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!i EDITORIAL

British pressure
INncreases

When N Ireland Secretary, Tom King, warned Dublin of the “very serious
implications™ for Anglodrish relations if Dublin does not introduce the
Extradition Act on December 1st he was being somewhat less than hones’t.
Britain doesn’t give a damn about Anglo-Irish relations. The government’s
only concern is to maintain British rule in Ireland.

Britain has used the Anglo-Irish Agreement to encourage the nationalist
population in the Six Counties into believing that meaningful reforms are
just around the corner. Even this pretence has now gone. King’s harsh
words were followed by Thatcher’s remarks on the issue of Diplock
Court reform — “The future of courts in Northern Ireland is a matter for
the UK Government and is not a bargaining counter.”’

Having played along with the Anglo-Irish Agreement for two years the
government now displays a total disregard for Anglo-Irish relations. The
government is well aware of popular opposition to the Extradition Act in
the Twenty Six Counties. Yet it does not appear willing to even allow
Dublin a face saving compromise of delaying the legislation.

The British government has been similarly bloody-minded in declaring
its intention to force councillors in the Six Counties to take an oath
condemning violence. Both the Dublin government and the Social
Democratic and Labour Party are opposed to this measure. The only
political force in Ireland to have welcomed the move is the Unionist
camp, and they are complaining that the ‘anti-violence oath’ doesn’t go
far enough.

According to the national press King has always been opposed to
the introduction of such an oath. It has been suggested that the intensely
Loyalist Thatcherite, John Stanley, is responsible for the move,

What the national press, political commentators and politicians are
not announcing is the failure of the Anglo-Irish Agreement to politically
isolate Sinn Fein and the failure of increased cross-border co-operation
to defeat the IRA. Moreover, despite the existence of the Agreement
international opinion has continued to focus on the inherent incqlmlitic_\j
in the sectarian Six Counties statelet.,

The nationalist people of West Belfast expressed their views on the
matter quite clearly by electing Fra McCann and Mairtin O Muilleoir to
serve on Belfast City Council as Sinn Fein Councillors, Sinn Fejn with
nine members, is now the largest non-Unionist party on the (70uncil,

The local election result just adds more weight to the a :
‘Where there is oppression there is resistance,’

For an account of the history of the dise
in the Six Counties see pages 6 and 7,

ge old adage —

nfranchisement f nationalists

=
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NEWS FROM IRELAND

Frank Millar, off to London television.

Rats leave a
sinking ship

Two resignations have recently
startled the Unionist parties
from their torpor, and could be
the first sign of a realignment
of these parties.

On 11th September, Frank
Millar declared his resignation
as chief executive of the
Official Unionist Party. He
plans to leave Ireland and take
up a job working in television
in London. Still only in his
early 30s Millar was the rising
star of the OUP. Then, even
more dramatically, the news of
Peter Robinson’s resignation as
deputy leader of the Demo-
cratic Unionist Party was
leaked to the press in early
October. As Paisley’s right
hand man for several years,
Robinson was seen as his
natural successor and his resign-
ation was said to be a consider-
able blow to the old bigot.

The link between these
resignations is that the two
men were, along with Harold
McCusker, the co-authors of
the Unionist Task Force Report
produced earlier this year. This
was no revolutionary docu-
ment, but did suggest some
strategics towards extracting
Unionism from the hole it has
dug itself into over opposition
to the Anglo-Irish Agreement.
Moreover, it indicated support
in the right circumstance for
‘responsibility-sharing’ in any
future devolved government.

This report has been totally
ignored by the two party
leaders, Paisley and Molyneaux,
who are presently engaged in
their ‘talks about talks’ with NI

Peter
wings.

Robinson, waiting in the
Secretary Tom King. But short
of the unlikely event of the
scrapping of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement it is hard to see
what these talks can gain them.
Meanwhile their unimaginative
leadership  faces mounting
opposition within the Unionist
parties. Millar may have gone
to London, but Robinson is
still very much waiting in the
wings.

Nuclear energy

fall out

What do radiation and the British government have in common?
— Neither recognises Irish sovereignty.

Widespread public oppos-
ition to nuclear power in
Ireland has so far been success-
ful in stopping putative plans
for the development of a nu-
clear power programme in the
26 counties. So there is anger
at Britain’s decision to build
more nuclear power plants, and
at its continuing use of the
Irish Sea as a dumping ground
for its nuclear waste.

Fresh outrage and minister-
ial protests have greeted the
announcement of a planned
new reactor at Trawsfynydd in
North Wales along with the
proposal to bury highly radio-
active waste under the Irish Sea
less than 100 miles from the
Irish coast.

NUCLEAR ENERGY

The plan to build a new PWR
type reactor at Trawsfynydd,
next to the existing ageing and
accident prone Magnox reactor
was criticised by both Ray
Burke, Fianna Fail’s Minister
for Energy, and Dick Spring,
leader of the Labour Party,
who said that if the plans went
ahead it would have to be re-
garded by Ireland ‘“as a hostile
act’’.

There are already 11 nuclear
power stations on Britain’s
west coast, situated largely in
‘wilderness’ areas. Very often
the closest large conurbations
are across the Irish Sea on the
east coast of Ireland — far closer
to Dublin than to London!

The announcement of the
planned new reactor comes
around the same time as an
EEC conference on health and
safety in the nuclear age was
told that a nuclear accident in
Britain could kill 40,000 people
in Ireland and wipe out half of
its agriculture for five years.
Fresh disclosures on the levels
of radiation released by the
1957 fire at Sellafield, the
world’s most serious nuclear
accident until Chernobyl, have
been making the news and
recent evidence suggests the
high incidence of Downs Syn-
drome babies on Ireland’s
east coast, particularly around
Dundalk, is directly attributable
to that accident.

Research in this country has
shown ‘significant’ clusters of
leukaemia and cancer around
nuclear power stations and
the Dublin Government has
launched an inquiry into cancer
deaths, particularly in the
north-east, over the last fifteen
years. Headed by the Minister
for Health it should report
soon.

NUCLEAR WASTE

On September 16th Ray Burke
met with Cecil Parkinson, the
newly rehabilitated Minister of
Energy, to protest at the plans
for the new North Wales N-
Plant and to push Fianna Fail’s
long standing demand for the
closure of Sellafield/Windscale.

On the eve of the meeting
British Nuclear Fuels Limited
tactfully announced its plans
to bury high level nuclear waste
in caverns beneath the Irish
Sea! The Central Electricity
Generating Board have been
pumping liquid nuclear waste
into the Irish Sea for years
with the result that inter-
national experts have branded
it the most radioactive stretch
of water in the world.

There is understandable
anxiety too, in Ireland, over
Britain’s increasingly pressing
need to de-commission its age-
ing Magnox reactors and radio-
active Nuclear submarines. The
British government does not
seem to have a clear plan about
how this will be done or where
the resulting waste will be
dumped. The fear is that the
Irish Sea will be used once
again as Britain’s dumping
ground.

The meeting of ministers
was ‘frank and open’. Ray
Burke lodged a protest and
issued a strong statement after
the meeting. Yet he failed to
gain any concessions save for
an invitation to visit Sellafield
to see the place for himself.

The state of Anglo-Irish
relations being what they are
the British seem set to ignore
all protest from Ireland and
carry on using the Irish Sea as
its private dumping ground for
nuclear waste.
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NEWS FROM IRELAND

Extradition headachﬁm

When the British government entered into the Anglo_—lrlsh
ment with the Dublin government it declared its inten
introduce reforms in the Six Counties. As with many Bri
atives in Ireland the move was dictated by political exp

Agree-
tion to
itish initi-
ediency.

The British government had to respond to the developing threat
of Irish Republicanism in an all-Ireland context.

As with all measures of poli-
tical expediency, unforeseen
consequences of the Anglo-
Irish Agreement have arisen.
First we had the Unionist
Parties’ alienation from West-
minster. Then, about a year
ago, the issue of non-ury
Diplock Courts raised its head.
A year ago many people
outside of Ireland did not
consider the injustices of non-
jury courts as a major issue.
That position has now changed.
Sections of the British press
have run many articles on
Diplock Courts and interna-
tional opinion has been re-
minded of the Six Counties’
judicial idiosyncracies. When
N Ireland Secretary, Tom King,
visited the USA in September
he was quizzed by Congress-
man Joseph Kennedy, among
others, on Diplock Courts.

EXTRADITION

The British government was
quite willing to play along with
the charade of a ‘dialogue’ with
Dublin. The false impression of
a working Anglo-Irish Agree-
ment was cleverly portrayed.
But, then along came the
extradition issue. It was sug-
gested that the Fianna Fail
government in Dutlin intended
to use ratification of the Euro-
pean Convention on Extra-
dition as a lever to persuade the
British government to intro-
duce Diplock Court reform.

By this stage the British
government’s patience with the
game was wearing thin, The
British government has declared
it is not going to reform Diplock
Courts and it is demanding
that the Dublin government
introduces the Extradition Act
on December 1st.

FRAME-UPS

But, people have a habit of
getting in politicians’ way. Not
only have people in Ireland
taken notice of what has been
taking place in the Anglo-Irish
Agreement, they have definite
views on the issues raised.
People are not happy with
Diplock Courts and nor are
they happy with extradition.

