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Brits loot & terrorise Turf Lodge

THEY = e
FRAMED & -
TORTURED
MY
HUSBAND
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SDLP IN CHAOS

The present chaos of the SDLP is
not surprising if one takes even a
cursory glance at its history. The
SDLP was set up as an alliance:
There were three strands: the
Civil Righters and the Liberals of
the NDP; Belfast Workerists; and
rural and West ofthe Bann Nation-
alists — the last in the least pos-
ition. They were brought together
in Holy Matrimony by Maurice
Foley, a Labour MP who is closely
connected with British Intellig-
ence, for which he was responsible
as a Minister, he is also a trustee
of the Ariel Foundation, which
finances research and various
projects to end ‘“‘conflict”, ie.
anti-imperialist  struggle. They
were heavily financed for years by
the Joseph Rowntree Memorial
Social Services Trust, whose
administrator was Mr. Patrap
(now Lord) Chitnis, an Indian,
who had formerly been promin-

ent in the Liberal Party in
England.
The SDLP is now being

dropped by these sponsors bec-
ause they accepted the impossible
terms within which British and
Loyalist interests demanded that
the ‘conflict’ be seen. It is ironic
indeed to hear Gerry Fitt coming
out with phrases like “We are a
legal political party” after SDLP
papers were seized and held at a
military road-block. He also in &is
bluster called for a search for
subversive literature in the offices
of the Loyalists with whom he has
been busily trying to share power
for the past three years.

Unlike the other workerist,
Paddy Devlin, Fitt has decided to
play the green card for the expect-
ed Westminster general election.
The Irish dimension, he said, will
always be part of the SDLP’s pol-
icy. Once, of course, it was a
“Council of Ireland with teeth”!
This  disappeared after the
Loyalist lock-out. Power-sharing
with “members of the minority
tradition” has since become the
upper limit of SDLP operations.

Paddy Devlin recently publicly
abandoned even that minute con-
cession to the demand for Irish
self-goverment. He also recently
made himself very unpopular by
supporting loyalist councilors on
the Belfast Corporation in
refusing to sign the guarantee of
fir _employment asked for by

| sumption or services.

Further because of the struc-
ture of agricultural industry the
price of food was high in Ireland
which meant that wages had to be
high if workers were to enjoy a
human standard of living. This in
turn meant that in the free
competitive market which Ireland
was, Irish manufactures could be
under-sold by British and foreign
competitors. The Irish cotton
industry was as technologically
developed and enjoyed propor-
tionately as much entrepreneurial
exploitation and capital
investment as its British compet-
itor. But the domestic market on
which it depended shrank away
partly through the pre-famine
removal - of protective tariffs
which made imports cheaper,
with consequent loss of jobs.
The political integration of
Ireland in the United King-
dom under the Act of Union
finally impoverised the rural
population and destroyed

the British Government. Accord-
ing to Paddy the Loyalists don’t
discriminate. (It was a pity for
this stance that at the same time
the Rev. Mc Crea of Magherafelt
and the Ballymena Council came
out with the traditional bigotry
against Gaelic games.)

Paddy has already committed
himself since May 1976 to an
independent 6 county “Ulster”
That this was a hare-brained
scheme and a diversion is shown
by the fact that no politician
supports Devlin, not even Paddy
Duffy who flirted with the idea
in order to get a British
withdrawal and possibly in the
hopes of eventual Irish unity.
Paddy in a press.comment on his
resignation from SDLP office gave
as a reason that the party was no
longer considering a 6 county
Ulster. Paddy identifies his Social
Democracy (which he gets from
the late right-wing British Labour
foreign minister Tony Crosland —
see his, Irish Times pose) with
abandonment of the national
struggle and acceptance of an
inevitably anti-worker Orange
state with all the irrationalities
of traditional Ulster sectarianism
in the ascendant. At least he
owns his intellectual debt to
Crosland and does not ‘claim
Connolly as his inspiration. He
could in fact claim Walker.

\

i Ireland faced the twentieth century with a deformed economy that was
riddled with paradoxes and bristling with contradictions. Though agricul-
ture was over-whelmingly its most important industry, farming was organ-
| ised exclusively on free enterprise lines which meant that output was
dominated by conditions in the world market. This was in turn dictated
by the demands of England which was the dominant food-importing coun-
try at the time. There was concentration on the product which maximised
the profits of the rancher and landlord class — live store cattle. These were
exported on the hoof. Their production was most economical in the use
| of labour which was abundant and unemployed in Ireland. The profits
| were concentrated in the hands of a small number of ageing families who
d neither generated demand nor re-invested in the land nor spent on con-

It took the whole effort that was put into the co-operative industry
? and the backing which it was given by successive governments to save the
butter and bacon making sectors of the food processing industry from
extinction. Apart from the brewing and distilling industries, which were
capital-intensive, labour-saving, highly profitable insustries and biscuit
factories in Belfast and Dublin no industrial employment was generated
by processing Irish agricultural output.

domestic demand for anything.
Finally the disaster of the potato
blight was allowed to run its
course which resulted in a
million deaths from hunger and
deprivation, and two million
emig 2ting within five years. This
meant the erosion of the
domestic market for all Irish
manufacturers as an aging, dwind-
ling population generates little
demand. The rates policy of the
Irish Railway companies favoured
British manufactures. It was
cheaper for instance to send bread
or biscuits from British centres
to remote parts of the Irish
countryside than from Irish prov-
incial towns to their hinterland.

KANGEROO COURT IN
CRUMLIN ROAD GAOL

it .

On 14 September 1976 Ciaran
Nugent a young man of 19 from the
falls resisted the attempts of prison
warders to dress him in the prison
clothes and sent out the defiant
message ‘“They will have to nail
the prison clothes to my back before
I will submit.” Since then he has
been joined by 180 comrades.
Connolly Brady from Derry in
spite of sustained beatings from
warders led the IRSP members
and supporters in the protest,
whilst in Crumlin Road, Gerry
Dowdall has despite his massive
injuries contested every step in
prulrac(ed attempts to “‘crim-
inalise” him and the other
Republican and Socialist prisoners
of War in A Wing, who are still on
remand.

Gerry Dowdall set an example
the the Prisoners of War of this

campaign  by. escaping from
Crumlin Road when on remand in
1972. This marked him out for
special vengeance when he was
moved to Crumlin Road from
Musgrave Park hospital in April
of this year. Though he was a
remand prisoner who had never
been sentenced he was denied
a; iation “except with notor-
ious habitual prisoners.

During a raid of A wing on

In Belfast and its hinterland
the linen industry modernised and
relocated itself mainly on sites
proximate to convenient trans-
port. It changed from being a
domestic industry in the 1820’s
to a factory based industry by
the 1860's which was its greatest
period of growth in the nine-
teenth century. Employment was
70% female and already by the
turn of the century it was suffer-
ing from the failure of world
demand which was to lead to
heavy unemployment in the
1920’s and its virtual extinction
in the 1950’s.

Engineering took firm root
in Belfast in the early decades of
the nineteenth century and
continued to grow first to supply
and service machines in the cotton
and linen industry which located
in Belfast. This was mainly
because of the free availability of
a free suitable deep-water-front
site. on Queen’s Island. The
Northern industries were export-
oriented and increasingly used
imported inputs with the result
that there was little spin-off
industrial growth generated by
their spccess outside the immed-
iate hinterland of Belfast the only
in Ireland - which experienced
a modern industrial growth rate
in the nineteenth century. The
successful northern bourgeoisie
allied with the landlord class to
act as colonial agents in Ireland.
Protestantism equated its inter-
ests with imperialism as the
century advanced and became
more fundamentalist and bigoted
in its relations with Roman
Catholics. Belfast replaced Dublin
as the scene of Orange/Green riots
and discrimination. Sectarianism
was licensed as a means of
distracting the workers from con-
centration on their class and anti-
imperialist interests. The British
imperialist government system-
atically built up the social role
and authority of the Catholic

Wednesday 6th July his prop-
erty -and cell was wrecked.
(see letter in page seven).

