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THE KEY TO TRUE FREEDOM -
SOCIALISM

Prica: Bp

There has always been a certain indigen-
ous atmosphere prevalent in Long Kesh.
Even when this area was just an old, dis-
used airfield local people would tell you
of a strange and inexplicable feeling
one would have while passing through.
A1 conditlons n the Six Counties, and the
stuation generally, deteriorated. Long Kesh
wddenly becamo car-marked for use asa
concentration camp.
From that day the atmosphere of the
Long Kesh area changed from the §; 1i
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fon and dialogue have been pushed to one
side. The NIO embarked upon a campaign to
denigrate and humili the political prison-
ers. Some of the ‘Black’ propaganda issued
under various names by the NIO and fellow

' STRIP SEARCHES
REJECTED

use of such tactics are sometimes used to
doud the real of the insti

—

effect of the strip searches has limitéd the

[t must be remembered that certain
happenings relating to Long Kesh cannot be
d: d in i from the events in the

llers reflects a vindi and
ive attitude.

It was in the light of such possible con-
frontation, on this issue, both inside and out,
that we questioned the motivation behind the

o

able to 3 very real and explicable ‘feeling’ of...
repression and subjugation.

Throughout the history of this camp such
feelings have been manifested in onc form or
mother by the prisoners. This usually meant
direcz confy with the

Of late that atmosphere of repression and
subjugation has become more acute. Due to
e following:

Some time ago we were informed by the
Prison . that strip search
would be ro-introduced, The Long Kesh Auth-
orities explained that such a decision was a
directive from the NIO and that, as oy as
they were cancerned, they were opposed to
:-'rdﬂlyhllheymxﬂin] climate at Lorg

Due 1o sbsequent discussion the ‘author-
{tlex' decideq thay only 10% of each cage
would be strip searched. This they said was In
Panity with Magilligan. And they added that
& 8t6ip search procedure had been in oper-
ition av Magiiligan for some time. Hadn't we,
ey atked, always called for parity,

1 thould be noted that the suip-search
%ad been In operation priar to the conflag:

of Ocoher 1974. Fallowing this, such
* Plocalire was no longey hsed.

h"'--mumuumm.n-
@ tightening-up process during searches.
- mathods proved quite adequate and

“Waurity-grounds’ there was no need to re-
L T N——

"het we must xok ourselves s why, at this
POt i time, doey tho NIO direct tho re
::"i-oﬂhhm.mdmy
= 0 likes tno consideratian the phas-
-|!"th Status. Since Ree's annoy-

hh 10 phase out Political
-h'.hli-huwhhnﬁmnﬂ
The

d of strip h
Was such a policy directed to precipitate
any possible action or ign of action,

within the prison on the status issue?

Was such a directive not another devious
and subtle attempt by the NIO to preempt
the incvitable confrontation?

To pre-empt such a confrontation would
mean that resistance would be dissipated
before the real issue was settled. Such would
be the advantage for the NIO.

But again maybe the NIO wanted to
create a certain instability inside the prisons;
maybe the NIO wanted a certaln response
from the prisoners.

Maybe they wanted food thrown over the
wire, theets lorn and even possibly Prison
Officers killed.

In tum the NIO would use such destruct-

fon and possible deaths in their campaign to

and the activities of the
palitical prisoners. The NIO then could put
forward what would seem rational propagan-
da, about for instance thelr parole schemo,
lssup elaborate and sumptuous menus; ann-
ounce the cost of damage to laundry and
other equipment; and then state that {t has
been roplaced or repalred. In other words pro-
sent themselves in the light of hard-working
and honest reformers, doing thelr best for
hopeless, bloody men.

This kind of propaganda only serves to
mislead and confuse the public, and obscure
the fact that we are the victims of & corrupt
state,

calling palitical pdsaners criminals
md':yhnp. Il:! NIO hope o isolate the mass
of the peoplo (rom the prisoners, indeed to
defuse the whole political crisis In the Six
Counties.

'lhnunnnlh-lmpl_hmnm-
groups, In order o achileve their own partic-
ular ends, thall uso the platform of repression
to create a particular responso (rom thels ovm

seams inevitable, Discuss-

O8O0 tu such an announcement supporten. g
gh“‘—g and ched § and tive issuos p
being adopred by the Esmabilishment o\ oon sogen phrses and diches, are

alwys mure o provoke a maction ffom <
<in sections o the mity. Howover the

rest of the Six Counties. If your main bate of
support lies outside prison, and if certain
{ssues become contentious and demand
action, inside prison, then it is only natural
that you will tzm to your main basa of
support.

In the course of supporting that prison
lssue, the activities of the group will effect
the whole political ctimatoe of the Six Count-
les. With the present such actf

possible opp ies of lving the whole
question of political status. The status quest-
foni® an integral factor of the Ireland crisis
today, and cannot be dissolved in such an
arbitrary fashion.

If peace and stability are 10 retum to the
Six Counties then this cannot be done by
military means. The solution can only come
through dialogue and discussion involving all
progressive groups within the community.

In this respect discussion on the Political
Status issue should be iitiated forthwith.
Ouly through such a realistic approach to the

can only worsen the alrcady stagnating sit-
uation.

Thereforo in Long Kesh today we have a
constantly changing situation. The catalyst

problem will a sol be found.

Only through such an spproach to our
problems can the atmosphere at Long Kesh
retum to ita former strange and inexplicable
state.
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EDUCATION
S A RIGHT

Despite NIO propaganda, floated occas-
ionally, to the effect that the ‘Maze'
(where ever or whatever that is!) is part-
iculardy well catered for educationwise,
the so-called system of academic
education presently offered to prison-
ers in Long Kesh is so disjointed and
frivolous that it is devoid of any
possible meaning.