The experiences of the
Birmingham Six, the Gunldfqrd
Four and the Maguire Family
are proof enough of the fact
that Irish people do not.get
fair trials in Britain.

Irish Agreemen

"ltla"S‘gence on

‘tion question. Needless
f())(t::glginn quin has playeq a
significant part in opposing

adition. L
ext}r’n’or to Kings o
following the Anglo-Irish grfe ;
t intergovern mental confer
October, wher‘1 he
e ‘“‘very Sserious
for Anglo-Irish

reforms have

outburst

men
ence on 21st
warned of th
z’mplications”

Although the southern popu-
lation has very little influence
over the affairs of the British
state in the Six Counties, or in
Britain itself, they are in a posi-
tion to influence the Dublin
govcrn'menl. !lcncc a mounting
campaign against extradition in
the Twenty Six Counties,

ANTI-EXTRADIT]|
CAMPAIGN N

Opposition to extradition in the
Twenty Six Counties is not the
result of the Anglo-Irish Agree-
ment. Nor is it a consequence
of the British government’s
Tefusal to implement reforms
in the Six Counties, But, the

publicity given to the Anglo-
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yelations if Dublin doesn’t
Introduce the new legislation
on extradition by December
Ist, it was felt by many that
Fhe Fianna Faij] government
m.tf:nded to postpone the Extra-
dition Act,

.[)cspite this belief the cam-
pulgn. against extradition has
steadily BIOWn over the [ast
couple of months, To date lii
Iocgl authorities have declarc;i
their opposilion to extradition

c‘ern to Fianna Faj T
Charles Huughcy

that many party ‘n
opposed to extradi

aoiseach,
is the fact
1embers are
tion and are

e

increasingly willj
their opposition,n & degy,,
3

PRESSURE po |
Pressure g clearly 'CS
within the Twen¢, Si MOung,
on the Dublin g, * Coupg?
wrest some concessjrn Mty
Britain. On the Otherzns frop,
British government & an , the
pressure on Dublip ¢ ;PDlying
Something has o . 2%off
whatever the outcOVQ' Byg
British 8OVernment ; o the
ipgly finding jtse|f in NCreg.
situation. Either the Fj 10-yipy
government wil] . Na Fyj
against Britain op ¢, e
British intransigence wi
b_lamed for Dublin’g jm;]
tion of the ExtraditionOduc'
Likewise Sinn Fejp is in Act,
lose situation, It is the oma e
{)reland poptical party to }}’1:,1,5
een con
extraditiofll.swntly P
The irony of it al j th
eqtering into sham talks op
minor reforms in the first place
the British government s now
playing a major part in mobilis-
ing public opinion i the
Twenty Six Counties.

BIRMINGHAM Six

There is another option ayai-
able to the British government
which we shouldn’t rule out,
however unlikely it may appear.
If this months Court of Appeal
finds in favour of the Birming-
ham Six their 13 yearimprison-
ment could be excused as an
aberration in British justice
with the courts now making
good their original mistake.
This would enable Fianna Fail
to pass the Extradition Act
without loss of face.

However, the implications
for the British state if it 810
admit such a gross miscarma&
of justice are immense. :W
decision to release the Blrm}n:l'
ham Six cannot be .’lccredllt'i
to British justice. If the B
mingham Six do Wi lh_n‘\;
Appeal it would be an indu‘J_Ui*.h
of just how much the Bfl:u-
government has cmbrolled_l[{‘nr
in the Anglo-Irish Agree™
‘game’,

Of major con
British government
the prospect of
Extradition Camp3i ople il
ising vast numbers of PEOF
the Twenty Six COUTH
Sinn Fein establish.m j
a major political force o us

o 4 4
south in much the ’a:‘/,umagh

at by

cern 10 the
must
e

the National H-BIOC¥™ "coin
Campaign launChed‘ ‘l‘e in the
onto the electoral ¢ y 1980s:

: o ar
Six Counties in the €




NEWS FROM IRELAND

as well as of suspects in Gough
Barracks and Castlereagh are
being investigated,

® Strip searching of women
prisoners in Armagh Prison over
a number of years is also con-
sidered, with Amnesty stating
it “believes that Strip-Searching
constitutes ill-treatment when
it is carried out with the deli-
berate intention of humiliating
or degrading prisoners.” In
November 1986 the organis-
ation again wrote to the
Government to say its concern
had not been alleviated and to
urge the Government to recon-
sider its policy on Strip-Search-

ing.
® Amnesty also took up the
case of Ella O’Dwyer and

Martina Anderson and wrote to
the Home Secretary about their
ordeal while on remand.

® Amnesty has requested the
Government to review the con-
victions of the Birmingham Six
and the Guildford Four, draw-
ing attention to the allegations
of brutality that led to the
‘confessions’ and that a “‘con-
siderable new volume of evi-
dence and information has
come to light”.

Amnesty International is
not in the business of drawing
political conclusions from its
findings. However what has em-
erged from successive Reports
is that there is a systematic
pattern of abuse being practised
on Irish people. Amnesty is an
internationally respected organ-
isation whose findings will con-
tinue to embarrass the govern-
ment and deflate its arrogant
claim to lecture the world on
civil liberties.

#

When the finger
points

The .] 987 Amnesty International Report has just been published WOMEN
and it continues to reflect the abuses inflicted on the Irish people [& = L . IN

by the British State. Under the heading ‘United Kingdom® eight [ii = =7, ‘¥

issues are held to be of concern to Amnesty International, of these [ | b

no Jess than six relate to the struggle in Ireland, while another ARMAGH

concerns a Kashmiri leader arrested under the PTA.

® Amnesty has written to the
Government over its ““failure to
deal adequately with issues
raised by a series of incidents
since 1982 in which unarmed
individuals were shot dead by
the Security Forces.”

Amnesty has. re-iterated its
claim that an independent
judicial inquiry is needed, parti-
cularly noting the controversy
surrounding the removal of

John Stalker from the Police
inquiry.

® Diplock Courts and the
Supergrass trials have also been
monitored by Amnesty and the
report notes poor standards of
evidence and the practice of
giving ‘immunity’ to key wit-
nesses (Supergrasses).

e Reports of violence and ill-
treatment of inmates at Crum-
lin Road and Magilligan Prison,

ARE

peadf? e 3

TS

Report condemns
discrimination

A government sponsored
investigation into employment
trends in the Six Counties
between 1971 and 1985 has
just published its findings. The
Standing Advisory Commission
on Human Rights commiss-
joned the survey undertaken
by the Policy Studies Institute.

The report found that only
a ‘very small minority’ of
employers have meaningful
equal opportunities policies

and that employment discrim-
ination against the catholic
population is as bad today as it
was 15 years ago, ie catholic
men are 2.5 times as likely to
be unemployed as protestants.

This is all old hat to regular
readers of Troops Out. But the
report could cause further
embarrassment to the British
government as it makes over
100 recommendations for a
change in the situation.

IRELAND:
CAUSE OF
LABOUR?

A conference for trade unionists on

28 November 1987

The Camden Centre

Bidborough Street For delegates pack and further information,
London NW1 contact ‘Ireland: The Cause of Labour?’,

(opp St Pancras Station) BM Box 5335, London WC1N 3XX
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ment in the past few years.

Central to the government’s unspoken
strategy in the Anglo-Irish Agreement is
the development of a strong Catholic
middle class who would see their interests
as the same as the British government.
This new middle class would be crucial
in undermining the large and radicalised
nationalist working class population. To
this end the government has been trying
to undermine the popular appeal of Sinn
Fein and develop support for the SDLP.
Communities which vote for Sinn Fein
face direct discrimination. Their right to
vote for whom they wish is continually
challenged, and attempts by these com-
munities to build their own cultural and
educational infrastructure is under attack
from the N. Ireland office.

VOTING

Undermining or outright prevention of
peoples democratic right to vote for
whom they wish has been a constant
feature of Britain’s rule in Ireland and is
a basic element of the Northern Ireland
statelet since it was formed. One person
one vote and an end to gerrymandering
were prime demands of the Northern
Ireland Civil Rights Movement in the
late sixties.

Unionist supremacy was maintained
by a combination of repressive legislation,
armed might, and discrimination against
nationalists in voting. This discrimination
took two forms. There was a restricted
franchise of rate payers and their spouses
which discriminated against poor/non-
houseowners, of which nationalists were
disproportionately numbered. Unionist
chief whip Major Curran put it plainly in
1946 when he said “The best way to pre-
vent the overthrow of the government by
the people who had no stake in the
country and had not the welfare of the
people of Ulster at heart was to disenfran-
chise them.”

