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Dublin Special
Branch Harassmen

LOYALIST BITTERNESS

of Republican
Paper Sellers
Stepped-up

A young Belfastman, Frank
McGowan (18), who is a regu-
lar seller of Republican News,
was arrested last Saturday, by
five Special Branch detectives
at the GPO in Dublin.

Some time later, a few detec-

tives called at the home of Mrs.

Maire Lyons, a key distributor
_fuv us in the 26-Counties, to
inferm her that Frank would
be appearing in Court on Mon-
day morning.

Mr. McGowan was held in the

Bridewell, and in spite of sever-

al requests, no one was allowed
to see him.

It is understood that Mr. Mc
Gewan was fined £4 for selling

newspapers withcut a street
trader’s licence and that he re

Tused bail when charged with
“gonduct likely to lead to a
breach of the peace.””

Qur reporter was told on Tues-
day that Franlc has been taken
to Mountjoy Jail.

We have just heard that Frank
and another young man who

was also selling Republican news
papers, were ordered to be
bound over to “keep the peace”
for 12 months on a bail bond.
When they refused to enter in
the bail bund, they were sent-
enced to six months in jail.

By armed struggle and mass resistance
the nationalist people of the North
and their supporters in the South
have forced England to her knees

and made her seek every possible
means to withdraw politically and
militarily from Ireland.

Although England has been extrem-
ely reluctant to do so, and has only
begun lately, she has been forced to
ettison her traditional local agents

Protestant landlords, businessmen
and working-class loyalists.

Pro-imperialist Protestants, whase
attitudes are as i

REASON FOR IT?

the interests of the Bm.sﬁ ospemuy
ing and i

Maonilicen

As the Summer offensive of Oglaigh
na hEireann swept the six counties

by di every
attempt at democratic or national
self-assertion by the Catholics.

The bitterness that most loyalists
.hlrbmu towards England at present
is due primarily to the fact that the
English government has not been
ropressive enough recently towards
Catholics.

The English government and the
loyalists are united in trying to
prevent the establishment of an All
Ireland Democratic Socialist
Republic. It mm- lhny have the

as lan
Smith’s or the Klu Klux Klln 's, are
inst the

in Leinster Haull In this nglrd

a (June 18th) from the
Mid—Ulster Brigade clarified the
issued. “The attacks marked the
latest phase in the campaign to

bring home to Britain our determin-
ation to intensify the war. Economic
and military targets will come under
constant attack until there is
declaration of intent by Britain to
withdraw and until the other de-
mands llrl..iv made by the .R.A.
are met.”"

TOWARDS ENGLAND

WHAT IS THE

Volunieers

blasts. The R.U.C. station at
Stewartstown was blasted by a
500Ib. bomb. An 800Ib. explosion
rocked the R.U.C. station at Coagh.
In Dungannon a 600Ib. bomb
devastated business premises in
Scotch Street. There were also large
explosions in Lisnaskea, Castledaw-
son, Roslea and Bellaghy that night.
In Dungiven fire bombs exploded in
the Post Office. In Lurgan there were
four explosions in one of which an
R.U.C. man was killed and two
others injured.
The next day the range of operations
spread to Derry. Two parcel bombs

The accidental deaths of two Derry
volunteers, Gerard Ci and David
Russell underlines the great courage,
skill and dedication required for a
The

and other devices were planted in-
side the security barriers in Ferry-
quay Street and Richmond Street
causing extensive damage to business

skill and heroism or thase who have

social and cultural liberation from

English oppression, . . . the Repub-
lican Movement.
The sectarian

The Dublin bombing
the necemery,Gulturel uﬂunm-nu bomb they wre planting in a super-
with plans to supp: market

{ons Af nationsl heross, €0 teach a
new more British version of Irish
history and even to replace the
National Anthem because it would
be ing to “Northerners.”

ion and mutilation campaign with
the blowing up without warning of
Catholic pubs, churches, schools
and community halls, have been
repeating, emphasising and re-
inforcing the historical role of
Protestantism in Ireland which has
been one of repression on behalf of
British imperialism.
With the exception of the United
Irishmen and some other rebels,
liberals and socialists, the Protestant
Irish have carried out since the
plantations the function of an
Ascendancy, supported by a tenant
and working-class militia, serving

The fact that a social revolution
was not carried out in the South

(continued on Page Eight)

NO WAGE
RESTRAINT

26-County Local

Election, June 1974

THE FOLLOWING SINN FEIN CANDIDATES WERE ELECTED:

Patrick Ruane
Frank Gjynn
John J. McGirl
Sean Lynch

. Anthony 0’Malley Daly
Michael Nevin
Joseph 0'Neill
Gerard Ginty
Vincent Conlon
James Mee
Frank McCaughey
Frank Maguire
Michael Sheil
Patrick McGinn
Sean Doyle
George 0’Reilly
Charles Boylan
Tomas 0 Conaill
Charles Ronayne
Michael Kennedy
P. J. Burke
Michael McGearty
Frank Browne
William Coady
Frank Browne
James McElwain

(We are publishing this |
commercial news media—

ist in

Galway County Council

Galway County Council

Leitrim County Council

Longford County Council
Ballyshannon Town Commissioners
Longford Urban District Council
Bundoran Urban District Council
‘Ballina Urban District Council
Monaghan Urban District Council
Passage West Town Commissioners
Clones Urban District Council
Clones Urban District Council
Gorey Town Commissioners
Castleblaney Urban District Council
Enniscorthy Urban District Council
Athy Urban District Council

Cavan County Council

Youghal Urban District Council
Midleton Urban.District Council
Birr Urban District Council

Clare County Council

Belturbet Town Commissioners
Louth County Council

Carrick-on-Suir Urban District Council

Dundalk Urban District Council
Monaghan County Council

view of distortion of election results by

Editor).

HERE

AND THE TAX PAYER
MUGS WILL PAY FOR

THE LEINSTER HOUSE
FARCE

It was revealed last week that
Leinster House politicians are

to get large salary increases. For
example, Mr. Cosgrave is getting
a rise of £2,543 which will in-
crease his salary to £12,918.

Mr. Corish’s new salary will be
£10,622, an increase of £2,700
while Mr. Lynch must have

i s/iled when he heard that his
Party allowance was up by . . .
£4,905.

The salary of the ardinary T.D
will jump in two instalments
from £3,416 tc £4,237. Not
had, Eh?

Ministers will go from £7,846 to
£10,047 and this will also apply
for the Attorney General and

the Ceann Cowharrle. The Leas
Ceann Combhairle salary goes up.
from £5,314 to £7,176.

statement trom the Derry’ ung-ca
said: "It is far from our wish to
inflict any suffering on the people
of our city, but as long as young
men are willing to give their lives to
further our aims and as long as the
British Army continues to patrol
the streets of Derry our fight will
continue.

“There can be no end to the con-
flict with the British until they make
a declaration of their intent to with-
draw from the North of Ireland.”

In Clones, a volunteer of the Mid-
Ulster Brigade on surveillance duty.
risked his life to save the people and
town from destruction. A 200Ib.
bomb was planted, and under the «
noses of the Gardai and Irish Army,
the volunteer of Oglaigh na hEireann
removed the detonator and so made
the bomb harmless. Responsibility
for planting the bomb was claimed
by a new group called The Young
Militants Association of the U.D.A.
The U.D.A. claim to be unaware of
their existence. But then the U.D.A.
were denying the existence of the
U.F.F. until they issued a joint
statement with them last week call-
ing for a ‘truce.’ -

In Belfast there was a huge 200ib.
explosion outside the B.B.C. in
Ormeau Avenue. There was a lot of
damage and two soldiers and a police-
manwere injured (14th June). The
resisting people were heartened at
this blow at the centre from which
brain-numbing anti-Irish propaganda
is pumped out. It followed a large
explosion in the middle-class S.AS.
stomping ground of Myrtlefield
Avenue the previous evening.

The Chamber of Commerce building
in Great Victoria Street was wrecked
on Tuesday (18th June), by a 400lb.
bomb. Blast damage knocked out all
the windows in the Europa Hotel
and there was extensive damage to
other business premises. Seven
policemen were injured.

