from the party he called “the
conscience of unionism”. There
was a red-white-and-blue majority

volved in a war with republ
forces:

“If they are caught... while in-
volved in an act of terrorism, they
should be shot on the spot, and
shot dead. That is what happens in
a war.” Another member concluded
his oration to loud claps repeating
the phrase “gun them down”.

NOT REPORTED
The Irish News, the Belfast ‘na-
tionalist’ daily newspaper, reported
none of these remarks in its ‘ac-

in the Six Counties and, in any re-
vamped Stormont, “that is going to
be the colour of any administration
in Northern Ireland”.

The burden of Paisley’s main ad-
dress concerned the stalemate in
the ‘talks-about-talks’ process which
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“To the table where such talks
take place, the Irish government can
have no representation, for they
have no right to be at that table.
The only people who have a right to
be at that table are the constitution-
al political parties and the represen-
tatives of Her Majesty’s govern-
ment.”

ANOTHER STORMONT

These talks will not move onto
the next stage until there is, in the
words of the two governments,
“substantial progress”. But Paisley
made it quite clear that it would be
the unionists who would “decide
whether there is such substantial
progress”. For years, republicans
have warned that Hillsborough was
designed to produce another
Stormont.

There was overwhelming sup-
port for a motion to simply ban
Sinn Féin councillors — “thugs and
former bombers” — from councils.
In a clear attempt to turn elected
ives into targets for the

involves a ‘temporary susp

of the Hillsborough Treaty. He blunt-
ly ruled out any participation by the
Dublin government in the talks to
prepare for the planned Six-County
administration:

repr

death-squads, Councillor Wallace
Browne said Sinn Féin council
members “are the same ruthless
conspirators who plan and exe-
cute... murders”.

BY ART MAC EOIN

SIX-COUNTY DIRECT-RULER Peter Brooke and Dublin
premier Charles Haughey both visited the border region
on Monday, November 26th, for the official commence-
ment of work to re-open the Ballinamore/Ballyconnell
Canal which will link the Shannon and Erne rivers, mak-
ing it possible, once again, to travel by water from
Limerick right up to Beleek, County Fermanagh.

As Haughey arrived in
Ballinamore, County Leitrim, to un-
veil a plaque marking the restora-
tion of the waterway, he was met
with a crowd of anti-extradition
demonstators.

Local Sinn Féin Councillor Liam
McGirl said that he welcomed the
canal development, saying that
Sinn Féin saw it as providing badly
needed infrastructure for this de-
prived area of Leitrim, West Cavan
and South Fermanagh:

“However, | feel | must draw at-
tention to the hypocritical stance of
Peter Brooke who, while supporting
this development, is also responsi-
ble, through his government's re-
pressive measures, for the cratering
and closure of over 100 cross bor-
der roads in this area.”

McGirl pointed out that “there is
now not one road open between
Leitrim and Fermanagh. The few
roads that are open in West Cavan
have major British military check-
points where British troops make a
policy of harassing the local popula-
tion and make life difficult for the
local farming community. This mili-
tarisation of the border area sets in

@ PEADAR NEARY

perspective today’s grandiose de-
velopment and on behalf of the lo-
cal population we demand the de-
militarisation of the border area, the
re-opening of all blocked roads and
the removal of all military check-
points.

NOT SOLUTION
““The drive towards tourism,
while to be welcomed, will not on

b,

hypocrite and a politician who be-
lieves in expediency rather than
principles. Thatcher has learned the
truth of the maxim ‘a week is a long
time in politics”. The struggle of the
Northern nationalists has outlived
her and she has had to concede that
it's a long road that has no turning.
We say to you, end collaboration
now.”

PEOPLE DETERMINED

At the Slieve Russell Hotel in
Ballyconnell, County Cavan, where
Brooke and Haughey met, there
was a picket of 40 residents from
the Cavan/Fermanagh border area
highlighting the destruction of
cross-border communications by
British forces. During the course of
the meeting in the hotel, Peader
Neary, spokesperson for the

its own solve Leitrim’s p —_
of which the major one is popula-
tion decline. We ask Mr Haughey to-
day, what future for Leitrim? Each
year sees even greater flight to New
York or London where our young
people risk their lives day and daily
on building sites or as illegals. We
must have industry — a factory that
provides long-term jobs or Mr
Haughey, is the future for Leitrim to
be a forest for American tourists?”

McGirl concluded by referring to
the meeting between Haughey and
Brooke:

“Finally, Mr Haughey, as you
have chosen our area as the venue
for talks with Mr Brooke on a ‘new
formula’ for the Northern situation,
let me say to you that there can be
no internal settlement which will
bring real peace. Further collabora-
tion or capitulation to the British on
your part will not bring peace. The
issue of partition and the British
presence must be faced up to. The
Hillsborough Treaty is now clearly
seen to be what Thatcher designed
it to be — a grand security agree-
ment which ties your government
into sanctioning British repression
in the North, massive military ha-
rassment and shoot-to-kill opera-
tions against nationalists.

“Extradition is contrary to your
own party policy as seen at its last
Ard Fhéis, and you stand today as a

demonstrators, handed in a letter to
Brooke and Haughey, which docu-
mented the case against border
road destruction and the haemor-
rhaging of natural communities.
Afterwards Neary put on record
that the determination of the people
of West Cavan and South
Fermanagh to re-open closed bor-
der roads would continue irrespec-

tive of new Westminster legislation
and the attempts of Haughey's
Garda and army to thwart their ef-
forts.

Sinn Féin County Councillor
Caoimhghin O Caolain strongly cas-
tigated Haughey's double stan-
dards:

“| have continually challenged
Charles Haughey to adhere to his
claimed concern for the plight of
border communities as stated in his
Bodenstown speech, but to no
avail. Gardai and Irish soldiers con-
tinue to play a key role in the British
army'’s destructive efforts to impose
their writ on people living on both
sides of this imposed divide.

""While welcoming the com-
mencement of work on the canal
and the resultant benefits that
should accrue from the opening of
this improved inland waterway, |
can only regard Mr Haughey’s par-
ticipation and p| as
wholly hypocritical. This Taoiseach,
in his efforts to confuse the public,
seems no longer to know his own
mind.”

Several community associations
from different border areas also is-
sued statements pointing to the

©® LIAM McGIRL
hypocrisy of Brooke and Haughey.
The South Tyrone/North Monaghan
Community Association invited
Haughey to visit their area of the
border and see for himself the ex-
tent of the destruction and the de-
gree of disruption caused to the lo-
cal community.

“Mr Haughey is happy to meet
Peter Brooke. But, is he as ready to
meet with the ordinary people in his
own state who suffer under
Brooke’s rule,” said the associa-
tion’s secretary Mary Treanor.




BY ART Mac EOIN

DE.SSIE ELLIS, the first person to be extradited to
Britain on political charges by a 26-County government,
made his second appearance in an English court on
Thursday, November 22nd. Ellis was present for the
hearing at Arbour Square Court, London, at which the
prosecution asked for a further remand, claiming that
the alleged evidence against Ellis was not yet fully com-
piled and that they required a further four weeks to
supply the necessary papers to the defence.

The fact that the prosecution did
not have their papers ready at
Dessie’s first British court appear-
ance in London’s Bow Street on the
day of his extradition, led to heavy
criticism from the Irish Anti-
Extradition Committee which point-
ed out that elaborate security pre-
cautions for Dessie's transportation
to Britain had been planned well in
advance by the London and Dublin
governments, despite the fact that
there was no material evidence pre-
pared against him.

Last week the judge in Arbour
Square said that it had been unclear
as to whether Dessie Ellis would ap-
pear in court on the day, and
Dessie's defence counsel, Gareth
Peirce, agreed, saying that she had
understood the medical report car-
ried out on Dessie that morning
would determine him unfit to at-
tend. Peirce also reminded the
press that they are only entitled to
report on facts pertaining to the
case as it stood against Dessie, and
she criticised one newspaper for

ort with a hefdline
reference to “Terror court .;rs}::
Liverpool Echo of November L
carried an article on t‘he enfimgh
Dessie’s hunger-strike with the
headline "Extradited |RA man eats
again”, demonstrating once ag'alz
the manner in which the .B(l(ls.
press acts as judge .and jury Itl';
charges concerning Irish suspec
on political charges.

Dessie was remanded in custody
until November 29th, to appear
again on December 20th.

Meanwhile, in Ireland, thg'canj-
paign against political extradition |?
being revitalised in the wake 0
Dessie’s hand-over, with a num!)er
of events schecuied for the coming
weeks. On Tuesday, December 4th,
the appeals of Paul Mag'ee and
Michael McKee against their extra-
dition to the Six Counties will b'e
heard. There will be an anti-extradi-
tion picket on the Four Courts from
10am.

carrying a rep

® DONNA MAGUIRE

There are serious implications
for other Irish prisoners held in cus-
tody in Europe if the extradition of
this young woman proceeds. For
example, if Donna Maguire is extra-
dited to Holland, she will face legis-
lation which presumes guilt by as-
sociation and is comparable to
conspiracy charges in British
courts.

In Holland, Article 140 of the le-

T

lin Council of Trade
Unio:: (%t(l:l;U), which 'campangnetf
inst Ellis’s exiradition, has or:
agal'md ublic meeting for that
g?n:eona RNhy Trade Unioni_sts
glh%u':d Oppose Extvadiliop'. Urging
workers and trade uhnmv[;}l:s_ﬁJ t:;’:
eting, the
:i'i]:: E"jl':a:‘:unic?nis(s have filways
been to the forefront of resistance
to injustice, whether at home Of
abroad. Dessie Ellis cannot be guar
anteed justice ina B_rmsh court.
Cases like the Birmingham Six
show that clearly.

“Apart from this indiv_idual case,
the Trades Council is against the ex-
tradition arrangements between ?he
South and Britain. The extradition
deal is part of the way the Haughey
government and lhe‘Brlnsh Tory
governmen! are workm_g toqeth'er
to try to stabilise the situation in
their own interests. :

"These are two anti-working-

class right-wing governments, re-

A BELGIAN COURT is to sit today, to decide whether
to extradite 23-year-old Newry woman, Donna
Maguire, to either Holland or Germany. Donna
Maguire has been held in custody in Belgium for sev-
eral months, despite the contention of her legal repre-
sentatives that she has no case to answer. The
lawyers believe that this is the reason why the extradi-
tion of their client is being sought.

gal code allows for the conviction
of a person for any action carried
out by an organisation to which
they belong, even where the indi-
vidual can prove that they had no
personal involvement. Introduced
in(the early ‘60s, Article 140 was
originally designed to deal with ma-
Jor cases of fraud but more recently
it has been used against squatters.

Deported men fear
assassination

“WE NOW fear we could be assassinated by loyalist
paramilitaries.” This was the concern voiced last week
(Wednesday, November 21st) by Strabane man Thomas
Brennan who, together with his brother Michael, their
friend Daniel Breslin, also from Strabane, and Colm
O’Neill, from Armagh, was recently arrested and de-
tained in London under the Prevention of Terrorism
Act. The four young Irishmen were subsequently de-
ported from England and had three-year exclusion or-

ders served upon them.
Speaking at a press conference
in Derry, organised by the
Committee Against Repression and
chaired by Strabane Sinn Féin
Councillor Ivan Barr, the four laid
the blame for their possible target-
ing by loyalist death-squads firmly
at the door of an anti-Irish racist
British media, which had reported
their arrests in a sensationalist and

hysterical manner. The media had
deliberately ignored the reality that
the four were working-class
Irishmen forced to emigrate —
three from Strabane, the North's
unemployment blacksoot — in
search of work. Instead it had print-
ed totally unfounded allegations,
portraying them as IRA activists and
thereby endangering their lives.

Describing his ordeal at the
hands of the British Anti-Terrorist
Squad, Thomas Brennan said that he
had been baby-sitting at a friend's
flat when, at 11am, they kicked down
the front door and proceeded to in-
terrogate him in front of the three
young children who were terrifieq by
the police intrusion. He was then
handcuffed and taken away. In spite
of the fact that he was told by the
poli«_:e during his second day in de-
(em'wn that they had no evidence
against him, he was held for a fur-
ther six days. Brennan later told how
seven Yveeks ago, purely because of
his nationality, he had been held for
one hour under the PTA at Heath,
Anr!n')n on his return to England
a Visit home to Ireland, For the
reason he was also placey
lice surveillance that sam
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£
association 9: serious impiica-
tions for any Irish person facing so-
called ‘terrorist’ charges in Euicge,

Commenting on the possible ex.
tradition of Maguire, Sinn Fein’s
POW Department called for
Maguire's immediate release and
reiterated their condemnation of
the extradition of Irish people to
face politically-related charges,
Department spokesperson Richard
May said:

"We hope that those people
who supported Dessie Ellis, and
other victims of extradition, wil
come out in support of Donna
Maguire and other Irish prisonefs
being held in European jails, m.os(
of whom have to endure total
lation for the duration of their im
prisonment there.”




BY LIAM O COILEAIN meeemet
TH_E LATEST TRAGIC INCIDENT in the Irish Sea in
Wwhich four Scottish fishermen were killed by a British
nyc[ear submarine, is only the latest in a long series of
similar incidents involving military submarines. The

danger is so great that fishermen have nick

Irish Sea ‘Death Alley’.