Virtually nothing has been done since it
was introduced back in 1973, 1o give the sys-
tem muscle. In spite of numerous proposals
and suggestions from the prisoners, submitwed
to both the Prison administration and the
NI10. all senous problems have been casually
swept under the maL

And instead of any rcal attempt (o rectify
the situation, we witness yct further prob-
lems created by the introduction of even
more petly restrictions.

Communication and dialogue on the sub-
ect. has been abruptly terminated by the
Friablishment, for reasons best known to the
Fstablishment. This head in the sand mental-
ity can only lead to further frustrationrand
scecleraie the collzpse of Prison sponsored
cdacation schemes.

The inadequacies of the system were borne
out recently, by the case of two prisoners
taking correspondence courses in typing. The
prisoners had to abandon the courses because
they were not allowed typewriters. We even
offered to provide our own typewriters, but
‘not an inch® was the cry from the screws
bunk,

No reasonable explanation was cver given
for this refusal ~ perhaps if we had pushed
the issue, some obscure ‘security” regulation
would have been quoted.

With other *similas’ correspondence cour-
ses; Histary or English for example, one
might imagine that the problems encountered
would also be similar. You would imagine
wrangly! Not only do the courses themselves
take great time coming through but text
books and reference material are sometimes
never secn. Even when all the necessary mater-
ial has been acquired the toughest burdle has
yet to be negotiated. Although a tutor is pro-
vided with cach course 1o dircct and assist
the student, his/her expert advice is often
futile and wasted. Chiefly because the relation-
ship between teacher and student is super-
ficlal, impersonal and disjointed with assign-
ments taking up to six wecks to retumn to the

prisoncr. On top of this all correspondence
1s subject to censorship, und this in itself Is a
great hinderance: the prisoner will be very
reluctant to discuss his problems knowing
that some screw will read obout them, Thus
the correspondence system, although it has
certain uses, is in itself totally inadequate.

Although these courses do cover a wide
academic arca. the attitude of the establish-
ment on the issuc of trade union courses, has
led us to question just how wide or compre-
hensive tie facilities offered are. All applic-
ations for such courses, hsve to date, fell on
deaf cars.

Another feature of tlie system is the
part-time classes. These like the courses arc a
farce. Thoy are a waste of time, energy and
public money. They are arranged in such a
way that a teacher comes into the compound
once per week for all of an hour. Due to the
short period of time allowed, the teacher will
rush through as much jinformation as he can,
usually without much success. These classes
are further rendered useless by the utter lack
of reference material and by the presence of
an observer ~ an observer is a screw, clocking
up about 18 hours, and snoring dusing the
class.

Bt

A third featusp i
ary films. These ay unl:y:n;%
way related 1o Courxes “M:";\’
Geography, of mathemgyge -2, "&h\
Nlms churned owy by ﬂu:’b‘n 3,
*Shell”. This nioney Wasted -
could be much more pxom;’;’m N
Lastly there js (he question ™
study huts (outside (he cage 1, &
huts are essential for Men ep, i
study, and indeed are casgly ;um '“"h
dcspl!c agreement from (pe :z‘m“"
Ppermission to use the nndymm.‘

and mysteriously Withdras *ﬁq

W,

ce they have lain idle Toy almo:(l: N
ey

On the whole it wou
atlon is to continue to rlr:;f:?' '?m
grasp of those people who oocuutm‘&
position of the working clagg mi’i M%
other words it is 10 be used 2 a:(:‘y. B
by the ruling clique, o
Our position on this js
a right not a privilege! Sy ot

We, the Republican Prisonery,
demand an immediate reapprajsy of e
cducation system as presently CODRiteyey
the prison. We demand full access 1o (e :
side study-huts, The provisian of fog m:&
teachers and study aids, Including refevys
films. The removal of ‘observers’ (10m dygy
and greater facilities for the Pan time s,
ers generally, and the provision of Tryge
Union correspondence courses.

LONG KESH MENU-

—

Just Another Day

The day begins; it’s almost light. -
It’s seven now and gone a night,

Of restless sleep and prowling screws, and
the searching lights of the ‘copter crews.

A patrolling Brit his dog then screams!

{ The vans for court come in the gate.

No time for tea or you'll be late.

COOK
OFF!

The British are expert at most things,or
so they would like us to believe. Not
lenst of their achievements is their
accumulate knowledge on the subject
of food and of jts relationship to the
human body,

At 12 o'clock the dinner comes

The greasy spuds to line tums

Placed on paper it looks so great

] But at the end of the meal, it’s still on the plate.

learned that, at any tm between 31522
and 2.30pm without pressing any "“’p
creating any undue fuss, the co!

will apen, and in will roll a tolly o

with organic matter, in vanons

vanced states of decomposition-

But when called (o a visit anyday
Sometimes the actual conteat ¥

The screws they Iisten to what you say,

N . at all fo . Mlzrlh:bummlol'Lo Kesh, . 5
A:Pm;yle ofbow'l.:ny:m oy orities” in their relentess p\::nuu:';ulr: e o poe®™®
cXn Kesh : perfect comstrucied, so thoy tell us, the most Sometimes wo "’;:hmn.d-ﬂ
From food to visits and on to sports, e e S M W b, Mt e o i mnnn-oi“',,':
Football, handball there are afl sonts, < m“"m‘hmwebuﬂﬂnnwmn nun:mmuhmr;wwm 3
I sports equipment things are scarce, i h“::‘:’ £0 feed us, but primartly 10 further  gabble up the lot, Onee we 1344 %7
Andbylhelookdmh,mm“ > nmm'w.”mnlhs'mﬂl'dlha when (hree of thess dogs
; w 2 v e ®
It’s almost nine and siready dark, “lhmnmuumm.,...mmh ,GE:,;W,,:;.M-"F’“
'.-I.hu- s oo of Achace. the  fight the red menace launting poo
n-.m.mf:',',"'""’“"""""“‘“‘ P the stpie diet B
g, we believe 1 i (hy gy o OVt Of the s v clilpral P51
e "i'"'“lyﬂflhhm., know what they e chips o
| IR
apple cruntble, (his concoior
; n-:"‘l"""""*hllﬁ-s h-‘-u-:d-il"”
| how ea) of the day. To wee
Fﬁ '.""""""--ihaum-k
e 200t surprised with anyt e y
Next s dinmar - stitution would be 8
; ’llh—h.:l.“_'m.;l kmow miracles ars not
S time. we v oounds.

