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Bishop Kavanagh
Speaks Up for the
Birmingham Six

The Irish people should remember the Birmingham Six in both their prayers and
their actions, the Most Rev. Dr James Kavanagh, auxiliary Bishop of Dublin, said
at a recent mass for the prisoners and their families. The mass, which was well
attended, was held in Dublin’s Pro-Cathedral on May 25, the feast of Corpus

Christi.

Bishop 'Kavanagh said he had person-
ally believed for some time that the Bir-
mingham Six were innocent, and victims
of a miscarriage of justice.

Inapowerfully worded sermon, Bishop
Kavanagh drew a historical parallel with
the case of Cardinal John Newman, a
victim of British justice in the 19th cen-
tury. He told how Cardinal Newman had
spoken out against discrimination against
Catholics in his Birmingham lectures,
thereby antagonising a former Italian
priest called Achilli.

Newman was brought to court by Achilli
on a charge of “criminal libel” and the
case opened on June 20th, 1852. New-
man lost, but sentence was reserved until

November of that year when his advisors
demanded a new trial on grounds of a
gross mis-direction by the trial judge.

The case dragged on until January 1853.
Then, in another eerie parallel with the
case of the Birmingham Six, the court
refused a new trial arguing that the ver-
dict of the first court should not be chal-
lenged. Newman was fined a hefty £100
and ordered to pay costs of £12,000.
Accordingto Newman’s biographers, the
bill was footed by the Catholics of Eng-
land and Ireland. He also received a
symbolic prison sentence, effective until
the date of sentencing.

Both Cardinal Newman and the Bir-
mingham Six were victims of a judicial
system that could not recognis its own
flaws, Bishop Kavanagh said. He urged
that both the prisoners and their families
be remebered in peoples’ prayers.

Dr. Kavanagh was assisted at the Cor-
pus Christi mass by Fr. Denis Carroll, Fr.
Ray Maher, Fr. Dermot Lane and Fr.
Dermod McCarthy. Fr. Pat O’Donoghue
directed the choir. Cardinal Tomas 6
Fiaich, Archbishop of Armagh was un-
ableto attend the mass but sent his apolo-
gies (see his letter, page 4).

The Birmingham Six Committee would
like to thank Bishop Kavanagh, the five
priests and all those who attended the

Bishop Kavanagh

Letter from
Paddy Joe Hill

509496

H.M. Prison, Gartree,
Market Harborough,
Leicester,

England

Dear Sir,

My name is Patrick Hill. | am one of
the six men more commonly known
as the Birmingham 6. | would like this
opportunity to clarify the position
between the Birmingham 6 and the
Dublin Government. People all over
Ireland, England, United States etc,
etc, are under the impression that the
Irish Government are doing all they
canto HELP us, the Birmingham 6. In
fact the only thing succcessive Irish
Governments have done for us and
the Guildford 4 is to KEEP us in
PRISON.

Not only have they done NOTHING
forus, butthey are goingto do NOTH-
ING for us.

From 1974, until October 1985, |
had only one meeting with an Irish
official. That was at Albany, Isle of
Wight, 1981; it lasted for less than 10
minutes. We were forgotten about by
the Irish Government and the only
thing we were to remain and still
remain to this day is that we are an
EMBARRASSMENT to them. Last
year myself and Gerry Conlon, Guild-
ford 4, asked them if they would even
give us some financial help so as we
can continue our writing Campaigns.
Even this little bit of HELP has been
refused to us.

Support groups are being set up all
over America. The people who are
organising these groups have done
more for the Guildford 4 and the Bir-
mingham 6, in six months, than the
Irish Government has donein 4 years.

contd. pg 2
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Funds are needed to help publicise the case. The Birmingham Six Committee has no aims
or agenda beyond securing the release and exoneration of the six men. You can help with

donations or support. Contact the Birmingham Six Committee, Jarlath House, Brunswick
- Place, Dublin 2. Tel: 775212.

All TDs were circularised. We thank those who contributed.

The above advertisement was published in the Sunday Tribune on April
2,1989, tomark the visit to Ireland of Soviet leader Mihail Gorbachev. The
Birmingham Six Committee plans fo run another advertisement when
Ireland takes the presidency of the European Council. We will need 1,000

signatures.

The Birmingham Six Committee
Jarlath House
12 Brunswick Place
Dublin 2.
Ireland.
Tel. (01) 775212
Fax. (01) 773427

Get Involved

The Birmingham Six Committee is one
of several groups working in Ireland,
Britain and the US for the release and
exoneration of the six men who were
wrongly convicted in August 1975 of

the Birmingham pub bombings.
The group has no aims or agenda be-
yond securing justice for the six men.

