


Uiy istervien with lrading members of People’s Democragy took placein *
Dérryon the evening of April 20 1969, as the erisic w hich was finaily il
siseat O°Nesll opened. Three days previonsly, Bernadette Devisn b dbewn.
eiected tn Mid-Ulster. On the previous evening, a muareh tHr ough Burntoller
bad been bayned, and a prefest in Derry bad exploded into a ﬁdl—mrlt i
confrontation between the police and the Catholic working r/d;.r_,-,‘;:,T@ef il

Pa:"z‘fc"{f?m;,z‘.r it this interview arer- Liam Bmf”': 23, student and member
of Ouees’s University RSSE; Berwadette Devlin, 22, studens at Dueen's

e AN P Mike Earrell, a3, technical collsge lecturer and member

of 1be execuiive of the Northern: Ireland Civil Rights Assaciation; .

Eamam McCamn, 2 6, tnemployed and member of the Derry Yoﬂwg 3

(S b} . £ ™

sty Cyrsd Tamsan, 26, technical college lecturer, A part from Liam

i the participants stood for PD in the Stormont elections,

i Peepﬁe% Democracy:
~aDiscussion on Strategy

Huw did the Civil Rights movement and People’s Democracy stars
g wiat is their relationship 1o bach other?

Farrell. Formally the Civil Rights Association has been going

OT ZDOUL WO years and was conceived by its founders as an
ali-party ofganization similar to/ the National Couneil for Civil

Liberties in England. It went out of its way, for! example, to ».x{
ensure that there was a pet Undonist on its executive. The:
tendency’ which wants to keep the crA 28 a broad class-
collaborating organization still remaing within it,

McCann, The cra beh

MeC ‘ aved in the manner of all such organi.zations; (i
1t did nothing

ftdidn €XCept Issue press statements calling on the
Unionist: Government to he g bit more liberal, Then in August 8 |

annon decided to have a Civil * &
er the allocation of housing in that

196¢ 2 number of people in Dung
Rights march to protest oy
- area, |

z §




They invited the cra, as the relevant organization, to lead the march,
which it did. The march was stopped by Craig and the Paisleyites.
After Dungannon some of us decided to have a Civil Rights march in
Derry on October sth, That march met with the most appalling and
partisan brutality on the part of the police. The Civil Rights morement
began then, and the crA has been swamped in the movement,

People’s Democracy began as a result of the police behaviour in Dcrrv
on October sth. A aumber of Queens University students who were
among the Civil Rights marchers went back to Belfast and organized a
march there in protest against the police brutality. That march was also
stopped and the students returned to the University somewhat demorai-
ized and very confused. They began talking about what they should do
and PD emerged from that discussion.

Farrell. But »D is not just part of the Civil Rights movement, it is a
rcvo‘unonat}' association. Its formation was consxderaoiy iniluenced by
the Sorbonne Assembly and by concepts of libertarianism as weil as
socai:sm. It has adopted a very democratictvpc of structurs; there is 0o
ormal membership and all mectings are open. At the moment this
stracture is not wcmqng very sans"actorm' and I think it will be
necessary, within the overall framework, 1o find a way of introducing a
little more co-ordination. I had hoped that the 2 would realise the
necessity of taking a stand on class issues, and would thercfore rans-
form itself into a oroadlv socialist body, though 4 non-sectarian one in
which socialists of several different tendencies could co-operate. I no
longer think this will happen of its own accord. There have recently
been some sharp disagreements within »p and differences have arisen
between socialists and 2n alliance of anarchists and right wingess.

Had 152 militasts in vD worked together before it was formed?

Farreli. The people who were batoned in Derry on October sth and
who were involved in the subsequent formation of PD were mainiy
members of the Young Socialist Alliance. They travelled to Decry
together as the Young Socialist Alliance, which ar thar time was about
30 or 4c strong and consisted of studenrs and recent graduates of
Queens, and they were responsible for the subsequent protest in Belfast.
So right from the start the Young Socialist Alliance was the core of
Peoples’ Democracy, It involved three of the people who are here now.

Your central demands appear at first sight to be reformist - one man, oxe job and
one family, one bouse. Why have you focussed on these specific issues?

McCann. Because the transformation of Irish society necessary to im-
plemeat these reforms is a revolution, We are definitely in a pre-
revolutionary situation in the north. The Unionist Party must give
something to the pope-heads of Derry to get them off the streets, but
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if they wive them anything the Unionist party will break up
supporting these demands in a militant manner, we are S“PPOftmg; :
dernands and we are striking hard against the ruling political party,
Farrell, Our general strategy in the past was that we should ente
the Civil Rights movement in ordet to participate 1o the mobiliz
and radicalization of the Catholic working class, and to radicalize the
clves. We should now move forward in two

civil rights demands thems .
wavs. 1. We should complete the ideological development of th

Catholic working class 2. We should developiconcrete agitational wofkl
over housing and jobs to show the class interests of both Catholics and
Protestants. We have delaved far too Iong trying to develop the ideology
of the Catholic working class and agitating on specific class issues. It
is certainly now time that People’s Democracy became an organization
capable of carrying out this agitational work, for example, producing
leafiets and—more important—a paper which carries analyses of that
situation. If o can’t do this then it is time for the socialists in the 2D
and in the Civil Rights movement to form a direct socialist organiza-

{1en.

