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SPECULATION by the media — tele-
vision, radio and newspapers, at home
and abroad — concerning the bilateral
Truce in the Six Counties, is con-
demned as “inaccurate” and “‘grossly
misinformed™, in a statement from a
spokesman from the Republican Press
Centre in Belfast, as we go to press.

The spokesman pointed out that the Truce
was negotiated by the leadership of the
Republican Movement to create an atmos-
phere whereby representatives of the Repub-
lican Movement and tae British government
might negotiate on the basic demands of
Oglaigh na hEireann.

These demands have not changed in any
way. The key demand is a statement of intent
from the British government, on behalf of the
people it represents, to withdraw at every
level from Irsh affairs, allowing the Irish
people to decide their own future.

The spokesman states that the Truce was
NOT called to ensure a “low profile of the
British army in sensitive areas.” He adds that
the emphasis in the media has been slanted in
this direction. He points to the danger of
British harassment in nationally minded areas.
This could lead. he says, to the closure of
Truce Incident Centres (TICs) in the Belfast

Scots Guards in brutal action ...

G

ETS
NING

lican Movement could be expected last week-
end,” the spokesman said, “was pure specula-
tion, without any official information to back
it.” No such statement was planned. There
would be no such statement in the immediate
future.

The spokesman concluded: “The Truce is
in no imminent danger.”

He did admit, however, in answer to
questions from this paper, that the third
requirement was in serious doubt: in Belfast,
there was a definite failure by the British to
honour the terms of the Truce.

Judging from reports ffum other areas, this
definite failure is widespread, creating an
unambiguous pattern in many areas of the Six
Counties. It is to be hoped that the British
authorities will realise the danger and take
appropriate action so that the Truce may not
die by British default.

It is obvious, therefore, that the Irish
forces are doing everything possible to maint-
ain the uneasy peace in the Six Counties.
Some check must be made on “probing
harassment” by enemy troops, through
limited retaliation, in justice to the civilian
population, for humanitarian, political and
other reasons.

The enemy must be made to realise that he
will pay an inevitable price for acts of

area but he adds that this, in itself, would not
lead to the ending of the Truce.

However, it could result in the complete
deterioration of the conditions under which
the Truce is maintained and the eventual
ending of the Truce.

OPEN-ENDED TRUCE
He emphasised that the action of members
and units of Oglaigh na hEireann is being and
will be related to the level of violence of

several retaliatory actions carried out during
the Truce. From the beginning, both sides
agreed on an “open-ended” Truce, allowing
for such reactions.

The spokesman states: ‘“The Lruce was
called by The Army Council of Oglaigh na
hEireann and only it can decide if or when it
should end. Therefore, for the media to
discuss the possible ending of the Truce
because of certain happenings is pure specula-
tion and not backed by reliable information
or understanding of all the facts involved.”

spokesman states, would be: (a) complete
rejection by the British government of Rep-
ublican demands: this, almost cértainly,
would cause a complete breakdown; (b)
indefinite or lengthy delay of a British resp-
onse to the Irish demands; (c) failure of the
British to honour terms of the Truce, creating
an impossible atmosphere for continued dis-
cussions.

SPECULATION

brutality. The Crown forces will not be
allowed to ride roughshod over the nationally
minded people. The hope is that the British
government will come to realise that brutality
against the Irish does not pay and that it will
result in a high price, politically and econ-
omically.

When the lesson has been learned, it is
believed, the British government will take the
necessary action to restrain the forces under
its control, thus cortributing to peace and

Crown forces and points, as evidence, to

Possible reasons for ending the Truce, the

Most of the problems created in Belfast are the result of brutality by

head as this left marks, Later, the British officially denied that the

two regiments, the Scots Guards qd the P P P y
following orders from the highest political authority.

A spokesman for one of the T.L.Cs comments that, apparently, the
British army is having difficulties in getting men to serve in the Six
Counties for, he says, “‘every regiment is padded out wi!h”the same old
faces, in different uniforms.” Extra money for “‘volunteers”?.

There could be another explanation, that ce{tmn enemy soldiers,
returning again and again to the Six Counties in different uniforms, are
SAS members. It is understood that the matter is being investigated and
documented, with pictures.

Ardoyne

hute Regiment, acting in a particularly vicious manner in
ﬁeﬁidl):;um, cxplaixﬁ"i‘mlf as concerned merely to recover a mislaid
Bun, The episode began when a Para jeep crashed into & R.U.C. car, )
T{? jeep overturned and its weapons were xca!l?lcd. Two vyt{r:
“lost” One was recovered in a house in Spamount Street and, since
then, intensive house searches have been made in the area. All adult
Maes are being searched, leading in too many cases to Para bm(alf_(yA
Opposite the New Lodge Road T.LC., in full view of officials, a
Tumber of youngsters were searched recently and beaten with rifle
s, being knocked to the ground. When a hostile crowd gathered the
©fficer in charge decided on retreat.
He was heard ordering his soldiers not to beat civilians about the

w74

y had been beaten with rifle butts despite the visual evidence
of T.LC, officials,

TIC Protests

On July 11, an area between Glenrosa and North Queen Street was
closed off by enemy vehicles for more than two hours, despite T.LC.
protests, Eventually, as protests continued, the vehicles were withdrawn
but troops remained,

The infamous “Captain Burt” of the Intelligepce Corps, attached to
the Paras, was quite blunt about the reason for searches and brutalities:
k our weapon and it will end,” he sai
emphasises that the searches took place without
consultation, as provided for in the Truce agreements. The British state
officially that the operation was designed to recover a weapon,

On July 13 at 02.00 hours the house of the Alsop family at 183
New Lodge Road was entered illegally, while the family was . on
holidays, by three enemy soldiers with radio equipment and weapons.
Neighbours objected but the spying unit remained in occupation for
two hours. Again, a breach of the Truce agreements.

Harassment of ex-internees
At about the same time in Spamount Street the Paras recognised
Mark Graham, ex-internce, whose spine was broken by an enemy
vehicle,,in a car and forced it to stop. Mrs. Teresa McGivern was

“The widespread rumour that an important
statement from the leadership of the Repub-

P”obi"'MS thei’%”’t“ b”" ta"

reconciliation between the peoples of the two
slands.

ordered out, as was Mark, When she objected at the man being ordered
out she was knocked to the ground. Another violent breach of the
Truce agreement.

T.LC. officials report that, in the Ardoyne, and the Bone districts of
Belfast, many people are being arrested, photographed and
finger-printed (“'screening™), held for three or four hours and then
released.

This is another Truce breach. T.LC. officials point out that they are
observing strictly the Truce terms while the other side breaks all the
agreements. But the British ignore this point consistently.

Serious breach

One of the most serious and blatant British breaches of the Truce
was reported on Monday, July 13, when enemy troops stopped two
men at the junction of Brompton Park and Berwick Road, Ardoyne.
One was Tom Fleming, a member of the T.I.C. staff and, among other
officers, chairman of the Ardoyne Relief Committee. Mr, Fleming was
addressed by name: it was a vivid example of British army contempt for
the Truce.

In the circumstances, he objected to being searched and asked the
authority for the proposed action. He was told “the Anti-Terrorist
Act,” which, of course, does not apply in the Six Counties. Both men,
aged about 50, were taken into custody and held for three and a half
hours. When the T.L.C. man refused to hold a board, for photographing,
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The Truce and good faith

IT LOOKS as if the Truce in the Six Counties is on its last legs, that it cannot last
much longer in view of the blatant disregard of the Crown forces for the Truce
conditions; but Republican observance of those conditions has been scrupulous and
if the leadership of the Republian M decides on a resumption of hostilities,
in justice it can hardly be faulted.

In Westminster, Merlyn Rees speaks honeyed words of peace and denies that
British troops in the north-east, particularly in Belfast and Derry, are acting in such
a manner as to provoke forceful Irish reaction. From time to time one hears words
of sympathy for Mr. Rees because of his “difficulties” in controlling the Crown
forces.

This is a dangerous illusion. There is no evidence, over the last six years, of the
Crown forces having rebelled against the British government. The politicians in
power in Westminster, when it suits their purposes, will “leak” reports of such
“difficulties”; but, when investigated, such allegations turn out to be without
foundation. Oppositi bers would be very quick indeed with questions as to
rebel army generals and British public opinion would demand their instant
-dismissal.

Thus, if the boot is being used ever more viciously and obviously in the
nationally minded areas of the north-east, it is because of a political decision by
politicians, passed on to the generals for action. Isolated incidents followed by
apologies would not endanger the Truce and could be interpreted in the most
generous way. When, however, a pattern of violence emerges and when that
violence is maintained, despite protests, it becomes obvious that a political decision
has been taken at the highest level.

At that highest level it has been decided to risk sabotaging the Truce by
harassing operations against civilians. The intention may very well be to force the
Republican leadership into ending the Truce, in the hope of some small change in
the propaganda war. The enemy hope would be that the Republican leadership
would emerge in some way discredited, both at home and abroad, for having agreed
to the Truce at all, when so little, apparently, was being achieved to the benefit of
the nationally minded people, and then to take the initiative in ending it, at British
provocation.

Many or the internees have weak hearts or other physical defects as result of their
treatment. It is particularly provocative to see these unfortunate men picked out
for this callous and coldblooded treatment. Again, the enemy must be fully aware
of the likely price to be paid for such conduct.

It is amazing that not even a very few of the many who were shouting for peace
(at any cost) last winter are to be heard now in any kind of comment about the
Truce and the iderable threat to its conti If such people genuinely were
interested in peace (even at any cost) surely it would not be unreasonable to expect
from them some protest at the vicious and provocative conduct of the Crown forces
at the present time? Even at this late stage, pressure on the British from such groups
might even succeed in saving the Truce.

If leaders of such groups live in safe, middleclass areas, they should be invited to
visit worker localities where British thuggery is an everyday happening and hear the
details from the local people. If such “peace” cheer-leaders refuse to go on such
accompanied tours, or neglect other means of arriving at the truth, Sinn Fein
cumainn should give them the widest and brightest possible exposure. This is an
important part of the propaganda war, getting the facts to the people, penetrating
the mist of lies, half-truths and ambiguities of the enemy publicity machine.

If the Truce is allowed to die by default on the part of the enemy it will be very
difficult to arrange another in view of the history of the present exercise in British
bullying and deceit. The first Truce ended after only a few weeks at Lenadoon. The
present one has lasted so very much longer only because of the virtually limitless
patience of the leadership and a genuine desire to win legitimate political objectives
by peaceful means.

Has Ireland had her cause lost or gained by the Truce, even if the enemy forces
beat it into the ground, Burntollet and Lenadoon style? The readiness to give a
truce a trial proved to the world that the Republican leadership wi bl

Tonsai eile ar
Phoblachtélr,
ag “Tuairisc

DEALLRAfONN sé gur agam a bhf an ceart nuair a thuar

geeannas ar “Tuairisc,” pdi

ionsaithe eile ar Phoblachtéirf, i ndiaidh an chinn a rinne siad ar

San eagrdn is deireannaf den
phiipéar, ceann a fuaireas an
tseachtain seo caite, td jonsaf ar
Nollaig O Gadhra, fear atd go mér
chun tosaigh i Sinn Féin, i gCon-
amara agus lasmuigh de.

