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TROOPS OUT NOW!!
SELF DETERMINATION FOR THE
IRISH PEOPLE AS A WHOLE!



People’s Democracy civil rights march ambushed by Loyalists at Burntollet Bridge. LY AL,

1968: The North explodes, as peaceful
Catholic civil rights marchers are attacked
bv police, B Special reserves and Loyalist
mobs. By the end of year N.I. Prime Min-
ister O'Neill has been pushed into vague
promises of reforms.

1969: British troops sent in in August,
after 7 months of escalating violence
beginning with the ambush of the
People’s Democracy Belfast to Derry
march in January. Troops are sent first
to the Bogside, where the inhabitants
have withstood sustained attacks by the
RUC and the B Specials. Self defence and
IRA re-armafhent mark the year. The
Army is welcomed at first. The Official
Unionist Party (OUP) has begun to crack
at the seams as Loyalist opposition to
reforms hardens, and PM O’'Neill is
forced to resign. Minority Stormont MP’s
form Socizl Democratic and Labdur Party
and begin boycotting Stormont.

1970: Army concentrates most of its
activity on rziding and harrassing - the
Catholic ghetto areas, and is seen to be
protecting Orange Order marches. Harsh
new ‘law and order’ measures aimed at

rioters are rushed through Stormont.
Unionists split. Sinn Fein (and the IRA)
split over priority to be given to a'rr.nec{
struggle and the border. At first ‘Officials
sound more ‘left-wing’, but the
‘Provisionals have greater support in most
ghetto areas.

1971: Internment is reintroduced in
August, and hundreds of Catholics are
dragged from their homes and thrown
into prison without trial. Early in the
year, the first soldiers die as IRA begins
attacks on Army. Nationalists respond to
internment with massive protest marches,
no-go areas, a bombing campaign and a
rent and rates strike. A second N.I. Prime
Minister is toppled (Chichester-Clark)
and Faulkner takes over. Unionist splits
widen.

1972: Stormontisdissolved in March, and
replaced by direct rule from Westminster.
In January, the paratroopers Kill 13
unarmed men during an anti-internment
march in Derry (Bloody Sunday). Under
pressure from Unionist politicians, the
Army invades and occupies the nationalist
no-go areas (Operation Motorman). A
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Loyalist terror campaign against Catholigg
begun in the spring continues ang grows
throughout the year (with inevitable
reprisal killings).

1973: Britain’s first attempt at a politicy
solution: a new Assembly, which is to haye
a power-sharing Executive is set up, and
plans are made by the end of the year for
a Council of Ireland to give some recog-
nition to the ‘Irish Dimension’. But
after Assembly elections, only the
Official Unionists and the SDLP are
committed to power-sharing, with the
majority of Unionists against it and the
communities  supporting
Republican demands for an end to the
N.I. State. December talks on a Council
of Ireland (Sunningdale) anger Loyalists.
The Special Powers Act is reactivated,
providing for ‘terrorists’ to be tried in no-
jury courts (although most are stil
interned). Loyalist murder campaign
continues.

1974: The new power-sharing executiv®
takes office in January, and lasts onlY
until the strike in May called by th¢
Ulster Workers Council), which pafa')’s::
Northern Ireland. Power-sharing N
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Turf Lodge women: against Army occupation;, for po//t/ca/ status. Belfast. 7976

with the resignation of the Official
Unionist group from the Executive. In
the October Westminster elections, the
coalition United Ulster Unionist Council
gain bigger majority of Unionist votes.
The Prevention of Terrorism Act is passed
at the end of the year, after a Provisional
IRA bombing campaign in Britain.

1975: Two IRA cease fires during the
year, in return for minor concessions.
The end of internment is announced, and
batches of internees are released. At the
same time, the N.l. Office announces that
from March of the next year, anyone con-
victed of offences connected with
‘terrorism’ will no longer have political
status. (This special category’ — as the
government persisted in calling it — was
won after hunger strikes of republican
prisoners in 1972.) Second attempted
political solution by Britain — a Consti-
tutional Convention) elects a new
potential N.l. government, with hard-line
Unionists winning an absolute majority.
The Convention meets and recommends a
return to majority rule.

1976: The Convention is dissolved, and
direct rule continues. Roy Mason, the
new Labour N.I. Secretary announces the
third try at a solution: eliminate the IRA.
Processing of republican suspects through
the no-jury ‘Diplock’ courts picks up.
In September the first sentenced
republican prisoner to be denied political
status starts the ‘blanket protest’ by
refusing to accept criminalisation,
by wearing prison clothes and doing
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prison work. Britain is found guilty at
Strasbourg Human Rights Court of *
human and degrading treatment’ of
internees who were tortured during
interrogation. Deaths of 2 children when
hit by a car driven by an IRA man who
has just been shot dead by soldiers leads
to formation of the Peace People, imme-
diately promoted by media as the ‘real
voice' of Ulster. Women in Belfast start
the Relatives Action Committee, to fight
for a return of political status.

1977: Mason boasts increased conviction
rate for ‘terrorist’ offences — coinciding
with increased incidence of beatings and
torture of suspects in RUC interrogation
centres. Second Loyalist strike, in May, is

less successful than the one in 1974, but
as price of calling it off, Mason promises
strikers more arms and numbers for RUC
and UDR, more use of SAS. Loyalists
split during strike; some supporting UDI,
some the link with Britain. The Relatives
Action Committess grow; support for
Peace People declines as they denounce
IRA — but not Army or security forces —
violence.