AMcCann. In fact we have failed to get our position across. We keep
aving parrot-like that we are fighting on working-class issues for
working-class unity, that our objective is a workers’ and farmers’
socialist republic. But when you say to the pecple in the Bogside area
in Derry that they are being exploited becausc they are workers not
becanse they are Catholics, they are not very inclined to believe you.
A1 their lives they have been told by the Unionist Party that this 1s a
Protestant state for Protestant people, and that pope-heads will be
heaten into the ground if they dare to open their mouths. Moreaver 2
! sumped up opportunist narionalist politicians who have
been the only means of expression of Catholic disconteat, have accepted
he Unionist perspective, and have deepened the religious divide. The
consciousness of the people is still most definitely sectarian. The reason
that we have failed 1o get our position across is that we have failed to
fight any sort of political struggle within the Civil Rights movement,
and rhe rezson for that is that as revolutionary socialists we have been
used, through the years, like revolutionary socialists in England, to
talking 1o teris of people. Now suddenly, since October the 5th: we have
found that we have an audience listening to us and applauding us, of
tens of thousands of people, We got carried away by this, and sub-
merged the Young Socialist Alliance in the pp; we submerged our
politics mwkthc Civik Rights movement. All that we managea 1o get
across was that we were more exrreme than the Civil Rig sople. We
have never made it clear that this dxf;t.::cnt tl‘:lLlinll‘u!ixI\{clg ls‘::lﬁ:’iicﬁ?n“
a political difference, we never made it' Jear :1 we were more
militant; and the rc;srm for that, 1 '1 ~1'~.£ftmu“ il w.?, \;M.t lbcm
et el mass“a :ld'u )& }uc:-, is thiat we have bee
L e Budihs 3 0 m licnce. We thoughrt that we had to
keep these people, bring them along, educare and radicalize them. It
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ras a lot of pompous nonsense and we failed absolutely to change the
| consciousness of the people, The consciousness of the people who are
t.ghting in the strects at the moment is sectatian and bigoted.

Yet you have laken a principled position on the religious issue and bave won a
considerable following. Do you think you bave failed to break the grip of sectarian-
ism evew over the Catbolics who support you?

Farrell. We have radicalized the Catholic working class to quite a con-
siderable extent, and in some degree got across to them the necessity of
non-sectarianism and even the fact that their Protestant fellow worker
is almost as much exploited as they are. But we have failed to get across
at all to the Protestant working class. So there is now a more radicalized
Catholic working class, whilst the Protestant proletariat is still as
remote and inert as ever. 4

McCamm. 1 think this assessment is very wrong. Yesterday in Derr),
after Catholic workers became enraged by the Paisleyites waving the
Union Jack at them, they made for what we call the Fountain area,
which is a Protestant working-class ghetto. As a group of Catholic
workers, they instinctively made for a Protestant working class area
once their emotions had been aroused, and they left no doubt in any~
one’s mind that when they got there they intended 10 beat the day lights
out of any Protestants th») found. I believe that we have failed to get
our position across in the last six months, It is perfectly obvious that
peop*e do still see themselves as Catholics and Protestants, and the cry
‘get the Protestants’ is still very much on the lips of the Catholic work-
ing class. Everyone applauds loudly when one says in a speech that we
are not sectarian, we are fighting for the rights of all Irish workers, but
really that’s because they see this as the new way of getting at the.
Protestants. ;

Toman. That is only partly true. We have not as yet worked very hard
at getting the support of the Protestant workers, but we have radical-
ized the Catholic working class and to a certain extent separated them
from the Catholic middle class. In future we must use the enthusiasm
of the Catholic workers to get across to the Protestant workmg class as.
well. Por example in Armagh a member of the »p who is also a re-.
publican m.m.«ggd to get the local people to form a united tenants’
acuon committee which docs have some Protestant working-class

support,

Farrell. Yes, 1 think that Eamonn’s view is very much conditioned by
Derry. It has certainly been my experience in other areas, particularly
Bannside, where we fought the election and set up civil rights com-
mittees and in Mid-Ulster generally, that there is not this hostility to-
wards Protestants, For example at an election meeting at Moneymore the
other night we were stoned and beaten by extremist Protestants, but
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s were not provoked and did not attempt e
retaliate, I h:\\u.“t‘{*pe:.u}:«_ﬂ_‘,’ found-—though this may Pie fnon-gectatianism
in theory rather than practice-~that if you urge Catholics to aceept
Protestants as their brothers, this is always welmmcr{ witha cheeranda
clap. They are very devoted to the idea of not b.cmg scctar.ian even
when in practice they may not have much opportunity to do this,

N A RN Ay
the peopie supthoIing

Deplin. 1 found myself that I did get through to Protestants while
fighting this election. T had letters of support from Protestants, who
still had the mentality of apologising for the fact, starting off I am 2
Protestant but as a socialist I agree, with everything you say.” Our real
difficulty is the support we get from people who are opposed to the
Unionist party, not because it is capitalist, but because they associate it
with having oppressed them because they are Catholics. Despite the
fact that we are socialist we still get a lot of support from Catholic
capitalists and bigots. I think that the Protestants may be the best of our
supporters because they are the more radical people, and that their
socialism is more radical as they have worked out their positions, The
basis on which we can communicate with the Protestants is by being
honestly socialist.