Faoi dheireadh na seachtaine,
nuair a casadh Nollaig orm, is é a
dairt sé: “Bréaga — agus a fhios
acu gur bréaga iad.”

Ar na mallaibh bhios ag clam-
hsin anseo faoi dhrochGhaeilge ar
Raidié na Gaeltachta. Is costil ‘gur
galar togila é agus go bhfuil
“Tuairisc™ éiri chomh tinn
céanna is atd an Raidio.

In alt a bhfuil “Raidi6 na
gCeirnini” os a chionn ti na
seoda seo a leanas: ‘‘Da mbeadh
ceannas ceart sa_Raidi6
geaoi nach geuirfidis isteach ar an
sceideal claracha™. shocrofaf
ag ths na seachtai himeach-
tai a bheadh le clidach™ (I leath-
air? Le pdipéar? ); “‘ni phiocfaidh
RTE aonduine den fhoireann ati
:m‘n" (ach sméara dubha? ); **

stdisin a rith” (fearr di seasfadh

s€).

Té cuid mhaith céille ag baint
leis an aiste agus is trua go loit-
eann an drochGhaeilge (né ab
Béarlachas) i. Is éis doichi a
tharla gur i mBéarla a bhi an
scribhneoir ag smaoineadh nuair a
bhi an aiste 4 cur le chéile aige.
Dona go leor...ach bhi an béar-
lagar is measa de chuid na nuach-
tén is geeannas ar a cuid smaointi.

An té a dteastaionn uaidh
smaoint{ Gra a chur i lithair an
Iéitheora déanfaidh sé iad a nioch-
din roimh ré chun go mbf siad ag
spréacarnaigh is ag lonradh. Ni
bhacfaidh sé le béarlagar na leis an
geliche.

An té a bhfuil Gacilge aige, is
éasca d6 an teanga a scriobh i
geeart agus go simpli nd dul i
muinin an bhéarlagair nach dtuig-
eann ach an fforchorrdhuine td ag
plé le chrsaf dirithe.

Raidfo : gléas polaitiil
ACH td an aiste 4d as dita, anois,
Oir ag cur sios ar an geéad duine
ecile a_thiocfas mar cheannaire ar
Raidi6 na Gaeltachta a bhi si.
Fadhb i sin atd réitithe. Is ¢
Muiris O Conghail an ceannasai
nua.

An té a cheapann gach rialtas

le bheith ina cheann ar Bhurg an
Eolais ti ag rialtas Bhaile Atha
Cliath, is fear é ti i bpoca an
hdirti. Mar sin atd an scéal lem
inn agus mar sin a bhi sé nuair a
ceapadh Muiris, cara mor le Car-
ouser O’Brien.

Deirtear liom nach ar bhonn
na polaitiochta b'ea a cecapadh

ceannairi ar an raidi6 nd ar an
teilifis go nuige seo. N6 mads
amhlaidh a bhi nf go hoscailte a
rinneadh é. Shil mise, ar aon
chuma, nach raibh aon chegneal
idir pdirt{ agus ceannasafocht
raidi6 no teilifise. Ach td sin uile
sdruithe, anois, i gceapachdn
Mhuiris.

Nil aon amhras orm ach gur
fear maith raidi6 Muiris. Bainist-
eoir maith atd ann, leis. Cibl faoi
na tuairimi Olaitiila ti aige i
geoitinn, nil aon amhras ann ach
g0 bhfuil Muiris dilis don Ghaeil-
ge (na Rinne, mar this) agus go
bhfuil bd aige don Ghaeltacht.

Ach fear olaititil ati ann thar
ni ar bith cile agus td faitios
i (ormsa, go hdirithe) gur
mar ghléas 6la go priomhad a
oibreos sé Raidié na Gaeltachta.

Bhi % de cheart ag an bhfoir-
cann dul ar_stailc laithreach in
éadan an cheapachiin_seo. NO
b'fhéidir go labhrofai faoi ag
cruinnithe an NUJ agus go ndéan-
fai an rud a chaithfear a dhéan-
amh, ar son saoirse an raidi
chomh luath agus a thiocfas Muir-
is isteach san oifig i gCasla.

Suirbhé ar raidio

0S AG scriobh faoin raidio
atdim, nior mhiste a rd gur chaith-
eas tamall maith an tseachtain seco
caite i gCunamanéﬁ plé cirsaile
muintir na hdite. Chuir sé {ontas
orm ndr rinneadh Raidio na Gael-
tachta aon suirbhi ar dhearcadh
na ndaeine, i gConamara, ar aon
chuma.

B'fheidir nach bhfuil foireann
sich mor ag an raidié; ach nach
ndéanfadh an suirbhé clir spéisiil
agus disifil?

Blianta 6 shin bhf clir ag
Raidié Eireann: “People Want To
Know.” Ni raibh le déanamh ag
fear an raidi6 ach dul thart, mic-
rofon ina liimh aige, agus ceist-
canna a chur ar dhaoine. A
bhfreagrai siGd a rinne an cldr
agus cldr ab ca é a thug léargas
duinn faoi dhearcadh na ndaoine.

geardn is m6 a chuala mise
faoi Raidi6 na Gaeltachta i gCon-
amara nach ndéantar iarracht faoi
thoil na ndacine a aimsiGi agus
gniomh da réir.

a
in. Thaitn sé go mor liomsa, mar
chlr, agus shileas go geuirfeadh

mé go ndéanfadh na biogéidf 4 |
r de chuid Ghluaiseacht Chearta Sibhfalta na Gaeltachta,

Dhonall O Lubhlai.

Nollaig O Gadhra

go leor eile spéis ann. Ach bhf dul
amf orm. larshaighidrai is mé a
chuir spéis ann agus an-mhionlach
ata jontu siad i gConamara.

Is costil gurb ¢é an Feirit-
éireach an clr-reachtaire is fearr
le muintir Chonamara — agus ni
chuireann a thuin cainte isteach ar
na héisteoiri. Ni maith leo na
cliracha arb as Doire Bheag
déibh. Ni hf an chantint amhiin
a chuireann olc orthu ach a thanai
a bhionn na cldracha.

Teist mhaith ar chldr an raid-
i6: téigh isteach i dtigh an 6il sa
nGaeltacht, dit a bhfuil gléas raid-
i6 beo ann agus Raidio na Gaelt-
achta 4 chraoladh aige. Féach ar
an gcomhluadar: an ag labhairt no
ag cisteacht atd na daoine?

Bi Cinnte de faoi rud amhdin:
nuair a bhfonn an nuafocht ditidil
4 léamh n6 amhrén 4 chanadh
zleﬂzlanaf né a leithéid bei
ciinas ann. Teist chrua ach beist
mhaith. Ach an spéis le Raidi6 na
Gaeltachta eolas ar an gcuma
seo?

Nior mhiste do Raidi6 na
Gaeltachta machnamh a dhéan-
amh faoina iris féin a fhoilsid. Is
iomai rud filntach a deirtear ar
an raidi6 ach nach le gaoth go
ri-mhinic a théann focal? Nior
mhiste an chuid is fearr a bhuant
ar phar.

Mura bhfuil fonn ar lucht
Raidi6 na Gaeltachta tabhairt
faoin obair seo b'fhéidir go ndéan-
fadh dream éicint eile ¢é. Ba thrua
g0 moér an sibhreas — biodh sin
gann ar Raidi6 na Gaeltachta — a
chailliGint ar fad.

An mbeadh eagarthéir ““Amir-
ach” sista dul a labhairt le Raidié
na Gaceltachta, féachaint an
mbeif{ sésta na caipéisi is spéisitla
agus is saibhre a fhoilsit ar an
bpiipéar seo?
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humane and confident. The handling of the Truce proved, at home and abroad, that
the Republi M is a disciplined and intelligent one and that the
leadership had the full confidence of members.

It might have been expected to be particularly difficult to retain this confidence
in the face of British harassment and the lack of detailed information concerning
the full Truce conditions agreed. In the event, however, retaining the people’s
confidence proved no problem to the leadership.

The people were just as trustful and generous during the uneasy “peace” of the
Truce as they were at the height of the war; and if war is forced once again on the
people there is far less danger now, than ever before, that they will break under the
imperial lash. Nor are they likely to be fooled by any of the professional
politicians: the Truce and those who negotiated it showed clearly where the real
political power lies and whom the nationally minded people trust. No wonder the
S.D.L.P. would like to see the Truce end: it was exposing their political bankruptcy
and their shameless grovelling for crumbs at the feet of their imperial masters.

The Truce has been useful to the liberation forces in many ways and, very
certainly, ground has been gained rather than lost over the past six months. All of
us would prefer to work under genuinely observed Truce conditions, as the nearest
possible thing to that peace which must come to Ireland when the enemy forces
have withdrawn forever. Peaceful conditions favour normal political activities.

As the Truce deteriorates, many people are asking themselves if outright war
would not be preferable. Peace hardly is the right word to describe present enemy
bullying and murder. There would be much less of it if the bullies were liable to be
shot or bombed. The “sectarian” murderers — British or British-controlled — also
would find their activities rather more dangerous in war than during a truce.

Despite all that, the leadership of the Republican Movement is understood to
hope that, even at this late stage, the British government will give way to
commonsense, make a sincere effort to retrieve the Truce, and follow that by a
declaration of intent to withdraw from (reland and Irish affairs at every level
forever.
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FAOI DHEIREADH (i limhscribhinn an leabhair is
deireannai a scriobh Eamonn Mac Thomais lasmuigh
den phriosin. B'amhlaidh a chriochnuigh sé an
leabhar td piosa fada uainn, anois, ach nach raibh na
hidardis sdsta an limhscribhinn a shaoradh,

Theastuigh uatha gach bilcog a scriobh Eamonn a
rhriunx}unfndul Job costasach a bhi ann — ach nach
lcatsa, a scraiste, an t-airgead atd d chaitheamh acu -
ach thug sé leithscéal chun moill a chur ar an LS.

Mar gheall ar an gcleas sin, ni bheidh an leabhar i
geld sa bhfomhar. Ni doigh liom go bhféadfaidis sin
a dhéanamh, anois. Beidh mi ecile caite sul ma
bhionn na caipéisi curtha i riocht len iad a chur faoi
bhriid an fhoilsithcora, idir iad a chléscriobh,
cagarthéireacht a dhéanamh orthu, iarraidh ar Fam-
onn tuilleadh eolais thabhairt ddinn anseo is ansiid,
agus eile.

Ach b'fhéidir go mbeadh an leabhar nua ar fdil
don Nollaig sco romhainn. Taobh istigh de thri
sheachtain ba ea a dioladh an chéad eagrin den
leabhar cile le hEamonn (Me Jewel): 2,500 coip. Nil
fhios agam ar tharla a leithéid cheana in Eirinn. Md
tharla bi cinnte de nach minic a tharlaionn. Td diol
an-mhaith ar an tarna cagrin faoi ldthair.