As the week wore on the co-ordinated
nature of the offensive became
apparent. Corbett's, the largest
department store in Portadown was
gutted by fire bombs (15th). The
heavily fortified R.U.C. station at
Ballymena took the full force of a
major explosion on Monday 17th.
On Tuesday 18th the whole mid-
Ulater area rang to the sound of

s. At Armagh a 3001b. bomb

and G.Ml tour hull'\-— Breises.

Tn Dobbin Street. The U.D.H. centre
in Cookstown was damaged by a

car bomb.

In Ballynahinch, Co. Down, two
plain clothes soldiers were wounded
by gunfire as they left a public
house. The following day the town
was gutted by fires started by fire
bombs.

The centre of Clogher was badly
damaged by a major explosion on
Friday 20th June. A large bomb
exploded in the main street of
Newcastle, Co. Down. On Saturday
incendiary devices started a major
fire in Cookstown. Two soldiers and
a policeman had been wounded in
shooting incidents in Derry the
previous weekend.

A telling blow, recalling the devastat-
ion of the army headquarters in the
Grand Central Hotel was struck in
Ardoyne. On Sunday afternoon a
major car bomb exploded outside
the heavily fortified military post

in Flax Street, the soldiers had to
evacuate the premises. The previous
day a R.U.C. sergeant was shot dead
in Crumlin Road and a soldier was
Killed by sniper fire at the corner

of Antrim and New Lodge Road.
On Monday 24th four bombs were
planted in Derry in one of which
two volunteers were tragically Killed.
The next day an expertly planted
bomb destroyed the Crown building:
in Omagh which house the local
government offices. In Castlewellan,
a business premises was destoryed. ¢

This intensification of the campaign
against the British power in occupiec
Ireland proves that there will never
bbe a just and lasting peace in Ireland
until the just demands of the
Republican Movement are met. It

is no wonder that the S.D.L.P.
collaborators and their tame church-
men have started a new campaign
of villification against the heroic
volunteers to whose actions they
oowe their passing importance. The
summer offensive is ruining Paddy
Devlin's and John Hume's last
minute efforts to re-instate them-
selves as credible spokesmen for

- the minority.

Republicans know the justice of

" their cause and that they can expect
nothing but slander from the
opportunist ‘leaders’ whose hypoc-
risy they so effectively expose.
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LEADERS OF INTEGRITY

NEEDED FOR THE
NEW IRELAND

The colonialism experienced by Ireland
~down through the ages has been cleverly
disguised over the years with a view to
gaining control over the political situat-

ion. Ireland, undoubtedly an under-
developed nation has certain

and enjoy their family life in a worthy
manner. In the past enormous riches
have accumulated in the hands of the
few, while the masses of the ordinary
yvorking people have found themselves

able characteristics of its own, because
of its nature, its inhabitants and its
time honoured traditions and customs
and the larger more technically advanc-
ed nations must recognise and respect
this individuality.

For Ireland to be totally individual not
only must it have severed the bonds
fro m ““Mother England” but it must
also be able to achieve its own econom-
ic and social growth. To achieve this,
there must be basic elementary rights
for all the citizens but this cannot be
possible so long as there still exists,
glaring economic and social inequalities
under the present system.

This country is only at the beginning
of its journey along the road to econo-
and social development but we
would do well to carefully consider the
experiences of the wealthier nations in
this respect and to learn from their

in of ever i ing hard-
ship.

To prevent a natural spirit of resent-
ment the powers that be in the New
Ireland must promote production in a
way best calculated to achieve social
progress and the well being of all the
citizens.

State and public ownership of property
is very much on the increase today but
10 have the state control all the large
concerns in any country would be
political suicide. However this does not
mean that public authority should not
broaden its sphere of activity. Public
ownership can only work and be seen
1o be working right when the state and
other public bodies only extend their
Ppowers for the common good of the
citizens; but even with this there must
still be the usual safeguards.

Much more important is the fact that
the i Prises of the state

mistakes. Increase in ion and
efficiency is sound policy and indeed
very vital, but it is of the utmost im-
portance that the riches produced
should be fairly distributed among the
members of the community. To do
this a concerted effort will have to be
made to ensure that social progress
keeps pace with economic progress —
evenly and simultaneously.

Different factors enter into the assess-
ment of a just wage, and not only the
rate of pay, but the contribution made
to the good of the community should
be the yardstick in which certain trades
and skills be measured. To have justice
and equity the remuneration of work
should not always be left to the laws
of the market or be fixed arbitrarily;
this means that all workers must be
paid a wage which allows them to live

-5 THERE

- GOMMITTEE

N

should be entrusted to men of the high-
est reputation and integrity who have
the necessary experience, ability and
responsibility toward their country.

Constant checks therefore must be kept
on their activity 50 as to avoid anything
which to cause a deteriment to the
best interest of the society and the

ity as a whole. N i
ing this it is imperative that even with
public ownership and the influence on
the economy the state should never
exertits authority to the extent of
depriving the individual citizen of his
freedom of action and his desire for
the right of private enterprise and
‘ownership.

It is an undeniable fact that many
people are moving away from their

i PDf

I YOUR

farms into the more thickly populated
areas of towns and cities. While an
economy develops the number of farm
workers decrease and the number in
industry and other services tend to in-
crease. The lure of novelty and advent-
ure along with the prospect of easy
money and greater freedom is a contrib-
utory cause of this movement and leads
to farming becoming a depressed occup-
ation.

Practically all countries in the world are
faced with this problem and to combat
it, it is essential that the same drive and
determination with which industry is
helped should in turn spread to the
whole field of agriculture. The essential
services so much taken for granted e.g.
roads, transport communication, hous-
ing, hospitals, education and drinking
water, in the cities and industrial areas
must be one of the top priorities on
any agenda for the good of the rural
and agricultural areas.

A firm agricultural policy is needed if
the state is to maintain an evenly balan-

challenge to the wisdom of man and to
his capacity for re-organisation and to
his far seeing imagination; there should
always be extreme caution and safe-
guards made, in the event of man be-
coming a slave of the objects which he
makes.

In the new Ireland it is imperative that
the loneliness experienced in the past by
us all, will not move with us into the
new era that is planned, through being

a face in an anonymous crowd in the
heart of the large cities.

Centres of special interest and of culture
having recreational and different forms
of associations must therefore be devel-
oped where the individual can escape
from this isolation and form new friend-
ships. To those who live in confined
urban conditions which at times become
intolerable, it is always necessary to
bring a message of hope and this re-
quires an active and brotherly particip-
ation and justice — seen to be done.

It is of the utmost importance that
parents exercise their right and indeed
their obligation towards their children
by securing for them a good education.
There must also be in this sphere a

deep sense of responsibility coupled
with a sound cultural formation because
it can only promote true human values.
In the new Ireland therefore it will be
of primary importance tot only to

of primary importance not only to
educate the children but to acknowledge
the various religious denominations and
to invite the people into one nation.
The only uniformity that must therefore
be exercised should be our National
Heritage and this includes the Irish
language.

No one could claim that every citizen

is enthusiastic about the restoration of
the Irish language but it should be
remembered that the language is neces-
sary to Ireland for her survival as a nat-
ion; indeed this view was proposed at

the inception of the Gaelic League —

a country without a language is a country
without a soul.

After all the scientific and technical
progress, the problem remains, how to
build a new order of society based on
equality and justice. To attempt to find
a solution a number of theories must be
expounded. To have social stability,
justice, equality and freedom of speech,
ordinary common sense, coupled with
a concerted and sustained effort of the
whole people must be forthcoming,

and an effort that must be as much the
product of patriotism as of considerat-
ions of material advantages. -

To apply these principles into practice
there are three stages which should be
followed, and usually expressed as: look,
judge, act. It is important that all the
people should grasp this method and
practice it because it is something that
can be translated into action. Differences
of opinion will almost certainly arise even
among the most sincere people and

they should always be careful not to

lose their respect and esteem for each
other as effective action 'can only be
taken when points of agreement have
been reached.

Itis only through mutual respect and a
vearning for justice from all sides that
a guaranteed and lasting peace will ever
be seen and with it justice, equality and
unity.

ced progress in the various branches of
the economy, and into this they must
take into account, credit, social insur-
ance, price protection and,the adjust-
ment of farming as a viable business
enterprise.