The other form was gerrymandering
the electoral boundaries. Electoral bound-
aries were drawn so that nationalist votes
were concentrated in a few areas and
Unionist votes were always just sufficient
to win a majority in the other areas. This
meant that the Unionist vote was maxi-
mised and the Nationalist vote minimised,

South Ward

11,185 voters

10,047 Catholics

1,138 Protestants

8 [Nationalist] Councillors

The clearest example of Gerymandering at work
and 10,274 Protestants — yet the Corporation was still Unionist cont
the Catholic majority leaving 14,429 Catholics as against 8,871 p
changes, the city was divided into three wards as follows:

Patterns of Discrimination

In the last two issues under Parrerns of Discrimination Wwe l(fok'ed at
discrimination in employment and the fightback against it, prmcm'fl“y
around the MacBride Principles. (Both issues available at 30p .eflch‘ inc.
postage). We saw how discrimination in employment opportunities 1s an
integral part of the Northern Ireland state. But there are two other forms
of discrimination which have been actively pursued by the British govern-

BOBBY SANDS

As the Northern Ireland Civil Righ‘ts
Movement showed to the world thc.(!1s-
crimination in voting rights, the British
government became increasingly embar-
rassed. In 1969 reforms were pushed
through of the boundaries and the fran-
chise was extended to include nearly
all adults.

However, the election of Bobby Sands
as M.P. for Fermanagh/South Tyrone in
1981 shocked the government and again
they looked at methods of manipulating
voting rights. The result was a Bill rushed
through parliament preventing anyone
who had been in prison within the pre-
ceding five years from standing for elec-
tion.

SINN FEIN COUNCILLORS

As Sinn Fein increasingly participated in
elections and were increasingly successful
the government introduced new identifi-
cation laws aimed at making it more dif-
ficult for unemployed and poor people to
vote. These people were a strong base of

P0|it'
support for Sinn Fein. Mi ICS

refused to have any dealinglstgrs
Fein elected representativeg ' 1th
All contact between civi
local government officers ap 4 S.%rvams,
representatives is closely m°"ito;n i
cers dealing with businegs raisedebd .
Fein members have to report it Y Sing
mont Castle. In direct co"trastt
willingness to interfere Sl

thep,
Sinn

0 Stor.
wi their
Britain for political reasontsh tchzuflclls in
ment has refused to intervene in30vern.
the councils in Northern Irelang any of
Unionist councillors have refused towhere
with Sinn Fein in the council ChaWork
and have attempted to prevent sirlnm
councillors  from

constituents.

representing
SINN FEIN BAR

Now the Northern Ireland Secretary T,
King has announced a new attempt tq tm
to prevent Sinn Fein from standingx
elections. Candidates in loca] electiong
will have to “declare and undertgy, if
elected they will neither support nor
assist the activities of any organisation
proscribed in Northern Ireland.” Whep
100,000 people voted for Gerry Adams
and the Sinn Fein Councillors they were
quite clear of their support for the IRA.
This is another attempt to disenfranchise
that electorate.

ber,
Fein
their

(fuuuclllm 1o councillor: Sinn Fuin:
England (above, Hackney) last year.

was Derry City. In 1‘)6*6}{@

North Ward

6,476 voters

2,530 Catholics

3,946 Protestants

8 [Unionist| Councillors
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elected represer

adult population was 30,376 — 20,102 Catholic®

rolled. First the restricted franchise substantially fed“‘icij
rotestants eligible to vote, Secondly, after constant bound?

= cils 1IN
= souncils
\tatives were welcomed by some ¢

Waterside Ward
5,549 voters
1,852 Catholics
3,697 Protestants
4 [Unionist] Co¥

ncillors




and communities under attack

Wary of the international reaction if
they were seen to be disbarring successful
Sinn Fein candidates the government is
thinking of making this a civil rather than
criminal [in legal terms] matter, This
means that it would be down to opposi-
tion councillors rather than the govern-
ment to take legal action to have them
disbarred if they refuse to make this
declaration. It shows the cowardice of
the government in not just refusing to
accept the will of the electorate but also
showing an unwillingness to do the dirty
work of disbarring themselves..

The government is also clearly con-
sidering banning Sinn Fein outright. But
again, because of how this might appear
internationally, it would much prefer to
prevent them from standing in elections
by a less direct method. Twenty years
after the foundation of the civil rights

movement electoral gerrymandering is
still being practiced by the British
government.

Naiscoil Mhic Airt.

COMMUNITY GROUPS

The 1980s saw an upsurge of community
groups in Nationalist areas in Northern
Ireland, particularly in urban areas like
Belfast and Derry. These groups cover a
wide range, from educational groups to
tennants associations to womens centres
to cultural groups. They are the product
of the various communities developing
structures to meet their own needs. They
are all based in long neglected working
class areas and as a result have very inde-
pendent policies. This does not tie in at
all with the government’s policy of
developing a compliant catholic middle
class and isolating and weakening radical
working class communities.

POLITICAL VETTING

Community groups have been under sus-
tained attack by the British government

over the past few years. Funds have been
withdrawn and everything possible has
been done to undermine their continued
existence. In this the government has
been abley assisted by the SDLP who are
angered by their independence and refusal
to tie themselves to any particular politi-
cal party.

The SDLP, in the person of Brian
Feeney, last year called on the British
government to close down various west
Belfast community groups because they
were ‘siphoning funds to the IRA.” No
evidence was produced nor were any par-
ticular groups named. These statements
gave support and encouragement to the
British government’s political vetting of
community groups, and also set up all
community workers in West Belfast
as targets for assassination.

Witholding of funds from community
projects was initially based around refusing
ACE funding. ACE [Action for Com-
munity Employment] is one of the
temporary employment schemes intro-
duced by the British government to arti-
ficially keep the unemployment numbers
down. About half its annual cost of £24
million comes from the European Social
Fund. While most community centres are
opposed to the scheme on the basis that
the wages are low and it is only a sop to
the unemployment figures, the reality is
it is the only form of funding available
and in order to install staff ACE funds
have to be utilised.

Seven groups have had their grants
withdrawn on the basis that they ‘have
links with paramilitary groups.” No
evidence has ever been produced to sup-
port these allegations. The groups include
the Shantallow Community Centre in
Derry, Dove House in Derry, the Mhic
Airt nursery school in the Short Strand,
the Irish language daily, Li, a creche
based in Conway Mill, and most recently
the Twinbrook Tenants and Community
Association ((TTCA). Below we look at
some of the schemes which have lost their
funding.

MHIC AIRT NURSERY

The school is an Irish language nursery
based in the Mhic Airt community centre
in the Short Strand. It has 16 children
with a number of older children who
were bussed to another Irish language
school. The school receives money from
the charity Children in Need and featured
in a television appeal three days before its
money was withdrawn last November,
No British official has ever attended the
school to inspect it. As one angry parent
pointed out in response to the govern-
ment’s allegations: ‘We’re talking about
three year old children learning Irish.”
Short Strand is a nationalist enclave
surrounded by loyalist areas and has
suffered numerous sectarian attacks. One
parent summed up the feelings of many.
“I'm really angry that they should put
my children in danger. I'm really terri-

fied now for the safety of those children
travelling to school.”

TTCA

Last August the Department of Economic
Development withdrew six ACE funded
schemes from the TTCA. The TTCA is
known as one of the most active and
successful of community groups in
Northern Ireland. It has vigorously
promoted the needs of Twinbrook, and
has strong links with the Housing Execu-
tive, the DHSS, the DOE, and the Pro-
bation Service. It runs an advice centre
and a project for young offenders under
the auspices of the probation service. It
also plays an active part in umbrella
such as the Falls Community

groups )
Council. The DED again claimed it
had links with paramilitary groups.

TTCA had ACE funding since 1982.

CONWAY EDUCATION CENTRE
[CEC]

This August the Belfast Education and
Library Board informed CEC that they
were withdrawing funding of nine part
time tutors as long as the centre is based
in Conway Mill [see Troops Out October
issue]. No explanation was given, but a
quick look at the courses involved gives
an indication. They are obviously the abc
of terrorism —history, maths, English
language and English literature, philosophy
and political studies, and English A Level.
The centre has a very good academic
record despite lack of funding. West
Belfast has no further education centre
and travelling out of the area after six is
difficult and dangerous.

CONWAY MILL EDUCATION FUND

Urgent donations are needed
" to safeguard the future of the
Conway Mill Education Centre
(see article in this issue for details).
Send your donations to:

Royal Bank of Scotland, Islington Branch
Sorting code 16-00-58
Account no. 12584768
; Or direct to:
Conway Mill Education Fund
Box 80, 136 Kingsland High Street,
London E8

The withdrawal of funds from these
community schemes is an attempt to
punish them for the politics of the com-
munities in which they operate. It is an
attempt to make those communities feel
helpless without the support of the
British government. It is political vetting
and political discrimination in the long
tradition of discrimination practiced on
the nationalist population in the six
counties of Northern Ireland. Despite all
the protestations of the government it
is clear discrimination is as rampant as
ever in Northern Ireland. It is a funda-
mental part of that statelet and until the
dismantling of that state is undertaken
discrimination will remain.
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Pages from history,

The 23rd November, 1987 will be the 120th nnnivcrsary of the exlicut;zg
of the Manchester Martyrs—William Philip Allen, Michael Lar "l: s
Michael O’Brien. On Sunday 22nd November the annual Manche

Martyrs Commemoration will take place (see back page for details).

Here

Graham Smith takes a brief look at the events of 120 years ago.

On St Patrick’s Day, March 17th, 1858, the Irish Republican "“"h“h,""d
was formed in Dublin. Popularly known as the Fenians, after the legendary
Fianna warriors of pre-christian Ireland, the IRB was a secret organisation
dedicated to the overthrow of British rule.