Leabhar faoin reabhléid

AN tseachtain seo chugainn | mBaile Atha Cliath
beidh Sean Mac Stiofain i lithair ag preasagallamh

Leabhar Mhic
Thomaiis slan

Ach idir an dd linn bhi Faisnéis Sasana gniomh-
ach. D'oibrigh sf sa gcaoi 80 nduirt ionadaithe 6 na
siopaf méra nach mbeidfs sdsta leabhar Mhic Stiofdin
a_ liimhsedil. Ina dhiaidh sin, creidim, chuir an
Fhaisnéis cogar i geluas na bhfoilsitheoir{ agus déirt
“ﬁg:‘"m 80 ml;h ;:h;miomcunh déanta acu ar
chirsaf agus nac} s¢ oiriGnach “faci lithair”
an leabhar a lhud::i‘ b il My

Ni Moide go bhfoilsédh na Sasa choiche f,
anois. An teideal ar_an leabhar emolrs of.4
Revolutionary™ (in Eirinn) né “Revolutionary in

Ireland™ (thar lear). Gordon Cr foilsith-

coir; praghas an leabhair, £6, o
Creidim go bhfuil an leabhar Iiite cheana ag
formhér na ‘ndacine ti i geeannas ar Oglaigh na
hf ireann agus gur thaitnigh sf leo.
a bl i h:

nuair a chuirfear na foilsitheoiri & Mhetriced a
chuimhni cinn ar fdil, faoi dheireadh.
Bhi an leabhar sin le bheith ar fi Moilsitheoir
Sasanach mdrdn ag an am céanna a cuireadh leabhar
amonn ar fiil den chéad uvair. Creidim go raibh
contiirt ann go mbeadh an di phreasagallamh ar siGl
an ld céanna — i nganfhios don bheirt — ach gur
airfodh faoi agus gur thingthas ar chomhréiteach

. dna ar !
Ghib, Gaeltacht na M, atq Sedn Mac Stiofiin faoi
Ll!!l-lu. Credi
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Inquest on Derry youths a farce

:I'HE inquest was held in Derry City on Tuesday 8th July '75
into the deaths of Staff Captain Colm Keenan aged 18 years, 4
months and Volunteer Eugene McGillen aged 19 years, shot
dead by British soldiers on the morning of the 14th March
1972. The inquiry into cause of death was held three years and
four months after the murder.

Before the commencement of the inquest, Sean Keenan,
father of Colm Keenan, asked the Coroner the following
questions:

_ “As the father of one of the murdered boys, (a) I would
like to know the purpose of the inquest; and (b) what do you
hope to establish?”

The Coroner replied, “The cause of death and where and
when the deaths took place.”

Mr. Keenan, “I read recently of an inquest held in England
where the inquest jury not only brought a verdict of murder,
but also named the murderer, and as England claims jurisdict-
ion over this part of Ireland, isn’t it reasonable to expect that
the same laws should operate here?”

The Coroner at this point interrupted Mr. Keenan saying
that he had answered his questions and that the laws governing
inquests in the North of Ireland were different to those in
England.

The charade then commenced. Statements by nine or 10
soldiers were read out then by a British Army Warrant Officer
in parrot-fashion and one got the impression that statements

were all made and written by the same person. The soldiers
were all identified by a letter, i. e., G., O., D. etc.

It was established that the statements made by soldiers A.
B. C. etc. were not made under oath. A forensic “expert” then
gave evidence that swabs taken from the hands of both youths
had traces of lead particles. This was the first indication of
such evidence, neither the next-of-kin or their solicitor was

Eugene McGillen

Colm Keenan

informed of this, although three years and four months had
passed since the deaths. An R.U.C. Detective Sgt. then gave
evidence and quoted from newspaper notices at the time of
the deaths describing the youths as members of the Provisional
I.R.A. He said that both youths had military funerals attended
by high ranking officers in that organisation.

This was a complete and utter lie as McGillen had a private
burial. Still this evidence was not challenged. In the case of
Colm Keenan evidence of identification was given by his sister,
Roisin; in the case of McGillen, no evidence of identification
was given, as his brother who identified him on the night of
the murder is now a prisoner in Magilligan Prison Camp and
was not brought to the court.

The only evidence for the two boys was given by a Mr.
McGowan who said, “that on the night of the killings both
boys had been in his house having a cup of tea when shooting
started. Shortly afterwards the boys went out to see what was
happening. Within a few minutes Colm Keenan was carried
into the house dead; the only thing he had in his hand was a
cigarette”.

Mr. McGowan was cross examined at length by lawyers
representing the Minister of Defence and the N.I. Office, but
still held to his evidence. When one compares his evidence to
the written statements of soldiers — not under oath but read
on their behalf — one will realise what a FARCE this inquest
was.

IN AN article published in the Manchester
Guardian on Friday, June 11 and entitled
Why Dublin wants to smash the IRA, Derek
Brown examines the motives behind the Free
State Government’s support for the arrest of
Daithi O’Conaill, whom Brown describes as
“the most talented political and military
theorist in the Movement”.

Actually, to those who know him, 0’Con-
aill is much more than a ‘talented theorist’
We are, however, in agreement, to a large
extent, with the conclusions reached by
Brown in his study of the attitude of the
Dublin Government, and reprint here his
article in full:

THE BRITISH in Ireland can be very perverse.
For years many of them who ought to know
better have been hinting darkly that the
Dublin Government and Special Branch could
snuff out the Provisional IRA if they so chose.
Now that a spectacular blow has been struck
at the IRA in the South, in the arrest of Mr.
David O’Connell, these same commentators
are accusing the Republic of deliberately
sabotaging the ceasefire.

This line of argument is based on the
widespread arrogant assumption that O’Conn-
ell was available for arrest at any time to the
Irish authorities. It is simply not true: the
Republic’s security forces are much more
thinly spread, and less well equipped, than

their counterparts in Northern Ireland.

O’Connell, himself, was truly the most
wanted man in Ireland, having evaded the
police and armies of Britain and the Republic
for more than five years. He had relinquished
the title of Chief of Staff to Mr. Seamus
Twomey some 18 months ago but he clearly
remains the most talented political and milit-
ary theorist in the movement.

In the past half year, the Irish police have
twice tried to arrest him: at Feakle and at a
Dublin hotel where he was due to meet the
ubiquitous Rev. William Arlow for follow-up
talks. Both operations failed ignominiously;
the first because the Special Branch arrived six
hours late, and the second because apparently
there was a leak of information from the G.2
Internal Security Department.

The Irish police were desperately anxious
to atone for that double debacle and now
they have done so. They needed no encour-
agement from their government, but — and
this is the true hub of the matter — they
almost certainly needed and received the
authority of the Taoiseach (Prime Minister)
before making the actual arrest.

The Dublin Government’s attitude to the
Provisional IRA should by now have passed
the point of misunderstanding. Ulster Loyal-
ists may cavill at the lack of extradition and,
British Army officers may fulminate at the
laxity of laws on explosive handling but the

~ Why Dublin wants to smash the |

fact remains that anti-IRA measures in the
Republic are harsh and unequivical.

There are 150 or so Republicans in Port-
laoise prison who could testify to the efficacy
of the Offences Against the State Act; an
extraordinary piece of legislation which says
that a man must be jailed if a senior police-
man says he belongs to an illegal organisation.

Whatever Dublin politicians feel about Brit-
ish rule in the North, they have consistently
and vigorously opposed the IRA for the very
practical reason that their own existence is
threatened by Republicanism. O’Connell and
his men don’t just want to throw the British
out of the six counties of Northern Ireland,
they want to smash the existing order in the
26 “counties of the South. They may be a
minority but there are sufficient sympathisers
with sufficient firepower, to make feasible a
return to the dark days of the 1922 National
Emergency — the official euphemism for the
civil war.

Prime Minister Liam Cosgrave wants
O’Connell and the other IRA leaders out of
circulation. There can be no reasonable doubt
of that. He knew, of course, on Wednesday
that O’Connell’s arrest would immediately
and spectacularly set the ceasefire alarm bells
clanging and yet, given the split-second timing
of the arrest operation, he seems not to have
hesitated.

In fact, if one accepts that the Irish
Government is set on smashing the IRA, there

is no earthly reason why Mr. Cosgrave should
have given the ceasefire a second thought. The
Irish Cabinet is, in fact, deeply disturbed by
current British policy.

They cannot understand why or how that
British hope to accommodate an organisation
which is fundamentally opposed to the elect-
ed governments on both sides of the border.
They do not like the idea of one of those
elected governments treating with armed
rebels, and they do not propose to do
anything similar.

The inevitable paradox which always lurks
near the surface of any Irish dilemma is that
the Irish Government, while wishing the cease-
fire had never happened, does not want it to
collapse. The worst fear of any Dublin admin-
istration, of whatever party, is that Northern
violence will become uncontainable and will
spill over the border.

The mind-stretching Hobson’s Choice now
facing Dublin, therefore, is whether to go
along with the British in taking the heat off
the IRA, thereby encouraging Protestant frus-
tration in the North, or else to carry on the
war of attrition against Republicanism, invit-
ing the collapse of the ceasefire, and hoping
that the British will stay around long enough
to take the brunt of a renewed IRA offensive.
On the face of it, the second choice seems
more acceptable to Mr. Cosgrave and his
colleagues.

£ o T
.

complete schedule of protests:

ANTI-INTERNMENT DEMONSTRATIONS

THE North Armagh Comhairle Cheantair, Sinn Féin are organising a series of
anti-internment protests during the week prior to August 9, with a massive protest
march from Kilwilkee to Francis Street, Lurgan at 2.30 p.m. Following is the

Monday 4 August; Public Meeting — Shankill Estate — 8.00 p.m.
Tuesday 5 August: Public Meeting — Teghnevan Estate — 8.00 p.m.
Wednesday 6 August: Public Meeting — New City — 8.00 p.m.
Thursday 7 August: Public Meeting — Freecaw — 7.30 p.m.

Friday 8 August: Public Meeting — Kilwilkee Estate — 8.00 p.m.
Saturday 9 August: March from Kilwilkee to Francis St. — 2.30 p.m.

North Circular Road 9.00 p.m.

SUPPORT THE PRISONERS

Send a subscription today to: An Cumann Cabhrach,
44 Cearnég Pharnell, Baile Atha Cliath, 1, EIRE.

‘ A passer-by stops to phot-

ograph a display of Republic-
an posters on a public hoard-
ing. The display took place,
not in Derry or Belfast but in
Frankfurt, West Germany.

Vote of Sympathy

At a recent meeting of the Listowel Sinn Féin Cumann a vote of
sympathy was passed to the family and relatives of the late Michael
Downey, 43 O'Connell’s Ave., Listowel. R.LP.
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The torture of
Patrick Duffy

Forced to lick his
own blood off wall

Patrick Duffy of Brandywell, Derry has been convicted on six different charges,
including LLR.A. membership. He was sentenced to a total of 22 years

imprisonment and is now a political hostage in the Magilligan P.O.W. camp.

Following is a copy of a statement made by Patrick Duffy and signed by him in

the presence of witnesses:

Soldiers found weapons in the washing
machine in the house; I accepted
responsibili

It was 7 a.m. when I was taken to Victoria
Army Post, Mary Starrs was in the Saracen. As
soon as the gates were closed, a soldier with a
moustache started thumping me on the face.
Some other soldiers started to kick me and
generally throw me about. My photograph
was taken, I was then put into a little room.