People outside Northern Ireland fail to appreciate the confusion that
exists here; nobody knows what they want or how to achieve it, and the
sectarian division prevents some people from even discussing these
problems. There are those who say that you must not mention words
ike ‘Republic’, because it raises the fear of a united Ireland in the minds -
of the Protestant working class. Others say ‘Go out and say you are 3
socialist.” Others say that everyone knows you are a socialist but that
one must 1ot 52y 80 because that will offend people who think that
socizlism is communism 2nd is anti-christianity. Finally although I
personally believe there is very little christianity in this country, there is
a lot of religion, and the one way you would unite Protestants and
Catholics is by tryirig to get rid of both churches ar once.

You base reforred to the original march through Burntoller, and yesterday's
“driggle starled fram a protest over the banning of a second march there. To
what exctent have you leafleted the Protestant areas you will be actually marching

througl, explaining 1o them that that the march i« Hob wieant ai aN aggression
againsi thems?

MeCann, Absolutely none, Only occasional, half-hearted efforts have
ever been made at doing this, We have never had a perspective here.

But yo've been trying 1o mareh through these areas since Javsary.

McCann. All we have done is issue little press statements and ranted and
raved at public meetings. There has been no concrete work done be-
cause there is no organization which has been abie to sit down and say
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this ie our perspective, this is our reason for being in the Civil Rights
movement, and what we want out of the Civil Rights movement ¢ A
and B and C and here is how we go and get it. Ali our failutes spring
from the lack of anything even resembling a revolutionary party, You
see, who would issue such a leaflet? Cettainly not the Civil Rights
movement who would never allow us to produce a leaflet explaining to
the Protestant working class our reasons for marching through
Burntollet. The cxa would split immediately because we have uo-
bridgable differences with the so called moderates within the Civil
Rz ghts movement. There is nothmg which exists that could fssue such
leadlet,

Farrell. People’s Democracy could fssue sucha leaflet.
AleCarn. It doesn’t exist here.

Farrell. eple Democracy could do it in Belfast and it could do it in
Derry too, because the People’s Democracy idea exists in Derryand that
would give it enough following to alfow you to issue sucha leaflet.

N Padr M e
1 yos accept Eamony’s acconnt of Dervey, what is the situation in Belfast? Your
Jositiog there seems very weak by comparisen,

Baxzer. The situation in Belfast has not been developed and there bave
been no big ruectings or marches there, but I think that you would get
massive support if you tried 1o hold them there,

Farrell, p was initially an almost wholly student organization and was
reluctant to go on marches in Belfast at times when ordinary workers

could take part, largely because they were afraid that they would be
sectarian. D has now broken dows that barrier and there is a projected
-march for Belfast in the near future. There is every reason to believe
that we shall have a large turn-cut, not because of the strength of the
pp but because of the Republicans who do have a considerable follow-
ing in Belfast behind their theoretically non-sectarian programme.

Is that the Republicans or the Republican Labonr Party?

Toman, The Repyblican mepement, not the Republican Labour Party,
which has pmcnca)l\ no membership and no following except for that
of Gerry Fitt. Fitt is a popular Westminsrer mp because he does good
social work on a nan-sectarian basis, and gets houses for Protestants as
well as Catholics, but he has no coherent political position.

This raises the guestion of yosr own arganization. What is the staie of ##?

Deviin. We are totally unorganized and totally withoue any form of
7




discipiine within ourselves. I'd say thgt ther'.c are Bardly two of us who
ceally agree, and it will take a fot of discussion to get ourselves organ-
zed. The fact of the matter is that everybody knows where they don’t
want us to go, but nobody really kaows what they do want and nobody
is prepared ro organize: we are all madly tearifig off-nowhere.

Toman. A few people did come together before the Westminster

election.

b ; -
Deniin. Yes, about ten or fifteen in a population of more than a million.

Temas. Also, we did attempt to set up a group before the Stormont
elections in January, but that too fell into abeyance. The Stormont
Election completely dispersed us. Which may prove to have been
beneficial, in that it forced us to break clear of our student base whilst
at the same time we established curselves as a national force, But it did
mean that we lost the physical proximity necessary to strengthen ouz-
selves politically and organizationally. Now in fact we face the problem
of orgagizing po from scratch. : i e

5LeCann. AsT've already said, the reason we have no ozganization is that
we effectively dissolved ourselves politically into the Tivil Rights
movement: so effectively, in fact, that we have nothing to recruit people
inte once they have been radicalized by that movement. It has been a
crucial errorand a gricvous one, s %

The Jocai Civsl Rights associations is the different towns tesm fo hove been
sabstitstes for your onn vrgemization. Have they merely compounded yosr
problems? = o ' j

Farrell. The Republicans have also been of very great organizational
assistance, both'to pp marches, such as the Long }narch in f:muary, and
to the Civil Rights and #b meetings in towns, where they have often
pt(;'V!:dC.Ci the stewards and s0 on, As far as the local Civil Rights
associations are concerned, they have brought us right up against the
Catholic bourgeoisie. Initially, when the ¢k committees were formed -
they tended to be committees of the Joal bourgeoisie of each atea,
sometimes wi,r;h a token gesture in the direction of workers. Only in
Detry, whese it sprang directly from the events of October sth, was a.
(_mzeqs’ Action Committee elected by a public mecting, ()‘chc’r.k)c'nl: |
comumittees wese called for by the national cua out of the context of a
59"-“}‘{“2{5!:. All of them have emphasized the ending of the mligioxié ;
dxg;cnmmanon that has a painful effect on the prospects of the Cnthblic '
ruiddle class, and an end to the Special Powers Act, which is aimed
almost exclusively at Catholics, We have tried to sw;ug the emphasis. |
:;l:;) ;\Orc ﬁ?ncralAsoc.ml and economic demands. For example, rather i

cmanding less discrimination in the allocation of housing we have
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“demanded more houses, and we have had a certain amouat of success.

