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EDITORIAL
This is the second newssheet
sponsored by the Irish Political
Prisoners in Europe Group. Itis a
further effort to highlight the dif-
ficulties and hardships faced by
Irish prisoners incarcerated in
jails in Europe and the anguish
caused to family members,

Altogether there are 15 Irish peo-
ple imprisoned in various countries
throughout Europe. Six in France,
four in Holland, two in Germany,
and three in Belgium. Several, have
already been served with extradi-
tion warrants and one woman, Don-
na Maguire, from Newry, was extra-
dited from Belgium to Holland last
December. It has recently been dis-
closed that the US are now seeking
the extradition of Gerry McGeough

who 1s currently in prison in Ger-
many. If this extradition goes ahead
it could mean that he will serve long
years of imprisonment in America
without actually being convicted of
any crime there, as happened in the
case of Belfast man Joe Doherty.
Families bear the brunt of the
hardship surrounding the imprison-
ment of loved ones and that hard-
ship is magnified when relatives are
in jails overseas, The sheer distance
they have to travel for visits can be
both financially and emotionally
crippling for them, Relatives of pris-
oners in Holland and Belgium have
been forced to endure "closed” visits
and those visiting Holland cannot
claim those visits lost throughout
the year. Some of these prisoners are
expected to serve as long as three
years on remand; as in the case of

the three men CHarged 1 COMMIECtION
with the Eksund in France. That
means that prisoners' families are
forced to travel long distances for
visits which, as in the case of Hol-
land and Belgium, can take place un-
der "closed" conditions. This adds to
the relatives already distressed
state.

Our group would ask that people
support us in highlighting the condi-
tions under which Irish people im-
prisoned in European jails are
forced to live. We also need financial
support in order to finance family
visits throughout the year.

Anyone willing to make a contri-
bution or a donation can contact the
group at 51/55 Falls Road or phone
Belfast 243371

Is mise le meas,

Editor.




The Trial of
Gerry Hanratty

Gerry Hanratty and Gerry McGeough were arrested on the Ger-

man/Dutch border on August 30th, 1988. Since then both men have
been held on remand in separate maximum-security prisons in Ger-
many. Throughout their imprisonment the two men have been
forced to endure intolerable prison conditions, which subjects them
to a 23-hour daily lock-up in solitary confinement. At one stage they
actually had their hands cuffed behind their backs while exercising

in the prison yards.
In August of 1990, the trial of
the two men began amidst tight
security and, from its onset, it
became clear that an element of
double dealingwas taking place
between the German DPP and
the RUC. In a document drawn
up by one of the defendants,
Gerry Hanratty of West Belfast,
he outlines the way in which a
series of telex messages passed
between the German DPP office
in Karlsruhe and RUC Head-
quarters at Knock. Later, a pri-
vate meeting was requested be-
tween the DPP and RUC which
took place at RUC Headquar-
ters.
The reason given for such a

® GERRY McGEOUGH |

meeting was that such sensitive
information could only be dis-
cussed in private. The real pur-
pose of the meeting became ap-
parent later when statements
drawn together by both the Ger-
man DPP and the RUC were
presented to the court. The
statements made allegations as
to the two men's political lean-
ings and contained information
about their family backgrounds.

In March 1990, the trial
court, sitting in private, ruled
that the statements held re-
stricted or secret information
and therefore couldn’t be used in
any German courts. However,
this decision was reversed after
an appeal by the German DPP.
Since then members of the RUC
have been allowed to appear in
court and make all sorts of false
allegations against Hanratty
and McGeough. They put for-
ward so called "intelligence re-
ports’’ that claim the two men
were members of the IRA, yet
they offered no evidence to sub-
stantiate such an allegation.

In another twist to the case
Sweden, despite being hailed as
upholders of the individual’s dig-
nity and human rights, handed
over confidential papers to the
German court. The papers sug-
gested that Gerry McGeough

© GERRY HANRA’I'I‘Y
had made a plea for political
asylum in Sweden several years
ago, a claim totally rejected by
Gerry McGeough himself.

The most disturbing develop-
ment in the trial to date is the
recent call for the extradition of
Gerry McGeough to the US. On
January 5th of this year, Gerry
McGeough was served with pro-
visional extradition warrants
which alleged that he was in-
volved in a plot to purchase
weapons in the US in 1983. De-
spite strenuously denying the
charges, and the US offering lit-
tle or no evidence to prove his
guilt, it is possible that his ex-
tradition to the States could go
ahead. One has only to look at
the case of Joe Doherty to re-
alise that McGeough could be
held without charge for years.

