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"THETIME IS UP".

onficllor the conflicthis not

LAUNCH OF SAOIRSE---FREE THE PRISONERS MOVEMENT.W hav

Ata meeting in Conway Mill on Wednesday 30th November the

movement of prisoners relatives and friends is being formally

launched. Our role is to see the political prisonersfreed immediately.

We are being supported in our demand atthis point in time by Sinn

Fein who have allowed us to use their offices to organise a "Freethe

Prisoners"march in Belfast on Sunday 4th December.
8nd friends

It is in this context that we welcome thesupport of Gerry Adamson

our platform today.ng lo

However as our campaign grows we hope to attain more widespread

political party support and the backing of all human rights and peace

groups.

At this point in the peace process it is importantthat thecontinuing

imprisonment of our relatives and friendsbe put on the agenda.There

cannot be a permanent and durable peace without the releaseof

prisoners.They must be released as part of the process of attaining

peace.

These men and women find themselves locked in prisons for no other

reason than the continued conflict in our country.They are simply

products or victims of theconflict. With the unravelling and resolution

of that conflict must come the unravelling and reso�lution of their

plight.

If there was no war there would be no political prisoners.

Those involved in human rights issues must also involvethemselves

in campaigns fortheir release. They cannot escape thefact that the

prisons are bulging with people because of thepolitical laws,special

interrogation techniques,sometimes torture, and one judgespecial

trials designed not so much with delivering justice but rather

removing people off thestreets.The issues cannot be divorced.



No-one can blame thevictimsof this conflict fortheconflict. It is not

because we have prisonersthat we have conflict but because we have

conflict that we have our prisoners.

The time is up now. Particularly forthe governments who because of

their ineptness and disinterest failed to resolve the real issues of

conflict and face up to their responsibilities. War happened because

the political process has been overridden.If we are to resolveour

differences politically then we must remove the legacies of war.

Saoirse is being formed in an effort to have our relatives and friend's

freedom placed firmlyon the agenda of the peace process. Already

localgroups affiliating to Saoirse have been formed in Belfast, Derry,

SouthDerry,Tyrone,Newry,Armagh,Fermanagh,Louth,Monaghan,

Dublin, Kerry, Limerick, Galway, and Sligo. It will be our intention to

cover every part of Ireland as the H. Blocks/Armagh committees did in

1981,and ofcourse to seek international support.

We call on all political parties, human rights and peace groups to state

cleariy where they stand on the issue of release.



BRIEFING PAPER FOR SAOIRSE PRESS CONFERENCE.

QUESTION 1.WHY SHOULD PRISONERS BE RELEASED?

SEE PRESS STATEMENT. THERE CANNOT BE PERMANENT AND
DURABLE PEACE WITHOUT THE RELEASE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS.

QUESTION 2.WHAT ABOUT THE 'CRIMEs THEY HAVE COMMITTED?

ALL ARE IN PRISON ONLY BECAUSE OF THE POLITICAL CONFLICT,
THE WAR.AS THE WAR MOVES TOWARDs AN END THE PROBLEMS THAT
ARE THE LEGACY OF CONFILICT MUST BE RESOLVED.

IT IS ALSO WORTHIWHILE M�KING THE POINT THAT BRITISH

SOLDIERS AND RUC MEN HAVE NEVER SPENT A DAY IN PRISON
DESPITE BEING INVOLVED IN ACTS OF WAR WHERE PEOPLE WHERE
KILLED. EG,BLOODY SUNDAY,SHOOT TO KILL,PLASTIC BULLETS AND
COLLUSION.AND WHERE THEY HAVE ENDED UP IN PRISON THEY
HAVE SERVED ONLY SHORT PERIODS,EG PRIVATE THAIN.

QUESTION 3.WHAT ABOUT LOYALIsT PRISONERS?

YES �EY TO0 WILL BE RELEASED BUT THEIR BATTLE IS OME FOR
THEIR COMMUNITY. AT THIS POINT WE DO NOT SEE THIS AS A
JOINT PROJECT.