A RIS J E Y s rd&lTTR
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PAROLE:

‘ August the Northern Ire-
| 00 Sundsy ;Ig:ud El:m statement
jand Off that a weeks summer par-
ted to 230 prisoners,
*"'ﬂ;’f,,':..}':med in Northern Ire-

tand grols-
Theso pri the for .
dﬂ:aleu term prisonors, serving
mmu sentenco and In the later stage of
m?nmencn: that of the 230 prisoners sel-
:.4 192 were special category (Political)

Further, that 223 prisoners had been
lowed home leave at Christmas and that
¢hls system was unique in the UK.

HE FACTS

The abave system continued operating
along these lines until the emergence of Polit-
Ical Status,. The N1IO State, that with the
granting of status in 1972 and afer much
consideration, it was decided 1o include pol-
Itical prisaners in this schemo.

However they also state that due to the
situation in Northern Ireland; the increase in
the prison population and the nature of
offences, that certain alteration and modific-
atfons in the arca of cligibility had to be
made. What form thesc alterations would
take the NIO would not say.

Fram all this, it can be stated, without
fear of contradiction, that since the granting
of political status, the issue of summer and

To the d such a an
only reflect 2 progressive and magnaminous
astitude on the part of the NIO. However 1o
(be initéated such an ambiguous statement
reflccts and cpitomises, in all its totality,the
imability or refusal of the NIO bureaucrats
to implement a proper and constructive
‘Pome leave scheme.

: We the Republican Prisoners in Long
Kesh, would contend that the present schemes
both Christmzs and summer are divisive, dis-

and totally i with
cantemporary prison relorm.

Such abservations are not matters of con-
jecture but are based on facts and figures,
collected over the years, relating to those
Republican prisoners eligible for semi-yearly
parole and those who actually received ft.

Added to this, we have, on occasions,had
 certain platitudes expressed to us by leading
NIO officials.

‘The origins and basis of today"s semi-
Fearly parole scheme date back to 1948 when
Qmistmas Home leave was introduced by the
then Minister of Home affairs, Sfr Edmund
Wardock. =

The fnitial scheme was then expanded in
1955 to include summer home leave. At
Christmas the Home leave schame was con-
fined 10 2 stipulated six day period, while the
Sammer scheme was extended over a three
-mlm-u;:numymm;m.;\pn»
oner was eligible for this semi-ycarly parole
ihiejshe had hal of his serving sentence cor-
Pleted, Le. § year sentence — effective senten-
9 3 years 4 months - eligible after ] year 8
@ontha. And was of ‘Star* dassification — a
St dlass prisoner is one who is serving his
l’l'.-dhmgm::mhn»
!Hn-mydvﬂop.m treatment.

i secand-time or more in prison —
; -ﬁulolw. 1t chould be
- 8ted that such a systom of classification can
10t be applied 1o Political Prisoners.

X
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Chri: parole has always proved, at least
for those prisoners holding political status,
contentious.

Such haos been ife in
Various ways, by other groups. But for our
part, while maintaining that the present
home leave scheme as implemented, is divis-
ive, discrimi 'y and i to the
point of being Counter-productive, we hold
that only through our constant participation
in the scheme can we expose and highlight
these abuses.

Even though we have, on numerous oco-
asions brought these abuses and contradict-
ions to the attention of the appropriate
badies, we have to date bad no

And serving the same sentences - cach of the
st belng equally eligibie for parole,

But In only one case did both receive
home leave. In the other two cases the two
men who did recelve home lcave were bath
singla... those who did not were married
Such instances are commonplace, and similar
cases could be quoted from almost every
perlod since the scheme became operative for
political prisoners.

We further contend that the scheme is
discriminatory, in so far as under the present
system, prisoners who hold political s1atus,
ure still classified In terms of “star’ and ‘old
hand',

While wo arc opposed to classification for
any prisoners, the facts remain that prisoners
holding political status at the moment are all
on equal footing. Thus the scheme differen-
tiates between men who we contend are
equally eligible.

Political Prisoners have been arrested
under special laws; are subjected to special
methods and treatment in the courss of
interrogation; stand trial before special courts;
recefve special treatment while in prison;
therefore due to these special circumstances
the continued classification of special categ-
ory (political) pri isa diction in
terms of reality.

Again, the attitude and stance adopted by
the NIO to demands for re<classification of
political prisoners only bolsters the already
blatant facts — prior to political status a P/O
(principle officer) could recommend a prison-
et for re-classification or an Assistam Govern-
or could recommend and grant it. Since
Political status the NIO has taken responsibil-
ity for such requests...to date not one has
bean granted.

Again, with the introduction of the new

Such an attitude can only be a reflection
of thoss directly responsible for the home
leave scheme.

Due to the furore that was raised over the
Christmas home leave in 1975 and due 1o
subsequent discussions we were informed by
leading NIO officials that while the criteria
for semi-yeasly parole was half a prisoner’s
serving sentence a (urther criteria had been
added in the case of political prisoners.

This ‘new” criteria as stated by the NIO
officials simply meant that a prisoner within
their last ycar in the summer and last six
months at Christmas would receive due con-

idcration.. At last the al fons had been

divulged.

With the introduction of the new half
remission scheme on March 181, a new criter-
fa for semi-yearly parole was drawn up, by
the NIO. The criteria stated that those
prisonors serving two years or more, being of
star classification and with two thirds of
their cffective sentence completed by 30th
September 1976, would be cligiblo for
summez home leave.