Four or five soldiers and two plain clothes
intelligence men were in the room, I was
spread-eagled against the wall and questioned
about “where I got the guns”. I said that a
man forced me to take them and would shoot
me if I didn’t. I described this man — large
blue raincoat, gold-rimmed glasses, tall and
about 21 years old. They said I was a liar and
started beating me again. I was grabbed by the
heir and my head was banged against the wall,
They kept on about the weapons”. “How did
I get them to the house?” they kept asking. I
told them they were brought in a
,Volkeswagen and taken through the back yard
that there was a broken element in the
washing machine that 1 was trying to fix; the
machine was partly dismantled so I decided
this was the ideal place.

Four of them left the room and one soldier
remained. He started to beat me around the
room, and then I was spread-eagled against the
wall again. He put his fist down my spine
forcing me to fall to the ground. He then
lifted me by the hair and threw me against the
wall again. He put his fist down my spine
again, then other soldiers came in with two
intelligence men. My face was pushed into the
wall, my face started to bleed and the blood
was running down the wall. I was punched in
the ribs, and told to lick the blood off the
wall. I did this while they jeered at me. I then
sat on a chair and they repeated their
questions, at the same time they pulled my
hair. The Medical Officer came in and cleaned
me up. He was English. He wanted me to sign
a form, and when I refused they beat me
again. I then signed it, and was told, “Don’t
say a word to anyone or else you will be
landed back with us”.

1 was marched with my right arm up my
back into the Military Police Centre. Here
they took my possessions, and I was
questioned by the soldier with the mustache.
We were photographed together. This was the
soldier who did most of the beating. (The
soldier who had been originally left with me
wore glasses). I was taken into another room
at the far end of the corridor. The soldier with
the mustache and an M.P. were with me.
Another soldier described people who had
been shot and grabbed me by the throat.

Then another plain clothes man came in.
He asked “What are you doing here”. One said
that I was caught with an Armalite. The plain
clothes man asked me what damage an
Armalite could do. They talked about a
woman who had been shot in Shantallow two
days previously, and asked if I would like to
see photographs of her and other soldiers.
Some had been so badly hit they couldn’t
take an anaesthetic. They talked about the

, damage a sawn-off shotgun could do, They
. said the R.U.C. would have no pity for me,
and told me horrific stories about R.U.C.
interrogation. “‘Get the electrical kit out”,
. they shouted.

Outside there was a group of soldiers. The
ones with me told them what I had been
caught with: one of them raised an S.L.R. to
my nose and said, “Think of the damage this
would do to you”. I was then taken to the
R.U.C. with my arm screwed up my back. In
the hallway my arms were spread against the
wall for ten minutes and one said, “All we
need now is nails and we will crucify him”.
One asked if 1 had been searched; there was
no search; then they thumped me. I was taken
into an office where there were two
uniformed police constables. “Yes” and they
said, “Come off it!”. I said, “Alright, forget
about it”.

1 was then thrown into cell No. 8 and left
there for a couple of hours until the police
doctor came and examined me. My own
doctor came half an hour later; he is Dr.
Sinclair (Alliance Party). Later on in the
evening I was interrogated by the C.I.D. I told
them the same story; one sais, “That’s a lot of
balls”. They kept asking me questions; this
lasted about 45 ‘minutes. I was then brought
back to the cell and told that I had better give
the right story when I was brought back as I
would have to make a statement. I said, “Yes”
and repeated my story. One said, “Look son,
don’t come out with that again, we want the
truth”.

Eventually after several false starts and a
threat about my father, I made a statement.
They asked if I was a Q.M. and referred to a
document which was headed “Duties of a
Quartermaster’’. ‘‘Right Quartermaster
Duffy!”, they shouted. I denied that [ was a
QM.

Torturer Known
The soldier who did most of the beating has

now been identified as Captain Christopher
Davies. '

ONE OF MAKY MEN ALMOST BEATEN 10 DEATH BY BRITISH TROOPS
AFTER THE BURNIKG OF LONG KESH CONGENTRATION CAMPS OK THE
15th OCTOBER, 1974,

ago.

few more curses.

When the boy’s father
came on the scene, the British
Army wanted nothing to do
with the boy and didn’t want
to know about the incident.
Mr. Brown went straight up
to Piggery Ridge to make a
complaint, taking his son
Patrick along to make a
statement. The B.A. at
Piggery flatly refused to allow
the boy to accompany his
father into the camp. The
fahter was sent to Victoria
R.U.C. Barracks, where the

the incident, Mr. Brown went
to the Military Police, who

-THE LATE JOHN HASSETT

IT was with regret that Republicans in London learned of the recent death of

John Hassett.
“Big

John” was born in the County Kerry and although domiciled in

England since the early 1930, he kept faith with the Republican cause fo the
; end and was a generous contributor to the funds of An Cumann Cabhrac down

the years.
Ar dheis De go raibh a anam.

P ised to have someone

down with him
“immediately” to investigate
and to see the boy, As of late
Wednesday night, Mr, Brown
is still waiting for their visit,

At no point did nay
officer take responsibility for
what happened to this young
boy at the hands of one of
their men, nor did nay
medical officer attached to
any branch of the so-called
“‘security forces” offer or ask

to examine the injured boy.

boy made a statement about.

Cruising down thg river . i

4 e
2t

i iti i i d enjoy the warm
Irish Bay Area men and women dance to traditional Irish music an| y 1
California sunshine on a houseboat cruising down the Sacramento river. A family outing? No,
just another successful fund-raising event sponsored by the Oak'land.brgn.cl} of the East Bay
Northern Aid Society. The river cruise has been a sell-out ever since its initiation over a year

Derry boy
assaulted by
troops in his
front garden

TWELVE-year-old Patrick Brown, of Lislane Drive
Creggan, Derry got a taste of “the security forces
reacting to the level of violence” on Monday night
(July 7th). About half past midnight on a quiet night,
he thought he saw British soldiers crawling around his
front garden. He went out to look.

Sure enough, there were soldiers. One shouted at
him, “Get back in your f— Irish door”, and swung
his rifle butt at him, hitting the young boy a sharp
blow across the face. The soldier followed this with a

The family’s doctor examined
him, and recommended that
he be x-rayed for possible
fractures at Altnagelvin.

Assault
condemned

The Patrick Pearse cumann
condemns this brutal and
cowardly attack by
full-armed soldiers on a
defenceless twelve-year-old
boy. We demand that the
soldier responsible be brought
forward, so that the family
can press charges of assault
on him if they so wish. We

point out the completely
irresponsible and casual
attitude of the so-called

“'security forces” towards the
welfare of their young victim.
This incident has been one
of many in recent weeks by
this regiment, who seem to be
given a free hand by their
officers to behave as brutally
as they wish in their last
weeks here.
P.R.O.,
Patrick Pearse Sinn Fein,
Bogside, Derry.

Death of
prominent
Co. Mayo
Republican

IT WAS with deep regret we
learned of the death of Leo
McKenna of Balla, Co. Mayo.

Leo, who was a life -long
Republican, was born in Co.
Monaghan and at an early age
emigrated to the U.S.A. and
there he continued his
Republican activities. It was
there also he met his wife,
Agnes. Shortly after their
marriage they settled in Balla
where they set up business as
hoteliers.

Leo was a fountain of
inspiration to all those who
came in contact with him. He
was a member of Sinn Fein
and an ardent worker for An
Cumann Cabhrach and was
instrumental in setting up
committees all over Co. Mayo
to raise funds for Republican
Prisoners’ Depdendents.

To his wife, Agnes, his two
sons and two daughters, to
his brothers and sisters, the
Republican Movement tender
their deepest sympathy on
their great loss,

I measc Laochra na
h-Eireann go raibh a anam °
uasal.

Buiochas

The North Dublin
Comhairle Cheantair, Sinn
Féin wish to thank all who
participated in the Freedom
Walk and also all who
sponsored the walkers,

All who hold cards are
requested to return them
immediately.
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ANTI-INTERNMENT WEEK
PLANNED BY SINN FEIN

ELABORATE plans for an
Anti-Internment  Week from
Sunday, August 3, until
Sunday, August 10, have
been prepared by the Belfast
Comhairle Ceanntair Sinn
Fein to mark the fourth
anniversary of detention
without trial.

Preparations are in hand
for the following activities:
Sunday, 3 August: Sponsored
walk from Divis Flats at 2.30
p.m. to Upper Andersons-
town.

Tuesday 6 August: Rally at
Twinbrook Estate at 7.30

p.m.

Thursday 7 August: Rally at
Flax Street Field, Ardoyne at
7.30 p.m.

Friday 8 August: Local

meetings and visits.

Saturday 9 August: Rally in
Castle Street at 2 p.m.
Sunday 10 August: Youth
anniversary march and rally
at Dunville Park. Parade
forms up at The Busy Bee,
Andersonstown. Other
starting points at Whiterock,
Beechmount and Divis Flats.

Bin-lid Banging

“In addition all Sinn Fein
Cumainn in their local areas
will be organising the now
traditional bindid banging
and whistle blowing at 4 a.m.
on August 9. This will be
preceded in most areas by

anti-internment vigils”.

Union Jack
Burned

The Union Jack was banned at
a public meeting. held by the
Terence McSwiney, Sinn Fein
Cumann in Patrick Street, Cork
on Ssturday, July 12,

Four speakers addressed the
meeting on different subjects but
the main topics were the pressures
and the budget. All the speakers
called on the people of Cork to
join the Republican Movement.
There were many tourists among
the crowd who listened to the
spezkers and watched the burning
of the Union Jack.

Conradh na
Gaeilge

“T4 a thuilleadh ball a dhith ar
Chonradh na Gaeilge” dairt
Uschtarén an Chonartha Padraig
O Snodaigh agus € ag labhairt le
Craobh na Scribhneoiri i mBaile
Atha Cliath le déanai.

Cé go bhfuil nios mi
craobhacha agus coisti duiche ag
feidhmnil anois ni mar a bhi le
tamall anuas té nios mé fos ag
teastiil le go mbeadh deathoradh
ar na feachtais eagsila atd ar r bun
ag an gConradh.

Os é gur eagraiocht
iol-aicimeach agus
neamh-sheicteach i gcleachtadh
agus de réir ht fearann an

agus 4r luachanna cultirtha, agus
a thuigeann go bhfuil gi chomh
maith le gluaiseacht dfhonn iad
sin a chur chun tosaigh.

Kildare on
the move

At the monthly meeting of the
Kildare Comhairle Cheantair Sinn
Féin, Cumann reports were
received from the following areas:
Athy, Kilcullen, Kildare,
Ballymore Eustace, Celbridge,
Newbridge.

It was reported generally that
“*Kill the Bill” meetings were
being held together with an
extensive postering campaign on
the same issue. It was reported
also that vegetable co-operative
has been established in the Athy
area. All representatives present
agreed to request their Cumann to
look into the matter of
establishing similar welfare
ventures in other areas and to
report on their findings at the
next Comhairle Cheantair
meeting.

All Cumann were
congratulated by the Leinster
Sinn Féin organiser, Brendan
Golden, on the success of the
Combhairle Cheantair raffle.

At the moment it looks as if
Kildare Sinn Féin are on the
move. If the present progress is

Conradh fior-chaoin filte isteach
roimh achan duine atéd sista
cuspbiri an Chonartha agus
athréimniti na Gaeilge a chur ar
aghaidh.

