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~called Constitutional Party

AN OPEN LETTER TO, YOUNG IRISHMEN.

In this lcaflot we address you the youth of the Nation. You.,

¢ faced with the mdgst critical situation that any Irish gonerntion

s faced withy You arc the custodians of the traditions Of-?g

ave and noble people. In your hands rcst tho destinies of *the
rish Nation. .

Young Iristmen! Your saony, tho British Erﬁiro ;g'at war. The
¢rucl tyrrancous Ei gt gcourgoed your Nation; that robbed
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RO ERI VSN rced oy it its longucgo, its ethools;
rurdered its goldicrs genolars; consficated tho lends of

o L. starved thousonds to decath by crtificial faminoc. Sont

us the and Tans to burn and loot ond rurdor. Inposed o -Givil
Tlap orce other shot dovm brothoe st partitioncd aur country
and over b o million of our roco Eo_s%avo;y undcr an
Oran Thott Eripitro  Sisiabian et i R E YO G0 L POND Oaor
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In this Twenty-Six Countics at tho wmoment there arc alnicst onc

hundred young nen held nrisoncrs becausc they would darc to asscrt

the ri of this Wation to Indepcondence. In the gaols of Englaond
82 young moen suffering for the samc Causec. They had the

d the audacity to ceorry the Jar into cnoryy torritory.  In

\ the Craigavon Junta hold over 140 young men. They, too,

-would dere to asscrt Iroclaond's elain to liberty. All thesc men arc

uonbers of the Irish Ropublican Lrry - Irclend's National Defonce

. c. They are proud to suffor for the Causc for vhich gcnerations

Irishrmon have died. Thoy male no complaint. They ask for no
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‘cyy They arc proud to be soldiors of tho I.R.4., but now that
¢y orce irprisoncd, now that their activitics hove cecased for the
time being, they hand-on the task to you. Will vou not be faithful

to that task?

In this opon letter we make no scecrct of the fact that we arc
ILas) ekl 5(6) Tj(inL AHale) LRl Yhy should wo make that fact sceret?

¢ I.Reii., is the Army of this country. It hos a grecat tradition.
cadition 1t will live up to.' Tt was founded to break the
connection with Englond ond %o orcet in this couvntry a Frcc,
Indonendent, Gaclic Republic, vhors poverty would ccasc to cxist, and
whero o social order bascd on Christian Justice would talke the place
of the foul British System knovm as Capitclisn,

Tn

n appcaling to you the youth of this goncration, we would
recall to your ninds the days of 1914 vhen slavish Irishmen, who
#wore then the lcaders of the Iriah pcoplc, rcfused to soizo the
cpportunity of England!'s difficulty to sccurc Trish Frcedom, and
deeided to hold Irclend for the Empire. But we would 2lso recall
to your nminds the days of 1916, when tho "Hot-hecads and tho fools™
reiscd the flag of the Irish Republic in Dublin, and by so doing, °
redeemed this Hation mnd 1zilled forever the slavishness of the sos

To-day When other leadors
the woke of Redriond ond Dillon,
for the
of Bastor 'ock
net stend with

poging as Republicans aroc following in
and ondeavouring to hold Ircland
Ay, bg proud to takeg¢your stand with the “Hot-hoads”,
1 ‘¢ stand for Ireland against the Empirec. %ill you
o YOU
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s,

Yle havo no hesitation in issuing
thie spirit of T h youth, You aro tho sons of robel fathors. Lot
it not be said thot you' are tho nost cowardly youth in Europe. Great
things arc happen ng to-day. Armios arc on tho narch. Enpircs arc
crashing and now oncsg arising., Wational territorics are bein
defended in 21l parts of tho world, Is it to be said thot the young
men of Ircland are the only young men in Europe who arc afraid to
drow t@c sword for their omm Nation? e do not beolicve this of you.

this appeal to you. Yo know
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"To believo that you only await tho opportunity,and we beliove thot
that opvortunity has boon leun to this goncration,

Como into tho ranl:s of the I.R.i., ot onco. ¥fo wont you,

1% to tnain you. Vo wont to arm You g0 that whon the doy of

apr;wes you will not bo found wanting. Iialze no nistakoe .aboufb

is war will not nass without an attompt being made to cut this
of L *pon the British Zmpirc. Thoy tay gpol us, they nay

but they will never coxtorminate our spinits .

Theto “qa vhlch we roccived from Co thal Brygha- ao“ho aEeALIEy
riddled = bullots, with the cry of No Surrender ! ‘on, -hig llpp, e
nond v gLl you hold it aloft with us? :7ill you defend it
FLEh o 'vos9 7ill you help. us to cnthronc dad fo fiske fingtion
tho 1iving Irish Rooublice If you will, thon yewn placeo ls with the
SRR s "ith your shoulders bchind .your riflcs. Join to- —~day. '
; thio Renublic and dewm ULLJ the British “lax Lords &nd their

secrvants in lerrion St,.,, and Stormont.
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