There has been a definite shift away from the green tories and national-
ists who originally dominated the committees.

MeCann, 'There is 2 mis-statement of fact in what Mike says, which is
important because of its reverberations. The Derry citizens’ action
committee was not elected by a mass mecting of any sort, It was
clected by a meeting of about one hundred of the Catholic middle class
of Derry on October gth, specifically to steer the movement away from
dangerous territory. Thete is a millionaite among its four leading
membrs but not a single working man, and even though they have
failed so far to chanael the thing in a safe direction they will always try
to stop short of a fundamental confrontation,

Toman. There is a new problem, So far we have spent much more of our
time gecting people to act and to react to situations, than we have in
working out how in the long run action will really assist them. Coming
together for this interview is probably the first time the people here
have discussed problems in anv depth for a couple of months. Now
originally the difference between us and the bourgeois Civil Rights
leaders was that we advocated action and they didn't, and oux strength
in the movement grew because of that. The Catholic middle class have
now cottoned-on to this and have in many areas begua to advocate
action themselves, usually action which is meaningless from anybody’s
point of view, which they can’t control and whose consequences they
do not perceive. Yesterday's proposed march through Buratollet is an
example, Tt was called by the local Civil Rights association without
any national consultation, either with the Cr executive or with wue.
They were unable to react to the completely predictable threat that the
Urangemen would oppose them with force, and when the march was
banned all they could do was simply call everything off. Our danger is
that the Catholic middle class will propose a whole series of mindlessly
militant actions across the province, and that instead of forming anv
socialist party will have to chase all over the place trying to scrape up
some meaningful debris from these actions. Indeed this process seems
to have already started,

The implication is that you are shoring up rbe Civil Rights movement, firstly by
vasing militant demands which mobilize the Catholic workers and small
farmers, giving the movkment its mumbers, and secondly by keeping this militancy
within the are of the Civil Rights movement. At the sams lime, it appears thas
vou bave been unable to transform it. So althongh at first sight yox give it divec-
tion and punch, it seems that you are in fuct performing a servicing function for
7he CRM rather than vice versa?

Toman. Yes, this is broadly true. There have been some attempts tof
change it though. For example, in Armagh Civil Rights have called for=
2 march some time in May and the pb group which has formed thete

9
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discussed not supporting such a match w:hich, like the Ptm;
ane in the town, is only likely to Ie:a‘d ke balls-up. Bu't i‘mﬂ&
we decided to have a week (')f actions prior to the mat'ch, picketing
demonstrating over the housing problem t!}cre, occupying the la!mm
exchange and issuing leaflets; in other words making out sotial
posit ion clear, and then participating in the Civil I}zghts march on thase
rerms. Either they will have to feject us or we will transform the Cigjf
Rivhts fssue into one basd on socialist demands, ;

cyven

I sieiking comtrast fo England there is a fiving revolutionary tradition iy o
Leeliand, What forms does it take and how does it assis ¢ yout 0y

AieCamm, 1t's Republicarism, and the idea of the revolution is i
i the minds of the Trish people surrounded by the glory of 1916 and
its revolutionary martyrs, The idea of revolution is not at all aliea to
the Yrish working class, as it is to the English, and when orie calls for
revolution, no matter what one actually demands there is always 2 link
to Connolly and to 1916 and the armed uprising, What we haveto dois
to complete the mational revolution by making the theoretical and
practical link between what we are doing now, and what was f(mglt
for in 1916. SR

Farredl, Bourgeois democracy and the national state are recent develop-
ments in Ireland and their traditions do not run deep, in contrast to the
tradition of armed insurrection, of revolution as 2 means. Republican-
ism, which is 2 radical movement based mainly on small peasant
farmers, 15 the calmination of  leng popular teaditioo of agitation for
some sort of co-operatively organized farming society. This is some-
thing which more orthodox foums of metropolitan sccialism nwst
come to terms with, in @ rural society like Jreland, and what we are
trying o do is to link this very powerful tradition to the concept of
international proletarian revolution. ‘

Eow do you see the present political situation developing?

Farrel]. My own views on this are rather tentative at the moment, In the
past we tended o see (OPNeill as representing modern hberalizing
capitalism, and in pasticular the interests of English, American and
West German big capital as against the older native capitalistn, O'Neill
wanted to modernize things to brin g them more or less into line with the
rest of Western society, Further we thought that this sore of develop-
ment was almost inevitable, wich perhaps a Paisleyite backlash against
it. Now it scems clear that although O'Neill represeats these things,
Northern Ireland cannot see the triucph of modernizing capitalism.

'f’hc Paisieyite backlash of Protestant workers and farmers is so power- |
ful .it looks as though the reformers cannot win without destroying the
Unionist Party, and if they desteoy the Unionist Party they cannot win
at all. Unless, perhaps, they could forn a link with the bourgeois
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section of the Civil Rights movement, but it seems that the Civil Right
movement has gone too far for that now,

7kat ace your strategic comeeplions? Haw are yon going 10 develop into a force
for revolwiion?