The Fenians based their politics on the
thinking of James Fintan Lalor, the
Young Irelander who stressed the link
between the peasants’ struggles for land
reform and the nationalist aspirations of
the Irish people.

Throughout the nineteenth century
the land question dominated Irish politics
alongside the national question. The land
question’s importance was on two fronts.
Firstly, the peasants’ struggles against the
landed aristocracy for land reform. And
secondly, the mass emigration of Irish
peasants who were forced to look beyond
Ireland’s shores for work. The vast major-
ity of Irish emigrants came to Britain or
went to North America.

The result of this displacement of
Ireland’s population was that the struggle
for independence in the 1860’s was not
simply focused on events in Ireland. The
Irish in Britain and North America also
played a central part.

IRELAND AND BRITAIN

Returning from a visit to -Ireland in the
spring of 1856 Frederick Engels remarked
“Ireland can be regarded as the first
English colony, and as one which because
of its proximity, is still ruled directly in
the old way. Here it can be clearly seen
that the so-called liberty of the English
citizens is based on the oppression of the
colonies. In no other country have I seen
so many gendarmes. . . developed to the
highest perfection here among the con-
stabulary, who are armed with carbines,
bayonets and handcuffs.”

However, it was in England itself
where the British Establishment carried
out acts of revenge against Irish people
for daring to oppose British rule in Ireland.
It was in this period of history that
Britain developed an armoury of anti-
Irish racism, trial by media, show trials,
revenge executions and the holding of
Irish prisoners as political hostages. Every
act of repression was met with resistance,
with the Irish in Britain managing to take
with them some sections of the British
working class.

MANCHESTER 1867

On the 11th September, 1867, the
Fenian leader, Thomas Kelly, and his
aide, Timothy Deasy, were arrested in
Manchester, At the time the Fenians were
re-organising after a series of major set-
backs. Kelly had recently assumed the

leadership of the movement, taking over
from James Stephens a founder member
f the IRB.
0 tln this period over a tenth of Man-
chester’s population was Irish. Local
Fenians quickly decided that Kelly and
Deasy had to be rescued. A plan was
devised which depended on the utmost
secrecy and non-violence.

On Wednesday, 18th September, Kelly

and Deasy were being trans =
Bellevue Gaol along with thie teq 7
prisoners. As the van PToCeedeq Othg,
Hyde Road it was ambusheq by ¢ al(,ng
party. The door of the vap wasemc“e
and attempts to break it open Ockeq
futile. An attempt was gjgq mpm"%d
break in through the roof but wa ety
unsuccessful. So a pistol shet Wa:& alsg
at the lock in order to gain acceg, }\tf]r'
same moment the one poljce Ofﬁc thlls
the van, Sergeant Brett wag standingher i
door and was fatally woundeq On}’the
the prisoners in the van then handede of
keys through the ventilation Touyre the
Kelly and Deasy made good thej; anq

In the ensuing melee thye
Edward O’Meagher Condon, Wil
Allen and Michael Larkin, were
Michael O’Brien covered the re
was also arrested. Kelly and p
never recaptured.

eSCape
€

n
am Phij;
Captureq
treat and
€asy wers

PUNCI, OR THE LONDON CIIARIVARS—Ocroven 12, 1807.

THE ORDER: OF THE DAY; OR,

UNIONS AND FENTANS.

‘Punch’
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the Fenian Martyrs

BACKLASH

The successful rescue was a severe blow
to the prestige of the British government.
The state’s response was immediate. Irish
homes were raided by the police. Within
days some 50 people had been arrested.

The authorities wanted their pound of
flesh, and they wanted it quick. On the
27th September 28 men faced committal
procccdings in the Magistrates Court.

The trial was held by a hastily convened
‘Special Commission” with the Attorney
General prosecuting. There were many
calls for a delay so that the defendants
could prepare their defence. However,
the five main defendants, Allen, Larkin,
0’Brien, Condon, and a Royal Marine by
the name of Thomas Maguire, had already
been tried and found guilty by the media.

Large crowds assembled outside the
court. A military force of nearly 2,000
with armed police guarded the court and
accompanied the prison van.

SHOW TRIAL

The trial lasted for sixteen days. The jury
returned a guilty verdict against the five
men for murder, and seven other men
were found guilty of riot and assault. The
latter were sentenced to prison while
Allen, Larkin, O’'Brien, Condon and
Maguire were sentenced to death by public
execution,

Throughout the trial there were many
discrepencies in the prosecution'’s evi-
dence. It was claimed that William Allen
had fired the shot aiming directly at Sgt
Brett, although several witnesses testified
that the shot had been deliberately fired
at the door lock. Allen stated he was not
responsible for the fatal shot, a claim
backed up by many witnesses who said
another man was involved who was not
among the defendants

Whether Sgt Brett had been deliberately
killed or not made no difference to the
prosecution, they simply wanted convic-
tions. So desperate were they that Thomas
Maguire was convicted despite the fact he
was nowhere near the rescue. Many wit-
nesses stated they had seen him throwing
stones up to the ‘ubiquitous’ Allen, who
was attempting to break in through the
van roof. Yet witnesses testifying on
Maguire’s behalf said he was some two
miles from the Hyde Road at the time.

The joumnalists reporting the trial were
convinced of Maguire’s innocence and
petitioned the Home Secretary for a
Pardon. It was not long before the Home
Secretary agreed to their demand.

,QPPOSlTlON

So many witnesses had identified Maguire
as being present that the whole of the
Prosecution’s case was clearly a fabri-
cation based on the willingness of wit-
fesses to commit perjury. Anti-Irish
Tacism clearly played a part in the desire
91 the state, the press and much of the
English public, to seek vengeance.

WILLIAM PHILIP ALLEN

MICHAEL O'BRIEN (GOULD)

MICHAEL LARKIN

The Manchester Martyrs

Speculation in the press concentrated
on the twin issues of the accidental
nature of the killing and the fact that this
was a political issue. Many believed the
death sentences would be commuted.

Meanwhile many demonstrations were
held in support of the condemned men.
Support for the Fenians increased drama-
tically in Ireland and among the Irish in
Britain. On 17th November a rally of
some 4 000 was held in support of Irish
independence in Clerkenwell Green, Lon-
don. The following day a deputation
went to the Home Secretary on behalf of
the men. There were regular rallies in
Clerkenwell, between 20,000 and 25,000
demonstrated on the 2lst November.
Across four continents there were demon-
strations in support of the four — Ireland,
America, Canada, South Africa, New
Zealand and Australia,

I'he radical press in Britain called for
the release of the men saying the root of
Irish injustice was British rule in Ireland.
Ihe International Working Men’s Associ-
ation passed resolutions in favour of the
men and campaigned for their release.

THE MANCHESTER MARTYRS

On 22nd November the commutation of
Edward O’Meagher Condon’s death sen-
tence was announced. Condon was an
Irish-American holding American citizen-
ship. The government was worried about
upsetting American sentiment.

On Saturday 23rd November 1867,
William Philip Allen, Michael Larkin and
Michael O’Brien were executed on a
gallows constructed against an outer wall
of Strangeways Gaol, Manchester.

The British state had got its revenge.
But the feelings aroused by the Man-
chester Martyrs had increased the threat
of insurrection in Ireland. The British had
to act quickly. And, on the 27th Novem-
ber Ricard O’Sullivan Burke, in charge
of Fenian operations in Britain, was
arrested.

MICHAEL BARRATT

Another rescue attempt was to be made
using gunpowder to blow a hole in the

wall of Clerkenwell Gaol, where O’Sullivan
Burke was being held. The attempt went
tragically wrong with the explosion
causing the deaths of six local people.

On Monday 20th April 1868, another
Fenian show trial commenced, this time
at the Old Bailey. Of the five men and
one woman on trial for murder only
Michael Barratt was found guilty. At the
time of the explosion Barratt had been in
Glasgow. But, with the collapse of the
prosecution’s case against the other five,
Barratt was to pay the supreme penalty
for his unashamed Irish Republicanism.

On the 26th May 1868, Michael Barratt
was the last person to be publicly executed
in England.

Comparing 1867 with 1987 we find there
has been very little change in Britain con-
cerning the treatment of Irish people.
Today framed prisoners, the Birmingham
Six, the Guildford Four and the Maguire
family, have spent long periods in gaol.
Even this difference would revert back to
the situation of over a century ago if the
rabid right in the Tory Party finally
succeed in restoring the death penalty.

The other similarity between the pre-
sent and the times of the Fenians is the
treatment of Irish political prisoners. We
haven’t delved into the issue of the
Fenian prisoners here, but suffice to say
they were kept as political hostages
under the most brutal conditions. In a
period of two years seven Fenians died,
four committed suicide and four were
driven insane. Jeremiah O’Donovan Rossa,
imprisoned in 1865, spent 123 days on
bread and water, 231 days on a punish-
ment diet in a darkened cell, 28 days in
a blacked out cell, and 34 days with his
hands manacled behind his back forcing
him to eat from the floor on his knees.