Os ¢ go sirafonn an Conradh
dilseachtaf péirtf nf thig le gripal
seachtaracha an Conradh 2 Gsdid
agus nf usdidfidh. Mar sin is
lithair chui é leis an teacht le
chéile is gi, mar shampla, s
tuaisceart d6ibh san a thuigeann
tabhacht na n-oidbreacht chultliir

d, Sinn Féin will lead the
people in this time of national,
economic and social crisis.

Cumann Nua

Following are the officers of
the recently formed Sinn Féin
Cumann in Swinford, Co. Mayo:
Chairman, Tom Harkan;
Secretary, Willic Molloy;
Treasurer, Edward Ruane; P.R.O.,
Tom Litterington; Comhairle

Cheantair dclegates, Michacl
Groorke and Gerard Litterington.

Armagh

The following statement has
been issued by the North Armagh
Comhairle Cheantair of Sinn
Féin:

It has come to our attention
that persons in the Shankill area
(Lurgan) are engaged in spreading
rumours regarding Green Cross
collectors and missapropriation of
funds in that area.

We are positive that all money
taken up by Green Cross
collectors goes to that source 2
can be verified by the G.C.
Committec.

We believe that those involved
in spreading malicious rumours
could occupy their spare time
better by giving up their leisure to
work to alleviate the heavy
burden placed on relatives of
political hostages.

The statement was signed:
Liam Haddock, P.R.O.

Sligo

The Tommy Langan Sinn Féin
Cumann, Sligo held their first
Annual Dinner Dance in the Golf
Links Hotel, Shankhill, on Friday
11th July, with Ruairi and Bean
O Bradaigh as guests of honour.
The large attendance enjoyed a
thoroughly enjoyable night.

In a short, hard hitting speech
Ruairi drew attention to the
absence of peace marches even
though the death rate in the Six
Counties was higher during the
first six months of this year than
for any comparable period during
the campaign for freedom before
the truce. He said it appeared that
the death of people cut down
because of their religious beliefs
was not important. Only the
death of British soldiers could
bring the “peace” marchers out
on the streets. The Republican
Movement was genuinely
interested in a just and lasting
peace and it was his sincere hope
that no future generation would
have to endure the suffering of
this one in the fight for freedom.

“Free State politicians of all
parties were interested only in
keeping the status quo. A united
Ireland would bring such a change
in the political structure of this
country that they would be
relegated to the scrap heap. In
their minds it is more important
to prevent this happening than to
save lives”, he said.

He paid a moving tribute to
the heroism of the late Volunteer
Kevin Coen killed in action at
Cassidy’s Cross, Co. Fermanagh in
January 1975.

CRAFT
CENTRE

VISIT
THE

Free

b

At 1.00 p.m. on Sunday
Square, Dublin for the Annual
Young and old alike

dom Wal

e
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the 6th of July, 1975, an enthusiastic crowd gathered at Donnell
1 Freedom Walk held in aid of An Cumann Cabhrach.
joined in the ten mile walk through Dublin to the Phoenix Park, where
they were met by open-air entertainment.

Our picture shows a section of the walkers.

PATRIOT
GRAVES

THE National Graves
Association will be
conducting tours of National
Graves and Memorials in
Glasnevin Cemetery, Dublin,
on Sundays in July.

A Committee Member will
act as guide, and will be
available at Cemetery Main
Gate at 11.30 a.m.

The Tour will include the
graves of such patriots as Ann
Devlin, James Clarence
Mangan, James Fintan Lalor,
The Tallaght Fenians, Austin
Stack, Nurse O’Farrell and
many others of national
interest. The Memorials will
include The Manchester
Martyrs Cenotaph, The
Young Irelanders, The Skin
the Goat, and Leo of the
Nation.

Visitors to Dublin are
especially welcome.

BALLAD SESSION

in the
DONAGHMEDE INN, RAHENY

on
WEDNESDAY, 30th JULY,

at
8.00 p.m.
FEATURING: Luke Kelly and Barney McKenna and
other Artists.
ADMISSION: 60p.

WEEKLY BALLAD SESSIONS

at the
Golden Ball, Kiltiernan
STARTING: Friday, July 25th.

Proceeds in aid of
An Cumann Cabhrach.

PRICE:
postage 10p extra.

PRICE:

PHOENIX MEDALLION

THE Phoenix is now available in medallion form.
(in sterling silver with chain) £6.50;

Phoenix Lapel Badges are also still available
in sterling silver: £2.50 each, postage 10p extra.
in 9 carat gold: £8.00 each, postage 10p extra.

Wear the Phoenix Medallion and Emblem.
Support the fight that will never end until Ireland is free.

Fine Gael “‘power sharing’’ in Ballina

AT THE ann
last some 1€
sharing were uncovered.

ual meeting of Ballina Urban Council on June 20
markable examples of Fine Gacl type power

At the first meeting of the council one year ago all nine

members had agreed that the
three parties — Fianna F
Aant

hair would rotate between the
Fine Gael, Sinn Fein — and the

are made to be broken

two I
and how

p But F.G. p
they broke their promises on 20 June exposes them

for the hypocrites they truly are.

At the meeting held
proposed Colr, Walk
to explain how
power sharing for the rest o

said that he had left his politic

Cllr, Walkin was unanimous
Did not like speech
Cllr, Ruane (F.F.)

Vice-chairman. Cllr
proposal. At this stage

that night Colr. O’Hora (F.G.)
in (F.F.) for chairman and then went on
the Ballina U.D.C. would be “an example in
f the country”. Colr. O’Hora also
s outside the council chamber,
ly elected chairman.

then proposed Clr. Ginty (S.F.) for
Clair pDol;wrty (Ind.) seconded this
Clir. Lowther (F.G.) said he would

oppose Cllir. Ginty for chairman when his turn came, his
reason being that he did not like some speech Cllr, Ginty made
recently attacking hacks and journalists who have become Free
State pawns,

Then came another surprise as a councillor who seldom
attends Council meetings was discovered to be present. Cllr,
Brown proposed Cllr, Doherty for vice-chairman and Clir,
Lowther immediately seconded. Clir, Doherty, the only lady
member, asked for her name to be withdrawn as it was Cllr,
Ginty's turn to be vice-chairman and she was prepared to wait
her turn, she said, Cllr, O'Hora, who five minutes before was
all good example and pious, then stated that he was not bound
by any agreement he had made and he proposed Clir, Lowther,
The proposal failed to get a seconder and Clir., Lowther
attempted to save face by withdrawing his name but stated he
would seek the chairmanship next year to keep Clir, Ginty
out,

Will not be bullied

Clir. Ginty thanked the Councillors who were honourable

enough to keep their word. He went on to say that he would
not be bullied or intimidated by anyone and any speech he
had made, he would make again if it suited him; he also said he
was sorry to see Clir. Lowther being used as a hatchet man for
someone else, Clir, Lowther then treated the Council to one of
his usual outbursts of filthy language a true sign of defeat.

The monthly meeting of the council followed immediately
and shortly after it started Cllr. Brown (F.G.) who was so
worried about the election of vice-chairman walked out leaving
important matters concerning the welfare of Ballina to people
who really care. During the course of the meeting Cllr,
Lowther showed how he thought an urban councillor should
behave, this consisted of bouts of vile language, table banging,
and calling the lady member a liar.

All this is kept from the voters by the local press
who see to it that only the nice side of some
councillors is seen. And of course the public may not
attend Council meetings — the excuse being that
there is not enough room.
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NOTEBOOK

Last

Days of the
Gaeltacht

YOU remember my Notebook two weeks ago
on “Irish and Ulster British™? Some readers
have said that I scemed to have written it
before the piece on “Our British Fellow
Countrymen” which appeared two weeks
previously on Meitheamh 27. They say that
the latter — the piece I have just mentioned —
seemed to refer back to the article on “Irish
and Ulster British™ (Tuil 11).

They are_quite right and, for the record,
I'm glad to have the chance to say so. The fact
is that FREEMAN went on holiday and left
some Notebooks written in advance. Through
a confusion such as can happen in the best
newspaper offices, these two articles got
published in the wrong order.

On my return, I Yind Saoirse, the local
newsletter of the Jackie Griffith Cumann,
Dublin, waiting for me. The Jackie Griffith
Cumann seems to belong in and around
Ringsend and Sandymount.

Their paper — which can be had from 24
O’Connell Gardens, Bath Avenue,
Sandymount, Dublin 4 — ought to be looked
at by every cumann which is not publishing a
paper. “If the Jackie Griffith Cumann can do
this, why can’t we?” That is the question
which every dumb cumann — every cumann
without 2 paper — should be asking itself.

Four stencilled pages stapled together,
clearly typed, entirely legible, with no spelling
errors, and a blue title-block on the top of the
front page. It seems to be a monthly; the copy
in front of me is for June 1975.

Ringsend, Sandymount, South Dock and
St. Stephen’s Green come alive in these pages.
These Republicans begin their loving of
Ireland by loving their own streets and the
people in them. If all of Ireland were loved
piecemeal in this manner, what a really loved
Ireland we would have — what a revolution
there would be!

I will not recount in detail what the pages
contain (the readers of Sgoirse know and
anyone else who is interested can get a copy)
except to mention that if you want the words
of “The Borad Black Brimmer” they are here,

I would like Sgoirse to comment sometime
on what I said here on Iuil/4 on p.3 to be
exact — under the heading “All Power to the
Comheirli?” The Jackie Grifffth Cumann
know my views, | believe that neither
cumainn nor comhairli ceantair nor their
papers should be merely organs for complaint
and protest, and that if they are merely this
they are merely reformist and therefore
basically conservative forces,

Even advising citizens on how to use the
present public services better — so that the
present system will function better and
present a more acceptable face to the people
— even this worries me, if it stops there,

Unless we are using local issues with which
the people are familiar to point forward
towards a new Ireland in which things will be
controlled by the communities, and therefore
better organised, we are not really being
revolutionaries or Republicans, and the most
effedtive way of doing this is, without doubt,
for the Sinn Fein comhairli to be organised as
the potential District Councils of the New
People’s Ireland, and the cumainn to be
organised as the potential neighbourhood of
community councils within each District. In
other words, to have one cumann for each
community of 5—6,000 in urban areas, and of

1500—3000 in thinly populated rural areas,

Needless to say, this would mean, at the
start, that there would be many communities

without a cumann of their own. Better so, |
say. At least we would be moving forward
with our feet on the ground, in the real world,
and in the real life of Ireland as it is today.

Instead of a “Jackie Griffith Cumann” |
should like to see a Sandymount Cumann
grouped with other neighbourhood cumainn
under a Merrion Comhairle Cheantair, and a
Ringsend Cumann grouped with other
neighbourhood cumainn in an East Central or
Mansion House District under a Comhairle
Cheantair of the same name.

Naturally, if either of these cumainn had a

aper of its own, it would be called
Sandymount News or Ringsend News or the
lik

In short, I miss from the pages of Saoirse
any talk about reorganising the government of
Dublin as a regional community of
communities in which the people would
control their own affairs through District and
Neighbourhood Councils.

