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® Danny Peltigrew leaves a Belfast
court after finally gaining his freedom
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released by a Diplock judge.

But Danny Pettigrew, Stephen
McMullan and their families and
supporters had little to celebrate in
the Belfast courtroom as the three
remaining victims of RUC interroga-
tion squads were sent for trial on the
basis of forced confessionary evi-
dence.

The Ballymurphy Seven were e all
physically and psychologically
abused by the RUC in the notorious
Castlereagh Interrogation Centre,
before being forced to sign state-
ments. These ‘confessions’ are the
entire basis of the case against the
remaining three, After this week’s
judicial charade four of the original

BALLYMURPH

FI'ER BEING HELD for three years on remand, two more
members of the group of young miscarriage of justice vic-
tims, known as the Ballymurphy Seven, have finally been

seven are now free, released after
long periods in jail because even a
Diplock Court could not go on with
the charade of attempting to convict
them. Their ‘confessions’ were
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GOES ON

prompt release, but only at the price
of a guilty plea.

The remaining victims, Hugh
McLaughlin, Michael Beck and Tony
Garland are all innocent of the
charges against them. They have
already spent three years in jail and
face the prospect now of a long trial
begmnmg today (Thursday, 15

thrown out, but the judge was quick
to-defend the interrogation tech-
niques of their RUC tormentors.

The Ballymurphy Seven cam-
paign has attracted the support of
human rights groups, MPs, TDs and
US members of Congress, yet still
the corrupt Six-County judicial sys-
tem has chased its pound of flesh.
The young men have already reject-
ed a number of face-saving ‘deals’
which would have secured their

ber). Even if they are eventu-
ally acquitted they will have served
a savage sentence.

At a time when nationalists are
hopeful of building a real peace pro-
cess, the continuing injustice of this
case is a stark reminder of the rotten
nature of Britain’s rule of law in the
Six Counties. The ordeal of the Bal-
lymurphy Seven is just the tip of the
corrupt iceberg of two decades of
Diplock justice.

— Full story see page 4
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RUC thuggery at border opening

AN RUC UNIT attacked and severely beat one man and arrest-
ed three others as Derry nationalists reopened the Lenamore
Road on the outskirts of the city on Saturday, 10 September 1994.

People coming from the city
towards the British blocked road
were being stopped and ques-
tioned by the RUC. In some
instances vehicles were searched.
Evidence of RUC intentions were
clear, a woman travelling in the
opposite direction told campaign-
ers that she had heard an RUC
officer saying they were going to
“scoop a couple of the bastards”.

Trouble began when the RUC
stopped a van containing three
men. The RUC held the van before
telling the men they were to be
arrested. The trio challenged the
RUC to state why they were being
arrested, whereupon a sergeant
said: “Charge them with any-
thing.”” The men were arrested
and held for several hours, but
were not charged.

Cars coming behind the van
could not pass so the occupants
got out to see what was going on.
The sergeant was at this stage
becoming very agitated and
ordered his patrol to “shoot the
bastards if they don’t move
away”’.

It was at this point that the by-
standers noticed that about six
RUC officers were beating a man

that they had forced into a ditch.
Using batons, this particularly
notorious DMSU squad, led by a
Sergeant Harkness, left the young
man severely bruised and with
back and head injuries. The man
was able to scramble away from
the RUC after other people inter-
vened.

Both Sinn Féin spokespersons
and eyewitnesses to the events of
Saturday totally refuted RUC
claims that five of their officers
had been assaulted or injured.
“The RUC version of events is a

tissue of lies,”” said Sinn Féin’s.

Gear6id O hEara.

According to eyewitnesses the
young man had been set upon by
the RUC “for no reason” while a
Sinn Féin activist at the scene said
the RUC officers were being
aggressive and “’laid into the
young man with boots and
batons”.

Since Monday, 5 September, _

border busters have opened and
reopened several roads on the
Derry/Donegal border, the first
being at Coshquin. Campaigners
targeted the Lenamore Road
which runs from the Shantallow
Estate to Donegal at the Brid-

[ J Th widow of the late Sinn Féin Councillor Eddie Fullerton joins border

| honour

gend/Muff road. This particular
border crossing was blocked at
two different points. Massive cis-
tern type drums,containing tons of
concrete, spanned the width of the
road and seemed unmovable
without the use of heavy lifting
machinery.

However, the border busters

| busters at Lenanore Road on the Derry/Donegal border. The road was
| renamed Fullerton/McDaid Pass in his and IRA Volunteer James McDaid’s

RUC kept its distance and the

clearing operation was carried out
peacefully.

It was along this road in 1972
that the British army shot dead
IRA Volunteer James (Junior)
McDaid so it was in fitting tribute
that the reopened road was

with a stroke of ing; y used a
digger to cut away the road and
tipped the bollards into the hole
and cleared the way through. This

r
and of Sinn Féin Councillor Eddie
Fullerton from Buncrana, shot
dead by loyalists in 1991. The road
was r d Fullerton/McDaid

operation was rep d on Sunday

at the second barrier. This time the

Pass.

d in memory of McDaid .

Dinah Fullerton and Patsy
McDaid, widows of the two men
carried out the ‘people’s Opening’,
Speaking to AP/RN, Dinah Fuller-
ton said it was “wonderful that
the two republicans were being
honoured in this way”’. After the
reopening ceremony two of Eddie
Fullerton’s daughters sang Only
Our Rivers Run Free.

There were also border open-
ings at Lackey Bridge and Drum-
furrer over the weekend. Op
Sunday, 11 September, over 150
border busters worked through
the day to reopen the Drumfurrer
crossing between Tyrone and
Monaghan.

The re-opened road provides a
vital link between Monaghan
town and Clogher. The opening
was a rerun of the previous week-
end, when the road had stayed
open for less than 24 hours before
British army engineers moved in
to close the crossing. The same
thing happened this week, but the
Border Busters moved last Mon-
day, 12 September, and reopened
Drumfurrer yet again.

Lackey Bridge had its 40th
opening last Saturday. The cross-
ing between Roslea and Clones
was opened by a crowd of over
100 people, using excavators and
considerable manual effort. A
planned opening at Kiltyclogher
between Leitrim and Fermanagh
was cancelled and will be held this
coming Saturday, 17 September, at
three o’clock.

Crowds demand
demilitarisation

PEOPLE WERE out in force this week taking the struggle for an

end to the British policy of closing border roads and the |

demand for British demilitarisation of nationalist areas onto the
streets and fields of the Six Counties

West Belfast nationalists demand-
ed demilitarisation when they
picketed Woodburne RUC/British
army Barracks on the Stewart-
stown Road. Sinn Féin Councillors
Annie Armstrong and Michael
Ferguson attended the demonstra-
tion. Councillor Ferguson served
an eviction notice on the RUC and
met with a senior RUC officer and
told him that nationalists were
vehemently opposed to the RUC.

In Belfast on Saturday, 10
September, nationalist residents of
the New Lodge area were on the
streets calling for the British army
spy post on the roof of Templar
flats to be dismantled. A spectacu-
lar 80-foot banner, proclaiming 25
Years: Time To Go’, was hoisted
onto the flats. Local Sinn Féin
Councillor Paddy McManus
addressed the crowd and activist
Janice Quinn from Ardoyne paid
tribute to the contribution made
by nationalist women to the strug-
gle and called for further commit-
ment in the crucial time that lies
ahead.

West Belfast residents gathered
outside Andersonstown RUC Bar-
racks on the Upper Falls Road,
Over 100 people attended the rally
which was covered extensively by
media, including Japanese and
Hungarian television. The crowd
was addressed by Belfast Sinn
Féin Councillor Mairtin O
Muilleoir, who called for the
immediate vacation of the bar-
racks

A Time To Go rally held in
Omagh, County Tyrone, on Satur-
day 10 September, was.attended.

gitarea. . PN

by several hundred. people and by
all six Omagh Sinn Féin council-
lors. The large crowd marched
from the British army barracks at
Gortin Road, to the courthouse in
Omagh town centre. The Tyrone
POW Department of Sinn Féin
headed the march carrying a ban-
ner calling for the immediate
release of all political prisoners. At
the courthouse, Sinn Féin Council-
lor Francie Mackey and Belfast
Sinn Féin Councillor Joe Austin
along with Mid-Ulster representa-
tive Barry McElduff addressed the
crowd. There was a heavy RUC
presence along the route and they
were handed P45 Employee Leav-
ing Certificates, a gesture that
some of the more notorious RUC
officers found hard to accept.

On Sunday, South Armagh
nationalists took a slightly differ-
ent approach to the demand for
demilitarisation and walked from
Camlough to one of the British
army’s hilltop spy posts.