_ The Antares, based at Carradale,
Kintyre, was fishing off the Isle of
Arran early on Thursday, November
22nd, when it was sunk. The hunter-
killer submarine HMS Trenchant got
caught up in the 55-foot trawler's
nets and dragged it down.
According to the sub's report, it sur-
faced, unsuccessfully tried to con-
tact two nearby trawlers by radio,
could see nothing amiss and so left
the area.

The Royal Navy's Neptune sub-
marine base at Faslane on the
Clyde is only a few miles away from
where last week's tragedy occurred.
Also nearby is Holy Loch, the
largest US Navy submarine base
outside the US itself. From these
bases operate the nuclear subs
which have been responsible for
many deaths of seafarers in the
Irish Sea. Most of these incidents
have been surrounded by strict mili-
tary secrecy but the Antares sinking
has thrown dramatic new light on
the dangers posed by the killer
subs.

Local fishermen in the Clyde
have highlighted the practice of
‘sucker fishing” by submarines and
have pointed out the likelihood that
the Antares was a victim of this.
Sucker fishing is where subs delib-
erately travel underneath surface
vessels to hide from spy satellites.

In this incident the Royal Navy
has admitted to being involved in
the sinking of the trawler. However,
denials and secrecy have been the
order of the day for military official-
dom in relation to the bulk of inci-
dents involving submarines in the
Irish Sea, incidents which include
the loss of nets, collisions, sinkings
and many deaths. There has been a
secrecy about all this which fisher-
men are paying for with their lives.

NO WARNINGS

The waters of the Irish Sea are
used by NATO submarines, espe-
cizlly British and US, en route to
and from their bases and on exer-
cises. Soviet submarines also carry
out tracking exercises around the
Irish and British coasts. NATO regu-
larly holds naval exercises, during
which there is a marked increase in
submarine traffic through the Irish
Sea from bases on the Clyde in
Scotland but it does not announce
when such exercises are taking
place. This task of issuing warnings
to mariners has been shouldered
over the past three years by the lsle
of Man-based Celtic League, follow-
ing numerous incidents in which
surface vessels have lost their gear,
been towed, involved in collisions
or even sunk due to submarine ac-
tivity in the area. Modern sub-
marines can travel at more than 40
knots submerged. The League has
been monitoring general military
activities in Celtic countries and wa-
ters since 1979 and incidents involv-
ing military submarines in particu-
lar, since 1982.

In April of that year, one of the
League's members photographed a
submarine off the west coast of the
1sle of Man, only the day before an
Irish trawler, the Sheralga, fishing
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wave”. A submarine was seen to

briefly surface in the vicinity just

three hours later. The crews of oth-

er trawlers fishing nearby saw no

sign of the mysterious wave and lo-

cals believed a submarine was re-
ibl

d the

for prawn out of Clogherhead in
Louth, was dragged under by the
Royal Navy diesel/electric subma-
rine, the Porpoise. Only a few min-
utes beforehand, the trawler
Crimson Dawn, fishing nearby, had
lost its nets in unexplained circum-
stances. The submarine, against all
the rules of maritime law, failed to
stop following the accident, instead
continuing on its way and leaving
the Sheralga’s crew to their fate. By
pure chance another vessel spotted
the five men and they were picked
up. The British Ministry of Defence
(MOD) initially claimed that no
Royal Navy submarines had been in
the area that day, or for a number of
days previously, but the photograph
forced an official admission two
weeks later. No disciplinary action
was taken against the commanding
officer of the submarine.

Early in 1988, the Royal Navy fi-
nally paid compensation to the
crew, six years after the incident. In
August of that year a spokesperson
for the MOD refused to comment
“on any allegations made by the
Celtic League”, but admitted that in
the previous ten years there had
been nine claims, totalling
£500,000, arising out of incidents in-
volving Royal Navy submarines and
trawlers.

CALLOUS INDIFFERENCE
JB Moffat of the Celtic League
says that in the cases of around 80
incidents, including 23 sinkings in
the Irish Sea over the past decade,
with over 100 deaths, there is
strong evidence to suggest that
submarines may have been respon-
sible. He says that all 16 NATO
states and the Soviets have “a cal-
lous indifference to the safety of
civilians”.

In September 1987, the Irish
trawler, Boy Shaun, sank and four
members of a Donegal family were
drowned off Malin Head. The sole
survivor, John McDaid, said that the
trawler had been sunk by “a freak

In January 1988, a Polaris sub-
marine, Resolution, was nearly crip-
pled in the Firth of Clyde when its
nuclear reactor came close to a

Itd , the con of
which would have been of
Chernobyl-like proportions.

Official figures released by the
United States government in 1989
revealed that worldwide, its sub-
marines had been involved in 42
collisions since 1983.

In February 1988 the 60-foot
trawler, Summer Morn, was
dragged backwards at a speed of
three knots for ten miles off the Isle
of Man coast before the crew man-
aged to cut their vessel loose. It is
believed that a 360-foot-long, 6,000
ton US Los Angeles class hunter-
killer nuclear sub was responsible.
If the nets on the vessel had been
attached over the side instead of

BRITISH NAVY CLAIMS FOUR MORE LIVES

Killer subs stal

the stern it would have capsized
and been dragged down. The US
government later paid $29,300 com-
pensation to the crew

In July 1988 the Royal Navy nu-
clear submarine Conqueror sank a
British army yacht in a freak acci-
dent. Four soldiers were thrown
overboard but all were rescued un-
hurt by a naval frigate.

The 22-member crew of the rac-
ing yacht Drum had a miraculous
escape later the same month when
it was rammed by a submarine
while taking part in a race off the
coast of Scotland. Only the split-
second response of a crew member
avoided a head-on collision as the
yacht swerved sharply. It received a
20-foot-long and three-fcot-wide
gash in the collision. The subma-
rine, which the MOD admitted was
the non-nuclear Otus, of the Oberon
class, powered by diesel engines,
was said to have been “snorting” at
periscope depth at the time.

FREAK WAVE
In September 1988 the crabber,
Inspire, was sunk nine miles north
of Fishguard with the loss of three
men. The boat was capsized in
good weather by a freak wave and
Sam Skinner, the sole survivor, was
d that NATO submarine ex-
ercises, in progress in the area,
were responsible for creating the
wave. The RNLI lifeboat crew
agreed with him.
In July 1989 however, a major
inquest in Fishguard refused to
countenance evidence that the
“mystery wave” which swamped
and sank the crabbing vessel had in
fact been caused by a submarine.
An expert witness commissioned
by Skinner, and who was convinced
that the wave had been caused by a
submarine, was refused a hearing
by the coroner. Commander Arnold
Lightoller of the MOD told the in-
quest that there were no British or
NATO submarines in the area that
day. The case was taken further and
the High Court in London ordered
the British Defence Secretary Tom
King to produce the logs of sub-
marines operating in the Irish Sea
in September ‘88. He was given two
weeks to do so but failed and is
now in contempt of court.
In March of 1989 two vessels
sank in mysterious circumstances.

k Irish Sea

The Tijl Uilenspiegel sank off the
east coast of Ireland with the loss of
its five-member crew. Shortly be-
fore going down the skipper had ra-
dioed home: "All is well, lovely
weather, we are fishing.” The vessel
was considered to be exceptionally
stable, being described in profes-
sional journals as “the trawler that
cannot capsize”. A damaged sub-
marine, the HMS Opossum, was
spotted within a couple of weeks in
the eastern Irish Sea. The second
mystery sinking that month was the
Girl Fiona, a Scottish vessel from
the Islay area, lost with its crew of
two off the northern Irish coast.

In September 1989, an Irish
trawler, Contestor, was dragged
backwards for about ten miles in
the Irish Sea, 23 miles east of
Skerries, when a communications
buoy, being towed by a Royal Navy
submarine, got caught up in its
nets. The buoy came loose eventu-
ally and the five crew members
managed to drag it aboard.

No action was taken against the
commander of the offending sub-
marine, despite Royal Navy
Commodore Hoddinott’s statement
in Fishing News that: “Submarine
commanders have strict orders that
if they become entangled with a
vessel’s gear or believe they have,
they must surface carefully, disen-
tangle the gear and check with the
fishing vessel that there are no in-
juries.”

Following that incident, JB
Moffat commented: “The Royal
Navy's discipline and morality has
obviously not improved much since
the commander of HM Submarine
Porpoise sank the MFV Sheralga in
1982. On that occasion, the crew
abandoned to their fate were res-
cued by another vessel — some
since have not been so lucky.”

NUCLEAR DANGERS

Tragically, last week's incident
has once again proved the truth of
the Celtic League's assertions.
Successive 26-County govern-
ments, as with so many other is-
sues involving the British, have
been conspicuous only for their si-
lence on the danger posed to Irish
citizens by these underwater nucle-
ar marauders, despite the number
of incidents which occur so regular-
ly. The presence of so many nucle-
ar-powered subs, as well as proving
a deadly threat to other vessels,
adds to the nuclear dangers in the
Irish Sea which has a potential
Chernobyl on its doorstep in the
Sellafield nuclear plant, and is the
most radioactive stretch of sea in
the world.

Frank Doyle, the secretary gen-
eral of the Irish Fishermens’
Organisation said, following the
sinking of the Antares:

“I have always said that these
accidents are only waiting to hap-
pen. This has happened, | have no
doubt that others will happen, and
they will happen for as long as the
present methods of operating sub-
marines up and down the Irish Sea
continues. There has been no at-
tempt at all by the submarine au-
thorities to come to grips with the
problems that they are causing to
other maritime users, particularly
the fishermen. The answer is, quite
simply, that vessels be obliged to
travel on the surface. It's as simple
as that but nobody in authority
wants to know about it.”
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Crumlin Road Jail.

committee continued:

family relationships.

B

Crum Christmas
visits cut

THE CRUMLIN Road Relatives’ Action
Committee has criticised the decision of
the Northern Ireland Office (NIO) to cut
.Christmas visits to prisoners on remand in

The British government decision means that prisoners
will now have only two, instead of three, visits at
Christmas and was described by the relatives as "a further
erosion of the already limited rights of remand prisoners,
who, under the law, are innocent until proven guilty”. The

"At times like Christmas there should be more facilities
for uniting families and their children and not less. At pre-
sent, only two children at a time are allowed in on a visit,
s0 in the case where there are three or more children in a
family, these children will be denied the opportunity of
seeing their father as a family unit. We, the relatives, are
calling for the right to family visits in order to maintain

“There will be no visits from December 22nd until
December 27th, which takes in the whole of the Christmas
period. If we are to be reduced to two visits, we are calling
for those to be of longer duration and for the visits we are
losing to be replaced at a later date.

“We call on the NIO to show some humanity towards the
relatives of those unconvicted prisoners this Christmas, in
what is supposed to be the season of goodwill.”
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@ (From left) Anne Speed, Frank Connolly
and Martin McGuin

road to

THE LATEST in a series of 26-County-wide P:‘:'}c
meetings entitled Meet Sinn Féin, was he26 ;‘n
Dublin city centre on Monday, November 26t :
The meeting was chaired by Frank Connolly o
Dublin Sinn Féin and addressed by two of ﬂ‘w
party’s Ard Chomhairle members, Martin
McGuinness and Anne Speed.

McGuinness outlined his
own experience of discrimi-
nation as a young man grow-
ing up in Derry, his gradual
politicisation and growing
awareness
reformable nature of the
Northern state. He detailed
the alienation of a large sec-
tion of the nationalist popula-
tion following the onslaught
of state violence in the late

Derry”.

of the ir-

‘60s — "before the IRA had
fired a shot or caused one ex-
plosion on the streets of

He said that it was this sit-
uation which had led people
to resort to armed struggle
but added that nobody
—"not the British govern-
ment, not the 26-County gov-
ernment, not the unionists
nor the nationalist communi-

McGuinness maps

peace

ty, can be proud that through
those 20 years people have

lost their lives”.
He said that as the

they could not defeat t
they enlisted the help
SDLP, the Catholic hie

and the 26-County govern-
ment. “They believe that only
by garnering the resources of
the Irish establishment will

republican resistance

came to the realisation that

Six Counties be defeated,”

END THE DIVISION
He said that there had to
be a radical attempt to end

the division

and the gy
the Irish p
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British COLLABORATION

She said the extradition iy
is a classic example of the gy
laboration practiced by the
Dublin establishment Who, she
said, were fearful of challeng
Britain “because thejr social,
economic and political interesty
and their very future is tied up
with ensuring that this state ra
mains as it is".

Referring to Charlie Hayg-

he IRA
of the
rarchy

in the

he said. He cited the hey's govemment,sheasied:
Hillsborough Treaty as a part “What other politcal leade
of this policy. would retain the so-called credi

bilty they have now if they had
to participate in a forum of
broader political interests and
a society that wished to be more
politically secular?”

Fianna Fail forces ano

——— BY ART Mac EOIN m———
DESPITE various attempis by opposition councillors to
stop a rent rise for Dublin’s 33,000 Corporation tenants,
Fianna Féil members on the City Council pushed
through a hike which will mean increases of between
50p and £1.50 a week. The new increases will be effec-

tive from next January.

