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abttitude to Leinster House, stormont and westminster Farliaments

It would seem from letters which have appeared in the Irish
newspapers from time to time and from remarks mude at meetings
and debates, as well as in private conversation, that many
people do not understand fully the attitude of sinn Fein to
the Leinster House, Stormont and liestminster Psarlisments.

The Coiste Seasta of binn Fein wish accordingly to outline
once more the policy of the organisation vim—a-vis these
administrations.

The immediate objective of Sinn Fein is to zchieve the
unity and freedom of Ireland. One of the means adopted
tovards this end is the contesting of elections aznd the
organising of the Irish people into an effective politicel
movemente The reasons for not tuking seats as & minority
group in Leinster House, and not taking seats 2t 211 in
either of the other two assemblies, are based on both
principle and tactics. Ve shall explain the pclicy from
the point of view of both.

oinn Fein rejects outright the claim of England to a
right to rule any part of Ireland; it recognises authority
derived from the universal suffrage of all the Irish people
as the only lawful suthority, under God, in this island. i
& partition system of government was forced on this country !
in 1920-21 and England set up two partition institutions
of Government, Leinster House and Stormont, ruling 26 and
6 Counties respectively. The poviers and functvidéms of both
were limited by the terms of the .ct which set them up, the
Government of Ireland .ct, passed by the parlizment of
westminster in 1920. kighty per cent of the functions of
Government in the uix Counties were and still are reserved
to westminster, & number of changes were made in the
26 County state, its name wus chunged twice, a new
constitution was adopted in 1937 and a "Republic" declared

in 1949,

Leinster House is still what it was designed to be the first
dey, = partition institution which is prevented from ,
functioning as a Netional (32-County) Parlizment by the British ' .
laws which estublished its namely, the Government of Ireland ]
2CT, 19203 the Irish Free State ict (the "Treaty") 1922 iand =y
the Boundary sgreement, 1925, This legislation of the British
rarliament was incorporated in the 1937 Constitution, either in
Toto or in some amended form, €.8. article 3 of that

constitution sauys the laws shall extend to the 26 Counties
only.

Despite any constitutionsl chunges effected since 1921, [/
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To operate the Leinster House or Stormont parlizments is
to zccept bnglund's right to purtition Irelend and to set up
partition institutions of government here., This conflicts
with one of the fundement:l principles of winn Fein: that
the only wuthority ve recognise is the cuthority derived from
the votes of 211 the Irish people, e rcject 211 lews, pacts
and tresties which in any way restrict the Sovereignty ' of the
Ne tion,

" Legul aend Constitutional Difficulties"

Not only can the Leinster House asgsembly not function wus

& National Parliument, but the "Netionalist" M.F,s: of stormont
have even beon denied what is called right of wudience, i.e.
permission to attend without voting. vxplaining why this wes
1not possidble in Octoher 1954, thc then Taoisewch, Mir. John ..

Costelloy, said that such ¢ step "would raise legal znd
constituticnal difficulties. ihat he meant vias that Leinster
House could function only es &« partition institution bound by
the terms of rcference Englaund had given it in 1920.

Once you accept the partition institution zny position
other thun that of currying out its. purpose is untenzble.
Those who zccept wtormont «nd Leinster House accent the
British laws which creuted them znd ucquiesce in the
consequent limitations of their sovereignty and Jurisdiction.
To enter either of these institutions is to bind oneself
hand end foot, as politicians of <11 parties have done, with
these 'legael and constitutional difficulties'.

The binn Fein attitude to Leinster House is clearly

set out in our National Unity and IndependenceProgramme
where it is stated thut vwe will not enter Leinster House as a
minority group, but given & m jority we are prepared to toke
over t:u6¢ assembly, invite in ull the elected representatives
of the Irish pcople =nd proceed to legivlate for =11 Ireland.
By doing this the 26-County purlicment set up by ingland
would be abolished w«nd « 32-County ascembly established.

