STATEMENT FROM PORTLAOISE

As we go to press we have just
received this statement smuggled out
on behalf of the Republican prisoners
in Portaloise Jail.

There are 16 on the Hunger Strike that has
now-entered its fourth week. Of the first
group to embark on the strike a number are
now very dll:" 3

Pat Ward is continuously vomiting, unable
to retain water when taken and suffering from
severe kidney pains. When last at the toilet
(Wednesday 22nd) he had to crawl there on
hands and knees. He is sleeping very little.

Colm D’Altun vomits frequently, bleeds
from the nose, is unable to walk and finds it
difficult to retain water when taken. He sleeps
infrequently.

Donal McCarthaigh is unable to walk, very
weak and steadily getting worse. Also sleeping
infrequently.

Kevin McKenna is very ill and unable to
walk. He has stomach and back pains. Getting
very little sleep.

Joe Buckley is gradually declining. Finding
it difficult to sleep. Unable to walk.

Tony McDonnell is weakening steadily.
Barely able to sleep.

Gearoid McCarthaigh is steadily growing
weaker. Able to walk a little, sleeps a little.

Of the second group two have fainted.
They are Nicholas Keogh and Joe McCaffrey.
The others grow weaker daily. /

SINN FEIN DEMONSTRATIONS
It is believed that the coming week will see
a massive stepping-up of Sinn Féin demonstra-
tions in support of the Hunger Strikers. Thurs-
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Joe CM. who has been released unexpec-
ditionally from Portlaoi
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" leave " till Sunday.

day night tentatively has been mentioned for
a ﬁrolesl meeting at the Mansion House,
Dublin with Joe Cahill as the main speaker.
MOTHER REFUSED VISIT
."'I‘he weekend past showed the growing
the pri ' rel when thy -~

“Dugiiig this period Mrs
Ward, 69 year old mother of Pat, who is
seriously ill, was refused a visit after travelling
nearly 200 miles from Burtonport, Co. Done-
gal. What sort of mindless red tape can the
Portlaocise authorities excuse themselves on
this enforced sufféring on Pat’s mother.
Indeed other relatives in the visiting boxes
reported a sadistic delight on the part'of the
Prison Officers during the whole protest.

UNTRUE GOVERNMENT
STATEMENTS

We take issue with the Government
Information Service statement, on a number
of points.

@ Segregation: This has been an issue with
the Republican Prisoners from Thomas Ashe
to the present day. As late as October 1973
this point was won by Hunger Strikers in
Mountjoy Prison, by some of those who are
presently on strike. It, along with other rights
were later rescinded by Mr. Cooney, although
at the time the Government stated that the
agreement reached was a “‘victory for common
sense”.

@ Mr. Cooney rejects our right to receive
food parcels, this despite the fact that such a
right is internationally recognised. Parcels
were allowed at Halloween without any
apparent risk to security, and again at Christ-
mas. Where is the danger to security?

@ We are accused of campaigning to destroy
prison security. In so far as the Government
uses “security”’ to infringe on human rights
then we are and will continue, by whatever
means possible, to retain our basic rights and
dignity, and that of those who visit us.

@ The Government cannot provide “better
educational facilities” in Portlaoise as they do
not exist to improve on.

@ The public knows well the range of craft
work that emanated from Portlaoise. To
suggest that the materials used for making
matchwork, woodwork, leatherwork etc. were
used to prepare wardens uniforms is ludicrous.
All materlals for handicrafts were provldcdrlg'
relatives and An Cumann Cabhrach. NOTH-
ING was supplied by the Government. Despite
the Government’s vindictive approach to the
issue here, morale remains extremely high.
Living and eating standards have not improved
one per cent, Those engaged on the Hunger
Strike are determined to continue until
human rights are restored. Unlike the Govern-
ment it is our intention to issue further

tedly and m F

prison giving the press the facts concerning
the hunger strike, at a Dublin Press-Confer-
ence.

as the need arises.

S. De Brun, P.R.O. Republican
Prisoners, Portlaoise Jail.

ordeal in the visiting room

: On Sunday afternoon Mrs. Joan Carmichael and Eir& Annie Ward told ll;e press of their
at Portlaoise Prison where they remained, refusing to leave, from

NGER STRIKERS
TO GONTINUE

Saturday at 11.00 a.m. to Sunday at 10.30 a.m. demanding that Mrs. Ward be allowed to see

her son, Prison officers refused to allow in meals which had

ladies’ toilets were locked.

been brought. During the night the

Joe Cahill, following his release issued the
following statement at a Dublin Press Confer-
ence. We believe it speaks volumes for all
Republicans: 4

The purpose, Ladies and Gentlemen of the
Press, for this Press Conference is not to
discuss my release, but rather it is for me to
highlight to you the inhuman and barbaric
conditions under which my comrades are
languishing in Portlaoise Jail today.

But before I go any fruther, I feel that it is
necessary for me and on behalf of my
comrades to state that despite what Mr.
Cooney says — we are not criminals. I or my
comrades have never sought personal gain or
profit from the hardships and deprivations of
the beleaguered people in the North and I
resent his inference.

Regarding conditions in Portlaoise. Most of
you will have read Andy Molloy’s statement
on his release. In it he described the actions of
the Garda Riot Squad who went on a rampage
of the Jail, I concur with Andy’s account.

When [ left the Jail yesterday, the Riot
Squad still control the Jail and not the Prison
Officers.

Mr. Cooney states that the men have beds.

On the contrary, the men have refused the
beds until such time as the necessary Jail
furniture is restored.

Clothing: Since the trouble in Portlaoise
the men’s personal clothes have been confis-
cated. Clothes left at gate still have not been
received.

Hunger Strikers: Ten men went on Hunger
Strike on the 3rd January. Today is the 24th
day. Seven men have been on Hunger Strike
for twelve days (12); There is no need for me
to tell you the grave concern I feel for some
of the men whose conditions are what I can
only describe as “Very serious".

Mr. Cooney can end the Hunger Strike
within a few hours if he would only act as a
human being instead of as a man who feels he
will lose face.

There is no victory to be lost in granting
men their rights. Rights which Mr. Cooney
granted them in October 1973.

As you are aware, | was one of the Hunger
Strikers then. 1 negotiated the terms that
ended that Hunger Strike. It is totally wrong -
and deceitful for Mr. Cooney to deny this and
worse, it is dishonest of him to call me a liar.

1 hurl that lie back in his face.
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Bankruptcy — or Eire Nua

A BUDGET s supposed to be 5o arranged as to provide money to keep a state going
for a perlod. In &: past, that period was ayear. Then the professional politiclans
discovered that the budget could be fiddled or, if prefemd manipulated, to suit
political occasions. Before an election, ‘for example, a “good” budget might
“‘Jegitimately” be introduced, so as to influence the voters Into that
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government. Once returned, a subsidiary budget might be prepared, exhibited and
executed, to balance the books; and the unfortunate voters would have no obvious
meane of redress.

The taxpayers of the Twenty-Six Counties, by now, are experts in budgets. They
have been well trained by the professional politiclans. They have been
conditioned to expect virtually anything; and the politicians, aided and abetted by
the civil servants, could have pulled virtually any coup to extract a few more

unds.

Po‘rhe wonder of the last budget vas that so many items remained untaxed;
bicycles, windows, long hair, tea. shoe leather or even jobs (a pay-packet tax must
have appealed to the chief ex¢ortioner, Richie Ryan, and what disuaded him is still
a mystery).

But, despite everything, the “Free" State Is very much in the red and most
certainly will be much more in the red before the year Is out. The Common Market,
despite the Brussels handouts, has been a disastrous connection, even worse than
the British connection though, Inthe nature of monopoly capitalism, it was the
inevitable sequence.

Every informed person in Europe knows that Britain's economy is in such a mess
that it is doubtful if there Is any viable solution within the present system, The
truth about the economic mess of the 26 Countles has been kept fairly secret: it is
not as sick as Britain only because so much less is involved.

“Free" State politicians see little hope of survival through withdrawal from the
EE.C. w(!h Britain. If the British voter comes out against continued E.E.C.

b in the lebicite, Leinster House, virtually to a man, will be

against any p]eblclte in the 26 Counties.