Farrel. The question of a revolutionary programme is a very complex
one here in Northera Ireland. We cannot call for all power to the
Soviets because our present basis is not the working class as 2 whole, ot
the working class and small farmers as a whole, it is only one section of
the working class. This leaves us with the question of whether we
concenteate initially on putting forward the largely reformist demands
which could unite Catholics and Protestant working class, or whether
we concenirate on posing the question of dual power in areas where the
Cathelic population is concentrated and militant—by getting the local
Catholic population to take over and run its owa affairs, a sort of
‘Catholic power’. This would be a very serious decision, but it is just
possible that it might be necessary for us to establish such dual power:
on the one hand Catholic-based power, of a socialist form, and on the
other, Unlonist state power. This would demand a socialist movement
among the Catholics to create socialist councils such that Prosestant
workers can see that they fulfl class demands rather than creed de-
mands, and want to create councils for themselves or merge wich the
Catholics in them.

T

Woald this raise Hor guestion of secession?

Farredd, Well, there’s no question whatsoever of that, because the areas
where the Catholic section of the population is militant are not the twao
areas which are supposed to have Catholic majorities—Tyrone and
Fermanagh. The most militant area is Derry, after that perhaps Newry
which is in South Armagh, after that perhaps a par? of county Tyrone.
Anyway you couldn’t take out whole areas like Fermanagh and Tyrone
because they contain vast tracts of country which are inhabited by
’ people of very extreme Protestant views. Secession is as out of the
question as is assistance from the 26 counties, where the bourgeois
government, far from assisting any working-class movement (as Pm
afraid some people in the Bogside imagine) will immediately fall  with
the siz-country bourgeols government, The problem as I sce it is that
if you went ahgad and tried to establish dual power in Cathalic sectors
you would have to do this in a number of clearly delineated and separate
' areas-——Derry, Newry, Cole Island and Dungannan, perhaps. The other
way of dealing with the secrarian divide is to shift the whole emphasis
of the cr movement away from symbolic activities such as marches to
: smaller agitational groups working on housing, tatining and employ.
ment, and try and involve Protestants in these, 7

McCann, There is a terrible contusion in what has just been said over the

I
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business of Catholic areas electing local comm_itte‘:cs.‘Wchml\.x.st always ’;
cemember that there are already (_,?thoh(.: arcas W,lt};\ Catholic power’, |
Newry has an overwhelmingly (,ath()ljc majority, too great to be i
ucrrvrhandcred. It Aas Catholic power. Pulrther, there is not}.xlf'lg mote i
calculated to prove to the Protestant .\v.(‘:fkm g class that the Cgvxl Rights ;
people a1l wear papal flags under theit jerseys, than the establishment of
unoflicial pope-head councils in areas like Derry and Dungannon, It

would remove the possibility of winning any Protestants over to oug : Jﬁ
cause and therefore nothing could put the establishment of smeialist
power futther into the distance. o 1

Farreli. Famonn is wrong about Newry, In Newry you bave an urban
council <lected under a restricted ratepayet’s franchise; a bourgeois
clectosal framework which in the past has enabled an alliance of the
Unionist Party and Green Tories to control the council against 2 weak
and watery Irish Labour Party. What I suggested as a possibility was
something quite different, the election of pupalar councils based oa
universal franchise defving the bourgeois state and not recognizing
Stormont, which of course Newry Urban council does. This would be
something totally anti-bourgeois. I'm not saying that this is the answer,
I'm saving that we have to think about this s a possible answer.

MeCann. Let me exphain, You cannot have 2 Catholic popular council
izcted and then reveal the socialist nature of it. If you waat to eiect &
socialist council you must campaign on tadical socialist issues. It is
impossible, for example, to elect a ‘Catholic power’ body which can do
anything about housing. Onc of the reasons why there age not enough
nouses in Northern Ireland Is that the central house-building agesncy,
the Northern Ireland Housing Trust, owes £73,000,000 to the Central
Bank and paid (3,500,000 slone in interest last year. This sort of thing
has 10 be brought into the open, by campaigning on demands for the
nztionalization of the housing societies and the cancellation of the
housing trust debr. (’Neill represents an adaption to the changing
needs of imperislism in Northern Ireland, an attempt to escape from :
the old secrarian slogans which have ceased to be an adequate political
arsenal for the modern bourgeois leader. He is going to fail because the
North is tied, just as the South is in different ways, to Britain, and
therefore to the failure of the Wilson government to solve the crisis of
capitalism in Britain, (’Neill knows, and the whole Unionist Pasty
knows, that they cannot deliver any better economic deal for the
people of Northern Ircland in the immediate future. Unless we undet-
stand this and start to link it up to the cuts in the social services, the
laws against the Trade Unions and so on, we are never going to be
able to build any organization capable of overthrowing Toryism in
this country. If we talk about Jocal issues like Catholic councils without
campaigning on the broad issues, we will never get anywhere.
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Darreli, This is a misinterpretation of what I am saying. I used the words
‘Catholic power” humorously. What 1 in fact meant was that in areas of
heightened struggle such as Derry, ot areas of Derry, it would be pos-
sible to elect’a popular council. Now a popular couficil would, in the
nature of things in Northern Ireland, be a Catholic council in that it
would be mainly elected by Catholic wotkers, But it would not be
clected as a Catholic counicil, and the purpose of electing it would not
be to remedy the lack of representation of Catholics. Tt would be elected
as a people’s council in an area whete people ate singularly militane, Tt
would be elected to remedy popular demands and therefore j¢ would
come up against all the general issues, such as interest rates for loans on
housing, and it would have to camprigh against them, ;