The progress of science and technology
in every aspect of industry has led in
part to the drift from the land and its
consequential side effects namely rising
prices in the cost of food stuffs due to
supply and demand. The greatest prob-
lem of industry is the creation on a
large scale of urbanization and with it
the problems which follows a large
concentration of the population. The
growth of these centres accompanies

due to
ical research, but while certain enter-
prises develop and are concentrated,
others die or change their location.
However, much this rise may throw a

*
HheR?

An English woman now living and
married in Southern Ireland has
publicly denounced a recent speech
made by Mr. Patrick Cooney, Minister
for Justice. She is Mrs. Vera Costello,
Convent Road, Roscommon. In his
speech given at Moate, Co. Westmeath,
Mr. Cooney said that people must all
play a part in isolating men of viol-
ence and added that their aims were
“‘an outright declaration of war on
the whole population and an assault
on their opinions and way of life."”
Mrs. Costello statés that she whole-
heartedly agrees with Mr. Cooney
and hopes that he will now practise
what he preaches and isolate himself.
For, said Mrs. Costello, ‘| brand Mr.
Cooney as a “man of violence."”

The following is Mrs. Costello’s
statement:-

“Four years ago, |, a native of
Berkshire and my Limerick born
husband (a journalist) came to live
here, My husband was editor of a
Greater London newspaper, after a
career spanning local and national
newspapers in England during which
he gained a reputation as a defender
of the rights of minorities.

As editor of a local newspaper in-
Roscommon he exposed examples
of political and bureaucratical bung-
ling and infringements of the rights

MR. COONEY
MAN OF
VIOLENCE

during many discussions on the
programme. Was it this that brought
out the violence in Mr. Cooney?

Very soon my husband was informed
by a fairly senior member of the
police force that there was “guilt by
association.” My husband replied
that he also spoke to the local Canon,
but that doesn’t make him a priest.

Despite the fact that my husband
never used his editorial position to
Ppropagate his views on the New
Ireland programme.

In fact he had advised candidates of
all parties in the current local govern-
ment election — Mr. Cooney unleash-
ed his political police (formerly the
Gardai Siochana). They raided our
home on May 20th and again on
June 6th. On the latter occasion we
had four children aged between
seven and twelve from the Turf
Lodge area of Belfast staying with

us for a 14 day break from harass-
ment there and | tried to explain
this to the uniformed sergeant
leading the raiding party. The
sergeant refused to listen and forced
his way into my house, where he
Proceeded to read our personal
correspondence.

“Yes, Mr. Cooney, you, who sent
those men to terrorise me, my
children and our visitors, are a
*'man of violence.’ You have made

]
]
[

ik o otanll

X of individuals, something not a physical assault to my ‘opinions §
THERE ARE MORE REPUBLICANS IMPRISONED now throughout Ireland and common in Irish provincial news= an way of life' — and that is why ;
b Z . Thi: nd papers and advised the people to agree with you that people such
Britain than there has ""(:'1‘" "“’j"g the ';‘Z?IZ“:) I:" :::!:;i: h:'x:::f.ul stand up and show their disapproval | 8 you should be isolated and des- ‘1
on An Cumann Cabhrach (Prisoners’ Dependents’ Fun 0 g of such practices In a democratic  * | pised by the ordinary people of ‘
job helping the refatives of the POLITICAL HOSTAGES. manner — through the ballot box. this land.
é e : He never encouraged violence but ) i
The dedicated PDF werkers go out week after week quietly making sure that the his woiting 1 For the ordinary people have
latives of the i )ﬁr i do not want during the time their i e elived Us ety ot bug Gl kind and me':l.ylw e, b
5 & = - & ‘an Englishwoman, even during 3
are behind the wire of concentration camps or prison bars. He also read Sinn Fein programmes worst excesses of the British troops
for a New Ireland and felt sincerely in the North, and the only menacing
5 thatitwasa basis for a just solution armed men | have seen were the 5
3 : 1o the problems of Ireland, North Irish army men who accompanied
. i - i South. He met Ruairi O'Bradaigh | the police on their first visit tp my \
These dedicated workers need our continued support. They need MORE FUNDS ond : ig Lic
and WORKERS. Subscriptions and offers to do voluntary work may be sent to and was impressed with: his integrity | home

The Green Cross, c/o Ard Scoil, Divis Street, Belfast, Phone 29635. There should

be a PDF Committee in every village and town in Ireland. If no committee exists Upper Springfield Road

GARAIST

in your locality and you are willing to try and form one, write to us l_nd we will Beal Feirste
put you in touch with someone who will send you the necessary details. i P
AN PHOBAIL &
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FROM OUR MAN IN GLASGOW

THOMAS NELIS

Ireland’s Ulster province. The T.0.M.

| was told recently that the metropo-
litan police have been expressing
interest in purchasing a small quant-
ity of ““pigs’’ for crowd control in
London. “pigs,” of course, are those
armoured troop carriers used by the
«British army to repress the Irish
Republicans in their own country.
If my informant is correct, the
working class in Britain will, in the
not too distant future, experience
their share of repression — just like
the Irish.

Little bits and hints of information
regarding the possible purchase of
the “pigs” by “‘the pigs’’ has been
dug up by Allan Sinclair, late of
black box news agency in Glasgow.
Allan, who now resides in London,
is, like many Scots, sympathetic
mwarck the Irish struggle for

His story is
to be due for publication in the
resurrected “‘international times,"
(1LT.). l

It may appear to Allan that | have
some what stolen his thunder. Sorry!
but the information was much too
vital to hold back, for the “troops
out movement’ — of which, incident-
ally, Allan is playing a big part — i
arranging a series of demos and
meetings in London. .

One of these demos:is fixed for ““the
twelfth.” It is obviously being
arranged on that day in an effort to
counter the waves of propaganda the
media always gives the Unionists in

organisers will be hoping for a big
turn out of London’s Irish populat-
jon; it is here that the rub comes in.
Do the metropolitan police want
these “pigs” to break up the, T.O.M.
demonstration?

Breaking up demos which support
the Irish struggle for independence
is nothing new in ‘Britain. The Irish
solidarity campaign held a demo in
Glasgow a few years back. Matt
Montgomery (well known to Irish
Republicans) was one of the organis-
ers. Right from the moment the
march assembled the Irish solidarity
marchers were harassed and intimid-
ated by games of drunken, foul-
mouthed orange men, who, as | have
been told, were generally regarded as
being an absolute disgrace to the
protestant religion. They cast bricks
and bottles — don’t worry Paddy,
the bottles were all empty — into
the parade. The police, who were in

' sparse attendance, charged them

with batons and broke them up.

When the tri-colour was raised it
caused ariotous uproar. Out of a
big-crowd of protestant support
raced Jack Glass, a close associate of
lan Paisley (who also is well known
to Belfast Republicans). Glass took
a flying leap into the air and seized
the tri-colour, vanishing with it into
the protestant mob. In an interview
given to “Glasgow News,” a small
circulation paper in the city, Glass
sneeringly asserted lhat he kapt the -

stolen tri-colour at his door so that
he could wipe his feet on it.

Irish folk will be interested to know
that Jack Glass is a “‘marfan.” This
was a family of people who came
from one district in the West of
Ireland. They all inherit the peculiar
“marfan’’ physical feature of having
the fourth finger on their hands,
longer than the centre finger; with a
few other features, like high cheek

'bones, and a long slender frame.

There are said to be about 2,000
marfans scattered all over the face
of the earth, all possessing this
physical peculiarity. Any Irishman
who reads this and finds out for the

first time that he is a “marfan’" now

knows that he is a descendant of a
long line of Irishmen with a family
line going back into the dim pasts of
Irish history, with roots in the West
of Ireland. The name Glass is only an
anglicised form of the Gaelic word
Glas. In Gaelic Jack Glass would be
Sean Glas. Thus we see that Glass

has insulted the flag of the nanon

from which he sprung.

This hatred Scots-Irish feel for the
Republic is one of the contradictions
of history. They do not seem to be
aware of the fact that their fore-
fathers were forced out of Ireland,
and Scotland, by the English land
lords and ruling class.

Ulster Scots-Irish in particular seem
to have a thick blanket of ignorance
covering their minds. They always
attribute their settlement in Ireland
to persecution in their native Scot-
land back during “the killing times,"
when the Presbyterian covenanters
suffered awful persecution during
the reign of Charles I1. Ulstermen
will ery out (hal "lhalv lathau‘lled
e e

from the persecutions of black
popery.” But the facts of history
show otherwise. The proponents of
persecution were not Roman Catholics
bu of the

opinion — by a plain clothes police-
man. The policeman was slashed on
the face and arm before the raxor
man was subdued. A front page photo
in the press showed the razor man
cutting the policeman.