You can help, either by sending a dona-

tion or getting involved. Write to your

local representatives, TD, and Euro can-
didate who will be looking for your sup-
port in the June 15th elections to the

European Parliament.
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Write to the six men in jail, and express

your support.

Paddy Joe Hill, 509496, HM Prison
Gartree, Market Harborough, Leicester,
England.

Gerry Hunter, 509495, HM Prison Long
Larton, Evesham, Worcs, England.
John Walker, 509494, HM Prison Long
Larton, Evesham, Worcs, England.
Hugh Callaghan, 509499, HM Prison
Long Larton, Evesham, Worcs, England.
RichardMcllkenny, 509498, HM Prison
Wormwood Scrubs, DuCane Road, Lon-
don W12.

Billy Power, 509497, HM Prison Worm-
wood Scrubs, DuCane Road, London
Wi12.
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Gerry Conlon, Guildford 4, and my-
self arein constant contact with these
people and others in Europe. All, of
these people are mystified by the Irish
Government’s SILENCE. They keep
asking us WHY? | have been inform-
ing allthese, of the Irish Government's
REFUSAL to HELP us.

| have also told them that the Rus-
sian Leader Mr. Gorbachey, raised
our cases with Charles Haughey and
possibly Margaret Thatcher, on his
recent visits to Ireland and England.
Last year | wrote to the Russian
Embassy in London but, to date, |
have received no reply. Due to Mr.
Gorbachev raising our cases, | have

written again. | have asked the Rus-
sian Ambassador if he will send some-
oneto see me. | have also asked him
if as co-signaturees of the European
Convention and Helsinki Agreement,
they would take our case before the
European Court of Human Rights.

I have also writtento President Bush
and also the Democrats. | have asked
that they send an official observer to
the Guildford 4 appeal hearing. | also
hope to contact the European Parlia-
ment and | hope to write to every
European Government individually. |
will also be asking them to send offi-
cial observers to the Guildford 4
appeal hearing.

Itis my hope that all or most of these
Governments will respond to our let-
ters. By getting as many observersto
this appeal hearing as possible, we
hope that the British Judiciary will not
have the audacity to WHITEWASH
the Guildford 4 case as they did with
the Birmingham 6 case. We aiso
know that if we are to wait on the
HELP of the Irish Government then
we have a LONG LONG WAIT.

| remain yours,

Paddy Joe Hill,
Birmingham 6.



Birmingham Six
case should get to
Evrope say Fianna Fail’'s
McCreevy and Lawlor

Charlie McCreevy and Liam Lawlor, both Fianna Fail TDs in the last |
Dail, say they would like to see the case of the Birmingham Six
brought to the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg.

«] would support any initiative that
would endeavour to get the case brought
to another forum because Idon’t see any
progress being made in the British sys-
tem,” said Mr McCreevy, outgoing TD
for Kildare.

The Birmingham Six Committee is now
polling all former members of the 25th
Dail in the run-up to the June 15th general
and Euro elections. The Committee wants
to measure the strength of support for the
prisoners’ case (see questionnaire) and
help put the Birmingham Six back onthe
political agenda. The questionnaire was
mailed to the home address of each out-
going TD. Results will be published in a
forthcoming newsletter.

The prisoners decided to go to Stras-
bourg after losing their Appeal case in
January 1988. In March, the Taoiseach’s
office wrote to Richard Mcllkenny, one
of the Birmingham Six, and told him that
it would “not be feasible” for the Irish
government to support the men’s case in
Strasbourg. The Taoiseach’s office took
refuge in a technicality, claiming that a
State could not back an individual peti-
tion to the court. Legal experts in the UK
reject thisargument, and say that the Irish
government could take its owncase to the
Court.

Both Mr. McCreevy and Mr. Lawlor, of
the Dublin West constituency, say they
want the case to reach Strasbourg. They
added that they did not know what tech-
nicalities this might entail.

“In principle [ would be supportive of
trying to help them in whatever way pos-
sible,” Mr. Lawlor said, He added that
the new Fianna Fail national party will
have to take a position on the question of
the Birmingham prisoners. “Pre-election

promises mean very little at this stage, he |
said.”

His views were echoed by Mr
McCreevy. “Itseems to have gone offthe |
political agenda for the last year. [ would
like to see it higher on the agenda.”

THE
BIRMINGHAM SIX
COMMITTEE

JARLATH HOUSE,

12, Brunswick Place,
Dublin 2.

