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JAIL REVOLTS

Political Prisoners will take action

AS 1976 arrives Irish political prisoners, North, South and in England are determined to
make it a year of intensive struggle for basic human rights. Attempts by Merlyn Rees to
remove Political Status from Northern Prisoners of War will be met with stiff opposition

inside and outside the jails.

Political prisoners in Portlacise have embarked on a
campaign to restore basic rights as laid down by the European
Convention on Prison Rules.

In England Gerry Mealy and Frank Stagg continue their
hunger strike for basic human rights and a transfer to a jail in
the Six Counties. 3

In view of the fact that Andy Tryue; the U.D.A. leader had
2 brother (Sammy) transferred a few weeks ago (making it 15
Joyalists transferred), surely there can be no serious objection
to Republicans receiving the same treatment. Irish prisoners in
England a1 the moment are the victims of brutal assaults by
British criminals and prison screws.

LIC:R-A:

The Irish Gwil Rights Association held a picket at the British
Embassy on Saturday January 3 in support of Frank Stagg and Gerry
Mealy. The Associztion intends to repeat their picket on Saturday,
January 10 2t 1.00 p.m.

A L7).

The Associztion for Legal Justice (Dublin Branch) in a weekend
statement reported that Frank Stagg “Is in grave danger of death”.

Maurz Drumm Vice-President of Sinn Fein, stated that Frank
Stagg’s condition gave rise for serious concern and a preist was now
attending to his needs.

PORTLAOISE

Meznwhile in Portlaoise the Provisional Republican prisoners embar-
ked on z thirty six hour token hunger strike in an act of solidarity with
Republican prisoners in English prisons, particularly Frank Stagg and
Gerry Mealy, and as 2 protest against conditions in Northern, Limerick
and Portlaoise jails. The political prisoners’ statement pointed out
that “tension is still running high in Portlaoise since November 26th
when prisoners were deprived of all furniture, visits, mail and reading
material. The situation has been aggravated by the refusal of compass-
ionate parole to two prisoners. One has been waiting 12 months to visit
his 91-year-old father and the other was denied parole to attend the
funeral of his grandmother, The arbitrary turning away of visitors to
selected prisoners is also a source of discontent,

“All Provisionsal prisoners will take part in the hunger strike.
Recent press reports of a split in the jail are completely without
foundation. The prisoners were never more united under their
own-¢lected leadership.”

As soon as Cockroach Cooney heard of the mass protest he
immediately banned all visits, letters and newspapers, Even though the
men’s protest was only for 36 hours, Cooney saw fit 1o use the incident
to punish the men until the following Monday (Jan 5).

PRISONERS WELFARE ACTION GROUP

The Prisoners Welfare Action Group protested against Cooney’s
punitive action and complained of relatives being left standing in the
rain for 30 minutes before confirmation of the jail visits ban, The
action group pointed out that Cooney had marked World Day of Peace
by attacking the wives and children of political prisoners. His only
reaction to the prisoners’ demands for edible food, educational facilities
and humane visiting conditions is to suspend contact with relatives in
order to prevent publication of the truth about conditions.

Cooney refused to hold a public inquiry into the events of
29th/30th December, 1974, No public inquiry was held into the
murder of Tom Smith. An inquest was held at which no member 6f the
defence forces, present when Tom Smith was shot dead, was called to
give evidence. Even The British provide anonymous soldiers at similar
inquests in the Six Counties. No disciplinary action has ever been taken
against the gardai and prison staff for their numerous assaults on
prisoners.

Conney’s fear is not for prison security but fear that the public will
learn the truth. We demand a public inquiry now.

G. LS.

In typical hysterical fashion, Cooney had his propaganda lie
machine (otherwise known as the Government Information Service)
issuing statements which were false and totally misleading about the
situation in the jail.

The political prisoners through the Irish Republican Information
Service then issued a new statement accusing the Free State Minister of
Justice of “issuing blatant lies about the situation in Portlaoise™.

The statement continued:

“On Wednesday afternoon, the prison authorities were informed
that a hunger strike was being undertaken from that evening. The
authorities were tolg that no supper was reqaired on Wed. and no meals
at all on Thursday. The reasons for the 36-hour fast were stated, i.e.
solidarity with Frank Stagg and comrades in English, Northern and Free
State jails and as a protest against the inhuman conditions in Portlaoise

itself.

“On Thursday morning, the Prison O/C was informed by the chief
warder that visits, letters, crafts and t.v. were withdrawn as a
punishment for the fast. Since this had never happened before when
token hunger strikes were undertaken, the reasons for the punishment
were queried further. The chief warder, Mr. Edmond Harkins stated
(and said he could be quoted publicly on ‘this) that Mr. Cooney had
personally given the decision to inflict the punishment. Mr. Harkins did
not conceal his disgust with Cooney’s order but being a prison flunkey
he implemented the instruction to the full.

8 o a from Mr. Cooney which
was a tissue of lics. Allegations that gelignite was found in four lockers
is a figment of Cooney’s imagination. On November 27 he said gelignite
was found in a cell. That too was untrue. During the hunger strike of
last February, Cooney alleged a threat to assassinate two ministers.
That too was 4 lic though Cooney had not the courage to admit it.

“It is a long established tradition of R ican prisoners to engage
in token hunger strikes as an expression of solidarity with their
comrades in other jails. To claim that such an exercise is a threat to
security is bunkem of the highest order and can only be the product of
atw nd warped mind. Many other groups engage in this form of
self sacrifice and it is a form of action commended by the Christian
Churches. To the Minister of Justic is action which must be
punished severely.

“Despite the ending of the fast on Friday morning, the punishing of
the prisoners continues, The R.T L. 1,30 p.m. News Bulletin on Friday
carried a statement from Cooney stating that all facilities had been
restored except visits, This was also a blatant lic, The punishment was
increased by denying tuck-shop and newspapers o the prisoners. When
the Governor was challenged on this new development, he said he did
not give a damn what was on R/T,E, he way going to vontinue the
ishment,
he hallmark of the Pinochet style regime in Portlaoise are hatred,
stupidity and brutality, The Bishop of Leighlin would not be allowed
into the prison by the Governor, A document outlining charges against
the Governor (copy enclosed) was sseized by the Governor from a
chaplain on its way to the Bishop, We have already called for a Public
Swom Enquiry into the prison system. We repeat that call in view of
the worsening conditions in Portlaoise and Limerick,

“We accuse Cooney of being an unmitigated liar, We will prove it at
any public enquiry.”

_ The statement was signed by Daithi O Conaill O/C und Liam Sean
O'Ceallaigh Adj.

WARNING

The Republican Movement and its members fully support the action
being initiated by all Provisional prisoners, wherever they may be in jail
and promise to their incarcerated comrades that they will answer their
calls for support fully

Part of the Civil Rights Association protest at British Embassy, Dublin.

Charges Against Prison
Governor

To: The Visiting Committee,
Portlaoise Jail.

24125755

Gentlemen:

On behalf of the Republican Prisoners (Pro-
visional), we hereby present to you the following list
of lcomplaints against the Governor of the Portlaoise
Jail.

3 '!'he arbitrary inflicting of the following outrageous

n Ly 19
(a) Removal of all furniture and beds from cells.
(b) deprivation of exercise, ablution, laundry,
recreational, craft and t.v. facilities.
(c) Stopping of all visits, mail, newspapers and
reading material.
(d) Stopping of tuck-shop facilities.
() H £ bris by fi

o ¥ )
and threats to strip men naked.
(f) Refusal to allow chaplains to visit prisoners.
(g) Collective fining of all Provisional prisoners.
(h) Deducting the sum of £3.50 from the account
of each Provisional prisoner without his consent.
2: Gross violation of Rule No. 5(7) by refusing to
allow access to legal advisers for Joseph Gilhooley,
W.J. Kelly and Daithi O'Conaill PP.13.
*3: Violation of rule No.2(5) by not providing
Infirmary PP.4.
4: Violation of rule No. 9 by not providing examina-
tion (medical) on admission P.P.5.
§: Violation of Rule No. 33 by depriving Mr. P.
Shanahan of his mattress while ill. PP.8.
6: Gross violation of rule No. 67 by inflicting
arbitrary punishment on all Provisional prisoners and
specifically Mr. W.J. Kelly PP.26.
7: Gross violation of rule No. 133 by refusing to
allow educational facilities. PP.26.
In view of these serious complaints against the
Governor we hereby demand:
(a) The immediate termination of all the arbitrary
punishment inflicted on all prisoners on Wed-
nesday, Nov. 26th, 1975,
(b) The immediate inspection of the inh
conditions in which prisoners are living.
(¢) The holding of a public sworn enquiry into the
conduct of the Governor of Portlaoise prison.
Signed on behalf of all Provisional Prisoners: O/C
Daithi O’Conaill, Adj. Liam Kelly.

Sunday 25

April 1976

(Watch for details)
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MOST of the internees have been released. A handful,
however, remain, because they were found guilty of

trying to escape from what is ded through
the world as unjust imprisonment.

Within a few more months, however, the beast
having had his pound of flesh, they, too, will go free.
For how long? Westminster has empowered the
authorities to detain men and women at virtual whim
for up to seven days at a time without trial.

As the internees go they leave behind hundreds of
men and some women who, Westminster would have
the world believe, are “‘criminals.” Being ‘‘criminals”,
they are not entitled to anything approaching
political status or even the euphemisms that the
imperialists employ to indicate special status, always
unwilling to admit that, in fact, they do hold political
prisoners.

There must be very few people prepared to argue a
case that those being thus held are just “common
criminals,” that they have not, in fact, been found
guilty of politically motivated “crimes.”

Certainly, it would take considerable ingenuity
and verbal agility to explain the large number of
persons held for such alleged offences without
admitting the political content. And, in fact, those
same large numbers prove the inability of the imperial
power to rule. For if such an ability existed the
numbers would be but a small fraction of the actual
figures.

If there were merely large numbers of persons
imprisoned in these islands over a short few years for
politically-motivated “‘crimes”, and if the methods
used to obtain convictions were strictly in accordance
with traditional jurisprudence, a very big question
would be going a-begging.

However, the record is not that clean. The law of
evidence has been distorted in such a manner that
tortured admissions of guilt are accepted, despite
protests of victims and their lawyers. Moreover,
published- analyses, the accuracy of which have

remained unchallenged, show a startling
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Political motivation

discrimination: persons clearly seen to belong to one
community get off much lighter than those of the
other, traditionally oppressed people.

That, in itself, would be bad enough in the eyes of

even the most

conservative

but conscientious

upholder of the rule of law. In fact, however, the
records show that discrimination extends further.
There is the rather obvious fact that the soldiers of
the imperial occupying power literally have got away
with murder, some of the murders having been even

decorated by their queen.

There is the less publicised fact of Orange
magistrates throwing out of court cases against
brethern, even to the dismay of certain of the police.

Rev. Denis Faul is no supporter of the Républican
Movement, elements of which he has condemned
frequently. But he has spread his criticism to include
the alleged forces of “law and order” in the Six
Counties, documenting such criticism with facts and
figures, all of which show that the soldiers, the police
and the judiciary, with few exceptions, make a
mockery of the law and a caricature of justice.