Republicans must begin at once a new anti-Common Market membership
campaign. They must demand a plebicite. But they must demand, also, that the
choice be made clear. The choice is not between continued impoverishment under
Brussels as against continued impoverishment under London (or, maybe, under a

New York-London axis) but for an economically independent Irish state, pledged
to full independence.

Republicans will not be starting out on a new campaign with empty pockets and
empty heads, promising the sun, moon and stars to a cynical electorate. By the
summer it will be clear that the Republican Movement has sufficient pledged capital
behind it, at the minimum rate of interest, to capitalise to the full the Eire Nua
programme, without any strangling strings from any of the major powers to bind it
to some alien philosophy or political system. And the Republican Movement will be
offering a sound political and economic packet not only to the 26 Counties elect-
orate but to all Ireland, economic assistance being distributed according to
reglonal needs.

Last week we stated on page-one that the Irish freedom movement has allies
abroad willing to help smash British imperialism for once and for all. These allies
realise that the coup de grace can be given best to British imperialism through the
successful and speedy conclusion of the Irish fight for freedom.

Understandably, all the details cannot be given at present — £ow Protestant,
Catholic and Dissenter will beneflt, according to thelr needs, in Eire Nua, from a
guaranteed fund; or how close the realisation of Eire Nua {s. But full information
will be made avallable to all as soon as tactics and strategy dictate the logical
timetable,

The war against )\ lism Is a new stage and, as we forecast
last week, it s being broadened on all fronu. including the economic one. To
lxploll the new situation to the full, all Republicans, and their allies and

must campaign forcefully in the months shead, to ensure that the
pooph are made aware of the banl , in every lvable sense, of Leinster
House, Stormont and Westminster pblltlcn, and the alternative offered by the
Republican Movement.

Bvery attempted factory closure must be resisted, ideally by the sit-in, by the
formation of co-operatives by workers, or workers-plus-consumers, to protect jobs.
The housing campaign must be stepped up to force the state and local authorities to
build houses for workers and thereby save jobs in the bullding industry. This can be
done best by the formation of worker co-op.s to build their own houses.

The Buy -Irish cnmpllm must be virtually tlken over by the Republican

d all pts made to p pers to stock and

give pdomy to Irish goods. Where Irish and t‘oul;n goods are in competition, every
legitimate attempt must be made to ensure that Irish goods get preference.

Approached in the right way, dockers can be in the forefront of the battle to
save Irish jobs. At the very least, it is not unreasonable to ask dockers’ co-operation
in a boycott of British goods until internment is ended. The L.T.G.W.U. has come
out clearly against internment.

It should not be too difficult to get the other major unions to make a similar
declaration. Nor should it be beyond the capacities of the people's leaders to
persuade the unions to back their declmtlom by thc boycott tactic, at first,
perhaps, on a basis of one day weekly, grad ng the p until the
British give in.

There is always the danger, during a revolutionary period, of the counter-

" revolution at the moment when the fruits of victory are about to be harvested. An
insurance policy against such a take-over, by the profmloml pollllcunl and their
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WELCOME THE HERO...

ON THURSDAY, January 23, the
Remains of Kevin Coen, South Fer-
:lanaglh.dBattalion, Oglaigh na hEireann
ere laid to rest in So
Co. Sligo. oey cemetery,
The previous day, one of the largest
funerals since that of Pat McManus in
1958, left Enniskillen and travelled to
Kevin’s home town, Riverstown. At the
Border a Guard of Honour of men with
dark glasses joined the cortege and
flanked the hearse through the towns
of Swanlinbar, Ballinamore and Drum-
shambo. Crowds of people turned out
in each town to honour the remains
and it took hours for the funeral to
reach Riverstown, where again a large
crowd had gathered to welcome the
fallen hero. 5

Volleys fired

The cortege armrived in Riverstown at
about 8 p.m. and was brought to the church
flanked by the Guard of Honour at the
church. Six volleys of shots were fired over
the remains.

The church and the surrounding area was
thronged with people the following day —
local people estimated the crowd at about
6,000. A Guard of Honour flanked the hearse
as the remains were brought from the church
to Sooey cemetery. The funeral was led by a
lone piper. Hundreds marched behind the
hearse. They were followed by a cortege of
cars about six miles in length.

At the graveside a vote of sympathy was
extended to mother, sisters and brothers of
Kevin Coen by P.J. Keanney, Chairman of the
Sligo Combhairlecheantair, Sinn Fein. The

piper played a final lament and a decade of
the r was recited in Irish by Mairtin Mac
Giolla m -

McGirl oration at graveside
John Goe McGirl, who gave the oration at
the graveside, was introduced by P.J. Kearney.
Following is the full text of his oration:

1 join with the Chairman ina vote of
sympathy to the mother, sisters and brothers
of Kevin Coen. As I called with Mrs. Coen on
Tuesday last, she looked forward to him
coming home for his birthday but his home-
coming has been a sad one for his family. The
many people who had the opportunity of
knowing Kevin Coen had memories of his
qualities.

He played with the children, he was at one
with people of his own age and happy to

spend time talking to the old. His ambition
was to help all the people of Ireland. He was a
true socialist, always available to help his
neighbours and friends. The old people, the
not-so-old and the young, all shed tears.

Held in high esteem

The 60 mile journey from the Erne Hosp-
ital in Enniskillen to his home town of
Riverstown showed to everyone the esteem in
which he was held. I remember Kevin with a
few of his comrades and friends giving his
sincere and humble views on what he thought
of the position of our country today. He
admired the efforts of previous generations in
opposing foreign rule. He quoted Sein Mac-
Diarmada when he said: “Damn your concess-
ions, England, we want our land”. He acc-
epted the 1916 Proclamation as the charter of
liberty. He saw the treachery of England in
destroying the only legal government elected
by the people of all Ireland in 1918. He was
proud of Sligo’s noble six men who died in
September 1922 opposing that treaty. He
i ly reg d the mistakes of Irishmen
opposing Irishmen as he liked all the Irish,
people, irrespective of their political beliefs. He
felt strongly that the Nationalist people of the
Six Counties should not have to fight the war
for freedom on their own. Indeed, the fight
towards freedom which began 1969 was not
long started when Kevin made his services
available. ;

Disciplined and loyal volunteer

He was highly disciplined and loyal. He was
shot dead flagging down a private car which
came from the Free State border — a car
driven by the British Army. Itis another of the
tragedies of our country today and we have to
ask ourselves who is responsible and the
answer clearly is that our country is divided
and unfree. England has made this situation.
It is up to England to get out. People would
like to whisper that Twomey, O’Connell and
O’Hagan were responsible for this situation,
but let us be clear in our minds once and for

ousands in tribute

all that it is the British Government that it
totally responsible for all the deaths in our
country and it is-England’s duty to rectify it.

f this does not happen, Thomas Mc-
Donagh’s words will continue to be translated
into action: “Let England make no mistake,
the generous, highbred youth of Ireland will
never fail to answer the call that has been
passed to them, they will never hesitate to
blaze forth in the red rage of war for our
country’s freedom”.

As everybody is aware the people of the

Killed in Action

Six counties have had to bear the brunt of the
struggle but Kevin felt that the people of the
North should not be left alone. He has made
his contribution in the same way as the young
Corkmen, Tony Aherne and Dermot Crowley
did. Michael Gaughan from Ballina fought a
lone battle in an English Jail and used the
same method as Terence McSwiney — he felt
that brave young girls like the Price sisters
should not be left alone in their sacrifice.
Kevin died a short distance from the place
where Pat McManus and James Crossan also
met their deaths — Republicans true to the
end. /

Foreign intruder must go

One thing is clear — Republicans are
sincere that the Irish people should live and
work together as Kevin did with his neigh-
bours — but the intruder in Irish affairs must
withdraw, so that lasting freedom and peace
can be brought about in Ireland.

I hope that you will all help in this last
earnest effort.

The Republican Movement regrets the

deaths of

Lieut. John Kelly (R.L.P.)
O/C ‘D’ Company 2nd Batt. Oglaigh na hEireann

and

2nd Lieut. John Stone (R.L.P.)
“B” Company 2nd Batt. Oglaigh na hEireann

and

Vol Kevin Coen (R.L.P.)

South Fermanagh Batt. Oglaigh na hEireann

Killed on active service, January 21

119775

Deepest sym pathy is offered to the
relatives

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anama.