Dowdall  told . the Prison
officer in charge that he was
taking a legal action against him
for assault. He also complained
to the Principal Officer, the
Assistant  Governor and finally
to the Governor. The Governor,
instead of showing concern or
disciplining his men accused
Dowdall of issuing false and m:

i allegations against a prison
officer. He then ‘tried” him, found
him guilty and sentenced him in
what was no more than a ‘Kanger-
00 Court™. He was ‘sentenced’ to
One Month’s loss of association
for not making his bed (hight
and  One Month’s
cess (0 the Tuck Shop;
food parcels and privileges. . For
the so-called *“‘false allegations’
he lost a further two months of
association. This means™ in all
he has been deprived of night
exercise (rom [Ith July 1977
until 10th October 1977. It must
be further observed that in view
of the massive surgery that Gerry
Dowdall underwent in April and
the fact that his wounds are still
healing this, will have an irrevers-
ible long-term ill-effect on his
health.

= longer pretends to see the siX

- an _entity

church as a bulwark gpn ‘
revolutivnary and libera] ideas.
When Ireland was partigj,
in 1920 only 13% of the et
force in the 26 counties Wi
engaged in manufactyr
industry and about 26% i, l"
6 counties. In the Free Sliu
emigration was the great S0
problem; in Northem '“lind
unemployment. The only signif,
icant change to the patterp of
stagnation in the 6 counties
the inter-war years was the g
failure of demand for ships ang
linen which led to almog
total unemployment in they
industries in the 1930's.
Between 1932 and 1934
Fianna Fail under Eamonp Dy
Valera made a systematic attemp
to exploit the hard-won autgy
omy of the Free State, in f
matter of taxes and tariffs, I
build a broader industrial base ang
to ensure Irish control of as many
businesses as possible. Further
experiments were made to us:
State capital to build enterprises
which either required large capita]
investment such as Bord na Mong
or were areas neglected by privae
investors such as the Industria|
Credit Company. The result was
that many new capitalists emerged
with a nationalist or even pseudo-
Republican  background  who
accumulated small fortunes and
also had a certain political power
in the new state. New industries
were established such as motor-
car assembly or bicycle manuf-
acture or old ones were strength-
ened such as boot and shoe
manufacture or the fumiture
workshops. But the Irish £
remained on a par with sterling, :
the Bank of England continued
to dictate Irish financial and®
monetary  policy and British
imperialism engaged in an all
out economic war to smash the
26 counties and teach DeValer
a lesson. The motive behind
Britain’s  xenophobic  reaction &
was to ensure that its supplies
of cheap food and labour and
the ready market for British
manufactured goods was kept
open. When the World War 2
ended this policy of stifling
the Irish economy was resumed
The 26 counties were effectively’
robbed of payment at a realistic
price for its massive food and %
labour exports to the United
Kingdom  during the forties
through being paid in sterling,
and the freezing of Ireland’s "
sterling assets.

{

Next Issue Part 3: Monelary‘
and Financial Policy. ‘

PRESS RELEASE FROM

BELFAST EXECUTIVE §
IRISH REPUBLICAN
SOCIALIST PARTY.

The American government has =
now indicated publicly that it n®

county struggle as a purely inter= =
nal British problem. The World
Banker is publicly revealing tha!
it regards Britain’s role in lnh.nd
as a political and military po'llce
role for international capitalis™-
Perhaps this is what is meant bY
the Irish National Caucus anC -
Ruairi O Bradaigh President ©
Provisional Sinn Fein when the
welcome  the “intenmﬁ.anall‘s‘
ation” of the issue. But 1t t
case the internationalisation has_
taken a disastrous ﬁ”-'lnten_oe ;

C tion of the exis!
o “Northern Ireland ™,
and the confining of the issue lg
the condemnation of “violence
and the search for agreed govern
ment within “Northern Ireland”. |
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ORGY OF viem i

F VIOLANCE
The Marine Commandog came in
dMonagh roundabout

then from the other
l:f L_odge only to be met
o) ashing, whistling and
Tom youths and women of
b ea(;'ea. These were baton
e B¢ and  eyewitnesses
> n;i;n and children being beaten
by ebu'tt& Then British troops

egan their orgy of violance and
looting, arresting anyone in sight
and beating them senseless on the
Way to Fort Monagh and Castle-
reag}_l where the treatment was
continued before they were
released without charge. Up to
twenty people were taken to the
Royal Victoria Hospital.

WOMEN BRUTALLY
ATTACKED

Brits loot and

terrorise

Turf Lodge

Women were treated just as badly,
_Mrs. Berni Highland was attacked
in her house, beaten about the
face, dragged outside and kicked
in the stomach. Kathleen Morgan
complained about her bad lung
during the course ‘of an assault
and was immediately beaten on
the side of her body with the
bad lung. Many houses were left
almost uninhabitable. Hundreds
of pounds, ornaments, jewellery
were stolen during the raids.
Almost 40,000 pounds worth of
stolen property, looted from
Belfast city centre shops, was
blood splashed on walls and in  discovered in the British Army
pools on the ground. base in the Grand Central Hotel.

e ———

Happy
birthday

~ Belfast's Turf Lodge, which has
solidly resisted British presence in
its area, has been subjected to
British terror on 2 scale not seen
© | Belfast for some time. British
troops saturated the area follow-
ing the Queen’s visit in August,
\ niding and ransacking houses,
beating the occupants, irrespective
* of sex or age and stealing anything
of value. Numerous arrests were

de and those arrested were
taken to Fort Monagh and Castle-
reagh where they were severely
beaten. One victim described Fort
Monagh as an “abattoir” with

Towards the end of September 1976 a series of discussion type meetings began
L between the various antiimperialist groups in Derry City, which were to end in the

st agression. =
The Iim‘sf)f those taking part in the discussions was to establish what aspects on
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BRUTALITY
IN LONG

The struggle for the retention of
political status continues.in the
Northern  nationalist ~ ghettos
where the people, particularly
relatives and political groups, see
the importance of firmly estab-
lishing that a national liberation
struggle is being waged. Mean-
while the brutality in the H—
Blocks continues.

Despite the inclusion of an
article in the Geneva Convention
stating that those engaged in
guerrilla warfare should be, when
captured, granted prisoner-of-war
status, the British government and
the Northern Ireland Office con-
tinue to refuse to do so and are
escalating their propoganda cam-
paign to falsely imply that the
struggle is one between non-
political criminals and the ‘secur-
ity forces’. Part of this campaign
is the withdrawal of special cat-
egory status. This special status

.was seen by the insurgent pop-

ESH

POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Instead the repression in Armagh
Jail and Long Kesh against all
prisoners, and, particularly those
demanding  political status,
continues. Confined naked to
their cells except for blankets or
towels, deprived of reading mat-
erials, visits and letters, and little
or no recreation, the courageous
prisoners continue to demand the
right to be recognised as having
been jailed because of their
political aspirations. Irregardless
of random assaults and beatings
by prison officers and the torture
of strip lighting that will event-
ually make them blind, they
struggle on. On the outside,
ignored by the media and harassed
by the Brits, the relatives, friends
and politically aware domonstrate

Irish Front. In many ways this was an |

which could be built unity, and what organisational form this new found unity would
' take. After some weeks demands were adopted as the platform for struggle. Th;se
demands are; 1) An end to torture, harassment and intimidation, 2) Full support for

the i paign leading eral amnesty for all political prisoners
o ten o | el British jails, 4) The withdrawal of

combined. These include; The Rep

 Party, The Irish Nationalist Party, the Prisoners’ dependants
igan Priosners Welfare Committee, The Political Prisoners

-and the Derry Troops Out Group.