Other critics of Westminster, at home and abroad,
have spared the Republican Movement in criticising

the London-godfathered

lawlessness of the Six

Counties, pointing out that the imperial occupying
power has no moral right in Ireland; that it
partitioned Ireland in 1921 against the expressed will
of the Irish people so as to continue its rule of both

areas under

puppet

regimes of different

characteristics; that its de facto rule of the Six

irulent political

; 50 years of virue
Counties, 'aflc;.many h};s broken down,a_nq that _lhe
discrimination, & rebelled had no realistic option

oppressed people wh
to protect their mlgres
A bigoted and blasled pol
discriminatory practices,
obyiously is incapable of r I
critical Westminster .ofﬁmah
lacks either the capacity of the
police body which, dcsPltHe its cru
rm of repression. !
em’f‘:lccn;:dlciary remains as bx;oted am:l afvbl';:is::"a,
ever, as the court records Tcr::]x;u;;: z[gke,n dow);;
2g?npllmglt;“?:|m¥ﬁ o ties and like Humpty-

e Six Coun
Dumpty never can

be restored. ; ;
All these circumstances add to this: that thereisa
strong case for the Unite

d Nations if the political
status of the convicted pol

itical hostages is tampered
with, as threatened by Merlyn

Rees. y
If the Palestine Liberation Organisation won the
right to be heard at the

U.N. so, obviously, can the
Irish liberation movement, rg_presenled more than 90
per cent. by Oglaigh na hEireann,

and Oglaigh na
hEireann will speak up for the ri

ghts of ALL political
prisoners to political status, regardless of their alleg-
iances.

The Republican Move

e resort to arms.
= ll’l;’irt:e"florce has continued its
remains unreformed and
reform, despite extre_mely
reports. Westminster
desire to reform this
dities, has proved an

ment never has forgotten its
prisoners of war. The fight for tt_le righls‘ of_ the
convicted political prisoners in the Six Counties is no
different from the fight for an end to the barbarities
inflicted on our comrades in jails in the neighb_ouri_ng
island. Nor is it any different to the fight for justice
in Portlaoise and Limerick.

Portlaoise, perhaps, is even closer to an imperial
prison tradition which dates to the Fenian prisoners
and beyond than the English prisons of now, bad and
all as they are. If the Dublin regime continues its
brutal, stupid oppression, the inevitable result must
be its shame, with its imperial masters, before the bar
of world opinion at Strasbourg.

ros ar Ghaeilge i
bPriosun Phortlaoise

FAOIN am seo caithfidh go bhfuil sé ar eolas ag gach éinne a chuireann spéis in imeachtai na
teanga go bhfuil cros ar fhoghlaim na Gacilge i bPriosin Phortlaoise.

Bheadh Coliiste Phddraig, Md Nuad, sista léachtéiri Gaeilge a chur isteach sa phriosin agus
ciirsa ollscoile a chur ar fiil do na cimi. Ach nil an Cockroach sista sin a cheadd. Cursaf
slandala, ar ndéigh. Nar dhuirt duine des na Fininf go raibh anteanga Ghaeilge ina bhuama?

Linn, Gaedhealachas Teoranta,

s

e
e
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Bheadh Ollscoil Nua Uladh
sista téipchirsa Gaeilge a chur
isteach sa phriosin ach an cead a
fhdil. T4 an cead sin fdite ag an
Oliscoil i gCampa Chluain Cheis
agus i gCampa Mhic Ghiollag:
ach ti cosc air i bPriosin Phor
laoise.

An amhlaidh a cheapann
Cooney go bhféadfai feidhm a
bhaint” as an téip chun éali as

marbhdntacht na hintinne atd ar
ghléasanna chiapadh an prhios-
tin: crsaf slinddla?

Ar aon chaoi, ba chdir go
labhrédh na heagrais Ghaeilge ina
choinne seo. Ach giocs na miocs
nil le cloistedil 6 Chonradh na
Gaeilge, Comhdhdil Niisiinta na
Gaeilge, Cumann na Sagart, Na
Teaghlaigh Ghaelacha, Cumann na
Scribhreoiri (mis beo do), Gael-

Muintir na Gaeltachta, Cumann
Chearta Sibhialta na Gaeltachta,
Glin an Bhua (mds beo dd). An
Comhchaidreamh (mds beo do),
Slogadh, , Scéim na gCeard-
chumann (mas beo di), Club Con-
radh na Gaeilge, Cumann na Sean-
fhunduiri, Misneach, Comhlachas
na Firinne, Ldiste na hOid-
hreachta... nd cile. Y

Cloch an Chomhargaidh
ata dar maru

ATHBHLIAIN faoi shéan agaibh. Ach is mor idir mo mhian agus a
bhfuil i ndén diinn, té faitios orm. Mar td an stit ar tf a bhriste, 6
thaobh airgid de. y

De réir a chéile até an scéal 4 riomh. Ld amhiin, deirtear linn go
mbeidh méadi ar an gedin a focfas muid, ar achan bhealach. Ld eile,
cuireann siad deircadh le deontas ar thithe nua. Ach nfl aon chaint acu
faoin gcloch atd ceangailte lendr muinéal, mar atd an Comhargadh,
Caithfidh muid briseadh amach 6 phriosiin an Chomhargaidh n6 td
deireadh linn.

Faoi dheireadh na bliana sco, is cosil, caillfidh an té a bhfuil obair
aige thart ar 20 faoin geéad de luach a chuid pdighe, toisc an bolgadh
bheith ag bolgadh leis i geonaf agus gan aon chhiteamh ceadaithe don
ard( i geostas na beatha,

Go deimhin, té géarghi le ht, géarghd le
a bhfuil méas ag na hoibrithe air labhairt amach agus go tréan in ionad
bheith ag glacadh le gach scaf6id atd ina fioslach 6 bhéal an Rianaigh.

Sean-nath is ¢a go bhfuil ag méad i geénaf ar mhaoin na saibhear
fhad is atd an chuid cile dinn ag dul chun bochtanais, Is fada 6 bhi an
sean-nath sin léirithe chomh soiléir diinn is a bh faoi Nollaig. Larra
an-daor, anois, an artola, ach féach an méid de charrannai méra nua a
lionainn na sraideanna.

Mi chuirtear iachall ar an oibritheoir glacadh leis an mbolgadh gan
citeamh té sé rp-shoiléir nach bhfuil srian dd laghad ur an mbas nd aon
teora lena shaint. Is iad na daoine saibhre sin td ag creachadh na tire,

Di ndéanfadh Sinn Féin rud amhdin, agus go maith, i mbliana, ba
leor sin. An rud amhdin sin, géard ar chogadh na n-aicm, an robiil td ar
sitl a mhinit go beacht don phobal, agus na hair{ a nochtadh don saol
mar chairde agus mar chosantoiri ag na basanna.

Is iad na basannaf mora an t-aon dream sa tir td ag déanamh go
maith as ballrafocht an Chomhacgaidh. Is féidir sin a chruth go héasca

le figiuir. .

Duirtse dairtse

IS FIOR go ndiirt daoine dirithe
rudai_ dirithe faoi scéal, mds go
priobhdideach féin ¢ Duirt Ain:
dreas O Gallchoir go bhfcadfal
trichtas a scriobh faoi: bealach ab
ea ¢ le Mairtin O Cadhain agus
Ollscoil an Churaigh a chur i
ldthair Gael.

Shil Breandan O hEithir go
raibh dbhar Grscéil ann a tharbhar-
fadh deis don ddar bheith béal-
scutarach agus graosta ach gan
aon diobhdil a dhéanamh d'éinne,
fit don mhdthairab ba leochailli
ar an Spidéal,

Go  neamholfigiGil, ar son
Roinn an Oideachas, duirt Tomas
O Floinn go raibh cirsa ullmh-
aithe ag daoine measila do na
cimi agus go raibh s¢ cinnte
dearfa go ndéanfadh an cirsa na
cimf a choilleadh (san intinn) ach
go raibh an Cuanach faiteach, gur
shil sé go mb'fhéidir go raibh
comhcheilg ar sitl, toisc ¢ bheith
chomh gann sin ar Ghaeilg

Duirt Donall O Morain gur
thuig s¢ go raibh ganntanas airgid

ag cur as do na hAiri ach go
mbeadh sé sasta bracharsa Gaeilge
a chur ar fdil don Chuanach chun
go dtuigfeadh sé pleanna Roinn
an Oideachais i leith na bprios-
punach.

Diirt Tully go raibh “Gaelic” i
gebnai “subversive” agus nach
raibh ar sidl ag an gComhrialtas
ach comhairle Joan O'Brien a
leandint, bean a chruthui
dilseacht in Firinn, sa Ri
Sasana, i gCeanada agu:

Meiri-

ced. A
Duirt Mac Cosgair (Liam) go

gcaithfeadh sé tuilleadh colais a
fhdil. Dairt an Cruiseach go geait-
hfear an bogoak a bhaint de
Phortlaoise.

Diirt L'Estrange nir labhair
na ‘“‘clected rcprc\unuuw\" 2o
f6ill. Dairt O’Leary go raibh
Gaeilge ‘‘ceart go leor ina hiit
féin.” Dairt... ach nach cuma?

Canabalacht

“TUAIRISC" is teideal do ghlor
Chumann Chearta Sibhialta na
cllge, irls o Moilsitear & am go
ile i gConumara, mar is col
dom Iéitheorif.

T& nés ag an bpdipéar sin
daoine a ionsai 6 am go chéile. Ar
na daoine a d'ionsaigh an pdipéar
bhi Nollaig O Gadhra. Ach duine
& Nollaig atd in ann daoine a
ionsai, chomh maith,  Agus
d'ionsaigh s¢, mar chosaint air
féin, Donnchadh O hEallaithe, atd
ina bhainisteoin ar “Tuairise.”

Tdim tar ¢is coip den eagrin is
niaf den phiipéar a Mail agus
diritear m'aire ar choi’de litir ar
leathanach a do, litir Bhéarla, 6
Aontas Miinteoiri Eireann,

Deir an tAontas gur rinneadh
inidchadh ar an méid a dairt
Nollaig O Gadhra, gur bhain Don-
nchadh O hEallaithe feidhm as a
rho\l pribhléideach san Aontas le
heolas a il faoi Nollaig, ach gur
chinntigh an scridd a rinneadh
nach raibh aon bhunis leis an
gedineadh.

D'fhoilsigh muide anseo
freagra Ui Ghadhra ar O h'Eall-
aithe agus té s¢ de dhualgas orainn
dh an cheardchumainn, tar

adh a dhéanamh, a

Is_oth liom a rd go bhfuil
ionsaf eile fos ar Nolaig O Gadhra
ag Donnchadh O hEallaithe ar an
leathanach céanna le ¢dip na litre
thuasluaite.

Is bocht an scéal ¢ nuair a
chuirtear spis  agus fuinneamh
ami ar an mbealach seo agus na
fiornamhaidi chomh fairsing agus
atdid.

Ach, ar ndoigh, sin stair na
hlireann... agus na gCeilteach,
Dar le 1Gil Céasar, bhi sé ré-éasca
na_Ceiltigh a chur in adharcha a
chéile.

Bell agus Adams

1S 1OMAL scoldire
d'Moghlaim an teanga sa Champa,
agus atd ar sidl athuair, buiochas
mor le Dia. Gacilge mhaith atd ag
na daoine sin agus is coir feidhm a
bhaint astu chun an Ghluaiseacht
a ghaeld agus chun tibhacht na
teanga o mhinit déibh siad nach
bhfuil acu ach Béarla na bainriona

(n6 rud dicint cosdil leis).

Ta roinnt ddr muintir istigh
f6s, mar imthreorannaithe, agus
togha na Gacilge acu, iad ag cur
feabhais ar a n-colas i geonui.

