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"Believing that the British Government hes no right in Ireland,
never had any right in Ireland, and ean never have any right in
Ircland, the presence in any one generation of Irishmen of even
a2 respectable minority ready to affirm that truth, makes that
government forever a usurpation and crime against human progress,”

-~ James Connollyy, 1916

ONE DAY IN MAGILLIGAN P.O.W. CAMP

-- written by a Political Hostage

STEEL GATES CRASH OPEN. Harsh English accents clash with
Northern Irish, coming closer to our barred hut door, Jangle of keys.
Locks un-bolted, hut lights stab the darkness to reveal two rows of
sleeping men and youths. "32, Sir. All correct," The tramp of 1
heavy boots rccede and the door slams shut, 32 prisoners lie oon-
templating the grey, unchanging tin of a Nissen hut, knowing
another day begins, an exact replica of the one that went before.
Shortly after, our Hut 0/C's voice stirs us into action, Feet hit the
concrete floor and head into the wind-blasted cage. air, A Brit im
his tower turns his binoculars to look in upon the Provos arising.

He will watch us for the rest of the day., No privacy in a concentra-
tion camp, We 80 caged men know that all around us, 600 men, Loyalist
and Republican, are going through the same ritual as us, Stand and
wait your turn to/wash as there aren't enough washbasins., "What's the

water 1like?" nFreezingt" After a cup of tea round the yard in

circles we go pecring through eye-distorting wire at loyalists in

the opposite cage, peering back at us. Here too, they keep us apart,

Men zo about their work duties, washing floors, cleaning showers,

emptying bins.. Two screws patrolling the cage wategh all this daily “‘
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e Day in Magilligan P,0.M, Camp" -- continued . il

ctivity but have no say in it. The political status we have was too
dearly won to ever accept orders from these bounty hunters, Yester-
day, they raided as we slept. Over 100 black uniforms slid through

the cage gate, creeping in like the dawn., "UP Everyone into the
canteenl" It is safe to give orders when standing over sleeping men,
baton in hand, Men scramble for clothes and half-clad go out past
smirking screws, Canteen door locked behind us. Wait, Listen to

the "rehabilitators" pulling our beds apart, poking through our clothes,
readine aloud our personal letters from home. And you ask why men

could be caused to burn down such a place?! Hours pass, the

| tnesion gorws. Eventually the barred door opens and, two at a time,
we are taken to the showers, Lincs of screws. Stripped, humili-
ated in the cause of the high God security,. Return to our huts to

i clean up the mess, One man attempts to re-glue a Celtic cross on
’ which he has worked for months. What's going on in the head of a man
who would break a cross into pieces, or rip up books? Fear? After
finishinhg their destruction these "offigers of the prison service"
slink away to ravage other men's possessions in another cage, Typical
raid,. At least the Britis didn't come today with their dogs and ges.
Maybe next week. Try to assess how much damage they have done this
time but knowing we will not get anything replaced anyway. All of us
aware that this is just another attempt to turn the thumb-screw tighter,
to destroy our morale, But being above all these people we smile at
our comrades, crack a joke, and carry on,

"Papad anoist" The volce of the drill instructor jerks us back
to the reality of thés new day, Run to find a place in the drill

squad, To orders in our native tongue wwe march; as Seamus Heaney

the poet says: "A people on the march," The binoculars towering

above us takes note of it all, The Aiscipline of marching is good for

the men as it makes us A body against the system, All the while, men

go joyously for visits and return dark-eyed through the gate, Half an

| hour of reality in a sea of unreality., "Well Seén, what's happening
in Derry?" Llways the question., The care of the exiled Derryman for

his city. "Your mother's house was raided again," Why the hell don't

1
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1)ican, continucd)

v leave them alone?" Tide of
ncer wells up and is stored with
the thousands of other ' angors
that Englishmen in Ireland have
crcated in us, And when the scrow
snaps "Time upi" you leave your
visitors, silently cursing the
system and cursing also those who
would ask us to lie down under it.
A cay passes. flowly inca
concentration camp as time has no
relevance, what do hours mean to
a vrisoner scrving twenty years?
But eventually the day drags itselfl
out and at nine o'clock the screws
crunt us and bholt the door behind
uss That night, like many other
nights, while the Brits and their
war-cdogs peatrol arnund our cage
we cet a sing-song going by vittue
of the only guitar that we have
left after the nrevious day's raid.
In songs of protast of our country
we affirm that all the wire, the
cun-towars, the Brits, will never
break ocur spirit, or our belief in
being Irish in Ireland. So cventu-
ally, the guitar is put away, the

hut lights go out and the iepublican

prisoners of Magilligan camp nelt

away to bed, Even then, the peri-
meter
and in the distancc,the Magilligan
trzin hoots into Derry, the city of
our childhoeod,
youth for our youth was spent here,
behind the wire. A Brit war-dog

nowls, A prisoners scroams in his

sleep, remembering maybe the torture

chambhers of Ballykelly or Holywood
Barracks, Around us, we are
shrouded by the hills of Donegal.

Qur thought:
"We hope and pray
That this dread disease
May vass our children by."

~=- contributed by an
Irish Politicel Prisoner
Magilligan P.O,W., Camp
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%  FOURTH ANNIVERSARY -~ 19 hugust 1971-1975 2
* Derry Republicans always remember with pride i
* yOL, JIM O'HAGAN, 6g1airh no héirennn, Derry Brigade 2
%  yilled on active service 19 hugust 1971 ;
% YRUATH*LAYING CERWMONY -- held by Seén Dolan (Waterside) Cumann

* Sund~y, 24 hugust 1975 -- City Cemetery -- 3 p.m, z
* PUBLIC _INVITED %

‘re-unification of our 1la

lights intru’e into our sleep

Not the city of our

FOURTH ANNIVERSARY

This wock has seen the 4th anni-
versaryv of Volunteer Jim O'Haenn,
Derry Brigae, Oglaigh na hEireann,
who died on active service ten
days after intornment was intro-
ducer! in 1971. Like Eamonn
Lafferty who died the previous
dny, he works! and lived for the
peonle., Unselfish even to the
oxtent of givinz his cown 1life, he
worked tir. lessly to end Britisn
interfercnce in the form of occu-
nation of ocur land and imprison-
ment of our bhrothers.