QUESTION 4. WHAT ABOUT PHASED RELEASES?

wE �Ry 7OT AT TFA STAGE YET. OUR ROLE A THS POINT IV
�IME IS TO PUT �E WEOLE ISSUE ON TEE ACENDA. TEE NOTES
AND BOLTS CAN BE WORKED OUT BY THOSE INVOLVED IN DIRECT
NEGOTIATION.

QUESTION 5.DO THE PRISONERS SUPPORT YOU?

YES WE HAVE TALKED TO THEM ABOUT IT.THEY SUPPORT WHAT WE
ARE DOING PROVIDING THAT IT IS SEEN AS PART OF THE WIDER
RESOLUTION AND SETTLEMENT. THEY KNOW AS WE DO THAT THE

RELEASE OF PRISONERS ON ITSs OWN IS NOT THE BE ALL AND END
ALL OF CONFLICT.

QUESTION 6.WHAT OTHER GROUPS WILL YOU BE APPROACHING FOR

SUPPORT?



WE WILL BE SEEKING MEETTNGS WITE POLITICAL PARTIES, �HE

CHÚRCHES, HUMAN RIGHTs AND JUSTICE GROUPS.WE WILL BE
ASKING THEM TO SUPPORT THSE BASIC DEMAND THAT PRISONERS BE
FREED AS PART OF THE PROCEss OF FINDING A PATH TO LASTING
PEACE.

QUESTION 7.WHAT HAVE YOU TO SAY TO THE RRLATIVES OF THOSE

WHO HAVE BEEN KILLED?

WE APPRECIATE �HEIR GRIE� WWCAUSE MANY OF US HAV ALSO

SUFFERED IN BREAVEMENT. WE ALSO,AND OUR CHILDREN ALSO

SUFFER PAINS OF SEPER�TION. IN OTHER WORDS WE

UNDERSTAND YOUR ANGUISH AND ANGER.WE HAVE THAT TOO,OURS

IS DIRECTED AT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT.

BUT YOU CANNOT �OLD OUR RET.ATIVES IN PRISO RESPONSIBIE

FOR THE CONFLICT HERE. IT BEGAN BEFORE MANY OF �HEM WERE

BORN.
�HER �S AIOT OF ANGER PAIN AND HURT THAT WE ALL MUST

DEAL WITH AS PART OF A PROCESS OF RECONCILIATION. THERE IS

NO EASY WAY FORWARD.

QUESTION 8.WOULD THE PROCESS EMBARKED ON IN THE 26 COS

IE, RELEASING SOME NOT ALL BE A WAY FORWARD?

HAVE ALREADY SAID THAT MUST BE DEALT WITH

NEGOTIATING TABLE BY THOSE DELEGATED ON PRISONERS

BEHALF TO STB�TE THEIR CASE.oUR ROLE IS TO GET T ON THE
AGENDA.

QUESTION 9.BUI IF ANOTHER NEWRY INCIDENT HAPPENED
WOULDNT IT DAMAGE YOUR CAMPAIGN.?

IT COULD ALTHOUGH IT IS OUR OPINION THAT IT SHOULDN'T AS
OUR PRISONERS SHOULD NOT BE HELD HOSTAGE FOR THE ACTIONS
OF OTHERS.
WE BELIEVE THE REPUBLICAN MOVEMENT WHEN THEY SAY THAT

THEY WILL WORK TO MAKE SURE THAT THERE ARE NO MORE NEWRY
INCIDENTS.

QUESTION 10. HOW SOON DO YOU WANT YOUR PRISONERS QUT?

NOW.BECAUSE IF IS ACCEPTED THAT PROCESS OF
BUILDING LASTING PEACE HAS BEGUN THEN THEIR RELEASES AND
THEY AS INDIVIDUALS HAVE A BIG ROLE TO PLAY IN THAT
BUILDING.



�USIION 11. JOnN MAJOR FAs ALRE�DY SAID

AMNESTy AND THAT THERE ARE NO POLITICAL

YOU THINK OF THAT?