As the trial progresses it is
likely that its conspiratorial
tone will increase. The two men
have already been in custody
two and a half years and it could
be another year and a half be-
fore the trial is completed. It i
of the utmost importance that
those groups and individuals
who are opposed to extradition
actively campaign in support of
these two men imprisoned in 2
German jail. Don’t allow the US
to have their second Joe Doher-

ty.
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Holland

THERE ARE four Irish people

imprisoned in Holland: Donna

Maguire from Newry; Sedan Hick

from Dublin; Paul Hughes from

Jonesborough and Gerry Harte
' from Lurgan.

The four are currently on trial and
are held in the same jail at Masstrict
where they are are subjected to en-
forced isolation, solitary confinement,
and "closed"’ visits, because the Dutch
authorities claim they are high-security
risk prisoners. They are allowed no con-
tact with one another and are kept un-
der 23-hour lock-up. Relatives are al-
lowed only a single one hour visit per
trip to Holland which results in great
financial and emotional hardship.

The prosecution in the case has re-
cently called for the four to be sen-
tenced to 20 years without the possibili-
ty of release until that full term has
been served. This follows requests for
the extradition of Paul Hughes, Donna
Maguire and Sedn Hick to Germany.
Donna Maguire has already been extra-
dited from Belgium to Holland; this
was despite the fact that had she been
sentenced for what she was charged
with in Belgium she would have been
set free on completion of her sentence
in that country.

On Thursday, February 8th, Donna
was assaulted by several policeman
whilst on her way to court to challenge
this latest extradition warrant. All
Irish prisoners in Holland are hand-

\ \

cuffed and blindfolded when they travel
to court and when Donna complained
her handcuffs were too tight she was
punched in the face by one of the police-
men escorting her. The punch knocked
her up against a nearby wall and she
received cuts and bruises to her face.
When Donna fell to the ground other
policemen kicked her about the ribs,
yet when her solicitor made a com-
plaint to the court about the incident,
the judge refused to take any action

Paul Hughes

against the policemen concerned.

If past incidents are anything to go
by it could be assumed that Irish pris-
oners held in European jails are being
used as pawns in Europe. It appears
that some European countries are pre-
pared to hold them without evidence
until another country seeks their extra-
dition. In essence, this means that they
can be passed around the various coun-
tries until one of the countries can
come up with enough evidence to con-
vict them,

People who are aware of the duplici-
ty and corrupt nature of British justice
could be forgiven for believing that
British influence in some of these Euro-
pean countries exists at a higher level
than its supposed to.

Footnote: We are glad to inform our
readers that due to campigning by

) ITPY EERSTaY the prisoners, their families and
IR MCEID CUET this group, the four prisoners are
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in the case against
“|(clockwise) Donna b 4
AT Tt i view this as a breakthrough and

(B3PI LR BNV hope such meetings will become

d to associate with each
other for one hour per week. We

more frequent in the near future.




An update on
the situation
of prisoners
in France

THERE ARE SIX Irish political
prisoners in France, three are
currently on remand and three,
James Doherty, Gabriel Cleary
and James Coll, have recently
been sentenced to five years
each in connection with the Ek-
sund case.

The three remand prisoners, Patrick
Murray, Donagh O’Kane and Pauline
Drumm, have now been in separate
French prisons for over a year and a half.
French law operates somewhat different-
ly from the legal process here and a pre-
siding judge is normally responsible for
building up a legal case against the ac-
cused. Germany has already filed extra-
dition warrants for Donagh, Pauline and
Patrick and it is hoped the French au-
thorities will refuse to comply with the
extradition requests.

® PAULINE DRUMM

Three prisoners
charged in Belgium

Since the last newssheet was
published there have been three
more Irish people charged in Eu-
rope. Kieran McCarthy, John
Daly and Gerry Roche are being
held in custody in Belgium fol-
lowing an arms find there.
Recent reports from the three
men’s solicitors claim that the Belgian
DPP is trying to tie the three men in
with an incident which happened af-
ter their arrest. They are alleging that
the men were part of a conspiracy to
rob a warehouse, something that the
men are strenuously denying.
Following family visits to the three,
it was discovered that they, like the
prisoners in Holland, are being forced
to take their visits under “closed” con-
ditions which allows them no physical
contact with family members. It has
also been disclosed that only family
members are allowed to visit which
results in the men only receiving vis-
its when the family can afford to trav-
el. These rules and regulations sur-
rounding visits do not apply to other
prisoners in Belgium and we ask that

® JOHN DALY

'@ KIERAN McCARTHY
these restrictions be lifted from Irish

prisoners.

@ James Doher

le the court

For further information on
tal European jails please contact:

Irish Political Prisoners jn
51/55 Falls Road, Belfast, Te!
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Irish Political Prisoners held in continen-

Europe Solidarity Group.
lephone: 243371