* The folfowing is a summary of activity by the

JANUARY: A d of t complaints was comp
Press and other interested bodies. A team of lawyers were ;:pmuchad to handle daily
the many cases of arrest and torture. A motion was raised in the City Council on t:;
" question of political status by IRSP member Clir. M. Montgomery. Letters smugel

out of prisons published.

FEBRUARY: Over sixty attend
atiend Blood; :

ly Sunday commemoration.
Rd. RUC Complex, :'nd ‘march to Bishop's Palace to highlight the tonu:etl‘ at C;s.tle!-
B e et T A M%Coze%l;d;:‘!'rbi;hml tetter t‘o
on torture of internees in *71 at Human Rights Co 3
Bishop brings nrmoun onel:hy.lul and mental torture, and press mouﬂ:::xtomoz :;r:th;
Contact the Front for news on ill t on rep
all over the world. 1,000 march on Feb. 6th in support of Irish Front demands.

& i Day celebrated
 MARCH: 12,0 St. Patrick’s Day. First time National Feast Day
Aﬁ;{-ﬂu Ihoxodlml.‘ll$ nonl:xked as Prisoners Day and f‘xnmylxmhnwd ;oumf n:mcys f:;:lx:
latform. Messages from Ir¢ 5
" Tom Bany. "..ﬂ‘-“ﬁi';,"c‘;’..ﬁﬁ;‘”o?m... Call for Boymn[of ;ig‘(’: w@gﬁﬁ‘:‘w‘m
P from Britain speak out for p; ners’

“llll‘lhg,“ ;::om_‘gﬁg:ﬁ;k:hone number established to combat ever in;:up
Ing repression, New headquarters opened. ‘Allegations of Torture raised at Derry
coverage. Front blocks Blutcher Street while ten
injured when army explode device thought to be
s. backed up by pickets orn thoﬂ\::xdﬂ s

SXta gardai rushed . Front takes up question of education for prisoners
Vagiligan “’nﬂﬂ!ﬂ:l:u:u;:p. ;;ndcm contacts and supporters picket Irish Embassy
in London 1 susor of Por laoise hunger strkers. Hundreds sgn petition beforo being
%0t to Cooney, Minister for (n) Justice.

; Pickets agains ests outside RUC Strand Rd. barracks. Hundreds of
AR ﬂlltﬂb:ud opp:rd:;nl:x:vnu:uon of Terrorlsm Act and 7 Days detention orders.
k"&n" of Shane Paul O'Doherty in Wormwood Scrubs, highlighted by the Irish Front ...

E. d for his repatriation together with all other prisoners. External Secretary writes to

%‘ﬁ" U, A and Britsin explaining what the Irish Front stands for, As a result

Fund (P.D.E.), The
Action Committee

Irish Front up until early September;

iled and forwarded to the

to policy. Over 10,000
Roads blocked, picket of 70 people at strand

their support.

The prisoners should be sup-
ported not only because of their
suffering but because their
demands have a deep political sig-
nificance. Life would be much
easier for them if they abandoned

ulation as being tantamount to
granting political status which it
never was. Special catagory status
was a con and many fell for it.
It should never have been acc-
epted in place of full political
status.

T D —— e e

their demands. They insist on
their implementations because
they recognise that the struggle
for national liberation and
socialism is political and correct
and not, as the Brits try to make
out, merely gang warfare by
criminals.

Any attempt by British Imper-
jalism and its native agents to
falsify the struggle and the reasons
for it, should be opposed and
exposed byt none more than an
attempt to portray the entire
struggle as that of criminals,
defaming the entire nationalist
ghetto population, its political
activists and the very principle
of self determination for the
Irish people.

MOUNTJOY

Meanwhile in Mountjoy prison
solitary confinement is being used
to punish prisoners who demon-
strated inside the Prison in July.
Reports indicate over 20 prisoners
are confined to their cells 23
hours a day.

MAY: Three members of the Front attend meetings in Birmingham, Manchester, Liver-
pool, Enfield, London, and other cities in Britain. INterviewed by all the socialist
papers and political magazines. Tour highly successful. External Secretary accepts
i ions to partici in ded tour in October.

JUNE: External Secretary addresses first session of Open Troops OUt Conference
attented by 400 delegates in London . . . joins Grunwick picket line in solidarity.
Front pickets schools in Derry on the 25th, anniversary of Queen Elizabeth'’s
coronation against closure. Many teachers sypport their action.

JULY: Irish Front exposes methods of torture at various RUC holding stations. Plans
are drawn up for visit of Queen Elizabeith of England. RUC officers visit Front leaders
requesting that they comply with the Public Order Act. No forms are completed, and
no ‘permission’ sought.

+ Derry Troops Qut Group receive replies from British MPs on the invitation
extended to them to visit the north. MPs annoyed at Labour-Unionist ‘deal’ at West-
minster. Plans going ahead to bring MPs over in late October. 12,000 demonstrate
against the visit of Elizabeth 1L Police block Derry Walls and refuse entry into Derry
Diamond. Rioting breaks out and lasts three days, Over 40 arrests. Front leader struck
by plastic bullet. Street play performed in Waterloo Square followed by a political
status meeting organised by Sinn Fein,

: More MPs write to Troops Out Group. Irish Front External Secretary
addresses meetings organised by the Irish Defence League in Glasgow and Edinburgh.
Letter sent to British socialist groupings on the question of the Labour-Unionist ‘deal’
to extend representation from 12 to 20 seats at Westminster.

UNITY IS STRENGTH!!!

TOUR OF BRITAIN PLANNED

¥ From the 10th until the 16th
Affairs Secretary will be in Scotland, addressing meetings in (}ls:sl:oevl:1 l;;:i'
Edinburgh. On October 6th two representatives will address a meeting at
~Middlesex Polytechnic, Enfield, near' London, and in the following week
will nddre.as other meetings in the Greater London area. Prior to the October
6th meeting, the speakers will addres gatherings in the north and midlands,
but since the full programme of meetings has not yet been finally dnfteci

Invitations for speakers during the summer are received at LF.

/

invitations from British isations would be most welcome.

Gerry Fitt
is angry

It was amusing to hear Gerry Fitt
complaining about the seizing of
SDLP documents at a Road block
in Co. Tyrone by the British
Army and the arrest of various
delegates on their way 'to a con-
ference in Dungannon. “This says
very little for the democratic
process in this country. The SDLP
is a legitimate political party and
1 see no reason why its members
should be harassed in this way. I
am very angry.” said Fitt.

We have been trying to tell him
that this is not a democratic coun-
try for many years and the treat-
ment his delegates got is part of
the DAILY treatment meted out
to members of the IRSP and the
general (nationalist) public in the
North. At least Gerry got his
documents back and the dele-
gates were released. Other people
-are less fortunate and have to
suffer seven days of torture in
Castlereagh only to be jailed for
years on trumped up charges,
besides having their homes looted
and vandalised and relatives har-
assed.



change
wath

Fianna
Fail

Has Fianna Fail brought any real change or is it about to ? These are
fundamental questions that must be asked by those who voted them into
power. While one must acknowledge the protest vote delivered by the
electorate against the coalition, not alone on unemployment and prices
but also on the North and Civil Liberties, and their view that anything was
better than coalition rule, there are many who believe that Fianna Fail will
in fact be different. On the surface Fianna Fail may well give that impres-
sion but fundamentally there will be little or no change in policy accept
that a better PRO job will be done.

On the question of unemployment it is obviols that there is little
change. The same economic policies are being pursued and private enter-
prise is still proclaimed as the answer. The IDA will continue its policy of
wasting tax payers money in wooing foreign industrialists who make their
profits and leave. The government will not introduce massive government
spending to provide jobs and their promised 1,600 civil service and local
government jobs are merely a sop to the public and not a reversal of the
coalition policy of cutting back on public spending. For instance CIE still
has a ban on recruitment.