The results of all this violence and
intimidation of the Irish solidarity

Anglican Church. They also persecut-
ed Roman Catholics. Yet such has
been the power of the English
propaganda media, that the facts of
history have been wrested to fit their
form of politics, and now Scotsmen
and Ulstermen lean towards that |
nation which still holds up its head *
in vanity: as great Britain; that nation.
which established an empire in blood.

In my opinion it is about time the
Scots/Irish read another view of
history man that put out by their
ministers of religion every Sunday
from their pulpits. They could start’ *
by reading, “‘The Irish in Scotland.”
But they would probably reject this
book because the historian was a
Marist Brother, and headmaster of
St. Mungos Academy, the Roman
Catholic schoolin Glasgow. Thus
ignorance turns his face away from
an understanding of history, anmhet
good book which gives a social
history of Ireland is “The Great
Hunger” by Mrs. Woodham-Smith.
Our ignorant Scots Irishman would’
be well advised to read that: Then he’
could read prebbles “Highland
Clearances and “Darien Disaster."”
After which he should move onto
Frederick Engels “‘Conditions of

the Working Class; finishing up
with Robert Tressel’s socialist
classic, “The Ragged-Trousered
Philanthropists.

As the Irish solidarity campaign
marched through the centre of
Glasgow it was observed that an
orange supporter was walking on the
pavement with an open razor. He
was w;kl-d - courawounw inmy

was a very marked reluct-
ance to take part in any more demos.
Thus the orangemen won a victory,
and hindered the growth of the
movement in support of Irish Indep-
endence in Glasgow.

One can't really blame them, for an
angry mob is a terrifying sight. It
comes pouring towards you in cold
waves of hatred that sends shivers of

«fear up the back bone of the bbldest

man. One man told me of fleeing
for his life along a Glasgow street
with about eight orangemen close
on his heels. The police were so few
in attendance that they could not
protect the Irish solidarity marchers
from the attacks of the orange mob,

, even had they wanted to, which is

another story.

Matt Montgomery flayed the marchers
at an indoor meeting. He said they

_hoped to conduct a revolution, and

believed it would be a violent one,
where they would be cum <l 1 to
‘take up arms a la Fren .o revolution, :
with barricades and a!l — yet th.y
ran from an unarmed orange mob.
How would they do in fighting with
a highly trained infantry division?
Did they expect to show any more *
courage then?

One wonders if the “Troops Out
Movement" will' have any impact in
acitylike Glasgow. The left-wing
“International Socialists” have been"
advised to work in the movement.
But will they risk incurring the

- wrath of the powerful orange. order, -

which has many thousands-of sup-
porters in Scotland?| guess we will
have to wait and find out.
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Letters

Group Study

the Irish Question

c/o Hoghammar,
Djaknegatan 93,
754 25 Uppsala.
Sweden.

Sir,

Irlandskommitten (The Ireland
Committee) has been in existance
for some 2 years now, Basically, we
are a group studying the “lrish
Question” from all possible angles

In an attempt to educate the people
of this country in the complex
situation that exists in Ireland today.
Besides working with the news
media we collect money on the
streets for the Internees Dependants,
arrange public meetings for speakers
from the different movement in
Ireland and Sweden, organise panel
debates and study circles. All, in

the attempt to clarify this *seemingly

impossible” situation that the
British Press so often propagate
abroad.

We do not support any political or
military organisation in Ireland, but
we recognise that the root cause of
the present and past civil and politi-

cal strife rests firmly on the shoulders

of the Westminster Administration
and their followers in Dublin and
Belfast. Our work is based on the
following political platform:

FIGHT IMPERIALISM IN IRELAND

BRITISH TROOPS OUT OF
IRELAND

FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS

ABOLISH ALL REPRESSIVE
LEGISLATION,

Concerning the plight of the Irish
Political Prisoners now on hunger-
strike in English Prisons, we wish

to issue the following statement:-

“We wish to express our condem-
nation of the callous disregard of
Justice shown by the British Courts
following the outcome of the Lon-
don Bombing Trials. The sentences
passed on these Irish citizens, we
feel, were based on circumstantial
evidence. Even if the charges could
have been documented thoroughly,
the inhuman sentence of life im-
prisonment is wholly unjustifiable.
The British prosecution has resorted
to the use of displays to influence
the Jury and the British Public. We
refer to methods such as the
unnecessary massive show of force
by the Police to imply that these
men and women were dangerous
Terrorists. In these circumstances,
talk of a fair trial by British Justice
is sheer hypocrisy.

The savageness which has marked
such disgusting institutions as the
concentration camps, and the
“’Peace Keeping” Forces in Northern
Ireland has proven to be a Cancer

in Britain. The last refuge of
morality in Great Britain, the once-
respected British Judicial system,
has now been exposed 10 be thoro-.
ughly corrupted. These political
exercises devoid of Justice must be
viewed against a background of
Internment, a repressive institution
which has men, women and children
as its victims, World-wide public
outcry against the injustices of
Britain is needed to bring an end

to Her Imperialism.

We express our deep sympathy to

the relatives and friends of the Irish,
political prisoner, Michael Gaughan,
who died on hunger strike. We
hereby give our full support to
those who at present are on the
verge of death, only because of
their simple demand to serve their
sentences in Northern Ireland.

Yours,
Irlandskommitten
LAURENCE LOUGHRAN

A chara,

At a recent meeting of the Regional
Committee of A.T.G.W.U. held in
Dublin, a resolution demanding

the release of all internees failed to

get the support of the following
delegates:-

N.I. Labour Party’s candidate,
Lisburn; W.H.A.N. Downpatrick;
Hugh McPoland (Bread Servers) and
G.A.A. Referee; Sec. Derry Trades
Council; J. McComish, Chairman,
(Belfast Barmen) Taggart, Belfast
Docks.

Michelin's Delegate and Gillespie
stated that never had they seen any
Brits brutality or wrecking of homes,
except thugs and stone-throwers.

The U.W.C. statements refute these
statements and also demanded an
end to Internment.

Yours,

“TRUE SOCIALIST"
(Paid-up Member)
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QUESTION: WHAT HAVE THESE FREEDOM FIGHTERS IN COMMON WITH
THE VOLUNTEERS IN BELFAST?
ANSWER: BOTH ARE FIGHTING THE BRITISH (ONE IN IRELAND AND THE
OTHER IN THE ARAB GULF—WHERE SAS UNITS OPERATE).
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VOLUNTEER «»

*

LOUIS SCULLION}

(Murdered by British Army, Friday, 14th July, 1972)

Listening in the dark
To moon patterns on 2
The wall of my solitude

When

Four shots rang out and away
Void of meaning through the black.

One bludgeoned home,

Drained life white,
Hammered bone;
Left a piled carpet
Of blood that crept

On the bleached concrete -

Below

While all around slept.

Lou died within the hour.,

1 feel that moment:
All ceased

Eyes crystallised

Flesh, greyed for want of expression,

to a halt

XANNENN RN NN RN RN
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I I can press a hand on the hour.
m. I post Our morrow will wake
| To carry him over
Address: | THIS Our sorrow will bear a joy o
| COUPON To blossom freely from his grave.
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“The Sinn Fein Ulster Executive are very disturbed at recent reports
centred around Crumlin Road Prison; which concern visiting times -
and literature disallowed to political remand prisoners. Added to
these is the case of Michael O’Hagan from Derry being refused his
right to political status, and as a direct result is clad only in his
underpants and locked up for 23 hours daily.

“The above three mentioned instances are a definite and deliberate
attempt by the prison authorities to impose the most stringent
break their magnificient resolve to
British misrule.

restrictions on the remand political
hostages, in a last ditch attempt to

“We make three demands as rights
to the prison authorities; Firstly we
or the removal of the unearthly
ing arrangements, whereby
visitors must be at the prison by

9.30 a.m. and if not are refused
admission. This arrangement by the
authorities is a method to dissuade
visitors, such as those making long
journeys. The fact that persons
travelling from Derry have to leave
home in the small hours of the
morning, to these people this arrange-
ment is especially callous.