Mass demonstrations were held calling
for an amnesty for the Fenian prisoners,
100,000 marched in London on the 24th
October 1869 under the slogan ‘Justice
for Ireland’. The International Working
Men’s Association had been involved in
organising the rally which drew wide-
spread support from the British working
class.
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Birmingham Six

13 years appealing for

justice

On Monday 2nd November the Court of Appeal hearing for the
Birmingham Six is to commence. The six Irish men — John
Walker, Paddy Hill, Dick Mcllkenny, Hugh Callaghan, Bill Power
and Gerry Hunter — have reached a crucial stage in their cam-
paign for justice after having spent 13 years in gaol for the
Birmingham bombings; an event with which they had no

connection whatsoever.

As reported in last month’s
issue of Troops Out the police
have been busily preparing for
the hearing by making sure the
truth continues to be covered
up.

GUILDFORD FOUR

On the 19th October Home
Secretary Douglas Hurd
informed a delegation of Irish
TDs that the whole case against
the Guildford Four is to be
examined. It was originally
suggested that the police
investigation would only apply
to Paul Hill as new alibi
evidence has been presented on
his behalf.

Hurd is now stating that the
claim by IRA volunteers con-
victed following the Balcombe
Street siege in 1976 that they
were responsible for the Guild-
ford bombs should have been
heard by the Court of Appeal
in 1980. On that occasion Law
Lords Denning and Scarman
refused to consider the men’s
acceptance of responsibility.

MAGUIRE FAMILY

However, Hurd is standing firm
on the government’s decision
not to re-open the case against
the Maguire family unless new

scientific evidence is forth-
coming.

POLITICKING

Whatever members of the

British government might say
to official delegations the fact
remains that any decision on
the Birmingham Six, the Guild-
ford Four or the Maguire
family will be determined by
political judgements, We can be
sure any ideals of ‘Justice’ will
play a minirial part in the find-
ings of the Birmingham Six’s
Appeal.

Meanwhile it is business as
usual for the courts. On Tues-
day October 27th Gilbert
McNamee was sentenced to 25

years imprisonment as an ‘IRA
Master Bombmaker’ despite his
unequivocal condemnation of
the IRA from the dock. The
jury took just five hours to
come to their unanimous
decision after a trial in which
the state made every effort to
portray McNamee as a danger-
ous and singularly important
criminal.

Maggie

|

Mecllkenny, daughter of Richard Mcllkenny, speaks at a public

meeting in Birmingham. Seated are Geraldine Egan, President of

Birmingham Trades Council, and Fr. Joe Taaffe,

Irish Welfare Chaplain.

The Troops Out Movement wishes Paddy Hill, Dick
Mcllkennyl,).lohn Walker, Hugh Callaghan, Bill Power and

Gerry Hunter every success for their Court of Appeal.

I'he Troops Out Movement was
well represented at the recent
anti-racist  demontration in
London, Members from
Camden, East London, South
London and Leicester branches
were among the 500 people
who marched from Islington to
the Prince of Wales pub in the
neighbouring Kings Cross Area.

The pub is frequented by
one to two hundred fascists
every week-end, some coming

Anti-Fascist

¥
\¢

b Y
a4 B

from as far away as ltaly, lan
Stewart, leader of the neo-
fascist band White Noise and
who himself has done twelve
months for beating up a black
man, is a regular drinker,

At a rally outside the pub
Unmesh Desai of Anti-Fascist
Action, the organisers of the
demonstration, criticised the
Police who say that the pub is
fnut a problem’ and for show-
ing little concern

for the

increasing

number of racist
attacks in the Kings Cross Area.

A letter of protest was
handed in to the publican Sam
Murray. Local MP Jeremy
Corbyn, who has a good record
of opposition to racism, was
present to support the demon-
stration.

Three days after the demon-
stration the home of a Camden
TOM member had ‘UFF
daubed on their front door.
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NEWS AROUND BRITAIN

' Broadwater Farm Uprising

Rally calls for continued resistance

Greetings! Welcome and greetings to the Tottenham Massive,
the Brixton Massive, the Toxteth Massive and the Bristol
Massive!” Tts Saturday 4 October and the march from Broad-
water Farm, 13 miles away in North London, has just arrived

in Hyde Park. i

The demonstration was
called to commemorate the
events of two years ago and to
protest at the more recent
events surrounding the trials of
those arrested after the rising.
Over 3,000 people participated
in the march as it wound its
way through the streets of
London to Downing Street and

beyond. It was a significant
achievement on the part of the
organisers to rally support
from the length and breadth of
the country. Community
groups, political organisations
and a sprinkling of Trade
Union branches were present
with a substantial section of
the march being made up of

Irish solidarity organisations —
pride of place going to a Repub-
lican band from Glasgow.

At the rally speakers from the
ANC and the Namibia Support
Committee drew links with the
struggle in Southern Africa,
while Dolly Kiffen from the
Broadwater Farm Youth Assoc-
jation demanded a full public
enquiry into the trials.

Other speakers reminded us
of the events that precipitated
the rising — the police raid on
the house of Cynthia Jarrett

that ended with her death.
Linda Bellos endorsed the
Campaign for Civil Rights,
remarking that such a campaign
was well overdue. Sharon
Raghip — whose husband
Engin, is serving life for the
murder of PC Blakelock — gave
a heartfelt plea to continue our
work after the demonstration.
The Sinn Fein speaker reminded
the crowd of the parallels to be
found in the struggle against
British imperialism in Ireland.

Here we print that speech.

"The Road to Liberation’

I must begin by expressing my deep appreciation to the people
of Broadwater Farm for giving me, a representative of the risen
people of the occupied Six Counties in Ireland, the opportunity
of addressing you, two years after the historic uprising in

Broadwater Farm.

On the 6th October 1985
you demonstrated to Maggie
Thatcher, Kenneth Newman
and his band of racist bully
boys, and to racists the length
and breadth of Britain that,
although you have little choice
but to live in these cheap, ugly
concrete jungles set aside for
you by the ruling class, you
certainly do not intend to be
cowed down nor driven into
obscurity by them.

Concrete jungles

Like the oppressed people of
the Divis flats complex in West
Belfast and of the Rossville
Flats Complex in the Bogside,
these environmental monstrosi-
ties can be utilised to actually
resist naked oppression and
terror. Initially these massive
complexes were built to house
huge numbers of poor people
who didn’t have jobs and who
the ruling class knew would
g)rt)l)a|>|y never have a job,
They built them to contain
potentially  troublesome or
gmbarrassing sections of society
In as little space as possible so

they would be unseen and
unheard,
Now, some thirty years

after, the same ruling class have
realised the potential these
slums have of becoming bul-
warks against capitalism and

the oppression inherent in
capitalism.

In Derry, where I come
from, and in Belfast, these
complexes are in the process of
being knocked down. While
this can be claimed as a victory
for working class militancy on
the issue we must be mindful
of why and why now are they
being knocked down. We must
remember that the Rossville
Flats were the setting for what
is maybe the greatest street
battle ever fought in British
Irish history. The RUC couldn’t
invade Derry as the flats were
in the way — and the risen
people lived in the flats. So
they tumble the flats. It all
makes a frightening amount of
sense when looked at in this
light,

Criminalisation

I have already mentioned arch
enemy of the working class;
Kenneth  Newman.,  Before
Newman came to London, in
the years between 1976 and
79 the RUC, of which Newman
was Chief Constable, initiated a
campaign which was to leave
hundreds of young men and
women in prison for many
many years. Beatings, mental
and physical torture were used
to extract confessions from
terrified innocent teenagers,

many of whom still languish in
Long Kesh. Friends of mine
serving sentences of 20 years to
life are still incarcerated even
though their guiltlessness is a
well known fact within the
RUC itself. Needless to say
Newman was subsequently
knighted for his services to the
crown and given what was
thought to be a comparatively
‘cushy number’ — cushy that is
until the people of Broadwater
Farm told him where to get
off.

Plastic bullets

It is most interesting to note
that during the Broadwater
incident the police were issued
with Plastic Bullets. Interesting

because it was during
Newman’s reign in the Six
Counties that these horrific

weapons were first introduced.
Since then over a dozen young
people have perished after
being struck with one, These
things are lethal — it is a well

established fact. Nevertheless
they have been introduced
here in Britain this is so

because you, like us, are of no
consequence to the ruling class

you and | are viewed by
them as sources of trouble, as
erratic individuals.

Irish Republicanism

Republicans in Ireland are por-
trayed over here as sectarian
bigots roaming the streets
armed to the teeth and killing
protestants at our whim, IRA

military actions are always
excused as ‘revenge’ for this or
for that. Those who portray us
as such do not believe them-
selves that we are so — the fact
is they want to believe, and
they want others to believe,
that we are all wild eyed
lunatics of no principle or
reason. The same way as they
want to believe that the youth
of Broadwater were all drug
pushers intent on looting the
area led by left wing agitators.

Liberation

The fact that Irish Republicans
and Nationalists live in a state
of constant repression, that
whole areas live under the eye
of surveillance cameras 24
hours a day, that jobless youth
are harassed daily by an alien
police force, and the grim fact
that young men and women
can be dragged off to prison or
even face a state execution
squad — is all ignored. That
people actually have to live in
conditions such as Belfast and
Broadwater Farm is ignored.

In Ireland — justice can only
come through organised armed
action. In Britain freedom from
racist oppression can only
come from a united and organ-
ised working class — we shall
support you in your struggles
— but you must remember that
the Irish people hold the key
to freedom in Britain and that
your fight does not end when
racism is defeated.