VISIT
THE

CRAFT
CENTRE

Deir “Tuairisc™ (A 17) go
bhfuil an scéal ag dul thart go
bhfuil Gaeltarra ag iarraidh
monarcha Soltoys (thuas) sa
Spidéal a dhunadh. An
tseachtain  seo caite fuair
Gaeltarra  deontas £500,000
on gComhargadh,

Eatarthu, ta Ivor Bell agus Gemy
Adams, bail 6 Dhia orthu,
Bhi tionchar as cuimse mor ag
Na muinteoiri Gaeilge ar mhuintir
an Churaigh sna daicheadaf; agus
bhi tionchar as cuimse mér ag na
Gacilgeoiri nua a  d'fhoghlaim
Gacilge & leithéidi Mhairtin Ui
Chadhain agus Sheain Oig Ui
Thuama.
An mbeidh an tionchar céanna
8 Campa  Chluain  Cheis ar
htai na G, eilge agus an
in? An geuirfear an clafomh
ar aghaidh don chéad ghlilin

Kire Ghaclach shaor neamh-
spleach? NG Sacsa eile darb ainm
ire?  Biodh rang Ghaeilge g
gach cumann agus biodh gach ball
chumainn ina Ghacilgeoir, is 6m6$
do  mhuintir Champa ~Chluain
Cheis ati saor né ata i mbraigh*
deanas go f6ill,
Ni sacirse go Gacilge.

44 Cearndg
Pharnell,
Baile

Cliath
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OGLAIGH UNITS in South Armagh have
publicly accused the Ulster Defence Reg-
iment and the equally-biased Royal
Ulster Constabulary for being respons-
ible through collusion with loyalist
para-militaries for the pre-Christmas gun
and bomb attack on Donnelly’s public-
house at Silverbridge, a few miles from
Crossmaglen.

The outrage happened on the same night as
cross-border loyalist terrorists bombed Kay
Mulligan’s pub in Crowe Street, Dundalk.

Free State forces in the Co. Louth area
were t0o preoccupied keeping watch on Rep
ublicans and Republican sympathisers to
intercept the bombers crossing the Border
or travelling through Dundalk!

Between the two outrages, five people died
and several others were badly injured.

NOTICEABLE

The South Armagh Oglaigh na h-Eircann
statement said it was particularly noticeable
that prior to the attack on the pub at
Silverbridge, there were constant patrols by
the UD.R. and the R.U.C. in that area; also
that it was very significant that standard RUC
and UDR issue weapons, i.e. Sterling sub-
machine guns were used by the killers.

“We also accuse Unionist politicians as well
as sections of the media for exaggerating the
picture of violence in South Armagh thus
inflaming the situation and provoking sec-
tarian hostilities™ the statement said.

“We must point out that since the-truce,

South

1.R.A. Units hit out in
Armagh and

Our picture shows Mullingan’s Pub in Dundalk after it was bombed by Loyalist murder gangs.

action in the Crossmaglen and Silverbridge
areas had been reduced by all units to a
minimal level and solely one of retaliation for
acts perpetrated on the Community by the
enemy forces or their cohorts. Consequently,
there were few incidents in South Armagh
over the past year despite all the utterances by

commentators and politicians’.

The statement continued:- “While all Ogl-
aigh units will endeavour to maintain the
Truce situation in the South Armagh area,
irrespective of the latest sectarian offensive
against the Nationalist community, we never-
theless reserve our right to retaliate against all

Tyrone

killers, whether loyalist

para-
militaries, their cohorts, or the members of
the Crown Forces”.

“We also make an appeal to the entire
Nationalist community in South Armagh to
resist the presence of the U.D.R. and R.U.C.
in every way possible in the region”.

sectarian

TRAIN OPERATION

South Armagh Oglaigh has also denied a
British Occupation Forces’ allegation that an
operation carried out on a cross-border rail
link.on December 29th had endangered the
lives of passengers on a Belfast-Dublin train.

“A clear half-hour warning was given at
Portadown prior to the operation and there
was no danger of civilian casualties despite the
enemy propaganda claims” the statement said.

If Oglaigh warnings are not acted upon by
the enemy forces they must accept full
responsibility for the consequences, the state-
ment added.

CHECKPOINT

Meanwhile, East Tyrone Oglaigh claimed
responsibility for the bomb attack on Dec-
ember 29th on an enemy permanent check-
pont at Aughnacloy on the Tyrone/Monaghan
Border. “The operation was in retaliation for
the extreme harassment by troops of civilians
passing through the checkpoint along the
main Dublin-Derry road. Many motorists,
even in cases of emergency, were held up for
prolonged periods quite unnecessarily by the
troops” the East Tyrone statement said.

Derry mother’s
inhuman harassment

The Keenan-McGillan Sinn Fein Cumann, Derry
City has protested at the inhuman attitude of the
authorities in Musgrave Park Hospital and Long Kesh
as highlighted recently by the case of a young
Derryman, Eddie O'Hagan.

After being refused treatment for a serious com-
plaint in Long Kesh for several weeks, he was only
transferred to hospital after collapsing. He spent two
weeks in hospital, being transferred back to Long
Kesh on 23rd December.

The authorities knew that his elderly mother had a
visit on Christmas Eve yet they did not deem it
necessary to inform her of his transfer back to Long
Kesh.

Thus after a long and tiresome trip on Christmas
Eve, his mother arrived in Belfast only to learn that
her son had been transferred back to Long Kesh.

We regard the above mentioned case as another
form of harassment against the families of political

prisoners.
P.R.O.
Keenan-Mc Gillan Sinn Féin Cumann
Derry City.
SYMPATHY Kerry Sinn Fei
Deepest sympathy to Memorial

the relatives and friends of
Chris Coughlan, Chairman,
An Cumann Cabhrach,
London, who worked un-
selfishly for the Repub-

At & meeting of the Clash-
mealeon Martyrs Sinn Fein Cum-
ann, it was decided to erect a
fitting memorial in The Square,
Ballyduff village to all those from

lican Movement since

1969 the area who gave their lives in
Inserted by Roger Case- || the strusgle for freedom  from

ment Cumann, Kilburn, 1916 onwards.

Thomas McCurtain Cumann, Subscriptions to treasurer: Mr.
Harrow; Terence McSwiney [ Higgins, Clahane, Ballyduff, Tra
Cumann, Hammersmith,; Wolte J Icc

Tone Cumann, North London.

“The Committee and
Members of Luton Sinn
Fein tender their deepest
sympathy to the relatives
and friends of the late
Christopher Coughlan who
died in London on Christ-
mas Day. Go n-deanna Dia
trocaire ar a h-anam.’

RAFFLE
RESULTS

Following are the results of
the raffle held by Cumann Thom
dis Mhic Ghib, Cuil an tSudaire
(Co. Laoise) in aid of An Cumann
Cabhrach.

15t Prize (Handbag) Miss Joan
Redmond, 5 Sandy Lane, Port-

Prison
officers
suspended

FOURTEEN prison officers from
Birmingham’s Winson Green
Prison are to face criminal charges
following allegations that the six
Birmingham men accused of the
Birmingham pub bombing were
beaten up after their arrest.

The officers were suspended
on half pay.

A police spokesman said they
would appear before Birmingham
magistrates on Monday, February
23, to face summonses alleging
actual bodily harm.

[he summonses were served
by Mr. David Owen, Assistant
Chief Constable of Lincolnshire,
who headed the independent
inquiry.

The beating-up allegations
were made shortly after the men
were arrested. Last December, Mr
Owen was asked by the then
Chief Constable of the West Mid-
lands, Sir Derrick Capper, to hold
an inquiry.

His investigations were comp-
leted before the trial began and a
report was sent to the Dircctor of
Public Prosectuions.

The 14 officers are alleged to
have been present when the men
who are serving life sentences
were punched, kicked and thrown
downstairs before being put in

their cells,

The Prison  Officers  Trade
Union have threatened industrial
action if the men are found
puilty.

‘This is surely tantamount to
contempt of court.

We will watch British “justice™

most carefully in this case

arlington. 2nd Prize (Plaque of
Padraig Mac Piarais) Marian
O'Dwyer, Pike Road, Fermoy,
Co. Cork, 3rd Prize (Hand Painted
Handkerchief) David Fitzmaurice,
Killenard, Portarlington.

Sinn Féin forge ahead
in East Mayo

THE EAST MAYO Comhairle Cheantair of
Sinn Fein and its local branches in Balla,
Kiltimagh and Swinford have not been idle
during December.

On ‘the Sth a ballad session was held in
Andy’s Lounge, Claremorris by An Cumann
Cabhrach. The audience was addressed by
Liam Molloy, Swinford and Sean Keenan,
Derry.
In the course of his address Sean stressed
the fact that in spite of the release of the
internees, there were still 1,500 Irishmen and
women held in Free State, Six County and
English jails, because of their struggle to free
Ireland.

Most of those held in the Free State were
imprisoned on the unsupported opinion of a
Garda Chief Superintendant and this in itself
was internment under another guise and a
complete traversity of justice.

He also said that the hypocrites who had
passed the Offences Against the State Amend-
ment Bill, were now pushing through another
bill — the Criminal Law Jurisdiction Act —
which would enable the Special Criminal
Court in the 26 Counties to jail Irish patriots
down here for acts of opposition to the
British army of occupation and its satellites in
the occupied part of our country.

In particular Sean castigated Dr. David
Thornley who had told him after Daithi
O'Connell’s farce of a trial that he would vote
against the Bill, but who was now prepared to
vote for it.

“At least we know™ he said, “what Cos-
grave is, but Thornley has now revealed
himself as something worse — a weakling
whose word was worthless.

General Tom Maguire and his wife
Christina were guests of honour at a dinner
held in the Westways Hotel by the Sean
Corcoran Cumann, Kiltimagh, to celebrate
their SOth wedding anniversary.

Tom was presented with a plaque made in
Portlaoise by Dan Hoban and an illuminated
address of gratitude from Oglaigh na

h-Eireann for his loyalty to the cause of the
Republic from the War of Independence to
the present day.

His wife Christina was presented with a
beautifully wrought leather handbag made by
a Republican prisoner and also received a
bouquet of flowers from her niece, the
daughter of Dr. Joe Maguire, Balla.

Seamus O Mongain, introducing the
speakers said there were five generations of
Republi resent, rep ting the Tan and
Civil Wars, the forties, fifties and sixties’ and
what we hoped would be the final and
victorious campaign of the seventies. They all
had this great common bond — they had
remained true to the ideal of a Thirty-Two
County Republic.

He especially welcomed Mrs. Rushe, a
Cumann na mBan comrade of General Mag-
uire.

Died on hunger strike

Dan Hoban, Newport, referred to the
plaque which he was making for this occasion
while imprisoned in Portaloise. It was des-
troyed by the guards during one of the
disturbances there over political treatment. He
then made a second one containing a photo-
graph of Sean McNeela who died on hunger
strike on April 19th 1940 after a fast of 5§
days.

Dan then described how Sean was severely
injured after he had been seven days without
food, by the warders and civic guards, during
a seven hour battle in Mountjoy Jail. These
injuries hastened his death. §

The proceedings closed with thanks to the
Sean Corcoran Cumann and especially to
Marcella Gormley and Buddy Kelly who
organised the function so successfully.
Collections for An Cumann Cabhrach

With regard to collections for political
prisoners dependants it was reported that the
East Mayo Cumann under the Chairmanship
of Liam Molloy collected £1,500 during the
past year.
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“"What

sort of

Ireland?”’