In its appeal to “join Sinn Fein”, I think
the Jackie Griffith Cumann should be
describing itself as more than “a body of
experienced men and women who are
dedicated to ideals for a better community”.
Any group of do-gooders can describe
themselves as that, There is nothing
revolutionary, nothing political, and nothing
specially Republican about it.

ok ok

I was on holidays in the Gaeltacht; more
precisely, in the South Connemara Gaeltacht,
idir Carna is Bearna, as the people who live
there say. This, along with the Aran Islands, is
the biggest stretch of Irish-speaking Ireland
that is still left. It contains about 14,000
people.

A couple of months ago, I paid a brief visit
to another part of the Gaeltacht, in central
Donegal. For those who care, here are some
facts which I can vouch for about the present
condition of the Gaeltacht.

1. The official “Gaeltacht” is a nonsense
and a lie. Most of it is English-speaking. The
real Gaeltacht area — principally in Donegal,
Connemara and the tip of the Dingle
Peninsula — contains about 30,000 people —
no more.

2. Many young people, especially girls, still
leave the Gaeltacht — as they leave other parts
of rural Ireland — to find employment. But by
and large, the material standard of living in
the Gaeltacht is high, There is no lack of
money. The signs of affluence are to be seen
everywhere. Poverty is no longer a
characteristic of Gaeltacht life.

3. The Gaeltacht is on its last legs. The
change from Irish to English that has been
occurring on the edges of the shrinking
Gaeltacht for the past two centuries is still in
full swing — and not merely on the edges.
Some would say it is gaining momentum,

4. Many forces operate to cause this change
from Irish to English speech. All these forces
are “‘enemies of the Gaeltacht”. But the
decisive enemies of the Gaeltacht, and its real
killers, are those Gaeltacht people who bring
up their children.as English-speakers and who
make English the language of their
households. These social and cultural assassins
— some of them living in the heart of the
remaining Gaeltacht — are conducting their
campaign with vigour and enthusiasm, and
their efforts will soon be rewarded with
complete success. (The grandparents and
great-grandparents of most of us did the
same).

5. There is no concerted effort withi
Gaeltacht — in any part of it — to reverse
process, The only effective way in which it
could be reversed is by Gaeltacht
self-government. But no group or organisation
within the Gaeltacht is making any serious
attempt to achieve this,

6, Most Gaeltacht people don’t think about
the Gaeltacht or care about its fate, Like most
people anywhere in Ireland, they are
interested only in making money and in
having a good time, I don’t blame them, |
merely report. Go and see for yourselves,

by

—

Initially, we the Northern
minority, having suffered the
ferocity of the attacks of
August 69 were unconcerned
with the politics of one
defence. We simply wanted
protection and security. It
was through our attempts to
provide these for ourselves
that we became aware of the
necessity to oust Britain from
the Six Counties and to
establish the Republic.
August ’69 Republicans are
not to be sneered at. They are
a pure product of an
unbroken tradition of
Revolutionary Nationalism.

During the war of the past
five years, leadership, which
was sorely needed, was given
by the Army Council of
Oglaigh na h-Eireann. The
Brits have been humiliated
and defeated. They are still
here but they are broken as a
potentially victorious force.
They cannot defeat the
People’s Army.

It was inevitable that the
present Truce would be
negotiated from our struggle.
The enemy wishes to
extricate himself from the
scene as easily as possible.
But, as in all colonial wars,
there will be a garrison who
will not take well to desertion
by the “Motherland”.

In Algeria, when
Independence was wrested
from France by the Algerian
Liberation Forces, the
country was plunged into a
vicious civil war by the
0.A.S. which was composed
mainly of ex-army types

KILCULLEN

ALL in the Kilcullen area
who wish to join Sinn Fein
are requested to contact:
Cecilia Conway,
Knockbounce,
Kilcullen,
Co. Kildare.

Solidarity

THE members of the
Traolach Mac Suibhne
Sinn Fein cumann, Cork,
wish to express their
solidarity with the men,
women and boys ‘behind
the wire’ in Long Kesh,
Port Laoise, Limerick,
Magilligan, Crumlin Road,
Armagh and in English,
Scottish, American and
Canadian

TRUCE WITH
ORANGE FASCISTS

(frustrated in their attempts
to defeat the Algerian
Freedom Fighters) under the
control of “Pieds Noir” —
comparable to Ulster
Loyalists.

Right now, as the Orange
unionist fascists see their
political tie with England
being eroded, they are
preparing a machine to build
an independent fascist state.
They have capabilities to
succeed — a “‘constitutional”
assembly to give political
leadership, a local police
force and army not to
mention the para-military
bodies. This past month has
seen the creation of two new
central structures to
co-ordinate Orange
gun-power. These are the
“Ulster Army Council” and
the ‘‘Ulster Central
Intelligence Agency”.

The former is an
amalgamation of the U.S.A.
and its satellites, the latter of
the U.V.F., and individual
members of the R.U.C. and
U.D.R. These people will
have to be faced up to. They
have not gone to such lengths
and trouble merely for the
fun of it all. They mean
business and have the
“hardware” to carry it out.

Our war is far from over.
In fact it may hardly have
started. Either we yield now
and accept continuous
unionist power, or we carry
out what we started in 1970
with our goal as a Democratic
Socialist Republic.

So although the Truce
with the Brits is still on, we
must clear any ambiguity
immediately that might he
prevalent in our attitude to
the Orange fascists.

And our attitude must be:
We will not concede any right
by these people to have a
veto against the progress of
the Irish people. Neither do

By Our Belfast Correspondent

PERHAPS by misinterpretation, or perhaps by purpose the media by and large
will insist on describing the present Truce between the British Administration and
the Leadership of the Republican Movement as a “Provo Ceasefire”.
description is erroneous, misleading and must be rejected. If it is not, the purpose
of the past five years sacrifices has been lost.

This

we concede the veto they had
against the Irish Republic.
What they must understand is
that they are out of their
time. The age of loyal citizens
holding land for Imperial
Britannia is over.
Revolutionary war against
imperialism is succeeding all
around the world. Ours shall
be no different.

We will fight and defeat
the loyal Orange fascists; in
no way will we compromise
with them. That betrayal
would be the death, for ever,
of any chance of building a
decent society in Ireland.

NEW CUMANN

A new Sinn Fein
Cumann has been formed
in the Leixlip/Celbridge
area.

Anyone in this area who
wishes to join the new
cumann is requested to
get -in touch with: The
Secretary, John Greene
Cumann, c/o 2a Lower
Kevin Street, Dublin 8.

Join Sinn
Féin

Anyone from the
Rathfarnham/Dundrum area
who wishes to join the
recently-formed Martin
Forsythe Sinn Féin Cumann is
requested to call (between 7
p-m, and 9 p.m.) to the home
of the Secretary, Mrs. M.
Longsdarf, 32, Willebrook
Park, Rathfarnham, Dublin
14; If you cannot call, please
contact Mrs. Longsdarf by
letter.

wishes to make a subscri
touch with any of the
Doura, Colloney, Co.
Drive, Sligo; J.J. McGir

Kevin Coen Memorial

A committee has been formed to erect a fitting
memorial to Vol. Kevin Coen from Riverstown, Co.
Sligo who was killed on active service in Co.
Fermanagh on 20th January 1975,

Anyone who requires further information or who
ption are requested to get in
following: Martin McGoldrick,
Sligo; P.J, Kearney, 14, Cedar
1, Ballinamore, Co. Leitrim,

PORT LAOISE

SUNDAY 10 AUGUST
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OPEN LETTER TO
FREE STATE
SENATOR

FOLLOWING is a copy of an
open letter sent by me to Senator
Michael D. O'Higgins:

1 am writing to you as a
worker and taxpayer, and as a
neighbour whose vote you have
on occasion solicited, concerning
the arrest of the Vice-President of
the political organisation to which
1 belong. I read in the newspapers
this morning that Daithi O
Connaill was arrested, by armed
members of the Political Police at
Coolock, County Dublin, on
yesterday evening.

I have known Daithi O
Connaill for a number of years,
and was associated with him in
the experiment in rural renewal in
Glencolumbkille, Co. Donegal,
several years ago. So his arrest is a
matter of personal distress to me,
apart from being a political issue.

The government to which you
belong has adopted a policy of
personal harassment of people
who fail to share its' views, a
policy which I have myself felt
the blunt end of now and again.
But I cannot see what useful
purpose this policy serves. It
cannot restore the pre—1969
situation in the North (the dream
of reactionaries of the right and
of the left alike); it cannot do
anything to help the English
preserve their Imperial dream, or
cause their idiotic monarchy to
survive a day longer than it is
destined to.

On the that it

Troops Out Movement and a
member of the Revolutionary
Communist Group, I would like
to comment on the report sent to
An Phoblacht on the TOM labour
movement delegate conference on
24th May in London. It is
extremely encouraging for us to
se¢ An Phoblacht giving over the
back page to publicising the
conference, and 1 would like to
explain why one of the
a d to the

of ruling themselves, and that it is
up to the British to pacify the
religious strife, They do not
understand that Britain is at the
root of the problem and that only
the Irish people can resolve it.
Such ideas are very dangerous for

targets, (with warnings), the
Loyalist para-militaries continue
their extermination campaign
against Catholics. This campaign
may be mildly condemned
publicly by various Loyalist
politicians, but in the last analysis
it is the p: litaries whom they

the British labour
Although the question of Ireland
is not seen as the most important
question here at present, it is in
fact crucial in all the issues which

resolution — put by a delegate in
our group — was not, in the words
of one of the captions, a ‘petty
holier-than-thou’ amendment.

The amendment in question
was to change ‘immediate recall’
of the troops to ‘immediate
withdrawal from Ireland’. The
amendment was accepted, and is
in fact part of the quote in the
report. (The part in question
originally simply called for ‘recall’
and was amended to ‘immediate
recall’ by members of our group
in the committee stage).

The reason we thought it

important to make the tesolution

-even stronger at the conference

was to resist any tendency to
water down the Troops Out
Movement demands — Troops
Out Now, Self-D: ination for

are pying British workers:
the social contract, which argues
that workers must support the
‘national interest' and develop a
‘wartime spirit’, the anti-EEC
campaign, a large component of
which is a reactionary (in Britain)
‘national-sovereignty’ argument;
the proposals of the Labour left
for protectionist economic
policies (in England, entirely
reactionary). At all stages — and
the fact that workers welcomed
the Prevention of Terrorism Act
shows this clearly — the workers
are tied hand and foot to the
interests of the capitalist class by
their own national-chauvinist
ideas.

It is because of this that it is
essential to train the workers to
fight for self-determination for
Ireland - which means the

the Irish People — under the
argument of getting as much
support for the resolution as
possible. These demands as they
stand did not form part of the
original resulution. As you know,
there is a large section of the
labour movement in this country,
represented in particular by the
C 3

would be 2 waste of time to talk
to you sbout the moral issue
involved, I would ask you at least
to reflect that such p

Party, which calls for
recall of troops to barracks and a
Bill of Rights legislated by
Westminster. We know that the

serves no useful purpose,

Recently you made in the
Senate a passionate denunciation
of the cruel and futile practice of
fox-hunting. Perhaps yau would
now like to denounce the
similarly cruel and futile passtime
of Republican-hunting.

—P61 O Croidhedin,

Rinn Mhér, Gaillimh.