Now, four years later, the
ideals for which he died still
remain unrealised, The ending of
imprisonment for political beliefs
continuss to ba a main demand of
the Provisi nal Republican Move-
ment . The withdrawal of enemy troc~
remains 2 princi le voint.

To honour Jim O'Hagan is to I
support those demands as he 4id,
Not everybody makes ths supreme
sacrifice, but sacrifices will
hava to he made to see the eventual

a.
= P.R.0u; Segn bolan

Sinn Fein Cumenn, watersid
*i-********k******-ﬁ

THANSFEE BILLY PAGE IMMEDIATELY

Grant Billy Page his POLITICAL |
/ STATUS IMiBDIATELY '

Billy Page, held on remand until
0ld enouzh to be tried in an
adults court, is sentenced to
life imrnisonment on charges
of shooting = Brit, Desnite °
tha blatantly nolitical nature

.of these charges, Billy Page
has been refused political
status.

SINN FéIN has already taken
over the GPO to publicly
protest this. Watch for and
support all other vnrotest
actions ormanised hy SINN FéIN

* * * * * ™ .
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in Barry-Joe ualker Sinn
cumann protests strongly
nst the action taken by Mili-
v Police Thuss on a young
Pof and aumb hoy who lives near
the Rosemount Barracks.
The youth was sitting on a
ghon window ledee on Sunday last
when two Military Police c=2me un
to him and asked him what he wag
Anins with a stone in his hand,
(The boy was tossing a stone up
and down in the air, catching it
when it came down) .

of course, when the boy Aaid
not answer (being Aeaf he didn't
near, and beinr Aumb even if he
nad, he couldn't sneak), they
recistered a sharp blow to the
back of his heade.

Once agein, it shows that even
under the truce situation in Derry
the Brits met away with as much ha
harsssment as they think they cane.
-- PR.O%

Eevin Barry-Joe Walker

Sinn Féin Cum~nn
*****%-‘n ***-}4‘*****%
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STRAND ROAD-CARNHILL:

THIRVES IN THE NIGHT
The criminals who persist in
terrorising the Strand Road shon

ts of thieving

rwners with their ac
pe severely ’

will when annrehended
Ae=1t with,

The latest repor
have received sugrest that the
robher rogues responsihle for the
early morning hreak-ins of the
Rock =zrea shons and the Carnhill

ts Sinn Fein

maybe they are fed up .
with their Sandhurst of
ordering about...What it is I don
know bhut last week a Free Derry
News paper-seller was standing
near a checkpoint when one of these
grecn-spotted uniforms comes over
and asks if there's was any chance
of vetting a copy. He was told he
would have to pay for it == thinking
that would put th#m ~ff., But he

must have wanted 1t badly hecause

he actually reached into his nocket
and npulled out two-bobh and said

KEEP THE CHANGE!"
I mean, that' what sO many of
sunpporters say pbut we did kind
k from thisi

ficers aways
't

our
of get a shoc

************#*#*&***

CUKIOSITY KILLED THE CAT

j11 some Brits too.

And just may k
residents of Shan-

On londay night
tallow were entertained by the
antics of those moronic Thugs. One
of their camera-hapny maniacs was
coming rcund the district with his
film and equipment, taking nhotos

of everyone in sight. In fact he

was Sso enthusiastic that he had the
Jeep drive him around the arza
twicw. The second time arnund he

or the driver must nave been lookinm
at something interesting, hecause
the wheel of the Land Rover somehow
caught the edge of the footpath and
the Brit Landrover did two scmer-
saults in the air and three

Brits had to be nulled from under-

neath it.e.

******************

LETTER_TO THE EDITOR

Mobhile 8hop will soon —- unintarmn-
tirnally -- reveal their identity.
The Hepublican Movement realise
that the residents of Carnhill,
Strand Road, or elsewhere cannot
rely on the protection of the so-
cai1led ‘"security forces", and
therefore are compelled to inter-
vene on their behalf in order to
ensure that the Shop Owners are
free to esrn their living, without
fear of heing cheated by the un-
scrunulous actions of THIEVES IN

THE NIGHT.

*%%%****%‘l’r%*%****

THAT'S WHAT ALL OUR SUPPOKTERS. SAY ...

The BEditor of Free Derry News
wonders who supnorts us these days
—- I mean, I know you do, but there
are those funny wans wearine the
rare qreen—snntteﬁ trousers and
pretending they are still living
in the Junzle (well, they hide
hehind checkpoints 1camouflaced"”
by jungle-style netting...)Anyway

L chara,

T don't knowwio to write to but
I want to say"thank you" to the
Republican Movement for what they
did in stopping the riots last week.
No one minded a riot if the
RUC or Brits were harassing but in
the later part of the week when it
got that young fellows were setting
fire to our own shops we had a
bellyfull., There's no point in
that kind of thing.
It's sood to know that someone
can look after the ordinary
neople of the district and pregent
this carry-on,

Slievemore Resident
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~_ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR LRE GLAD
HEQEIVBU LND WILL BE PRINTED WHéﬁ%Y
POSSIBLE. GIVE TO THE EDITOR OR

TQ ANY FKEE DEHRY NEWS SELLER OR
LEaVE IN 4 SINN FEIN CuNTHE .
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