The group of 200 people includ-
ed Newry and Mourne Councillor
Conor Murphy, Belfast City Coun-
cillor and Sinn Féin National Chair-
person Tom Hartley and Ard
Chombhairle member Jim Gibney.

They marched to a local beauty
spot called Kingshill, where the
British army have a spy post,
which was built in 1985, as part of
what became known as the Hills-
borough Wall.

The speakers who addressed
the crowd highlighted the issue of
land seized by the British crown
forces from local people in the

® Wrilin on the wall — Beechmount

On Saturday, 10 September,
members and supporters of Sinn
. Féin gathered in Daunt Square, .itributed leaflets on the peace-
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® Spy-post picket — South Armagh

Cork city, and received a very pos-
itive public response as they dis-

process. The city has been
postered and public activity con-

"tinuesevery_Sarurday. o e
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Loyalist bomb at SF counci

THE UVF BOMB ATTACK on the home of Sinn Féin Council-

lor John Hurl, on Friday, 9 September,

was an attempt to

derail the peace process and provoke a reaction from the IRA.

Hurl, the vice-chairperson of
Magherafelt District Council, was
alerted to the bomb, attached- by a
cord to the handle of the back
door of the house, when his
daughter came to visit the family
home at around 7am.

The lunchbox device contained
shrapnel and nearly five pounds
of explosive, and was clearly
intended to kill the person who
opened the door. Hurl said that
another daughter who usually
leaves the house at around 6.30am
would have been killed in the
attack had she not, fortunately,
changed her routine.

Despite the crown forces carry-
ing out a “clearance operation”’

which lasted several hours, pieces of
tape and string, presumably from
the device, were left on the step at
the rear door of the Hurl home.

According to Councillor Patsy
Groogan, the attack follows a pat-
tern similar to others carried out
against republicans with “continu-
al crown forces harassment and
constant heavy patrolling” of the
areas in which they live.

“This in turn is followed by a
convenient and noticeable lull in
crown forces presence.”

Also this week, Sinn Féin in
Kilrea in South Derry has asked
people to be vigilant following
death threats to individuals from
the UDA.

"

@ Sinn Féin Councillor John

llor?hom

UVF targets Dublin again

A

Belfast to Dublin train,
day, 12 September.
One woman was slightly injured
by the blast. As the train arrived in
Dublin, the detonator ignited
under her seat. The UVF had giv-
en Jarnr6d Eireann an inadequate
one-minute warning. UVF claims
that it had planted six other
devices proved to be false.
The Connolly Station bomb
was the first UVFE attack in Dublin
since the attempted massacre at

©® Connolly Station, which was the scene of a

FAULTY DETONATOR prevented the
UVF bomb and death and injury to many passengers on the
as it pulled into Connolly Station on Mon-

B BY ART Mac EOIN
explosion of a 2kg

the Widow Scallan’s bar in Pearse
Street, during which IRA Volun-
teer Martin Doherty was shot
dead.

Ulster! Democratic Party
spokesperso'n‘ Gary McMichael
threatened further bombings in
the 26 Counties, alleging that the
UVF was sending a warning to the
Dublin government-that while it
‘courted”” Sinn Féin, loyalist

UVF

bid on Mond.

paramilitaries had not gone away.

The most sinister aspect to the
attack was that the bomb con-
tained commercial explosives,
indicating that the attacks may
have involved elements within the
British intelligence services who
were behind past bomb attacks in
Dublin in 1972 and 1974, with the
aim of forcing the Dublin govern-
ment to change the course of its
policy on the Six Counties.

Sinn Féin Vice President Pat
Doherty pointed out that the
bomb attack was an attempt to

® GARY McMICHAEL

derail the peace p “Now, as
in the past, the aim is to force the

12

s ment back into a closed-
door policy regarding the North,

with a purely internal arrange-
ment in the Six Counties.”

Sinn Féin Dublin City Council-
lor Christy Burke said: “’Like the
Dublin/Monaghan bombings, this
is an attempt to intimidate all Irish
people away from the necessary
work of building a just and lasting
solution to this centuries-old con-
flict.

“The continuing attacks by loy-
alists on nationalists, North and
South of the border, are a sad
reflection on their lack of vision
for the future. This is a time of
great opportunity for us all, and 1
hope that attacks like this will
soon be a thing of the past. Loyal-

ists have nothing to fear from the

peace process. We must all build
for the future together.””

LOYALISTS RIOT AT COURT HEARING

TH'E ATTACK by loyalists on relatives and friends of 23-year-

old Ardoyne man Stephen

Larkin, accused of attempting to

kill UDA death squad leader John Adair, occurred in full view of
numerous members of the RUC.

A 40-strong gang of loyalists from
the nearby Shankill estate threw
punches and waste-bins at female
relatives of Larkin, who were

attending the court hearing on-

Tuesday, 13 September. The attack

lasted several minutes before
court officials called for RUC inter-
vention. Sinn Féin POW
spokesperson Francie Molloy criti-
cised the RUC after the attack and
said:

From last week, loyalists have
been engaged in a constant barrage
of physical and verbal abuse of the
relatives and friends of Stephen
Larkin,

“The RUC obviously knew that
there would be further trouble
today with a crowd of about 40
loyalists attended the hearing.

' Normally, access to the court is
restricted but in this case it

appears that loyalists were given
free run of the court.”

Having being evicted from the
court onto Crumlin Road, the loyal-
ist gang, backed up now by masked
men armed with cudgels, laid siege
to the building. The crown forces
still did not intervene. Petrol bombs
and missiles were thrown and a
hijacked van was set on fire behind
the courthouse.

One of Stephen Larkin’s relatives
told AP/RN that the situation was
very tense and that they were wor-
ried that they would not get out of
the court safely. “After what hap-
pened we could not trust the RUC to
protect us.” Eventually, a coach was
hired to bring the relatives to safety.

In the aftermath of the court dis-
turbances, loyalists were involved in
a spate of hijackings and rioting
against the crown forces. In at least
one case, a number of shots were
fired in the North Queen Street area*
of North Belfast.
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Two of Ballymurphy Seven released HiEE

years on remand, another two of the
T ialllyl:nurphy Seven, Danny Pettigrew and Stephen McMul-
o alked free from Crumlin Road court on Monday, 12
Kptember, wh.en their ‘confessions’ were thrown out by Judge

err. In a hastgly—deli\rered judgement, which lasted barely ten
minutes, hg said that there were significant questions over the
interrogation of the two, but not surprisingly, he refused to

AFI'ER more than three

accept that they had been subjected to ill-treatment and torture

while in custody.
Earlier this year, another two of
the seven, Brendan McCrory and
Ciaran McAllister, were released
“to avoid unfairness and in the
interests of justice”.

Scenes of joy were short-lived
in court as Judge Kerr then ruled
that the ‘confessions” made by
the remaining three, Michael
Beck, Hugh McLaughlin and

® Stephen McMullan of the Ballymurphy
Seven on his release last Monday, 12 September

Tony Garland, are admissible as
evidence.

Families and supporters of
the seven were deeply angered
at the judgement and by the
treatment they received in court.
Those in the public gallery were
unable to hear what was hap-
pening and only became aware
that two of the boys weére being
freed when they stood up in the
dock to embrace and bid
farewell to their friends. Sup-
porters in the public gallery
called .for the release of the

An Phoblacht/Republican Neyg

O TO TRIAL

remaining boys and condemned freed. They are innoc'ent men ang
the activities of the RUC. people should be helping them, T,
After his release, Danny Petti- RUC and judges should no¢ be
grew said: allowed to get away with this,”
“I felt like apologising to the Spea'kmg on beha{lf of the famj.
people alongside me in the box lies, Josie Garland said:
when I heard I was to be freed. I “’They arrested, tortured and
can’t find any reason why they let forced from our sons admissions of

us out and not them. We were all
forced to sign confessions after ill-
treatment and torture in
Castlereagh.”

Stephen McMullan went on to
say:
“We won't be free until they are

involvement in something of whic,
they are innocent. In our opinjop,
having lived through three years 0;
hell with our children in Crumliy
Road Prison, the RUC is an unac.
ceptable force, incapable of behay-
ing like a police force.”

Cgmm;r;ling on the judgement,
inn Féin spokesperson B
McElduff said: ez 22

“The decision to proceed with
the trial of the last three members
of the Ballymurphy Seven is inher-
ently unjust. All cases which are
based solely on confession evi-
dence are suspect from the outset.
The experience of Birmingham
and Guildford underline this
truth.”

The court hearing was attended
by Sinn Féin President Gerry
Adams, Amnesty International,
the C ittee for the Admini
tion of Justice, the Brehon Law
Society (USA) and the Voice of the
Innocent group from Dublin.