1978: .Despite constant claims by Mason
that the IRA is near defeat, their campaign
of economic bombing escalates. Amnesty
Report finds evidence of RUC ‘mistreat-
ment’ of suspects. ‘H Block’ marches are

a prominent feature of the year, and by
the end of the year Britain is getting a
very bad press as the conditions — and

the protests — of the ‘blanket men’ and
the women prisoners in Armagh get in-
ternational attention.

1979: Tory spokesperson on N.l. Airey
Neave is blown up leaving the House of
Commons by an INLA planted car bomb.
In the new Tory Government elected in
May Humphrey Atkins takes over as N.I.
Secretary — pledges to ‘destroy the men
of violence’ (whe according to a secret
army document are as undestroyed as
ever). Britain refuses to concede political
status, but the first ‘blanket men’ survive
the horrors of H Block and are released,
to massive welcome. In first EEC
elections in the North, Paisley comes out
as by far most populat Unionist figure,
virtually wiping out the Official Unionists.
The ‘blanket protests’ go on, IRA
military activity is at a high level, and
there is no British solution of any kind in
sight.

Soldiers at rest. Belfast, 1970,
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We ask Maura McCrory and Mary Enwright
from West Belfast to look back over the
last 11 years and some of the most im-
portant events. Both women are involved
in the Relatives Action Committees, and
have been since they began in 1976, and

in struggles before the H Block protests.

T.0. What was it like at the time of
the 1968/69 civil rights marches?

Mary Enwright: 1t seemed more a
student thing at first. Everybody from
the nationalist community agreed with
the demands, but initially everybody
couldn’t get involved - people with young
children - it was sort of a new thing.

I remember watching the whole
Burntollet thing on the television, and
when the treatment of the marchers came
on I thought ‘that’s it, the bastards have
started again’. You were not entitled to
march for anything, and when you did
they had just made a conscious decision
that they were going to beat you off the
streets. Thé minority were just not going
to have a say. They were not going to get
simple things like good housing, or fair
whatever.

T.0. Were you surprised at the
Protestant reaction?

Mayra McCrory: No. This is built in
with the Protestants, by the British
government. They didn’t keep the Prot-
estan' s above us because they were
Protestants, but because they were loyal
to them. So we felt like second class
citizens, the same as the .blacks would
feel in England.

T.0. Did you think their demands
would be won?

M_.E. I didn’t honestly think they
would get anywhere, but you felt a sense
of pride that people were again getting
off their knees. You said to yourself,
‘This is great!’.

‘THE ARMY MEANS TROUBLE’

T.0. What did you think when the
army came in?

M.E. ’d have to say there was a sense
of relief, but you knew that wasn’t going
to be the end of it. I remember saying to
my daddy, as we were going down the
road past the soldiers, ‘What do you
think?’, and he says to me, ‘I’ve seen
them here before. The army means
trouble’,

M.M. It was just like a war. Every where
was burning, the roads black with burnt
out cars. Most of the people in those
areas where the streets were burnt out by
Loyalists did feel relieved, because they
thought the army were there to help
them; that they were going to stop the
Protestants.

M.E. You had the Labour government
in then, and Merlyn Rees was sounding
very sympathetic. . . . I heard them with
my own ears on the television saying ‘we
can’t have this discriminatior going on’.
The Labour government was beginning
to listen to what was going on. And you
were taken in because you weren’t
politicised.

Maura McCrory, Chairperson of Belfast Central Relatives Action Committee (IFL)

And then it did hit you. You saw the
change from the so-called peacekeeping
role till they were just in our areas to
keep us down.

T.0. When did people’s views change?

M.M. Curfew came along [in July
1970]. People were actually imprisoned
in their houses. They weren’t allowed to
put their faces out of the door, not even
allowed to go to the window.

M.E. There was a boy shot dead during
the curfew . . . if you just put your face
outside the door . . .

M.M. But while they had the people
imprisoned in their homes what the army
was doing was raiding pubs and shops,
looting and raiding to their hearts’
content. We all organised ourselves into a
big march down the Falls Road and we
went right through, into the curfew area.
Everywhere we went, to give the people a
bit of bread, or a bit of milk where they
had kids told you what the army was
doing. They were just living in fear and
terror. The army had completely changed
their role. But older people said this was
what the army was always'like. It just
took them that length of time to show
their own true face. And then they lost
all credibility.

‘THERE WAS NOBODY THAT
WASN'T TOUCHED BY INTERNMENT’®

M.M. And then the next year intern-
ment came in. The people all set up no
go areas and you weren’t allowed through
unless they knew who you were, The
women got themselves together and
started crash courses of first ajd. We made
teas, did anything we could to help,

M.E. There was nobody that wasn’t
touched by internment. If it wasn’t your
husband it was your brother
your nephew,

M.M. It wasn’t just men they interned
There’s young people now in HBlock
that have been interned from | 5 years of

» Your cousin,

age, and have been let out, and picked up
after a couple of months, and brought in
to Castlereagh with trumped up charges
against them, and they’re back in now,
and on the blanket.