Acknowledgements l

“Secondly, we demand the removal
of the recently imposed ban on Sinn
Fein literature to the prisol
Sinn Fein is now deemed a “legal””
organisation. This recent ban by
Crumlin Road highlights the men
ination between prison staff

MARTIN — McKEARNEY

The parents, brothers and sisters of the late Vol. Sean
M earney and Vol. Eugene Martin wish to thank most -
sincerely all those who sympathised with them in their
recent sad bereavement. Especially Rev. T. Quinn, CICH
Clonfeacle, V. Rev. D. McDonald, P.P., Loughgall, the
large number of priests and nuns who attended the
removal of the remains and Requiem Mass or called at
the homes, the teaching staffs of the various schools, the
G.H.Q. Oglaigh na h-Eireann, the many units who paid
such a memorable tribute to their comrades, Fianna
Eireann, Cumann na gCailini, Sinn Fein represented by
Mrs. Marie Drumm, Vice-president, Malachy Foots,
P.R.O. Comhairle Uladh; Gearoid McCarthy, Cork, for
delivering such a touching oration, the piper and bugler
who paid the last tribute at the graveside, and the
representatives of ~the various branches of the
Republican Movement. The Armagh County Board of
the G.A.A., Collegeland and Clonmore G.F.C. and the
Staff of  South Tyrone Hospital. We would like to say
a special thank you- to all the kind friends and
neighbours who helped in so many ways, to the
organisations which sent wreaths, and to the vast
number of people who attended the funeral, called at
the homes and had Masses offered. It would be
humanely impossible to reply individually to the
thousands of Mass Cards, letters, telegrams and messages
of sympathy received. Trusting that this
k di t will be d by all in grateful
appreciation. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be
offered for the intentionsof all. .
31 Benburb Road, Moy and Corr and Dunavalley, Moy.

throughout the Six Counties, because
all our literature has been given free
excess to Long Kesh, Armagh and
until recently, Crumlin Road Prison.

To find out clearly why this literature|
is being banned, we are sending our
book list to the Governor so as he
can return his comments on our
literature to show what provoked

his decision to ban it.

“Lastly, we call on the Prison Author-
ities to grant immediate political
status to Michael O’Hagan from
Derry. We can see no reason for not
granting political status, the only
conclusion we can draw is that spite-
fullness and hatred towards Repub-
licans is being used to fulfill the
sadistic pleasures of those who take
great delight watching this young
boy suffer the indignity and torment
of lying half naked whilst being
locked up for 23 hours daily.
Michael O’Hagan is a political prison-
er and should be treated as such.”

Our three demands to the Prison

Authorities are as follows:-

(1) The scrapping of the 9.30 a.m.
visiting arrangement.

(2) Free flow of Sinn Fein literature
to the prisoners.

(3) The immediate granting of
political status to Michael
0’Hagan.

The above statement was issued by

HiH
ey L]
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Mr. Malachy Foots, spokesman for
the Sinn Fein Ulster Executive.

British soldiers in
Germany refuse to go

back to Ireland

The following statement has been issued by the Westdeutsches
Irland Solidaritaskomitee, Frankfurt, West Germany:- _

“When Harold Wilson visited Frankfurt, on 19th June, to see the
world football games, the Internee’s Release Association and our
Committee presented him with a protest list signed by more than
5,000 German people.

“The signatories called for an immediate release of all Irish political
prisoners, for an end of internmgnt, for a total amnesty and the
abolition of all special powers acts.

“The signatories also demanded an immediate withdrawal of all
British troops from Northern Ireland and called for the repatriation
Pf]the hunger strikers and all other political prisoners in English
jails.

““The British Consulate General in Frankfurt was packed the same
day with stickers: ‘BRITISH TROOPS OUT OF IRELAND' and
with texts on the walls: ‘FREE ALL IRISH POLITICAL
PRISONERS.’

‘Two days before, the West German Press reported about the dis-
play of the same stickers: ‘BRITISH TROOPS OUT OF IRELAND’
in the Northern parts of Germany, where British Army units are
garrisoned near the Rhine. Newspaper reports revealed that in the
town of Bergen, 100 British soldiers of the Royal Horse Artillery,
requed 10 go to serve in Northern Ireland again.”
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THE WORKERS COUNCIL
AND THE B. & I.C.O.

Away back in the early days of 1969,

. /
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CREDITUNION

How Poes A Member Apply For A Loan? 2
By filling out a special loan application form, giving

full information as to the amount required, purpose of

the loan, length of time necded, security offered, etc.

On What Basis Are Loans Granted?

The Credit Committee reviews each loan application
to determine the need for the money, the character of
the borrower, and his ability to repay the loan.  The
committee may hever give money to someone who is not
able to pay it back. Agreement to grant a loan must be
unanimous at the Credit Committee meeting.

Are Loans Limited In Size? .

If there are more loan demands than money avail-
able, the smaller loans are always given preference, pro-
vided the security offered is equally good. As credit
unions grow larger, they make larger loans.

Must All Loans Be Secured?

Credit unions are allowed (but not obliged) to make
signature loans  (that is, loans without security other
than the promissory note of the borrower) up to'a certain
figure, usually specified in credit union law. Any loan
above that figure must be secured, but the Credit Com-
mittee may require security for a loan of any size above
a member’s shareholding. The best security we can have
in the credit union is our good character, and on that
alone the credit union can lend some money. But if the
loan is for a larger amount, the easiest and simplest
security is your own savings, but when you want to
borrow even more than you have saved, you can pledge
jewellery, property, insurance policies, ete., or you can
get some other members to be your guarantors.

May A Non-Member Act As A Guarantor?
Yes, if satisfactory to the Credit Committee.

Do Directors Act As Guarantors? <
No. Directors have to be protected from the
temptation to favour any member more than another.

On What Terms Do Directors Get Loans Themselves?

Directors get loans on the same terms as ordinary
members, except that a specially enlarged Credit Com-
mittee, which includes Directors and one or more Super—
visors, studies the application, when any elected officer
wants to borrow more than he has saved in the credit
union. The one who wants the loan cannot be at that
meeting, and even if one person says ‘No’, then the loan
will not be given. 3

If The Credit Committee Refuses A Loan, Is There Any
Appeal?

Yes. The aggrieved member can appeal to a Special
Meeting of the credit union. The members .in' General
Meeting elect the Credit Committee to judge loan appli-
cations, grant or refuse them, and if the majority of the
members at a Special Meeting approves a loan that the
Committee had refused, then the loan will be granted.

What If A Borrower Misrepresents The Purpose
For Whirh He Wanted The Loan?

The foan (whatever- the terms) becomes payable in
full immiediately the deception is' discovered. soon as
the loan is paid, the borrower shofild be expelled from
the credit union. A credit union is buflt on trust and
good faith.

. When Should A Borrower Pay Back The Loan?

The terms of repayment are agreed on at the time
he gets the loan. He should repay each instalment, with
the interest due, on the dates arranged at that time, or
sooner than he promised if he wants. If, for any reason,
he finds he is unable to meet his obligation when an
instalment is due, he should come immediately to the
Credit Committee to explain the cause of his difficulty,
and make some new arrangement about repayment. Only
in this way can a member guard his own reputation for
honesty. The fact that he has found himself unable to
repay a loan as fast as he thought he could is nothing to
be ashamed of. and he will find the Credit Commltt?

an ofa

small number of Catholic students

at Queen’s University who had decid-
ed that all the existing left-wing
groups in Queen'’s at that time includ-
ing the People’s Democracy were not
extreme enough, decided to prove

to all and sundry that they were the
true disciples of James Connolly.
The small badly printed pamphlets
they issued proclaimed that Connolly
socialism was the answer to the Irish
problem.

In an introduction to the Pamphlet
*“Socialism and the Orgnge Worker""
by James Connolly the 1.C.0. had
this to say. “In response to the _
Fascist-led attack on workers flats
in Unity Walk, Belfast, the question
is raised who has been responsible
for maintaining sectarianism in the
working class. The openly capitalist
press, the Telegraph, Newsletter
and the Irish News have played a
big role in pumping sectarian and
anti-working class poison into the
ranks of the workers for decades

- .. itis no wonder that fascist
elements like the Shankill Defence
Association have the influence to
commit the crimes they are respon-
sible for,

This organisation was the Irish
Communist Organisation, later to
be known as the British and Irish
Communist Organisation and the
Irish Workers Association.