We mean to be free, and in every enemy of tyranny we
recognise a brother; in every enemy of freedom we also
recognise our enemy though he be as Irish as our hills, The
whole of Ireland for the people of Ireland — their public
property, to be owned and operated as a national heritage, by
the labour of free men in a free country, That is our ideal, and
when you ask us what are our methods, we reply:— those
which lie nearest to our hands.

—James Connolly in “The Workers' Republic” (1899)

By James Hope

GRASS LANDS

IT IS now clear that Ireland is a country of
considerable wealth and richness, with a lush
and fertile soil, that is able to support the
finest beef herds. In a world where the
population is steadily growing, where there is
increasing demand for food, Ireland has the
potential upon its 16m fertile acres, not along
to offer a stable and secure settlement for a
g and independ ity of
farmers and people whose livelihood and
numbers the E.E.C. now threatens, but also
growth and space for sturdy agricultural
herds.

We can produce the beef, the mutton, the
bacon and the many other meat products that
the world now seeks, in rich abundance and of
a superb quality, and we can transport and
market it, free of middle-men, at greater
advantage to our own people. This is the
position we now find ourselves in, in 1976,
because the world needs the primary producer
and the primary producer is now in a position
to command a fair price.

MINERALS
Ireland, we now know, also has an
abundance of much sought after base

minerals, the minerals — zince, copper, lead,
possibly even gold — which enrich and change
other minerals and sub H f

Dublin and the other main ports.
We have some fine rivers and lakes with
much pure water, if we choose to keep them

Sinn Fein Notes
and News

CAVAN
THE Campaign against the
proposed Criminal Law

Jurisdiction Bill got underway in
County Cavan with Public
Meetings being held in Cavan
Town and Bailicborough,

Charlie Boylan, C.C. and Liam
Milur‘mgh, Educational  Officer
spoke at the meeting in' Cavan.
Charlie Boylan attacked the
Labour Party on it's role in the
Junta. He pointed out their great
phoney liberal role prior to
entering into the Coalition with
the Blue Shirts. He asked where
their sincerity was now in backing
a Bill which will extend further
the already overpowering amount

50, in a world where pure waters are b g
scarce. Through carelessness we have allowed
some of our biggest lakes to be affected by
eutrophication in recent years — we must now
arrest this. We must ensure that no effluents
enter our rivers and lakes, since no amount of
income can compensate for the contamination
of air or water.

Not alone will our rivers and lakes provide
us with pure water, but, with the seas around
us, they offer a unique playground for
recreation or for contemplation. This, too,
must be safeguarded. And we must also
safeguard and develop these resources for
their great fishery potential both from a
commercial and sporting point of view.
Ireland, in the past, has not done this. Ireland
has suffered from a deficiency in the supply
of nutritious fish food. We must now change
this, and Irish fleets must be enabled to fish
upon the high seas and to insure our own
coastal

waters against intrusion or
over-fishing.
Properly fished, Ireland could supply

Europe with a large part of its fish demand,
while the building of vessels, both for fishing
and deep sea navigation, would ensure the
expansion and growth of all such yards as we
have. (Laughable, is it not, that we content

);
these were not even hinted at, but it is now
evident that what has been found is the mere
tip of a vast iceberg of riches submerged
below the soil and the mountains, below the
bogs and the seas around Ireland. There is
enough here, with wise development, to make
all of our people comfortahle and secure in
the generations ahead. The dilemma, indeed,
will confront us how much to mine and how
much to leave in the ground. The dilemma
will ‘confront us of protecting our
environment while doing so — most of all the
dilemma will have to be faced of ensuring that
theese are held, mined, and owned by the
Irish people solely.

We must apply the same standards to our
ownership of gas and oil which we now know
to be of i , although diminishi
potential, on land and in the seas around us,
and we must énsure that when their lifetime is
expended our energy needs are accounted for
by the unexpendable energies of solar and
tidal power, a source that heretofore we have
not looked into.

This, of course, is not the current situation
and another good reason why we must sweep

away all vestige of the anti-national
bourgeoisie which controls us - the
Government has given so-called Tara, a

Canadian multi-national, 75 per cent of
County Meath minerals for free, with an overt
permission to remove them in the raw as
quickly as possible, and it is allocating blocks
for exploration purposes but with little overall
control to oil multi-nationals around our
coastline, their Irish associates (a tiny
minority interest in the overall) being
conveniently slotted in for a share in the take
by way of recompense for smoothing the way.

WATER RESOURCES

Our water resources are the envy of bigger
nations, and are manifest in a number of
ways. One aspect of these resources is the
existence at' Whitegate, Bantry, and Loop
Head of extremely deep water, 1!1: sort of

h that is now invaluable in a sandy
European coastline deficient in such
anchorages. It behoves us to control and
develop these resources catefully, not only to
ensure control and ownership by our people,
/but in total harmony with the environment.

Our many other potts and harbours are
ripe also for improvement, particularly in view
orethe new emphasis upon cSas‘tal shlﬁrems
and fishery development, and to ens
more equilrynble dmfﬂ:ution of trade between

to a limit that is down to 3 miles in
places, while Iceland, a country with only one
quarter of a million population (but is proud
enough not to be a member of the E.E.C.) has
pushed hers out to 200 miles. Iceland has four
gun boats, so have we, but ours spend half
their time doing gun running watch for the
Brits; Iceland exports 20 times the catch that
we export).

RESOURCES
Our broad plains, our hills and mountains
and fine coast scapes are lonely and

uncrowded. Left almost as they are, they are a
most important resource in this teeming
urbanised world. Long may they remain so.
They will provide relief and solace to people
from the urban areas of this and other nations
where space is at a premium and the pace of
life is less slow. In so doing, it will not be
necessary for us to present ourselves other
than what we are — we need not seek after
tourists purely for numbers sake, to chalk up
fanciful figures of revenue, or to exploit what
should bot be changed. We can offer a haven
to our own emigrants, and friends, to young
people who seek to learn an Irish way of life,
and to the people of all nationalities who are
interested in research, in quiteness, or more
good company.

OUR PEOPLE

We number, at the present time, exactly
4.7 million people, a high proportion of
whom are young, all of whom are apt, skilled,
and intelligent, These in the end are our
greatest resource — we must ensure in the
future the creation and fair distribution of
wealth on their behalf, Growth trends at the
present time indicate that by the end of the
century our population may be almost seven
million, We are not confronted, therefore,
with the near insurmountable problems of
population growth affecting other countries
nor need we fear it,

HOUSING

We have the housing — though we need
mych more of it. We have fine buildings, well
sited towns. We have an infrastructure of
industry, although faulty, which still offers
opportunities of building upon, of extending
ranges of skills and creating new ones. All of
these are assets, therefore, which should be
turned to account for its people by an Irish

(Ar leanuint ar chul)

of repressive legislation in the 26
Counties.

Liam Mimnagh pointed out
that the sacrifices made, not alone
in this generation, but in the
generations gone by were not
made so that the R.U.C. torturers
would be given a frec reign to
perjure themselves by testifying in
Court on trumped up charges in
the 26 Counties.

Tortured by
Special Branch

Speaking in Bailicborough,
Tony Fox, Organiser for Sinn
Fein in Cavan gave a vivid account
of his ordeal at the hands of the
Special Branch at Cavan Garda
Station earlier this ycar and
warned of the grave consequences
in allowing the R.U.C. and their
Special Branch full access to assist
the brutalisers in the Free State
Special Branch. He demanded to
know why the jail industry was
the fastest growing in the Country
and pointed out that if a fraction
of the monies spent on so called
security was used to alleviate the
plight of the unemployed the dole
queues would vanish.

Joe Ennis stressed that the
people would not easily forget the
screams of the oppressed people
in Holywood, Springfield Road,
Dungannon and indeed
throughout the 6 Counties. The
Dublin Government's
contribution to the struggle had
been one of “the stab in the
back™ nature and this Bill will be
the culmination of the sordid
story of collaboration with the
murdering  British forces. He
pointed out that the slick
language of the Dublin Politicians
could not disguise the fact that
not one of them had suffered one
iota for their “beliefs” which of
course is only the belief of
making money at the tax payers
expense. Republicans had
suffered heroically and will
continue to oppose the British
machine North and South until
the final inevitable victory is
secured and British Rule and
British Imperialism be buried for
ever.

The Meetings were organised
by Cavan Comhairle cheantair
Sinn Fein,

ROSCOMMON

An appeal for more Sinn Fein
members to become involved in

Community Councils was made
by Mr. Larry Noone, outgoing
Chairman  of the County
Roscommon Comhairle Cheantair
at  the annual  meeting in
Strokestown,

He referred to the Sinn Fein
policy document on  Local
Government issued in 1974 and
said this urged members to

become more involved in local
affairs, One way was to take an

active part in  Community
Councils.

A large number of todays
problems stem from centralised

government and could be cured
under the Sinn Fein policy for
Regional Government, A step in

this direction is th] formation of
X unity Councils. {
(n"llll: U:/t Croghan, lO"'EUdlnl
Secretary, said Sinn Fein _h_z :
busy year locally and 'm“mc‘n
many reforms, especially 1
relation to cutaway bogs and lane
ivision.

% i‘nmc is still much work to be
done and Sinn Fein must
continue to expose lack of water
in the county and the ex?rvbnnm
cost of providing electricity t0
rural housin,

He said gl‘hc gold-grubbing of
T.D.'s is evidenced by the fact
that they voted through a
supplementary estimate to pay
for their £700 a year pay rise only
days after Cosgrave exhorted l!'ne
rest of the country to nduc_c its
standard of living by operating a
wage restraint.

Local Affairs
Mr. Walter Lynch, joint
Secretary of Sinn Fein, who

attended the meeting also urqu
members to get more involved in
local affairs.

“Problems in the West (_)(
Ireland differed from those in
Dublin and had to be highlighted
at local level”, he said.

Officers elected: Chairman,
Mr. Paraig Cryan; Vice-chairman,
Mr. Tom Kilroe; Secretary, Mr.

Payl Kerins; Treasurer, Mr.
Dermot Mullooly; Finance
Officer, Mr. Des Croghan;
Publicity ' Officer, Mr. John
Costelloe.

EOCHAILL

I would be most obliged if you
would print the following in your
paper.

At the A.G.M. of the East
Cork Combhairle Ceanntar of Sinn
Fein held recently, a resolution
condemning the Criminal Law
Jurisdiction Bill was passed
unanimously. Resolutions
condemning the Dublin
Government’s disgraceful decision
to place an order for two ships
with a Japanese Company was
also passed. The recent Post
Office and Telephone increases
were condemned.

Councillors
congratulated

The outgoing Chairman, Mr.
Thomas  O'Connell, Youghal
UD.C. and outgoing Secretary,
Mr. Charles Ronayne, Midleton
U.D.C. were congratulated by the
new  Chairman, Mr.. Nicholas
Parker, Youghal, on their
excellent work on both Councils,

The Chairman stated that
since their election, to the
Councils their honest and
outspoken comments had created
A new welcome situation in the
East Cork area.

The following officers were

clected:  Chairman, N holas
Parker, Youghal; Vice-chairman,
Michael Burns, Fermoy:
Secretary, Mrs. P, O’Connor,

Midleton; Treasurer, Donal Finn,

Mitchelstown;  P.R.O., Charles
Ronayne, Uu.D.c
Education Thomas

MAYO

East Mayo Comhairle
Cheantair held protest meetings
all over East Mayo during (i
Christmas period. Meetings were
held in - Claremortis, Ballinrobe
and Balla and on Saturday 201h
December, 1975 'a motorcade
travelled through  Kiltimagh
Swinford, Foxford and Ballineg’
The cars  were fitted  wigy,
loudspeakers and  speakers
appealed to the people to come
out q||d protest against the Pprison
conditions in this country,

A strong appeal way made to

the people to oppose the Criming)
Law Jurisdiction Bill with all theiy
might, was also made.