T.0. What had the most effect in
ending internment?

M_E. Basically, what brought intern-
ment to an end was the pressure that was
on the streets aligned with the military
really large. . . Marches everywhere.

M.M. When the Kesh was burned
down [in 1974] you couldn’t have got
moving on the Falls Road - from the
bottom to the top, everybody was out.

M.E. Of course, internationally it was
very bad for the Brits to have internment
because you’re held without trial. And
being the hypocrites that they are, they
didn’t like the name they were getting.
So they thought up something different,
which was legalised internment: Lift
them and hold them on remand for a
long time. And next you had the Diplock
no-jury courts — supposedly because the
juries were all being intimidated, but
really because they wanted internment,
but they didn’t want it on the books.

‘THE WOMEN UNDERSTOOD’

T.0.Up until the Relatives Action
Committees got going, how were the
women organised? And what did they
do?

M.M. During internment and the n0
g0 areas, as I've said, we djd anything W€
could to help.

M.E. The men were on the barricades;
four hours on, four hours off, and they
went to different houses, and you made
sure there was plenty of food and all
that. But it was always a supportive tyP®
of role that we played then.

M.M. Well, the first aid role was more
or less an independent role for the
women. They could go out if there was
trouble and be along with the men and
look after anybody that was hurt. It w3




the first feeling of independence that the
women really got, and it was from there
that they kept on going.

M.E. It wasn’t just the fact that it was
first aid. For the women, they were
leaving their houses and going out to
meetings, and discussing things. Rt was
the breaking up of staying in the houses.

There were always women who went
on the marches — a lot of women, and
they took their families and all with them.
And there were always women involved
in Sinn Fein, and in the military
campaign. But women weren’t really
organised.

The Relatives Action Committees was
the first thing that was women actually
getting together, and getting organised,
and deciding politically what they wanted
to do. That’s not to say that the RAC is
all women — it isn’t. But initially, when it
got off the ground it was all women. It
was women who had done Green Cross
[prisoners welfare], and who had always
been involved.

And when the political status issue
came along, they just felt that it was time.
There wasn’t really anything being
dore then, because nobody knew wher.

the 1 1.~ prisoner who wouldn’t have
special sta~is would get sentenced.
Everybouy was waiting.

And the women understood that it
was a terribly important thing, and that
the criminalisation policy had to be
broken. We knew that we would have to
get organised for when the first prisoner
got sentenced.

IT WAS A THING THEY COULD
WORK ON’

M_M. All the organisations were
campaigning on a broader base; ‘Brits out’,
and what have you, and we wanted to
work on a single issue, because we thought
that this would be the easiest thing won,
and the quickest thing won. And that
once it was won, it would show to the
world that there is a war going on here.

Then we could work on troops out.
This is why, I think, the women became
involved — because it was a one-issue
thing that they could work on. And it
was so close to their whole way of life
that they felt they had to become
involved. Not to become involved was to
let their children down.

M.E. But while the Relatives Action
Committees were a single issue campaign
on political status, we couldn’t ignore
repression and harrassment; and the
Diplock Courts. Part of our constitution
is that we take in all of these things,
because they relate to the H Blocks.
You can’t just say ‘H Block’ and
‘Political Status’, you have to explain
why they are entitled to it,

‘GET THE TROOPS OUT’

T.0. Over the 11 years, do you see any
difference between Labour and Tory
policy?

M.E. No. One appears not so blatant
as the other, but there really isn’t any
difference in the way they look at Ireland.
Neither of them will take any sort of
stand that is going to give us what we

want, which is basically self determination
for the Irish people, and get the troops
out.

T.0. A lot of people in England still
believe there’d be more trouble if the
troops left.

M.E. If those people would just come
and look around, even for a day, they’ll
realise that the troops aren’t here to do
peacekeeping, they’re here to keep us
down. ‘Keep the Paddies down’, ‘keep
them on their knees’. But they're off
their knees, and there’s no way you can
turn back the clock.

M.M. If the British totally withdrew,
there wouldn’t be any problems that we
couldn’t solve as Irish people. This blood-
bath thing that is supposed to be hanging
over our heads — that’s British
propaganda. The Irish people know that
they can handle what problems come,
and they’ll not be as bad as what they
try to make out.

M.E. We have people dying now. We
have innocent people being murdered.
People are dying in the jails — that’s just
a slow death. I don’t see that the position
would be worse at all. There’s no way
that if the Brits withdraw we’re all going
to be out murdering each other.

It would be an awful big help to us if
the troops were withdrawn tomorrow.
You see, if the troops weren’t there, what
would the Loyalists do? Although they
have the RUC and the UDR, still they
want the British troops to back them up.
So if you take them out, they’re going to
have to come to some arrangement. I’m -
not sure what that is, but it is up to the
Irish people to do it.

‘YOU GET MORE POLITICAL’

T.0. Looking back over the whole
period, what do you see has changed?

M.E. You got more political. Before
this thing started I never was interested
in politics. You were just a second class
citizen and you just went along with it.

First of all, you realised that just
living’s political — especially in the situa-
tion that we’re forced to live in. Then
you said to yourself, okay, how do we go
about it, we’ll go out on the streets and
we’ll march — like the civil rights people
did, and they got on the streets and
marched and they were beat off the
streets.