This is where the road to
liberation begins.

Troops Out, November 1987 Page 11



.

NEWS AROUND BRITAIN

n for the

epatriatio

SENTEN :
2 YEARS IW(!:ESONYglE’NTrO

JEARS TORTURE

YEARS OF INHUM,
CONSTANT

AN

On Saturday 19th Se

ptember, the Irish Prisoners Supp

OF DEGRADATION

AN TREATMENT

RN smr-sm?guvrw“

ort Group

held a conference on The Repatriation of Irish Prisoners which
was sponsored by the Irish in Britain Representative Group.

The conference was well
attended and consisted of"
speakers and workshops. It was
addressed by prisoners relatives,
Gareth Pierce a solicitor, Harry
Fletcher of the National Associ-

ation of Probationary Officers
(NAPO) and Gerry MacLoch-
lain of the Wolfe Tone Society.
All outlined the case for repat-
riation and dismissed the Home
Office’s case for keeping Irish

Labour Conference
fringe meeting

The largest fringe meeting at this years Labour Party conference
was on Ireland. Organised by the Labour Committee on Ireland
the meeting had a wide range of speakers including Ken Living-
stone, Bernie Grant, the Guildford Four and the Birmingham Six
Campaigns, as well as Fred Holroyd a former member of army

intelligence.

Since he was drummed out
of the army because of disagree-
ments with what it was doing
in N Ireland Holroyd has given
details of a number of oper-
ations in which the army carried
out assassinations. In particular
Holroyd has given details of
how British agents crossed the
border to assassinate Republi-
cans in the south of Ireland,
His revelations and others
detailed by Ken Livingstone,
about how the intelligence ser-
vice intervened to prevent
Tony Benn from gaining the
leadership of the Labour Party,
were the stuff to hit the head-
lines of the papers.

In time honoured fashion,
however, the ‘free and demo-
cratic’ press decided to ignore
Holroyd’s allegations as did the
Labour leadership.

The meeting was a great
success and the 1800 people
who attended, many of them

new to Irish politics, were
given plenty to think about.
The meeting was followed with
social featuring Billy Bragg and
a number of Irish acts.

Ireland fared no better than
any other topic at the Labour
Party conference itself. The
motions on the agenda concern-
ing Ireland were around fight-
ing discrimination at work in
Northern Ireland, Even these
were opposed by the leadership
and as a result was defeated.

A positive sign was the
number of Trade Unions who
opposed the directions of the
platform and voted for the
motions. These unions included
NUPE, NUR, ASLEF, COHSE,
TASS and ACTT. It was a
significant shift in the normal
pattern of block voting and
comes as a result of the serious
work that has been done by
withdrawal activists during the
past four years,
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.
prisoners incarcerated in British
gaols.

TRANSFERS

The Home Office claims that
transfers would create public
anxiety, would lead to the hero
worship of returned prisoners,
would increase the proportion
of Category A prisoners in the
North of Ireland, and that
prisoners sentences would be
shorter because there is a higher
level of remission in the North
of Ireland.

NAPO strongly disagrees
with the Home Office’s stand.
They claim transfers would
reduce public anxiety as the
prisoners would be elsewhere.
There are already 1,000 impris-
oned for similar offences in the
Six Counties, of these about 60
are Category A prisoners, and
there remain hundreds of un-
used places in Maghaberry
Prison. As prisoners are subjec-
ted to a Conditional Release
Licence they have to appear
before a board before being
granted remission.

Irish Pr.

NAPO base their Campaigy
on Rule 33 of Prisoners Ryjeg
and the spirit of European
Repatriation.

PRISON RULES

Gareth Pierce spoke of the
prison rule conditions which
Irish prisoners are being Sys-
tematically denied. Article 8 of
the European Convention op
Human Rights, adopted by
Britain, states that each person
has a right to respect for their
privacy, family life, home
and correspondence. Article 14
states there should be no dis-
crimination on the grounds of
race, gender, nationality, reli-
gion, etc.

Article 8 also carries a rider
on conditions about national
security, on which the British
government bases its denial of
prisoners rights.

The government claims
there is no right to transfer,
but prisoners may be indivi-
dually assessed. They also
claimed that there was pressure
on accommodation in the Six
Counties. But, since the open-
ing of Maghaberry they have
had to change that argument
and are once again playing
fiddle to public opinion. The
notion of public opinion is
subjective and directly contra-
venes the notion of ‘Human
rights’,

RELATIVES

The Relatives Support Com-
mittee spoke of the hardship
faced by prisoners and their
families. Visiting is deliberately
made difficult for relatives of
prisoners. Few can afford regu-
lar visits to England, for those
that do, they risk being arrested
under the PTA.

PRISONERS’ BIRTHDAYS

Please send cards or letters to these prisoners. Let them know
theY are not _fo_rgotten. They are usually serving long senten-
ces in very difficult conditions. Please don’t forget to use the

number.
PAUL NORNEY 86352
HM Prison Gartree, Leicester
Rd, Marrket Harborough, Leics.
November 11th
BRENDAN DOWD 758662
HM Prison Frankland,
Brasside, Co.Durham.
November 17th
ANDY MULRYAN 461576
HM Prison Long Lartin,
South Littleton, Evesham, Worcs,
November 18th

JAMES BENNETT 464989
HM Prison Long Lartin, as above.
December 4th
LIAM BAKER 464984
HM Prison Long Lartin, as above.
December 6th
HUGH DOHERTY 338636
HM Prison Long Lartin, as above.
December 7th
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in England it is not
ymon to be follqwed by

. clothes police. For any-
plain avelling With children the
one tr: js greater. If they are
d‘ there is the threat of
being taken into care.
ho do arrive have to
cam tired and confused child-

There Wwill be problems
w::h accommodation on top of
nelping children cope with the
shock of seeing fathers or othgr
relatives imprisoned. Often it
will have been a year since .the
Jast time they visited. Relatives
will also have to deal with the
giscrimination that Irish visitors
invariahly receive. >

For elderly relatives it is
often physically and financially
impossible  to make the visit.
Many have to resign themselves
to not knowing whether they
will see their loved ones again.
Families have a right to respect
under International Law, yet
England chooses to ignore
International Law in relation
to Ireland.

Keeping Irish prisoners in
Britain is deliberately aimed
at breaking up family life.
Visits are obstructed by the
‘ghosting’ of prisoners. Ghost-
ing is the common practice of
moving prisoners without noti-
fying their families. Conse-
quently it is not unusual for
relatives to turn up at one
prison, only to be told that the
person they have travelled to
visit is at the other end of the
country.

The Relatives Support Com-
mittee asked people to act now
and put more pressure on the
authorities here, they said the
next step is to put pressure on
the 26 Counties government to
ratify the European Repatri-
ation Act,

BESOLUTIONS

he conference ended with the
following motion being passed
ungnimouslyi

bis conference calls on the
Irish government to ratify the
Convention for the Repatria-
tion of sentenced persons,

And:

’:‘;‘:l. the _Brilish gpvernmcnl

andue to I!s own prison policy
e transfer Jrish prisoners
M the North of Ireland to

g,:":"“ﬁ near their home.

5 ]l‘lrthw details of the
sopaign please contact: BCM
SG, London wC1 3X X,

once
uncor

strain
arreste
children
Those W

A prison education

Dear Troops Out

Many thanks for your letter and the
accompanying Troops Out litera-
ture, all of which I found helpful
and of great interest,

{ I think the first thing that
impresses anyone when they meet
lr!sh POWs is their stoic determin-
ation in refusing to accept the
repressive will of the prison system
- this being despite the very long
pc.rinds already spent in incarcer-
ation, and the subsequent periods
of punishment and isolation for
turning their backs on the all too
casy option of institutionalisation.
Unfortunately a fair proportion of
other long term prisoners prefer the
soft option. ;

One particular POW who I dis-
_cussed many of the issues surround-
ing Ireland’s conflict with was with
me at Manchester (at that time we
were both on the Category ‘A’ and
‘E’ list). I learned a great deal in the
seven weeks I was there: how a

country was being torn apart by the
grasping hand of imperialism, how
sectarianism was being allowed to
flourish by the disbanding of the
protestant B Specials and the same
armed auxilliary force being given
exactly the same powers under
another title — UDR — to continue
their arbitrary acts of discrimin-
atory violence against the catholic
Republican majority.

I’d obviously heard from media
sources before I had entered prison
and encountered the names of
Bernadette Devlin, Gerry Adams
and Bobby Sands, but it was only
after being made aware of just what
roles these people played in the
conflict that 1 began to delve
deeper into it all. With the studying
and the endless questioning I
became deeply sympathetic to the
Republican cause, in both its
military and political struggle for
self determination and a United
Ireland. Since being in my present

jail I have spent a great deal of time
in discussion with one inmate who
was one of the many British
soldiers to resign from the forces
over the Irish conflict, and in par-
ticular the B Specials/UDR issue of
October '69.

Here in Britain one only has to
look as far back as the miners’
strike and the draconian measures
fised by the state to quell their
obdurate refusal to be cowed back
to work. In the end it was for their
families’ sakes they had to return,
but just how long would it have
been before troops were called in if
they had had the means to continue
their legitimate action? I fervently
believe that in the not too distant
future both police and British;
troops will be used on our own.
doorstep, and unless we look at,
and aid the Irish in their struggle to’
free them from British government
repression, our turn will come soon
enough.