To coincide with Monday’s
court appearance, Voice of the
Innocent in Dublin issued an
appeal letter calling for the release
of all of the boys. Signatories to
the letter include TDs Declan Bree,
Tony Gregory, Eamon O Cuiv and
Neil Blaney and Labour MPs Ken

Livingstone and Tony Benn. It was

The trial of Michael Beck, Tony

Garland, and Hugh McLaughlin
begins today (Thursday, 15
September).

The families and supporters of
the seven have vowed to continue
the campaign until all the boys are
freed. Anyone wishing to get
involved in the campaign can do
so by contacting Belfast (0232)
232234 or Dublin (01) 8367497.

Regional papers welcome chance for peace

EGIONAL NEWSPAPERS welcomed the IRA’s cessation

statement and have been generally optimistic for the future.
If there was a trend, it was that papers in border areas, which
have been most directly affected by the conflict, devoted more
coverage to the peace process than others.

The Cavan-based Anglo Celt blast-
ed the word “CEASEFIRE” across
its front page on 1 September,
recording the moment with “a pal-
pable sense of history”. Its editori-
al foresaw great changes in the
future, in particular the growth of
left-wing parties ““which could
chal’ :ngc the dominance of politi-
cal conservatism here”.

The Monaghan-based Northern
Standard’s front page on 1 Septem-
ber was similarly exuberant. “THE
END! — Historic IRA Ceasefire
Supplies Substance for Peace,” it
exclaimed, recording “’an over-
whelmingly positive and opti-
mistic reaction at all religious,
political and community levels” in
the county for the announcement.
Its editorial noted that “the politi-
cians have been declaring that
peaceful negotiation is the only
way.

The Western People, in a mostly
negative and begrudging column,

put forward the hypothesis that
Sinn Féin might even take over the
SDLP in the future and that “a
newly-confident and respectable
Sinn Féin, with its tightly-knit
organisation, would be a
formidable force, which might, in
time, threaten some of the south-
ern parties as well”.

The Derry People and Donegal
News exclaimed happily that “the
long shadow cast over Donegal for
the past 25 years began to shorten
at midnight on Wednesday”’. It,
the Donegal Democrat and other
papers in border areas, looked for-
ward to a boost in the tourism
industry as a result.

In an editorial the following
week, the Donegal Democrat was
less optimistic, warning that the
Six Counties “is a tinderbox await-
ing a spark that could rekindle
conflagration yet again”. In a sep-
arate story, the paper recorded the
visit to the county of the Ulster

Society for the Promotion of
British Culture, for a historic tour
of the Lagan. The society was
greeted by members of Letterken-
ny Urban Council and presented
with council ties (and presentation
boxes of sweets for the women
and children). Reporter Connie
Duffy likened the fraternal visit as
the Ulsterbus crossed the border to
“’Apollo 11’s successful moon
landing mission of 25 years ago”.

The Sligo Champion of 2
September described the cessation
as “’a major turning point’’ but
warned that it was only the first
step “on a very long, hard road to
an agreed settlement”’.

The Roscommon Champion dis-
missed the “semantic and pedan-
tic” arg over the ¢ i
statement, saying that the cessa-
tion was “the single most signifi-
cant development in Irish history
since the Treaty which enshrined
partition and since violence broke
out in the North in 1969”. It con-
cluded that “in the final analysis,
in this as in so many matters,
actions speak louder than words”.

The Drogheda Independent was
cautiously hopeful, although this

positive tone was tempered by its
ready acceptance of spurious ‘IRA
racketeering’ stories and a homily
on the use of force.

The following week, 9 Septem-
ber, it carried a special page on the
new developments, headed A
New Dawn”, recording the opti-
mistic views of people in the town
who had been forced out or decid-
ed to move from the North.

erry’s Eye favoured a united

federal Ireland based on the
“now scorned Eire Nua docu-
ment of the ‘70s” but it added:
“There is no hurry. If the vio-
lence ends, we can debate at
leisure. Permanent peace ‘comes
dropping slow”.””

The Nationalist and Munster
Advertiser of 10 September
addressed itself to the unionists,
advising that “’they should not
stay aloof from the process of
peace that is evolving on this
island”.

_ The Nationalist and Leinster
Times of 9 September wondered if
the day was not far off when Ger-
ry Adams and James Molyneaux

could “sit at the one table and sup

. change.

H BY LIAM
O COILEAIN

from the one bowl”, but it con-
cluded that “’it will take longer
before Ian Paisley can find his way
into the 20th Century”’.

The Methodist minister of Port-
laocise and Mountmellick, Rev-
erend John Stephen, was hopeful
about the prospects and also had
an interesting local angle. “Would
it not be nice,” he wondered, “for
Portlaoise to be recognised on its
own merits rather than the town
which houses the Republic’s high-
security prison?”’

The Longford Leader of 9
September was churlish in its
front-page article by Eugene
McGee, who wondered if the ces-
sation was in fact an IRA surren-
der. In the paper of Albert
Reynolds’ heartland, he was laud-
ed throughout. Elsewhere, it
recorded that in Strokestown Dis-
trict Court, a judge, dealing with
traffic case in which a local man
alleged garda harassment, impa-
tiently fumed: “On this beautiful
day in Ireland, when the most seri-
ous vendetta has been buried, [
don’t want to hear about pel'50"al
vendettas.”” Some things never
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Burke pledges to stand b

News

SINN FEIN Dublin City Councillor Christy Burke said that he

was satisfied with last week”:

one-month'’s sentence
Tony Gregory TD.
The sentence was imposed on the
pair in the District Court in July
1987, arising from their participa-
tion in a peaceful protest by
Dublin street traders in July 1985.
They were charged with causing a
breach of the peace in O’Connell
Street. The street traders had
blocked the traffic in Protest after
a large number of gardai had driv-
en them off Henry Street. Within
20 minutes the gardaf, using
heavy-handed tactics and with
batons drawn, arrested every-
body. Burke and Gregory were
among them. .

Under the 1842 Police Act the
maximum fine is 40 shillings. The
judge decided to instead ask both
to sign a peace bond with a surety
of £1,000 or face a month'’s impris-
onment.

Both men pleaded guilty to
the original charge, but refused
to sign the bond as it would have

imposed

s High Court ruling quashing a
on himself and fellow Councillor

prevented them from making
public protests on any issues
concerning their constituents. In
January and February of 1986
respectively both men were
arrested and taken to Mountjoy
Prison for refusing to be bound
over. Burke, Gregory and a num-
ber of street traders spent two
weeks in Mountjoy. At the time
Christy Burke said:

“These people have a constitu-
tional right to earn a living and Sinn
Féin will not sit back and watch
them hounded off the streets.”

In 1987 they were again sent to
Mountjoy Prison for continuing to
refuse to sign the bond, but
appealed to the High Court within
days for a judicial review, arguing
that the imposition of such a strin-
gent measure was out of propor-
tion with the original offence.

In the High Court on Friday, 9
September, Judge Rory O’Hanlon

ruled that the District Court was
within its constitutional rights to
order the two men to sign the
bond or face a month’s imprison-
ment. But O’Hanlon also ruled
that because of the amount of time
which had elapsed that the order
for imprisonment should be
quashed as its purpose was spent.
Both councillors, however, will
have to pay their own costs.

Commenting on the decision,
Councillor Burke said:

“I feel that this was a dignified
outcome to the case. It was a fair
judgement. We could not have
signed the bond in all conscience
as it would have prevented us
from adequately working on
behalf of the street traders, a
group who are marginalised and
discriminated against.

“I personally will remain loyal
to the street traders. The problem
lies not with people who are fol-
lowing a long Dublin tradition of
earning a living, but with other
more influential groups who deny
them designated trading areas.”

y street traders

N e — 2 o2 ~
n Féin Councillor Christy Burke with Tony Gregory TD, at the original

o
court hearing in July 1987

Republicans in daring escape

B BY MICK NAUGHTON

THE BOLD AND DEFIANT bid for freedom by five republi-

can prisoners and a civilian

prisoner from the new state-of-

the-art high security Whitemoor Prison has led to calls by the

tahl;

British media and

hment for the r

ion of British

Home Secretary Michael Howard.

Last Friday’s break-out from

Whitemoor Prison in Cam-

‘bridgeshire, England, narrowly
failed when the alarm was raised,
guard dogs were let loose on the
escapees ,and the rapid deploy-
ment of a helicopter equipped
with thermal imaging technology,
searchlights and radar located two
of the POWs who got beyond the
prison’s perimeter.

Whitemoor Prison is one of
Britain’s newest and most sophis-
ticated prisons, built at a cost of
£52 million and only opened three
years ago. At the time of its open-
ing officials said that security was
impenetrable. Courage and inge-
nuity proved them wrong

The five republicans, Paul
Magee and Liam McCotter, both
from Belfast, Gilbert ‘Danny’
McNamee from Crossmaglen,
Peter Sherry from Tyrone and
Liam O Duibhir from Dublin are
all serving long sentences. Magee,
was one of six republicans who
shot their way to freedom from
Crumlin Road Jail in Belfast 13
years ago. Nonpolitical prisoner,
Andrew Russell, also took part in
the escape.