ROSCOMMON

The following officers wery
elected at the annual genery
meeting of the Sean Sougy
Cumann, Roscommon, held in the

Royal Hotel, Roscommon, op
Friday 12th December, 1975,
Chairman, Mr. Tom Kilroe;

Vice-chairman, Mr. Sean Gannon;
Secretary, Mr. John Costelloe;
Asst. Secretary, Mrs. Vep
Costelloe; Treasurer, Mr. Michae|

Morris; Asst. Treasurer, My,
Michael Menton; P.R.O., Miss
Josiane Chapuis; Education
Officer, Mr. Paraig Stephens;
Cumann Organiser, Mr. Tom
Geraghty.

Delegates to Comhairle

Ceanntair: Mr. Kilroe and Miss
Chapuis.

LONDON

The Christmas Party for
children Prisoners was held in
Wilesden, London on Sunday
December 14th.

Highlight of the day was a visit
from Santa, with presents for
everyone. It was indeed 3
heart-warming occasion to see
these children get together to
talk, sing, dance and phy
together. A very happy time was
had by all.

The annual Christmas party is
always a great opportunity for the
wives to get together for a chat
and a little relaxation. A special
word of praise to these wonderful
mothers who stand brave and
strong behind their menfolk.
MONAGHAN

At a recent meeting the
Monaghan Combhairlecheantair,
Sinn  Fein, condemned the
attitude adopted by Mr. Corish
when the question of Monaghan

Co. Hospital was raised in
Leinster House, according to a
statement M.S.

issued by
O’Donaill, P.R.O.

The Sinn Fein statement
continued:

“The people of Monaghan are
not going to be intimidated by
the Minister's arrogant assertion
that the decision has been made
and that's an end to it. Retention
of our County Hospital could be a
life or death matter for persons
suffering accident or illness in
North Monaghan. The Combairle
Ceanntair  therefore urges its
members to support all Hospital
Retention meetings and
demonstrations and also to
support fund-raising functions.

. “The Comhairle Ceanntair also
discussed the proposed Criminal
Law (Jurisdiction) Bill which was
condemned as extending British
Law into the 26 Counties.
Delegates pointed out that the
Dublin Government still have the
6 County “security forces” on
trial before the Strasburg Human
Rights Court for torture and
brutality, yet they are currently
pushing through this bill which
Will permit these same “security
l?rrl‘x" the use of Southern
Courts to further repress [rishmen
for opposing British occupation
and Loyalist supremacy in the SiX
Counties.

“'The  Comhairle Ceanntaif
Strongly condemned the
continuing intolerable conditions
for Republican prisoners in Port
Laoise Jail where all cell funiture
has been removed and men are
forced to eat off the floor. Not
content with jll-treating
Republican prisoners, Mr. Cooney
Would like to cause hardship 10
their wives and children, as B
evidenced by repeated calls to the
Public not to support Prisoners

ependents’ fund-raising
activities”,
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Have you forg

ts all dry; and

and Thirteen dead.

have no fear

I saw people run
1 saw people fall

had ceased

1 heard no call

I say a Para jeer

Have you forgotten Blood.

g 0 ly Sunday
Has the sight since left your eyes
Have you forgotten Bloody Sunday
Or do your ears still hear the cries

clothes with water cannon wet

Before the sun had set.

We marched against internment
and the Provos with decernment
pu(_lwny their guns that day
saying: we'll try once again

the non-violent way

Come out and march and

We'll put you in no danger
We'll follow at the re.n.a.e

1 saw paras firing behind a wall
When the running and the screams

And I heard no voice

Only gunfire raked the silence

T'was the most frightening time of all
Every heart-beat said:

How many? Who? What name?

What matter? they are our people all.

A day that began with Joy and Cheers
Then eyes that burned with C.S. gas
‘Were burning next with tears.
Through my tear-filled eyes

How many? he called.
On his face was a leer
I'll not forget the Paras were here.

kese lines, written by a member of the Eamonn Lafferty
S.F. Cumnann, Derry, were recited by Kathleen Largy at the
first Bloody Sunday Commemoration in 1973.

THE 4th Anniversary of Bloody Sunday will
be commemorated in Derry on Sunday, Ist
February 1976.

The theme of this year’s Commemoration
is: DEMAND THE RELEASE OF ALL
REPUBLICAN PRISONERS.

Those who died on January 30th, 1972
were taking part in an anti-internment protest.
Internment has now ended, in name at least,
but there are still almost 2,000 men and
women held hostage by the British.

They are behind prison bars because they
dared oppose internment and the corrupt
regime which has been interning Irish men and
women without charge or trial for over 60
years; and which was responsible for the
cold-blooded murder of 13 unarmed civilians
in Derry on Bloody Sunday.

otten Bloody Sunday?

The Derry Comhairlecheantair, Sinn Fein,
invites the Republicans of Ireland and all
Republican supporters to march with them in
Derry on Sunday, 1st February: 3

Parade forms up in Bishop's Field, Creggan
at 3,00 p.m,

PROMINENT REPUBLICAN SPEAKERS

Massed bands in attendance
— all bands welcome

Parking space for buses;
Catering laid on for marchers.

All inquiries to:
The Secretary,
49, Linsfort Drive,
Creggan,

Derry.

Our picture shows one of the thirteen murdered by Paras in Derry on Janua

ry 30,1972.

[ Political Notes|

Hairy Knees, Airey Naive,

Cockroach Cooney etc., etc.

BRITISH right wing Tory
Airey Neaves, Conservative
and Unionist spokesman
on the North, is upset
about the names he is
being called Hairy
Knees” and Airey Naive
are among the milder ones.

The poor lad doesn’t
like the ribbing. His face is
scarlet with embarras-
sment when the nicknames
are used. It’s not British,
not cricket, old boy!

He should be over here.
We have ‘‘Shoot the
Tinkers’> Donegan;
““Cockroach’” Cooney;
““Brit-lover’” O’Brien;
““Screw-face” Cosgrave;
“Fastest run in the West”
Fitzgerald and perhaps the
worst — ‘‘Socialist”
Corish!

Airey should consider
himself fortunate he
doesn’t hear the names he
is called in certain parts of
the Six-Counties when the
air around the speaker
turns a colour familiar to
him — true blue.

As expected, the
patriots in Leinster House
voted through the second
reading of the Criminal
Law Jurisdiction Bill. For
the record these are the
Deputies who voted for
the Bill and, in brackets,
thﬁ"! constituencies:

eter Barry (Cork City
South-East); Richard
Barry (North-East Cork);
Michael Begley (South
Kerry); Luke Belton
(Dublin North-Central);
Paddy Belton (Dublin
North-East); Joseph
Bermingham (Kildare);
John Bruton (Meath);
Dick Burke (South County

By Maren

Dublin); Joan T. Burke
(Roscommon-Leitrim);
Liam Burke (Cork City
North-West); Hugh Byme
(Dublin North-West).

Mark Clinton (North
County Dublin);  Frank
Cluskey (Dublin Central);
Edward Collins
(Waterford); John F.
Conlan (Monaghan);
Fintan Coogan (West
Galway); Patrick Cooney
(Longford-Westmeath);
Brendan Corish (Wexford);
Liam Cosgrave (Dun
Laoghaire and Rathdown);
Declan Costello (Dublin
South-West); Stephen
Coughlan (East Limerick);
Donal Creed (Mid-Cork);
Kieran Crotty
(Carlow-Kilkenny); Conor
Cruise O’Brien  (Dublin
North-East).

Barry Desmond (Dun
Laoghaire and Rathdown),
Eileen Desmond
(Mid-Cork); Henry
Dockrell (Dun Laoghaire
and Rathdown); Maurice
Dockrell (Dublin Central);
Patrick Donegan (Lough);
John Donnellan
(North-East Galway).

Thomas Enright
(Laoighis-Offgly); John
Esmonde (Weylord).

Martin  Finn (East
Mayo); Garret FitzGerald
(Dublin South-East); Tom
Fitzpatrick (Cavan); Oliver
J. Flanagan (Laoighis-
-Offaly).

Eugene Gilhawley
(Sligo-Leitrim). Desmond
Coverney (Carlow-

Kilkenny).

Patrick Harte
(North-East Donegal);
Patrick Hegarty
(North-East Cork); Brigid
Hogan O’Higgins
(Clare-South Galway).

Denis F. Jones (West
Limerick).

Liam Kavanagh
(Wicklow); Justin Keating
(North County Dublin);
John Kelly (Dublin
South-Central). Enda
Kenny (West Mayo);
Thomas Kyne (Waterford).

Gerald L’Estrange
(Longford-Westmeath);
Gerard Lynch (North
Kerry).

Charles McDonald
(Laoighis-Offaly); Joseph
McLoughlin (Sligo-
Leitrim); Larry McMahon
(South County Dublin);
Patrick Malone (Kildare);
Michael P. Murphy
(South-West Cork).

Fergus O'Brien (Dublin
South- t); Tom
O’Donnell A
Limerick); John L.
O’Sullivan (South-West
Cork).

Seamus Pattison
(Carlow-Kilkenny).

Patrick Reynolds
(Roscommon-Leitrim);
John Ryan (North
Tipperary); Richie Ryan
(Dublin South-Central),

Dan Spring (North
Kerry); Myles Staunton
(West Mayo).

Frank Taylor (Clare);
David Thornley (Dublin
North-West); Godfrey
Timmins (Wicklow);
Brendan Toal (Monaghan);
James Tully (Meath).

James White
(Donegal-Leitrim).

Unemployment on the
increase in Derry City

WELL- KNOWN shirt manufacturers Tillie
and Henderson, once a steady employer of
Derry women, is closing down. 250 jobs will
be lost — management’s vague promise to
“keep 50 people on” is just a sweetener for
the blow, and a pretty transparent and
ineffective one at that.

With such a huge rise lately in male
unemployment in Derry (nearly 20 per cent
overall, with a far higher percentage in
nationalist areas as usual), the closure of Tillie
and Henderson’s makes it impossible for many
families to have anyone at all in work. Each
week the women’s signing queues get
depressingly longer. The comment heard from
these hard-working women, who often have
raised large families as well, is: “I haven’t
missed a day off work or on sick leave for 38
years.

INACTIVITY
OF UNION

The union responsible for the Tillie’s
workers has come out — now that the closure
was announced to condemn closing the
factory and to demand government action.
WHERE WERE THE OFFICIALS OF THIS
UNION until NOW? \

Once again, as so many times before with
the Derry trade unions, it is-a case of “‘too
little, too late”, as well as “‘closing the barn
door after the horse has bolted”, The unions
will huff and puff now about this closure —
now that it is too late to do much about it,
they are in no danger of being called to any
action,

PREDICTION

We note the following prediction from a
cumann in Bogside earlier this year. Check its
accuracy for yourself:

“The gloomy forecast for Derry this winter
is higher unemployment, according to reliable
statistics from the Department of Local
Development. Figures quoted clearly predict
that during midwinter that there will be an

increase in the number of people on a
three-day-week and that the total out-of-work
in Derry will reach 5,000. So depressed are
the Civil Service that they are consumed with
thoughts that, under such a strain, there is a
genuine ibility of a pl kd

in the Social Services, unless effective
measures are adopted to avoid the on i
threat of increased unemployment.