John Stone

to
stand with them in the North,
March with them in Derry

Sunday 2 February 1975

Derry Corner.

Massed bands in attendance
— all bands welcome

catering laid on for marchers
Further inquiries to:
0O Loi

u. 0
Dublin 8. Tel: 781552 or
An Rnaf, Comhairlecheantair,

Derry.

Combhairle cheantair Doire Cholmcille
invites the Republicans of Ireland

for the biggest demonstration ever

Parade forms ub in Bishops Field,
Creggan at 2.00 p.m. to march to Free

PROMINENT REPUBLICAN SPEAKERS

Ample parking reserved for buses;

2a Lower Kevin Street,

Doire
Cholmcille, c/o 15 Cable Street, Bogside,

loody Sunday G

Jdrd Anniversary

ommemoration
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[ No genuine
regional policy
in Ireland

— Sinn Féin Statement
)

“THE REPORT published by the National Economic and Social Council at.(he \ygek-end has
highlighted in sad but dramatic fashion the end result of tpe ste'r»lcheconomlc policies pursu'ed
by the Dublin Government over the past 20 years”, said Sinn Féin in a statement commenting
on Dublin Government’s report on its regional policies. The statement went on:

“It helps to expose, in the nicest way
possible, the reality that we have in fact no
genuine regional policy in Ireland.-And it
points to the sanity and logic of what Sinn
Féin has said on this question over the years.

“The report looks at the changes in the
economic and social position of the nine
‘planning regions’ in the 26 Counties from
1951 to 1971, Thus its conclusions are not
affected by the oil crisis or the economic
difficulties of recent years. They cover in fact
the so-called ‘boom years' of the
Lemass/Whittaker era in total, and start from
a very low base line. Yet despite this the
over-all picture is a poor one. Only Dublin has
consistently grown il population over the
period; it has the lowest proportion of old
people and the highest personal incomes. It
has nearly 14 times as many people as the
weakest region — Sligo/Leitrim.

Power and decision-making
centralised in Dublin

“The report also shows that despite all the
window-dressing, talks of redressing the
balance, etc, there was no reduction in the
inequality of income per head between the
regions during the 1960's. Nor could there be,
while power and decision-making is
centralised in Dublin,

“The report fears that the difference
between the various regions is, if anything,
getting greater and the present plethora of
development bodies has no real plan to do
anything about it.

New Approach Needed

““This dismal record over the most favoured
period of the Lemass/Whittaker neo-colonial
effort clearly underlines the need for a new
approach. The failure to bring equality and a
general measure of development to the vast
majority of the island shows the relevance of
the Sinn Féin plan for a New Ireland, for a
federal structure based on the four historic
provinces, and for a genuine decentralisation
of power and decision-making

“Our policy aims at solving certain
historical and political problems e.g. in Ulster.
But it is equally important to the solution of
the probl of develop ] ity
consolidation and the provision of equal
opportunity, e.g. in Connacht and other areas

that have declined while Dublin alone has
mushroomed.

““The question of regional imbalance in
Ireland is raising its ugly head more frequently
with each passing day. Sinn Féin never placed
any faith in the so-called regional policy of
the E.E.C. as a cure-all for Ireland’s ills. We
are sorry for the people who believed in such
promises at the time of E.E.C. entry. Like the
farmers, they are now bitterly disappointed
with what has resulted. But even with regard
to the tiny allocation that has been made, it is
obvious that little thought has been given to
the best way to spend it.

“More importantly, the present structure
of government and the confused organisation
of development services is obviously not in a
position to make the best use of the money.
Neglected areas in the West cannot decide
what region or grouping they should join
because there is in fact' no real regional
structure on which to work. Add to that the
complications which partition has caused in
Ulster and one can see the futility of
expecting any real change while the present
system lasts.

Norman Gibson viewpoint

“The N.E.S.C. Regional Committee, which
is chaired by Professor Norman Gibson of the
N.U.U,, Coleraine, asks if the present nine
planning regions, could not be reduced in
number and laid out in a more logical fashion.
Sinn Féin suggests that the four provinces
with a four-way allocation of resources and a
large degree of self-government would form
the basis of a policy to arrest the present
disturbing trends.

“The report also asks if the number of
bodies involved in ‘development’ might not be
reduced or co-ordinated in a ‘more logical
fashion. Sinn Féin says yes. Development at
regional level can only make progress when
the efforts of each community are harnessed
in real local institutions under democratic
control with real decision-making powers.

“In pin-pointing the major defects in the
present situation Professor Gibson and his
group have come very near the Republican
view of the best way forward in a New Ireland
once the British stranglehold is eliminated”,
the statement concluded.

Workers on three-day-week

Following a meeting held in Dublin on

10 'January between the Union
concerned and the Management of
Roadmaster Caravans, an agreement was
reached to work a three-day-week for a
month’s trial.

The meeting followed the rejection of

Friday,

redundancy notices by fifty of the 120 male
employees, of the majority of which were to
.take effect from January 20. &

Our picture shows the premises near
C where Road Caravans are

in production,

Cork students’ protest ..

Qur picture shows a group of students at University College, Cork, protesting against the
sell-out of the mineral wealth of the country to foreign speculators.

“God-send for the LR.A.”?

016 Gommanders' reply
rejected by newspaper

THE following letter to the Editor of the Sunday Independent in reply to an article entitled

“God-send for the L.R.A."?

conclusions on their behaviour from a

The letter reads:

Sir, In re above caption, may |
be permitted to take issue with
your staff writer, Vincent
Browne. In the interests of truth
and justice, no less than the fact
that 1 am the senior surviving Post
Commander of Easter Week,
1916, but also because I am solely
the man responsible for the
inculcation of the concept of
Guerilla Warfare as/ the only
successful military tactics to
combat the continued occupation
of our country by armed British
forces. I can, therefore, write with
considerable authority on the
subjeet,

In your issue of 12th inst. Mr.
Browne, in a very long article (six
point. I refrain from doing so for
redsons of space, confining myself
1o obvious selections,

In his article Mr. Browne
wrote: —

‘“Though 1 have only
instinctive hunches to go by —
and O'Connell has denied this
il - lam i

has not been published. Our

readers will draw their own

1led “Ind. dent” N

P

moment of writing we have not
Peace in any part of our island
home, only a truncated TRUCE
teethering on a razor's edge. The
plain, incontrovertible fact is this:
armed British forces are ilegally
in occupation of a large portion
of our homeland — the only
authority they possess is that of
force majeure, Therefore, 1
cannot see any difference, moral
or legal, between the fight now
being waged by the present
generation LR.A., and that waged
by the LR.A. of my generation.
The objective of both is precisely
the same — the liberation of our
beloved country from foreign
domination; or, as the martyred
Terence MacSwiney phrased it:
*“Its not to those who can inflict
the most, but to those who can
suffer most that victory comes”,

What 1 am mostly concerned
about; however, is what Mr,
Browne wrote in the second
paragraph of his article: -

“The difference between the
positions of the two

that the Special Branch raid on
the Feakle meeting was a set-up
by the LRA."

Exactly. ‘‘Instinctive
hunches", not factual reporting.
Well, Guinness and Jameson,
separately or in combination,
have been responsible for far too
many “instinctive hunches” for
the peace and good order of this
long suffering country. Further
on he lays emphasis on what he
terms "My guess”. At this

parties remain
ineconceivnb!e.. at least in the

forseeable future”,

Within the limitation of
human  perception nothing is
more readily forsecable than the
future of Great Britain and
Ireland! Since the 1930's Gt -
Britain has existed solely on
borrowing money, Now she has
reached journey's end; and by
1980 — at the furthest — she will
be a poverty-striken island off the
west coast of Europe. And that is

pap

not based on any ‘“instinctive
hunch”, No less an authority than
Lord Rotschild has publicly
warned the British people to that
effect. Moreover, universal history
proves that this is the inevitable
end of every country which has
built-up a materialistic empire.
Due to the inefficiency of our
professional politicians (who are
more British than the English)
when Britain goes smash we
follow suit.

Finally, Mr. Browne is
strangely silent as to the real
obstacles to a lasting peace in
Ireland. Permit me to list them.