Since those early days the B. and
1.C.0. has found a new leader and
now describe themselves as disciples
of Josef Stalin who it seems in an
article written away back in 1913
defined what constitutes a State
and a Nation. So when in August
1969, with the sending of the British
Army to the Six Counties to safe-
guard British interests by preserving
the Stormont state against those
fighting for civil rights, the 1.C.O.
decided that they were no longer
anti-imperialist and pulled out of
the hat the theory that, according
to Stalin, there are two states in
Ireland, the six county state and
the 26 county state. That the
Protestant Unionist State should
have the right of self determination,
and that the real source of national
oppression came not from British
Imperialism but from the Catholic
South who were the real enemies
of the Protestant workers.

The strength of the 1.C.0. soon
developed by their work inside the
Northern Ireland Labour Party who
also, stood aside and watched the
struggle for civil rights take place,
Both organisations don’t believe

in active participation in the struggle,|
they only theorise, so it attracted
people like Eamon O’Kane of the
P.D. after internment was brought in.\

In their news sheets and pamphlets
they kept on theorising, building

up a philosophy of a ‘Protestant
State for a Rrotestant People’

which was sweet stuff to the Union-
ist right wing organisations who
eagerly bought everything that was
published as it gave them a political
base for what they had been
instinctively carrying out far gener-
ations. When they were helped by *
Billy Boyd to contact certain leaders
of the Woodvale Defence Associat-
ion, who began to attend their -
educational classes to explain their
philosophy, one noted leader

‘Duke’ Elliott was shot by his
comrades because they thought he
had become tainted with communist
thoughts. *

Since those days, lhinm have
changed. The 1.C.0. were able to .
i
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infiltrate into the very heart of the
Workers Council. With two members
on the 21 man executive — Boyd
Black who is a lecturer in Business
Studies at the Polytechnic, Jordans-
town, who was able to advise the
Council on the economics of the
strike. W. D. Trimble Lecturer in
Law at Queen’s University, who

was the legal advisor during the
strike. This man is also a member of
Vanguard and stood at the Assembly-
elections. William Morrison, New-
townabbey, Lecturer at Queen’s,
although not on the executive, was
able to advise on tactics in the
Rathcoole and Monkstown area.
Alan Carr and his wife from Coler-
aine, who are also members of the
Executive of the Northern Ireland
Labour Party, and who are the

main reason why the N.I.L.P. have
been sold the theory of ‘two Nations”
of the I.C.0.

The members of the British and Irish
Communist Organisation were able
to convince the Workers Council
that they needed more publicity,
and from the fifth day of the strike
they published ‘Strike Bulletins’
under the imprint of the Workers
Association, 10 Athol Street. When
the strike was over, the Workers’
Weekly newsheet could faithfully
statel ““We have wi end
of Connolly Socialism. James
Connolly a sound socialist in other
ways, got caught up in the National-
ist

on them of the Catholic Nationalist
Home Rule Government. He ended
up ridiculing the culture of Protestant
Ulster.Connolly socialist has s pow
burned itself out. It broke before
the organised power of the Protest-
ant working class.”

The British and Irish Communist
Organisation has come a long way,
since in 1969 they proclaimed their
right to be called Connolly Socialists.

By the way, the N.L.F. Anne Devlin,
and the editor of the ‘Irish People’
should rethink their present policy
of praising the Workers Council in
carrying out their strike and damming
anyone who suggests that they are
fascist . .. it's no use them trying to
get in with the Wrokers Council as
with the use of the files and dossiers
of the B. & 1.C.0. along with those
already supplied by the B Specials
Association | am told that the
Workers Council have quite a lot of
information on activists and especial-
ly Cathalics.

So there is either the chance of
losing your head or like the I.C.0.
lose your ‘principles.” It seems that
we in the Republican Movement

are not the only ones who have been
watching the antics.of the 1,C.0:
inside the Workers Council.

“Combat,” newsheet of the U.V.F.

has a front page article (No. 11) on
the dangers of Communism. Are

In 1912 he
the Ulster Protestants for organising

they ing to get uneasy work-
ing with the British and Irish
C ist Organisation?

themselves to prevent

CONFUSI

The art treasures were found by the
Garda with all haste so credit goes

to them for their actions in that
instance; what we would like now

to know is; were'they never author-
ised to persue the planters of the
Dublin bombs by which the bus men
were killed, isn't life far more sacred
than Art Treasures?

As all enquiries and proceedings to
find the bombers were dropped, we
are left wondering if the government
here were well aware who did that
foul deed. They feared their talks
on Sunningdale with Britain might
not be concluded favourably to
them, so seemed more expedient to
keep on collaborating with Britain
as a gesture of pacificism. This was
an outrage to the bereaved Dublin
families, and in sharp contrast with
the persuit of criminals in Nazi
Germany after the war. Even to thi
day, traitors and criminals active in
Europe during the war are still being
persued| !

The Irish people are being coaxed

by every means to turn the other
cheek until secula, seculorum! The
families deprived of the bread winner
must live on in sorrow knowing that
no effort whatsoéver was even taken
1o bring justice and trials to the
courts.

S.A.S. British Agents and spies run
unmolested, while the Irish people
patiently wait to hear pronounce-
ments of all their foul deeds con-
demned. While waiting in anxious
terror, the Dublin people were again
. at the receiving end of British bombs.
We all expected at last to hear them
Ll “
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ON AND

CONTRADICTIONS

By Una Toal

indicted, when Mr. Cosgrave, appear-
ed on our T.V, screens and with
grave face looked us in the eyes and
stated that all of us bore responsibil-
ity for the bombings. Such pronounce-
ments were rammed down our
throats, yet we knowing that neither
oor Fathers nor Forefathers ever
shed a drop of Irish blood, we
honestly thought that Mr. Cosgrave
should be the last in the world to
mention innocent Irish blood spilling!
God help the poor Irish people who
are left as sheep without a shepherd.

We are accustomed to Britain saying
white is black and vice-versa since
Widgery's pronouncements; and a
British Minister appearing on T.V.
stating that Britain would soon
withdraw from Ulster. A day or two
later the same gentleman appeared
and contradicted all his statements,
or made us believe that we had mis-
understood what he had said, they
were not beating a retreat at allll

It seems definite that we ape Britain
in everything; as now Mr. Cosgrave
says one day this, and a day or two
later tells a hushed audience that
they misunderstood what he had
said. He got Conor Cruise to help

out at stirring up the stew pot. Was

it we who had a nightmare? Once
and for all would Mr. Cosgrave
articulate his words properly so that
those who only understand English
can take meaning out of his pronounce-
ments| Or let him just stay SILENT
as has been the attitude of the govern-
ment of the 26 counties for half a
century in affairs relating to the
suffering Irish people in the Six 7
Counties.

S P
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S has been said, Wales, our closest
4 ncigh!)our, has a language problem
as serious as our own. Even though,
today, there are more native Welsh
than native Irish speakers, it is not
overstating the case to say that

Welsh, like Irish, could be in grave
danger of dying out.

When we think of Wales, we think of a country of
miners, community-hymn-singers, rugby-footballers;
a country of hills and valleys, mountains and rivers;
a country steeped in the traditions of bard and prince
and poct. Though it is true that the “Let’s Back
Britain” tag of some years ago belonged to Wales as.
much as it did to England itself, yet the fact is that
there are few countries in which there is such deter-
mination to fight for national identity.

As in Ireland, the common link with Welsh
traditional culture down through the -ages-has been
the language. But the language has not been pros-
pering. The 1961 Census showed a drastic drop in the
number of native Welsh speakers—from 50% in 1g9o1
10 26% in 1961. The number now is about 650,000.

It may seem surprising to us that these people
do not need English in order to live in a society
so close to the social, industrial and cultural
influences of England; yet this 'is so. Over a
very sizeable area, Welsh is the living everyday
language. English influences become fused into this
Welsh-language way of life. A farmer or an indus-
trialist orders his English-made equipment in Welsh;
his wife does her shopping in Welsh; his children play
games and have pop-sessions in Welsh.

He can read Welsh-language papers;-he can bank
his English pound-note in Welsh, he can play, pray,
drink, cheer and joke in Welsh. If; in this part of
Wales, Welsh were to become the official language
tomorrow, it would cause little or no inconvenience.