Dole queues wil be longer, tensions high,
and hearts drenched with despair. All of this
will eventually lead many families from the
fragile security they once enjoyed, into the
exploding circle of unhappiness caused by the
festering sore of unemploy ment.

The British don’t care. They are engulfed
in their own inflation problems, so that in the
future when they discuss the subsidiary
matters relating to the difficulties affecting
“Ulster’s” financial position within the
so-called “United Kingdom context” they will
require or expect some guarantee from the
Local Authority that whatever investment
might be forthcoming, the State Investment
Sector, along with its government
counterpart, will at least be given a chance to
break even, This means rigid controls on
workers and handcuffing the unions.

One wonders if unions in Derry need to be
handcuffed, But the British will now, more
than ever, consider at all times the attitudes
within the Trade Union Movement before
they will act benevolently towards Ulster.
Unions based and supported in Britain will
obviously examine, under the Inflation
microscope, the strings attached to any state
aid — or even private aid — the British may
feel inclined to push in Ulster's direction. The
immediate reaction at trade union level — to
give away the sterling much needed in
England — would automatically raise not only
Denis Healy’s eyebrows, but send civil
servants' temperture in general sky-high, and
result in the censuring of any future Labour
government policy to carry through any aid
programme which could be in any way seen as
detrimental to the welfare of the English
people”.

— P.R.O., Patrick Pearsc Cumann, Bogside,
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NOTEBOOK

THERE are two very hopeful
developments in Ulster Co. Donegal now
has four Eire Nua bookshops and North
Armagh Comhairle Cheantair has begun to
talk directly to the people of Ulster about
the future of Ulster. In a statement
announcing a demonstration in Lurgan to
explain and discuss an “Ulster future
without Britain”, it says that British
solutions *“offer no opportunity for
progress, peace and justice for the people
of Ulster”; that a British solution is “a sure
recipe for further suffering of the Ulster
people; and that a genuine solution which
ensures peace and justice can only be
evolved through free discussion by the
people of Ulster and eventually the people
of Ireland”.

If the educational drive in Donegal and
the political initiative of North Armagh
could join hands, forging a bridge across
Ulster and across the 6-County border,
they might succeed in breaking the present
stalemate and produce real forward
movement. .

What has been needed above all, else,
especially since the truce, is that Ulster
Republicans would start talking to the
people of Ulster, Catholic and Protestant,
about Ulster and its future. They have
talked enough to them down the years
about “Ireland”; it is a theme which
interests only a minority of Ulster people
and which sounds to the majority like a
threat. But “Ulster” interests everyone in
Ulster — it is the great uniting theme.

In this respect, Republican Belfast has
not given the required lead. It has borne
_the brunt of the fighting and taken more
physical punishment than any other part of
the nationalist North. But like all large
urban concentrations, and like all ghettos,
it is self-obsessed. It has not spoken for
Ulster or to Ulster or about Ulster.

Republican News is a vigorous,
well-edited Belfast Republican paper; but it
has not become, nor tried to become, an
Ulster paper.

Neither has Derry, for its part, learned
to talk about Ulster — or even about West
Ulster.

North Armagh has begun to do what
needed to be done. It has given the lead to
Republican “Ulster. The language used in
the Comhairle Cheantair statement which [
have quoted above is a new language. It is
the language of Ulster spoken with a
Republican accent.

It mattered little where the first
breakthrough into this new language would
occur. What mattered was that it should
happen some where; and it has happened in

OUR
An Ulster of self-governing communities
and police services, their own wages
take pride in.
OUR M
In Belfast and in each of the nine cou
10-40,000 people
elected COMMUNITY COUNCILS on th
Conditions, Job Opportunities,
Co-operative Enterprise, Housing, Lands

The District:
and an ULSTER PARLIAMENT (with

according to population density, Repre

to deal with Social Welfare, Primary Education, |

o be grouped under FOUR

North Armagh’s
new language

‘North Armagh. 1 hope that the North

Armagh people realise the importance of
their new departure and follow up their
initiative to the full. They are now in the
vanguard of Republican politics in Ulster.

This new Republican politics means, in

Funeral of the late
Noel Worthington

ON Thursday, 17 December, 1975, the
funeral of Noel Worthington took place from
Hughes Park, Dundalk.

From St. Patrick’s Cathedral to the
Cemetery at Dowdallshill at least 150—200
Gardai and Special Branchmen escorted the
cortage.

The coffin was draped with the Tricolour
and led by 50 young men and women

b of the Republi M

the first place, speaking the lang of
Ulster loyalism insofar as this is possible
for Ulster Republicans. And the Eire Nua
programme makes this possible to a very
considerable degree indeed.

Ulster Republicans who grasp this, and
who exploit the possibilities to the full,
will find themselves saying very new,
daring and remarkable things which will
shock, awaken and interest Protestants and
Catholics alike. They will find, suddenly,
that they are being listened to.

They will be saying, for example,

that the Border must not be removed

but rather extended to include all of

Ulster;

that Ulster must have its own

Parliament and a cabinet formed by the

majority without any obligation to

power-sharing;

that Ulster rejects rule from London
and from Dublin;

that the Free State must renounce all
claim to rule the North;

that local government must have
greater powers than ever before;

that the Shankill, Andersonstown,
Stormont, Falls and Legoniel should
have district councils; and

that Ulster should negotiate a federal
association with the Parliaments of

Leinster, Connacht and Munster.

That is what Eire Nua looks like,
presented from an Ulster point of view. It
is high time it was presented from this
point of view. Any other way of presenting
it in Ulster is sheer waste of time and
effort.

That is the new, exciting political
language which Ulster Republicans will
speak when they begin to talk like
Ulstermen and not — as so often in the past
— like fifth columnists from south of the
Border trying to undermine and destroy
Ulster.

I have a suggestion to make to my
friends in North Armagh. They are
‘familiar, I suppose, with that Sinn Fein
leaflet, printed in green and black, which
begins “SINN FEIN for a New Ireland”
and which summarises the Republican
programme. Well, what about producing an
Ulster version of that leaflet, printed in
orange and black, and astonishing Loyalist
Ulster with it? Wouldn't Loyalist Ulster be
astonished to get something like the
following pressed into its hands?

SINN FEIN FOR A NEW ULSTER

AIM

in which the people control their own

affairs: their own employment, their own natural resources, their own schools

and prices, their own housing and

environment. An Ulster which Ulster men and women can call their own and

EANS

nties: DISTRICT COUNCILS for every
ntation for
1e District Councils. The District Offices

ading Practices, Employment

Agriculture,  Fishing, Small Industry,
and Planning Permission.

REGIONAL ADMINISTRATIONS

no obligation to power-sharing) linked

People including, the mother and father of
deceased were prevented from getting to the
graveside. Wreath layers were not allowed to
lay wreaths.

Mr. Fran Browne, a member of the
Dundalk Urban Council and the Louth
County Council had this to say about the
di ing and lish behaviour of the Free
State’s “Security Forces™:

“I protested to an Inspector in charge
about the conduct of his men at the graveside.
I asked him to allow wreaths to be lain. He
told me to go back and ask his men again.

“Now I ask? Why this conduct? On whose
instructions? What kind of person gave the
orders for this kind of unchristian acts to be
; . x

the cemetery at Dowdallshill

The funeral of Noel Worthington (R.LP.) on its way from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Dundalk to

carried out? Why have the Clergy. Dundalk
not protested about the trampling all over
graves in the Cemetary by Free-State Security
Forces.

I had intended to say a few words about
the deceased but I was not allowed near the
graveside. However Mr. Paddy Duffy of
Dundalk succeeded in getting to the graveside
and paid hi

ts to Noel Worthing on
behalf of the Republican Movement.

Mr. Cosgrave and company have accused
Republicans in the Six Counties of provoking
a Civil war there. What is he, Cooney,
Donegan, Cruise O’Brien and others doing
here in the 26 Counties.

They are carrying out these acts now. What
will they do when this New Anti-Terrorist Bill
is past. It is my opinion that they will push
Republicans too far.

At least the British “‘Security Forces” in
the Six Counties allow the dead to be buried.

The acts of the Free State Security Forces
on the day of the funeral have put the people
of Dundalk behind the Republican Movement
in their protests against the harassment of the
dead.

S.F. sends
telegram

to Wilson

FOLLOWING is the text of a
telegram sent by Sinn Fein
Head Office to Mr. Harold
Wilsofi, Britain's Prime
Minister in response to his
recent diatribe against Irish
Northern Aid in which he
called upon Americans to
cease subscribing to Northern
Aid funds:

How strange was your tirade
to American journalists when we
recall that the second lLabour
Party Conference totally ignored
the Irish Question™. We suggest
that as the British economy is in a
chaotic state, that you ask the
British people if they are willing
to continue financing  your
Government’s reign of terror in

was

Remains of
David Kennedy

laid to rest
in Amagh

IT was
Movement learned of the death of David
Kennedy of Armagh city.

A dedicated Republican his sudden death
came as a shock to his many friends.

A Staff Officer in Oglaigh na hEireann he
also

with deep regret that the Republican

chairman  of * the local S.F.

federally with similar Parliaments in Leinster, Connacht and Munster. An
ULSTE

Catholics.

R GUARD recruited on the basis 60 per cent Protestants, 40 per cent
An ALL-IRELAND FEDERAL PARLIAMENT in Athlone. The

Donegal Gaeltacht in a self-governing Gaeltacht Region.

BANKS under public ownership.
MINERAL RESOURCES exploited by an

Ulster state agency. P s
ALL-IRELAND CONSTITUTION

negotiated by the four provincial
parliaments. N
A STATUTE OF BASIC CITIZENS
RIGHTS.

If you want this sort of Ulster, help us
build it by voting SINN FEIN or by joining
a SINN FEIN CUMANN.

srs e

How many people in Ulster know that
that is what {he Provos propose for Ulster?

by

Ireland. A recent British opinion
poll has shown what their answer
would be.

OfF course, successive British
Governments have tried to bully
the Irish people as you are now
attempting to bully Iceland
British tactics have not changed
from the massacres of Cromwell,
to the exccution of Republican
Leaders 1916 by General
" Maxwell to the Derry
massacre of 1972

Britain has not just splashed

blood on the shamrock; she has °

soaked our soil in blood for 800
years even when the growing of
the shamrock was forbidden by
British Law.

The telegram was signed by
Aindrias O Ceallachain, National
Publicity Dept. Sinn Fein,

Combhairlecheantair. One of his last acts was
to bring out the local Republican newsheet —
“The Armagh Provo™,

Volleys were fired as his remains were
taken from his home to Armagh Cathedral.

FUNERAL ORATION

At the funeral the following day Sinn Fein
President Ruairi O Bradaigh paid tribute to
David's dedication and courage and éxtended
the sympathy of the Movement to his wife
and family. Over 2,000 people attended the
funeral.

Leaba i measc na Naomh go raibh aige,
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Republican Post Bag

sums of money to it.
Do Republi

Political fund
exemption

MANY of the Trade Unions are affiliated to
the Irish Labour Party and give substantial

b

unions realise

X who

S T that part of their weekl

subscriptions goes inlop(h'm ‘political fund'? Y
I should like to remind all trade unionists

that und_er the Trade Union Act, 1913 they

have 2 right to opt out of this political levy,

:!\d )cmnot be placed under any disability or

4

are of these

P

as
of the unio-n for doing so.
Every member is entitled to ask his or her
Bnnch. Secretary for
Exemption Nolice which he/she can then sign
and return. This exempts the menbers from
payment of the political fund levy.
Al]' Republican Trade Unionists should
exercise this option now.