Young people who were at school
when the civil rights movement started
saw what happened, and they realised
that all the marches in the world wasn’t
going to get us anything. That while you
do need people in the streets, without the
armed struggle you’d just have been
second class citizens all over again,

M.M, If the government had given in
and implemented reforms early on there
probably wouldn’t have been a lot of
trouble, because people would have taken
whatever crumbs they were prepared to
throw out. But they didn’t. They just put
the boot down every time. And the
people, once they had risen, felt it very
difficult to go back again, so a lot of the
people just armed themselves and got
into the IRA. Because it was the only
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way. And to this day things haven’t
changed.

I think the civil rights movement
failed because they were trying to dissoc-
iate themselves from the people who were
carrying on the armed struggle. But what
it did do was to leave the people feeling
that they could do something as a mass.
and that feeling never left the people.

The Republican movement got that
feeling back when they worked with
people. And they got full support, and
they still have it today. When the Relatives
Action Committees came about the
people still had the feeling in them that
they could do something. But it does take
both things. It does take mass action, but
you must always have the military
struggle.

IT'S ALL LEARNING’

T.0. What other kinds of organising
have gone?

M.M. People have formed themselves
into associations — like the peoples
co-op, and the taxi associations.

M.E. You have a couple of co-ops in
West Belfast. People will blame them for
not doing one thing, or another, but they
are trying, by trial and error, to do
something for the people. You have
people getting involved in community
things. It is the people themselves
organising these things that wouldn’t
have been done before. When people
get that wee bit of power they begin
to realise that the ordinary people
could run the country much better
than Labour or Conservatives. But
it’s all learning.

In ten years we’ve all learned a lot.
And what mightni we learn in 20 years?
Because it’s 'going to go on a long time.

People would like it to be over tomorrow,

but there’s no way it’s going to be over
tomorrow. The start of it is to get the
troops out, but that’s only the start.

Ireland: the issues at stake. Revolution-
ary Communist Tendency Dayschool.
Saturday 1 September, 10 am. — S p.m.
Speakers: Frank Richards, Phil Murphy.
7 p.m. ‘Patriot Game’ film. For further
details ring 01 274 3951.
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CHANGING
WITH

When in print, the 7imes newspaper, like
all the British press, trusted whole-
heartedly in the machinery of bourgeois
democracy, especially its most sacro-
sanct aspects — Parliament and the legal
system. More than any other daily it
mirrored establishment thinking and the
traditional British values such as justice
being ‘seen to be done’, rather than it
actually taking place.

However, through ten years struggle in
the North of Ireland these ‘magnanimous
traditions’ gave support to a corrupt status
quo and papers like the 7/mes only reluc-
tantly criticised the worst of Stormont
excesses and abuses when these were
clearly exposed by the early Civil Rights
Movement.

The following editorials show how the
establishment propagandists portrayed
the situation, justifying the state’s every
excess yet realising its limitations, only to
come to a state gen years later when each
repressive measure had been surpassed and
what one day was described as ‘unthink-
able’ the next day became ‘justifiable’.

After fifty years the broken facade of
democracy in the North forced a reluctant
British establishment to admit to some
long standing Nationalist grievances.

e

}/ QUESTIONS FOR ULSTER

/  The Londonderry demonstrations
{were held in defiance of a ban op them.
iBut such bans on demonstrations arc J
{ quite usual in Ulster, and this 'demon-
| stration was planned to protest against
{ jerrymandering of electoral boundarics

which few deny is widespread in Ulster
\‘ and amounts to u scund;,:] in London-
Y derry itse
But hopefully some reforms from Stor-
mont would stop any disorder and pre-
clude the building of a mass movement,

— AN e —
LA WAY FORWARD FOR ULSTER
The organizers of the civil rights

campaign in Northern Ireland should
! ease up for a bit, even on a calculation
of the interests of the cause they espouse.
Useful concessions have already been
won trom the Stormont Government,

.
SN

pram—e Ly N

The minority still has gnievances, Who
has not? « o2 v o

o

Jo «S0 fur, ut the price of some temporary
loss of civil control, the police huave
prevented a scrious clash,  But il the
leaders of the civil rights movement
persevere in their mass tuctics the puce
will get hotter, with a serious risk of

dirocder G RT3 T 66T

P e

PRINTING HOUSE SQUARE, LONDON,

Still with trust in the reformability of
Stormont and the system, the election is
seen to offer a chance for moderation
through Terrance O'Neill, county squire
and member of the Orange Lodge.

A COUPON FOR ULSTER? §

The Unionist Party has been in poli-
 ical control ever since the foundation of
the Northem Ireland Parlizment nearly
fifty years ago. It began as, and has
remained, a sectarian party of the
majority. It would be quite wrong to say
that the governments it has provided
have governed solely in the interests of
that majority. There
fhave been indications of solid popular
approval for the reforming moderation
f Captain O'Neill's Government and
or.the abatement of communal distrust ;
hich is its objective. ,"‘"‘“‘5/2/’—“",57

c«a oo o

Could this be a genuine change of heart
from the Unionist ascendancy after fifty
years of one party rule, controlling the
courts, police, civil, service, housing and
all the major N. Irish institutions?

s e

ULSTER SHOWS THE WAY

/ The new government at Stormont is
/firmly committed to the introduction
\ of a universal adult franchise for the

next local elections. . . .
... It is a long time since the rest
of the United Kingdom has been able
g to look to Northern Ireland for a lead
‘ in constitutional improvement. The
lead has now been given, and it ought
‘ to be followed. 16/5 /%9

Well, these reforms take time and Stor-
mont /s trying, but what's this about the
troops going in? That is not a good idea.