THERE WILL BE NO
PRISONERS.WHAT DO

BRITISH POLITICIANS LIKE EVERYONE ELSE HAVE A ROLE TO

PLAY IN BUILDING PEACE.IT STRIKES US THAT HE MAY NOT BE

TOTALLY SERIOUS AT THIS POINT IF HE WANTS TO GO BACK AND

FIGH THE BATTI,ES O� 1981 ATI OVER AGAIN.AS FOR HIS VIEW

ONREIEASES WE KNOW AND �E KNOWS THEY WIIL HAPPEN. JUST AS

THE WORLD KNOWS THAT THERE ARE HUNDREDS OF POLITICAL

PRISONERS IN IRELAND.

ARCHS

sOVAE,ERTTATGURNS

TORTURE



OTHER POINTS AND INFO.

1.SA0IRSE IS AN INITATIVE SET UP BY
RELATIVES, FRIENDS AND EX-PRISONERS. I�

IS OPEN TO ANYONE WHO SUPPORTS IIS

POLICY STATEMENT IE. RELEASE THE

POLITICAL PRISONERS.
ITS PURPOSE IS TO ATIRACT WIDESPREAD

SUPPORT.
ITHAS A LOBBYING �ND PROTES� ROLE AS

WELL AS PUBLICITY.

THERE WILL BE M�RCHESo IN

BELFAST,SUNDAY 4TH AND DERRY,FRIDAY

9TH, AS WELL AS OTHER ACTIVITIES NORTH

AND SOUTH.

2.THERE ARE OVER 500 REPUBLICAN

PRISONERS.MEN AND WOMEN. IN �HE NORTH

AND SOUTH,BRITAIN, GERMANY AND THE

UNITED STATES.
THE LONGEST SERVNG REPUBLICAN

PRISONER, RONNIE MC CARTNEY HAS BEEN IN

PRISON FOR 20 YEARS.

3.THERE ARE STILL M�NY PRISONERS IN

THERE AS RESULT OF TORTURE IN

INTERROGATION CENTRES BY THE RUC AND

BRITISH.THE FACT THAT THERE HAS BEEN

TORTURE IS UNDENIABIE, READ �H AMESTY
AND HELSINKI WATCH REPORIS AMONGST

OTHERS.OR READ THE BRITISH GOVERNMENTS

OWN REPORTS, EG 'BENNETT .



Paner on Amnesty Movement. (Saoirse\Saor).

This is a short paper laying out the basic proposal,ie,to organise an amnesty

movement built primarily around the families and friends of Republican prisoners.Also,obviously with

an imput from Republican activists.Initial plans and some potential issues are laid out below for

discussion.This discussion and indeed the project is not simply the property or work of a POW

department.It should be dealt with at all levels of mainstream party organisation.

Title.Amnesty Movement.

While the most identifiable title would be Amnesty. there has been some debate

about the name.Some of the criticisms are as follows:(a).The word 'amnesty 'denotes 'pardon'.(Not sure

of this).---b).Amnesty
is identified with Amnesty International.(good or bad?)-----c).AnIrishl

as Gaeilge title is preferable.Saor
or Saoirse,-...--(d).

The issue of amnesty for anti-social elements as

pioneered by FIAT would be thrown up.

Balanced against these: (a).the
word\tem amnesty is already a clear Republican

demand.Also it is internationally
understood.It is a matter of opinion ifgood or bad.(c).Good point.

Generally, as long as a single word title is used it makes publicity and logo easier. (d).There
are political

calculations
to be made on this and actually the Irish title argument may be a way ofgetting around it.

Politics;

The demand ofthis movemnet should be clear and unambiguous----"an

immediateand
general amnestyfor political prisoners'.The

British or Dublin may want to throw out all

sorts of interim measures' ie,phased release etc.But it is important
to keep our demand singular and

clear.Also
undiluted.This

political will of course have as much a Dublin resonnance
asLondon demand.

Potentially,
with Dublin already having accepted the validity of the peace

process there should be a more fertile ground there.However
our task is to put into place an all-Ireland

and international
movement demanding the immediate

release of Irish political prisoners.

Organisation
plan and structure;

At the core of this movement
will be relatives in the same way as at the core

of the Relative's Action Committees of H Block days.However
such organisations

do not rise on their

own.They require the organisational
skills und abilities of mainstream

Republican
organisers.