1. The professional politicians,
north and south,

2. The Orange Order (whose
members are the real
terrorists) is the child of the
Masonic Order.

3! No British politician can
become a cabinet minister of
the Crown, unless or until he
has become a member of the
Masonic Order, It is this tieup
Which is the main obstacle to

peace,

4. The nitwit British Army
Generals, who are more
concerned with their military
reputations than they are with
peace, y

Giving credit where credit is
‘teally. due, all honour to the
Protestant clerics who

took the initiative

-Whitmore, Comdt.,
7, Salzbu Arg
L l::t'.' dlea, Roebuck,
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ALL IRELAND ELECT

THE demand for an all Ireland election brings
us all back to fundamentals. There has been
no such vote since the general election of
1918 and the Local Government and
Minicipal elections of 1919/20, The verdict of
these elections tempted Lloyd George to
suspend democracy and to impose the vast
gerrymander of Partition; and this, in the
:':un;ed.:l;l comenl by the people, was
po! maintained by ever pr:
from that day to this. 4 e

needed to change government thinking, to
overturn treaties, and alter foreign policies. If
the British people decide to withdraw their
army from Ireland that will be done,

One interesting element in the
arrangements at the time of partition was that
England’s friends in Belfast were to pay an
enormous yearly tribute of money. This was
in continuation of the custom of centuries
during which all Ireland was a source of
i wealth and revenue. Much more

Mr. Merlyn Rees says “‘1 p ", But w
know that (h;re is nothing easier to a Britisl:
g than to i d and carry a;
act of Parliament, if that is what is n:reyded'?
There have been hundreds of them, changi

money was drawn out than was ever returned
in services or capital development. But the
Orangemen were able for her there and in the
last fifty years they must have cost a fair

and correcting one another. The Treaty of
1921 has been changed on a nnmbe{ of
occasions and can be changed again any time
the need arises.

Eisenhower and Churchill

Twenty one years ago, on June 29, 1954
President Eisenhower and Sir Winston
Churchill agreed:

‘“We uphold principle of
1f-g and will strive by
every peaceful means to secure the
independence of all countries whose peoples
desire and are capable of sustaining an
independent existence.

“In case of nations now divided against
their will, we shall continue to seek unity
through free elections supervised by the
}Jli';il!eg Nations to ensure they are conducted
airly”.

A change of opinion in Britain is all that is

the
1

prop: of what was taken out in the past.
It is being pointed out to Belfast that this
kind of thing cannot be continued! (Lloyd
George told them the same in a famous letter
at the end of November or early December
1921. This was when he was promising
Griffith and Collins that their constituencies,
and those of de Valera, John O’Mahony, Eoin
MacNeill and Sean Milroy, on the six county
side of the Border would be able to vote
themselves free under the terms offered, and
subsequently signed. If the Orangemen did
not consent they would be penalised. This
belongs to the history of the English dirty
tricks department).

Mother England Bankrupt

It is an unfortunate fact that no amount of
peaceful tactics employed by and on behalf of
Ireland during more than half a century
achieved the smallest result, or lessening of
the tyranny of the ‘‘Northern Government’
over their nationalist minority. Dublin policy

has accepted partition, and all the efforts at
official level are directed to coerce the weaker
side to accept the Six County State.

One of the principles of democracy is that
there must be no representation without
consent. One of the demands of the LR.A. is
that there shall be a general all-Ireland
election to put us back on the right course.
This is a necessary and consistent sequence to
the operations directed against the British
forces of occupation. These operations appear
to have been planned to cost as much money
and as few Irish or civilian lives as possible.
One does not reports from other places
where guerilla mpaigns proceed against
other tyrannies, that the standard which the
LR.A. impose on themselves is of gengr!l
application in other places. Nevertheless it is
an enormously tragedy when lives are lost.

Tyrone Councillors
evicted by Troops

The agony in the north started shortly
after the results of the all-Ireland Municipal
elections were declared. Every city in Ireland
except Belfast voted republican; nearly all the
urban areas did likewise. Then, in June 1?20
the pogroms started — a backlash against
democracy!

The night the Treaty was signed a copy,
and whatever Lloyd George had to
i was sent by di yer to Craig.

British troops were already in occupation of
the Tyrone County Council offices after
evicting the elected councillors who had voted
allegiance to Dail Eireann. On December 7,
the first of many coercion bills (by North and
South) was passed through all stages in one

Le Maire Comerford

day. This particular bill was “for the coercion
of rebellious local government bodies in
disaffected parts of Ulster” (Manchester

Guardian). There were 51 such bodies
representing the majority in more than half
the total area of the Six Counties. Thus began
the massive treaty breaking; the members of
the councils were interned; De Valera and Co.,
elected parliamentary representatives, kept
south of the Border where their followers now
refuse sanctuary to others. South of the
Border all politicians earned contempt and
loathing for long ined dice. Some
personal courage by the half dozen elected
representatives might have averted the
horrible results of their failure.

Regretted
Death

THE Leadership of the
Republican Movement tender
their sincere sympathy to the

husband, sons, the C

Sinn Fein secretary’s
- visit to Derry

JOINT-SECRETARY of Sinn Féin, Mr. Ualtéir O Loingsigh
recently paid a visit to Derry where he addressed a meeting of

and visited the various Sinn Féin

sisters and brothers of the
late Maire Ni Shealaigh whose

Cumainn in the city.

It is understood that
death took place on Monday, | quring his visit he discussed
20 January. the Organisation of the

Maire Ni Shealaigh was a | forthcoming Bloody Sunday
life long Republi she and | ¢ ion was on the
her sister, Brigid, were active | agenda.
during the ’40s and *50s and
since the present campaign Progress in

began she gave every help and
support to the Freedom
Fighters. Her home was
always open to those coming
from the North.

The funeral took place to
Bohernabreena

They are

cemetery C
after 10 o’clock Mass in the | McCloskey cumann which
Church of the Good | Will operate in Dungiven and

Shepherd, Churchtown. The
chief mourners were her
husband, Brendan, sons Colm
and Brendan, daughters
Blaithnid and Maire, sisters
Brigid and brothers Brian and
Michael. Brendan Magill
represented the Republican

were J.J.

Secretary;

Coney

Movement. Colm  Hegarty;
Ar deis Dé go raibh a
h’anam.

Maire Mclvor.

South Derry l

Two new Sinn
cumainn have been formed in
the South County Derry area.

t

district. The officers elected

Chairman; Mary Donaghey,

C

Desertmartin, are: Chairman,

Rita Fuller; and Treasurer,

4

Féin

he Francis

McCloskey,

and Gerry U. O Loingsigh

McCloskey, Treasurer.
The officers of the Gerard

The scene in Tralee as Gardai
and Special Branch waded in with
fist and boot to break up a
protest against conditions in
Portlaoise prison. See also picture
and report on page 7.

umainn,

Secretary,

“Peace with Justice”
meeting in U.C.D.

OVER 400 people attended a meeting organised by the Colm Keenan Sinn Féin Cumann in
University College, Dublin in support of the “Peace with Justice” theme of the Republican
Movement. The meeting was chaired by the Auditor of the College Debating Society, Mr. Gerry

il il

0 D: . Sp
Editor of “‘An Phoblacht”.

Putting the Christmas
ceasefire in the context of the
struggle of the minority in
the occupied area over the

Buiochas

WE wish on behalf of our
Political Prisoners
(Provisional), and their
families to thank the people
of Tallaght for their generous
response to our appeal for
funds.

Due to increasing demands
been made on our existing
branches throughout the
country we are forming a
branch in Tallaght,

For further
please contact John O'Reilly,
33 Avonbeg Road.

information '

last five years, Mr. O’Hara
pointed out that organised
self-defence and
counter-attack were the only
methods left open to the
minority to counteract the
violence of internment,
torture and subjection which
the British employed to
maintain the colonial link.
Because of this, the resistance
movement were not prepared
to have ‘‘peace’ at any price,

as this would only imply
continued repression, mass
unemployment and open
discrimination against the
minority.

Asked from the floor why
did Britain want to keep
Ulster as a Cology, Mr.
O'Hare answered that
Westminister used the pool of
cheap labour in the Six
Counties whenever labour
became scarse and also that
the investment in intensive
industries in the Six Counties,
such as the Belfast Shipyards,
promised to yield Britain
handsome profits in years to
come.