!

£

OB VIOLENCE IN ULSTER
I'hat leaves the possibihity ol cithes
bringing in the British police or of
using  troops " for  crowd  control.
; Neither adew s ikely (0 be regarded
with tavour in London, where there
{ is a semsible determination to leuve
the preservation of order in Nurlh-‘
boen drelind 1o Northern Irishmen, |
Pven a limited intervention would |
| be u move that could have gruve
consequences both for Ulster and lhl.'(

feget of the Unijed Kinedom )
4‘7‘3\79';7-‘" e PEFGARAL S LRV 4
On the other hand, given the present
situation . , . .

' ARMS OVER ULSTER Y

qu rule has parts of Ulster in

its grip, und both the Northern Irish

and lhg United Kingdom authorities

h;‘nvc n‘ghlly recognized the necessity

| of calling on the army 10 assist in
\ the work of pacification, v ¢ « e

et dE

E.C.4. TELEPHONE: 01-236 2000
Slhg R s s hantioups ;{rc)
¥ instructed to’ be strictly lm;'m:;l;n:nlg
between the two main CUn-lkn"..le(g‘
&tidc\’; their presence will b; )‘u»n,‘| ‘
if it allows the search for civil pgaz
and civil prograss to be resumed.
.But wnen British troops are
oncedcd 1o kcep order In the :ux
counties, nearly flifty years after p.;)r-
iti then the possibility must ¢\
Fubed settlement has/

fuced that the Irish
: a failure. o ,..../
. _Ql‘:"’cd a ‘n" e 7

WHAT THE TROOPS
MEAN

Tehe two principal cities of
Northern Ireland are now patrolled
by British troops, who alone can pre-
vent Protestant and Catholic Irish
from killing one another, and who
alone can preserve the rud_iments of
public order in the six counties.

1578 TET

NEXT STEPS IN ULSTE;{}

The calm that returned yestcrday1
to the streets of Northern Ircland
was not enforced by the troops now
patrolling them. It came because
troops are acceptable to both com-
munities as disciplined and impartial
instruments of order. 1t will last only
so long as they remain uacceptable.
There is very little risk that they will
lose that good opinion through any
illdiscipline, partiality or bungled
leadership on their part. i

If the peace of Ulster hinged only

on the conduct of the soldiery one
could count the trouble as over

13/% /69

e

Surely a settlement is finally at hand with
the arrival of everyone’s hero, Home Sec-
reta_ry Jim Callaghan, a man of action and
positive ideas — no relation to a present
Labour Party leader.

RECONCILIATION

The

tnsh Avatar was the ti (
one of Hie s

Byron's scurrilous

celebrating a visitation by CCOF;;’:”R;
t(? 'tha! part of his kingdom. .. Mr
Callag_hun S remarkable progress round
t‘hcA Six Counties gives him a fairer
claim to that title. He did indeed
dcsge_ml into the fallen world of Ulster
lpolmgs_ like the incarnation of a spirit
|nl1qh|(1ng a different plane of political
reality. With a sure political touch he

—_———

::;flz:n‘\; everybody's confidant the
odime i ,
l Ahadly nt of moderation and helpful

an object of hope f.
who want both peace pe for those

the province, . J and justice in



Looking further ahead, one may
‘ two suggestions. The liberal

ffer $ arm i
orcscripli(’" is for the two typess of Y as a colonial oppressor!
Ulstermen to get to like or at least

(olerate cach other, and to stop harp-
ing on the things that differentiate

hem.

WHY THE ARMY IS THERE
Foreign governments should be
extremely cautious of proceeding on
any other assumption, and purticu-
larly on the crude distortion that the’
role of the British Government and
Aty in Northern Treland is that of
a volonmal opprassor. The Trish them-
selves will not be.served by that
misconception. There is real dunger
of civil war which would spread
throughout the island. 1t is held back
by the presence and operations of the

@i\h‘irm_\' 372 A

20/8/°6%

gut contrary to establishment optimism
matters yet again go from bad to worse
and another state excess is shown to be
justified given the present situation. . ,

~ A SAD NECESSITY

Indcfinite detention without trial is
aways repugnant. It breachey the
8 most fundamental of civil libe ties
and the first principle of the rule of
Jaw. 1t is justified only when the
wfety of the state is at risk, or when
the secunty of persons and property
can no longer be defended without it.
Those extreme conditions now exist
in the province of Northern Ireland,
and have existed there for some time
past. There is an organized and
armed attempt to overthrow the poli-
peal order by violence. 1t has not
been eradicated, and is not being von-
tained, by due process of law. T'he ]
gwation is one which fully jusufies }
the use of emergency pgiwers.
70/8 |71
Forget, now, any justification. The
important question is, will it work?

irreformable, was not totally bad.

‘,‘ THE FALL OF STORMONT

The Stormont Parliament met for the
\ last time yesterday before its proroga-
tion and the suspension of its powers.