Director of Publicity, 2a Sraid Chaoimhin
Toch,, Baile Atha Cliath 8.

d with other

a Political Fund

—Sean O Bradaigh,

GREETINGS

AN Cumann Cabhrach
(Dundalk Branch) sends New
Year Greetings to all the
Republican Prisoners
throughout Ireland, England,
Scotland and the U.S.

LONDON Sinn Fein wish to
extend sincere Greetings to
their comrades in gaol.

We love them yet.

We ne’er forget

The felons of our land

THE Louis Leonard S.F.
Cumann, Maguires Bridge,
wish all the prisoners in
Ireland, England, Scotland
and America a very happy
New Year and hope their
aims for a United Ireland will
soon be achieved. God Bless
you all.

NEW Year Greetings to
Brendan Doherty and all
Political Prisoners in Port
Laoise concentration camp.
— From Mrs. Doherty and
Margaret, Co. Kerry.

SPECIAL New Year
Greetings to Brendan Dowd
and all Republican Prisoners
in British and Northern
Concentration Camps.

— From Margaret and Mrs.
Doherty, Currow, Killarney,
Co. Kerry.

DO Dhonnchadh O Cinneide
agus na priosunaigh
polaiticula go leir i gcarcar
Phort Laoise — Alhbhliain
faoi shean agus faoi mhaise
daoibh, o Maitiu, Deirdre,
Blanaid, Maire agus Fergal.

ALL good wishes to
Republican Prisoners in Irish
Concentration Camps and
English Dungeons.

— Paddy Ward, West
Australia.
GREETINGS to our

comrades — the Luton Three
— Sean Campbell, Gerry
Mealy and Phil Sheridan, and
all Irish Republican Prisoners
in Ireland, England, Scotland
and North America. May
1976 bring peace with justice
to our land.

— From the Committee
and members of the Patrick
McAdorey/Seamus McCusker
Sinn Fein Cumann, Luton,
Sasana.

NEW Year’s Greetings to
Paddy Shanahan and Frank
Smith.

- From the Martin Forsyth
Cumann, Sinn ein,
Rathfarnham.

O CEALLACHAIN
REPLIES TO
FREEMAN

I WARNED the Sinn Fein Ard
Fheis of 1975 that a full time
P.R.O. would become the
organisations scapegoat. [ am not
“Sinn Fein’s new national P.R.O”
— contrary to Freeman’s
description in  your December
12th issue.

When the Ard Fheis adopted
the resolution “That there should
be a fulltime P.R.O". I undertook
to establish a National Publicity
Department based in Kevin
Street. I told Sean O Bradaigh,
the National Director of Publicity
that we should stress the idea of a
department rather than an
individual P.R.O. This means that
if a P.R.O. is transferred to
another (e.g. research), then the
successor will not be forced to
start from scratch.

I find Freeman’s suggestions
about the Provincial Councils

screening motions most
interesting. As regards your
“‘gripes” being unanswered |

accept your point on fraternal
delegates but I had no part in the
organisation of the Ard Fheis.

It does strike me, though, that
Sinn Fein would need two full
time P.R.O.s if they were to

answer ‘‘Freeman’s” endless
criticisms.
~Alndrias O Ceallachain,
Sinn Fein, U.C.D.
ULSTER
IS OURS

THE lesson the English never
learned is that Ulster is ours, not
theirs. Englishmen are now paying
a terrible price for ignoring that
lesson of history. The Irish poet,
T.M. Kettle precisely expressed in
verse the sentiment of all
Irishmen when he wrote:
“Ulster is ours,
Not theirs, 5

Is ours to have
and to hold;
Our hills and lakes
and moors

Have shaped her
in our mould
Derry to Limerick walls
Fused us in battle flame;
Limerick to Derry calls
Once wronged-shared
Irish name”.

Bleeding  Ulster remains a
running sore on the British body
politic. The British Exchequer
now pays out approximately 2
billion dollars a year to maintain
the faltering British presence in
Ulster, such as'it is. The Queen’s
writ runs no more, even in
formerly solid Loyalist areas.
Even the Loyalists now realise
loyalty to Britain is disloyalty to
Ulster and their own interests,
political, economic and social.
More and more sec the Unionist
landed gentry and Unionist
business barons as robber barons
who have, in the name of loyalty
to Britain, kept Loyalist workers
in a state of poverty for centuries,
while, at the same - time,
consolidating their own preferred
positions.

The English Queen made
Captain O'Neil and Chichester
Clark members of the House of
Lords, but what Loyalist worker
would do the same? There are no
lords on the Shankhill or Sandy
Row.

Ulster is ours, and if history
teaches anything, it is that Britain
cannot have it. It belongs to all
Irishmen, Protestant, Catholic and
dissenter. When will English lords
and English politicians realise this.

—Brian Gaffney,
Nua Eabhrach.

SUPPORT HOME
INDUSTRY

IT seems that the Dublin
Government once again have gone
out of their way to provide
employment for other
nationalities whilst ignoring the
plight of the Irish worker. I refer
of course to the recent decision of
the Irish Shiping Ltd., to place an
order of the magnitude of £11
Million Pounds with a Japanese
Firm. One wonders how many
Irishmen are employed there —
perhaps the Government has to
answer?

Their statement to the effect
that the deal with Japan was a
saving surely is not justified when
viewed against the possible loss of
employment to Irishmen involved
in the industry in their own
Country. Since the Japanese have
not seen fit to build a shipyard or
become involved in one in Ireland
(as did Verolme) there will be no
percentage of Irish Labour
involved. Far better if the Irish
Government had seen fit to
subsidise the project and provide
employment for Irishmen.

It's one thing to have Irish
souvenirs made in Japan — but
two bulk carriers? This is
ridiculous. In addition the
decision to allow the 30 Million
stamps commerating St. Oliver
Plunkett to be printed in England
is surely deplored by all Irishmen
and particularly by those in the
printing trade, has the Trade
Union Movement in Ireland
abandoned it’s principles?

There are few countries, just
as there are few companies, where
successful overscas efforts are not
anchored to a sound domestic
business. Even Japan, in spite of
fantastic overseas thrust, exports
only 9 per cent of it’s gross
national product. In addition, all
goods purchased from Japan are
shipped in Japanease vessels —
this is made part of the conditions
of sale.

Perhaps at the present time
there are a number of GOODS
being manufactured in Ireland for
Japanease Companies. I would be
very interested in hearing of same.

—Shay O’Hara,
Clovelly, New South Wales,
Australia.

WHO BLOODIED
THE SHAMROCK

I HAVE' heard on the B.B.C.
News that Harold Wilson, the

British Prenier, has told American

journalists that they should

persuade Irish Americans from

sending money to Irish Northern
id.

He said that they were only
helping to put blood on the
Shamrock and that the Provos
were not like the patriots of 60
years ago.

Harold should remember that
it was his own army of
occupation who saturated the
Shamrock with blood in Derry
when 13 men and boys were
murdered and these murdering
skunks are still free.

Britain’s armies of occupation
have been spitting Irish blood for
eight centuries. Also Harold’s
predecessors were calling the Irish
patriots of 60 .years ago,
“terrorists and murderers”.

My best advice to Harold is to
make a study of Irish history
during the centuries of British
occupation. If he does so, he will
learn that ‘“Ireland unfree shall
never be at peace” and that his
Black and Tan’s cannot put a stop
to the march of a Risen People.

—Eamonn O Murchu,
Weston-Super-Mare, Avon,
England.

GREETINGS

KEVIN MALLON
Happy New Year from your FAV-
OURITE girl friend.

—Jane Frances.

NEW YEAR GREETINGS to
Paddy Shanahan in Portlaoise
Prison, with love and best wishes
from your wife Lil and family.

Buiochas

| wish to thank all my friends
who remembered me by way of
cards and gifts this Christmas.

Unfortunately and due to rep-
ressive restrictions | was only
allowed to send cards to my
immediate family.

Hoping to see you all in free-

m

Venceremas.
—Rita O'Hare,
Limerick.

Sligo newsheet
“The Riverstown News” is the
latest local newsheet to join the
Sinn Fein “Mosquito Press”.
The first edition published
before Christmas contains articles

The official policy
of the Republican
Movement is-expressed
in statements issued by
Sinn  Féin, the . Jrish.
Republican - Publicity
Bureau and the

leadership-.of

Republican Moyement.
Views expressed

here, by letter writer

authors and not
arily those of the
publishers. 4
Letters to the Editor
will have a better
chance of publication if
short, typewritien on
one side of paper and
well spaced. Fiilte ar
leith roimh Ghaeilge.

I gCu1i_mhne

I gcuimhne Vol. Kevin
Coen, of Rushbeen,
Riverstown, Co. Sligo who
was killed in action against
British occupation forces
near Cassidy’s Cross, Co.
Fermanagh on January 20,
1975. Always remembered
by the Kevin Coen S.F.
Cumann Riverstown.

Buiochas

THE An
Cabhrach, Central
Committee, wishes to
express deepest gratitude
to “Kell’s Reader” for a
subscription of £50.
forwarded anonymously
for the prisoners’
dependants.

Cumann

Solidarity

WE the Irish Community
in Roebourne, West
Australia pledge our full
support to the Leadership

of the Republican
Movement in what ever
decisions are Deemed

Necessary for a just and
lasting peace in Ireland.

on the squalid living ditions of
the local parish priest, the
Criminal Law Bill, the local
School Management. Committee
and the derelict state of the local
Parish Hall.

Bloody
Sunday

London Sinn Fein wish

Methods of

“Internment has ended” and “‘Rees ends Internment” etc. etc.
Such were the headlines that appeared in many of the Irish and
English National Newspapers on the day following 12 December '75,

when Britain finally relased the remaining 47 men who were still being
held without trial.

What appeared to be a *Christmas Box', turned out to be, in actual
fact, another of Britain’s many whitewash excrcises, for, on the
morning of the releases the headlines, “Britain found guilty"?, appeared
in one of Ireland’s National Newspapers, in reference to the Irish
torture case against Britain at the Strasbourg Human Rights
Commission.

However, the final release of men being held was welcomed in all
moderate political circles, but was, as expected, condemned out of
hand by the majority of hardline Tories and Unionists, most of who
accuse Rees of doing a “'deal” with the LR.A, As far as the Republican

is conce never was a point, as it
is, in all aspects, illegal, immoral and inhumane,

As far as Mr. Brian Faulkner is concerned, Internment was to be the
‘Ultimate' weapon in the arsnal of the British-Unionist weaponry, that
would defeat the Freedom Struggle, or as far as Faulkners Orange
Clique are concerned, defeat the “Papists” no doubt

Faulkner utters such sentiments as; “'I have no regrets”, showing
complete disregard for the hundreds of innocent people who lost their
lives, the hundreds of homes wrecked and thousands who suffered, as a
direct result of Internment.

Mr. Rees appeared on Television portraying an “Aren’t I a jolly
good chap” image, telling the people to turn their backs on the
Republican Movement and the 1,200 Political Prisoners now
languishing in British and Irish Jails, mainly as a direct result of
challenging the Armed Forces of the Establishment who are
i ing such evil i as Britain over the
years, and in the past four years in particular, have used several
methods of imprisoning without trial those opposed to them. Shortly

Internment

after August '71, when Internment was reintroduced, Britain after
making a few minor changes in their method of imprisoning, dropped

the term “Internment” and replaced it with the

to that they will
be holding their annual
Bloody Sunday
Commeration march on
Sunday, February 1st,
1976.