Jobs for the boys, or in many cases, cash for the boys, still continues
with the revelations that the government made a secret pre-election pledge
to the Dublin Gas Company that they would build a pipeline from the
Kinsale field in Cork to Dublin if elected, although it will cost £70 million
of tax payers money. Meanwhile Fianna Fail men have been buying up
shares at 61 pence, ensuring a lucrative return.

On the question of civil liberties Fianna Fail have refused so far to
repeal the Emergency Powers Act allowing seven day detention despite
their many objections to the Act when in opposition. It remains to be seen
whether they repeal it when it comes up for renewal this month. Before
the Amnesty International call for an independent inquiry into garda
brutality, the government showed themselves to be just as willing to keep
the Justice Department’s dirty linen in private with their cover up of the
fingerprint scandal. No one has been charged with falsifying fingerprints
to get convictions nor has an inquiry taken place to allow framed people]
their freedom. The Heavy Gang is still walking around free without fear of |
prosecution or even demotion. !

Despite Gerry Collins’, willingness to grant an imprisoned couple per-
mission to marry and the' relaxing of visiting conditions, no fundamental
change has occured in our prisons. Strip searching still continues in Port-
laoise accompanied by beatings. Prisoners who refuse to be broken are
being placed in solitary confi t. One man, Sullivan has been
in solitary now for six months. Visits are still a farce. Then there was the
protest at Mountjoy prison by prisoners in July, and the ICRA protest in
Grafton STreet in August both of which were met with batons.

The issue of discrimination against women still continues with many
married women being refused unemployment benefit. The Unemployed
Workers Association is currently taking such a case to the High Court. :

. On the national question Fiann Fail have been forced to r_nake a policy
change on seeking a declaration from Britain of intent to withdraw from
Ireland to appease both the public and their own nationalist members.
Although since then Jack Lynch has denied the existance of such a policy.
Meanwhile they continue their collaboi
North and Britains interference in Irish affairs.
Fianna Fail know that their retun to power is based mainly on the
wblic’s repugnance to the policies of the coalition government. But
Fianna Fail will have to enforce the same policies as their predecessors as
they share the same basic policies. Fianna Fail are thus embarked on a
great public relations con to give the impression tl'mt they are basically
different. History will show in the future, as it has in the past, that they

are not.
Mescooeeea

EXCLUY

Statement made to the Relatives
Action Committee by Mrs. Gretta
Fusco (a member of the RAC)
161 Whiterock Road, Ballymur-
phy on Monday 5th September
1977. describing the events of
Saturday morning 3rd Septem-
ber 1977.

I was in bed with my husband There were damaged floor-
John and my four children aged boards in the front-bedroom and
from 6 to | year three months on the landing and a large hole
were asleep when we were awak- left in the floor of the bathroom/
ened by the rumbling of Saracens toilet which could have been very
and banging at the door. It was dangerous for my little children.
about half past five in the morn-  Yet the search note said that no
ing. We knew it was a raid so we damage was caused to our house..
got dressed and I looked out the |t also said that the search only
window. I looked out and I saw Jasted from 6 a.m. to 6.15 a.m.
between twenty and thirty sol- whereas the soldiers were there
diers at the door, They walked from about 5.30. a.m. until after
in and one of them told me to 7.39 a.m.
bring the children downstairs.

1 brought two of them into the Q

sitting-room where my husband
was and the soldier in charge
made us witness his-search of the The next thing a couple of
men. Some. of the soldiers went soldiers came in and one of them
upstairs and John went with grabbed John and said: “I arrest
them. They searched the two you in the name of the Queen”
bedrooms and the attic and lifted They took him out and pushed
the floorboards on the landing. him into the Saracen.

1 followed another party of 1 wasn’t told where they were
soldiers out to the scullery. When  taking my husband or how I could
they had finished searching the find out or what unit had sear-
working kitchen I went into the ched the house or who was in
sitting-room. Meantime they had  charge of the search.

brought in a gelly-sniffing dog
who found nothing. About this
time John came down to the
sitting-room with the other two |

children.

Three soldiers then began to
search the sitting-room. There was
a knock at the door and after a
few minutes one of the soldiers
in the hall opened the front
door. Another soldier came into
the sitting-room. Most of the
soldiers left their guns standing
in the hall but this one had his
rifle with him. He gave it to
another soldier to hold while
he was “searched” and went
straight up the stairs. Then he
ran down again and the front
door banged behind him.
Another soldier called out
“Bring him up here” My hus-
band went upstairs and the .
next thing I heard was him
calling ‘Gretta Come up here”
I met him racing down the
stairs, He was shaking with
anger - and shouting “The B..s
have planted ammunition on me.”
I went mad and started shouting
at all the soldiers in the sitting

Later on 1 went to tell his par-

room. Q
‘; ents and I h ¥

I heard laughing and I looked that somem::lr i::mw{;h;ls aundt
out the baclg-wmdow and I saw a  after questioning in Spri afiel
;oh{‘ler s;?ndxlg th‘eil'e laughing his  Road Police ba:gracks g:;‘ s?:el:
ead off. sodier gave my him and heard hi i

?(usl;laansd rt::r ks::rcl‘:d{:nnF !ow t:mh and threatened bt;u?h: :giii:r:used

. : ic] At about 12 mi S

means Find, It said no damage telephoned CaszllTrd:gly ?°§" e
was caused. This was abou! 7.30.  ation Centre for me and ? ;no&
My husband refused to sign it. that they admitted m:? Johnev:rag

ration with British terror in the |

held there under Section 10 of the
Emergency Provisions Act,

<4

I telephoned Castlereagh again
on Saturday night and I wasnfold
by Castlereagh that John wouldn’t
be out in the near future and
when I rang again I was told not
to be ringing until mid-day on
Sunday. I rang about one o’clock
::l;s Sunda);l and I was told there

no change that everythi

was still the same, Abo:l;y'lgg
; friend came in with word that
ohn was in the Royal"Victoria
Hosl.maL I and my girl-friend got
a drive straight down, He told me
where John was and that he had
seen him walking handcuffed
in the corridor. He. was then
tripped up-.and dragged along by
the hair and thrown against a Wllt

Y|

I went to the 2
ment and [ say, gy
that I wanteq :0"""’4
wh'o'had treateq hi the
waiting with my g
at the entries i “‘]"Cndl |
saw: John Fusco © b

doctor came apg .

bruises on his ey ;;‘

Dot worried aboyy o

that What he ya, oM.

was his ear, He Wuw :
= from the ear apq ll i
b!jzzing in his eay here "
hiin back the fojy;, He
that an ear sPWiih‘xtm ¢
as dhe suspected coulq
eardrum. He g h
asked my husbandd h‘;}‘:ll;x he
injuries and he haq Sﬂid!m
CID or the Detectiye
asked him Here therg gy 4
on his body and pe g; ¥ b
hadn’t examined his .
then rang Castlere, gh v’udy. )
hospital and were told Yon
stances have/n‘t changeg» l

m

got from his beatings, She
“I can assure you that
beating here.”

e

1 rang Castlereagh agais 80
o’clock and I was told thatbe
been shifted to Townitt
and charged. The.flmﬂ)"
refused to visit him
even though John
him. I told him on

on §

the P

by John'
ﬂi(;nsothag lJ wanted $07
visit him straights¥e) o
told him what tbe %%
said in the Royal but B o
was nothing he could do

2

- pestel

I went to the au:hd
Court on Monday mwand
my friend and her ’":u,bu‘
sister. When mY
brought into ww“dl wore ©
right and left eyelids ©yen
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o solcitor asked the juvdge
B in step out into the light
i o to ask the detective
o seo the bruises on John's
¢ detective said he could
.’“ red mark on his face, I
us and shouted out that
yere there plainly to be seen
4 “Arg you blind or
hing?" 1 Was grabbed and
ud out of the court and as the
o was closed behind me I
e it with anger and put my
o through the door.