But no language community in these times can be
totally isolated and these people are not alone. Like
ourselves in Ireland; many Welshmen see no reason
for learning their ancestral language. One of them
joining a Welsh-speaking group, however large, can
make them, from politeness, turn to English. One
English-speaking family has been known to change
the language in which local church services were held.

J

The main point, however, is that the Welsh-speaking
territory, though large in area, is small in influence,
compared to the rich, industrial, densely-populated,
and English-speaking south. In this small south-
eastern corner, three-quarters of the population live.
In towns like Newport, Cardiff, Swansea and™ Port
Talbot, Welsh is very much a secondary larguage;
native speakers, having no outlet for it outside the
family, either transfer to English, or by insisting on
their right to use their language become second-class
citizens in their own country. This is how Alwyn
Rees, Director of Extra-Mural Studies, University of
Aberystwyth, puts it:

“You have those who do not speak Welsh and are
afraid that, if the Welsh language gets more official
recognition, they will become second-class citizens
by being shut out from official jobs and ostracized
in their own country. Secondly, there are those who
do speak Welsh, hundreds of thousands of them,
who have already experienced this feeling of an
attempt to turn them into Englishmen, so they
must either fit the official mould or become second-
class citizens in their own country”.

To some in Wales, it is more important that Welsh
be given official status than that Wales be given
independence; others argue that Home Rule should

come first, that only with a government of its own can

Welsh be made a fully official language, and a |
. . 1 i '}

Prog! of develop P
ented.
Again Alwyn Rees's comment sums up the case for
giving the language priority:

* The language comes first, there is no doubt at all
about this. Of course, there is an economic case
for Welsh self-government. I think we would be far
better off economically. But the motive which
impels us all, in the leadership at any rate of Plaid
Cymru, is the desire to create conditions in which
the language can flourish and become the language
of the whole people once again. 3

“Wa muct aat aur nrinrities richt heve The Welch

\

’

language is declining; when a language is lost, it
is a tremendous task to resuscitate it. Whereas
Home Rule is something you can get at any time,
provided you are determined enough to get it”.

Welsh political nationalism springs directly from
the desire to save the language, in the belief that
without the Welsh language there can be no Welsh
nation. Gwynfor Evans, leader of Plaid Cymru, the
Welsh Nationalist Party, puts it trenchantly:

“The history of Wales is the history of the Welsh
language very largely. It is the great distinctive
mark, the greatest of our traditions.” My own
nationalism, as well as that of most of my fellows
in the Party, is bound up entirely with the language.
We would not be in politics if it were not for that.””

Nevertheless, despite the ardour of the few, there
has been this drastic drop in, the number of Welsh
speakers. And while some concessions are made, many
people believe that, to the central government—
which is, of course in London—Welsh is an ir-
relevancy. '

Not that the decline itself did not have some
salutary side-effects. For one thing, there appears to
be a new motivation towards learning the language
on the part of English-speaking: Welshmen. How has
this come about? Jac L. Williams, Professor of Educa-
tion” in the University of Aberystwyth, has an
interesting answer:

<] think it develops with a growth in national
consciousness. There was a time when many of us
were almost ashamed of being Welsh; now we are
not. The Welsh language is-part of our whole
‘Welshness; parents are more anxious than ever
before that their children should learn it. It is used
more in the schools—not enough, but still it is on
the increase. There is a growing determination
among young people, many of them educated in
these schools, to ensure that it is officially recog-
nised. I would not ignore the fact that these are a
minority and many of them are Welsh-speaking to
begin with; but there are many others who are not
Welsh-speaking and who are equally enthusiastic
about the language.

What we want, therefore, is an educational system
which gives the opportunity to learn Welsh to
everyone. This precious heritage should not be
confined to a handful of people, but rather should
profit the whole nation”. -

Is the educational system doing this? To take one
example—the primary level—the position is that, up
to recently, Welsh was taught in primary schools only
to children whose home ‘language it was; now, the
idea of having Welsh on an equal status with English
is generally accepted. There are two examination
standards, one for native speakers and one for léarners.
Over the past few years, there has been an increased
demand for Welsh in all schools, and local authority
policy now favours this demand. To take another

the 1920, most lectures in the department of Welsh
were given in English. Since then, the language has
been given official recognition by the University. But
there is still very little teaching in Welsh outside the
Department of Welsh itself.

Perhaps the strongest sustaining link down through
the years between the people of Wales and their
ancestral language were the non-Conformist Churches

which represent the majority of worshippers. Chapel
services, even in English-speaking arcas, have for the
most part always been in Welsh. There are places
where the Roman Catholic as well as the Protestant
5 Churches use as much Welsh as English. This has
been a vital support in the struggle to save Welsh—in
passing, let it be said, an enviable contrast with the

situation with Irish where, as a later chapter will
show, the majority church (with notable exceptions),
particularly since the founding of Maynooth in 1795,
did little to encourage the language. 3

Latterly, too, there have been at work other in-
fluences not altogether unfavourable to the language.
Radio and television have played.a not unimportant
role. Wynfor Vaughan Thomas of Harlech Television
spoke of this: 4
. “The Authority insist that we do 5} hdurs” program-

ming a week in the Welsh langiage and this we
follow. If you are going to give them something
that is vital to them, their own language everyday,
then you are really making an effort. If, that is,
you can use the language, as we are trying to do,
to entertain people, to make them feel that it is
the language of their Icisure and entertainment”.

But, of course, tele¥ision and radio are not the only
means of ¢ ication and entertai there
are also magazines, newspapers, books. There are
some hopeful signs in these areas: increased sales of
books, magazines and records; more Welsh language
sections in major book stores; here and there, a shop
solely. for books in the Welsh language, or books
written by Welsh authors.

Again, at the popular level, a fillip was given to the
language in 1969 when Prince Charles, at his investi-
ture as Prince of Wales, spoke in Welsh, having first
taken the trouble to learn it. This kind of thing has an
appeal to the popular mind, particularly in “the
English-speaking south-east, and does help to en-
gender, however superficially, the impression that an
ability to speak the ancestral Welsh language is an
aim to which eve Velsh wishing to i
to be called by that name should aspire. > .

But “superficial” is the word and, if the Welsh
language is to have a future, then that future must
be secured by more fundamental and substantial
steps.

Will these steps be taken? Are the Welsh-speaking
Welsh sufficiently concerned about their language to
take them? Ask the man in the street, or in the field,
and you'll get a variety of answers, just as you will in
the Gaeltachts here; amongst the professional classes,
especially clergymen and school-teachers, you will
probably find more concern. They know about those
statistics, and want to turn the tide.

But the conclusionisinescapable; the Welsh language
will not survive unlessitis the language of government
and has the full and conscientious force of government
behind it. A Welsh crowd may' sound impressive
singing their national anthem, with its references to
the survival of the language, and the shedding of
their blood for freedom. But what are the realities?
It’s often sung in English now, and the shedding of
blood, if it is done at all, happens in the service of the
queen of England. Will this pleasant-sounding
nostalgia save the Welsh language from' eventual,
though perhaps slow, extinction? Hardly. But even
if, by some miracle, the political situation were to
change, and the Welsh people were to succeed in

example~that of higher education—the position is

build a Welsh-speaking state, would their 25°%

that, in the University of Wales in Aberystwyth until

of native speakers be a sufficient base for the job?
Each Tanguage situation is unique and only time can
answer that question. But, in,an attempt to provide
some clues to an answer, we will next take a look at
Israel, a small but successful state on the other side of
Europe, which speaks a language that was as dead as a
doornail a hundred years ago and was still spoken by
only a handful of enthusiasts when Douglas Hyde

that must be asked by any community concerned as to
whether its gradually-fading ancestral language can
be restored is this: how was the dead Israeli language,
Hebrew, brought to life?

founded the Gaclic League here in 1893. A question ’

-
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. people as being part of the Irish people anyway. Such an acceptance

THE REPUBLICAN NEWS — 29th JUNE, 1974

PEACE

111 Stewartstown Park,

Dear Sir, Andersonstown.

I was astonished, dismayed and angered at the article given full page
coverage on the back page of last week’s Republican News.

It is a long time since | have read anything which was so lacking in
those values which have the Republic since
its i ion. My at the ge given the article,
which seemed to indicate that it was the policy of the Movement,
was only surpassed by my anger at the inability of the author to
make even a superficial analysis of the situation. My dismay was
because of the bigotry so evident in the article.