Mr. D. O Hogiin deplored
the action of the Free State
Government over the
ceasefire period. The arrest of
Kevin Mallon, the continued
political censorship of the
state media; the wild speeches
of Minister Fitzgerald and the
inhuman conditions in
Portlaoise political prison all

luded Mr. A. O Ceallachdin, Mr. D. O Hogiin, and Mr. Gerry O’Hara,

pointed to the fact, he said,
that the Dublin Government
had a vested interest in the
resumption of hostilities.

Aindreas O Ceallachiin
furthered this point when he
asked: “If the Republican
Leadership can ensure peace
for 26 days, why are the
puppet politicians so anxious
that the Christmas ceasefire
be broken’?The answer, he
said, rested on the fact that
both the Dublin Government
and the S.D.L.P. were
politically insecure in the
present climate. Both there
groups had bargained all their
principles to the British there
is nothing but social unrest,
and in the Free State a near
bankrupt economy. By their
actions, they had permitted
themselves to become
dependent on Britain and her
patronage money.

After the guest speakers
had finished, the Chairman,
Mr. O Danachdir invited an
open discussion from the
student audience. This proved
to be an outstanding success.
Many of the speakers had an
opportunity to clarify points
made earlier, and indeed,
speaking to students after the
meeting it became quite clear
that the student population
in U.C.D. had, for the first
time, got a grasp of the real
meaning of ‘“Peace with
Justice™.

Houses and Flats

They are very

Accommodat ion
wanted urgently

u A ‘wanted,
unfurnished, reasonable rent paid.

furnished and

50024s.

d to
the people who are being deported from Britain.
All enquiries to: Bob Smith, 380, Nutgrove Ave.
Rathfarnham, Dublin, Phone 985549, or Charlie
McGlade, 60, Mourne Road, Dublin, 12. Phone

»
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The Greatness of Connolly

I HAVE just come across a Pelican paperback
called ““James Connolly, Selected Writings” by
P. Berresford Ellis. It is not new (it was
published in 1973) but it is the best
presentation of Connolly which I know and I
heartily recommend it.

The introduction is excellent. Along with
an outline of Connolly’s life-story, it gives a
clear survey of his socialist theoretical writing,
stressing his innovations in this field. The
selection of his writings which follows is
divided into sections in a way that makes it
very easy to find out what Connolly actually
said on the main issues whjch“copcen!cd him:

1 and Catholicism; 1 and
Imperialism (including Socialism and
Nati ism); Industrial Unionism and Trade
Unionism; Women’s Rights; War and

Revolutionary Warfare; the Partition of
Ireland; the Language Movement.

The net result of this presentation is to let
us see Connolly not only in relation to the
contemporary Irish situation, but in t_he
context of the international -socialist
movement, as a thinker ranking with Lenin,
Mao and Che Guevara — relating, as they did,
the basic socialist theory to the national
conditions which he ~encountered and
developing it in the new light of that unique
national situation.

I think that Connolly’s most important
message for us is contained not in anything he
said about socialism, but in the following
statement about revolutionary thinking
generally:

We are told to imitate Wolfe Tone, but the
greatness of Wolfe Tone lay in the fact that he
imitated nobody. The needs of his time called
for a man able to shake from his mind the
intellectual fetters of the past, and to unite in
his own person the hopes of the new
revolutionary faith and the ancient aspirations
of an opposed people.

We are familiar with what you might call
geographical provincialism: a nation, such as
the lIrish, deriving their ideas and their view of
their own life from another country or, more
precisely, from the metropolitan centre of a
foreign nationalism. What Connolly 35 h.'\mng'

pr i of i ies who derive
their thinking about the present from the
thinking of a revolutionary leader or group
who lived a hundred or two hundred years
ago.

Connolly was one of the most original of
Irish nationalist thinkers and of Marxist
socialist thinkers. To imitate him or Wolfe
Tone or Thomas Davis or Douglas Hyde — to
be loyal to what these men stood for —
means, among other things, imitating their
independence of mind in regard to their own

d C b

ly, to a
degree, it means thinking differently than
they did.

No one exemplified more than Connolly
that, after devotion to the cause of the
oppressed people, the first characteristic of
the Irish revolutionary is spiritual and mental
freedom. Moreover, the principal thing which
the revolutionary is trying to win for his
oppressed countrymen is this freedom, for the
simple reason that all other freedoms and
well-being follow from it. A people with free
spirits and minds make themselves free
politically and economically.

Connolly did not, repeat, did not regard
the first object of the Labour or socialist
struggle as being better wages or working
conditions or housing or even contro} of
industry. He said: “Every victory for Labour
helps to strengthen the cramped soul of the
Irish labourer’. That was what mattered to
him in the first place.

And of the ITGWU, among all the things
he could have said in praise of it, this is what
he did say:

It found the workers of Ireland on their
knees, and has striven to raise them to the
erect position of manhood; it found them
with all the vices of slavery in their souls, and
it strove to eradicate these vices and replace
them with some of the virtues of free men ..

By taking this stance, by making the
human quality of his countrymen and of Irish
life the first goal, Connolly showed himself to
be a humanist revolutionary using labour
organisation, the written word and nationalist
politics as means. His socialism was, in the
first i a ism directed towards

at in that passage is the

making men and persons out of servile and
broken people.

This gives us a yardstick by which to
measure many in Ireland today who call
themselves socialists, and who talk like

pitalist busi as i ieving for
everyone the condition of well-care-for
animals were what socialism is about.

Connolly was repelled by, and explicitly
d to, t iali of the itali

world and its ruling class. His socialism was
anything but a desire to perpetuate that
materialistic view of man and of his
well-being.

Connolly’s main innovations in the field of
socialist theory were in relation to socialism
and Catholici ialism and nationali
and the shape of the future socialist republic
or, in other words, the political form which
socialism would take. But he was also a
pioneer among socialists in regard to the rights
and status 6f women and in regard to the role
of national languages in the socialist scheme
of things.

As is well known, Connolly rejected the
idea that Catholicism and Marxism were
incompatible and he united them in his own
person. He believed that a man could be
Marxist in politics and Christian in religion.
Indeed, he went further, holding that the
essence of Christianity, as evidenced from the
early Church Fathers, agreed with the Marxist

In regard to nationalism and socialism,
Connolly rejected the widespread view in
socialist circles that the nationalism of
oppressed nations was a betrayal of socialism.
He took the view that it was a necessary part
of socialism, and Lenin supported - him
strongly on this.

On the other hand, Connolly urged Irish

ionalists ‘to be ialists as well, on the

view of private property,
and the rational ordering of society in the
interests of the common good.

C tly, he saw as the
putting into practice of Catholicism properly
understood.

It follows that he did not regard atheism as
an essential element of Marxism. Marxism was
a scientific method of analysing the history
and present condition of the world with a
view to action; it was also a general indication
of the lines that action should follow. Since
the ultimate aim was to end the exploitation
and oppression of man — to liberate man to
be his human and personal self — how could it
be in conflict with Catholicism, even if it
might well be in conflict with Church
authorities?

grounds that a legally sovereign Irish state
would not in itself mean freedom from
economic control by England, nor would it
really liberate the Irish people, most of whom
suffered from an economic oppression
originating inside Ireland itself.

He made clear, in other words, that
socialists in an oppressed nation, who play
down their nationalism, are bad socialists; also
that nationalists who promise freedom to an
oppressed nation, while cold-shouldering
socialism, are frauds.

‘Around the Country’

le Maire Ni Bhaoill

THROUGHOUT the country
protests are taking place on
behalf of the hunger strikers
in Portlaoise prison.

In the 26 Counties Sinn
Féin members are urging
T.D's and Senators to save
the hunger strikers’ lives by
conceeding their demands
before it is too late.

Donegal protests
About fifty members of Sinn

Féin, Kevin Street, picketed the
Garda-Army road-block at the

stated that men were five and six
to a cell and didn’t have a change
of clothing since Christmas. They
were also refused a report on the
condition of the hunger-strikers.

Athy protest

Members of the Connor-Lacey
Sinn Féin Cumann, Athy blocked
all traffic in Athy for fifteen
minutes on Saturday. This was
followed by a march through the
town. The purpose of the
blockade and march was to
protest against the treatment of
prisoners in Portlaoise prison and
the treatment of relatives who
seek information about their

round-about in
protest against conditions in
Portlaoise Prison. Michael
McMahon, spokesman for the
picketors stated the reasons for
this protest was to highlight the
worsening conditions in Portlaoise
Prison where ten men have been
on hunger-strike since the 1st of
January. He stated that the garda{
and army were responsible for the
destruction of £15,000 worth of
equipment and personal
belongings of the prisoners,
including tape-recorders,
record-palyers, radios, crafts, etc.