D,

ter on the solicitor Oliver

d a few minutes’

for me with John, He. told me
3 roughed up by the soldiers
*Pringficld Road and that when
_, taken to”Castlereagh he
left lying in his cell for a long
tfirst, He was then taken to
ogation room where there

tWo men, ONe questioned
bout bullets, John said “The
“ted them in my house”

d “Come on admit they are
John said “No”, He asked
nother question, John said:

a0 him by the throat and
ey oked Rim, John tried to
e hlmu]{, The other man
Irteq :": him and the two
D, | nching  and kicking
’ John hit back. Two more

kept on kicking and
on the ground.
" all he had time to
?“P‘ that he made no

“°% Or confessi f
r‘1" the police, ShaR-eany
0 ! d with possession

Was
[°4nds of Armalite ammun-

3 "::"nd with contempt
; malicious damage to
» My friend was charged

ntempt  of court and

e T
W

Work is a right that is bei ;
" Counties and anothlesrbglsng(;ienwd o 0,000 peaple in the 26
225,000 in all wit d

over 200 years and if

Naturally those who benefit from
capitalism wish to retain it, irres-
pective of its detremental effect
on the entire nation. To divide us
and sap our energies they have
introduced  everything  from
apathy to an artificial border with
the inevitable bloodbath that is
occuring today. The rights won
after arduous struggle by workers,
such as trade union and civil
rights, are tolerated as long as
they become no immediate threat
to the capitalist class. When they
do they are whittled away.
Examples are plentyful; injunc-
tions are granted against pickets,
statutory wage ‘agreements’ are
threatened, workers are arrested
for striking or other forms of
demonstrations, special courts
are introduced.

independence

Ireland has never gained full
economic  independence even
to the limited scale of European
countries. Britain’s capitalist class
have always ensured they pulled
the strings irrespective of who
the stooges were in Stormont or
Leinster House. Our economy
has been built to support the
quickest path to profit by the
Jarge ranchers and native capit-
alists on the one hand and the
economic interests of British
capitalists on the other.

With Ireland being offered
on a silver platter to the multi-
nationals of the world, because
of the failure of the Irish capit-
alist class to provide work, came

for all and a higher living standard.

the great sell-out of our mineral
and sea wealth and shortly will
come the abandoning of our
sovereignty. Our workers. have
been shifted like cattle abroad
to find work and this will be
repeated in emigration to Europe
shortly. Our land lies under-
developed and our produce is
geared towards an artificial
market rather than the needs of
the community.

failure

We are always told that capit-
alism can work but that the fault
lies in its Bad management. We are
told alongside that lie that no
other economic system works.
The fact is that capitalism
depends on private enterprise to
survive. Everything must be
developed by private enterprise
although it is interested in nothing
short of profit. They cut all
comners, change their products,
hire and fire, all in the interest of
profit. Thus if they occasionally
meet the needs of the community
it is mere coincidence.

alternative

There is an alternative and that
is socialism. In fact historians and
philosophers would insist that it is
inevitably the next step; just as
capitalism followed feudalism so
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One of the greatest of these is
that 225,000 people should be
without work to suit the selfish-
ness of a small class of profiteers.

neglect

Capitalism cannot meet the
needs of the people because it
does not set about to meet them.
Its very practice ensures it steals
from the people, neglects their
needs and destroys everything
from the land to the atmosphere.

too will socialism follow capital-
ism. However, the change will
come about like all changes, after
Jong struggle, when the contra-
dictions of our society are settled.

Unemployed workers and trade
unionists march on Dail Eireann
in 1976. They must take to the
streets again.

The coalition told us that our
economic crisis was due to outside
influences: the world slump, the
oil crisis etc. They told us that the
working class must suffer the con-
sequences and they cut our social
services and wages and inflated
prices. Meanwhile they signed
away economic bonanzas such as
our oil and minerals could prod-
uce. Then they told us things were
better but whenever we asked for
more they told us they were still
bad.

insincerity

Fianna Fail have replaced them
and their insincerity is shown by
their lies on unemployment: they
claim only 111,000 are out of
work. If they were to succeed
(and here one must stretch the
imagination) in halfing their
unemployment figures they would
accept the remaining level of
unemployment as satisfactory.
Besides that, and more basically,
they back private enterprise.

organise

As far as the IRSP is concerned
the only good labour exchange is
an empty one. Work is a right, let
us demand it. Capitalism cannot
provide work, socialism can. As
we struggle towards socialism,
demand the nationalisation of our

natural resources, the massive
injection of state funds into
public expenditure, the harnessing
of the sea’s wealth and full pay
whether employed or not.
Demand it in your resident and
tenant and community groups.
Demand it in the trade union
movement. And when it is ac-
cepted demand that these organis-
ations do something concrete to
force their implementation, even

if it brings them into open con-

flict with the state, as it inevitably

must.




FRAMED BY
LONDON

:‘he l;_uh Republican Socmhst Pa.rty‘s London Organiser, Peter Grimes, has

b eeﬂA ramed by the British Special Branch under the Prevention of Terror-

ism Act to hinder the growth ;)f the IRSP's Support Groups in Britain. He
of Sep an

was charged at the begi

At this stage it is not possible to
fully examine the extent of the
frame and who was involved
besides the Special Branch, but
there can be no doubt that it is an
attempt to prevent the IRSP from
growing in Britain. This is clear
from one of the conditions of bail
laid down for Grimes; he is to
have no further connection with
the IRSP.

BRIBERY ATTEMPT
FAILED BEFORE

Six uniformed policemen first
arrested Peter Grimes on Septem-
ber 30th, 1976, after raiding his
flat for firearms. None were found
although Grimes was arrested
following the discovery of a toy
pistol left behind by his nephew.
At Bethnal Green Police Station
he was questioned by two Special
Branch officers who asked him
to spy on the IRSP in return for
payment and report to them.
“Will you stay in the IRSP and
help us out with names, places,
dates, telephone numbers and
anything that could help us” they
asked. Grimes asked them ‘“‘what
will happen if I refuse”. He was
told he could “get into a lot of
trouble”.

On his release Peter Grimes
reported everything that had
occured to the London IRSP
Support Group who made the
whole affair public. “to
protect our member from any
form of intimidation. Let the
police be quite clear, no amount
of raids or interrogation will
silence IRSP members or sup-
porters. We are more resolved
than ever to continue our work
here in England and to fight for
the destruction of British Imper-
ialism in Irish affairs”.

After the Seven Years War,
England still kept her armies and
navy in the American colonies,
and to pay for their maintenance,
the colonies were to be heavily
taxed — with taxes on beer, malt,
spirits and a host of other things.
The American colonists were
infuriated over this and from
1765 on, with the introduction
of the Stamp Act, agitation broke
out. This continued on for the
next ten years until the outbreak
of hostilities between English
soldiers and colonial militiamen
at Bunker Hill in 1775. In the
same year a conti{u:nt.ll congress
was called to raise an army, with
the command of it being given to
George Washington. On the 4th
-of July 1776 the Declarltio'n o‘f

P was. pi
throughout the land. Fighting
continued over the years, until
in 1781 the English commander-
in America, Cornwallis, surrend:
ered at Yorktown. £

With this_ defeat English rule in
the American colonies ended, but it
was not until 1783 that England
that the westem bound-

Ieco
ezies the USA were fixed at the
Mississippi  River. Thus, in short,

came about the birth of the United
States of America, on the face of it,
it looks fairly simple and easy to
explain. But if we probe deeper into

d released on £5,000 bail.

KNEW THEY WERE BEING
WATCHED

The London IRSP Support
Group continued their work of
publicising the policies of the
IRSP, selling the Starry Plough,
and engaging in support work
against repression in Ireland and
Britain, although they were aware
that their phones were being
tapped, their mail read and that
they were under police surveil-
lance.