To deal with the last point first, it appears that your author is
capable of an inmate ability to “double-think” or else is merely
paying lip service to religious tolerance while at the same time doing
his/her best to create religious intolerance by associating the religion
of indivi or jsatic with a political or social intent.

Despite the fact that during the course of the article your author
states that “religious affiliation is a matter of indifference provided
the full right of every man is so far as it does not interfere with the
public interest is respected (sic) he on two occasions in the article
makes specific the association with individuals (Dennis Barritt) and
organisations (The Rowntree Trust) with a particular religious sect
(The Society of Friends). If you author is sincere in saying that
religious affiliation is a matter of indifference why then did he find
it necessary to mention the religion of the above? If he has no
reason then | will safely presume that it is simply the tip of the ice-
berg of bigotry that we are seeing in the article.

The analysis of your correspondent not only portrays an abysmal
ignorance of the present situation on the Loyalist side but his
attempts to derive conclusions from this analysis are pathetic. At
one stage he concludes that the Loyalists had two major advantages
to gain from talks with Republicans. First “they could promote an
image as reasonable men and ALSO ENSURE THAT OGLAIGH NA
hEIREANN WERE REDUCED IN SIGNIFICANCE TO THE
SAME LEVEL AS THE MURDEROUS RED-HAND COMMANDOS

MOVES

or reason have no place in his thought.

He would do well to read the advice contained in the Proclamation
as to our obligation with regard to the carefully nurtured split in
the Irish people.

His next paragraph he rambles on about a truce having by some

WE NEED
MORE
SELLERS

devious method known only to himself decided that the Republi
Movement is at war with the Protestant people. | would have
thought that anyone with even a semblance of Republicanism would
have accepted that there has been no campaign conducted against
the Protestant/Loyalist lation by the Irish Republican Army.

The actions of the |,R.A. have been mainly directed against those
engaged physically in maintaining the right of England to remain in
Ireland by force. If this is the case and the campaign is directed
against England then there should be no need for a truce because a
war does not exist with those you are talking to.

Even if this was not the case | regard the aspirations of your corres-
pondent on those who seek for peace as being unworthy of anyone
laying claiming to be Republic The R ican ethic has always

been a concern for real peace despite the certain knowledge that

| would like to become a
REPUBLICAN NEWS
eller and help to spread
he gospel of Irish
Republicanism.

Please send me copies

every week.

lame .
Address

“Ireland unfree will never be at peace.” It is a terrible refle on
the Republican Movement that the word “Peace” and those who
search for it can be held up to redicule by a person claiming to be
a Republican in a paper claiming to be “The voice of Republican
Ulster.” Let us never be ashamed of searching for peace any more
than we should be ashamed of fighting for freedom.

He then informs us the big business and Tory interests want
stability and peace in Ireland so they can get on with their class
interest of making profits and exploiting Ireland. While | would
suggest that he ask an economist to verify or not the ability of the
English or world capitalist class to reap as much benefit from the
existing war situation here as from a peaceful situation | would
recommend that your author applies himself to a diligent reading of

ETC.” Secondly they would gain some r tenous
(sic) for the validity of their claim to speak for Ulster.”

With regard to the first conclusion in fact the exact opposite to that
which your correspondent claims would have occurred. Rather than
be reduced in stature the Irish Republican Army would have beén
gaining in both respect and recognition. In fact the British Army
realised this and were instrumental in releasing to the.Press the
internal U.D.A. leaflet which was being circulated to West Belfast
U.D.A. units about possible meetings with the I.R.A. The same
British Army were also pesponsible for the creation of public antag-
onism to the idea of such talks. It does seem that your correspond-
ent, and the occupying forces both hold the same view, although
for different reasons (allegedly) | would remind him of an old
Chinese saying — “What the enemy supports we oppose, what the
enemy opposed we support.” It is a simple maxim if one is unable
to formulate an analysis.

His second conclusion is that the “Loyalist para-military groups
would gain some recognition, however tenous for the validity of
their claim to speak for Ulster.” This would imply that their “claim”
is a spurious one. If you author does not believe that the various
groupings represented on the U.W.C. do speak for the loyalist
population would he be good enough to inform us who does. Per-
haps the elected politicians such as Craig, Paisley or West? Should
the I.R.A. speak to them perhaps? If not would he inform us who
we should talk to to try and determine (in his phrase) “those
institutions suitable to the needs and wishes of the Irish people.”
Perhaps the sad truth is that he does not regard the Protestant

would be in keeping with the level of applied thought apparent in
the article, as further reading shows. He goes on the conclude that
z it would be repi as “underwriting partition and
conceding the right of a group to impede Irish Unity.” Now he
arrives at the conclusion that a meeting between Republicans and
Loyalists would be a concession to any group to impede Irish unity
somehow escapes me. In fact the very acceptance of the need for
such a meeting by Loyalist groupings who have been vilifying the
Republican Movement for 50 years is in itself a recognition of the
“de facto” unity of the Irish people. This again is the opposite of
that which your author claims would happen but even a cursory
examination of the situation would reveal this to anyone but a
d with bigotry or hate that logic

P or so

some of the works on before he makes
statements which imply that it is only with the maintainence of a
pressive military p that foreign italism can exploit.

Better still he has only to take a trip down to the 26 Counties to
experience the reality of foreign exploitation withoyt foreign
military presence.

From the reading of the rest of the article it is apparent that the
author has no knowledge of the timing of appraoches to the Repub-
lican Movement by the Loyalist groups nor is he aware of the arrange-
ments for the Loyalists seminar. As in the rest of the article the lack
of knowledge does not unfortunately, prevent him from reaching
conclusions which even the most fragmentary research would have
shown him to be ridiculous.

The last of your that “Englands presence

ost or leave at:-
70 Falls Road, Belfast.

Matthew
Ward

We have been asked to
clarify the position of Mr.
Mathew G. Ward, a young
Belfast man-who is a Repub-
lican prisoner in Scotland.

Mathew is at present in
Perth Prison, Fifeshire,
Scotland. His No. is
386/74. It is understood
that he has been deprived
of some of his prison rights
and is subject to top secur-
ity.

His parents are only able
to visit him once every
6 months because of the

heavy exp Ived.

is the only Irish problem” must surely have James Connolly r
It is evident from this that your correspondent has little or no
awareness of the social, political and economic phenomena faced by
our people. “If you remove the English Army tomorrow, and hoist
the green flag over Dublin Castle, unless you set about the organisat- -
ion of the Socialist Republic your efforts would be in vain” was the
message in 1897 from Connolly. Surely those who write articles in
Republican papers d both its implication and its applicat-
ion. For anyone at this time to promote such statements as “Eng-
lands presence is the only Irish problem” or to encourage the Irish
people to think along those lines is to offer hypocritical homage at
the shrine of freedom whose cause we would destroy.

In conclusion may | enquire if the views represented in this article
are the views of the Republican Mavement and if not why they
were given such pi | agree thata has an
obligation to foster views contrary to those of the owners or editor-

An Irish Class for
beginners will be held
every Wednesday, from
8 p.m.— 10 p.m. in

the Eire Nua Bookshop,
170 Falls Road, Belfast.

LOYALIST BITTERNESS
TOWARDS ENGLAND . . .
(Continued from Page One)

will mean that the old Southern
Unionist Ascendancy, which has
always remained socially and

ial staff but / feel that in the i of good i it
would be better if a notice to that effect was displayed on every
Ppage. J

Thanking you again and looking forward to a continuance of the
debate “to talk or not to talk.”

1 remain,
Yours in X
JIM McCORRY.
(We welcome the opportunity to publish this letter from Jim

McCorry, which will be replied to soon on behalf of the Editorial
Board — Editor).

78 Falls Road, Belfast BTI2 4PW
and 117 Andersonstown Road,
Belfast 11

TOWER TRAVEL

: TELEPHONE BELFAST 613870 or 21915

FOR BUSINESS, PLEASURE, FAMILY OR GROUP HOLIDAYS

powerful, will join
forces with the Northern Orange-
men in a revival of the old regime
which the IRISH TIMES has the
effrontery to call the union of
Catholic, Protestant and Dissenter
which Tone called for.

Why should there be a bloc in the
“New Ulster” voting ““Unionist”
and another voting “Nationalist”

if the Union is broken and national-
ism achieved?
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