To cast the Stormont system or lhe]
men who operated it as villains of
the picce, as the factor principally)
responsible for the ruin of policy in
Northern Ireland, is mere prejudice.
It is one element among many that
has proved inadequate for the pacifi-
cation of Ireland. Stormont falls
because it is more vulnerable, not
greatly more culpable, than the Dail

o Westminser_ o 77

NTERNMENT IN ULSTER-AND AFTERY Ay sallforoven oG LERISsSIRn:

Resort to internment was had for

Now foreign propaganda is showing the

Well even Stormont, although completely

that purpose. It is too soon to say
that the gamble has hot come off,
but not too soon to say that it does
not look as if it is coming off. The
kick-back was sharper than expected.
The arrests and the army’s more
active, and more lethal, operations
that followed have consolidated and
estranged the Roman Catholic com-
munity to a greater degree than ever. . .
Republicun propaganda is bringing

the army into disrepute.
20/% 7/

It is tragic and shocking that so
many people should have been
wounded in Central London
yesterday in outrages that cannot
even serve their intended pur-
pOSEIi s

.«+It is less important that the !
IRA should be proscribed, than
that there should be powers of
arrest and search without warrant,
and of brief detention, in sus-
pected emergency i and - that
there should be powers of eaxpul.

More unfavourable publicity for the army, sion of Irish nationals  more
but a Tribunal will appease international effective than tl vl
citicism and create an illusion of justice - ably 7/3 /73

beingdone, After all, you can’t charge the
Qusen's Arpiy with mirder Five years on and British troops are still
playing the role of peacekeepers, main-

2/ % taining law and order.
W’ﬁif:z

THE DEATHS IN DERRY ’

The Government's prompt institution

of a judicial inquiry into Sunday's |
events in Londonderry should do
conflict of testimony, military, cleri-

Why Army
fears talk of withdrawal

from Ulster

| Many
koldiers, and especially their
wives would rejoice at the op-
portunity to bid farewell to this
northern tip of the Emerald
Isle for ever, and all of them
greet the end of a tour of duty
there with total relief. But the
Army as a body recognized that
it cannot just pack up gnd
vcome home. o e oo

something to relieve the tension. The
cal and lay, concerning the circum-
stances in which thirtcen men met
their ‘dcalhs leaves too great an un-
certainty about what occurred and

Where responsibility falls. An attempt
" Ust be mude to establish the facts.

THE BOMBS COME TO LONDON

»+S0 one is le(t with this secur:
ity stalemate. The situation is
prevented from getting very
much worse by the vigilance
and dcdication of the A‘r_nﬂ and
E

ihe_prlicse)  7/57 74

With ten years gone, and past hopes and
prognostications in ruins, the scurity
forces are getting a lot more bad publicity
than before. Well, the Times is still not
convinced by any of these allegations.
The police and Army are still there to
maintain law and order-. . . .-

- A DISPASSIONATE JUDGMENT
A

“Torture ” never was the right
word for the treatment inflicted
on fourteen IRA suspects by the
security  forces  in - Northern
freland In one week in the
autumn of 1971, treatment which
has been condemned first ')y the
Luropean Commission on Humun
Rights and now by the Court as
an infraction of the European
Convention.  *“Torture” is an
wltimate word. -, . =

«++That is not the purpose of the,
tcchniques of sensory depriva
tion, which formed the main
cubject of complaint by the Irish
Government against the British
Government, nor must it be the
result. The purpose is to induce
a state of temporary disorienta- ;
ten and distraction of rhe wiH’
in which the victim may be moro;)

sily led by his igterrozator,”
= 79773

AMNESTY AND ULSTER

e

Amnesty International is very
confident of its conclusions about
allegations of ill-treatment ol
suspects under police intervoga-
tion in Northern lreland. Yet one
needs tv bear in mind the limita- 3
tions of its inquiry. - - -

|

- »Both the extraction of a con-
fession by physical abuse and
the fabrication of evidence to
look like that are antecedently
plausible explanations. And the

s are high on both sides

‘4 [/ 2R

And so the Times progressed from acquies-
cing to some paltry initial reforms in 68
to condoning torture in 78. As the Times
is no longer with us, perhaps we can look
to the Guardian for a new lead?

It
seems to me, therefore’ that

we cannot and ought not to
envisage another decade of
British  powcrlessness — and
failure and ought to he pice
pared at least lo adnut to the
world that she can sce no -
answer to the proMem. Help |

is needed.
25/ /%9

May we proffet a solution:

TROOPS OUT NOW. SELF DETERMIN—
ATION FOR ALL THE IRISH PEOPLE.
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WHAT |
DID IN THE §

IRISH
WAR. . .

BY A
SOLDIER

More and more soldiers are becoming ready to come out and
explain from the inside what the role of the British Army in
Ireland really is, and what life’s like in the ‘other ranks’. Relow
we print excerpts from an interview with ‘Billy Johnstone’,

an ex-soldier who was born a Catholic in Glasgow. Extracts
from the same interview have also appeared in Socialist
Worker.