According to the criteria laid down a
total of twenty-two Republican prisoners
wore eligible for summer home lcave.

However if one scknowledges the further
criteria laid down by the NIO It meant l._hm
sixteen of thoso twenty-two were in theis
last 6 months, four in their last year and
two In their last fifteen months.

According to the NIO's own ‘naw” criter-
ia twenty Republican prisoncr would be
given due cansideration,..Only fourteen
prisonars received summer home leavo! So
much for the new criterin, and the platitudes
of the N10. Officfals.

|lhnuu_nthuHMyun
that we state that the present hame leave

schemo 3 d, ia divisive, discri
atory and with
prison reform.

quantion of auch a hame leave scheme
,..:;.u..uwmmm,-._m
lot these facts speak for themselves.

half-remission scheme the term penal reform

wits (loated. Ilpwever if we Jook abjectively
at this year’s summes paolo (o the coprex
of penal reform) we will And that the Lurmes
has no selation to the tatier. And if anything
they arc a contrudiction of exch other,

Accepling the premise, in this tastanoe,
that if the penal proces is supposed (o be
rehabilitative, surcly then zoy paroie scheme
must be an intogral part of that process.

1n our case we find that nelther prison por
parole are rehabilitative.

Therefore, tho question foflows, why hare
a parole system at all? We would like the KIO
to answer that one!

We must state howeves, that the present
parole scheme, a8 implemented, is being )
abused by the NIO ~ the politicel conrnotat-
lons of which cannot be ignored.

We would suggest that If the people con-
cemned are really genuine about penal reform
then the introduction of a proper and con-
structuve parale scheme is a golden opportun-
ity to implement such reforms.

We accept that certain factors must be
considered in relation to such s scheme in the
light of the Northern Ireland political climate
but we should add, for too long has this
climate been used 2s an excuse by the more
reactionary clements within the penal admin-
istration, to abstruct progressive penal
reforms in Northern Ireland.

This indeed is reflected in the current
parole system. Finally it is worth - mntioning
that in 1948 Sir Edmund Wardock displayed
a certain initiative and even conviction when
heintroduced what became the basis foz
today’s home leave scheme.

Today if the NIO displayed the sameagiit-
iative and conviction it would prove more
constructive than issuing ambiguous misicad-
Ing statements.

Happy Birthday Alex from John (Ba

SREETIING'S

Happy Birthday Mark from dad (Lower Falls);

Happy Birthdsy on your 6th, Susan, love dad (B/Murphy).

Congrat’s SOD on your forthcoming engagement, THE LADS Cage 2
Happy Anniversary Sheila, your darling Joe, Cage 2 X00000XX
Congratulations Trevor and Margaret from Matt and Joe, about time (N.Lodge
Happy Anniversary mum & dad from Matt (N/Lodge);

Congrats® Mary and Paul from Matt and Joe (N/Lodge);

Congrats’ Johnny & Madge from Sim, (Newry);

Best of luck on the big day Jimmy and Mary, from Joe, Matt, Soda, Rat
Frank Lame, and Big Walter, also the rest of the lads in Cage 2.

Get well dad from Martin, B/Murphy;
Paul (New Lodge);

What about the medals Pat?

Congrtulations Mary and

Happy Birthday Geordie from Marty (B/Mn :

Congrats’ Micky & Jennifer from Paddy 9 (lt‘t:hr:a)n);
Happy anniversary Mum & Dad from your son Con. (L/Falls);

Congrats’ Poul & Maureen from your big brother Con. (L/Falls);
Congrats’ Sean & Teassy on your sccond from Frankie (B/Murphy);
Congratulations Seamus and Helen from :
Happy anniversary Anne from Liam (N/Lod,
Wedding greetings to Sadie & Dessie from Bri
Happy birdhday ma, hope on your next one [ will be free.
Happy Birthday Grace from Sammy, 9. (L/Falls);
Wedding greetings to Joe & Isobel from Brian, Beechmount.

Congmatulations Frankie and Margaret on your wedding day from

Happy birthdsy Ann from your brother Frank, alls);
Birthday Mary t::m w & Bridget, (Ll(l'y-li): -

Congrtulations Frankie and Lorraine also
Con, Paddy, Donal, Hick. Zac, Zareo, all the lads,
Michuel on new arrivel from Micky (Rostrevor).

) & (Junior A agh);

D'"ml)» Neil & Ricky (A/Town).
Be)
& Bobby 9. (T_/Lodge);
Martin;

Damian and Micheene. from
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Humour

TUNNEL
PATROL

HOLE--GANS

The hut settled down for the night; sil-
ence, like the darkness, descended on
e Ao N

another figure — no one moved. Thro” a face
smeared with boot polizh and dirt, glared

. P ing
every fibre of (;)eir being and conscious-
ness, leaving limp forms lying, sprawled
on war department mattresses.

Fram the surrounding cage wire, pale
green security lamps beamed thro' barred
windows, casting (he bars on the windows,
into wierd geometrical shadows an the tiled
flooz of the hat

Despite the occasional, muffled, incom-
prehensible mutter from some weary sleeper-
nothing stirred.

What's that?” asked the O/C in a low whis-
per.

“That noise, that, shall we sy, chipping
nobse_’

The prisoner listened attentively...' Do you
hear it” zsked the O/C-
‘No,wait’! ...just now...yes J can hear
e
“It sounds as if someone is digging’ said the
OfC sitting up on his bed.
And indeed the sound of digging could be
heard, quite distinctly now and becosning
louder each
“You'd think someone was tunnelling in-
1o Long Kesh'".. joked the prisoner.
The thought, in a more wrinus context
had croszed the O/C's mind.
Bat the carth was laced with ultrasensit-
ive sound detectors, the task was utterly
impos«. sle! Of courss there was always the

powsil .ty of the Prison establithment work-
ing on ¢ drainage system, but the O/C
dismisse *  vis out of hand. Everyone knew

Prisom em, . syecs — perhaps screws is a
better term ~ represented the lazicst section
of the popudation.