The bid for freedom began
when the six at the end of a

recreational period and just

before night-time logk-up put

their plan into action. The five
republican prisoners armed with
two pistols; had improvised lad-
ders and used wire cutters to cut
through the fences that blocked
their route to freedom. Daringly
they scaled four 35-feet high
walls topped with razor wire
and scanned by closed circuit
cameras.

Despite the fact that they were
locked in a prison within a prison,
the escapees avoided being detect-
ed on any of the dozens of surveil-
lance cameras covering their
escape route, and made it safely to
the outside. During this first part
of the escape, which began at
8.10pm, prison officer John Kettle-
brough was shot and slightly
wounded when he interfered with
the escape attempt.

On reaching the exterior of the
jail the escapees encountered a
dog patrol which had been alerted
because of the sound of gunfire.
The prison officers set the dogs on
the fleeing prisoners. Three shots
were fired in the air by the
escapees to try and deter their pur-
suers, but unfortunately four were
captured. The other two, Liam O

prisoners were found after their escape
Duibhir and Peter Sherry, made it
to the A114 roadway over a mile
away, where they concealed them-
selves in high grass close to the
ditch.

However, the roadway was
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speedily closed and the alert was
signalled to surrounding police
units and a helicopter patrol. It
was in this follow-up operation
that the two remaining escapees
were recaptured after two and a

half hours of frantic searching by
this large force of prison guards
,and armed police units.

Their return to the prison was
the signal for prison guards to
indulge in needless brutality against
the six ,which left them all (includ-
ing the nonpolitical escapee) requir-
ing emergency medical attention. _

Of the five republicans who
were beaten, Dingus Magee and
Danny McNamee suffered worst,
with McNamee requiring eleven

stitches to a head wound. All were
forcibly moved into solitary con-
finement despite several having
wounds which were still bleeding.

AP/RN has learnt that the five
will be split up (probably this
weekend) and dispatched to sepa-
rate prisons covering the length of
England. As in the past following
republican escapes or attempted
escapes this will almost certainly
take place without relatives being
notified. Some of these relatives
will be travelling to England this
week,-to visit their relatives and to
find out the extent of the injuries.

In the immediate aftermath of
the break-out, as it was being
announced that an inquiry was
being set up under Sir John Wood-
cock, instructions were being
hastily issued by the British Prison
Service that all prisons in England
holding Irish political hostages
were to be put on “a special state
of alert”’. This has resulted in
republican prisoners’ cells and
personal belongings all over
English prisons being pulled
apart, particularly at Belmarsh Jail.
This South London prison holds a
number of republican remand
prisoners.

Sinn Féin calls for ‘popular dimension’ to forum

INN FEIN'S Ard Chomhairl
to discuss the evolving pea

e met on Saturday, 10 September,
ce process. The Ard Chomhairle

congratulated the IRA for their courageous initiative.

The meeting heard a report from
Sinn Féin President Gerry Adams
on his discussion with Albert
Reynolds and John Hume. The
meeting also discussed a range of
options, including the party’s
preparation for the Forum for
Peace and Reconciliation and the
levels of harassment across the Six
Counties. Sinn Féin intends to set

up a network to monitor the
behaviour of crown forces.

After the meeting, party Gener-
al Secretary Lucilita Bhreatnach
said:

“There needs to be a popular
dimension to the forthcoming
forum. Submissions from cam-
Ly .U i vorv i i ¥
ing justice groups, women'’s

I B

groups, trade unions and farming
interests need to be part of the
forum. The future of Ireland is too
important to be left to the politi-
A
. Bhreatnach also called on the
British government to immedi-
ately dismantle their military
installations along the border,
and to stop destroying roads
opened by local residents.
Also on Saturday, Sinn Féin’s
Press Officer, Rita O’Hare,

denied that day’s Irish Press
report which stated that Gerry
Adams had met Albert Reynolds
a month ago. :

“"The story in today’s Irish
Press is untrue and malicious,”
she said. “In this climate, jour-
nalists have a responsibility to
accurately reflect the situation
and not run sensational stories
based on lies.”

Albert Reynolds also denied
the report, and the Irish Press said

on Monday that it accepted his
statement, ¢

On Tuesday, Sinn Féin represen-
tatives met with Dublin government
representatives in Government
Buildings to discuss the terms of ref-
erence for the proposed Forum for
Peace and Reconciliation. Sinn Féin
was represented by party chairper-
son, Tom Hartley, Sinn Féin General
Secretary Lucilita Bhreatnach and
Ard Chomhairle member Anne
Speed
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| LOYALISTS MUST
FACE REALITY

HIS WEEK'S UVF bomb attack in Dublin echoes other attacks earli-

er this year and those of previous years, most notably in 1972 and
1974. All these attacks were perpetrated against civilian targets and all
had the same purpose — to terrify people in the 26 Counties and, as a
result, pressurise the Dublin government into altering the course of its
policy towards the Six Counties.

The use of commercial explosives in recent UVF bomb attacks recalls the
memory of the 1974 bombings and the involvement of British intelligence in
acts of political violence south of the border. It is without doubt that the British
secret services in Ireland are amongst those most resistant to any fundamental
change to the political status quo because of the effect it will have on their role
in this country.

The recent activities of the loyalist death squads also offer the final
irrefutable proof, if such was needed, that loyalist violence is not reactive to
the actions of the IRA. This claim, peddled repeatedly by opinion-makers

amid media North and South for many years, has, in the context of a complete
cessation of military operations by the IRA, been exposed for the lie that
republicans always said it was. 2

Loyalist violence is reactive, not to the actions of the IRA, but to any sign of
forward political movement on this island. UVF bomb attacks against the citi-
zens of Dublin, like death squad killings of nationalist civilians in the Six
Counties, are the brutal physical manifestation of a reactionary philosophy
which opposes progress towards reconciliation, accommodation and lasting
peace in Ireland. ;

Decades of British -government support for unionism has encouraged the
inflexibility and tunnel vision which at its extremes results in indiscriminate
acts of violence to resist political change. It is with the British government that
the heaviest responsibility lies for encouraging unionists to finally come to
terms with reality. £

Not all the recent signs from the unionist community are depressing. This
week, Sinn Féin’s Six-County Chairperson Mitchel McLaughlin welcomed
signs that elements within that community understood the need for change
and accommodation in any future relationships. He said it was encouraging to
see that some unionists and elements within the business and professional
communities were prepared for the fundamental change that had to come, and
looked forward to constructive dialogue with representatives of the unionist
community “’sooner rather than later”.

He went on: “The veto exercised by the unionists is a negative power which
entrenches unionist attitudes and resistance to change. It inhibits any incentive
for the unionists to engage in meaningful dialogue. Peace and reconciliation
can only be achieved through the agreement of the people on this island and
any such agreement must be based on political maturity and a willingness to
create new structures acceptable to all.

“The effect of the veto has been to ensure that unionists have no self-inter-
est or encouragement to examine their role within an Irish political context.
British government policy has inhibited and removed any incentive to engage
in dialogue. The veto has promoted intransigence and an absolute unwilling-
ness to consider any proposal for political progress. 3

“Unionists need to accept the fact that inclusive, generous, political dia-
logue leading to all-Ireland discussions, represents the only real way for-
ward.”

News

RTE GUIDELINES RELAXED

British broadcasting
ban on last legs ==

RESSURE to remove censorship restrictions

against Sinn Féin has mounted in Britain and Ire-.
land since the IRA’s declaration of a cessation of mili-
tary operations. The British Trade Union Congress
(TUC) has unanimously approved a motion from the
National Union of Journalists (NUJ) for the lifting of
the six-year-old broadcasting ban against Sinn Féin,
while RTE has effectively relaxed its restrictive guide-
lines on live interviews with Sinn Féin members.

Addressing the TUC
congress in Blackpool, John
Freeman, Irish regional secre-
tary of the Transport and
General Workers' Union,
emphasised the onerous
responsibility on Britain in
securing a lasting peace in
Ireland by responding to the
IRA initiative. I hope this
opportunity for peace and
reconciliation is not going to
be jeopardised over seman-
tics that would appear to pla-
cate the right-wing of the
Tory party,” he said.
Delivering a fraternal
address to the Blackpool con-
ference as president of the
Irish Congress of Trade
Unions, Phil Flynn said that
Britain had a heavy onus to
contribute positively to the
peace process. “’Neither self-
ish considerations on their

or vio-- -

overwhelming support. The
British minister with respon-
sibility for broadcasting,
Douglas Hurd, has not indi-
cated whether he intends to
lift the ban.