At the beginning of May they.
were contacted by a man who
said his name was Con Mallon.
He claimed to support the IRSP
policies and stated he was willing
to form another support group
in Ramsgate, Kent. During the
next month he sold copies of the
Starry Plough, donated money
for the dependents of prisoners
in Ireland and asked for a meeting
which was held in mid-July.

Amongst those who went to
see ‘Mallon’ was Peter Grimes in
his capacity as organiser. Mallon
told them he was an ex-para-
trooper, dishonourably discharged
from the British Army for
speaking out against British
policy. He claimed he actually
spent six months in the ‘glass ,
house’ prior to his discharge. He
also stated another five people
were interested in joining.

Grimes then went back to
London to report on the possib-
ilities of forming another Support
Group but no definite decisi

OLICE

ARRESTED AND
CHARGED

However, at the end of August
Peter Grimes was arrested at
work, and taken to Bethnal Green
Police Station under the Prevent-
jon of Terrorism Act where he
was kept for seven days. He was
constantly interrogated for per-
jods of four hours, every three
hours. His girl friend and father
were also arrested and held for
four days, before being released
uncharged. Grimes however was
charged “that between July 13th
and August 26th you had inform-
ation which you knew might be
of material assistance in prev-
enting acts of terrorism” and
that he had not passed this on to
the police.

STAY AWAY FROM IRSP

The information Grimes is
alleged to have known is that
Mallon in Kent or Harry Driver as
the police called him, had arme-
lites and explosives buried in his
front garden! Although Grimes
denied any knowledge of the find
he was charged. Eventually he was
granted bail with his own surety
of £100 and two independent
surities of £2,500. His passport
was taken, he was made sign on
at a police station every evening
between six and nine and forbid-
den contact with the IRSP.

His flat was raided and all
records of IRSP meetings, financ-
ial records, letters etc. removed.
The house of the treasurer and

was reached as inquiries were
still being made into Mallon’s

regional was also raided
and similar items removed.

ime’s case comes Up fgr
mer?:ig?l on October 14th and is
expected to be remanded for
another two months, It could
be nearer 12 months before the
actual case is heard. In other
words the IRSP’s national organ-

iser in Britain is being prevented||

from organising for the IRSP for
st a year.

? l’:';e II{SP have no doubt that
Peter Grimes was framed. He was
repeatedly warned that such an
attempt might be made bcfo;e he
undertook the work of national
organiser in Britain. It appears the
Special Branch have gone to
considerable lengths to avenge
themselves since he exposed the
attempted bribery in September
»76. At this stage it is now known
if Con Mallon, Harry Driver or
whatever his real name is has been
charged or whether he will
‘suddenly’ decide to give Queen’s
evidence, which would mean all
charges ‘against him would be
dropped.

ACT IS REPRESSIVE

The Prevention of Terrorism
Act has been responsible for the
arrest of over 2,000 Irish people
living in Britain although only a
handful have-been convicted of
any offence. Numerous
deportation orders have been
granted under the Act. The
particular section under which
Grimes is charged has not been
used often. Meanwhile the
London IRSP Support Group
state they will not be hindered
in their work and intend to bring
as- much pressure to bear to
expose this latest frame up.
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No visits o

Portlaoise

following  gggy

| Relatives visiting prisonen +

Laoise Prison on bongey o
ber Sth were “lfted pogy
thrown out” of the prisoy
prison officers dragged thep
out of the visiting borey,
llowed attempts by the
ers to draw attention (
plight of Eamonn Sulling
has spent six months jn
confinement. He
attacked by warders on the
ious Thursday and Sumdyj
lost four teeth. All pj
in Portlacise are to pis
visits in protest st the i
and general tredtment
prison.

30 CASES FOR
STRASBOURG

Over 30 cases are being brosgi
the European Court of Humu
by the Prisoner’s Aid (0
(PAC), a non political 0
which represents lrish
oners in Britain, Sevenl ol
Court actions are being ke ¥/
prisoners assaulted while it @
There are approximately }"
political prisoners in jals 8%

background.
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the real causes of it we will find out

just who benefited from it, what the
real economic interests were behind
it etc.

To explain: The most valuable
products of the colonies were the
tobacco of Virginia, the rice in
Carolina and the tar and timber of
New England, which was vital for
the shipbuilding of the time. The
American colonists were hindered
by the colonial trading laws of
the British Empire in that nome of
the colony’s products could be
exported anywhere except to England
and Scotland.

And also, the colony was forbidden
to import manufactured goods from

any country in Europe except England.
Thus as can be seen they were

A New Series

We are serialising & iphlet
produced by the P col-
lective in Cage 14 Long Kesh.

ution ie. the merchants of the North-
e states and the slave owners of the
Southern states. To see just how true
this was it will be useful to a look at
the framing of the American Constit-
ution after the end of the war in 1783.

A Convention was to be called in
order to draft a constitution which got

.under way in Philad,
S elphia in 1787. In

The pamphlet was p

gal from the states

td mark  Anx s 200th
anniversary. It will shortl
be on general sale.

1763-1783 The colony gains its

independence, The Northern mer-
chants and the southern slave-
owners draw up their constit-
ution.

extremely restricted in their trading
by England which also restricted the
budding colonial industries .from
developing and expanding, as it might
endanger the home industry in England
and become a rival for the magket.
Thus, we have in America a rapidly-
rising, ambitious ruling class, which
cannot develop its industries apd its
rela tion to England being merely to
serve as a market and supplier of

The only way left open to develop was’

by breaking asunder these chains and
:n'ltﬂcﬂom, and this is just what they
did. It was this that led to the Amer-
ican War of Independence,

This war was fought mainly b,
small farmers and artisans. But it’;
la_denhlp was all of the upper class,
With George Washington himself being
a large plantation owner, It was this

upper class which benefited and *

manufactured goods and raw

‘also. b

and all of them just
to be from the pxote;i&‘n“:l ::dppl:x?:-
extydum.Aslmtteroffxd they
were composed of lawyers, slave
owners, university graduates, lenders
of money, owners of public bonds and
public securities. Three quarters ‘of
them were, or had been, members of
the Continental Congress, while eight
b d;gwd the Declaration_of Indep-
, and several were Governors.
ﬁ can be seen all commercial and
lmv:owdn;hmm:wuudbewdl
ed after in the Constitution. Not
one of the delegates was a ‘Wage earner
worker or frontiersman, while the maj-
ority of people were made up of small
farmers who were represented by only
one delegate, who later withdrew and
did not sign the draft , :
Thus, over 90% of the people were
unremuen:: -in ‘the drafting of the
nstitution, which signed
by only 39-of the 55 delegates, It st
© mentioned here that the
framers of the Constitution wanted 1

above all €lse to mw“"‘;, 3
 rights and it is these PP
with which they ¢4 i
abused word “Liberty” sbost
speeches and declarationt ¥0
+ecting ‘Liberty’ (that
inalienable right of M4 /et
in fact just harping # )
their own pr, ;
private property 6t
ttacks from the
able af Yo" riins
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a5 very interested in your arti

) nl‘lh
‘ powdall was shot in a field in
b Derry at the beginning of April
He was immediately surrounded

sl

T4 i
S-,-ﬂ;sd‘
4¢

cle on torture in the North, which was

August issue and I think it is very important that you
ink that the example you gave of a man being torlur)ed i; ;?if,ﬁiz

and shrapnel removed from his leg.
No one was allowed to visit him. The
next day he was taken to Musgrave