Then what was 1?7

Ttie two prisonert sy back on theis bunks
and liviened. An hour passed; the noisc had
ocuzedi, the two did nol sleep and the dlick of

light - feom ot ~~-15 of the hut indicated
h - were n ne.

fer haus 02+ed, the noise had re-
stari«o. This (ime very close and very loud.
The " rose (rom his bed and crossed over

s (e vindaw and peered out. The night wis
fresh and cleay, calm and quiet,therc was
nothing to tndicate any disturbance of any
Kkind the hut was eaperiencing.

The digging and chipping nolse had given
wary (o weraping and tearing ~ the hul was
fully aroused; the men exchanged viows and
apinions; some sturted (o dress, pilling an
roughly their boots and jeans, The nole had
1eached such a pitch and violence rhst the
hut thook and rovertersted: windows nitied
and cutlory coxahiod to the Nuor.

‘ChristY what’s happening?’ yelled a ner-
vous prisonar. The reat huld onto their heds.
The hut was in the grip of some unseen
force. One prisanet in tho confutlop msnag:
e to awiteh on the Hghts and thero lu the
centre ol the Noor we could see a small hole
prsdually becoming karger and larper until it
msesured slinoxt 12 feat In cireumference.

A mudady hasd gppeared out of the
deyihs then a hosd (hon 5 whaole body, covar
&d o foul blsck mud, Then another and
anohwe sach armed with s mavel o1 spadé ar
drill; until sbowd rwenty a1 thisty of the In-
trudess stood, menscingy wound the hole..
no ons cpoks.

Prom the darknoss of the tole amerped

riumph two hidoous cyes,. From the
bright red-neck and the protruding posterior
it soon became clear to the dumbfounded
prisoners who it was. What was going on. It
was the tefror of the Kesh; security P/O
Shon!

The man stepped forward and addressed
the O/C — *This is a raid for tunnels, assemble
your men and go to the canteen.’

“We can't get out 10 the canteen, the doars
of our hut are locked’ replied the O/C.

‘So you're rofusing a search’ retorted
Short.

Just then A.G. Burdock’s outsize head
appeared at the mouth of the hole. ‘Short!
for Chirst’s sake give me a hand’ he yelled in
typical bullying fashion.

*They're refusing a scarch sir’ Short said
with a witle, stupid leer, stretching out a hand
to the G who rel pted it

Burdock stood upright fn what teemed to
have been a grey suit, white shirt and greer —
yes green duffle coat, under his arm he had a
brief case, with rumour has it absolutely
nothing in it. He strutted over the O/C ‘what
ts this about refusing a earch®.

Burdock, a reputed speaker of the Irish
language, like many others of his sort had
Jjoined the prison service recently, and in an
effort to hide his original accent, had devel-
oped an obswcure dialect known only in Long
Kesh.

His fanatical obsession with rules and
regulations was a product of his personal am-
bition. Ifowever unlike Caesars', his ambition
was fn no way adventurous.

He was prepared to ape his betters. To
them, the warlords in the NIO, and therefore
to him, the pritoner had to be punished for
crimes against thelr sodety.

It was his job to cee that the scrows carr-
ied out their job to the fullest, Such ‘not an
Inch’ attitudes had not gone un-noticed In
high places.

The O/C carcfully explained exactly what
he had suid 10 Short, who by this time was
standing behind the Govemor, picking his
nose with a dirty finger. ‘Typical)’ exclalmed
Burdock, who then ordered Short back down
the tunnel, with Instructions to contact out-
side and have the doors unlocked.

Shon disappeared into the hole with
much mumbling and grumbling. The prison-
aors pressed Burdock for some form of oxplan-
atlon ~ ‘Why couldn't you have used the
front door? they asked.

“Bocause” Burdock boga, brushing some
dirt béhind hils ear, which reminded prisoners
of the impousibility of making silk purses
from pigs ears. *Shart came op with & brilllant
Idea, wo aro part of & tunnel patrol. We wunnel
under the camps searchiing for tunnels. Of
course we plsy havoc with the ultra-sensitive
sound detectors; we believe our presonce
undos-ground, la a detorrent to would-be
tunnetiess and alao it enables us 1o surpriso
prisomurs from underground.

The exchangs was Interrupted by the
mitfle of koya ut the front door. Locks ware
tmuiied, bolts slld back and doors opencd, The
ky by now had lost its inky blackness. To
thie cast there was a hint of sun and of dawn,

In the curly morning gloam, fmmed in thy
~ open doarwey

‘waa the silhoustie of the

dreaded Short and of one fat Henry. The
latter entered the hut and stood in his usual
para-military stance. Short came forward and
ordered the prisoners into the canteen.

The last prisoner to leave, glanced behind
him to see the screws begin work with the
picks and shovels.

From the canteen the weary prisoners
could hear considerable banging, thudding
and screaming as the zzalous screws went
about their work. After an hour or two or
three the grotesque Henry once more app-
eared, once again standing in a way inexplic-
itly reminiscent of para-military parade
through Portadowm. Then came Shart.
“Right you can return to your huts, and
remember no hanky-panky, Tunnel Patrol is
always vigilant.

‘The prisoners led by their O/C roturned

to the huts, just in time to catch 5

the last of T.P. disappear down the hole.
hut jtself was a mass of huge holes: Holesiy
dooars, holes in the roof, holes in the radyy
and T.V., holes everywhere.

Burdock cntered the hut, electing obrigy
ly to stay on the surface.

*Sorry about this old chap’ he uid )y
queer accent, and with his usual air of
indifference.