‘JOIN THE FORCES OR GO TO BORSTAL’

It was 1962. I was 15 and doing my apprenticeship, and I
got in trouble with the police a few times. Sheriff James
Langmuir sat in the Magistrates Court in Glasgow at this time
and he was infamous. If you went in front of him and you had
more than a few convictions, he’d tell you to go to join the
forces or he’d send you tc borstal. I got arrested a couple more
times and then I got the alternative — I had to report back at
2 o’clock that day with evidence that I was going to join up. So
I went to the Careers Office. They gave me an aptitude test
and an hour later I was swore in and I got my bible and my
shilling. I swore on the Queen’s head that I’d defend the
Queen and all her lands and all that cobblers and then you’re
supposed to keep the shilling forever. So I reported back to
the Sheriff at 2 o’clock and he congratulated me for being a
clever boy.

(Camerawork)

Philip Jones Griffiths/Magnum

‘WHY SHOULD WE STAY ON?’

‘From there it was the humdrum life of the Army. And I
thought, what the hell is this? Is there nothing else? So I went
up to see the Regimental Paymaster and I told him, I was so
naive, “I want to buy myself out”, “Oh you can’t do that”,
he says. “Why not 7, I said. “I was told in my training £20
within 28 days and £250 after that. I’ve got the money.
What’s stopping me?”. He says, “Firstly you have to do

your three years”. I says: “Nobody told me that in my
training.” [After that] . .. I was so down, so pissed off, I says
to myself “I’m in a rut, what can I do with myself?”” So I
joined in with the worst dozen men in the British Army, They
disobeyed orders. If they didn’t want to parade, they didn’t
parade. If they wanted to piss they went to piss. They just sort
of shunned the British Army. But we were in and out of nick
[military prison], in and out of nick.

‘Anyway, I used to talk to these guys: “Why should we stay
in?”” and one Saturday, we were all sitting there drunk and I
brought up the idea of if we could save money to afford a
farewell party for one of the guys, why couldn’t we save up

enough money for one of us to get out? And get it paid back.
Because when you eventually get your discharge you get all
your credits and back pay and all the rest of the money they
owe you, so you usually get handed about £150 or £200. Then
if you got given this money all you had to do was post it back
to one of us. That way the money out of the kitty would only
be gone for 2 or 3 days at most. And then we could save up
another lot of it and get another guy out.

‘People were a bit reluctant at first, but after we spent
about 6 weeks talking about it, we got it down to about 6 of
us and the first guy that went was a guy called Les. We got
him out, and, true to his word he sent the money back about a
month later and then it was back in the kitty. We got another
guy out as well. But by this time we weren’t actually sticking
to our word, we were dipping into the money. It wasn’t like
everybody was doing it one hundred per cent. My heart was in
it, but some weeks guys wouldn’t pay up and you had to go
hounding them. Anyway, one night I was in bed and the

military police came. They went through my locker and I got
56 days nick.

‘YOU'VE GOT TO GO PADDY BASHING’

‘It came to 69. We’d heard that the British Army was being
sent as a peacekeeping force to Ulster. A couple of months
after that, there was this guy came round to our regiment from
the Royal Greenjackets which is one of the crack infantry
regiments, and he asked for volunteers to g0 to Ireland. They
couldn’t get enough volunteers from the Greenjackets to make
up the strength.

‘I was in the nick at the time and they came into the nick
and asked if we’d like to get out. I says “of course we want to
get out of nick, what have we got to do?”. And he says:
“You’ve got to go Paddy bashing, you’ve got to go to Ireland
and go Paddy bashing”. I says: “What do you mean, we’ve got
to go Paddy bashing?”. And he sayst “The 4th battalion of the
Royal Greenjackets is short by 40 men, and they want 40 men
to go with them to Ireland to do a four months tour 40
volunteers.” '

‘This was before the British Army started sending in
regiments. What they did initially, was they called for
volunteers, and probably went into the nicks just the same as
they did in our regiment, and called for volunteers from gusy
that were bored, fed up and disgusted and, as they thought, all
the reprobates in the British Army. So they asked us if we
wanted to go and I says: “Yeah, I'll go”,

10



yways there wetr~e eieien vt?llunteers from our regimen;.

were §oing t0 ight —as ey called it — urhap warfare
A¥ " nad absolutely no training in urban warfare I didn’t '
And W « what nrban warfare meant. I couldn’t g
even ? what urban meant.

ind K1Y
WHAT THE FUCK AM |

g0 off We went to Lo.ndonderry. They took us to a car

’ on the top of th_c Dlamond.where they had some nissen
pﬂf}‘ And I'd never did a patrol in my life and we were

huts. ‘scd to go out in the street. They used to send us out in
sup%o" faces blacked up, six man patrols, where we were to
the da) jong the road, and in and out of doorways and where
y people walking by you . . . and little kiddies . . .

¢ lying on the pavement, covering each other with

‘

pell it, never

sn(’ak a
there Were
gnd you Wer

F‘m‘;‘,e used to man this s_ort of turnstile on the walls of the
Bogside [a Catholic area in I?erry] - When people went back
into the Bogside they weren’t searched, it was only coming out
of the Bogside. There was this hut by it with a submachine

cun in it. When I was in that hut I says to myself, that we’d
peen told before we went that if there was any shooting,

vou'd a card which you read out. “Halt, who goes there?” —
1l this shit. And this takes about ten minutes and if somebody
tad a weapon, you’d be dead nine minutes ago. But in the hut
[wondered: “What the fuck am I supposed to do with these
quns?”. I mean, if somebody comes through here shouting and
bawling and digging into their bags, what am I supposed to do?
Shout, “Halt, hold on, open your bag and let me see what’s in
it”.2 Or am I supposed to open fire and blast away? So I says
to this corporal, “What am I supposed to do if somebody

starts throwing bottles at me?”” He says, “If they’ve got petrol
bombs, shoot them. If you’re sure they’ve got a gun, shoot
them. If in doubt, shoot. Just shoot, and that lets us get our
ammunition together and get down”.