McCann, Dual power in this situation can only be Catholic power versus
what Mike calls Unionist state power, which would in effect be
Protestant power. You would not carsy the Catholic middle class with
vou on such a programme, s it would be Catholic workers more or
less versus the rest. Given the consciousness of the people at the
moment, to which we have contributed, it could ot be done. What we
have got to donow is to realize what 2 mess we have made of the swhole
thing over the past few months, To give you an example of how big a

ess we have made of it, we have been chanting ‘One man~Oae job’
or months, especially in Derey where we have the most militant and
azgest Civil Rights movement in the country. A few months ago haif

i
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work force of a factory in Derry was laid off, Catholics and Protes-
tants alike. No one thought sbout organizing a march, of making our
demands specific and concrete. We didn’t raise the demaad of “No
redundancies, work sharing on full pay’. We were so busy shouting
"One maa-One job’ and in keeping our mass audience, that when 2 real
concrete material issue came up on which it might have beea possible
t0 prove to Protestant workers that what we ate demanding is in their
material interests, we were running arouand the strects in the Civil
Rights movement. We have failed to givéa socialist perspective because
we have failed to create any socialist organization. What we must do
now, eyen in the volatile state of politics we aze in tonight in Nottheen
Ircland, is to set up with the greatest urgency a serious organization.
Even if it is only something into which we can recruit people to foam
fines of communication. We cannot form a Bolshevik party aveenight.
Baiher than set up councils, we must try to set up some sort of radical
socialist front between republicans and ourselves.

Lo
1
5
ing

Farrel], 'The two are not necessarily contradictory. When the Bol
sheviks campaigned for all power to the Soviets, the Soviets and the
Bolshevik Party were not the same thing, The Bolshevik party existed
as a party making demands and making an analygis, The Sovictswere
tadical assemblies of workers, It would be possible to have a revolution-
ary socialist party, as well s to establish people’s councils and fight for
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a majotity on those councils. T do not want to be sepresented as an
advocate of ‘Catholic Power’, but I do insist that we have to explore the
radical possibilities of the base that we do have, at this moment, among
the working class, and that base is the (,.\fhobc section of the working

class.

Whatever the differencer between you on the immediate ;wmfml of the Catholic
sorking class, you &l seew fo agree that the road 1o socialism in Irtland must

pass via He Drofestant n orking class. Is that sof

Testan. I would answer that by saying bluntly, yes. It may secem rather

unfortunate if one puts it like that but if we are going to have a

socialist workers’ rcpubbc then we have got to have Protestants in it
They are the section of the people who support us least, but they are
decisive part of the urban proletasiat, Therefore everything depcnds on
winning tbem over,

Baxter. It's noteven a questiort of their being in the ma}mit}f in Ulster,
You can’t have a revolution in Ulster alone, and our aim must be to
create a socialist republic, something on the lines of Cuba, without
waiting for a British worketrs’ republic—or we might have to wait a very
loag time. But cven in Ircland as 2 whole, et alone Ulster, you cannot
move in a socialist direction unless you have the support of some
sections of the Protestant working class. Otherwise they will start 2
sectarian struggle and all the forces of Catholic reaction will swamp us.

Farreli. Could 1 say something about the question of the border here?
The border must go, but it must go in the direction of a socialist repub-
lic and not just into a republic which nghf‘ at some future date become
socialist. Firstly the border must go becanse it is a relic of imperialism,
and in order to root out imperialism we have to root out the neo-
impﬁziamt set-up in the South and the neo-colonial one in the Nosth.
& ,rrma};, Northesn Ireland is completely unviable ewncmxcal!; and
only exists as a capitalist entity at the moment because of massive sub-
ventions from Britain. Similarly the South on its own is an area of
small farms with very little industry. It too is completely unviable on
its own and as a result is also dependent on Britain, The unification of
Ireland into a socialist republic is not only necessary for the creation of
a viable cconomy, it must also be an immediate demand, because only
the conceptof a sucialist republic can ever reconcile Protestant workers,
who rightly have a very deep-seated feat of a Roman Catholic republic,
to the ending of the border.

Who are your allies south of the Border?

Farrell. Qur allies in the South are socialists, trade unionists and radical

Republicans. The problem that we have in the South and which we met
on our Easter march from Belfast to Dublin, is that there is more
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symipathy with out approach arhong the older people, the radical
section of Sinn Fein and Trade Union militants, than there is among
students—which is paradoxical given the student composition of pp.
QOur differences with the Dublin students are partly caused by mis-
information, partly to our inadequate analysis of the situation in the
South and partly because in the North we have much more contact
with the working class than student bodies in the South which are
putely university based. :

MeCamn. The real reason why we ate having trouble with our comrades
in the South, comes back once again to the fact that there is no one
single organization to which they and we belong. Our only means of
contact with the South is telephone calls to people we happen to know
personally, so of course there is confusion about what we and they, are
doing.

Tomay. There is 2 very promising Civil Rights movement in the West
of Ireland, in Galway, which is an acutely depressed area, as well as
some action in the East—especially a militant housing action committee
in Dublin. But I am inclined to think that Civil Rights is only 2 label in
the East of the 26 counties, and that the traditional forms of agitation
are the way to get things going there,

Whai swas your calinlation when you participated is the Stormont eloctions?