“The T.P. do get a bit enthusiastic at
times’ ‘but why all the holes’ asked the 0.
*For tunnels of course, | admit some of ey
are in unusual places, but where there b &
slightest possibility we must check it oot
“They came in scarch of tunnels’ nid 1 d>
gruntled prisoner and left a lot of halews
bunch of bloody hole-i-gans that’s what tey
are!

AIR ATTACK

The day was unusually quiet. The few
volunteers that were milling around the
yard, hounched their shoulders indiffer-
ently to the movement in Cage 3.

The p was unch |
<calm, due to the mid-day heat.

The cago O.C. s100d at the doorway of
the hut and surveyed the quiet sceno, Sn?nll
knots of men ongaged in idle banter and out
of lhe':,idn ol his cye he obsorved some
Provas-just like mag d

out in the mid-day m"lﬂ S -

The Provas ho noted were
perched, ik
Vultures, on the roof of the hut nearost un‘:
Cage. Whatever coufq they be up 10?7 1

Ho had not long 1o walt for an
tiny speck descended, fram (he hwlmm. g
hurled it scomed from ncrass the whip, E

‘What In the namo of God®
@ the projectile shattered fngo R ‘
BO00Y {iagmonts upon the (armgo,
‘LGS someono shouted,
They're attacking us wigh EGGS!
Egg afer
e 8 P dom s

Dive for cover, cried (he 0, well awa
Ihl-.lﬂdn'lh-l.ll_h‘n“-’
range,

ordered another officer as the pm“"\l:’
firing from concealed positions: know®
to ourselves, the Y.P.s and the srews

‘God| said one Provo ‘How do m.«lt
sticks soak up so much punishment.

*Yea® safd another ‘T xpect, they 1 57
der by 6 o clock."

Meanwhile back in 2 we stood \ﬂb’:w
ment *Does this mean war?” ‘Perhaps it
something wo said? »

The Provos woro jubiliant, said 0 '
leader *You know your'e 8 yﬁl""‘
statap...’ ‘Strategist Is the ward!"

*Ay you'd make a good amo of e

Whiat were wo to do? wondered '::TJ
hero we were being bombarded b * ©g
egits — stocked up, apparently’, f01
night siege. |

‘lgnors them! That's it, goor® "‘,‘: »
Inds, Just pretend they're not her™
about your businss as usual

The Provos looked on In distelk!
can't do that* they cried ‘It's

o'

o

'
“Mher's nothing sbout this 5%
ald another, “But | might have P2
Sticks to back down. A well (1ed
ot e

“Oh o tharo lsn't, came the ref
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No one is better placed perhaps, than
the prisoner, to appreciate and feel the
full weight of the injustices and contra-
dictions of a Society. In the Six Count-
s especially amid the rising tide of
sectarianism, mass unemployment, (he
housing shortage and a welter of re-
pressive legislation; the prisoner; the
prsoner who has experienced at first
band the bullyboy tactics of the RUC
man RUC torture centre; the prisoner
who has been charged under some

‘ew’ repressive law, sentenced by a
fe-jury court, by a judge with a record
dgmiee in the British army and the
Unionist party; the prisoner who lang-
tishes in a concentration camp, knows
full well the extent of corruption, the
cesses and abuses of the State.

Today tn the Six Countics, human and
il nghts have been sacrificed on the altas
of palitical expodiency.
Alsading RUC thug was recently
quoted

;:nc “Wo can't box ander Queensborry

= the provas don'p"
What he meant was “in our privato war,

W0 the Provos, the rights of the
. mass of the
FE7BI6 bavo to get the boat”,

.hm ‘Military solution' mentality will
R nathing. Yet it is sbsolutely typical of
,.:lm thinking of the Nothern Ireland

ey Ptblicans demand *Pesce, Work and
™ »and we belfeve that this cannot
“tiined by sticking the boot in.

::""nﬁ bs achicved by a complate

the police from party political control, dis-
arm them, abolish the Special Branch and
clean up the Judidary.

1t should ensure the right to hold and
propagate any political view-point; that s it
should cnsure the freedom of speech of
which the British government so often boasts.
This legislation must of course be accompan-
led by suitable machinery to enforce jt.

SECTARIANISM

To gnarantee equal rights to all citizens re-
gardless of colour, creed, or sex, a Bill has
recently been passed in Britain, yet what of
probloms peculiar to the Six Counties? A
similar, more comprehiensive Bill is surely
needed, if we are to have some basis from
which to build strong links ac ross the sectar-
{an divide. Scctarianism is the greatest social
and political ovil of our time,until worker
stops killing worker, the working class is
doomed to remain impotent in this or any
other cconomic crisis.

HOUSING:

Everyone Is entitled to adequate shelter, at
the moment the Government’s only answer
seoms to be the constructlon of multi-million
pound cell-blocks at Long Kesh, this In itself
proves just what can be achleved with public
funds. Wo propose that under the new logis-
lation building be taken out of the hands of
private concems and public finances be used
to alleviate the crisis.

EDUCATION:

‘While millions of pounds aro being spent on
defence, security and prisons, the Govarn-

ment, interd, they say, to slash Education
costs; hore 1oo wo 83y education should be

g,::l!wunmm think that such

g o be 2 ready-mado solution in
h‘.w"‘nlu that iy would bo o step

‘hl-“ :
- Rights s one of (he most
B i Mm&-ubuma‘l:n
q‘..&“‘idunnhu-um

ey

| Pt TN consefidate any previous
-"q-iwnu anti-discrim:
' 10 privaie as well 53 public
Fegate all repressivo laws, free

“"lh Ppresent rpressive trend, b ven priority with publio funds. Wo demand
priority pu
lmh“"", of posittve, l‘,lqr . préhonsi tion at all levels and
R g oot full civil rights to the gration, theso in
e poaple. -uum;onlnummnnd.lngthounmnf

sectarianism.
THE POLICE:

Tho problem of the RUC is central to the
nnl‘o.lndunlullhdhbcndldmdnphm
nea. s

bya i

political palice service acceptable to all sect-
{ons of the comumunity , peace and stabllity s
ompossible-

The jon of such o will
not solve igh plex p of
m&hownuu.bnllllﬂvm-|m
offort to doal with the causes of the strife,
not fust the symploms.