A similar picket was placed on

Members of the cumann also
protested outside Protlaoise
prison and outside the home of
Mr. Cooney, the Free State’s
Minister for Justice,

Letter to local T.D.’s

The Thomas Ashe Sinn Féin
cumann, Dublin in a letter to
local T.D.'s, David Thornley,
Hugh Byme, Richard Byme and
Jim Tunney said:

“In the Cabra West area alone
there are six of your constituents
i in ise Prison,

the Garda barracks in
on Sunday evening. Anthony
O’Malley Daly, Ballyshannon
Town Commissioners, addressing
those present stated that Joe
O'Neill, Bundoran U.D.C. and

there are several more in the
constituency outside the Cabra
West area imprisoned there. The
vast majority of these people
would not be in prison but for the
i it enacted

himself had been to Portla
Prison the previous day to visit
Pat Ward, a native of Burtonport,
who is one of the hunger strikers.
They 'were refused admission
and clothes that they had for the
prisoners were not accepted. He

1CP.

subsequent to the bombings at

Liberty Hall and Sackville Place,

and indeed as you will recall Mr.

Cooney himself, was one of the
i i

The letter added: “A worse
aspect of this matter is Mr
Cooney’s petty vindictiveness in
removing the normal remission
due to prisoners under sentence.
We urge you to raise this matter
at your earliest opportunity and
see that your constituents are
treated fairly and allowed their
basic civil rights, We must
mention at this juncture- that
despite Mr, Cooney’s statement of
last week, prisoners do have rights
and it is up to you as a Public
Representative to see that they
are not deprived to them”,

The letter = concluded: *‘It
would appear from the foregoing
that the 26 County Government
is finding the present truce an
embarrassment and are bent on
destroying it, as their bankrupt
policies are now in greater danger
of being exposed than cver
before,

Roscommon people
shocked at
Portlaoise conditions

Members of the Sean South
Cumann, Sinn Féin, Roscommon,
manned a caravan in The Square

Saturday outlined the events that
took place in the prison on 29th
December when gardaf and army
riot squads wantonly destroyed
personal effects owned by the
jailed men.

It told of men now having to
sleep on the floor, some without
matresses, being unable to wash
or shave and having only the
clothes they stand up in.

Said Cumann Chairman Mr.
Tom Kilroe: “We distributed
1,000 leaflets and a number of
people took home copies of our
political programme “Eire Nua™,
People, generally, were shocked at
the i at Portlaoise and a

on Saturday and
leaflets asking the public to
protest to T.D.’s local councillors
and clergymen about the
conditions prevailing in Portlaoise
Prison.

On Sunday a deputation from
the Cumann saw the parish priest,
Very Rev. Canon T. Hanley, and
the Church of Ireland Rector,
Rev. R. Graham, to urge them to
add their voice to the growing
protest about the plight of

most
this legislation™.

prisoners., %
The lcaflets distributed on

number promised to make ‘a
personal protest™.

Letter to Bishops

Combhairle

endured by Republican

being

political prisoners. Outside Portlaoise Prison
Ulster Executive uniformed Gardai shield a
Statement Special Branch- member (arr-
owed) from angry women

The Ulster of Sinn g after he had
Féin, Kevin Street, commenting ock
on the “inhuman conditions™ kl‘:e dan elt!erly woman to
Republican Prisoners in Portlaoise ground. It is noteworthy
Prison are forced to endure, wish  that no member of the Gardai
to remind the Free ~State’s Siochana rushed to the aid of
Minister for Justice, Mr, Patrick 3 Co
Cooney, that these men are not thg Bn‘.“'h thug’s victim, who
common criminals but political "2 noticeably shaken by her
hostages. ordeal.

The statement continued:

*“These men should be afforded
the status of ‘political prisoner®
by right and not as some sort of
concession from Leinster House,

“Sinn Féin stands solidly
behind the men in Portlaoise and
support any action they

The
Ceanntair Sinn Féin, agreed to
write ;1 the Bishop of Elphin,
Most Rev. Dr. Dominic Conway,
and the Church of Ireland Bishop
for the Diocese to ask them to aid
their voice to the protest about
the conditions in Portlaoise Prison

fit to gain their just
demands for proper living
conditions pending the
implementation of a general
amnesty”,

The statement was issued by
the Executive’s P.R.O. Mr
Malachy Foots.

P.D.F. Sympathy

The executive meeting of the
Prisoners' Dependants' Fund was
opened and then adjourned by
the chairman following the
‘observance of a two minutes
silence as a mark of respect to the
memory of James Moyne.

A motion of condolence and
sympathy was passed to the
parents and family of Mr. Moyne.

o R
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IRISH-AMERICANS
NOT FOOLED BY
GARRET FITZGERALD

A FEW days

I
television show ﬂ"wm“'d"‘ S

ich Fo)
ter, Mr. Garret Fitz d,
wolu on the Northern situation.

© wish Mr. FitzGerald would
stay at home,

He spoke to Irish-Americans
on this show and asked them to
noE“unll.nhmomy for rellef of
distress In Northern Ireland, He
spoke to us s If we were children,
Twas dem

M, FitzGerald, obviously, has

no understanding of the feeling of
the

us, We know what the British
Government is doing in Northern
Ireland mdh we want it to stop,

n the TV, show, M
FitzGerald said absolutel
nothing about the Britl
Government's denlal of human
rights and the actlivities of the
British Army In Belfast, .

We wish Mr, FitzGerald and
other Dublin politiclans would
stay at home and stop Insulting
the Intelligence of the
Irish-Americans, We know better,

- Pal Kelly,
234, Bg:xl Road, it ;
Nua Eabhrach, e

CARDINAL AND
THE PROVOS

IS Cardinal Conway really serious
when he states that the
Provisionals have no right to
directly to the British
ent? Mr. Wilson being a

reliast knows better — his
with the Plvm"‘llnllll LR.A. in the

t proved that. E
"‘cf'mnu Conway is on' very
thin nd when he refers to
“politicians” and “democracy” in
the context of Northern Ireland
whether he likes it or not the

Calendars

STILL available at the Carft
Centre, 44 Cearnbg Pharnell,
Baile Atha Cliath, 1:

Resistance Calendar,
published by the Belfast
?ﬂbllcllylo:umul Price 30p;
postage 10p extra.

Long Kesh calendar,
published by the
Andersonstown Central Civil
Resistance Committee; Price
15p) postage Sp.

Sinn Féin Calendar; Price
12p) postage Sp.

PORTLAOISE
JAIL

A new song about the
famous escape of 19
men, Sung by Michael
yoonn on a new “clllhe.

— personal callers
onry. Sole distributors
for Ireland: Sinn Féin,
2A Lz, Kevin St., Dublin
8. Boxes of 25 for
£10.00. Add 25p tl:r

, e coples
%un.:t besun'fllt by post.
Flip side: Sedn South
from Garryowen.
A Freedom Record

Me Jewel & Darlin’
Dublin by Eamonn Mac
ml;llll. £4.20. By post

S.D.LP. are a political par
without a parliament in a mp.n?.
which seems to get the blind eye
from Dublin too., This makes a
mockery out of any mandate they
may have received at the ballot
box from a minority of the
minority, a point weli-taken by
our correspondent
orrigan  some months
Furthermore Mr, Fitt
company have very
bary power vis-a-vis
elr  abo

When numbers embarrass,
they are deleted, as in reporting
of the Gaughan funeral. When
they are useful, they are
exagerated, as In reports of
‘‘peace’’ (surrender)
demonstrations,

The most nmuﬂnf element of
this propaganda war Is the use of
?uclll jugun, often imported
rom Fleet Street, London,

Examples: for Crown Forces,
British army, R.UC, UD.R,

“security forces"