Once again sincere thanks.

In Solidarity,

Richard Kaye
Wakefield Prison

We welcome contributions and feedback from our readers.
Please send your letters to this address:

Troops Out, PO Box 353, London NW5 4NH.

Desperate

Dear Troops Out,

Over the years the Thatcher govern-
ment has become increasingly iso-
lated in world affairs. It is isolated
among Commonwealth states on
the issue of sanctions against apar-
theid and isolated in Europe over
the EEC budget.

Thatcherism’s only ally is a
doddering US president, soon to be
replaced. The fragility of this
alliance was recently demonstrated
by N. Ireland Seccretary, Tom King,
having to go to the USA in an
attempt to dissuade Americans
from supporting the Macl).ri.dc
Principles for equal opportunities
in the six counties.

[n the not too distant future
world diplomacy will bypass Britain’s
objections  to intcrnutimml. co-
operation, Without an international
reputation Lo protect the govern-
ment will then throw all caution to
the wind. Waye after wave of
repression will be forced on all
democratic forces opposed 1o the
British government,

In  domestic affairs
force hus to be reckoned with, The
cconomic power of the yuppies _Ims
some form of political
Just as their wealth is

another

to find
expression.

isolation

founded on free market principles
of dog eat dog their political power
will depend on their ability to crush
all opponents regardless of humani-
tarian concern.

The yuppie phenomenon is not
dissimilar to the power of the petit
bourgeoisie in Nazi Germany. Nor is
the isolation of Britain dissimilar to
the consequences of Britain, France
and the United States’ ‘freczing
out’ of Germany after the 1914-19
Imperialist War. But here the com-
parisons end.

Whereas pre-Nazi Germany was
a frustrated imperialist power with
vast mineral and economic forces
at its disposal, modern Britain is an
imperialist power in decline, depen-
dent on the rest of the world for
mineral resources and economic
wealth. Britain cannot survive inter-
national isolation.

Pascism can never succeed in
Britain. It is the oppressed people
of Britain who hold the key to
Britain’s long term future, with an
influence far greater than their
present numerical strength.

It is against this background
that we, in Britain, should look at
the recent decision by the N. Ireland
Office to attempt to bar Sinn Fein

ing a part in local govern-
ment affairs. Such a policy is only
remotely workable if backed up
by repression of the nationalist
community.

Increased repression has already
forced its way onto the agenda in
the six counties. In the form of
military raids on people’s homes
and loyalist attacks on catholics
there is a mounting offensive to
beat republicanism into submisson.

Here in Britain the continuing
rightward trend displayed at the
Tory Party conference gives encour-
agement to the far right. When
Linda. Bellos, Black Labour Party
leader of Lambeth Council, warned
of the prospect of gas chambers, all
mainstream politicians conspired to
keep these fears separate from the
‘real issues’ of national concern.

The struggle of the Republican
Movement for an end to British rule
in Ireland will continue on the
onward march to lrish freedom. It
is the responsibility of every pro-
gressive minded person in Britain
o contribute to the growing unity
of oppressed people in this country.
I'he despair which many of us feel
can only be overcome by our
coming together and clearly demon-
strating our willingness to participate
in the world-wide anti-imperialist
mbvement.

Vivien Graham,
London
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REVIEWS

IF YOU DIDN'T
LAUGH YOU'D CRY
Video

Local Ormeau Woinen

If you didn’t laugh you'd cry is a
documentary made by and about
the women of the Lower Ormeau,
a small nationalist area surrounded
on three sides by protestant arcas
and on the fourth by the heavily
polluted river, Lagan.

Totally refuting the notion of
Irish women as victims it shows
these women coming on to the
streets, tackling the forces of the
British Army with nothing to
defend themselves in the face of
tanks and guns.

Unlike the usual tendency of
documentary programmes where
the film makers/narration stands as
an interpreter between those inter-
viewed and the audience, other
than tracing the history, the only
time we are aware of the inter-
viewer is when she asks ‘Why do
people laugh about such serious
things?

The response gives us the title
of the film if you didn'’t laugh
Yyou'd cry’. The women’s exper-
iences stand on their own. Drawing
us into their lives they give us a
deep insight into their daily exper-
ience and struggle for survival in
the face of the brutality of war.
‘The first time, now that wasn ’t
funny at all because that was the
first time getting raided — the next
time I was used 1o it.’

Stories fly around — about the
soldier who threw down his gun in
frustration because he couldn’t
cope with the women talking at
him. The soldiers looking for a
wanted man — ‘he must have been
a queer small man when they were
putting their hands into boxing
gloves looking for him — was it one
of the wee folk they were looking
for? At the same time, as you say,
it wasn’t funny that they came in
and pulled all the clothes out of my
house but when you thought back

on it — how stupid were they when
they were looking for a man! Is it
the English are stupid or are we!
which way is it?’

Humour is one of the few
weapons that these women have to
fight off the disruption of their
daily lives by raids, arrests and
harrassment. Many things are not
funny at all but this video would
make you laugh and cry at the next
moment —that’s our privilege. What’s
glaringly obvious is that these
women do not have a choice —they
have to laugh and it is not with
words alone.

Documentary footage shows a
soldier attempting to stop a

A PRAYER
FOR THE DYING

The catalogue of interference in
films dealing with Britain’s war in
Ireland found another contender
recently. A Prayer for the Dying is
due to open the London Film
Festival on 11 November, and both
the director, Michael Hodges, and
the lead actor, Mickey Rourke, are
attempting to have their names
removed from the credits,

The film apparently deals with a
retired IRA volunteer coming back
into active service for ‘one last job’,
Rourke says the film has been re-
edited by the Samuel Goldwyn
Company into ‘a piece of schlock’
resembling an Irish ‘Rambo’, Both
Hodges and Rourke claim they are
angry that a man with inherited
wealth  should be exploiting the
suffering of an gppressed people for
financial advantage.

Rourke feels that he has unwit-
tingly betrayed the people he met
and talked to while researching the
role in the north of Ireland. 4/ Jeel
very embarrassed about it, and
there’s nothing I can do. | Jeel I let
down a lot of people that opened
up 1o me in private, Regular readers
of Troops Out, and particularly
those that have read Liz Cyrtis's
book about the media and lreland,
will know that this is nothing new,

What is most disturbing, is that
this censorship and manipulation s
not brought to our attention by
those concerned with the contin-
uing erosion of civil libertics, but
by those who are outraged that any
film dealing with the IRA should
open a Film Festival on Remem-
brance Day.

The  Propaganda War by Liz
Curtis, published by Pluto Press is
available from the Troops Out
Movement office, price £5.98,

Earl Rod
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demonstration of protesting women.
The women literally push him back-
wards, gun and all, down the str.eet
by the force of their own bodies.
This is immediately followed by a
clip showing soldiers in all their
gear beating women with batons.
The video juxtaposes the
women’s hilarity and triumph with
the brutality they experience at
the hands of the Crown Forces. It
is an inspiring video and one which
we have long awaited. Compli-
mented by Sean O’Riada’s haunting
music it gives us an insight into
Irish women’s power and deep

insistence to survive.

Jo Tully

BRITISH WITHDRAWAL
IS A TRADE UNION
ISSUE

N.C.U.I.

The Nalgo Campaign for a United
Ireland (N.C.U.I) has produced a
small leaflet setting out a basic
case for British withdrawal. The
leaflet is titled British Withdrawal
is a Trade Union Issue and the
stated aim of the campaign is to
“promote and develop awareness
of Britain’s role in Ireland because
of its implications for so many
members of the British Trade
Union movement.”’

The Campaign would like to see
British withdrawal taken up as the
key issue. Although it isnot opposed
to campaigning on civil liberties
the N.C.UI. identifies ‘Plastic
Bullets, Strip Searching, Show
Trials, Summary Executions and
the whole paraphernalia of State
coercion” as “symptoms of a far
deeper problem concerned with the
nature of the Northern Ireland
State itself
If you would like more information
about the campaign and a copy of
the leaflet, send a SAE ¢/o Islington
Nalgo, Crompton Terrace, London
N1. Affiliation costs £3 Individual,
£5 Branch, £10 District.

““GONNA GET up”
11 original songs on
cassette
(£4 p&p incl.)

THE IDEAL XMAS GIFT
MARIA TOLLY’S

SPECIAL OFFER

1 cassette of each — £7 p&p incl.

Order from
MARIA TOLLY. 77, OId Park Road, London N13 4RG.

"*VOICES”’
12 original songs on
album and cassette
(€5 p&p incl.)




SEPTEMBER

llar, chief executive of the
official Unic.lnis‘ _Par(Y (our),
nces his resignation from
’"no‘:‘ and says he is moving to
;“ to work in television.
Millar was the co-author of the
Unionist Task Forc'e report pub-
jished in July and ignored by the
Unionist party leaders.
:'zh‘:mas MacGiolla says that he will
resign 8S leader of the Workers
party next April.
15th
NI Secretary Tom King launches
new anti-discrimination guidelines
sor employers. Intended as an
siternative to the MacBride Prin-
ciples, the guidelines have no
legislative force.