A N | S
"V FREE I
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CROSSWORD

8. Children's street gamo.

10 West European country.

11 Begged.

12 Dlack Sheep?

14 Chores,

15 Hostages.

18  Harold Wilson ks one now.

19 Dovice producing Intense
beam of light.

21 Not curved.

23 Drive back.

24 Eamest

25 Soft marshy ground.

26 Cadger.

27 Prettier.

29  Resident of Zimbabwe

SOLUTION pd

CLUES ACROSS

CLUES DOWN

Chinese cating utensils.

Pacified,

Irish Halu.

Newspaper.

Military [ntelligence (Initials).

Crystal or Buckingham.

Small lsland.

Giphers,

Instant revolutionaries.

Shoppers.

Agreement.

————— Agnow, yankee politictan.

A 32 county socialist— -« - - »

Truth In politicsjsa -~ --- - ?

Villain.

Warkers are often threatened
with thia?

Bonanze.?

Initials of world wide religion.




| Fiction

The Visit

It was a dull enough morming. Beyond
the football pitch, grey-black clouds
were massing above the mngical green
hills, which marked the motorway and
freedom,

He did not think that It would rain, not
until afternoon anyway, %o there would be
no speedy relief, from the damp, oppresalve
heat, that added to his listlessness.

He took his place among the football
shirted ranks. and although he ltad thought
ol using the uncertain timing of his visit 10
exeuse himself, began the morning's P,T.

Alterwards while busy about the routine
tasks of the duy, the clearing away, the dean-
Ing und the mopping, he thought about his
pust and future,

The end was In sight now. There were no
maote vears, 1o be crowled through, just
munths, and (hen he would be with his wife
and Kids agaln.

e had watched the eldest of his (wo
boys. pradually shove his hands deeper Into
Ihs pockets, and round his shoulders growing
more serlous and solemn, us IC)ife und youth
were nof things to luugh ol ynd experiment
with, but heavy responsibilifis,

The younger, 1o his mind, was a bit too
Hvely and undisciplined. and lucked a father’s
yuldunce. The sliaught of s brile gitl, as
Al a; s made him (eel viinerable and angry al
e capross and with himself,

Hicwife mast of @1, lad felr the stealns
of the past ydass, He after all wus u eoldier,
even I a prisaner, and so could almost con-

fent T n struggle witli the enemy.

Bul she wos w mothier and o wife, williout
o lrusband, umil e <uspecred, o Republican
mare theough i than personul conviction

She must often have (¢t abandaned and
bitter,

T the songs that are most poplar in the
tare, very e pralse 1e heard of wives amd
urlfriends who wlt. But maybe that Is more
reasan to reypeot them, nol Jese

1€ stopped, and thaugh! It curlous, thuf
now, uf thi€ moment, he should be considar-
Ing e quiet heraism of his wife. 1o knew,
that like mosi things, he « lsm, constantly
demanstrated becames usuil, and slowly
merges into the Nultar virivos, of cilluranee
and ¢(urming.

(nialitios thiat we rogpect, bul do not
actually marvel mn, Ignoring the predictibly
surprised look from his cubicle companion,
he said wloud: “YES! she lag boen o hero'';
(ot perhups mistakenly, he cansidered words
1o be mure powerlul than (hobghts

They gave form and substance 1o Nig
dreuds and velslies, speading thelr aerval gt
foniing them away, Startled, Ho realieed 1hat
lie fuacad fur tho continued devollun of his
wile.

There was nothing really (hut he could
put his finger upon, but the genersl toune of
ber tatters lately, ana their elightly dhonlerd
state, lwd dbturbed filrn, withoul hi being
fully awnre af 11, al tho (tme, God knows, )i
with ard enwugh, wilting o letier & week for
Almaont fout yeags, willi litkle to sonvey bl
Ui khady and dimly percerved changes of
peesurialily

Yeu, she hud eway e taken such care 1o
kdep hot image alive (ot lith. OF &2 he hsd
thought,

Al the beginnim. 1t had teon paintul.butn
Tew i ariah fot e, 10 ascepy his imprisan:
ment, hut after 4 woubled sty monthn, they
I learmed wlich bits of conversstion tv con

sealrate un and which 1o avold

So mueh so, that he had almost ceased to
be conlons of the obstacles bully by years
of absence, and had wulked (rom her cosily
after each vidn

Tar shie had confided in and reussured him
by the week. All in thirty minutes, and with
a warder standing in the dontway pretending
not to listen

Maybe It had all been too cusy for Wim,
Perhaps, since facitly it had not been encour-
aged, shic had not spoken about what really
concerned her, and so had allowed herself to
be removed, untll be hod become distant
from her.

Hie had been a monk coming down from
his clolster, to speak (0 s rarcly seen relative,
about the weather,

The morning hud been passing rapidly,
The large silver containers, full of cooling
dinnet, were already being unloaded from tho
truck Into the compound trolly ; when he
came from the shower-block after washing,
The drizzling rain and the greyness of the
wire, blurred his vision of the anoracked (ig-
ures, pulling the tolly, towards the hut,
which served for a canteen.

IHe lay an top of his bed until two, liston-
ing to the talk In the hut and smoking. When
the radio was turned off ho began slowly to
prepare lor his visit.

Desplie his meticulousness however, he
wus ready to be called by hall past two. The
rest of It was wajting and thinking of How to
put Into words what he meant to say, as If a
stramger wis coming.