TROOPS OUT
CONFERENCE

AS A national officer of the

BOOKS

Readin|

Me Jewel and Darlin’ Dublin (Eamonn Mac Thomais)
Peadar O'Donnell, Irish Soci: e

Down Dublin Streets (Eamonn Mac Thomals
The Lady at the Gate (Eamonn Mac Thomals)
The Becret Army (J, Bowyer Bell) ..
Internment (John McGuffin)

al Rebel

from Fintan Lawlor

T does not
call for immediate withdrawal,
but there is a different question
involved in England. Those who
say, in this country, that the
troops should be withdrawn at
some future date are arguing that
the British Government has still a
progressive role in Ireland, and
necessarily implying that the
British Army is a peace-keeping
force.

The reason that these demands
are prevalent in the British labour
movement is that workers still
think that the Irish are incapable

£4.20
£3.50
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Vol. 1&2

History of Ireland (Edmon

Postage and

Songs of rish Civil Rights
Guns and songs of the 1.R.A

James Connolly, sclected writings
Guerilla days in Lreland (Tom Barry)
The First Dail (Maire Comerford)
Freedom the Wolfe Tone W}/
acking 15p extra

England’s Vietnam — 12 origin

LONGPLAYING RECORDS

Irish songs of freedom, Vol. 1, 2&3
Song of the Lrish Republic ..
The Lid of Me Granny’s Bin (Various artists)
Ireland’s fight for freedom (20 Rebel songs)

Best of the .

Freedom's Sons (the Wolfhound)
Songs of the Lrish Rising (1798) .

of British
troops — and to concede nothing
to the chauvinist ‘Bill of Rights’
position.

—Celia Holt,
Helix Road, London, S.W.2.

DERRY BOMBS

THE hysterical reaction of the
Vanguard Unionists over the
Derry bombs was to be expected.

Yet it serves as a useful
reminder of the contrast between
their reaction to retaliation by the
I.R.A. against breaches of the
present Truce by the British
Army, and the ever present
campaign of sectarian
assagsinations by the Loyalist
para-militaries. With the present
talk of a Loyalist ‘change of
heart’, such statements bring us
back to reality and remind us that
any ‘change’ is superficial and
intended to be promoted for
propaganda purposes.

While the I.R.A. attacks
government or commercial

L.P. Records (continued)

James Connolly, the Irish Rebel
UT}‘) the Rebels (the Wolfetones)
c

Teddybears Head (the Wolfetones)
Rifles of the LR,A. (the Wolfetones)
Let the People sing (the Wolfctones)
Till Ireland a Nation (the Wolfetones)
The Life of Reilly (Paddy Rellly)

Paddy Reilly —~ At Home ...... v
The Town T'loved so well
Smash I

(Paddy Reilly)

depend upon for the ‘teeth’ which
makes their support effective
against the Brits and for this
reason in private, they condone
and support this anti-Catholic
semi-pogrom.

~The Vindicator,
Béal Feirste.

SCOTLAND
THE BRAVE

AT long last my fellow Scots are
beginning to awake to English
domination of our country.

1 remember telling my father
back in '67 that we will have to
fight the English just as our Irish
Brothers have been doing since
'16.

The English are past masters
of “Divide and Conquer”, also
their propaganda machine would
have made Dr. Goelbels envious.

They can even pull strings here
in the States, I remind you of my
good friends James Conlon, Harry
Hillick and their comrades, so I
say to my fellow exciles help our
Irish Brothers in their fight
against our common enemy,
Englands rape of our countries is
over, we must unite against her.

~J. McLean,
Williamsburg, Ohio, U.S.A.

BISHOP’S DUTY
TO CONDEMN
WRONGS

ON THE lack of integrity on the
part of the Secretary of State of
Northern Ireland, Hardly
condemned by eminent Church
men and Politicians who should
be speaking out publicly on the
two standards of Justice applied.

We the Gerard McCauley
Cumann Sinn Féin, see in this the
most awful bigot to land on Irish
soil not only does he shame the
moral code by offending Canon
law in his approach to suppress
Irish nationalism in the Six
Counties, his crime is all the

The Dubliners ~ Live .
‘The Dubliners —~ At Hol
The Dubliners -

The Barleycorn ~ Let the gucplu slny
Op oxln‘r ind a
60p other countries

Postage and Packing

SINGLE RECORDS
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the W
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Paul McCorrivan/Show me the man (Rory O'Connor)  £0,60
Portlaoise Juil/Sean South from Garryowen
(Michael Moran) £0.60
The Ballad of Joe C:
(James Connolly Folk Group) ... . £0.60
of Ireland/If I could be a rover
¢ Barleycorn) . £0.60
“apt. James McDaid/Bang, bang, Honey - . £0.60
pY: £0.95
Postage and Packing 15p extra
e

og Pharnell, Baile Atha Cliath,

worse by the fact that it is the
duty of a Christian to harbour the
harbourless. The state faces total
failure in suppressing this moral
virtue by Prosecution.

We consider it the duty of
Bishop Philbin to break his silence
and condemn the awful acts
perpetrated against God’s children
particularly his own flock sinned
against in his state by false
witnesses in these perverted
Courts and the general acts of
terror condemned by this English
establishment. The people of
National inspiration are made up
of four fifths of the population
and have taken more than they
can bear of British injustice in
Ireland. Mr, Rees can say the
cease fire has worn thin. “Well
should it be”, for never in Irish
History has a revolutionary
organisation gained so much
credibility and endorsed by Rees
false witness. Let the right
honourable gentleman note? "
Imprisonment as a Policy is the
ultimate end of degenerate British
rule.

—PR.O,
Gerard McCauley, Sinn Féin
Cumann, Béal Feirste.

LONG KESH
BUILDING

THE announcement that Public
Spending in the Six Counties is to
be cut by £9.5m is nothing short
of incredulous. Even more
incredible however, are the areas
where these cuts are being made
ie. Education, Roads, Health and
Social Services. In delivering this
shock announcement an attempt
was made to cushion it by
informing the media that this was
‘‘Northern Ireland’s share of
overall cuts being made’.
Undoubtedly many people
would be surprised to learn that,
despite, all the talks of cuts and
withdrawal of expenditure, not
one penny is being withdrawn
from Public Spending in Northern
Ireland. Should these words give
rise to unfounded hopes,
however, 1 must hasten to add
that £9.5m. will be withdrawn
from these vital areas of Public

The
of the
Movement

0
Republican
expressed

leadership
Republican Movement.
Views expressed
here, by letter writers,
by regular columnists
and in other
contributions, are those
of the authors and not
ly those of the

Letters to the Editor
will have a better
chance of publication if
short, typewritten on
one side of paper and

J

leith roimh Ghaeilge.

of Public Expenditure.,

To find the answer to this
question one need not be a
mathamatician or economist, for
£9.5m. is precisely the figure
quoted for the vast re-building
programmes at present being
undertaken at Long Kesh and
other prison sites throughout the
North. So here we have an
unbelievable, but very real,
situation whereby much greater
value is placed upon the building
of Prison-camps and other places
of detention than upon necessary
Welfare Services which were
receiving inadequate attention to
being with.

The entire episode is like
something from Orwell’s ‘1984"
but then, everything else
considered, this doesn’t put it too
much out of place with the
overall pattern of events.

—Dera Mac Thomis,
Cage 7, Long Kesh Concentration
Camp.

Ar leas na hEireann
Ar leas na Gaeilge
Ar leas na Poblachta
Ar do leas féin

.. 12 eagrin
.. Se eagrin

Tuilleadh eolas 6

pending 1 have i and
diverted to much more
‘‘important areas of spending’.
This obviously raised the question
of what could be of such
monumental importance to
warrant the diversion of millions
of pounds from these vital areas

Dhomhnall O Lubhlai,
250 Cuarbhothar

Theas, Baile Atha
Cliath, 8.

Ama foilsia ag Gluiseacht
na Poblachta.

Sunday Aug. 31

AN CUMANN CABHRACH

Republican Aid Committee

Irish-American Oiche Gaelach
Featuring — Wolfe Hounds, Glenties, Belfast
Kathleen Largy and other artists
in the
Clare Manor Hotel
Malahide Rd. Dublin

Admission £2 ($5.00) including chicken/chips supper

Admission by ticket only
Tickets available from:
An Cumann Cabhrach, 44 Parnell Sq., Dublin 1

and
Sinn Fein, 2a Lower Kevin St. Dublin

8 p.m. - 1,30 a.m.

Internment Film

(runs 1% hours)
to be shown in
BRICKLAYER’S HALL
Cuffe St., Dublin 2.
(Bottom of Camden St.)
TUESDAY 29 JULY
Beginning 8.30 p.m. Subscription 20p.

For tickets contact: Tomis O Diill Sinn Féin Cumann, c/o.,
2a Lower Kevin Street, Dublin 8.
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THREE members of the Greater
London Association of Trades
Councils’ “fact finding” delegation to
the north of Ireland have been thrown
off the delegation and may face charges
when' the GLATC Executive meets this

week.

Mike Knowles, sccretary of Hackney Trades
Council, Rosemary Sales of Barnet Trades Council
and Gerry McMorrow (also of Hackney TC), all
supporters of the Troops Out Movement, were
members of the GLATC's fourteen person delegation
which left for Belfast on July 3rd.

Before the delegation left, the three had objected
to the list of engagements drawn up by the visit's
organiser Jack Dromey, a legal officer of the NCCL
and member of Brent Trades Council. Rosemary
Sales proposed that they include a meeting with the
editor of the Andersonstown News and
representatives of the Association for Legal Justice.

ONE ‘GROUP’
HADN'T MET
SINCE 1969!

This proposal was defeated, the main argument
being that there wasn't enough time to put more
meetings on the agenda. (The objection to meeting
the editor of Andersonstown News might not,
however, have been connected with the fact that the
paper had just revealed that one organisation
included in an earlier agenda and vouched for by
Dromey as ‘“covering both sections of the
community™, had not met since 1969...)

PRE-ARRANGED
CONCLUSIONS

“It became increasingly clear” according to Mike
Knowles “that the visit was designed to come up
with a pre-arranged conclusion, that troops should
stay in a pe keeping role and that i
should bring in a Bill of Rights. The idea was that
the delegation should come back to Britain and tell
the trade union movement ‘this is what the situation
is like and this is what the people want’.”

The first meeting that took place — with
representatives of the Belfast Trades Council — only
served to confirm the minority’s suspicions. Joe
Cooper, the Trades Council’s chief spokesman,
talked of their “‘unanimity” in believing that the
troops should be maintained in a ‘peace keeping
capacity’ and that a Bill of Rights should be
legislated. On being questioned, however, he
admitted that the British troops were not in reality a

keeping force and that they were harassing and
oppressing the Catholic community.

GUIDED TOUR
OF THE SHIPYARDS

The following day’s events exposed Jack
Dromey’s claim that time was too short to include
more visits: after a 4S-minute meeting with Harland
and Wolff shop stewards in the presence of
management, the rest of the moming and afternoon
was spent on a guided tour of the shipyards and a
Government training centre!

That evening, the familiar line of ‘maintenance of
troops in a peace-keeping role and 3 Bill of Rights’
was recited by Brendan Harkin, the general secretary
of the Civil Service Alliance and a vice presidential
candidate for the Irish Congress of Trade Unions

Sales from questioning Harkin. In this blatant bid to
stifle the minority, the an oops Out Movement,
pro-Communist Party purpose of the trip was again
revealed.