Meanwhile, RTE manage-
ment has effectively dropped
its restrictive guidelines for
interviews with members of
Sinn Féin. No change, howev-
er, has been made yet to the
written guidelines issued in
January following the Dublin
government’s decision not to
renew Section 31. The guide-
lines banned live interviews
and required programme-
makers to prerecord all Sinn
Féin interviews.

But since the IRA
announcement, journalists
and programme-makers have
been allowed to include Sinn
Féin members on live pro-
for the very first

part nor intimidati

lence must be allowed to

derail the free democratic
play of forces as they have
done on a number of times in
the past.” The vote to remove
the broadcasting ban had

HERE 15 THE. SIX Q'CLOCK NEWS!
50 SIT BACK, RELAX AND CLOSE YOUR EYES..

SINN FEIN is dedicated to
forcing a British withdrawal
from the occupied Six Coun-
ties, the reunification of our
country and the establish-
ment of a democratic socialist
republic.

If you would like to join Sinn
Féin fill in the form below
and send it to Sinn Féin, 44
Parnell Square, Dublin 1.

Name

time. RTE Director of News
Joe Mulholland was quoted

_in the Irish Times on Wednes-

day, 8 September as saying
that the guidelines had been
reviewed recently “in the

light of ongoing develop-
ments”. Sinn Féin has again
called for the complete repes|
of Section 31 and the remova]
of discriminatory interna|
guidelines in relation to inter-
views with Sinn Féin mem-
bers.

The issues of censorship. .
and freedom of informa-
tion were also raised at a Let
In The Light (LITL) confer-
ence in Dublin last weekend,
LITL, the campaign
against censorship and secre-
cy, who organised the confer-"
ence are demanding that “the
principle of freedom of infor-
mation is enacted into Irish"
law”. E
The conference titled
‘Freedom of Information —
Making Democracy Effective’
had a range of speakers’
including Maurice Frankel,"
the director of the Campaign’
for Freedom of Information,
Eithne FitzGerald, Dublin
government minister of state”
and Ronan Brady, co-author
of Democracy Blindfolded:
Case for Freedont of Information.®
The conference raised the
case of Susan OKeefeyt
researcher facing char
over non-disclosure
sources and called for legisla- -
tion to allow government
documents to be seen by the
public and for an end to the
Official Secrets Act.

S 0
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Address

Tel:
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PEACE DIVIDEND
AND REALITY

B BY HILDA Mac THOMAS
— as some commentators, politi-
with tunnel vision would say —
peace dividend”. An economic and

— MYTH [

-8

has preferred a system of grace
and favour which showered politi-
cally-acceptable bodies with mon-
ey and vetted groups suspected of
being anti-British or pro-republi-
can. One such ‘acceptable’ body is
the Phoenix Trust, run by the
Catholic Church and the SDLP.

NOW that we “have peace”
cians and business people
let us all look forward to the “

social boom, we are told, will
peace”, to quote the words of R

Confederation of British Industry in the Six

The US government has asked
Dublin and London to submit
bids. Various sums have been
mentioned, the last one around
$200 million. This sum is equiva-
lent to the British government’s
spending in the Six Counties for
two to three weeks.
* It is worth remembering also
that cash promised by the US gov-
. ernment to various countries
where a conflict had been settled,
such as Palestine or South Africa,
has yet to materialise. Current US
subvention is paid through the
International Fund for Ireland,
and amounts to $19.8 million per

ear.
And this raises ques-

“follow a sustained period of
oy Baillie, the chairperson of the
Counties.
attracted fly-by-night companies
who leave once they have found
a better deal elsewhere. Strat-
hearn Audio and De Lorean
Motors are two examples.

The other problem is the lack of
specific industrial skills in
areas of high unemployment. The
various youth training schemes set
up, mainly to take people off the
dole for a while, have been severe-
ly lacking in providing these skills
to young people of nationalist
areas.

The institutionalised discrimi-
nation which nationalists have
suffered since partition, must be

tion, Who would administer this
aid money? In Monday’s Irish
News, the SDLP’s Eamon Hanna
wrote that the Phoenix Trust, of
which he is executive director, had
already made a submission to the
US government. In it, he said, the
trust suggested that areas of high
ploy t be desig 2123
‘most favoured regions’ for corpo-
ration tax pu
Many people of West Belfast
have bad memories of this
of scheme, which in the past,

. local

d. The British gov t,
up to now, has been unwilling to
take the bold steps needed to
effect this reversal. Nationalists
and their community organisa-
tions need to continue campaign-
ing vigourously for a complete
package which would raise the
skills of the loyed and set

As for the IFI’s track record in
selecting worthy targets for fund-
ing, it has been rather poor. From
the refurbishing of a bank to the
empty white elephant of a heritage
centre in Coalisland, examples
abound of misdirected funding,
particularly in the early years of
the fund, set up in 1988.

Much of its recent funding has
been directed towards retail,
tourism and cultural projects.
Retail is a poor indicator of eco-
nomic health. The people who get
jobs out of such schemes are usu-
ally women, low-paid, part-time,
and poorly or not unionised.

here is no doubt that the econ-

omy of the Six Counties will
need restructuring, given in par-
ticular, the large number of people
employed in the ‘security’ sector,
and the pockets of chronic unem-
ployment.

Many economists have, for a
while now, agreed that Irish reuni-
fication makes economic sense.
Various ideas such as a unified
ekdriclny grid, and a South-North

ipeline will undoub

up wealth-creating ventures in
their areas.

The British government has
the past, quashed by

in

& P
edly be implemented in the next
few

years.
But once again, the political
da behind each economic

community groups to set up
such locally-based ventures, and

venture must be written those

maost directly concerned, Irish

® Gerry

R

Adams in the Shost Strand last week said that peace will bring an

economic dividend — but there also has to be equality

people, and particularly local com-
munities and sections of the popu-
lation most economically
deprived.

All these various aspects of the
debate have been framed in the
context of a big lie being created in
front of our eyes. It goes like this:

“The IRA was the main
or sole cause of violence in
Ireland. Now that they have
ceased operating, Ireland is
at peace. The IRA wrecked
the economy. In order to
rebuild it, and prevent vio-
lence from recurring, the
British government, the
European Union and the
United States are preparing
to throw cash at Northern
Ireland.”

The reality is completely differ-
ent, not to say a lot more complex.
The IRA made a bold and gener-
ous gesture two weeks ago by

with its 30,000-plus armed person-
nel on the ground, backed by an
infrastructure of barracks, check-
points and spyposts, and an arse-
nal of emergency laws. Indeed, the
second main source of violence in
the Six Counties — the loyalist
death squads — have not declared
a cease-fire.

The causes of the conflict are
the violations of human rights and
national rights in Ireland. Political
pressure and agitation are forcing
the London and Dublin govern-
ments to address these, but it is a
slow process and there is a long
way to go.

The British government con-
tained the conflict by increasing
public expenditure in the North,
18% of which was spent on ‘Law,
Order and Protective Services’ —
LOPS as the British government
refers to it.

Decades of unionist misrule
and discrimination had created a

- a r
of its military operations. This has
yet to be emulated by the main
source of Six Coun-
ties — the British government,

biased y. Direct rule creat-

ed a 25-year economic holding

pattern. Before dealing with the

ace dividend, a real, just and
peace must first be bullt.

Drowning Harney seeks Thatcherite life belt

AFI'ER A SUMMER OF BODY BLOWS, including two damag-

ing defections with possibl

y more pending and a bruising

EU election campaign, Mary Hamney, not even finished her first
year as party leader, strains to hold together her dissipating

democrats.
The PDs were reeling after Pat
Cox left to stand as an indepen-
dent in Munster in the EU election
and defeated party founder Dessie
O’Malley. Then, last week, Water-
ford TD Martin Cullen defected to
Fianna Fail, citing Harney’s
grudging response to the peace
process as one of his reasons —
shades of rats from sinking ships.
The panacea prescribed by
Harney for the Progressive
Democrats’ mounting ills is a dose
of privatisation, the unleashing of
double jobber Michael McDowell
as finance spokesperson and the
probable return of former chief
Desocrat O’Malley as spokesper-
son on the Six Counties. 2
Readers of Sunday newspapers
were treated last weekend to the
thoughts and musings of Harney
as she struggled to put the Cullen
debacle behind her. He had a fear
of women, Harney told Olivia
O’Leary, while she confided to
Emily O'Reilly that: “I'll bloody
show them, I'm going to have all
these pundits in a year saying that
these things have come round for
Harney, just like they’re saying for
Bruton.”

That Harney should envy the
lame-duck leader of Fine Gael,
shows the dire straits in which she
finds herself.

In the O'Leary interview, Har-

to and what policies they should
be advocating.

