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Republican Prisoners in Belfast and England,

Docember 29tL, 1970,

An apve=1 addressed to all Sinn Fein members to take an active

part in the national collection for An Cumann Cabhrach, the Prisoners
Dependants Fund, over the Christmas and New Year period was made by
Ruairi O'Bradatgh, President of Sinn Fein when he spoke at the
formation of a new Cumann for the Ballaghadercen-Lisacul area in
Lisacul Memori~l Hall, Co., Roscommon last night,

Sentences of 15 vears, ten vears, eight and five years had been

imvosed on Irish Renublicans in Belfast last week, In all cases the

prisoners had refused to recoesnise British courts overating in Ireland,

It was not true to sav that there were onlv six Irish Political
orisonsrs in jail in England. Alex and Richard McLaverty of Belfast
who are serving five wear sentences in Winson Green Prison Birmingham
are being ignored in cdrtain quarters, Their family home at 36

Brookfield St., Ardoyne was burnt out in August 1969 and their alleged
"erime" is that thev took svorting weapons from a gunshop to defend
their peovle in Belfast,

Two other grouvs of volitical nrisoners and a number of individualS
2re on remand in various other iails in England making a total of close

on 20 while menvy more are serving sentences in Crumlin Road Prison’
3

Belfast,

First reports of collections from the Six Counties were vary
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encouraging and he understood that the annual Cumann Cabhrach Sale of

Work held recently in the Mansion House, Dublin was highlv successful,
The wives and children of the prisoners and in some cases aged
and devendant relatives must bhe provided for, The Republican Movement
will not fail the men in iail, Active members and those associated
with the Movement are conflident of a generous resnonse from the Irish

neonle at home and in exile, The time to make this aporoach to them

is now,

From the comfort of our homes this Christmas we should spare =a

SINN FEIN 2a SRAID CHAOIMHIN foch BAILE ATHA CLIATH 8




Renublican Prisonersg 2

thought - and some of our money too - for those imorisoned for Irelands

sake,

Cfficers elected were: Chairman, Michael McDonagh, Lisacul:

Vice-chairman, J, O'Hara, Ballaghadereen; Secretaty, Liam Morrissey,

Ballachadereen j Treasurers, Larry Noone, Ballachadereen and James

Duffv, Kilmovee.,

A vote of svymnathv was vassed with the McCormnck familv,

Kiltobranks on the death of their sister,

. Ends,