Movements of sheep are curbed
by the British authorities in N.
ireland. because of radioactive fall-
out from the Chernobyl incident
16 months ago.

IRA Volunteers ambush a UDR
soldier who escapes injury in Co
Tyrone.

The INLA publicly disassociates
iself from the ‘Border Fox’, a
man said to be responsible for sev-
eral armed robberies both sides of
the border and for the attack on
the family of Unionist MP Jim
Nicholson earlier this year.
16th
British Liberal Party spokesperson
on N. Ireland, David Alton, calls
on the British Government to give
financial  support to  integrated
¢hools in N. Ireland,
17th

It transpires that the RUC recently
"“SUed @ press briefing that was
severely critical of the Garda
:;’":" police), describing them as
EEING in expertise and ineffectual
" the fight against terrorism. The

Garda -
Jarda are not amused.

24,

fith
Frank Mi

politi
Lond

Th :
‘_Q‘t l[H/-\ kill lan McKKeown in Newry,
Jown, They later admit that

gy e )
lzuS e @ mistake, the intended
sec?;u being a member of the
Olle:li: 1_0rce$ in a similar car, They
) P’ e Red
famiy, €Ir sympathy to the victim'’s
The .
un b':;‘TU(, hold four men after a
D s:);: between the IRA and a
Tyrone, dier in Cookstown, Co
%ty
The
Ma
&:scrib‘:\:f’; of Boston, Ray Flynn,

om King's new employ-

ment guidelines as ‘in
ineffective.’
to

adequate and
King is visiting the US
try and raise investment and
counter the growing support for the
MacBride principles.

Several thousand Orangemen
commemorate with parades the
75th anniversary of the signing of
the Ulster Covenant, drawn up by
Edward Carson in opposition to
Home Rule. The RUC is Iater
criticised for allowing parades to
pass close to Catholic districts.
27th
The annual conference of the
Irish Labour Party ends in Cork. The

party’s left wing strengthen their
position.

28th
Kevin  MacNamara, shadow NI
Secretary, reaffirms the British

Labour Party’s support for unity by
consent and also their support for
the Anglo-lrish Agreement.

70 families are evacuated over-
night in Derry when police discover
a 2000 Ib bomb in a van. The IRA
say the bomb was not primed and
posed no danger to residents.
29th
lan Paisley announces the setting
up of the Ulster Council for Civil

It says:"As a good
democrat | am quite
willing to ignore the people
whio voted for me and do
whataver the British
Goveyniment orders

Rights to examine complaints of

religious discrimination in employ-

ment from Protestants,
30th

Independent Socialist TD (member
of the Irish parliament) Tony
Gregory s sent to prison for 1
month on charges relating to a street
traders protest in Dublin in July
1985, He is released the next day,

OCTOBER

6th

Tommy Dickson, a prominent

!nernher of the UDA, is shot dead
In north Belfast. It is thought he
was the victim of an
loyalist feud,

Des O'Malley, leader of the Irish
Progressive Democrats party, warns
that the failure to reform the
Diplock courts in N. Ireland could
lead to the end of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement,
7th
Peter Robinson confirms that he
has resigned as deputy leader of
the Democratic Unionist Party.

The Northern Ireland Abortion
Law Reform Association says that
it has had a great increase in the
number of women from the Repub-
lic seeking abortion counselling
since the Dublin High Court ruling
earlier this year outlawing abortion
referral services.
8th
The former British Lord Chancellor,
Lord Hailsham, dismisses the need
for any changes in the Diplock
Court system. He describes the
proposal for courts with three
judges which is backed by the Irish
Government, as ‘a very bad, inferior,
amateurish and incompetent sys-
tem.’ Hailsham is one of Thatcher’s
most influential legal advisors.

The latest EEC unemployment
figures show the Republic of
Ireland top of the list with a rate
of 19.3%. The list does not include
Spain, Greece or Portugal.

internal

Ken Maginnis, Unionist MP for
Fermanagh and South Tyrone,
launches a fierce attack against
those Unionists campaigning for the
integration of N. Ireland and
Britain.

Four INLA men are jailed in
Paris after being found guilty of
illegally transporting arms.

An inquiry is ordered in Dublin
into the continued detention of
Dominic McGlinchey.
9th
Francisco Notarantonio, a retired
Belfast taxi driver, is killed in his
bed by loyalist paramilitaries, who
also attempt to kill his son before
making their escape. Notarantonio
had been interned in the 1970’s
but had not been active in the
Republican Movement for many
years.
11th
In a speech at Bodenstown,
Taoiseach Charles Haughey makes
it clear he is reluctant to let the
Extradition Act pass unless some
concessons are granted by the
British.
12th
A NI Office discusson paper makes
it clear the Government favours the
option of making candidates sign
an anti-violence declaration. This
move is planned to attack Sinn
Fein elected representatives. Sinn
Fein immediately announce that
they will seek a way around such a
pledge.
13th
The Irish Government announce
expenditure cuts of £485 million.
They say the cuts, which will cost
at least 8,000 state jobs, are essen-
tial because of the state’s debt
problems.
14th
A deputation from the Stop Strip
Searching campaign meet Irish
Government officials and later say
they were given assurances that the
issue had been and would continue
to be raised at the intergovern-
mental meetings of the Anglo-Irish
Agreement.

Good heavens! 1It’s not often
that Sinn Fein councillor
besieged by avtograph-

5 Are
hunlers!

No,no! It%s just another part
of that oid game “ BRITZ
CHANGE THE RULES ”---.

Now,
Council
please sign this stalement?

you enter the
amber would you =~

WHAC does 1L say?

Oh yes, that sounds
quite reasonable . Very
civilised! Quintessentially
Byitish! Abh, the discreet
charm of the bourgecisie!

7,

RS

e
.
SATREITIR

I3
&

[Somehow 1 dort think
that “Takeyour wee
form apd stuffit?”

constitutes a legalty
valid signature----
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COMING EVENTS & RESOURCES ?

TRoOPS () \\
2T MOVEMENTY
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L

TROOPS OUT MOVF,MF,NT//

Haveh ol
‘.Nm:tu “f‘“a“‘\ Nws 4N

25p each or

= jes & A 1slin book of 5, £1.
oa S of ‘}‘(Loﬂdl::\‘ Borowsh : OM Available from
ﬁ\med o contorm 1 S5 ! Fromot LIMITED TOM office,
st SipS 5ERV‘C“S" RAFFLE roBox3ss,
/ 111 London NW5
| LI 4ANH

JOIN THE
TROOPS OUT
MOVEMENT

Below is a list of towns and districts in
England, Scotland and Wales where we
have TOM branches or contacts. If you
want to join through a branch or as an

individual, please fill in the coupon
provided, and send it to PO Box 353,
London NW5 4NH.
Tyneside
York
5 LONDON AREA
e Camden
(;': NoAPED East London
Coichester "
Coventry Haringey
o - Hillingdon
& Islington
Leicester
Manchester \limbf'h .
Merseyside estilopdon
Northampton SCOTLAND
Norwich Glasgow
Nottingham
Redditch WALES
Sheffield Newport

| would like to join/be sent information
about the Troops Out Movement,

Membership of a branch costs £6 (£2
unemployed) payable through the branch.
Individual membership is £10 (£6 unem
ployed) which includes a subscription to
Troops Out.

THE CASE OF THE
BiRMINGHAMG

‘The Home Secretary should
certainly hold a retrial.’

Sir John Farr, Conservative MP for
Harborough

POSTER-PAMPHLET
Explains the facts of the
arrest, trial and conviction
of 6 innocent men, Opens
out to a colour poster,
One co 60p + 20p p&

10 copl%il. €4P+ SOp%gcpp
Produced by the Troops Out
Movement, published by
Information on Ireland,
Available from TOM, PO Box
353, London NWS§ 4NH.

MANCHESTER

120th ANNIVERSARY
MANCHESTER MARTYRS
COMMEMORATION

Sunday 22nd November

Assemble 12.30pm, Longsight Market,
Dickenson Road, Manchester.

Organised by Manchester Martyrs
Commemoration Committee, c/o Grass Roots
Books, 1 Newton Street, Manchester M1,

LONDON

CONFERENCE:
WORKING TOGETHER TO END
STRIP SEARCHING

Saturday 5th December

Lambeth Town Hall
Brixton Hill, London SW2 10am-5pm

Organised by the London Strategic Policy
Committee and the Association of London
Authorities

For registration and further information
contact LSPU, Room 801, Middlesex House,
20 Vauxhall Bridge Road, London SW1V 2SB

LONDON

BLOODY SUNDAY
ANNUAL DEMONSTRATION

To be held in London
on Saturday January 30th

Organised by the Committee for
British Withdrawal from Ireland

For details write to TOM, PO Box 353, London
NWS 4NM. Or ring 01-609 1743

LONDON

PICKET: MEDIA DISTORTION,
ANTI-IRISH RACISM

Picket of showing of ‘Prayer for the
Dying’ on the opening night of the
London Film Festival

Wednesday 11th November, 6:30pm

Empire, Leicester Square, London W1
For further information phone 01-703 1506
(evenings) or 01-692 5355 (daytime)