“I really believe in radical not
redundant. I don't like the politics
of blandness.” Harney, articulat-
ing corporate-speak, said the ratio-
nalisation of the PDs was “a bit
like a business-rescue plan”. The
PDs, she said, needed “a clearer
focus, a clearer image”.

Harney'’s resuce plan is in stark
contrast to Dessie O’Malley’s
bland and meaningless assertion
in March 1993 that “the Progres-
sive Democrats represents this
country’s best hope for the future.
Because it’s in the future our
vision is placed. In the future of
our country of our people.”

The main plank in Harney’s
new PD policy is privatisation.

@ Dissipating D: leader Mary

“The state is more d now
than when we were formed in
1985, claims Harney. Taking the
monetarist Ladybird Books view
of economics, Harney argues that
“’obviously you can’t sell every-
thing off in one day. I would look
at every single enterprise and say,
should we be doing this?”

Harney claimed that the state
sector was full of “overmanned
state companies and that puts up
the price to the consumer, the
individual’’.

The British experience, where the
privatisation of water, gas and elec-
tricity utilities has meant the rip-off
of consumers and job losses, was

lost on Harney. Also not contested
by her interviewer was her assertion
that the advertising campaigns of
“cosy monopolies¥ are an abuse of
the “huge marketing budget”” such
companies have.

This leads one to the conclusion
that Mary Harney lives in a world
where the marketing campaigns of
Pepsi, Coke, Nike, and even Guin-
ness are acceptable, while a simi-
lar public-sector campaign is
somehow unfair.

It is unfair for the state to have
a monopoly in a successful prof-
itable public-sector corporation
like Telecom, but it is perfectly

Hamey — captain of a sinking ship
acceptable for multinationals like
Cable and Wireless, or AT&T and
British Telecom to have a virtual
private-sector monopoly of such
an Irish public sector company.
That seems to be the current PD
logic.

he last tactic in Harney’s res-

cue plan is the move of
Michael McDowell from Six-
County spokesperson to finance,
where he can give full vent to his
free-market rants. One Sunday
newspaper has a senior party
member descibing McDowell: “It’s
as though he never had a chance

& BY NEIL FORDE

to mature or something. I shiver
when I hear him sometimes.”

McDowell led the PD rant
against the Irish Peace Initiative,
describing the term national self-
determination as Provo-speak in
April 1993. McDowell’s other
well-known positions on the con-
flict in Ireland were his constant
demands for changes in Dublin’s
already unique extradition laws
and the abandonment of Articles
Two and Three.

His probable successor, Des
O’'Malley’s position on formulat-
ing PD policy is equally clear.
O’Malley is the minister who
introduced the Offences Against
the State Act in 1972 and told Mag-
ill in 1986 that PD policy ““will
often have to be a reaction to
events that are happening there, or
events as they happen in terms of
Anglo-Irish relations”.

In 1990, O'Malley claimed that
“the greatest problem afflicting
this island today is the continuing
agony of Northern Ireland, caused
primarily by the murder campaign
of the IRA”. In 1991, advocating
Section 31, O'Malley declared: “I
am glad that they [‘the men of vio-
lence’] are denied access to the air-
waves to forment hatred.”

In his 1992 annual conference
address, O’Malley told delegates
that he found the decision to ban
Sinn Féin from the Mansion House
“gratifying"’. So, eight years on,
the PDs are still peddling the same
mix of Thatcherite, neo-unionist
politics. They didn’t “‘break the
mould”, Dessie didn't “do it”” and
Mary Harney’s new image seems
doomed to failure. it
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intelligence within

African connection.

NEXT WEEK Sinn Féin publishes a revised
and updated booklet British Intelligence,
Brian Nelson and the Rearming of the loyalist
death squads. Nelson worked for British

for assassination, and imported arms from
South Africa. The Nelson scandal exposes the
extent of collusion between British _forces and
loyalist death squads and in this chapter
which we reproduce here shows the South

the UDA, set up people

HE CLOSE LINK between the official and unofficial
arms of the British war effort in Ireland has always
meant loyalist killers have had relatively easy access to

crown forces’ weaponry.

When the UVF killed four men
in Cappagh, County Tyrone, on
the 3 March 1991, for instance,
the muzzle for one of the guns
used was found at the scene
and identified as one which
could only have come from a
British army weapon. The dis-
covery was made all the more
significant when the RUC
admitted the guns used in the
attack were used in seven other
killings in the Lurgan and Mid-
Ulster area by the UVF.

But if loyalists have ever
been in need of extra weaponry,
British intelligence has provid-
ed it. In 1974, leading loyalist
William McGrath imported
arms from Holland with the col-
lusion of British intelligence.
McGrath, who had been instru-
mental in the moves to set up
the UDA, headed a loyalist
‘doomsday’ planning group
called Tara, but was best known
as a rapist in the Kincora Boys
Home case. The Dutch arms
import took place at the lime of
the UDA-managed Ulster
Waorkers’ Council strike against
the Sunningdale Power-Sharing
Executive. The arms shipment
was never recovered.

William McGrath had links
through British Military Intelli-
gence with the White Apartheid
regimes in Rhodesia and South
Africa and was later described
by a former associate, Clifford -
Smyth, as ““a gunrunner”’.

In 1985, British intelligence
again helped loyalists acquire
weaponry, this time using Brian
Nelson as their gunrunner.

The South African-loyalist
link was further aided by a 48-
year-old ex-merchant seaman
originally from Portadown,
who had gone to live in South
Africa.

Dick Wright’s Ulster connec-
tions made him a useful inter-
mediary — he was the uncle of
Alan Wright, leader of the
Ulster Clubs and co-founder of
a loyalist paramilitary organisa-
tion set up with the support of
the DUP, Ulster Resistance. He
was also an agent for Armscor,
the South African state-owned
company, which, in defiance of
the 1977 United Nations arms
embargo, set about making
South Africa self-sufficient in
military hardware.

Within a decade, Armscor
had made the country one of
the world’s top ten arms

exporters. It was particularly
anxious to acquire a sophisticat-
ed modern missile system for
use in Angola and Namibia.
Israel (which had given South
Africa its start in the arms busi-
ness, supplying designs for
ships, missiles and small arms)

was equally keen to get details
of the most advanced missile
available — the Starstreak being
developed by Shorts in Belfast.

In 1985, Dick Wright visited
the home in East Belfast of a
senior UDA leader. His offer
was to supply guns to the order
of at least a quarter of a million
pounds, but missile parts or
plans would be an acceptable
alternative to cash.

The offer was taken seriously
by the UDA. Leader John
McMichael sent UDA intelli-
gence chief and British army
intelligence agent Brian Nelson
to South Africa to investigate
the possibility of a deal. In
February 1992, Private Eye
reported that Nelson’s visit was
cleared not only by the Ministry
of Defence dirty war directors,

- but also by an unnamed British

government minister.

The crowds travelling from
Belfast to London over the
weekend of 7/8 June 1985 for
the McGuigan/Pedroza boxing
match provided cover for the
first part of Nelson'’s journey.

uring his two weeks in

South Africa, Nelson was
shown warehouses full of
weapons by Dick Wright, repre-
senting the South African state.
Other reports have claimed that
Nelson also met Charles Simp-
son, a South African Defence
Forces (SADF) member who
was also an MI5 agent. Charles
Simpson had left William
McGrath’s Tara group in the
early 1970s, went to Rhodesia to
fight for lan Smith’s regime and
joined the SADF in the early
1980s. Nelson is alleged to have
inspected a consignment of
arms in Durban with Simpson,
arms later shipped to the Six
Counties. One account states
that this shipment landed in the
Six Counties in December 1989.

Whoever the contact or con-
tacts, Nelson made a deal. The
loyalists were to supply South
African agents with missile
secrets or parts — if possible a
complete Shorts-missile system
— in return for a substantial
shipment of arms. Some reports
stated the South Africans also
promised finance of up to £1
million.

In June 1987, the robbing of
the Northern Bank in Portad-
own provided the loyalists with
money for the deal to go ahead
— £150,000 of the £325,000 tak-
en in the raid was spent on
South African arms. This
bought more weaponry than
the UDA could handle, so the
UVF and Ulster Resistance were
made ‘partners’ in the enter-
prise. A top secret unit respon-

@ BRIAN NELSON
sible for developing channels of
communication on behalf of
several loyalist paramilitary
groups was set up.

Roy Metcalfe, a member of
the unit, represented Ulster
Resistance in the negotiations.
When he was executed by the
IRA in October 1989, Ulster
Resistance claimed he had been
‘set up’ by British intelligence.

The deal was completed and
final arrangements were made
in December 1987. Military
intelligence had been informed
by Brian Nelson of develop-
ments at every stage of the pro-
ceedings; he passed on all the
details including the method to
be used to smuggle in the
weapons. No action was taken.