While the council’s monthly
meeting of Monday, November
26th, forced rent rises on the work-
ing class of Dublin, the Corporation
continues to lose millions of
pounds each year, through giving

big business and financial institu-
tions tax incentives to set up in sites
such as the latest Customs House
Docks Development. However, a
counter proposal by Independent
Councillor Tony Gregory that the

city’s estimates be amended to
raise extra finance, through an in-
crease in rates on commercial
premises, was voted down by the
Fianna Fail block on the council.
Sinn Féin has hit out at the latest
increases which the party says will
affect those who can least afford it,
pointing out that 70% of Corporation
tenants are social welfare recipients,
They drew attention to the fact that
social welfare increases of 3% last
July were in no way adequate
enough to provide for the latest in-

creases, saying that this would be
swallowed up paying the extra rent.

The party’s South Inner City
spokesperson,  Micheal o}
Muireagain condemned the rent ris-
es saying: “These increases have
now become an annual occurrence
and can be seen as re-introducing
Water charges through the back
door.

“l would call on people to react
to this latest attack by raising the is-
sue through their local community
groups and demand that a stop be

ther rent hike

put to this unjust laxatipn.
Corporation tenants do not object
to paying rent and an increase
would not be so bad if they weré
genuinely getting value for mo_nt%
But the quality of service g'OV'd‘d
by Dublin Corporation is ridiculous.
*| would ask people also 0
member those local elected reP™
sentatives who voted for the &t
increases. People must orga"l'i:;
and put pressure on these P"m‘
cians to ensure that they 9¢t/
message that it is unacceptable:

UDR implicated in

assassination

YET ANOTHER ATTEMPT on Sinn Féin Councillor
Brendan Curran’s life was foiled when Curran cancelled
a meeting he was scheduled to attend, after details of
the meeting were taken by a UDR patrol.

On Thursday, November 15th, a
number of people who had attend-
ed an anti-extradition meeting at
the Sinn Féin Centre in Lurgan,
were held and searched by a UDR
patrol as they left the office to re-
turn home. Amongst the group was
the local Sinn Féin cumann secre-
tary who had details of a meeting
which was to be held on the follow-

ing Thursday. During the course of
a search, the UDR carefully record-
ed the time and place of the meet-
ing.
Conaslols oficalluslonibeh

the UDR and loyalist death-squads,
the decision was taken to cancel the
Thursday meeting and re-schedule
the time and place. It was a decision
Brendan Curran believes saved his

set-up

life. Curran continues:

“The original Thursda i
was called at short notic: :r‘\ze\‘l'v:g
not a regular meeting. No-one
(.:ould have known about the meet-
ing outside those People who were
to be invited. Whep the UDR
showed such Particular interest in
the details of the meeting, and gjy-
en their history of collusion with
loyalist murder 9angs, we decided
to cancel the meeting and re-sched-
ule it for a later date.*

The cancelled meetin had
scheduled for Tpm. Shgonly ::t:r:

7.30pm that night a well-known loy-
al]s( was identified in the area of the
Sinn Féjn office where the meeting
Was originally to be held. Curran
believes there is little doubt that a
Ipvaliul death-squad had been
tipped off about the meeting and

were geared for an assassination at-
tempt,

RUC PHONE CALL

‘Shorﬂy after 8pm, Curran re-
ceived a phone call from the RUC
who Wanted to know if he had any
Mmeetings planned for that night.

urran continues:
l”The RUC man who phoned me
said lh§l the RUC had received in-
lur_mntlon concerning a meeting
Wwhich was to be held that night and
::‘aerned Me to be extra careful if
i re Was such a meeting. Earlier

at evening, loca| Sinn Féin activist
Sheena Campbell had also received
a phone call, this time the caller did
not reveal hig identity. In the call

Sheena, who would have beeq‘d.:‘;‘(
ing me to the meeting hadnl
been cancelled, was also W'
be very careful.
“What this incide o
shows is the continuing a" ool
collusion of the UDR Wit il
death-squads. Only those l;.m
who were to attend the mh‘ i
and the UDR were party ‘|°d a0
tails of that meeting. | woul i "
know why the RUC Mn'oalio""
to inform me of an aasassl"“j" o
tempt on my life at 8 m:' of
hour after that meeting wforﬂ‘i“h(
uled to start. In the 1ast o !
nine people in Lurg
Portadown have been 10 arW"'l
RUC that their name;:n ’W:
etails have been pa i
?s!‘dea(h»squad. W““,‘.""“:,awrr
collusion between l;inﬂ!r angd
forces and loyalist m{* Zn’mn(ly
nationalists need to | s
vigilant of their own
rity.”
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— The forked tongue of
Margaret Hilda Thatcher

Thatcher the philosopher
A woman’s most important job
is to stay at home and take care of
the family. Women must not feel
guilty to stay at home, — Glasgow,
April 1979.
000
You hear about these atrocities,
but you don't expect them to hap-
pen to you. — Brighton, October
1984, after the Grand Hotel bomb-
ing which nearly killed her,
00
This word alienation... (is) not a
good one. — Speakmg in Nove-
mber 1984 of ‘nationalist alien-
ation’, a euphemism for Sinn Féin
support.
000
If you ever get trial by television
or guilt by accusation, that day free-
dom dies. — On the Granada TV
programme, Death on the Rock,
which exposed the killings of
Danny McCann, Mairéad Farrell and
Sean Savage, May 1988,
(0/0/e]
it is improper for any country to
acquire territory through war. — In
Japan, October 1989.
000
You cannot stifle or suppress a
paop/es deslre Ior liberty. — On the

most shameful rag only days before
she was forced to resign.

Thatcher the historian
The challenge which the IRA
have been mounting against our
political system is still being con-
tained. — Airey Neave Memorial
Lecture, London, March 1980.

There will be no political status.
— Visit to Six Counties, March 1981.

000

This is the IRA's last card... The
government will never grant politi-
cal status, no matter how much
hunger-striking there may be. —
Statement in Westminster after the
death of Bobby Sands, May 1981.
The govarnment subsequently
granted the five demands of the
hunger-strikers in all but name.

000

No-one has asked me to com-
promise on the prisoners’ demands.
— At a luncheon in Stormont
Castle, June 1981. She had publicly
been asked to do so by Cardinal O
Fiaich, but had not been asked by
Charlie Haughey.

000
| have got nothing to do with
any org ion that practises vio-

| in East G Y,
November 1989.
000
No democratic country can vol-
untarily abandon its responsibility
in a part of its territory against the
will of the majority of the popula-
tion there. — Airey Neave Memorial
Lecture, London, March 1980.
000
You have to be prepared to de-
fend the things in which you believe
and be prepared to use force if that
is the only way to secure the future
of liberty and self-determination. —
Westminster, April 1982, on the
Malvinas war.
000
Your 21st anniversary offers
tremendous encouragement to a
prime minister, eleven-and-a-half
years into office, the Sun has be-
come a great British institution. If it
can come up fresh and bubbling
and vital every day for 21 years,
then so can I. And | shall do so. —
Paying tribute to Fleet Street’s

And Lo those who
chaim that the Forum

report 15 3 dead 1saue
1canonlysay - [
oven!! [,
== X

lence. | have never seen anyone
from the ANC, PLO or IRA, nor will |
have any truck with those organisa-
tions. — October 1987. Within the
last three years, her ministers have
spoken with both the PLO and the
ANC and she met Nelson Mandela,
ANC vice-president.

000
| asked today how long the Irish
problem had been going on. | only
thought 400 years, but was told 700
years. — After European Summit,
February 1988.

000
The withdrawal is a great tribute
to the resistance who never let up
the fight in their own country. —
Thatcher on the withdrawal of
Soviet troops from Afghanistan,
February 1989.
000
| can give you a categorical
assurance that the Provisional IRA
campaign will not be allowed to
succeed. — January 1986.

Y =
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During visit to US, July 1985.

Thatcher the democrat

Starve the terrorists of the oxy-
gen of publicity. — Speech to
American Bar Association, July
1985,

We know in our heart of hearts
that if you never use force, then a
tyrant will win. — May 1986

1 have no personal feelings ex-
cept of hatred and contempt for vio-
lence... | have always voted for the
return of capital punishment. —
After the ‘Brighton bomb’ trial,
June 1986.

000

When that happens, the things
they can decide at Stormont will no
longer need to be decided in the
present way under the Anglo-Irish
Agreement. — Speaking about de-
volution in an interview on
Downtown Radio, Belfast, May
1986.

| fully agree with what the hon-
ourable member has said. —
Replying to statement from a
unionist MP that the Six-County ju-
diciary with its no-jury Diplock
courts, “is fair and impartial and
ranks with the best in the Western
world”,

000

Utterly disgraceful. — On an
Amnesty International report which
said that there was evidence that
the Gibraltar killings were “extra-

judicial executions”, April 1988.

Thatcher the geographer

...a citizen of the United King-
dom, resident in the United
Kingdom... — speaking about
Bobby Sands MP, seven weeks on
hunger-strike, during a visit to
Saudi Arabia, April 1981.

Northern Ireland is part of the
United Kingdom — as much as my
constituency (Finchley) is. —
Westminster, November 1981

Thatcher the diplomat
Increasingly we are getting de-
ined and effective co-operation

Actuoaly [ Chumk £
Just another considered
From the

from the Irish authorities. — Visit to
Six Counties, March 1981.
000
Rejoice! — Response in Down-
ing Street, April 1982, to the cap-
ture of South Georgia, an uninhab-
ited island in the South Atlantic
and the ‘defeat’ of a token
Argentinian force there. Days later,
she ordered the sinking of the
Argentinian cruiser General
Belgrano and the killing of over 380
servicemen, although the ship was
outside the war zone and was
steaming away from it.
000
Rubbish! — Response to
Cardinal O Fiaich’s statement sug-
gesting that the British operate a

her little
finger!

Nothing is ruled out. — Thatcher

threatens internment after the

Ballygawley IRA attack which killed
eight British soldiers in August
1988.

OO0
How Europeans explored and
colonised, and yes, without apolo-
gy, civilised much of the world is an
extraordinary tale of talent and val-
our. — September 1988,
000
The UDR have done excellent
work. — In reply to calls for the dis-

shoot-to-kill policy, January 1983.
000

| have made it quite clear.. that
a unified Ireland was one solution.
That is out. A second solution was
confederation of the two states.
That is out. A third solution is a
joint authority. That is out. — All
three proposals of the New Ireland
Forum rejected at the press confer-

band of the murder regiment,
Thatcher visited a UDR base in
September 1989 and added that
they were “a very, very brave group
of men”.

Thatcher the world
statesperson

You don't *handle’ United States
presidents, you offer them your

ence after a meeting in Chequers
with Garret FitzGerald, November
1984,
000
Garret FitzGerald and |... are
united in condemning terrorism. —

support.— N 1988.

Enough said
Warm, human and loving. —
Thatcher on herself, January 1989,

WHaL nonsense!
iie rocoy, AL one point {
s Aoy had several rooms

delivered all at
once ----

N

reshse that this
will only lose them
support




AT AROUND 9.45am on Thursday, November 22nd, the only
sound that could be heard in Downing Street was a loud
munching. The British prime minister was being consumed by
the ugly animals she brought into being during her long
reign. For Irish people, and others throughout the world,
there was a perfect sense of poetic justice in the scene.

Thatcherism means greed, arro-
gance and the pursuit of power by
any means possible. For eleven years
and three general elections, it also
meant a Tory victory. Suddenly, the
name of Margaret Hilda Thatcher be-
gan to spell ballot-box disaster. When
she failed to conclusively defeat a
leadership challenge from Michael
Heseltine on November 20th, she
tried to tough it out as only she knew
how, but her fate was sealed.

Within the twinkling of an eye,
loyalty turned into betrayal. MPs and
cabinet ministers started climbii

decade of Thatcherism:

““Ten more years! Ten more
years!" shouted the faithful, as their
cries echoed and re-echoed through
the hall. Some commentators re-
membered Hitler's rallies at
Nuremburg in the ‘30s and many of
the frenzied right wingers on the con-
ference floor gave them good reason
to. But, even then, the signs were that
her hold on power was diminishing.
In November 1989, AP/RN forecast
that a gibbet was quietly being built
for her behind the scenes.

over one another to stab her in the
back. But the rodents who pounced
upon her were of her own creation
and were following the only gospel
she ever subscribed to — self-inter-
est. They were simply saving their
own parliamentary seats,

NUREMBURG RALLIES
It was a far cry from the 1989 Tory
Conference which celebrated a

TWAE FOR THESE.
TRIST JOMNIES

I'VE. NEVER HAD MUGH
WA PSYCHIA -

What ined Thatcher in office
from 1979 until this week was her
ability to divide British workers. She
fostered the most vicious attitudes
among the better-off section of the
working class and severely reduced
the living-standards of the low-paid
and the unemployed. Nineteenth cen-
tury-style colonialism played a key
part in this strategy. Britain, under
Thatcher, was again presented as a
‘world power’, determining the fate

PERMAPS 1T's Tuag
WE. CALLED ON (UR.

GUITE. 50! DIDN'T

G oLy Y

SOME GRENERALS
WARNT 10 SEND HITLER 1 BLOW Wim U )

INSANE HE WAS 7

C ;
THEY VLANNL L) To

|

EADER.

Keeping the media in line

of faraway peoples. Well-off workers
were encouraged to see themselves
as part of a new empire.