7,:*

by ;ﬂd'w who cut his trouser-leg
a knife and began to stomp on
s wound on his leg. Having tor-
him for half an hour they were
to shoot him when a British
Officer amived and stopped them.
our fools” he said “we can get
information from him.” S
" He was then brought to a nearby
Station where he was tortured
about five hours. | should mention
besides the wound in his leg he
als0 been shot in the chest and his
damaged but his torturers
dn't care despite his heavy loss of
lood. Eventually he was taken to the
d Ulster Hospital where his kidney
removed, his side opened fto
his bowels to empty into a bag

ident Carter’s speech fell far
of a contribution and is in
a hinderance to any solution
the Irish problem. Basically
er has said nothing new.
> has  backed powersharing
thich even the SDLP are about (0
andon, Even if powersharing
implemented it would
ly prolong the conflict. as
would inevitably support
tinued British interference in
ffairs. That very interfer-
( the root of the problem.
 economic ‘contribution’ of
Vestments in Ireland is nothing to
‘welcomed, as such investments
Ould be made to suit the investors
the Irish people. Such investments
tal exploitation as unconsciously
ed by Unionist M.P. Harold
when he said on UTV the
ng day ‘investors will invest if
bour force available and if

he lrish people are quite able (O
employment in Ireland to
real needs, if they adopt 3
nomic system.

ting imperialism
v P'Dl'nind clamp down on
Ons providing ‘dircct or indir-
the " Irish struggle for
tion or even those

lans  merely helpii the
f prisoners is wmeth'il:g that

Park  Hospital in Belfast. He was
immediately put on the critical list
but the Northern Ireland Office would
not grant his relatives permission to
visit him until a week later. | visited
him about this time and he was on
deaths door. He was on the drip for
six weeks and without solid food for
52 days. After ten weeks in the hos-
pital, and only ten days after a major
operation to remove shrapnel from his
chest, he was moved to Castlereagh
torture centre. There he was tortured
day and night by teams of RUC
Detectives and British Army  Intel-
ligence Officers. They concentrated
on his wounds and the parts of his
body that were already marked so
that their work wouldn't show up

afterwards. No visitors not even a
solicitor were allowed in. He stood
up to the torture for five days with-
out sleep or food and eventually
signed a  statement implicating
himself in crimes he never committed
I'rom there he was sent lo Crumlin
Road Jail.

We thought he would have been
putin the medical wing of the jail but
he wasn't. After a beating from war-
ders for refusing to tidy his cell (that
had been wrecked by the warders)
he was refused medical treatment
despite the fact that he was passing
blood. It was later discovered that
he had internal bleeding. He is taking
a case against the warders for assault
Having been isolated for the first few
weeks it was only when he was visited
by doctors, solicitors and relatives that
the terrible story of his ordeal came
out. A solicitor well used to torture
cases said ‘‘he's one man who has
really been through the mill™

Al present Gerry Dowdall is like
a scarecrow, weighing only 9 stone
instead of his usual 13. The treatment
he received is going on every day here
and everyone knows it. A special wing
has been opened in Crumlin Road Jail
10 hold ‘suspects’ pending their ‘inter-
rogation' in Castlereagh torture centre.
It is due to this torture that Mason
and the RUC can claim that they are
catching the ‘terrorists’, people who in
the main are innocent of any crime
attributed to them. | hope all this
sinks into your readers.
PRISON
address
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British imperialism, Any weakening
of the world imperialist camp aids

Appalled at the bias of the British media in its coverage of the Irish ques-
tion, a group of journalists and other media workers formed the Campaign
for Free Speech in Ireland last March. They recently issued a pamphlet, in
response to the report of the Committee on the Future of Broadcasting,

of Northern Ireland is nu

the struggle against British imper

jalism in lreland. It is this very chaired by Lord Annan, entitled Small screen = Smokescreen.
point  that  prompted Carter 1o “A democracy by definition is an age

place himself “firmly on_the side Ml gpen society; suppression of info-

of (hose who scek ‘peace’ and re-
ject “violance’ in Northern lreland™
By the word ‘peace’ he means
of J British

rmation within a democratic soc-
iety is an evil not to be tolerated,
d ding where practised the

been occuring any’ It

:‘:g’icnl position for US Imperialism
to adopt when it wishes to protect
its own exploitation of the Iqsh
people, while at the umc‘pn_!vcnm!g
any weakening  of P?mhsm in
Europe, such as a socialist Republic
would  undoubtedly bring IBOII.I.
in when McCusker stated “it is
something he should be doing any-
way” he was cormrect, from 2a
capitalist point of view.

The Irish people should realise,
as well as those in America who
support  the struggle for national
liberation and socialism here, that
US imperialism is as much an
cnemy of the Irish people as is

interference and  when he attack fullest justification”begins the
;,"""""."'" "‘;_ ‘”I""“"‘ “"’[:f‘“"'F"‘ pamphlet. Broadcasters in the
y- the nationalist  population to - e & 2 -
B st [l oo confess hat i nevs  and
\error, Continued _ British  violence [l current affairs _programmes are
is not attacked — the massive biased to demooracy. The
ment,  discriminatio Annan  Report confirms  that
bad  social ~services and  daily .. . broadcasters are operating
repression  that — comes hand in P34 >
within a system of parliamentary

hand with British interference, ~
democracy and must share its

No political compromise  is
possible  with  Unionism  or Loyal- assumptions”  (paragraph 17.9).
ism as it means @ compromise with Annan  agrees that the “due

sectarianism.  Sectarignism  divides
the unity of the Irish people and is
deliberately fostered to weaken us
and cnsure continued British rule.

impartiality” which is a legal
obligation laid on broadcasters
includes the transmission of
“the widest possible range of
views and opinions” (par. 17, 10).
The BBC Controller of Northern
Ireland, Dick Francis, said in
1977: “I believe we have a con-
tribution to make to the mainten-
ance of deémocracy, both by
broviding a forum where harsh
differences can be aired, and by
reporting and courageously it ~st-

our solution

The only solution lies in com-
plete independence not only from
British rule but from the control
of multinational companies as well.
A declaration by Britain that “the
Irish people have the right to self

determination is a _prerequisite to At
any solution. Next Britain must end igating the unpalatable trutns
her political, military, ~economic which underlie the problems in

our midst”. Yet before 1968 the
British media ignored Northern
Ireland. Since then “television has

d its Irish ge more
and more tightly within a cata-

and cultural interference in the affairs
of the Irish people. She must disband
and disarm the UDR. RUC and RUC
Reserve who are under her control
and abolish all repressi islati
British troops must

be immediately

withdrawn from Ireland. logue of bomb blasts, casualty
It follows that an amnesty must be figures, and laundry lists of
ganted to  those i ders, punctuated by

because of their opposition to British
interference in Irish affairs. These are
the demands that Carter should have
made had he intended to help end
he suffering of the Irish people.
Instead he expressed the view of US
imperialism which stands shoulder to
shoulder  with  British _imperialism
against real peace in Ireland.

the occasional very special prog-
ramme” (Chris Dunkley, Financial
Times, 6.4.77).

Although Northern Ireland is
the only part of the United
Kingdom where there is a massive
permanent armed force the cover-

different from the treatment of
issues such as industrial and race
relations although this aspect is
criticised by Annan. Yet he claims
“Northern lIreland is a special
case”’. Annan excuses it all by
blaming lack of adventurous news
and current affairs programmes on
bad journalism, i.e. laziness,
incompetence or ignorance. The
truth of the matter is that”
“ .. .BBC and ITV have both
pursued a deliberate systematic
policy to suppress information,
inevitably distorting information
which is available.” as the Free
Speech leaflet points out.

Three important films were
made for television wiich pres-
ented alternative views on the
North. Marcel Ophuls’ ‘A sense of
Loss' commissioned by the BBC
was never transmitted. Kenneth
Griffiths’ ‘Hang out your bright-
est colours: The life and death of
Michael Collins, made for ATV
was banned. World in Action:
‘South of the Border’ (Granada)
was banned on IBA intervention.