At the end of December
1987, Joseph Fawzi, a Lebanese
intermediary employed by a US
arms dealer working for the
South Africans, dispatched a
huge consignment of arms
which landed without difficulty
in January 1988 somewhere
along the County Down coast.
Two hundred AK47 ic

F—uy B e

South A
Britain’s dea

South African operation when
he told me that because of the
deep suspicion the seizure
would have aroused, to protect
me, it had been decided to let
the first shipment into the coun-
try untouched.”

Nelson’s involvement in set-
ting up the UDA's transport
system meant he, and therefore
British intelligence, knew the
location of the farmhouse where
the weapons would be stored
initially after landing. Yet, at the
time of Nelson’s trial, British
Intelligence was telling the
BBC’s Inside Ulster that their
surveillance of the shipment
had “broken down”. Later they
claimed they had “lost track” of
the shipment, but never dis-
closed at what point this is sup-
posed to have happened.

On 8 January 1988, Davy
Payne, an ex-British paratroop-
er and a UDA brigadier, was
arrested outside Portadown as
he transported 60 assault rifles,
rockets and handguns — the
portion of the shipment
assigned to the UDA. At the
time, the arrest was attributed
to good luck and ‘keen observa-
tion’. The UDA did not appear
overly concerned with the
seizure and in fact, later dis-
owned Payne. On the 14 March
1988, it held a press conference
announcing “a resumption” of
its military campaign and stat-
ing that despite the interception
of its portion of the South
African shipment, it was “better
equipped than ever before”,

Davy Payne’s arrest in the
Portadown seizure also drew

ion to Ulster Resi e. A

alanh h

rifles, 90 Browning pistols,
around 500 fragmentation
grenades, 30,000 rounds of
ammunition and a dozen RPG7
rocket launchers disappeared
without trace, the haul having
apparently been divided into
three parts shortly after its
arrival.

If discovered, the arms
would not have revealed their
true origin; many were Czech-
made weapons initially used by
the PLO in Lebanon where they
had been captured by the
Israelis and sold to Armscor.

The shipment had not been
let in through negligence,
mistake or oversight. The deci-
sion to allow it to go ahead had
been taken (presumably at the
highest levels) months before.
Brian Nelson states in a prison
journal:

“In 1987 I was discussing
with my handler Ronnie the

P n written on
Payne’s hand turned out to be
that of Noel Lyttle, a civil ser-
vant, former member of the
UDR and close associate of Ian
Paisley and Peter Robinson.
Lyttle had stood for the DUP as
a candidate in local government
elections and was a member of
the coordinating committee
which set up Ulster Resistance.
In November 1988, an Ulster
Resistance dump was uncov-
ered in Richhill, County
Armagh. Along with Ulster
Resistance berets were Shorts
missile parts, army fatigues and
detailed maps of the Monaghan
area, just south of the border.

In 1989, Lyttle was warned
on two or three occasions that
he was under surveillance by
the crown forces. Even his ques-
tioning and release without
charge did not interrupt Ulster
Resistance attempts to renegoti-
ate with the South Africans for
further weapons.
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@ A section of the UDA’s consignment of weapons which were uncovered in |

outside Portadown in 1988

pipe; stolen \\‘cwtownards
Barracks, where Quinn served.

In April 1989, the three —
Noel Lyttle, Sampel Quinn and
James King, were arrested in
Paris along with arms dealer
Douglas Bernhardt and a South
African diplomat, Daniel Storm.

Storm claimed diplomatic
immunity and was expelled
from France. A'diplomatic row
blew up — butthere was more
noise than genuine surprise on
the part of the British authori-
ties, who were well aware of

Bernhardt's activities. A natu-
ralised American citizen, born
in South Africa and married to

The Starstreak, being devel- an Englishwoman, he had oper-
oped under a £225 million Min- ated a gun dealErship, Field
istry of Defence contract at Arms, in Mayfair, London, for
Shorts, was what the South three years. Hisbusiness hag
Africans wanted. A fully opera- received material assistance
tional unit had been on display from the British Department of
until a few hours before a raid Employment.
in 1987 in which Ulster Resis- The security Services knew
tance had stolen a Javelin aim- of Bernhardt's loyalist connec-
ing unit. The extraordinary tions; they k“""he Was the US
coincidence did not raise any dealer involved iR the Janya;
suspicions. The discovery of the 1988 shipment. Y woulg a1cq
Ulster Resistance hide, Lyttle’s have been awar® that Armscor
questioning and the warnings agent Dick Wiight hagq been
were ignored and three Ulster employed asa“'"kﬂing execu-
Resistance members travelled to tive by Field AmS. Noe] Lyttle
Paris to negotiate with the later admitted that he } 4
South Africans, who had known Dick Wrightas ap Arm-
already made a down payment scor agent who had Tepresented
of £50,000.

They were offering not only
the missile parts they had
acquired (which though not
operational could be used for
research purposes) but exper-
tise in firing the weapons. One
of the three, Samuel Quinn, was
a senior NCO in the Ulster Air
Defence Regiment of the Terri-
torial Army. Quinn trained
recruits in the use of the Blow-
pipe missile. One of the
weapons offered to the South
Africans was a dummy Blow-
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adier Davy Payne’s car

the South African state for
“quite a few years”.

No request for the extradi-
tion of the three was made. No
request was made for an inves-
tigation into Bernhardt or his
company, the Geneva-based
Agencia Utica, although the

& dplomatic  Swiss authorities did hold one
§s expelled  of their own.
lmatic row The Ulster Resistance mem-
T was more  bers were released on bail. Fol-

prise on
sh authori-
ell aware of

lowing the ‘revelations’ of
contacts between the South
African government and the

U5 A natu-  Paris trio, the British govern-
10tzen, born - ment expelled three South
f‘maried to African Embassy personnel.
thebad oper-  They were Staff Sergeant Mark
hip, Field  Brunwer, who did not appear
i London, for  on the diplomatic list and was
business had described in the press as “a
lassistance technical officer”’; the First Sec-
Patment of  retary of the embassy, Jan
Castelyn; and Etienne Fourie.
ces knew Although the Foreign Office
st connec- emphasised that they had been
“¥s the US  chosen at random, it must have
'Be Januar,

been just another coincidence
that Etienne Fourie was consid-
ered the ‘eyes and ears’ of the
London embassy and had
worked as a journalist in the
North in the 1970s.

Whatever the true story
behind the arrest of the Paris
Three, loyalist arms dumps

f‘ el Lyttle
it he hag

250n, Alan Wrj 1
h right of the Ulster Clubs and Noel Lyttle, for 2 .
¢ amresteq trying to exchange missile parts for weapons with South African diplomats

were in no urgent need of fresh
supplies. Two thirds of the vast
shipment arranged by Nelson
has never been uncovered, and
there are indications that the
January 1988 shipment might
not have been the only one aris-
Ing out of his South African
contacts.

f further evidence was need-

ed that British intelligence
Wwas involved in the arming of
loyalist death squads aside from
the Nelson case, it was provid-
ed in the court reports of the tri-
al of Robert Henry, charged in
connection with the killing of
Sinn Féin Councillor John Dav-
ey. Henry was the son of a busi-
nessman killed by the IRA in
1987 for continuing, despite
several warnings, to do con-

struction work for British mili-

tary bases in Ireland. At a
pretrial hearing, the defence
counsel alleged that a British
soldier working for military
intelligence had given Robert
Henry photos of people he
claimed killed his father and
had helped him contact a Lon-
don arms dealer with a view to
smuggling £1 million worth of
weapons to the UVE.

An example of the loyalist
attacks in which weaponry
traceable to the South African
consignment was used occurred
within two days of the end of
Nelson’s trial. Five people were
killed in a UDA massacre at
Sedn Graham bookmakers on
the Ormeau Road, Belfast. On
22 October 1993, a member of
the Ulster Young Militants (the
still legal youth section of the
UDA) was charged with sup-

lying one of the East European
fs)sqanuglt rifles from the British
intelligence arranged shipment
to the Ormeau Road killers.

Raymond Smallwood, the
leader of the UDA brigade
which carried out the Ormeau
Road massacre, visited South
Africa later in 1993. Smallwood,
a prominent member of the
UDA Inner Council and UDA
representative on the Combined

former UDR soldier and DUP

Loyalist Military Command,
went with Ken Kerr and several
other leading loyalists and met
representatives of the Inkatha
Movement in the Fredericksen
building in Johannesburg in
March 1993,

The purpose of the meeting
Wwas never djsclosed, but
Inkatha and the loyalists had
more in common than the posi-
tions they occupied in the polit-
ical landscape of their
respective countries. It was later
revealed by the South African
Goldstone Commission that one
of the South African Apartheid
regime’s death squad organis-
ers, Colonel Eugene De Kock,
was the original source of gun-
running to both Inkatha and to
loyalist death squads during the
1980s.