That underlined her attitude to
Ireland. Like all British prime minis-
ters over the last two decades, she
was committed to a military solution,
even when her military told her that
this was impossible. She went further
in this than many of the others would
hi{va done. In her black-and-white
mind, anyone who opposed her pow-
er had to be crushed. Whether it was
Irish republicans, British miners or
the Argentinian people, brute force
was the answer Margaret Thatcher
preferred.

Establishment commentators
have emphasised how ignorant
T.hnlcher was of Irish political reali-
ties, and they are right. But
on to suggest that this
Britain's war in the Six Countie:
a low priority for the British
élila.‘Thal is certainly not try
termination to crush the |RA
binds all the Tory Party toget
a rod of steel and that rod b
of Labour's leaders as well.

many go
means
s holds
political
e. A de-
is what
her with
nds most

MAILED FIST
Ireland is not

often dj
leading British politisians 1oee 2

oliticians because

they see it as mainly a military prob-
Igm — the political nuances are con-
siderably less important. The first five
vears of Margaret Thatcher's reign
showed that she embodied this atti-
tude to a high degree. While others
might have been less arrogant or less
cruel, it would be a mistake to think
that any other potential Tory leader
wauld have been qualitatively differ-

® AP/RN's cartoonist in Prophetic mood in August ‘81

® “Excuse me prime py..
ent. Thatcher mere|,
the mailed fist with,

Her initial path 1,
signs that she bodeg )
Airey Neave and |an %iLfor Infag
confidants of hers
supporters of the g
were also closely ep, EN
British secret servicen:::::,fm
owed her victory over Tog Hem&e
1975 largely to them, The dm-..
Neave in 1979 at the hands s,
INLA, and of Gow in an oAy
earlier this year, shook het mors r,
foundly than any other casualy
during the entire confiict,

But Neave's death, on the sy
her election success, was quicy i
lowed by that of 18 soldian ¥
Narrow Water and of Lot
Mountbatten at Mullaghmore on $:
Sligo/Donegal border. In responss s
the largest-ever IRA attack ont:
British forces, the British prime mint
ter paid a flying visit to Crossmagen
to wave the flag in Britain's lonefes
garrison.

The scene was set for her fi
Irish battle in which she showe
the qualities which appeal
Neave and Gow. By deciding
the ten hunger-strikers die, &
placed her own, indelible stam?
Irish history. The Dublin uunn!f
ment would have it that her acs*
refusal to bend at this time, caus!
massive swell in support for """‘f'
canism. But that is far from lh”‘-:

There was overwhelming 4
5 < . ublican”
in the Six Counties for repu®’
since the beginning of the ’M’,v.
What happened after the rumﬁJ
strikes was that this supeot Qr
focus, an electoral focus, W (‘;n
Féin took up the challenge *
polls. Lot

From her point of v":&:
hunger-stike battl st & 0
Not only had she ‘stood i ettt
the natives, she had 85 orm !
tributes from them in the ¢ Chat?
silver teapot from prem®’ g,
Haughey. But for Dublin

+ Werg L:
Valist gy,

aster. d L'm’hl‘
When Haughey 3;" wm,ui
sought to cover up the e Ll

the hunger-strikers, ) CI:(Ichaer:
were negotiating With 100 98
the nature of the partit®™ 4
they were quickly han Thathe by
Humphrey Atkind: ' Gya
footman in Stormont W %t
say that the discussiof "
Dublin and London M wv"“d:’
do with, nor hﬂvzh‘":v the
ill they touch * 1 qfan
;g\r/ev:nmemv"f Nf“h::""?s#’g‘ﬁ:
constituent parts - ,,uld'"gw
clear: political ho™* " yaf
Dublin was to be i" ®
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0 leadgryp
Conservative Party W:ﬁ;::‘”*!
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tion. Stern medicine was the only
way to deal with the Irish.

She emphasised that fact once
again, in 1983 when she paid a visit
to Drumadd UDR base at a time when
there was clear evidence of UDR col-
lusion with loyalist killers. By refusing
to keep the gloves on, Thatcher was
showing British imperialism as it real-
ly was. People throughout Ireland
Wwere getting that message and the
republican vote in the North was
growing. Dublin politicians required
some cosmetic gesture from the
British, and pronto. Again and again
they begged, but to no avail.

For three years after the hunger-
strikes, Thatcher refused to provide
such a gesture, despite the earnest
Pleading of Garret FitzGerald. The
Coalition government offered closer
collaboration than ever between the
9ardai and the British forces. They
&ven offered free extradition. But still
Thatcher did not budge.

SHUDDERING SHOCK
. Even after the Brighton bombing
In 1984, when the Iron Lady shud-
Gered in shock, there was still no
Movement on Dublin's suggestions.
e by one, the Forum Report's pro-
Ktﬂll Wwere ruled “Out, out, out” by
it 8 she humiliated a servile

<3‘3ftf|d at Chequers.

w:m 1t seemed that no humiliation
Miermo great for the Dublin pre-
R In articles and statements
s l;hent he has made crystal
i at his objective was, purely
halt "h”"f’lY to save the SDLP and
© ise of Sinn Féin by enlisting

s
© Maggie's little man, Haughey, meets his senior partner in December 1980
the support of the British govern-
ment in a political instrument for do-
ing so. The agreement he sought
had nothing to do with the real

® Thatcher talks to

tonovis:n. Girdwood UDR Barracks, 1986
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grieyances of Northern nationalists.

Fm_aliv, he prevailed upon her to
enter into the Hillsborough Treaty in
1985, over the heads of the unionists
to whom she has a gut loyalty.
Hillsborough provided the thinnest
and §he smallest of fig-leaves for
Qublsn and the SDLP but that fact
didn't s}op either FitzGerald or Hume
from displaying it shamelessly. Peter
Barry, FitzGerald’s deputy, even
?laimed it had ‘ended’ the “national-
ist nightmare”,

Talk of this sort from Dublin

sounded too much like cockiness for
Thatcher and Direct-Ruler Tom King
was ordered to set the record
straight:
: “The prime minister of Ireland has
in fact accepted that, for all practical
purposes and into perpetuity, there
will not be a united Ireland.”

AT TN

However coarse and unyielding
Thatcher proved to be, she was re-
warded with increased servility from
her opposite numbers in Dublin.
FitzGerald, gazing at the rising tide of
republicanism with horror, tied
Dublin to an agreement which forced
the 26-County government to under-
write British policy in silence. No
public criticism was possible and
Peter Barry even apologised in print
for having criticised Thatcher’s intran-
sigence before Hillsborough.

As far as the Dublin blish

was concerned, Thatcher had ‘reme-
died’ her ‘mistake’ in 1981, by giving
the ‘nationalist’ establishment a life-
line. But, once again, they had it
wrong. Thatcher now had them on
her hook and was determined to con-
tinue as she had begun. When
Charles Haughey replaced FitzGerald
in 1987, he continued the tradition of
spineless servility to Britain.

LARGE-SCALE COLLUSION

Large-scale collusion between the
British forces and loyalist killer-gangs
has been exposed. The Birmingham
Six remain in jail and the right to si-
lence has been removed. The
Gibraltar killings have been covered
up as has the Stalker Inquiry and a
host of shoot-to-kill incidents.
Broadcasting censorship has been in-
troduced. She has made it very diffi-
cult to argue that Britain’s Irish

statelet can be reformed or that
Westminster is ‘neutral’.

But the future of such politicians
as John Hume is of secondary rele-
vance to Thatcher or to those who di-
rect British policies in the Six
Counties. Her objective has been to
reduce the expectations of those
whom she cannot win over and to
drive opposing forces to the right.
Already she has succeeded with the
Irish political establishment and with
the present leadership of the British
Labour Party. That may well turn out
to have been her only lasting victory.
She has certainly not fulfilled her
many promises to defeat the IRA.

The forces which brought her
down included 14 million poll-tax
protestors, many of them Conservat-
ives, who were batoned and beaten
in central London during April. The
give-away budget which secured her
a majority in 1987 was also causing
rur-away inflation and lost her the
votes of home-owners. Her almost
total reliance on the US at the ex-
pense of the EC to back up her impe-
rial adventures also backfired.

From the Malvinas to Crossmaglen
her message was the same

Thatcher could not have invaded the
Malvinas in 1983 without the ap-
proval of Ronnie Reagan. She has re-
paid this favour tenfold in the years
since then. Britain was the base for
the US bombers which devastated
the Libyan capital, Tripoli, and Britain
has been the most stalwart supporter
of George Bush’s war manoeuvres in
the Gulf.

But her support of the US cut right
against the EC and she seemed deter-
mined 2o weaken the European capi-
talist powers as against the US.
Eventually, her ‘anti-Europeanism’

* forced the resignation of Sir Geoffrey
Howe, her quietest lapdog, and left
the way open for Michael Heseltine to
stand against her.

She could probably have ridden
all of these punches if they hadn’t
come together. But in the last fort-
night, she must have remembered
the warning she received from the
IRA after Brighton:

“We only have to be lucky once.
You have to be lucky always.” At last,
the luck of the lady with nine lives ran
out. Now she only has one life left.
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RESISTANCE
CALENDAR

Commemorative Calendar for the 10th
anniversary of the 1981 hunger-strike and the
75th anniversary of the 1916 Easter Rising

Books & magazines

<

REPUBLICAN .

BEHIND THE

HUNGER-STRIKERS ]

\)‘J ?

A

Republican

Publications

44 Parnell Square,
Dublin 1.
Tel: 726932.
51/55 Falls Road, W
Belfast BT12. ? eh
Tel: 330552. ;

Prices DO NOT include
Postage & packaging




Thosaigh na hionsaithe deire-
anacha 8e0 ar Fhorsai
Josraelacha ad deireadh na
seachtaine seo caite. Maraiodh
i saighdidir losraelacha agus
ssoranach amhain i ngar d'E!!a( i
nGaza, ceann de na tailte
Palaistineacha até forghafP agna
hlosraelaigh, ar an teorainn leis
on Eigipt: Bhi péilin E!g!pteach
togtha ar an dtaobh E,glp}each
den teorainn agus tg'se f99|
cheistit ag na hudaréis ansin
faoin ionsai.

PLEASC

An oiche chéanna, maraiodh
bean 6g i gcrios fhorghafa
Josraelach sa Liobéin Theas nu-
air a phleasc si buama i ngar do
shaighdiuiri losraelacha. Gort-
aiodh beirt shaighdidir sa
phléascan chomh maith.

An oiche roimh an ionsai seo,
mharaigh na hlosraelaigh
cligear eadarnai Palaistineach a
bhi ag taisteal i dtreo chésta
thuaidh na hlosrael ar bhad as
an Liobain.

In Amman, priomhchathair na
hlordaine, dhearbhaigh Jihad

e

Foghlaim :
orm, on me
ort, on you

Note :

Shéisialach dhaonlathach.

§raith ionsaith

T AN-IMNI ar an hlosraelaigh i ndiaidh sraith ionsaithe
 a gouid forsai 'Ieil’a‘athz_mta beaga anuas inar bhfu-
jaing siad  geaillivint is mé saighdiiri in ionsai

amhéin 6 lainsedil siad ionradh ar an Liob4in i 1982,

loslamach do Shaoirse na
Palaistine go raibh siad frea-
gra‘ch as an ionsai in Eilat, Bhi an
grupa seo freagrach as sraith
ionsaithe ar fhorsai agus ar
thaidhleoiri losraelacha le blianta
beaga anuas.

CAILLIUNT IS MEASA

.Ansin, ar oiche Luain, d'fhu-
laing na hlosraelaigh a geaillidint
saighdiuiri is measa 6 ionradh
na Liobaine i 1982. Mharaigh
eadarnaithe de chuid, Fronta
Pobail do Shaoirse na Palaistine
(FPSP) até faoi cheannas George
Habash agus tacaiocht na Sire
acu, cligear saighdiir losrael-
ach agus ghortaigh said ceann
amhéin eile. Maraiodh beirt
eadarnai sa chath agus d’éalaigh
beirt eile.

Ddirt an FPSP go raibh an
oibriocht is déanai seo i dta-
caiocht leis an Intifada, Eiri
Amach na bPalaistineach sna
tailte forghafa, ata ar siul le
beagnach tri bliana anuas. San
am sin, td na céadta saoranaigh
Phalaistineacha di-armtha mar-
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aithe ag an Arm losraelach le
linn agéidi in aghaidh riail na
hlosrael sna tailte forghafa.

Lainseail na hlosraelaigh ru-
aigeanna aeir agus airtléire ar
bhunéiteanna Palaistineacha sa
Liobain ag iarraidh dioltais do na
hionsaithe deireanacha. Deir
Runai Cosainte na hlosrael,
Moshe Arens, nach dtarrain-
geodh na hlosraelaigh siar as an
Liobain Theas d’ainneon a gcail-
lidinti.

IMNI

Té an-imni orthu &fach, faoi

phréis athaontd na Liobéine, faoi |

urraiocht na Sire, até ag dul ar
aghaidh faoi lathair. T eagla or-
thu go mbeidh ardd i méid na n-
ionsaithe anois, nach bhfuil na
gripai éagsula ag troid eatarthu
féin sa Liobain agus nil siad sas-
ta, a bheag na a mhor leis an
mbiseach sna gaolta idir na SAM
agus an tSir mar gheall ar an
‘Gulf".