‘IT WAS THE CATHOLIC
POPULATION YOU WERE FIGHTING’

‘Before my second tour we did this intensive training in a
Place built up like a miniature Isle of Dogs or a miniature
Hackney. We’d to practice patrolling a hostile area. So you
Went up this street and it was all quiet. You had a specific
f0ute to go. And they had shops and shop windows, and
“maginary goods laid out and cardboard copies of people
Belting served. And we came around about the third turning
énd it was deadly quiet. And all of a sudden you would hear
fﬁusw starting up, like “Sean South of Garryowen’” and of
ZOurse that was supposed to put you on the alert. And all of
WSUdden this window would open, and this cardboard figu're
wgtﬁg lea{, out with a cardboard rifle, and this tape recordmg’
and bl,go Phht, phht’. And everybody had to go ‘boom, boom

. astit to fucking bits.
amm d.(?fco‘”se you'd have fired off about 300 rounds of
lhe,e‘»gul:m" by the time you got round the first street. Ancli
our of i ¢ the ‘Soldiers Song’ playing, and shamwcks hanging
Wwhite Imaginary window boxes, and streets pa{nted green,
Wag lhing gold: ... Seriously, it was a bit one-sided, like. It
Repupy; atholic population you were fighting. It was the
Nobog cain movement you were fighting. You weren t fighting
figure Zoe se. And you’d get doors opening, and yolu.d geta
‘by ming out with a pram, and you’d get the idiots going

°%m, boom’, shooting it.

i 'IT WAS SO ONE-SIDED’

Attry :':s“ﬁ) g;nt bfxck to Londonderry that seconfi time, the
Bobuiation g ao a:amst the Provos — or tl}e Catholic

Wi on ‘I aw f)le, but then all Catholics were Provos. I
phoeh W;’]l rolin th}s Protestant street. At one end of the street
Ian} _ with a bx‘g horse and King Billy on it ana even the

P-posts were painted red, white and blue. This lady came
out anq asked us if we wanted to go in for tea. And I went
into this house and I was astonished because the mantelpiece
had three rubber bullets on one side, three at the other and
rf)unds of ammunition, all different sizes, and they were all
live!. Don’t tell me there wasn’t an NCO above the rank of me
had been there for a cup of tea. There must have been because
they were so friendly like. And this old guy was sitting there
and talking about the B Specials, and then he reached into this
drawer and showed me this great revolver — and it was loaded.
So that was enough for me. I went back outside and I called
up. I told them we had an incident. They asked me what had
happened and I told them briefly that I'd seen some
ammunition on the mantelpiece. So anyway out they come,
40 or 50 of them and the officer of the evening. And I told
him: “The mantelpiece is full of live ammunition, rubber
bullets, SLR bullets, 9 millimetre bullets. Half of them
Army issue. So where did they get them? Plus the old guy has
a gun in his drawer”.

‘So the next thing this officer went in and everybody was
delegated back to camp and we were told to get on with the
patrol. And that was the last of it. No one was arrested. So
what did happen? Did they just go in and tell him to take
them off the mantelpiece and put them back in the drawer? I
think this is what did happen, because nobody was arrested.

‘It was so one-sided. It was alright for people in the correct
area to have guns and ammunition, but if it happened to be
the Bogside, they weren’t allowed.

i

‘NO MORE WAS THE ARMY
AT ALL A PEACEKEEPING FORCE’

‘In Ireland you had six hours on duty, six hours off, six on,
six off and the next six off you were on standby. This went on
for 6 days when you got 12 hours off. In the six hours off you
have to sleep, eat and shower and do your kit for going back
on the street. You can imagine after 4 days what sort of a
state you are in. If you are on standby you are on two minute
alert. You get 50 men who are half asleep and who are
shattered after seven six hour shifts on and off. They don’t
know their arse from their elbow. And they go in there and if
it’s a case of shooting guns, they don’t know where they’re
shooting or who they are shooting, becauuse it’s all within tWo
or three minutes, they are on the site and boom they are in
action,

‘The first time [ went to Ireland in 1969-70 they arrested
people but tried to talk to them. On the second occasion, in
1972 they were so much more ferocious — it was a case of
in there, thump, wallop, bang. Arrest as many as you could.
The RUC had so much less to do the second time I was there.
It was all military. I was only in Belfast a couple of weeks.
There was a place called Divis Flats and there was some
trouble there and therg was one place we kept raiding. It was
silly. I used to say to the guys, “what’s on patrol tonight?”’.
“Oh, we're going to the Divis. We're going to spend a couple of
hours in there harrassing people”. The Divis Flats is a favourite
toy with the troops in Belfast.

“That’s one of the things I really saw. No more was the
Army at all a peacekeeping force, but it was there to keep the
people in the Republican areas absolutely oppressed.’
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