)y clrca
“Sunningdale” on Internment and
the Rent Strike saw to that,

With respect, at this historlc
moment, Cardinal Conway should
not be too pharisaic about the
rmmng at the round table. The

ritish have sat down with
freedom fighters the Empire over
before. Any ‘softly softly catchee
monkey' ideas the Cardinal may
have could prove unwise, After
five years of bitter guerrilla
warfare the Provisional LR.A,
know their place and thelr rights,
They unfortunately as well have
rather vivid recollections of much
verbal violence visited on them by
members of the Cathollc
Hierarchy who since Feakle have
romained strangely silent,

Perhaps Cardinal Conway
should forget the whu:xlnl-boy
era and get on with the good
work., Playing chess or
establishment roulette with a
hardwon ceaseflre s dangerous
business; it is no time for “party
politics” North or south,

~ Diarmaid O Sdilleabhain,
Guaire, Co, Loch Garman,

TREATMENT
OF PRISONERS

WHILE the TRUCE was in
operation the Irish people were
ding for “‘Peace with Justice™.
ese :;';:u co-lnc:‘d‘e: lwilh 'll;‘ht
“Buy " cam, launche
gy the Dublin vaemment: M:.(
‘Cooney Minister for ‘‘Justice”
appeared on R.T.E. and orenly
eclared that Republican
Prisoners in Portlaoise Jail had no
rights,

To prove his point he ordered
that these Hunger striking
prisoners be sprayed with water
cannons, shot at with rubber
bullets and battoned.

Ireland was a signatory to the
Declaration of Human Rights
which calls for humane treatment
for imprisoned Political Prisoners.

On the anniversary day of —
Human Rights convention
Political prisoners were liberated
from Greece, Iran, Rhodesia and
many other parts of the world;
not so In Ireland. 5

The people elected ' Mr,
Cooney - lndp he was chosen to
,n:l”m post of Minister for

stice,

What do the Irish people now
think of their chofce of man?
Revenge s mine sald the Lord - |

say:
“‘Mr Cooney's concept of
Justice  differs from the real
meaning of that word, =
> =~ Una Toal,
Newry Road, Din Dealgan,

PROPAGANDA AT
ITS CRUDEST

PROPAGANDA can be subtle or
crude. In one Dublin dally it ml(y
be seen at Its crudest, This
consists of not publishing news,
even though will have

ete,,
(which may include Paras, S.A.S.,
torturers, etc.),

Republicans, whether they are
Flanna ann, Cumann na

allfnf, Cumann na mBan, An

umann Cabhrach, Sinn Féin or
Oglaigh na hEireann, all are called
“'Provos",

There are no such things as
‘*Republican principles”, Use,
instead, “Republican tactics”,
And for "ﬁrhcn protest” always
rnuk; It “jall rlot*,

unnily enough, the paper
specialising in this kln(r of
Journalism calls itself “Irish” and

‘Independent"’,
= Fear Faire,

Balle Atha Cliath,

GARDAI OPPOSE
BUY IRISH
CAMPAIGN

ON SATURDAY evening
18/1/'75 three members of this
Cumann were putting up our By
Irish Boycott British posters and
others in and around Mo
Town, They were stopp y
Gardaf and their car way searched,

The official policy
of the Republican
Movement is expressed
in statements issued by
Sinn  Féin, the Irish
Republican  Publicity
Bureau and the

ship of

n Movement,

s expressed

here, by letter writers,
by

regular column
and in other s
contributions,

necessarily those of the
publishers

Letters to the Editor
will  have better

typewritten
side of paper anc
well spaced
leith ronnh Ghaeilge

The Gurdaf then confiscated all
posters In the car, When our
members objected that no poster
in the car was In any way lllegal
Garda Flynn and his coharts
retorted that they were
empowered to conflscate all

sters and were doing so per

structions from thelr superlors,

Are the senlor Gardaf |
Mona scting unllaterally In
this matter or Is It Garda polic
nationally to or[un the Buy Iris|
campaign? a8 collaboration
be! Garda{ and the
British reached the stage where
the Gardaf are willing to permit

It, or distorting news reports, even
when competitors carry the
straight version.

For Hire

Aveling — Austin
99H motor grader

M.B. Stack -

Gibbstown,
Navan,

Co. Meath

The Trade
Unionist

Paper of National Fed-
eration of Shop Stewards’
Committees.

Available from: D.
Whelan, 38, Amran Quay,
Dublin 7, Price 6p.

Women and children lined the streets of
Tralee in protest against the brutal treatment
of Republican prisoners in Portlaoise. The
wives and families of Kerry prisoners took a
leading part in the demonstration which lasted

for 20 minutes,

Despite loudspeaker announcements by a
member of the Republican Movement that the
protest was due to end in two minutes a force
of Special Branch and Gardaf rushed up from
the barracks and attacked the demonstrators.

*‘Now the people of Tralee can clenlyjue

03

Tralee demo for p

retreat.

who are the men of viol

man at the loud hailer as the Free Staters

shirts’ and “Gesta;
men and their hen

risoners...

began to drag the women from the street,
ulling them by the hair and using fists and
atons, indisciminately.
Members of the general public joined in to
assist the demonstrators in resisting the
police brutality. Bystanders shouted *‘Blue-

! " as the foiled Branch-
ien had to beat a sullen

At the close of the protest, the demonstrat-
ors left the street in good order, and assisted
the blocked cars to get the traffic-flow

hly flowing once more.

anything which offends their
British masters to appear in
public?

The posters seized were: Buy
Irish Boycott British; Ireland
Free No E.EC.; 26 Co.
Government Killing Peace Effort;
and Brit Thugs Out.

— S. O’Donaill,

P.R.O.

Fergal O’Hanlon Cumann,
Monaghan.

FREE STATE’S
RARE DISTINCTION

IRELAND, through the
machinations of the
“Government" in the Free State,
has the distinction of having and
holding the youngest internee in
the world, The continued
detention in Limerick Jall of Dr,
Dugdale and her infant boy is the

ANOTHER MURDER
FOR THE CROWN

THE British concentration camp
at Long Kesh claimed the life of
its seventh victim on Sunday last.
For more than eighteen months
James Hoyne from Derry suffered
from .asthmatic attacks in the
oggy, swamp conditions in
that dreadful camp is
situated.

The fact that this disease was
at an advanced stage in this man
was well known to the Cam|
Governor and his staff and Mr.
Hoyne had to' be removed to an
outside hospital more than once,
The authorities at Long Kesh also
knew death was ceﬂlfn for this
man if he was held In such
conditions, Yet he was not
released, nor was he or others like
him the nerve

greatest act of ever
Emllnd. even by a bunch of
arbarians, As If the cold,
dn?rmlnl llmnl&hm of a lonel,
prison cell not enoy
punishment for this mother and
child, we have the good Catholic
T.D. Steve Coughlan, calling for
the * withholding of the  few
shillings famlly allowance for the
mother,

Here indeed Is u case for the
Christians of Ireland to shout
about. Visiting the “Crib" and
contemplating on the Babe In that
stable at Bethlehem smacks of
hgpoully If one remalns silent
about the mother and her child in
the stable in Limerick,

- Fermanagh Reader.

TURF, BRIQUETTES
AND LOGS

In % ton, % ton, 1 ton and
8 ton loads.
North Dublin and
Drogheda Area

EDWARD O'REILLY,
Ard Cath, Co. Meath.
Phone: 264148

Raffle

PRIZEWINNERS in the Kildare Comhairle Ceantair
Sinn Féin draw are as follows:

1st Prize (Celtic Cross): James Byrne, Moyola, Co.

Kildare,
2nd Prize (Plaque with 1916 Sl;n_ntorleu): Niall
MacDonald, Ayre Street, Newbridge, Kildare,

Results

morning at 9.30 a.m.