Hemzining Clewr of Intanglements.

vometimes it is szeid thet (as heppened in 1957) if we got
four T.D.s e¢lected they should teke their sests znd that we
would win four more secuts ut the next election, and so ou,
fieasiisoid that o me. jority could be built up gradually in this
VILY o It is vell to remember that during the five, ten or
fifteen years thut the minority would be sitting in Leinster
Eouse, they would be subjected to very great political
prossures und thut some if not most of them, while driwing their
sclaries cnd looking after the day to day affuirs of their
constitucuts, probubly would losc sight of the primary objective
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of freeing Ireland. It will be seid that we do not trust
ourselves, but expericnce hns shown that nll who went into
Leinster Housc cnd :ccepted the purtition system (znd some
vent in with greut sincerity und the best of intontions)
becams so enmeshed in it thet they shirked the possibility of
the clash with Brituin that un uttempt to set up o Netional
rurliament would bring =bout.

By romaining clceur of the cntunglements which wre
inseparable from Leinstor House or vtormont, the sinn Fein
representatives,; wlone wniong those chosen ut parli.ment:.ry
elections, North or south, aure free +to work for wnd lesd the
éntire Irish people towards an .1l-Irelund Porlidment.

Further, those who operute ingland's system of colonizl
exploitution and refuse to . 3semble sn »ll-Irelond
Furlicment «re the reul ubstentionists. They are the
abstentionists from & Nutionul Farlicment. vinn Fein wre
yuite prepared to tuke their place as @ minority in any
sll-Irelond Parlicment, no metterwho convencs it, provided it
is zetively cndeavouring to rule sll 32 Counties. 2t the
moment though, it does not auppear likely that any of the
existing purties are prepared to do this. They have too big
& stuke in the present system. Onc movement which hzs
nainteined = nutionul approuch to Irelond's problems is the
Labour movement, «nd they might be ¢xpected to reject the
pertition system and forge zhead to full freedom, wcre it not
that most of their leuders lock the necessary mor:l couruge to
do so. It must be obvious to them by now that they ure
fighting = losing buttle in Leinster House politics.

In the 26~County Locul Llcctions of 1960 Sinn Fein hed
30 candidutes returnced andthey tock their scuts on the bodies to
which they were clected. Teking port in the offeirs of locel
suthorities does not involve cccepting the purtition system as
these zcuthorities would operute in a similar munner under e
Nution:l 32-County Furliument. Just us was done when the whole
country wis under the dircet rule of uwestminster, Sinn Fein
is prepared to use the cketion machinery and to sit on loecal
bodies,

To Chenge the sSystem.

sttendince s ¢ minority group ot Leinster House would not
meen thet sinn Pein spokosmen would get wny more publicity or any
fuirer roporting of its policy aund wctivities in the Press. The
coveruge obt.invd depends cntirely on the wttitude of the press.
4 500d exunplc is the umount of spuce given to stetements of
the Six-County Liber.l léawder, tho nev. albert Mcklroy, whose
cundidutes polled 17,000 votes in the westminster ilection of
Uctober, 1964. sepublicun condidates. polled 101,000 votes, yet
statements by iepublicun leuders got scarcely anyspace at «1l.
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This deliberate wttempt to prevent Sinn Fein policy ste tements
from reaching the public is one of the greatest obstucles to
the progress of the hepublicun Movement. 4

Tc sum up, the position is that Sinn Fein secks to change
the purtition system imposed on us by knglund more thun four
decudes wgoy not mercly to chunge the personnel operating
it, but to chunge the systom itsclf, This is o primury or
fundimentel national issue. Until this is done, it will not
be possible to develop the resources of this country in the
interests of the Irish pcople. Becoming part of the system
and perpetucting it will not bring about its abolition.
Two points mude above wre worth repeating heros

1. Like wny other political organisation, Sinn Fein,
if given a mujority, willform ¢ government.

2o ven s ¢« minority, oinn Fein will sit with any
other group in an sll-Ireland Parlicment.

Finzlly, Sinn Fein has a Socizl and Economic Programme
which it intends to put into cffect in the free Ircland.
Freedom is not an end in itself, but =& meuns to achieve
an end - the welfare of the Irish people. The t=sks which
will have to be tuckled in the new Ireland may well be no

less difficult than the mighty one of wchieving complete
political, finuncial end cconomic freedoms.