I1is wife would be coming up alone, her
mother looking after the children; he fell
nervous and i1l at case. His friends seeing him
deessed pp, ask needleasly wus he walting for
n visit? He replied traditionally **No! I'm
cxkpeoting a letter” bur with little humour

To avold appeuring obviously concerned,
he wont into the study-hut snd opening &
bouk in front of him, gazed out upan the
puddie strewn yard, Three years and seven
monthe were being focussed and fused 10+
gether into the coming thirty minutes,

All the cares and formlessness of the past,
cruslied together Into an Imposible space,lo
digpel his hope for the future,

He reulised of course, that now he must
hegin to deliberately plan for outslde life; (o
adop! und prepare himse|rand his wife for
hils relense. That would mean time would
pass slowly (or him, for thinking of the futwe
would make him Impatient with the present.

Mot of all he was wory of beconiing a
bardan upon Ws comrades, A walking teminds
er (hat he was poing and they were staying to
fiuce a doubtful future.

Nelther reason nor personal antagonisms,
could dispel the smell of yreachery of turn-
Ing a buck on micn, he hod |ved with so long,
hd Inaide winld (ouehad Hie upon thal of
(e autalde.

Thist s 118 juatification in the eyes of ite
creators, The passage between parallel roalit-
len mus( rent and |ent, and maybe leavo Iy
mark upon him foreves

Yet It wus bettur, he thought, (o embark
willingly upon that journey and so teialn
same measure of disection, than dri aimless-
Iy,

His mouth was dry and stale from cigar-
erte smoke, by the time the compound rumney
tapped on the wiaduw, telling him his vigi
wus up, The steady driczie had almoat soakod
s anorak  tuvugh, before he reached e
vail, and rain draps hung from the dull con.

certina wire. He had been the first called, and
so was along except for the screw who sat at
the bottom of the van, looking Intently at
the misted windows and holding the door
open with one leg.

He always digliked (he actual walt insido
the visiting box. The interval before the sound
of footsteps, which stopped at his door al-
ways scemed so long, and enabled an inexplic-
able anxjety to grow, which could mean the
highest mood.

He occupicd himself rolling a surplus of
cigarettes. Yet it could not have been five min-
ures before she was there, shutting the door,
without an inside handle with 5 bang and a
laugh of explanation for her delay.

He tried to tell ber of what he had been

thinking, but although she seemed to under-
stand, the difficulty he had with the wordlag

and Its obvious Inadequacy irritated and
worried him almost 10 desperation

By the ond of the Wsit he was fzr [torm
sure, whether she had understood, o pretend.
ed understandlog out of kindness, He began
to doubt whether he could make hey under.
stand and wondered how many other may;.
lages hed begun the slide of collapse from
Just such a visit, in the brief, but eventfy
history of Long Kesh.

He consoled himselfl with the fact thay
I.hirl‘ minutes, were not cnough but only
amuu,m:d 10 the regulsted prison period for
the 7ncv«|l of partings.

‘ hed made a start, 1t also takes time o
repdlf the damages.of time.

© rain had stopped as he stepped from
thoan back Into the compound, and he
tholight, with a bit of luck, it might cleas up.

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEES

The Prisoners’
Co-op & Alienation

The obfect of a Co-op must be to prov-
ide an altemative to the individunl who
embmces the Copitalist system by
carrying out production, distribution or
exchange simply and solely for profit.

That Is he either praduces goods or en-
fages 10 some other aspect of business which
stems from production so that he will realive
more money than he started out with,

Production of goods for the purpose of
consumption or production (machines)under
the Capitalist system acquires a peryerred
forini i that they will only be produced (or
profit - the artfcles themselves are not Impes-
tant, Just (he money, No money = no pro-
duction. Money thus takes on a powes of Ity
own. Men (oll to acquire It, Jndeed many
men spend (heir life accumulating itSociety
L split into 1wo great groups, those with
money and thow without - the haves and
the huve nots, the Capitalist and the worker,

In his search for more profits the Capital
Ist calls for1h sclence and technology, To
Increase profit he speeds up production ~he
Introduces the machine. But the machine
does not free man (tom menial tasks, rather
It condenmins him 10 uttend the machine, 1o
be fts slave,

Hlis every action Iv dictated by It when ft
speeds up, he spoeds up, when It slows down
he stows down. e doos not start untl fy
starts, he dows not xtop until It stops.,, Thus
man becumes alienated fram his labour, hat
13, 1t becormes someuiing forelgn to b, He
sees nolhing bist the nute and bolts of what
he produces. My labour s o force outslde of
hikin, he s onty *himme during Ius lelsure
petiuil

This endleas search for profit ang domin:
atlon uf the machine also alienates man from
nan.

By hullding a Co-Op tn our '« wo tried
In some smiall measure 1o mlll“u.\'m praob.
lem, wo have endeavoured to Invilve all the
producen (warken) In management admipis-
tmtion and the day to day minning uf the
CoOp. Thils greater Participution bry all drme
us closer together, The labuur dues way
appwar as somethiny foreod upan w, bus ps o
creative activity which unites you with your
cninmdes.

There Iv & great satistaction in transform™
Ing raw matarials into say a Harp or a waliéet.
10 s¢e the Nnivhed prodiict of yous uwn b
out and not fust simply the nurs and boltk
What you cannot achieve with your own
lbour Is achleved by the collective labuoss
thers, just as the Muits of thar labous /8
dl 1 8 10 your contsibntior

Private property and exploitation s ©
placed ~ not spontaneousty - by the ¢OF
sclous mnd persistant struggle 1o make (he
Individual reallse wat his contribntion I (%
the benefit and welfare of the whale <™
unity, ihis is pn important factor 18 oW
Nght agatng alfensuon.

Allenarion stems from the way In wtich
toclety Is orgamieed, 1T propgrty I prive’
and not publicly owned, then the worke o
dows not feel 3 part of \hat propeny OF
production: The workers niusy seize ¢ o
moans of prodiction snid use them “'a,
PO - but Tor the greator goud of o
thew will allonation give way to s

nt,