What is needed is for Comhairle
Ceantair to play the organier role.Each

one

should designate
a person,preferably

with experience
to deal with this project.It needs to be someone

politically
clued in.The importance of the project cannot be over-stated.It

has the potential for a genuine

and vibrant massmovement
in a way that few other issues have.

The timetable for organisation is as follows;

October.------meet
with Comhairle Ceantair to localise plans.

November.---Broaden
to to Republican family.In particular prisoners families.Work

out coordinated

local structures.

December.----Pull
together into centralised coordinating

bodyand launch to outside through media and

activities.



SECOND PAPER ON 'SAOIRSE'.(AMNESTyMOVT.].17\10\94.
INTRO.

MOST BY NOW SHOULD HAVE READ TEZ TNTTANING PAPER ON THE SUBUECT OF
AN AMNESTY MOvEMENT FOR POLI�TCA PRISORERS. THIS PAPER Is A FOLOW OM
IN WHICE A NOYBER O CE�� DTRECTIONSARE GIVEN.

TILE.
IN TEE INTRODUCTORY PAPER NHIE oESION oF NAVIS FOR THIS MOVEAMNT CAME

•TER CONSULTATION IT SEEMS TEA T:0 PREF�RRHD VERSION O SAORSE

�S BST.TEIS AVOIDS AT TEZ N3GATT TERMS ASSOCIATEWDWITE AMNSSY.

DEMAND.
THE DEMAND AS STATED IS:REILEASE THE POLITICAL PRISONSRS.

�E ABOVE SHOUL,D BE RIGTDT,Y SeK no.Ag STNCUT.AR AND CLEAR DEMVID.

ALL OTHER QUESTIONS EG.PHASED RELEASES ETC. ARE NOT UP FOR

CONSIDERATION.

HOW TO ORGANISE.
TO INSURE'ALL ARE CLEAR ON MODE OF ORGANIsATIONAT THIS TIME;

A. COMHAIRLE CEANTAIR APPoINT AN ORGANISER FOR THIS PROJECT.

B. �EAT ORGANISER SHOULD TT� IN IRECTY WITE BELFAST OFFICE POW

DEPT.

C. THE FIRST OBJECTIVE OF TE ORGANISER SHOULD BE TARGET OF

PERSONNEL,IE. FORMERLY INACTIVE REPUBLICANS,PARTICULARIYFORMER

POWS,FAMILIES AND OTHERS INTERESTEDIN PRISONERS ISSUE.

D. A CORE GROUP WORKING WITH THE SF ORGANISER IS FIRST TASK.IT

SHOULD BE 5-7 STRONG.ONCE THAT IS IN PLACE AND HAS MET WITH US.

E. THEN THAT GROUP SHOULD ORGANISE A BIG AREA MEETING OF RELATIVES

ETC.AT THS WE WILL ATTEMET TO PROVIDEA NATIONAL PLATFORM SPEAKER.

F. ONCE THE SERIES OF MEETINNGS HAS BEEN GONE THROUGH WE SHOULD BE IN

APOSTION TO LADNCH THE EQUIVALENNT OF NATIONUAL � BLOCKS\ARMAGH

COMMITTEE.

PROGRESS ON WORK SO FAR;

1.ALI COMHAIRLE CEAN�AIR NOTIFIED THROUGH COMHAIRLI 6+26.

2.PROCESS OF MEETINGS AT THAT LEVEL;

BELFAST HAS BEEN COMPLETED.DERRY IS IN THE PIPELINE FOR INITIAL

MEETINGS.TYRONEIS TO BE ORGANISEDAND SOUTH DERRY AND NEWRY\ARMAGH

ALSO.FERMANAGHIS SKETCHY.

IN 26 COs,A SESSION IS BEING ARRANGED WITH COMHAIRLI AND WILL BE

FOLLOWED UP AFTER WTTH LOCAL MEETINGS WHERE APPROPIATE.

CONCLUSION;

IT IS MY OPINION THAT TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE IN THIS.ALTHOUGH THE

PLAN IS TO LAUNCH FORMERLY ON A NATIONAL LEVEL IN DECEMBER THE

PREPARATORY WOR� NEES TO BE TAKEN ON BY COMELATRLI CEANTAIR AS A

MATTER OF URGENCY.