Ta sé soiléir go bhfuil am
crua os comhair na nlosraelach
mura bhfuil siad sasta aghaidh a
thabhairt ar réiteach siochanta le
ceist tir da gcuid féin do na
Palaistinigh a shocru.

@ Forsai losraelacha ar
phatrol sa Bhanc lartharach ||

Ceacht 18

air, on him
uirthi, on her

orainn, on us
oraibh, on you

Tnid siile an chi

orthu, on them

To translate a sentence like—
He is wearing a hat
we say, T4 hata air (“ There is a hat on him.”)
To translate a sentence like I am glad
we say, T4 dthas orm (“ There is joy on me.”)

T4 4thas orm, I am glad, I am pleased.

T4 brén orm, I am sad, I am sorry.

T4 ionadh orm, I am surprised.

T4 eagla orm, I am afraid.

T4 fearg orm, I am angry.

T4 ndire orm, I am ashamed.

T4 imnf orm, I am worried, anxious.

T4 ocras orm, I am hungry.

T4 tart orm, I am thirsty.

T4 codladh orm, I am sleepy.

T4 slaghdédn orm, / have a cold.

T4 tinneas cinn orm, [ have a headache.

T4 tinneas fiacaile orm,  kave a toothache.

Cuir ort do chéta, put on your coat.

Cuir ort do chuid éadaigh, put on your cl?the:.
Cbuirséncbuidéadxighair,heputfmhudozhes.
Bhi sé ag féachaint orm, he was looking at me.
Bh{ fearg ar an muinteoir, the teacher was angry-

mo chéta, my coat ; do chéta, your coat; a chéta, his
coat ; a cbta, her coat. 7 e s
mo, my; do, your; a, his cause aspiraton. 8,
does not cause aspiration.

Tégtha 6 Progress in Irish le Mairéad Ni
Ghréda, foilsithe ag The Educational Company

Mas mian leat bheith i do bhall de

ke d 7 T e o GG A il i el
Ba "ra io ch t Shinn Fén, né tuilleadh eola’ a fhail faoi
Shinn Féin

Is 6 bunaidhm Shinn Féin
distharrraingt na Breataine 6 Ainm
:“ Sé Chontae, athaontu &r
tire agus bunadh phoblacht

Shinn Féin né ar ngniomhartha agus ar
bpolasaithe, lion an fhoirm thios agus
seol é chuig Sinn Féin, 44 Cearndg
Pharnell, Baile Atha Cliath 1.

Seoladh.......cociveenninenssesssacnesans

BHI SUIM NACH BEAG ar an teil-
fis ar an Mairt seo caite nuair a
raolaiodh an clar Naimhde Istigh
aoi na Blocanna-H. Ach bhi “side-
how” eile ar siul an oiche chéan-
a, agus baint iorénach eadarthu.
a é sin an oiche a chaill Thatcher
ceannas ar an bPairti Coimead-
ch nuair nér bhuail si ar Tarzan sa
héad fo-thoghchan.

Bhi go leor cainte an oiche sin faoi "fhir i
culaithe liatha" agus an uisce faoi thalamh a
headh ar siul acu le deireadh a chur le réimse
n Tuiodora. Cérbh iad na fir seo ina gculaithe
atha? Arbh iad seo na fir chéanna a taispea-
adh ar an gclar a rinne Peter Taylor agus
teve Hewlett? Chuimhnigh mé ar chulaithe
iatha airithe a fhad agus a bhi Réamann Mac
artnaigh ag labhairt ar an gelar faoina sheal
r an Stailc Ocrais i 1980. Culaithe liatha an

e priostinach até i gceist agam anseo ar
doigh.

Dhidltaigh na cimi san Blocanna agus Ard
Mhaca le polasai coirpeachta a ghlacadh i
976, agus sna Blocanna ba € an chulaith liath
riosinach a aithniodh mar an comhartha is
oiléire den pholasai id. Toghadh Thatcher i
cumhacht sa Bhreatain i 1979 agus laistigh de
e e e

e ar fhorsai losraelacha

© REAMANN Mac CARTNAIGH
dha bhliain bhi si i mbun an didltaithe ghlaine
chun na cuig éileamh a ghéilleadh do na cimi.
Ba é an toradh ar sin na gur thosaigh bliain de
stailceanna ocrais 1980-'81, tréimhse ina bh-
fuair deichnidir cime bas sna Blocanna-H.

Bhi eolai polaitidil éigin ar an TV ag insin
duinn gurbh iad na fir sna culaithe liatha a
bheadh ag déanamh amach todhchai pho
laitiGil Maggie an oiche sin, agus ar staisitin =
teilifise eile bhi Mac Cartnaigh ag insint ddinn =
gurbh fhior, deich mbliana ar aghaidh, go
raibh na ciig éileamh go Iéir bainte amach S
anois ag na cimi, na cimi a dhidltaigh leis na =
culaithe liatha a chaitheamh na a lamha a S
chaitheamh suas do Thatcher. B'iorénach é,g
dar liom gurb i seo an bhean a duirt a focai
drochchiillidla: “Is coir é coir é coir” agus a =
gheall nach bhfaighfimis rud ar bith de tho- =
radh na stailce. Bhi an ceart aici. Deich
mbliana ar aghaidh taimid nios laidre sn
Blocanna na ariamh... agus ta sise caite a
leataobh ag a pairti féin. | sli bheag éigin, ar ]
oiche de Mairt seo caite, thainig ar la. =
— Le Eoghan Mac Cormaic (An Cheis Fhada)
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BY ART Mac EOIN

BUS ROUTES in Dublin seem set to be targeted for

with the imposition ear-

lier this month of a new British managing director }

in Dublin Bus. Roger Montgomery, currently the Di-
rector of Operations with South Yorkshire Trans-
port, has a notorious record in privatising bus ser-
vices. His practice of tendering out bus services to
private contractors is viewed by Dublin Bus unions

alike as a bad omen for the fu-

protection in a period when
physical attacks on staff
have increased dramatical-
ly.
TRANSPORT
PROBLEMS
The erosion in the quali-
ty of service which Dublin
Bus provides to the public
is even more grave when
viewed in the light of
Dublin’s massive public
transport problems. Com-
munities in new working-

WEEKEND EDUCATION SEMINAR
IN L

Y
Meet 6pm Friday, 44 Parnell Square
DUBLIN

Cosl £10 waged/£5 unwaged
Contact: Education Department
01-726932

WELCOME HOME FUNCTION
in ald of Don O'Leary
Salurday 8th December
Top of the Hill Bar
CORK

Mnissbn £3
Ballad session and spot prizes
Tickets from Covk Shn Féin
136 Barrack Street

SALE OF WORK
Due for Saturday 8th December

BCA Hall Bal
CANCELLED

FUNCTION
Fealuring The Irish B
Salurday 15th
Wexford Inn
DUBLIN

PICKET ON US EMBAS
Opposing US policy in Central
America
E“.wlsl:-lpm
very Satu
)
DUBLI orm
NORTH DUBLIN
RECLAIM THE SPIRIT OF EASTER
Meets E'nm
oo every Thursday
16 Nomm-n George's Street
DUBLIN
Yo organise a fitting celebration for
next year's 75th anniversary of the ,
1916 Rising
and
SOUTH DUBLIN
RECLAIM THE SPIRIT OF “'; of the company,
EASTER CTTEE ianna Fail Minister for
Meets every fortnight Transport Seamus Brennan
Next meeting 8pm 'ga‘gdﬂy 6th has denied allegations that
Crow Street he persuaded the CIE Board
DUBLIN of Management to appoint
FOLKN!GHT Mont_gomery to the job bl.lt
turing Bracken admitted that, due to his
Spm Fﬂdfy 3?:'" r:mr own public stance in favour
mon of deregulating Dublin Bus,
mly Donegal it would not have been sur-
Proosoas lﬂm Sion Féin prising loighe ho.ard to se-
lecta with a repu-
e ON tation for such activity.
SamT?;lmnawade Brannan says that it has
Molz Malones been an “open secret that
Lmlem :ml he was plannil
to der Dublin Bus.
SALE OF WORK John White of SIPTU's
1';&;&1“?%& CIE bus branch said that the
3 union was “not at all
ower Main Street & i &
LT TECKENNY, pleasec:l with  Mont
County Donegal gomery's appointment and
Bargains galore! added that it could affect
VOL ANTOINE Mec GIOLLA the talks on 'ano_ther Pro-
BHRIGHDE gramme for ‘National’ Re-
ANNUAL COMMEMORATION covery:
ZF:.Y\ Sundayyg?uwmgm “This appoimmspt runs
Coolcalm Cemetery contrary to our aims in
DECounly Derry lho‘se‘talk:"Our oh]ecnve?
gPEClAL BENEFIT CONCERT the state sector, but Robert
,wmmgf‘n:uﬁm"'b@' Montgomery’s  record
| Square points in the opposite direc-
Featuri M"ﬁ?."? McMah fon.§
P.onmrgrwne, Pﬁir:nlycng. Dovgj" Dublin. Bus has been un-
Lun¥y Seén Pots and others der sustained attack for the
aille £5/£3 unwaged
1n 3id of ATLE E:.Qn Cliae past number of years and
the pany has seen a
PUBLIC MEETING loss of 800 workers with the
‘Why Trade ng"“s‘s Should Oppose | imnosition of the one-per-
8pm Tuesday 4th December son-operated system. This
_ ATGWU Hall system has put increased
M'ddbwm_z‘SMl pressure on bus drivers and
Speakers: Representative of Dublin afforded them even less
Council of Trade Unions, Paddy
Logue, Donie Fell, Martha Ellis and
Senator Joe Cosielio
Organised by the Dublin Council of
Trade Unions
BENEFIT NIGHT
Ballads & traditional music
8pm Friday 7th December
Molly Malones
Little Green Street
DUBLIN
Admission £2.50/£2 unwaged
Organised by Reclaim the Spirit of
Easler Ctice

class h g develop-
ments on the very outer
limits of Dublin, without
shopping facilities and oth-
er vital services, still rely on
the city centre for many
day-to-day requirements.
However, bus and train ser-
vices to these outlying ar-
eas are already notonously

halted the highly popular
Local-link service. The
Labour Court ruled in
favour of the bus workers,
but this has been ignored
by the company.

The question at the cen-
tre of the dispute between
Dublin Bus and the unions is
that in a previous ruling the
Labour Court recommended
a 20% pay rise for drivers on
buses with more than 20
seats, while drivers on buses
with 20 seats or less should
only receive 10%. As the Lo-
cal-link buses have 29 seats,
management proposed to
remove nine seats, rather
than pay the workers an ex-
tra 20%. This proposal was
angrily rejected by the
unions and subsequently on
the Sunday before the open-
ing of the new Square shop-
ping centre in Tallaght, when
the new schedule was to
start, the Local-link service
was suspended.

INCONVENIENCE

inefficient and deregul

is certain to make the prob-
lem worse. The city’s trans-
port policy has for many
years been tailored to meet
the needs of private car
owners while the non-car
owning public have had
their services reduced. This
runs completely counter to
the transport policies of
most other European cities
and indicates the priorities
of successive Dublin gov-
ernments.

The Dublin suburbs of
Tallaght and Clondalkin
have recently been blighted
by a bus dispute which has

The Local-link provided
the first public transport
service which linked the dif-
ferent parts of Tallaght,
Clondalkin, Neilstown and
Kilnamanagh with Our
Lady’s Childrens' Hospital in
Crumlin and the Coombe
Maternity Hospital.

The removal of the Lo-
cal-link has ly incon-

last month with much pomp
and ceremony by Charles
Haughey. However, the re-
moval of the Local-link has
negated much of the posi-
tive aspects of having the
new town centre, Local peo-
ple are anxious to know
what is going to happen, es-
pecially in the run-up to
Christmas, and feel that they
are going to be stranded in
their housing estates.

The only bus which
now comes into the Kilna-
managh area of Tallaght is
the 65B, which travels
from the city centre. Locals
use the bus to get down to
the Square to shop but
find it nearly impossible to
get back. It is packed to ca-
pacity on its journey back
from the city centre and
there is no room for wom-
en with several bags of
shopping who are now
spending money on taxi
fares which they can ill-af-
ford.

A SIPTU spokesperson
has said that now Labour
Court negotiations have
ended, the ball lies firmly in
the company’s court. “They
have suspended an impor-
tant service rather than im-
plement the Labour Court’s
decision,"” he said.

PETITION

Kil gh residents

venienced the people of Tal-
laght and Clondalkin and
has resulted in a campaign
to have the buses brought
back.

The Square, which was a
badly needed facility for the
Tallaght area, was opened

are now organising a peti-
tion which will be sent di-
rectly to Dublin Bus de-
manding the return of the
Local-link. They have re-
ceived co-operation from

other parts of Tallaght and'

the objective of the Tallaght

Community Council is to
get all the areas affected by
the removal of the Local-
link and whose residents
are trying to get to the
Square, to sign the petition,

Local Sinn Féin commu-
nity worker, Sean Crowe,
has called for the return of
“this essential public ser-
vice”.

He said:

“The Local-link was a
badly needed service in
both Tallaght and Clon-
dalkin and is required even
more so now. Furthermore,
itis my belief, and the belief
of Tallaght people in gener-
al, that it was a financially
viable operation. | call on
Dublin Bus to ensure the re-
turn of the Local-link before
Christmas and alleviate the
hardship that is being
caused to local people.”