In March the BBC did transmit
(Tonight) Keith Kyle’s interview
with Bernard O’Connor who
alleged torture at the hands of
the RUC. A deafening and sus-
tained howling greeted the prog-
ramme. Roy Mason hysterically
attacked the BBC as did Airey
Neave, Opposition spokesman and
the RUC blamed Kyle for the
subsequent killing of a policemen
by the IRA! Kyle described how
before allowing the programme to
be transmitted the Governors had
received a detailed memorandum

cont.p.8
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prisoners-of-war.

In an exclusive interview with the
Starry Plough he told us how he
joined the FCA in 1972 and from
there joined the Free State Army
in 197S. “In our training we were
lectured on subversives and on
republicans and a lot of time was
spent telling us how socialism was
wrong and how present day
republicans and socialists differ
from those of 1916.”

Free Speech on Ireland

from p.7

“in which I described every stage
of the preparation and production
of the interview and the motives
that determined every important
decision that I made”. Annan
records the BBC's reaction to the
hysterical howling they
‘Intensified the reference-up sys-
tem; and; that they gave particular
consideration to the effect of BBC
broadcasts on the Army in North-
emn Ireland”. The fact that jour-
nalism becomes near impossible
with such exhaustive checks is
not mentioned, and has lead to
the inevitable self censorship of
the majority of journalist, prod-
ucers and editors.

Another recent example of
the censorship was the banned
Thames Television film on the
Queens visit ‘Ulster — In Friend-
ship and Forgiveness’ which was

not shown because it reported |

accurately on a speech by a
Provisional Sinn Feiner. The
sound was cut in this section,
the commentary changed and it
was shown a week later.

Alongside “‘impartiality” Lord
Annan refers to its twin ‘“due
accuracy” (both of which are
enshrined in the Independent
Broadcasting Act.) but fails to
examine the concept further.
No exhaustive checks are made
into stories emanating from
British Army or Northern Ireland
Office sources, which are swal-
lowed whole by broadcasters with
practical ease. Most of these
reports are part of the ‘Black
Propoganda® of British Army
policy to spread falsehood and
confusion. Examples are too
numerous to mention but the
murder of Majella O’Hare is only
the British Army
stated she had been shot by a
‘“‘gunman” but eventually
emerged as the ‘accidental’ killing
by a British soldier.

“The banner of democracy and
of free speech the broadcasters.
raise is tawdry and tattered”
continues the Free Speech leaflet,
concluding “it might well be
concluded that the enemies of the
open society are mot just the”
bogeymen in the public glare, but
the pen pushers hiding in the
fastnesses of TV. Centre and
Brompton Road, and their satel-
lites.” -

f—\/ Ex-Free State soldier was trained to

SHOOT THE
WOUNDED

An ex-soldier who recently left the Free State

I wi 4 Army has revealed t
part of. h.ls training dealt with the illtreatment of wounded enemy :o‘l:llem
which is in contravention of the Geneva Convention for the treatment of :

TREATED LIKE SCUM!

The ex-soldier. who was a member
of the elite Ranger's course
before it was discontinued (“the
course was too tough”), told how
they were treated like dirt in the
army. “We were called scum and
treated like scum. We weren’t

allowed to express personal
opinionselves. Even then our
lockers were raided about once a
week while we were out on parade
and any soldier who had a copy of
republican or socialist papers or
books was victimised or dismissed’

KILL THE WOUNDED

During one lecture which dealt
with street to steeet fighting the
soldiers were told to kill the
wounded enemy. “After we had
taken a house and cleared it of
booby-traps we were told to kill
all the wounded enemy in the
house. When I asked about the
Geneva Convention 1 was given.a
cold stare and told I would be
answered later. It was clear to
me that I had asked the wrong
question, a question that was
never answered.”

CIA INVOLVEMENT
President Carter’s real intentions to-
wards Ireland can best be judged by
taking a look at the latest US Consul
General in Belfast. He is Mr. Peter
Spicer who previously held the post
of political officer in the American
Embassy in Santiago, Chile. A Mil-
itary  dictatorship now controls
Chile and their brutal climb to
power was planned and assisted by
the United States. The dictatorship
has been responsible for mass murders,
some of the most horrific tortures,
mass, imprisonment and the abolition
of civil rights.

Members of the US Consulate in
Belfast have been in contact with
Loyalists in the past and consulted
them before the Carter speech.

ANTRIM,
TYRONE,

RIP OFF BANDAGES

The ex-soldier explained that this
was not the individual opinion of
a particular training officer as a
high ranking officer was present
during the lecture. “I checked
around with mates ~in other
battalions and found that they
had been told the same” he
added. He also told us that they
had been told to rip off bandages
from the wounded enemy, even
their ‘life lines’ (tourniquets) as
they were retreating. “Anything
was alright as long as it slowed up
the enemy”.

“We were also trained in riot
control and were told that it was
basically up to ourselves whether
we shot demonstrators or not as
long as we felt our lives were
in danger.” They were assured
that the Army would do everthing
in its power to protect a soldier
who shot a demonstrator.

Recently, the ex-soldier left
the army after making it clear that
he would desert unless he was
allowed to buy himself out.
“Besides our terrible treatntent I
kidn’t want to be in an army that
seemed to have more and more in
common with the SS than any-
thing else” he told the Starry
Plough. ‘Not that all the lads
were bad”’ he continued, * In fact
most of them felt about the same
as I did but stayed in because
there were no jobs for them in
civie life”.

WE WELCOME

NEWS, VIEWS
AND

COMMENTS

FERMANAGH,
DOWN

&

ARMAGH: Contact national

headquarters, Dublin.

CARLOW: Contact Michael
Athne, 7 Royal Oak Road,

Muine Bheag.

DUBLIN/WICKLOW: Contact
national headquarters, 34 Upr.

Gardiner Street,
Tel: 721175.

Dublin 2.

T T ey
THE STARRY

PLOUGH

The STARRY PLOUGH, published
monthly, covers Irish economic,
political and cultural affairs while

- also giving some foreign coverage.
It represents the views of the Irish
Republican Socialist Party. It has
outlets in Europe and America as

~well as in Ireland. An annual °
subscription is available for only.

£2.20 (Ireland); £2.70 (Europe);
and $6 (United States):

" Make sure you are getting the news
from a republican socialist point of
view by ordering your copies from .
34 Upper Gardiner Street, Dublin 1.

IRSP  SUPPORT AMNESTY DEMG

Members of the IRSP participated in a d jon organised by the
Irish Civil Rights Association in Dublin at the end of August calling foran
amnesty for Irish political prisoners. 2
About 25 d ors held a sit-d protest at the top of Grafton
Street protesting at the treatment by the gardai of their membeys duringa
similar protest a fortnight earlier. They had been refused permission (0
march down Grafton Street and batoned when they held a sit do
protest. Several were arrested. )
Referring to Fianna Fail’s policy of seeking a declaration of intent from
the British Government to withdraw from the North, Mr. Joe Stagg, chaie
man of the ICRA said “We are asking him not just to call for it but to d
something about it, and we want an amnesty for political prisoners afte
the withdrawal”.
The IRSP’s position is that we can see no end to the Northern problet
as long as there is any British political ic or military interferencé
We are therefore demanding the abolition of all repressive legislation Norti
and South, the disbandment and disarming of the UDR, RUC and RUC
Reserve, the withdrawal of British troops from Ireland and the granting
total amnesty to all those engaged in anti-imperialist struggle. As welllli
(}tl_at Britain must concede the right of the Irish people to self-deterni®
ation.

CO. DERRY: Contact IRSP,
8 Chamberlain Street, Derry
City.

ENGLAND: Contact London
Support Groyp, Box 6, 182
Upper Street, London N.I-

7 Contact Patrick
Kennelley, 26 Corrovin Gree"

ENNIS:

LIMERICK:  Contact Joh"
Gilligin, 143 O'Malley. Park:

SHANNON: Contact Stell
Makowski, 16 Traderee Court-