Farrell. The decision to participate in the Stormont elections was very
simple, and didn’t involve us in any great problems. The election
represented a Gaullist-type strategy on the part of O’Neill. He staged a
election to frighten the bourgeoisie and the farmers in an attempt to
produce a consensus which would bring the Catholic and Protestaat
middle classes behind him in a policy of reforming capitalism—thus
completely isolatingthe Catholicworking class, who were just beginning
to stir. We participated in the election to smash this consensus, and in
order to destroy (particularly among the Catholics who were very
vulnerable to this) the notion that O'Neill’s reforms would meet our
demands. Our participation in the election was very successful feom
that point of view,

We stood on a radical civil rights platform, which was a socialist plat-
form, which included the demand for workers control, and it involved
us very little in the way of electoral compromise, Further we chose
scats which we were most unlikely t0 win, as we had no desite or
intention of winning any seats, and we would have been gravely em-.
barrassed if we had won any.

“re you embarrassed by Bernadetie’ s victory mon?

Tomay, I¢’s difficult to answer that with Bernadette here.
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Dewdin. I think you should answerit..

Toman. We hoped Bernadette would‘ win, we expected her to win and
we encouraged her, very much against her own will, to stand, First
because it is impottant to show people that they have,‘ tg use their own
words, ‘got up off theit knees’. S?condly, because it is an excellent
means of gaining publicity for the situation over here. Thirdly, becaus

there was a terrible fear that if Bernadette didn’t stand somebody much
worse would (laxghrer). If 1 could explain thats Austin Currey, who is
at present a Nationalist Mp at Stormont was a strong runner for the seat
and would not have campaigned on an anti-sectarian platform. Fourth-
ly, Bernadette brought to a lot of people for the first time the idea of a

socialist republic.

Unfortunately part of the strategy may not have worked 23 Austin
Cutrey may be the new e for Fermanagh and South Tyrone,

Devlin. That is not true, people were making it clear that they dida’s
want Austin Currey for Fermanagh and South Tyrone. They were
aware of the fact that one of the reasons why he was willing to give up
Mid-Ulster was that it might strengthen his chances there, The i
of Mid-Ulster may not be particularly bright in the eyes of the New
Lyt Review, but they koow a political opportunist when they see one,
and Austin Currey has 2 big X after his name. i

Fareeli. T am worried about two aspects of the elecroral campaiga in
Mid-Ulster. The first is that Nationalist 359’s did speak on Bernadette’s
election platform, which clearly was a grave cmbarrassment. These
people are Green Tories, they are Capitalists and they are Catholic
Sectarians and even their so-called left wingers are as much our enemy
as the Unionist Partv: It was very dangerous to allow them to speak, it
could have totally distorted the candidature in the minds of the Protes-
t2nts as one which represented Catholics alone—an attempt, in other
words, to bring Catholics to power over the heads of Protestants. These
people participated more or less on Bernadette’s terms, which improves
tl;lin gs siilgihtly, but it would have been much better if they had not been
there at all. N

Secondly, the platform should have been a clearly socialist one and not
one which eraphasized unity in terms which could enly mean unity of
dass:;s within one creed rather than the unity of one class regardie

creed. - ' ' '

Devlin, Tt did not work out that way in the end, Brookeborough,
gra'm.i old Protestant himself, said that we had gained quite a lot, in }
opinion far too many, Protestant votes. I was not worried about ¢
recognizable Nationalists ; by having them on the platform we efic
ly destroyed both Tommy Gormley and Buddy O’Connof,
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Nationalist ae's for Mid and West Tyrone, Cutrey, it is true, was more
Jiffieult to deal with, Further the Protestants who voted for me could
only have done so on a socialist basis; the platfoim was therefore

socialist.

The reasons that Catholics who are not Socialists voted for me is that
ihey did not want the Unionists to win. T agree that this is nnfortunate,
hut T have no doubt that within a yeae these people will do their best to
destrov me, and possibly may succeed. Within a year we will have
corted out the Catholics who voted for us on a purely Catholic basis and
we will still have the support of the Protestants who supported us on a
socialist basis, therefore we will have established the normal situation
of the socialists suppotting us and the non-socialists pulling out. As
they are already.

Farredi. Tma worried about two points. During the election Currey’s

speeches emphasized sectarian rather than class issues, and since the
clection he has been emphasizing the unity of all anti-Unionist parties,
which in practice means unity of all Catholics against Protestants. 50
this election may have aided the idea of Pan-Catholic unity, which is 2
concept we must destroy. Secondly, by putting up and supportiog
Bernadette we may have given credence to boutrgeois parliamentary
nolitics and given people false hopes, while at the same time Bernadette
s swallowed up in Pacliamentary procedures, which would demeralize
part of the platform which

and reduce support for the non-sectatian
vas put forward.

Desli. This is quite unfair to my victory rally speech. Despite the fact
that all of vou supported me in getting into the bourgeois Pariiament,
very few of you temained for the final scene of my crucifixion. When
A1l the Pan-Catholics turned up to celebrate, it was really too much tor
the good socialists. In my speech after 1 was elected, I made it quite
clear that if people thought that by sending me to Westminster, I or
anyone else was capable of doing anything for them there they were
quite mistaken, I said that all T could do was prove, by trving, that
nothing could be done in such a parliament and that in a very short
space of time ] would be back to call them out of the factories, and if
they were not at that stage prepared to come then they should leave my
victory rally znd tzot off to join all the people who thought they could
do something by parliamentary methods. But most of them were so
glad they just swallowed it all anyway.