However, once the situa-
tion in Tallaght and Clon-
dalkin is resolved, the fact
remains that there is a con-
certed effort being made to
run down Dublin Bus. Pri-
vatisation and competition
will damage the already in-
adequate system as the em-
phasis shifts from public ser-
vice to private profit. Routes
may be lost and buses be-
come less frequent. It is
clear that the provision of a
public service is not a top
priority with minister Sea-
mus Brennan. Interviewed
about Dublin Bus on RTE
earlier this year, his ‘commit-
ment’ to public transport
could only bring him so far
as to say: “| agree that some
routes are essential.”
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fullnes$
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EE my way to bocom_ing patron of the Michael
sundation. It's my considered opinion that in the
of time history will record the gr'ntnm of Collins
ill be recorded at my expense.” Thus spoke de
1966 and there’s no doubt that Tim Pat

Jora 8% late as ! i P
Vol £ superb biography of Collins will give one hell of a

. rocess.

"‘:,fml‘:y in writing about

A iod is the degree to
the pe",,e record is silent, cov-

m:‘by 100-year rules or actu-
' gestroyed, 8s was the case
2 the Free State government
Wi o the death of Collns.

s one of three cat-
Th:r:‘elv:e others dealt with
he court martials and execu-
ions — carefully shredded pri-
or to the coming to power of
Fianna Fil in 1932. A!sn the
record has been muddied and
alsfied, not least by de Valera,
and is haunted by a legion of
conspiracy theories — particu-
Jarly those surrounding the
death of Collins, the great who-
dunnit, as Coogan puts it, of
Irish history.

Where there is no record
Coogan relies on a mix of com-
mon sense and intelligent spec-
ulation. This reviewer left the
book content at last that the

9 De VALERA

crucial fact leading to Collins’s
death was his stupidity in stop-
ping at an ambush position,
and that this stemmed from his
having had a couple of jars too
many. Collins's death was an
accident of history. There were
no agents about. He hadn’t
been marginalised by the

BY CON CARNEY —__

signed without being first re-
ferred to him that excited him,
rather than its content which at
first he refused to read, "It was
acompromise but it was not de
Valera's compromise,” as
Coogan puts it.

De Valera’s ‘compromise’
was Document No 2 about
wh]ch Coogan — recalling
Swift's tale of Little Enders and
Big Enders — writes “Neither
end of the egg, the Treaty or
l?ocumem No 2, appeared par-
ticularly appetising to the IRA”,
Bolh documents are included
inan di

r ] 1t just
prior to his death. Nor was he
in Cork to end the Civil War,

Coogan'’s work has been de-
scribed as hagiography by at
least one reviewer. It's clear
that he likes his subject — a far
more attractive character than
de Valera. This, though, is a fair
book, brilliantly written. More
than just a biography of Collins
it is really Coogan's excuse for
immersing himself in perhaps
the most intense period in Irish
history. There is much here that
is new, much more that, as re-
arranged by Coogan, makes
riveting reading.
The chapters cover-
ing the Treaty nego-
tiations, the steps
to Civil War, and
Collins’s Northern
policy are particu-
larly good.

On the Treaty,
Cooyan demon-
strates ihat de
Valera must have
known what was
available from his
own discussions
with the British;
must have known
precisely the sort of
settlement that was
on offer. When it
was signed it was
the fact that a
Treaty had been

PP 3

. How serious was Collins in
viewing the Treaty as setting
out the “stepping stones to
freedom™? Completely so, ac-
cording to Coogan. Collins, in
concluding the Treaty, was go-
ing for the “maximum... he
could achieve through negotia-
tion and then, once he got con-
trol of an army and saw the
British safely out of Dublin
Castle, he would set about re-
moving any restrictions im-
posed by the Treaty — by fair
means or foul”. He bases this
on Collins’s real record on, and
constant attention to, the
North.

“Janus-faced he stood in
Dail Eireann, arguing fiercely
for the Treaty and the establish-
ment of law and order in a
democratic independent Irish
state, while at the same time he
acted with the vigour, intent,
and methodology of any chief-
of-staff of the P ional IRA

work against Craig “the Treaty
can go to hell and we will all
start again”.
It is true that the rest of the
Provisional government were
: 45 Anew.Norih:

the froth of the Oath and ig-
nored the substantive flaw in
the Treaty, which is still disturb-
ing the peace of Ireland and be-
deviling Anglo-Irish relations —
the enshri of partition.”

policy had been devised. This
involved “recognition of the
Northern government”, and
promised to “influence all
those within the Six Counties
who look to us for guidance, to
acknowledge its authority and
refrain from any attempt to pre-
vent its working”. The new pol-
icy reached Collins the day be-
fore he was killed and was
circulated to ministers the day
after his funeral. It “was adopt-
ed as government policy both
by the Provisional Government
and, with minor alteration, by
all inistrations in Southem

to wreck the other State en-
shrined in that Treaty, ‘Ulster'.”

Although there was consid-
erable back-pedalling as Civil
War in the South intensified —
and as the efficiency of the
pogroms in the North in intimi-
dating nationalists became
clear — his calling off of hostili-
ties was accepted as being tac-
tical. If, he told Northem IRA of-
ficers, the “political arm™ didn't

Ireland since”.

In many ways, Coogan
clearly feels, the Treaty debate
and Civil War missed the point.
Given that de Valera and his
followers would some years
later take the Oath — de Valera
telling at least one shocked
supporter that it was okay be-
cause his fingers didn’t actually
touch the bible — Coogan is
withering: “The heroes fought

This merges with his final
judgement on de Valera: “The
real scandal of the Treaty, parti-
tion, remained unaffected by
his posturings and volte face.
The border was not altered by
one millimetre during de
Valera’s long reign.”

Would things have been dif-
ferent had Collins lived? While
we can only speculate, there’s
no doubt that he saw partition
as the central problem. It's hard
to fault Coogan’s conclusion
that Michael Collins “would not
have allowed an apartheid
state to be erected in Northern
Ireland without making serious,
sustained, and perhaps violent
protest”.

This is an important addi-
tion to the literature of the peri-
od, one that will cause the revi-
sionists to squirm, part indeed
of the process of revising those
revisers.
® Michael Collins, by Tim Pat
Coogan. Stg £18.99. Published
by Hutchinson, 480 pages.

Guide to the police state

COMMUNITY ADVICE groups of all types, political ac-
Vists and individuals will welcome the appearance in
Print of the Committee on the Administration of
Justice's (CAY) Handbook, which will serve as a very
Useful guide and reference work for those on the re-
£iving end of state injustices.

The book, simply entitled
s BfAJ Handbook, and edited
§ e Dickson, a senior law
nvow’;; at Queer!': University,
S S a concise and clear
Coumi:.bqum-‘o" in the Six
el In easily referenced
i .;!. Thg book stands, over
i ove its Purpose, as a
Utﬂwgl:,“umm‘o' the emer-
i, WS Operating in the Six
T :s Which leave people
o l::mac\ 10 more restric-
|'bev|in denials of basic ciyil
i Ees than citizens in any
A “:lopean country,
b VOUr of the wide. rang
COpe of the book is avail

able fy,

om

ors, wiy @ listing of the chap
S3ues from
P

a
'Y Powers

In all, covering
RUC and British
and the rights of

suspects, through freedom of
movement and expression, to
laws governing religious n‘nd
sex discrimination, hoi_mng
rights, social security rights,
family and sexual matters, pris-
oners rights and access 1o in-
formation.

In his introduction to the
book, Brice Dickson notes:

“This book will show, (that)
the law in Northern Ireland
rarely confers rights on people
but instead controls people’s be-
haviour by placing all sorts of
restraints on them: whatever IS
not affected by these constraints
is deemed to be a liberty. The
constraints which at present ex
ist are so far-reaching, and the
discretion conferred on adminis
trative bodies so all-embracing,

that the resulting liberty is usu-
ally very limited in scope.”

A read of this timely publi-
cation will show just how all-
embracing this denial of even
the most basic liberties really
is. It demonstrates that even
the very limited ‘safegu:rfjs'
built into new British legislation
are denied to residents of the
Six Counties in the name of
‘national security’ or the pre-
vention of the ‘terrorist threat’,
leaving them truly defenceless
in the face of the formidable
battery of legislation at the dis-
posal of a vicious police state.

Anyone with an Inls!esl in

human rights issues or in pro-
tecting themselves or other vic-
tims of state abuses would do
well 10 invest the £4.95 in pur-
chasing a copy of this book.
@ The CAJ Handbook is pub-
lished by the Committee on the
Administration of Justice, ‘5'“,7
Donegall Street, Belfast, and is
available at a price of £4.95
Sterling or IRES.50.
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Dublin
POW

————

Bus

Draw Results
| 1st Line 10: Card 36, James Gill,
/o Rory Boland, Nenagh; 2nd
ine 7: Card 97, c/o F Burke,
? Blanchardstown; 3rd Line 2: Card
9, Mrs M Kelly, Cushlawn Park,
allaght.

Christmas
bonus for
Fas workers

Workers on Fas schemes
are unemployed, but
they do not get the
Christmas bonus for the
long-term unemployed.
Picket
Leinster House
11.30am to 2pm
Wednesday
December 5th

Organised by
the Scheme Workers' Alliance.

JOIN
SINN
FEIN

SINN FEIN is dedicated
to forcing a British with-
drawal from the occu-
pied Six Counties, the
re-unification of our
country and the estab-
lishment of a democratic
socialist republic.

If you would like to join Sinn
Féin, or find out more about our
activities and policies, fill in the
form below and send it to Sinn
Féin, 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

Name ...

Address ...




Leathanach 14— AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, November 29th, 1990

Exhlbmon

available

A Chairde,

This is 10 inform Sinn Féin
comhairlf ceantair of the exis-
tence and availability of a major
photographic exhibition which
chronologically details the
hunger-strike era of 1980/'81.
The *Spirit of Freedom® consists
of 129 laminated panels compris-
ing posters, letters, leaflets and
press reports which explain the
ins and outs of the prison struggle
from 1976 onwards.

The hiring fee is £25 per

week plus any postal costs which -

would have to be paid in advance.
The reason for the fee is that it
100k almost £800 to put together
and secure, so we're just trying 1o
recover some of this. Any Sinn
Féin comhairle ceanta’r that wish
10 hire the exhibition should con-
tact the address below.

Tony Doherty,

1 Westend Park,

Bogside,

Derry.
Tel: 265923,

Haughey’s
betrayal
A Chairde,

“'I share the view of those
who do not have any confidence
in the system of justice in the
North. We should not be anxious
10 submit any person, no matter
what crimes they may have com-
mitted, to the mercy of that sys-
tem.” (The Irish Times November
4th 1985.)

The above guotation was not
taken from an anti-extradition
speech as one would assume, for
these are the words, and carefully
chosen words, used by CJ Haugh-
ey 1o describe his panty’s view on
the issue of extradition.

Looked at in this context, is it
not ironic that the decision to ex-
tradite Dessie Ellis by the
Supreme Court was passed with
the willing support of the Fianna
Féil government, of which
Haughey is Taoiseach?

It is abundantly clear that his
past concem — **We should not
be anxious 1o submit any person,
no matter what crime they may

The Editor

Dublin 1

© HAUGHEY

have committed to the mercy of

that system™ — is no longer felt
by him or his cohorts. (Ray
Burke, minister for justice and
Gerry Collins, minister for for-
eign affairs.)

The present 26-County ad-
ministration has pursued extradi-
tion, despite a motion passed at
the last Fianna F4il Ard Fhéis op-
posing the extradition of Irish
people to Britain. The rank-and-
file members of the party fully
expressed their serious concern
over the mistreatment of Irish
people by the British judicial sys-
lem — pursuing an anti-Irish

58 Parnell Square

(l-mcrgmcy Provisions) has been
published. Laws that tum justice
on its head — Diplock courts and
powers of intemment — still ex-
ist. Even Lord Colville, who re-
newed the act, wouldn’t agree
with some of the provisions. The
Standing Advisory Committee on
Human Rights also condemned
the act.

The long suffering of the Irish
people will continue at the hands
of the British judicial system. We
all must redouble our efforts to
stop any more Irish people being
extradited to injustice in England.

Please help in any way you
can to stop extradition.

Martin P Meehan,

H-Block 4,

Long Kesh.

Stad Eiseachadh

A Chairde,

Ba mhaith liom cur in iil an
diom4 agus an fhearg a chuir
ciseachadadh Dheasiin Ellis orm.
Té Diarmuid na nGall l4idir indr
measc fés — *’a clann féin do
dhiol a méthair.”

T4 Fianna Fiil n6 ‘Oglaigh na
Cinnitna’ n6 *An Péini Poblach-
tach’ tar €éis gach bun aidhm a bhi
acu a shérd leis an mbeart
suarach, iseal seo. T4 an fos-
phoinnte is {sle sroiste acu anois.

Is rud polaitidil é an t-
eiseachadadh. Nuair a chuir na
Teachtai Déla leasd 1987 trid an
Déil rinneadar cinnte de nach
mbeadh ceart ar bith ag an saord-
nach € féin a chosaint 6n bhfeall
olc seo. Bhf alt le Séamas O
Tuathail, abhcéide, in Anois ar an
1146 den mhi seo agus diirt sé
gurbh iad na Teachtaf Déla atd
ciontach as cirsaf a bheith mar a
bhfuil siad.