Details to be issued at a
later date.

more

respectable term “Detention™. Now that they have been forced to
abandon their “Detention™ method, they are preparing to use the
Non-Jury - *Commissions" method, to the full.

These “Commissions™ or Courts, that Mr. Rees declares “‘will solve
the problem of Political violence in Northern Ireland”, are the Courts
where the murderers of 14 innocent civilians in the Derry “‘Bloody
Sunday" debacle, the “New Lodge Road Murders" etc. etc., have been

The crimes are but a few, the list is

endless,

Courts where Republicans are blatantly discriminated against, are
purjured against and on the flimsiest of evidence are sent need to long
terms in prison.

The fervour in which the British intend using these Courts, was
highlighted only a few months past, when they announced to the world
their intention to build a £30 Million Top Security Prison at
Magheraberry, Mr. Rees appears on Television playing with numbers
and informs the populous, “‘So far this year over 1,000 persons have
been arrested and charged with Political Offences", no doubt hoping to
impress  the Tory-Unionist “diehards” with his alternative to
Internment

The facts are, continuing arrests only further show the futility of
Britain remaining in Ireland. What will they do when Magheraberry is
full. Will they build more prisons? As long as one Political Prisoner
remains behind bars, the System that has him there is corrupt, and he is
a Political Hostage.

Indeed, Mr. Faulkner and his fellow travellers can rest assured,
Internment has not ended, rather a new phase has begun.

—Sean Magaoidh,
Political Prisoner,
Cage 12, Campa na Cise Fada,

Sympathy

The Louis Leonard Sinn
Fein Cumann,
Maguiresbridge, Co.
Fermanagh wish to tender
their deepest sympathy to
the Armstrong family on
the tragic death of
Raymond; the Larkin
family on the death of
Hugh Larkin; Mrs. Naan
on the death of her cousin,
Thomas Lynch.

Maith Sibh

The Louis Leonard S.F,
Cumann, Maguiresbridge
wish to extend
congratulations to the
people of Maguiresbridge
on winning £100 in the
tidy village - competition..
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leblayney

U.D.C. call to
Minister

CASTLEBLAYNEY Urban Council

night’s meeting to ask the Minister for

ly decided at last Wednesday
Justice Mr. Cooney, to restore all classes

and lectures as well as the supply of literature to Republican prisoners in Portlaoise

jail.

3 The matter was raised by Colr. Patsy McGinn,
who said it was disgraceful that such “‘inhuman
conditions” should exist at Portlaocise where fellow
Irishmen were imprisoned for their political ideals.
The conditions ther¢ were terrible and it was
imperative for the Minister to act immediately and
especially as Christmas was now at hand.

Mr. McGinn said that there was a demand for an
independent public inquiry into conditions at the jail
and local bodies all over the country were taking up
the matter. Already Monaghan G.A.A. Board as well
as the County Trades Council had highlighted the
situation. Monaghan Urban Council had also taken it
up.
Mr. Michael McDonnell seconded the resolution
and said he could see no harm coming out of the
Council's approach to the Minister.

Mr. McGinn said those in Portlacise were not
ordinary criminals but prisoners entitled to political
status. He hoped the Council’s resolution would
bring some results.

The discussion ended.

Trades council supports
plea

A letter which was read at last week’s meeting of
County Monaghan Trades Council setting out details
of conditions at Portlaoise jail on behalf of the
republican prisoners led to a resolution being
adopted unanimously seeking action by the Minister
for Justice to restore lectures and classes as well as
the supply of literature and furniture to the prison-
ers.

The resolution was brought before the Council
on behalf of Joseph B. O’Hagan and the other
political prisoners who said they were seeking
concerted outside trade union pressure in support of
their “‘demands.”

The letter described the conditions at Portlaoise
as “inhuman” and said that a very serious situation
was developing this Christmas which was intolerable
for the prisoners. §

It continued that a resolution was imperative so
that the Minister might be forced to direct the prison

ies to “ease” for those detained.

The resolution called for support from all other
organisations to have lectures and classes resumed
and the supply of normal requisites and gifts
restored at Portlaoise.

The letter was read by the Trades Council
secretary, Mr. Joe Kelly (Blayney) who said it was a
matter for the delegates to consider.

The resolution was adopted unanimously, as
stated.

T Ds asked to
intervene

AN APPEAL was made to the Co. Monaghan
T.D.s to intervene with the Minister for
Justice over what were described as “dep-
lorable conditions” at Portlaoise prison by
Colr. Vincent Conlon, a Sinn Fein member, at
last Monday night’s meeting of Monaghan
Urban Council.

Mr. Conlon said that this is the season of
goodwill and he was appealing to the T.D.s to do
what they could with the Minister to improve
conditions at Portlaoise jail. The present treatment
of the Republican prisoners held there could only be
a source of great embarrassment to the government
in Europe and in other parts of the world.

Mr. Conlon asked for visiting facilities and
correspondence facilities restored to a practical and
normal level and that lectures and classes be restored
to enable those in the prison to pursue their trades
or craftsmanship. This was normal in jails all over the
world with the exception of Portlaoise.

“1 understand the position at Portlaoise is a
disgrace. The conditions are detrimental to the
health of those held there and furniture has even
been taken out of their cells”.

Mr. Conlon added it was a ‘shame’ the Minister
for Justice was showing such little compassion at this
time of ycar. He hoped the T.D.s would do
something about it.

LECTURE

by

Andreas O Ceallachain

‘A critical look at the federal solution”
Victor Hotel, Dun Laoghaire

Monday 19th January
8.30 p.m.

SINN Fein’s annual Christmas Party for dep-
endants of Political Hostages was a tremen-
ous success. Children who had been — or are
still — deprived of a father, older brother or
sister during the past year due to the merciless
policies of Britain in holding political pris-
oners, were treated to minerals, sweets, cakes
and comi-cuts, as well as great entertainment
provided by Whitey O'Neill (assisted by some
able amateur helpers!)

Santa himself arrived, in time to give every
child a present. The youngsters could have
stayed for hours, but after seeing Santa were
happy enough to troop on home, guarding their
gifts. while weary Sinn Feiners and their

-5

Christmas Party a Success

helpers cleaned up the hall to make it ready
for the PDF Bingo to be held there that night.

The money for the gifts, as well as the
cakes, comics, and sweets, was raised by the
community of the Free Derry area, who each
year contribute to Sinn Fein collections so
that the children of political prisoners will
have a shade happier Christmas.

Happy faces at the Children’s Christmas
party for dependants of Derry’s political
hostages.

This year’s party was held in the Stardust
Ballroom on December 21, 1975.

~ £50 fines
for

Sinn Féin

members

A CASTLEBLAYNEY Urban
Council member was among
five Co. Monaghan men who
were each fined £50, or
alternatively 28 days
imprisonment at Blayney
Court on Tuesday when they

CEILIDHE MOR

OSTA JOHN DEVOY, JOHNSTOWN
SATURDAY 24th JANUARY, 1976

TAILLE £2.00 (including supper)
By ticket only from 44 Parnell Square.

Bus leaves 44 Parnell Square at 8.30 p.m. sharp

in

9p.m. to 2a.m.

were convicted under the
Prohibition of Forcible Entry
and Occupation Act 1971
arising from protest action by
Sinn Fein to highlight a
hunger strike at Portlaoise jail
earlier this year involving Rep-

“What sort

(Ar leanuint o Ich. 4 )
Government, by a Republican Socialist
Government, and they can only be turned to
the full account of the Irish people where the
control of them rests solely within the Irish
people.

In the past we have lived too frequently in
the shadow of a great inferiority complex;
that Ireland was lonely and poverty stricken.
On any assessment of the new standards of
world wealth this clearly is not so. We are a
skilled and apt people, teamed alongside
resources of great potential, resources that,
properly used, can satisfy all of our material
needs with a great deal over to share upon
mankind. In whatever expanding world-wide
role that Ireland is called upon to play she is
well fitted to play it,

THE NEW IRELAND

Which brings us to the question of what
sort of Ireland should it be. With all of our
resources properly managed it could easily be
oozing in wealth, our people guided by the
basest and most ephemeral materialistic
standards, This is what is usually meant by
bourgeois economists when they speak of
“improved living standards™. A state where all
is affluence but people share and more
especially know not the value of real wealth.

of Ireland?”’

Is this then what we want? One doubts it.

Or is it that other Ireland, a place bright,
colourful, prosperous, and free, where people
are first and foremost intellectually wealthy,
able to discriminate, able to support concerts,
ballet, and plays, where our libraries, shops
and TV networks are of a superb standard,
where all are housed, where our fine buildings
are maintained, where our rivers, seas, and air
are clean, where there is no unemployment,
where every home is linked by a telephone,
where all transport is nation-wide around and
clock, and free, where the private motor car —
and many other things private — are literally
abolished, where there are no vandals, no
prisons, no security men, and few, if any,
policemen, *

In that Ireland, attainable, makr you,
within five years, there would be a special role
for all surviving Special Branch men, Free
State time servers, boorish bureaucrats and a
cabinet-post at-any-price SDLP men. They
would not be banished, They should not be
banished; they must be treated fairly. At all
times in the honest avocations to which they
would be encouraged to turn their hand they
would however have to swear to
peaked cap; you know the old style one with
the button, but with the peak turned
backwards. In that way, they would be
remembered.

ublican prisoners.

The five convicted were:
Patrick McGinn, Henry
Street, Castleblayney, a mem-
ber of Blayney U.D.C.; his
sons Sean McGinn and Bern-
ard McGinn, also of Henry
Street, Blayney; John Joseph
Coyle, Dublin St., Monaghan;
and Joseph Campbell, Park
St., Monaghan.

The charges arose from the
demonstrations staged by
Sinn Fein (Kevin St.) at the
Castleblayney Urban Council
and County Council offices
on 31 January last and at the
Frontier Post at Tully-
nagrove, Castleblayney, on
February 11.

It was alleged that both
buildings were taken over for
periods by the defendants
and that the Gardai had been
refused admittance,

EMPIRE.

SILENT
Write a prisoner
a letter a week.

WE

v

THE REPUBLICAN PRISONERS
OF WAR, LONG KESH
PLEDGE OUR SUPPORT AND SOLIDARITY

WITH

GERRY MEALY

AND

FRANK STAGG

AND ALL THEIR GALLANT COMRADES IN THEIR

CONTINUING STRUGGLE AGAINST THEIR CAP-
TORS, FOR THE RIGHT TO RETURN TO IREL-
AND. THEY SUFFER AT THE HANDS OF

BRITAIN

AND MUST BEAR THE FULL BRUNT OF THE
CRUELTY AND VICIOUSNESS THAT HERALD
THE DEATH THROES OF THAT ONCE MIGHTY

LET ALL THOSE WHO CONDEMN VIOLENCE,
SPEAK OUT NOW AGAINST THIS SADISTIC
STAGE VIOLENCE, OR FOREVER REMAIN

“ALL THE ARMIES, OF ALL THE EMPIRES, OF EARTH
CANNOT CRUSH THE SPIRIT OF ONE TRUE MAN; AND
THAT ONE MAN WILL PREVAIL.”

~TERENCE McSWINEY

Arna fhoilsii ag An Phoblacht

44 Cearnog Pharnell, BA.C., 1.