Farrell. The points that T am trying to mike cannot be covered by a
speech. The danger of being swillowed by parliamentarism requires
constant vigilance and a clearly worked out socialist strategy towards a
bourgeois parliament, using parliament as a sounding box and as only
one section of an activity which is mainly extra-pariiamentary. This is a
matter which must be decided on as a matter of great priority.




Do _you kave any iritial plans as to bow you are going fo use Parliament as a
sonnding-box?

Devlin. T have less faith in the whole thing than anybody who put me
into the job in the first place. I will undoubtedly be treated with
courtesy, I will be aliowed, as a good little baby of Parliament, to make
my maiden speech undisturbed, and then I will be told to behave like a
good child and say nothing more. I won’t accept this and I will prob-
ably spend most of my time working among the people of Mid-Ulster
and working in the streets of London where I feel much more at home,

L)
Farreil. The question of how one tréats Westminster raises the much
mote serious theoretical issue of what demands we make of West-
minster and of Britain as Irish Socialists working for a Socialist Re-
public.

McCann. By the way are we all aware that British troops were called in
about an hour ago to guard key installations here?

Farrell, Well, that merely underscores the impetialist situation of
Northern Ireland. The point I was making was that we must reject the
idea of Westminster intervening to secure reform in Nosthern Ireland.
We do not waat reform of Northern Ireland, we want 2 revolution in
Ircland and we will not get that by any Westmiaster intecvention. The
role of an mp at Westminster should be to mobilize Irish immigrants in
England, and to camipaign against both Irish bousgeois States, exposing
emigration from Ireland as one of their most serious contradictions,
and emphasizing the right of the Irish to have a job and a home in
Ireland itself,

Devlin, That is what I have been advocating. Much to the horror of
everybady on the press, I made a simple statement that whea the
Westminster Parlisment refuses to listen and act, I will go to the
people who have been forced out of Ireland and work among them.

MeCann. Obviously, no one here imagines that our problems could be
solved by intervention from Westminster. But an awful lot of our
supporters do sce such intervention as a means of solving the problems
over which we have been agitating, It is necessary to go to Westminster
to demand the solution to these problems to show that Westminster is a
farce, and that we will have to dao it ourselves.

Farrell. There is one positive aspect to the chaotic nature of the whole
scenc here, that it has brought a lot of people into action who would
sot bave been won to socialism by any programme. This very discus-
sion has illustrated the need too for a radical socialist Party, but equally
it has shown that we cannot form any high level organization, as we do
not yet have the theoretical basis for any clearly determined policies, in
fact we have not even discussed some elementary problems. What we
need to form at the moment is some sort of alliance to develop a
theoretical analysis of our struggle in the Nortth, as well as to carry out
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systematic agitation Jd work,

What sort of intermational solidarity action

is of greatest atsistance f Jou, in
particw'ar from comrades in England, Scotland and W zles?

£ our comrades in
Kingdom I think that there is very little that ¢

because they simply do not understand
personality of the Irish people. In particul
adicai tradition, as Mike was just saying, hut they do nea like you asing
doctrinaire tesms, and the workers will spell out workers” control for
you, but they don’t like you teying to do it for them,

the rest of the United
hey can do at this stage
the mentality or the basie
ar, the small farmers have a

Toman. Break up Ulster weeks, launch an attack on O"Meill 2nd "Eberal

Untonism’, help organize the Paddies, the Trish mnmigrants, and raise

money fot pp,

Raxter. There was oaly one time historically that English. workers
could really have helped and thet was the general strike of 1913, Then:
they failed to show solidarity in blacking cargoes from Ireland. If Z
there were any comparable industrial action today, we would need help %
fro MFCLOSS the water.

&

What ic_yonr sttitude to 2he demends tbat some English comrades bave pat
Jermardl for an exd 1 Briies Aid to Ulster? ~

MeCagn, They axe very bad, They imply that the Protestants ace white
sahibs and that this is 2 colonial state. Ulster is w2/ just 2 colonial state;
it is it many respects, though not in all respects, an ordinary bourgeois
¢.7Fhe subsidies do not support  privileged layer of the population.
The Catholic working class have a lot of children and receive a lot of
state benefits. These sorts of demands may appear to be formally
justified. But at ground level they are aot effective. You can’t demand
themii Brirain and not demand them here, and if you go to the most

militagy section of the }yorking class and demand that family allowances

be stz{é@cd you are not going to get very far, The whole national
Gucstion comes in hete bt the simple fact of it is that vou can’t go
down 14 Bogside and advocate that British subsidies ate withdeawn.

A -

Farrell; The lrish Socialist Republic caanot be built i isolation. The
old uﬁf s true; the best way English comrades can help the Trish
revolution is by making the English revolution, And the second best
Vay r!w}- can do this is by nor misunderstanding the Itish.rc\folutio.n as
Z8im pinénari&ﬁ.&lstmggle against colonialism or asimple struggl.c: of the
Catholie peasants against the Protestant landlords. Because {t i3 ;nuch
"ote complex than that, and thev should ger the complexity of the
Htuation here into theip heads,
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Further pamiphlets available

Peter Gibbon :The Dialectics of Religion and Class in Ulster

& YEinest Mandel : Marxist Theories of Imperiglisn: and 20¢

Their Bourgeois Crities 15e.
Emest Mandel, Workers' Contro! . 20c.
Ernest Mandel and Robert Langston © Mary and Marcuse
James Connolly « Revolurionary Wartare 30c.
How Not o Join the Ay 5e.
Frederick Engels :Socialism Utopian and Scientific 15c.
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