Os rud € go raibh eitledn de
chuid an RAF ar an mbealach go
Baile Atha Cliath xulu dmg an

neamhaird seo a ainmnid — Des
Wilson, Raymond Murray, Piaras
O Duill, Joe McVeigh agus an
tAthair Carroll. Is féidir an t-
fircamh sin a dhéanamh ar 1§imh
amhéin. Nf g4 tilleadh a ré faoi
dhearcadh na Cléire ar an 4bhar
seo mar is 16ir €.

T4 Fianna F4il ag titim as a
chéile. Chuaigh O hEochaidh in
aghaidh tail-fhréamhacha a
phéintf féin agus focfaidh sé as
f6s. Cuir an ghaoth agus bain an
iomghaoth. Chuaigh sé in aghaidh
bhartil na cruinne. D'impigh po-
laiteoirf agus ceardchumannaithe
6n Eoraip, 6 Mheirices, 6n Astréil
agus 6n Mhe4n-Oirthear an fear
séimh seo a choime4d in Eirinn
agus € a chosaint. A mhalairt a
dhein sé. Is seanfhear caite, clad-
hartha, spfonta, lag, fealltach € an
taoiseach seo againne.

Bhf fearg agus dfom4 ar
Roger Garland TD ar an
ciseachadadh seo freisin agus
chuir sé sin in il don Dil. Thug
Mary Harney TD faoi go
maslach. Ni hé seo an chéad uair
a chuir an t-Aontachtéir seo a
gréin ar Eircannaigh i leith.
Smaoinigh ar an méid a ddirt sf
tar éis chinneadh chds Eoghdin Uf
Charrdin. Sca, *'a clann féin do
dhiol a méthair.”

T4 mé ag scriobh chugaibhse
mar nfl cinsireacht ag baint libh.
Ni chuirfeadh Srdid na Main-
istreach, Cé Burgh n6 Sréid
D’Olier an litir seo i gcl6, mar t4
siad r6-lofa.

Antdin Breathnach.

AN APPEAL for Christmas greetings to be
sent from Ireland to the Birmingham Six, as
they face their 17th Christmas in jail, is being
made by the Birmingham Six Committee in
Dublin.

Cards should be addressed to Paddy Joe Hill, Richard
Mcllkenny and Billy Power, at HM Prison Gartree, Market Har-
borough, Leicester, England, and to Gerry Hunter, John Walk-
er and Hugh Callaghan at HM Prison Long Lartin, Evesham,

Worcs, England.

Specially designed Birmingham Six Christmas cards to raise
funds for the campaign are now available from the Birmingham
Six Committee, Usher House, Usher Quay, Dublin 8. The cards
cost £1 for four and all proceeds go to the campaign.

abroad”.

Followi Al

Manchester Martyrs

remembered in Derry

"THE fight against extradition to British injustice must continue, in
spite of the Dublin government handing Dessie Ellis over while on
his 36th day of hunger-strike,” said ex-POW Jennifer McCann, at
the annual commemoration for the Manchester Martyrs held in
Gulladuff, County Derry, on Friday, November 23rd.

McCann, who was recently released
from prison having served ten-and-a-half
years in both Armagh and Maghaberry jails,
described Ellis’s extradition by Charlie
Haughey’s government as “an act of politi-
cal treachery which disgusted and enraged
decent people across the country and

termath of the extradition of Dessie Ellis.
“They were convicted after a farce of a trial,
dubious witness evidence and in spite of
pleas for clemency from, among others, the
journalists covering the case.”

Davey then introduced Jennifer McCann
who outlined the current position in the jails
saying that there had been a disturbing in-

in tor-  crease in the number of strip-searches car-

Chijirt Uachtarach
fcu:lur dom go mbh sé réamhb-
ithe Deasin Ellis a

3l —as by the
Bummgham Six, Winchester
Three, Guildford Four, etc.

How much longer must we
stand and allow Haughey and Co
10 appease the biased British judi-
cial system to the detriment of the
rights and liberties of Irish peo-
ple.

As I write a new British Bill

eiseachadadh agus nach raibh sa
Chdirt Uachtarach n6 san Ard-
Chiirt ach cleas.

Rud cile suntasach n4 cilinas
na Cléire. Nf cloisfear focal 6
Chathal B né 6n mboic i nDoire
6s rud é gur Eircannach at4 faoi
chois. Go bhfios dom, is féidir na
sagairt atd buartha faoin

rential rain from Mayogal to Gulladuff to
mark the death by hanging 123 years ago of
William Allen, Michael Larkin and Michael
O'Brien in Manchester, the gathering ad-
journed to the Memorial Hall. They were
welcomed on behalf of the organising com-
mittee by Sinn Féin Councillors Pauline Dav-
ey, John Hurl and Bernard O'Hagan.
Councillor Davey commented on the
irony of commemorating the three in the af-

ried out on female prisoners in Maghaberry
and that, although there was de facto segre-
gation brought about by the discipline of the
prisoners in Crumlin Road Jail, it was still a
very tense and dangerous situation.

To generous and warm applause she
thanked the people of the area who had
worked so hard on behalf of the prisoners
and who made her feel so welcome. “Keep
up the good work,” she said in conclusion.

tralian

~N

AN Australian delegation
of trade unionists, en
route from Moscow to
Belfast on an internation-
al fact-finding tour, were
stopped and questioned
at length by police at
Stranraer, Scotland, as

about every aspect of their fact-
finding tour, who they were meet-
ing, where they were staying and
why they were visiting the Six
Counties at all.

The group described the pro-
cess as “demeaning and wholly
unnecessary”. No other passen-
gers were held or questioned but
the boat was delayed for over an

At the Moscow conference a\
motion proposed by the delega-
tion condemning “discriminatory
employment practices on the
grounds of religious back-
ground”, was debated in commit-
tee for three days and then
passed unanimously by the
congress.

This was in spite of objections

rade

- | unionists
_ on tour

they boarded a boat for
Larne, at the start of a
nine-day tour of Ireiand.
The official delegation had just
come from the World Trade Union
Congress (the largest trade union
gathering in the world) in Mos-
cow when they were stopped as
they boarded the boat for Larne.
They were questioned for over
an hour by a senior police officer

from members of British delega-
tions and an attempt to sidetrack
the motion by questioning the va-
lidity of an Australian delegation
putting forward a motion on Ire-
land.

The tour itself will be used to
gather accurate information on
the situation in the North which
will be used to inform debate in
Australia on the issue.

hour as the four were held.

While in the Six Counties, the
group will be meeting with vari-
ous trade unionists from all sec-
tions of the community in order to
gain the clearest picture possible
of the situation here.

They will also be meeting with
Glor na nGael, the Springhill com-
munity, Gerry Adams MP and the
Fair Employment Trust.
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deert

comman

bar

ml the ruthless forces that occu-

ughout the centuries,
aries, Of Auxies 8s they became
"“"“m surely some of the worst.
Lok _British officers who

ited from ex
im;‘:,:dh:’m the First World War, and
h’jbh;g?d a5 the very best of England's
bl

hiing men, they were ope[\ly estab-
e terrorist force to wipe out all

stance 1o British rule in Ireland.

Highly paid and with no regard for
giscipline, they were habitual looters.

ichael Ambuy

BY PETER O'ROURKE
of 1920, with the British desperatel
oY Tht in its civil administ.ration in Ireland, it w;

m of mass resignation from the RIC,

sh

y trying
as beset

They were heavily armed, each
ried a rifle, two revolvers and ."':;n ct:-
of Mills grenades. kel

Based on their experiences i
World War, there hodpb.eon zl:‘r:::m
them a legend of invincibility as fighting
men. Their reputation, however, was put l:
the test for the first time on a West Cork
roadAwny in late November, 1920,

t 2am that Sunday momin, i
Column of 36 heavily armed IRQA.\Z\I'::’:E
toors, led by Tom Barry, assemblod at Ahili-
na anfi marched ten miles, throughout the
p,gm in the lashing rain, to engage the Aux-
iliaries on the road between Macroom and
Dung\:nwﬂv at Kilmichael Cross,
9am all the men were in positi

and throughout the day the Vels::ls;:?:
(I?eir clothes drenched by the previou;
night's rain, lay in wait on the sodden
heather. The column had no food and
there was nothing to do but wait, think
and shiver in the biting cold. The hours
passed slowly and towards evening the
gloom deepened over the bleak
Kilmichael countryside.

AN
hout the gathering

r!\inutet and ended
ting, 17 Auxiliaries
mortally wounded.

P’ suffered three -
l}““(';:'“ Deasey, Kilmacsimon, I:Tc‘::l
v;‘ . hy, ay, and Jim O'Sulli-

« Nossmore, All three were killed by a
number of Auxiliaries who had pretend-
edto surrender during the battle,

Having set fire to the tenders, the col-
umn marched off with the captured enemy
©equipment and at 11pm, after an eleven-
mile hike, reached Granure where they
camped overnight. After a three day march
South, the column, 7ig zagging to avoid en-
omy reinforcements, dispersed and the Vol-
untoers returned to their various units,

During the days following the am-
hyshf the British forces converged on
Kllm'u:hlel and carried out large-scale
lQp'[!!h against the local population.
Martial Law was proclaimed throughout
Munster and a proclamation was issued
by tﬁe Auxiliary division at Macroom di-
recting that all males passing through
Macroom with their hands in their pock-
ets would be shot on sight.
¥, IThe first edngaqemem between IRA

and Auiliari s

in hand-to-hand figh
were killed and one
The Volunteers

in. the famous ballad The Boy’s o
Kilmi l, took place at Kilmichael,
County Cork, on November 28th, 1920,
70 years ago this week.
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[L ORDER CHRISTMAS BOOKS

|F YOU wish to order a book for Christmas or would like us to send a book to a
friend, relative or POWs, please fill in the appropriate details below.

Politics of Irish Freedom by Gerry Adoms £3.95
Ten Men Dead by David Beresford £4.54
Britain’s War Machine in Ireland by Maurice Burke £6.50
Cage 11 by Gerry Adoms £4.95
The SAS in Ireland by Roymond Murray £16.99
IRA by Tim Pat Coogan £6.95
Error of Judgement by Chris Mullin £4.99
Twenty Years On by Michael Forrell £4.95
James Connolly Vol 1 & Vol 2 £7.00 each
A Pathway to Peace by Gerry Adams £2.95
Peggy Deery by Nell McCofferty £4.95
Disillusioned Decades by Tim Pat Coogan £9.95
British Brutality in Ireland by Jack O'Brien £7.95
Northern Ireland — The Orange State by Michael Farrell £11.50
West Belfast by Danny Morrison £5.95
No Comment £4.35
Without Consent Troops Out Movement 60p
Nothing but the Same Old Story £200

Please make cheques or postal orders payable to

Sinn Féin Book Bureau,
44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

Add £1.50 (Ireland and Britain) £3.50 elsewhere for pa?kage and post_aga.
Orders should be placed by December 11th to ensure arrival pefore Christmas.

Name of person o be sent book

Ifextra i separate sheet of pap
books are required please use a sep

BRADY, John (18th Anniversary). In
provd and loving memory of Vol John
Brady, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who was killed in an acci-
dental explosion on November 28th
1972. I measc laochra na nGael go
raibh sé. Alwayn remembered by his
friends and comrades in the Derry
Brigade.

CARR, James (18th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol
James Carr, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was killed in action
on November 28th 1972. Fuair aé bés
ar son mhuintir na hEireann. Always
remembered by his friends and com-
rades in the Derry Brigade.
CRAWFORD, Laura; FOX, Paul
(16th Anniversary). The Republican
Movement remembers with pride Vol
Laura Crawford, Cumann na mBan,
and Vol Paul Fox, Oglaigh na hEire-
ann, who were killed in a premature
explosion on December 1st 1975.
ad bds ag troid ar son sacirse
na hEireann.

CRAWFORD, Laura; FOX, Paul
(15th Anniversary). In proud and lov-
ing memory of Vols Laura Crawford
and Paul Fox, who were killed in ac-
tion on December 1st 1975. “The
fools, the fools, the fools, they have
left us our Fenian dead and while Ire-
land holds these graves, Ireland un-
free shall never be at peace.” —
Pédraig Pearse. Always remembered
by the Fox/Crawford Sinn Féin
Cumann, Waterford.

FLEMING, Ciaran; Mac GIOLLA
BHRIGHDE, Antoine (6th Anniver-
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him. I think of you in silence. I often
apeak your name. All I have are mem-
ories and your picture in a frame. My
heart atill aches with sadness. My se-
cret tears still flow, for what it meant
to lose you, Paul, no-one will ever
know. Still loved and missed by his
loving sister Paula. ¢
FOX, Paul (15th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my dear
brother Paul Fox who died on Decem-
ber 1st 1976. Loving you always,
Paul, forgetting you never. Always re-
membered by his loving sister
Carmel, brother-in-law Gerry and
family.