Tel. 775212. Fax. 773427

NAME

POLITICAL PARTY

CONSTITUENCY

1. Do you personally believe that the Birmingham Six have failed to receive
justice in the British Courts?

2. The men are now trying to bring their case to the European Court in
Strasbourg. Given that this is the only legal avenue open to them,
following the unsuccessful Appeal case in 1988, do you think the
Irish Government should support their efforts to take the case to
Strasbourg. If yes, in what way?

3. Do you think the incoming Irish Government should give financial support
to the prisoners and their families to help establish their innocence?

Chairman: J. Colgan; Secretary: M. Gaffin; Treasurer: G. Nic Reamoinn



AN

Letters to the

D

Committee

May 23, 1989

A Chara,

Thank you for your letter of 9th May
informing me that a special Mass would
be celebrated for the Birmingham Six
and their families by Bishop Kavanagh
next Thursday evening in the Pro-Cathe-
dral.

lam sorry that as I'shall be celebrating
an open-air Mass at a Mass rock in Co.
Tyrone on the same evening, it will be
impossible for me to attend the Mass in
Dublin.

However I wanted you to know of my
continued sympathy and support for the
cause of the Birmingham Six and their
families. Thope alarge crowd will attend
the Mass in Dublin and pray fervently
that the Birmingham prisoners willshortly
be released.

Guim rath Dé agus coimirce na
Maighdine Muire oraibh.

Slan agus beannacht.

Tomas O Fiaich,

Cardinal Archbishop of Armagh,
Ara Coeli,

Ard Mhacha.

: Stop press

Local support groups:

The Committee is looking for people,
especially in the counties of Cork,
Kerry, Galway, Clare and Donegal,
who can help distribute this newslet-
ter in their area, workplace or local
pub. Please contact the Birmingham
Six Committee at Jarlath House, tel.
775212.

Volunteers:

Helpers wanted at the Birmingham
Six Committee offices, between 3-
6pm, every Thursday. Tel. 775212

. Stop press

Open Letter to Mr. Haughey,
An Taoiseach

22 May 1989

Mr. Haughey,

In refusing to help the member of the
Birmingham 6 who is appealing his case
to the European Court, you are, in effect
ensuring that the appeal will fail and that
this man and the others will spend their
lives in prison in support of the English
view that “it is better that people should
suffer rather than that British justice
should be brought in question”.

Is mise,
P. Caomhanach,

36 Sraid Fhearchair,
Baile Atha Cliath 2.

Poker Classic:

There was a good turnoutatthe Poker
Classic, held on 18th May at Buswells
Hotel, Molesworth Street in Dublin.
Watch out for other fund-raising
events.

Picket:

Free on Saturdays? Joinin the weekly
picket from 11am to 2 pm at the
British Embassy, 31 Merrion Road,
Dublin 4 organised by the Booter-
stown Support Group. Tel. 887299.

We plan to publish this newsletter on a montly basis. Please fillin your name and address
if you would like to receive it. A donation towards printing costs would be gratefully

Bank Account

You canalso send donations directly into
our bank account at:

Allied Irish Banks,

52 Upper Baggot Street

Dublin 2.

A/C number 36220028

POEMS

Sweet Dreams, Your Honour!

Will you sleep the sleep of the just
When you reach the end of the trial?
The long denial of evidence

Has probably tired you out.

Real felons need not fear

When you decide to wake

Because Libra has not only lost

Her sight but her heart also.

What will you tell those men

Who stand dejectedly

At the gates of Britain’s Chancery -
That they’ve failed the test of truth?

Davoren Hanna
Untitled

Through leafy glens
and sunlit glades

the mountain stream
does flow

And it whispers to the
reeds and ferns

that along its banks
do grow

It ripplcs soft-sweet
laughter

as their heads nod with
delight

at its tales of
wondrous highlands
and mountain peaks
clothed snowy-white
On and on it travels
and all about it

are filled with glee

at its ever-glowing
laughter

As it bounds homeward
to the sea.

Richard Mcllkenny

Book list

The Birmingham Six Committee is pre-
paring a poetry book, with contributions

= from both amateur and major Irish poets.

The Birmingham Six, by Derek Dunne.
I Contactthe B6 Committee, Jarlath House,
12 Brunswick P1., Dublin 2. Tel. 775212.
| Cost £2.00, including P&P. It is also
| being translated and willshortly be avail-
| able in German and French. Spanish and
| Russian editions to follow.
| Copies of Amnesty International’s
reporton the 1987 Appeal Hearing are
also available from Jarlath House in
l English, French and German.