Portlacise Buses

THE buses run by Sinn Féin for relatives and friends
wishing to visit Republican prisoners in Portlaoise
Prison will in future leave Sinn Féin’s Dublin office, 5
Blessington Street (Tel. 308783) every Saturday

EI s pumped down on the
mates by the British Army,

Hls death Is murder wilfully
committed by Crown forces and
the Camp Governor,

- Concerned,
Co. Fhear Manach,

CUMANN GAELACH
BHRIOSCAI EIREANN

TA suas le 500 duine sa dd
mhonarchain i Srdid an Easbuig
agus Tamhlacht ag iarraidh an
oiread Gaeilge is atd acu a
labhairt. Ta siad ag foghlaim breis
Gu“ﬁ:;é bhileoig sheachtainitil a
sholathraftear tr{ oifig an Fhdinne
Nua. Té gi le teagasc de chinedl
éig'n do .chuid mhér dfobh le
fuaimeanna is rithim na cainte a
thabhairt déibh,

Td an comhlacht sdsta seomra
fd choinne ranganna a thabhairt
diinn, Mar sin, ba mhaith linn
teacht ar chairde a bheadh sista
ranganna a lacadh. Einne go
dtig leo cab déanfadh slad

m’mhm linn
370726, nb le hi an Fhiinne
Nu-r 86 Sr. Ghar lochtar,
Baile Atha Cliath, 1, Teil:
752231,
= Ant6n Mac Glolla Rt

An Cumann Gaelach rﬂom

n Tta, St an Easbu g, Balle
Atha Cliath, 2,

wish to thank most

and

would like to give a

Acknowledgement

KENNEDY: The husband, family and relatives of the
late Marie Kennedy, 106, l

sincerel;
sympathised with them in their recent bereavement
all those who sent Mass cards.
certificates, wreaths, letters and telegrams and those
who visited the house and attended the funeral. We

Greene and the Staff of North Craigavon Hospital.
Mass will be offered for the intentions of .uo.'p

Bankbrook Hill, s
y all

those who
Seraphic

lal thanks to Fr. Gerald

An Cumann Cabhrach

Prisoners’ D

d Fund

BALLAD SESSION AND BUFFET
in
Round Tower Hotel, Balla, Co, Mayo
Friday 7th February
Comm encing 8.30 p.m.

Featuring Sean Dynes,
Ulsters No 1 Folk Singer

Snask

Pr

Support Republican Prisoners’
Dependents
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Deliberate murder
planned at the
highest level

It is commonly alleged that Irish People
have particularly long memories for wrongs
done to them, that we nurse our grievances
through the generations and' allow them to
determine our attitudes: that we find it
difficult to forgive, almost impossible to
forget.

But there are times when we forgive and forget
easily enough. Bloody Sunday, for example.

It is remembered by everyone, of course, in the sense that
most people in Ireland recall what happened that day, can
probzbly tell the date and how many people died. But from
the bland editorials in the national papers and the “concilia-
tory” statements of establishment politicians one does not
gather that it is remembered with any sense of outrage or what
lessons have been learned from its happening.

Yet Bloody Sunday ought to be remembered with outrage,
not on account of the desirability of opening old wounds but
because it was an event which, in a number of crucial ways, is
set apart from other incidents in which relatively large
numbers died, and because the immediate reaction to it was

uniquely instructive about the nature of British politics and
the morality of British Imperial institutions.

It was massacre

— exactly as planned
Bloody Sunday was deliberate murder. It was not an
ids a misund d or a result of a number of
individual soldiers losing their cool and going beserk. Any
objective ination of the seq of events and the
pattern of casualties makes it clear that it was planned,
planned at the highest level and that, far from “something
going wrong”, it went exactly as planned.

Almost certainly, British Army tactics for Bloody Sunday
were discussed — and passed — at a meeting of the Defence
Committee of the British Cabinet three days previously,
attended by, among others, Heath, Carrington, the Joint
Chiefs of the Imperial General Staff and'General Ford, then
GOC Land Forces, Northern Ireland. The go-ahead was given.
In other words, from the highest political level came instruct-
ion that men known to be innocent were to be shot dead.

It is that which sets Bloody Sunday apart. There have been
other incidents of multiple death. The Dublin and Monaghan
bombings last May, for example, were possibly the work of the
SAS. But the SAS work in a furtive way, does not acknow-
ledge its activities and probably does not seek Governmental
sanction for individual actions. The -Bloody Friday deaths in
Belfast resulted from mishandled telephone warnings. Mc-

Gurk’s Bar was almost certainly a sectarian massacre. And so

on.

But Bloody Sunday was sanctioned in advance and def-
ended in retrospect by every British political leader from the
Prime Minister down. By so doing they proclaimed to the
world that they lie in their teeth when they condemn
“violence™ and “‘murder”. They are violent men and murderers
themselves.

British establishments'contempt
for human life

By so doing they gave every British soldier in the North to
understand that it was open season on rebellious elements and
that if they happened to kill an innocent by-stander or two,
not to worry: the Army press office would churn out blank
denials, cabinet ministers in the House of Commons would
cheerfully libel the dead and the British press would headline
the lies and hail the killer as a hero.

And by so doing they ought to have given us, the Irish
people, an understanding of the British establishment’s con-
tempt for human life and its bottomless hypocrisy when
defending its own interests.

That hypocrisy was never more evident than in the
awarding olpderisory P ion to the relatives of the

We were killed on the barricades, in the courtyards ...
and a few died — God knows where.

Palace to be decorated by the Queen of England on behalf of a
grateful nation.

Yet what have we learned from all this? As we approach the
third anniversary of Bloody Sunday there is a massive and
well-orchestrated campaign for “peace”. It involves the leaders
of all the main churches, and its d rations are attended
by Southern Cabinet ministers and Assemblymen of all parties
in the North. It is reported approvingly on the front page of
every Irish daily paper.

Republicans can afford

to remember

Yet the calls for peace are directed almost exclusively at the
Republican Movement. On the platforms the word “gunman”
refers always to members of Oglaigh na hEireann. “Men of
violence” is used as a synonym for “Provisional”. Never a
suggestion that the war is two-sided, much less an acknowled-
gement that the root cause of the absence of peace is the
British presence in our country: no indication at all that in
!.!\elx‘ f-proclaimed thirst for justice they recall the horrific

dead. The payments caused great controversy in Britain, Tory
M.P.s saying that it was outrageous, more liberal el

gh rpetrated three years ago by highly-trained memb-
ers of Her Majesty’s forces.
Renuhli b

expressing contentment that the payments were ex gratia; that
is, there was no admission of guilt. In Ireland, North and
South, “moderates” babbled about “justice being done at
last”.

But the point of the payments were quite simple. They
meant that no civil claims would be brought in the courts, the
hearing of which would have subjected British Army activity
that day to more searching scrutiny than that carried out by
the notorious Widgery. It was just another exercise in cynicism
and deception.

Of course there was no admission of guilt. Killing Civil
Rights marchers is not the class of thing British political or
military leaders feel guilty about. Quite the reverse. The man
who commanded the Paras, Lt. Col. Dereck Wilford, was not
required to feel guilt. He was required to attend Buckingham

Stay free, brothers and sisters. There'll be another day,

P , as we will on the streets of Derry
next Sunday. We remember, not because we are endowed with
fuller powers of recall, but because politically we can afford to
remember, whereas the Conways, O’Briens, Humes and Faulk-
ners cannot. Their pro-British, anti-Republican ideology
cannot tolerate the memory of all the dead; to admit that the
single most cold-blooded example of mass killing in the past
five years was carried out by the armed forces of the British
state would make it impossible for them to maintain their
public position that Britain’s interest in Ireland is entirely
benign. So they contrive to forget it and to ignore the lessons
to be learned from it.

We remember Bloody Sunday. And it is well to remember it
at this time when the air is filled with talk of “concessions”
and media speculation about what “concession” from the
British would or would not be reasonable in return for a
change in Republican tactics. There is no concession they
could make now which has not already been paid for. The
Irish people have paid, in advance and over the odds, for
everything it is possible to obtain. We have paid through the
ages in blood and tears, and it would be an insult to the

memory of those who paid with their lives on 30 Jamm-y(-’-

1972 for us to desist now from the struggle to build a free
future in which such horror can, at last, be forgotten.

We stand and salute the 13 who were
murdered by British guns in Derry City on
January 30, 1972:
Barney McGuigan
Michael McDaid
Jim Wray
William McKinney
John Young

Gerard Donaghy
William Nash
Kevin McElhinney
Gerry McKinney
Michael Kelly
Hugh Gilmore

Jack Duddy

and the 14th victim, John Johnston who died
later from injuries received.

|

— We salute all who died by British guns
before and after 30 January 1972. Let us
ensure that all these sacrifices have not been
in vain.

Demand the withdrawal of British troops
from Ireland.

Ama fhoilsit ag An Phoblacht, 44 Cearnég Pharnell, B.A.C, 1.
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