FOX, Paul; CRAWFORD, Laura
(15th Anniversary). In proud and lov-
ing memory of my friend Vol Paul
‘Basil’ Fox and Cumann na mBén Vol
Laura Crawford, who were killed
tragically on December 1st 1975.
Both gave their young lives so that
Britain would go and Ireland would
have peace and justice and freedom.
Always remembered by Danny Morri-

son.
Mac GIOLLA BHRIGHDE, Antoine
(6th Anniversary). In proud and lov-
ing memory of Vol Antoine Mae Giolla
Bhrighde, who died on active service
on December 2nd 1984. Fuair sé bés
ar son sacirse mhuintir na hEireann.
Always remembered by the County
Derry and South West Antrim
Combhairle Ceantair Sinn Féin.

McDADE, James (16th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
James McDade, who was killed on ac-
tive service on November 14th 1974.

sary). The bli re-
members with pride Vols Ciaran
Fleming and Antoine Mac Giolia
Bhrighde, who died after an engage-
ment with crown forces in County
Fermanagh on December 2nd 1984.
Fuair siad bds ar son na saoirse.
FLEMING, Ciaran; Mac GIOLLA
BHRIGHDE, Antoine (6th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vole Ciaran Fleming and Antoine
Mac Giolla Bhrighde who died on De-
cember 2nd 1984. Fuair siad béds ag
troid ar son saoirse na hEireann. Al-
ways remembered by their friends
and comrades in the West Fermanagh
Brigade.

FLEMING, Ciaran (6th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Ciaran Fleming, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who died on December 2nd
1984. T measc laochra na nGael go
raibh sé. Always remembered by Tony
(Portlacise), and Marie and Toni.
FOX, Paul (15th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol
Paul Fox, ‘B’ Coy, 2nd Battalion,
Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na hEire-
ann, who died on active service on
December 1st 1976. St Paul, pray
for him. Though I am dead grieve
not for me with tears, think not of
death with sorrowing and fears. 1
am 8o near that every tear you shed
touches and tortures me. Though
you think me dead, when you laugh
and sing in glad delight, my soul is
lifted upward to the light. Laugh
and be glad for all that is given and
I the dead will share your joy in liv-
ing. They are not lost, our loved
ones, nor have they travelled far,
Jjust stepped inside home’s loveliest
room and left the door ajar. Always
remembered by his loving Mum and
Dad, brothers and sisters.

FOX, Paul (15th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my dear
brother Paul Fox, who was killed on
active servico on December 1st 1975,
Mary, Queen of the Gael, pray for

Always d by the Terence
MacSweeney Sinn Féin Cumann,
Shannon.

MORGAN, Desmond (17th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Desmond Morgan, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who was shot by British
forces while on active service on
November 26th 1973. Fuair 8¢ bds ar
son na sacirse. Always remembered
by his friends and comrades in the
Republican Movement, County Ty-
rone.

MORGAN, Desmond (17th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Desmond Morgan, who was killed
on active service on November 26th
1973. Fuair sé bds ar son saocirse na
hEireann. Always remembered by
Omagh Combhairle Ceantair Sinn
Féin.

MORGAN, Desmond (17th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Desmond Morgan, who died on
November 26th 1973. Always remem-
bered by South Tyrone Comhairle
Ceantair Sinn Féin.

MORGAN, Desmond (17th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Desmond Morgan, who died on
November 26th 1973. Always remem-
bered by the Dungannon Martyrs
Sinn Féin Cumann.

MORGAN, Desmond (17th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Desmond Morgan, who died on
November 26th 1973. Always remem-
bered by the Coalisland Martyrs Sinn
Féin Cumann.

MORGAN, Desmond (17th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Desmond Morgan, who died on
November 26th 1973. Always remem-
bered by the Clonoe Martyrs Sinn
Féin Cumann.

MORGAN, Desmond (17th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Desmond Morgan, who died on
November 26th 1973. Always remem-
bered by the Jim Lynagh Sinn Féin
Cumann, Clogher.

er stating the above.

CONATY. Deepest sympathy is ox-
tended to Sean Conaty on the recent
death of his futher, John. From Angela
and all in No. 6.

CONATY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Sean Conaty on the recent
death of his father, John. From Ann
O'Sullivan.

CONATY. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Sean on the recent death of
his father, John. From the customers
in the Eccles Bar.

aran, Conor and Bal

E, Derm,
s

Wish, ing

2 Martin (H3-Block). Happy
Patrig, i 7™ Mum, Dad, Anne, John,

Y, Martin (H -
, 3-Block). Happy
'4Y. From Petie, Anne and Kerry.

» Dermot (Crumlin Road).
day, ym':‘:u all the best on your birth-

Moo, [’)‘e-ry and family.
&\M.y' Freomot (Crumlin Road). Happy

°m Martina, Robby and family.

o a

mlin Road). Hap.

2, De Crul
MOORE, Dorma { Brian and

py birthday. From Rosalcen,

gl'(';'(l)ykz, Dermot (Cromlin Road). Hap-
oy birthday. From Dinger and Savirsc.

P OORE, Dermot (Crumlin Road). Hap-
py birthday ‘Bifg Ass’. Love and miss you.
2y om Debbie and Saoirse. X0

o ORE, Dormot (Crumiin Road). Hap-

&

mme@Enta

py birthday. All the best. From Barry.
MOORE, Dermot (Crumlin Road). Hap
py birthday. Can't make it up for the
party. I'm dying with a hangover!ll Tuke
care, Love from Stephen, Siobhdn and
Sarah. ;
MOORE, Dermot (Crumlin Road).
Many happy returns on your 265th. Love
always. From Mum and Dad. xxx

MOORE, Dermot (Crumlin Road).
Happy birthday. Wish I could give you
a big sloppy kiss. Love and cuddles.
From James O'Connor; also Eileen and
kids.

MOORE, Dermot (Crumlin Road). Best
wishes Dermot. From your friends in
Clones.

MOORE, Dermot (Crumlin Road). Re-

member you always. From the gorilla in
Birr and Limerick Taxi Services.
O’NEILL, Joe (Long Kesh). Happy
birthday Joe. From everyone in the Kent
Star Celtic Supporters’ Club, Glasgow.
O’NEILL, Joe (Long Kesh). Happy
birthday Joe. We'll have a few drinks for
you. From Stef, Alison and Kevin Barry.
O'NEILL, Joe (Long Kesh). Happy
birthday Joe. See you soon. From Willie
and Helen.

O'NEILL, Joe (Long Kesh). Ha
birthday Joe. All the best. From 1\:’5;!
Joany and Ciaran. :
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BRAZIL'S PELE cannot join the gardai, Work-
er's party TD Eamonn Gilmore complained
this week when he called for the height limit

on Garda entrants to be reduced.

Under the current regulations, the Student Prince revealed
to an pecting public, the world-f; Brazilian foot-
baller wouldn't be able to sign up with the Templemore Flat-
feet. "Pele was the greatest footballer of all time but he would
not get into the Irish guards because of his height,” Gilmore
wisely observed.

And what about Mother Theresa, Barry McGuigan, Brit
sports minister Colin Moynihan, Bosco and Zig & Zag, The
Flying Column asks| They are also barred| There's just no jus-
tice in the guards, is there? -

Or maybe they have more brains than to even think of
joining.

A
THE RAF'S "ARMY COUNCIL, the Air Force Board, has kindly
invited The Flying Column to drop in on tonight's presenta-
tion at the University College of North Wales on “The Royal
Air Force Today”.

Unfortunately, I'll have to miss the refreshments served at
7.30pm and the wee chat by PJ Hall because the formal invite
and RSVP card requests the pleasure of my guests and “my
company”. My mate Chuckie points out that | don’t have a
company but he says he knows ‘A’ Company would be inter-
ested. What does he mean?

7.7
THE RAF INVITE has a nice
little blurb about the RAF
Presentation Team which-
swans around Britland
telling the public about
“the vital part that modern
air power plays in defend- |\
ing our country”. A 3 3

That vital part must [Zd-"\:t
have been missing else-  pmesenrarion rean
where in North Wales earlier this month when the RAF
ducked out of the Remembrance Day service at Bangor be-
cause the Brylcreem Boys at the RAF Valley base were afraid
of attracting the attention of the IRA, the threat being “unusu-
ally high”, an RAF Godfather said.

his legs slapped by his O/C in 1980 for climbing a lamp-post
in Birmingham to hurl abuse and make obscene gestures at a
Bloody Sunday march while in full Brit army uniform, will be
wearing another uniform for the next 12 months.

The up-the-pole, demobbed fusilier had ly not
been defused and has been found guilty by Warwick Crown
Court of stealing guns and ammunition from Parker Hale in
Birmingham, where he was a weapons tester. Luckily for SB,
his defence made it clear that his client wasn't Irish and he
was sentenced to one year's imprisonment instead of the cus-
tomary 15 to 25.

GETTING HIS HANDS slapped was Corporal Allan Gray of the
Royal Electrical & Mechanical Engineers, who slipped into the
bedroom of one of his friends and proceeded to grope his
wife as they lay asleep on a water bed.

Michelle Margison awoke to feel a hand fondling her in
the dark but found that her husband, Corporal Steven Margi-
son, was fast asleep. The hand kept moving nevertheless and
the startled couple switched the light on to discover the roam-
ing REME, Gray, lying on the floor with his hands under the
sheets.

Gray was jailed for four months.

[T )
BRIT BOMB SQUAD ex-boss Roy Habershon, who hunted
down IRA suspects in the early ‘70s, this week complained
that there is no hope for a fair hearing for the accused in an
IRA bombing case.

“Effectively charged, indicted, tried and convicted,” was
how Roy Boy described the case of the Guildford Three.

”dilf- life wasn't baﬁ enough
an, 5 2N o
ch&ldmmié m".%htiﬁ
kg potce s % i,‘l"nnagme
tLi rwa
wand';?"m in m ,sb'wcgoof
Belfast dressed likke that!
Totally irresponsible!

Sorry — the Guildford Three? Yes, the Guildford Three,

Roy is upset that three Surrey detectives, facing trial for
conspiracy to pervert the course of justice, have had their cas-
es prejudiced by the remarks of Lord Justice Lane reported in
the media when he quashed the convictions of Paul Hill, Ger-
ard Conlon, Paddy Armstrong and Carole Richardson last
year.

ik
WITH THE MAJORETTES triumphant in perpetuating the hat-
ed elected dictatorship of the Thatcher dynasty in Britain,
what will happen now to War Minister Tom King who backed
leadership loser Douglas Hurd?

King is the only senior cabinet minister in British history to
be in contempt of court twice and still not be sacked or sent to
jail — the first time in the Winchester Three case and the sec-
ond when refusing to release documents about the moye-
ments of submarines in the Irish Sea to a fisherman’s family
investigating the sinking of his boat in a “freak accident” off
the Welsh coast.

Even Nixon and Reagan wouldn't keep King on.

Eaboits
THE BAD NEWS for some is that the Duke of Westminster,
Britain’s Ithiest man, has d that he is being
forced by security advisers to close the private golf club on
his Eaton estate, near Chester, because the course runs to
within 100 yards of the fat cat's Eaton Hall country residence
and he may be an IRA target.

The good news for the club’s 540 members or any other
sports-minded people is that they still have until December
31st, 1992, before it closes — that gives you two years to get
in the odd round.

Bk
FOUR FUIAN soldiers and an ex-officer were given suspend-
ed jail sentences last week for kidnapping and torturing a civil
rights university lecturer and opponent of the sectarian-bi-
ased constitution of Fiji.

The ex-officer, Sotia Ponjiase, was previously a captain in

Britain’s SAS. Old habits obviously die hard.

i
MAJOR DISASTER. Before becoming Britain’s Chancellor of
the Exchequer, John Major was once turned down when he
went for a bus conductor’s job because he couldn’t add up the
money properlyl

i
MAJOR MINOR. When John Major’s father lost his job in the
circus as a trapeze artist, for a living he produced garden
gnomes. He later produced little John but his son seldom got
in the way of his work — the gnomes were far more interest-
ing.

[T oTo )
MALVINAS REVENGE. On hearing of the political demise of
Thatcher, Socialist Workers’ Party supporters gathered at the
security gates of Downing Street with placards bearing the
slogan: “Gotchal”

Du' I rt s ] d
Qhe seems to derive more pleasure from admiring new mis-
siles than great works of art. What else can we expect from an

ex-Spam hoarder from Grantham presiding over the social and
economic decline of our country. — Labour MP Tony Banks.
(e o)

The toys thal parents
ive their children! IL's
a%xo‘uwyddsgmwful!

- But that's nota
brat with a toy gun.
Thats a brit with a real
gun/! That, believe it or
not, 16 the real thin,

v q

Inthatcase:
el
oug rea

ashamed £

themselves !

| often pare the prime minister with Florence Nightingale.
She stalks through the wards of our hospitals as a lady with a
lamp — unfortunately, it's a blowlamp. — Labour MP Denis
Healoy.

[eee]
Personally, | admired her. She was an icon. — The Workers’
Party chief ideologist for 20 years and Workers’ Party leader
Proinsias de Rossa’s speech-writer, Eoghan Harris, on soul-
mate Thatcher.

Q00
The behaviour of the Conservatives over the past few days
does not inspire confidence in their resolution to do what has
to be done in Ireland: to recognise that Northern Ireland is a
failed entity and to help build new political structures which
involve all the people of the island. — krish News editorial,
Friday, November 23rd.
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