The delegation’s next visit w
headquarters of the Northern Ireland Civil Rights
Association (NICRA).There, under a portrait on the
wall of Moming Star reporter Chris Myant, the

to the

CLATC delegates heard it all again, from people
representing nothing but some abstract “middle
ground”’,

This visit was to be followed by one to a
Republican (Official) Club where the line was due
for another airing. But the minority delegates
decided to seek out those they had proposed that
the delegation as a whole should meet. Getting
together with the editor of Andersonstown News
and the assistant editor of the Hibernia Review, the
three minority delegates arranged for them to bring
some tenants’ leaders to a meeting scheduled for the
following day when the full delegation met the
Greater West Belfast Community Association.

This Association is itself a perfect example of the
impossibility of finding genuine political common
ground between Loyalists and Republicans. With a
Communist Party member as secretary and a
Loyalist as chairman, it lives out its shadowy
existence funded by the notorious Northern Ircland
Office of the British Government, dealing in such
vital issues as an anti-mot ign an:

SUCCESSFUL “TROOPS
OUT” CONFERENCE
IN LUTON

LUTON Town Hall was the venue for a very successful meeting of the ‘Troops Out Movement’
(TOM) on Friday, July 4. The meeting, which was organised in the area by the Luton branch of
the ‘Troops Out Movement’ drew a large crowd from interested bodies such as the Luton
Trades Council, Trades Unions, Shop Stewards Committees, and Sinn F€in members from as far
afield as Birmingham, High Wycombe, Leicester, St. Albans, Bletchley, Hemel Hempstead and
Kilburn. The Luton Labour MP, Rey. Ivor Clemitson also attended, and a letter of support from
the Hemel Hempstead MP Robin Corbett was read to the meeting. The two main speakers were
Mr. Gerry Lawless, National Organiser of the “Troops Out Movement’ and Mr. Seamus
McCusker, member of Belfast Sinn Féin and also responsible for the ‘Incident Centre’ on the

New Lodge Rd.

On the eve of the meeting,
Mr. McCusker was arrested on
his arrival at Heathrow
Airport London, and taken to
West Drayton Police Station
for interrogation. He was
then detained under the
‘Prevention of Terrorism Act
1974°, photographed,
finger-printed, and told he
would be held for 7 days.
‘Troops Out Movement’
organisers from the Luton
area, who had gone to
London airport to mect Mr.
McCusker, learned from
airport security officials that
he had been arrested and
detained; they then asked to

complaints about the shortage of dustbins in West
Belfast!

As the stalwarts of the WBCA sang the old
refrain, the group the minority delegation had
arranged to turn up arrived and asked to see the full
delegation. On behalf of the GLATC, Tom Pilford
told them he would “love to see them”, but there
just wasn’t the time. At this, the three T.O.M.
supporters denounced the whole affair as a farce and
walked out with those the GLATC had snubbed.

“Get out and stay out” was Tom Pilford’s
response.

CO-OPERATIVES
VISITED

The three then visited a number of co-operatives
that had been set up in Andersonstown, met the
chairman of the Turf Lodge Tenants, saw the Turf
Lodge Incident Centre, the Turf Lodge Social Club,
a park that has been developed for entertainment by
Catholic community, a Gaelic school, a centre of
the Provisional Sinn Féin, several housing areas and a
community garage, meeting: dozens of ordinary
people of Catholic Belfast.

Mike Knowles said later that he was struck by the
unanimity of the hostility to British troops in the
Catholic areas and the desire to see from
Westminster some “declaration of intent” setting a
date for withdrawal. But, he felt, there were
different attitudes on the unification of Ireland.

On the Saturday, the majority of the delegation
turned up unexpectedly at the Turf Lodge Social
Centre. It was clear to the officials of the Centre that
this was an attempt by the GLATC delegation to
avoid, by a token visit, the accusation of not having
been to Catholic community centres. Deciding not
to give these people such ‘cover’, the Centre
members refused the majority delegation
admittance.

The story of the GLATC delegation is the
story of a sorry piece of political contrivance
by which the Communist Party, well
represented on the Greater London
A i tried to fake evidence for its

(ICTU) — not to mention his by kind
invitation of Merlyn Rees, of a British-state
subsidised company.

Like Joe Cooper, Harkin stressed that if troops
were withdrawn there would be a massacre of
Catholics. But as with the other meetings, the only
points of interest came out in the ‘unscripted’
remarks. For instance, he admitted that “the Ulster
Workers Council action exposed the trade unions in
the north of Ireland as representing nobody
politically.”

TROOPS NOT PLAYING
PEACE-KEEPING ROLE

Challenged by Ms. Saes about the role of the
troops, Harkin also admitted that they were not
playing peace-keeping role. But at this point the
majority of the delegation intervened to stop Ms.

middle-of-the-road, middle-of-nowhere
policies, and counter-pose them specifically to
those of the Troops Out Movement. Most of
such attempts succeeded; this time it has been
exposed ‘and we should be grateful to those
who exposed it.

LONDON TRADE UNIONISTS AND
TRADES COUNCILS IN PARTICULAR
SHOULD SEE TO IT THAT THE THREE
WHO EXPOSED THIS FARCE ARE NOT
DISCIPLINED BUT ALLOWED TO
PRESENT A REPORT OF THEIR
FINDINGS TO TRADE UNION AND
OTHER LABOUR MOVEMENT BODIES.

see him but were kept waiting
for four hours before being
allowed to do so. Meanwhile
back in Luton, Sinn Féin
informed the ‘Incident
Centre’ in Belfast of Mr.
McCusker’s detention, and
also contacted the MPs in
Luton and Hemel Hempstead
(who were due to attend the
TOM meeting) and asked
them to contact the Home
Office on the matter — which
they did.

The following afternoon
Mr. McCusker was released
and allowed to continue his
journey to address the Luton
meeting as planned. Neither
the Home Office nor
Scotland Yard appeared

for Mr. McCusker’s arrest. It
is understood they apologised
to him for the inconvenience
caused by detaining him.

Mr. Gerry Lawless,
speaking for the ‘Troops Out
Movement’ told the audience
at the Town Hall that the
British working class had an
absolute  responsibility  for
what was happening in
Northern Ireland. He said,
“Northern Ireland is being
used as a testing ground for
techniques that will
eventually be used against the
British labour movement.
They see Northern Ireland as
just one aspect of the battle
that will be finally fought in
Britain.”

Seamus McCusker,
speaking on behalf of the
Republican Movement, told
the meeting that the verbal
agreements reached with the
British Government when the
cease-fire was set up were
now breaking down rapidly.
“] sometimes wonder”, he
said, “if the army knows
there is a cease-fire on”.
Deliberate harassment and
beating are carried on, on a
widespread scale. They are
training for the time when
they can hold Britain by
force... military force”. “The
army’s function, and only
function, was to maintain the

British b hold on

willing to take resp

Ireland and ordinary troops
were having to do things one
can sce in their faces they do
not want to do. There is
greater fear among
politicians, of working class!
Protestants and  Catholics
getting together, than there is
of the Provisionals blowing
up the Houses of Parliament.

UNANAMOUSLY the
meeting passed a motion
rejecting the idea that any
British imposed institution
could ever result in peace and
justice for the people of
Northern Ireland. “We call
upon the present British
Government to declare that
the only peaceful and lasting
solution can only come about
by the will and determination
of the people of Ireland as a
whole. This conference agrees
that a prerequisite for justice
and peace is the complete and
immediate withdrawal of the
British armed forces and call
upon the Government to act
in accordance to the growing
demands of the people of this
country.”

The meeting was chaired
by Jim Reilly who thanked
the two speakers and the
audience for their attendance.

The film “Men Behind the
Wire” was shown to the
audience before the confer-
ence started.

BALLAD SESSION
DONAGHMEDE INN
Wednesday 30th July 1975

8 pm — 11.30 pm Tickets 50p
Tickets available from 44 Parnell Square

Roger Casement Commemoration

Chairman: Seamus Clarke, Ballycastle.
Chief Marshall: Frank McCarry, Murlough.

Murlough Bay, Co. Antrim
Sunday 3 August 1975
Assembly: 1.30 p.m.

Large
attendance
at funeral

-of Andy

Ennis

We the members of the
Edward Boylan Cumann,
Cloonalough and the entire
Republican Movement
express our decp regret at the
tragic death of Andy Ennis
and we tender our deepest
sympathies to his wife and
family.

Andy was a tireless worker
who put God and his family
first, f)ul he was ever ready to
help anyone in distress: he
was an  extensive farmer,
cattle breeder and former
cattle dealer, He was known
and respected over a very
wide area.

The huge attendance, the
largest ever seen in the dist-
rict, at the removal of the
cortege from Drumkilly
Chapel on Wed. 9th July and
again at the funeral next day,
both testimonies of the high
esteem in which the family
are held.

Problems the result of brutality

(Ar lean. 6 leathanach 1)

stating his religion and other details, he was told that he would be
dumped in the Shankill or the Tiger Bay, notorious “loyalist™ areas.

When T.L.C. complained at this psychological torture, the official
British reply was that they had refused to give their names. In actual
fact, they were not asked their names until takén to the military-R.U.C.
post. And their names already were well known to their torturers.

On July 16 in Hillman Street at 18.30 hours two girls, aged 12 and
14 and two boys, aged nine and 11, were playing outside their own
doors when a Para patrol objected. One of the girls was assaulted. When

the mother objected she was

led an “Iris

whore.” The children were

described as “Irish bastards”. The woman is a semi-invalid, just out of

hospital.

\'
The woman complained to the T.LC. but also to the R.UC, in

North Queen Street. The R.U.C. said

ey could take no action unless

the offending soldiers could be “positively identified,” a virtual

impossibility.

The woman demanded an identifi
official sai
thout justice ref 3
official, was assaulted last week by

not be arranged. The
appeal to the authoritie
Malachy Foors, the Sinn

tion parade: refused. It could
“Here was another case of an

the Scots Guards, who knew his identity. When he complained he was
told to make his complaint to the police!

The killing of the 16-year-old youth, Charles Irvine, on Sunday, July
13, at 00.42 hours, by the Scots Guards, was given as one of the reasons
for the killing of four British troops near Forkill,

A T.LC. spokesman stated: “Young lrvine, who was not a member

had been told previ

ly by soldiers that

of the R

they would kill him. He and Arthur McDonald (17) had bought an old
car and were driving down the Falls Road towards the city centre.
“When they came abreast of a four-man enemy patrol at'the
Sportsman’s Bar, at the corner of Waterford Street, the car back-fired.
Two soldiers dropped on their knees and fired four shots. The car was

about 10 fi

t from them. Lrvine was killed and McDonald wounded.

“The incident outraged the local people. The Scots Guards have a

onth ago they threw a lad through a
ey beat up a 60-year-old woman who
(reported in “An Phoblacht™); “They

have had heavy casualties in Belf!

‘These incidents are just a v of those recorded by Republican truce
supervisors. The record is available to the scrutiny of all interested in
discovering the truth about the Truce. Despite the black record of the
British, the Republican intention is to do everything possible to
:;mumu the Truce as long as there is any possibility, with honour, of
doing so.

Arna thoilsiu ag An Phoblacht, 44 Cearndg Pharnell, 5.A.C., 1.