At the time of the Ormeau
massacre and an attack by an
RUC officer on Sinn Féin offices
on the Falls Road on 4 February
1994 in which three people were
killed, Direct Ruler Peter
Brooke made the following
ironic statement in the British
House of Commons:

“The overwhelming majority
of the people of Northern Ire-
land deeply abhor and want no
part of, the wanton destruction
perpetrated by that tiny minori-
ty who, without democratic,
moral or spiritual authority,
have taken upon themselves the
right to decide who should live
or die... We will take whatever
action is necessary to bring ter-
rorism to an end. But we will
not abandon the underlying
principle of our security policy,
which is determination to deal
with terrorism under the rule of
law.”

For its part, in its statement
the IRA called for no sectarian
retaliation for the killings and
said:

““The attacks over the last week
seek to spread fear and terror in our
country. The aim is to demoralise
nationalists and to deflect attention
away from Britain’s central role in
this war by drawing people into
futile sectarian conflict.”

The British strategy the IRA

. was pointing to was similar to

an equally deadly one being
pursued around the same time
by members of the Apartheid
regime in South Africa. The
strategy was aimed at thwarting
the moves towards democracy
by increasing so-called ‘Black-
on-Black’ violence through train
massacres and township vio-
lence. In the dying days of the
regime, the Goldstone Commis-
sion, led by Sir Richard Gold-
stone found that a group called

Third Force, run by three of
South Africa’s most senior
police, was involved in organis-
ing political murders, the man-
ufacture, purchase and
smuggling of weapons and
their supply to the Inkatha Free-
dom Party, along with full-com-
bat training.

Goldstone named a key fig-
ure in Third Force as Colonel
Eugene De Kock, who headed a
notorious police death squad in
the ‘80s that operated from a
farm near Pretoria called Vlak-
plaas. De Kock’s familiarity
with Ireland went beyond his
gun-running links with loyal-
ists. As dirty tricks chief of

' South African intelligence he

had been involved in a joint

' British/South African intelli-

gence bid to jointly discredit the
ANC and the IRA. The bid,
dubbed ‘Project Echoes’ was lat-
er revealed in South African
Supreme Court records.

Dz Kock’s role in anti-ANC
warfare was exposed by a
former South African policeman
turned whistle blower, Dirk
Coetzee. Coetzee fled to Zambia
in 1989 and ended up living in
London in 1991. In November
1992, a secret South African
investigation prompted by
British media speculation found
that British intelligence agent
Charles Simpson and members
of the RUC had been involved
in a plot to kill Coetzee which
De Kock had sanctioned.

The investigation revealed
that RUC officers provided
surveillance and intelligence on
Coetzee and also offered to
‘take him out’. Two South
African Defence Force agents
negotiated with Simpson and
RUC officers on a trip to Lon-
don and Ireland in April 1991.

The two were Pamela Du
Randt, a captain in the South
African intelligence service and
secretary to the head of South
Africa Military Intelligence,
Christoffel van der Westhuizen;
and Leon Flores, an ex-police-
man on the South African Intel-
ligence payroll.

Flores paid £2,000 to Charles
Simpson “for services rendered
by his RUC friends” in monitor-
ing the activities of Dirk Coetzee.
When Flores and Du Randt came
to London, Charles Simpson took
them to meet what British intelli-
gence claimed were three loyalist
assassins at the Three Kings pub
in Kensington. The South African
intelligence inquiry stated the

® Peter Robinson with former UDA chief John McMichael

two of the three were RUC offi-
cers.

Following the Three Kings
meeting, Du Randt and Flores
travelled with Simpson via Dun
Laoghaire port to a second
meeting in Hillsborough, Coun-
ty Down. There, further pay-
ment by means of the supply of
Semtex explosives, weapons,
night vision equipment and
electronic  eavesdropping
devices was discussed for the
continued monitoring of Coet-
zee.

These claims made in the

internal South African investiga-
tion were later confirmed in the -
South African Supreme Court
when Flores and Du Randt were
subpoenaed to appear at the
inquest into the murder of Bheki
Mlangeni, a Tawyer who had
earlier been killed in South
Africa in a parcel bomb intend-
ed for Dirk Coetzee.

The Dublin-based Phoenix
magazine has reported the
agreement to monitor and kill
Coetzee was an attempt to sting
South African Military Intelli-
gence by British intelligence,
giving the latter leverage in per-
suading the South Africans to

keep quiet about British
involvement in the arming of
loyalist killer gangs.

The full details of the role of
Eugene De Kock in servicing
British-backed death squads in
the Six Counties may yet
emerge, to the embarrassment
of his British contacts and the
RUC. He survived the changes
in South Africa and had even
been awarded a £250,000 gold-
en handshake in the final days
of De Klerk’s regime. In April
‘94 he attempted to travel to
Hillsborough through Dublin to
meet a man he had known
through ‘Project Echoes’.

But De Kock never got a
chance to barter his political
asylum with British intelli-
gence. Nor did Dublin gardai
get to question him on his
involvement in the supply of
arms which have killed
dozens of Irish citizens since
1988.

Acting under the advice of
British intelligence via the RUC,
on 20 April 1994, Irish Justice
Minister Maiire Geoghegan
Quinn, signed an order pro-
hibiting De Kock from entering
Ireland. But on his return to
Pretoria, De Kock was arrested
on 5 May 1994 and is now in
prison awaiting trial under four
murder charges.
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Bree slams sectarian state at Lync

News

An Phoblacht/Republican News ;

VERY LARGE CROWD assembled at the memorial to Liam
Lynch on the Knockmealdown Mountains on Sunday last,
11 September, to hear Alderman Declan Bree TD give a wide
ranging and comprehensive speech during the course of an ora-

tion.

He traced Liam Lynch’s career
from the 1916-'21 war, to the
Civil War which followed the
acceptance of the Treaty. He
pointed out that in the aftermath
of this struggle the old colonial
relationship was to be continued
in the Six Counties in a new
more vicious form — a sectarian
political slum carved out solely
to protect Britain’s interests in
these islands.

He further stated that the peri-
od since the introduction of British
troops onto the streets of the Six
Counties was marked by harass-
ment, brutality, ill-treatment, tor-
ture, internment, political
executions, the deadly and
widespread use of plastic bullets
and the collusion between loyalist
death squads and the crown
forces.

® LIAM LYNCH

The cease-fire, he said, was
welcomed by nationalists, social-

- played the lament and a wreath

ists, democrats and republicans
throughout Ireland and that they
now looked forward with hope
and confidence to the next phase
of consolidating peace, building
reconciliation and searching for a
peaceful settlement with our fel-
Jlow Protestant countrymen and
women of the Six Counties.

He concluded his oration by
stating that the IRA cease-fire
was the best news that the peo-
ple of this country had received
for 25 years and he urged
everyone to join in a process
which would help to bring a
lasting and just peace to this
island.

A lone piper from the Thomas
Davis Pipe Band, Mallow,

was laid on behalf of the Repub-
lican Movement by Malachy
McCreesh. Enda O’Riordan,
(Clonmel)thanked the people for
their unswerving support over
many years and the ceremony
drew to a close with the playing
of Amhrdn na bhFiann.

@ Labour TD Declan Bree

h ceremony

Irish delegates describe Turkish atrocities

TURKISH helicopter gunship attacks on a UN Kurdish refugee
camp, a village of over 1,000 people forcibly evacuated by the
army, a journalist tortured by police for three days and a Kurdish
civilian who was mutilated by Turkish police. These were among
the human rights violations committed by the Turkish state
uncovered by the ten-member Irish delegation which visited the

region from the 10-21 August.

The delegation heard
and saw physical evidence of a
Turkish army bombardment of a
UN Kurdish refugee camp in
northern Irag. Two weeks ago,
according to refugees, two Cobra
helicopters launched a machine-
gun and rocket attack on the
camp, leaving several dead and
many more injured. The camps,
which provide shelter to around

16,000 Kurdish people, are regu-
larly under fire from the Turkish

leave their homes or face death.
The reason, they said, was
because they refused to take up
arms in the state war against left-
wing PKK guerrillas.

In Istanbul, a journalist, Saffet
Tepe, was interviewed by dele-
gates three days after his release
from prison where he was tor-

tured. Tepe, who works for the
d cracy

According to his newspaper,
over 30 of its journalists have been
killed in the last 16 months with
the alleged involvement of the
state security apparatus.

The delegation interviewed a
Kurdish civilian who had an ear
cut off and was buried and left for
dead by police. He said they
attempted to kill him because they
d him of being a guerrilla.

army, according to the refug
Delegates also received
accounts of intimidation and
death threats by the Turkish
army from civilians in the Kur-
dish village of Gunduz. Many
villagers told the delegation that
the community of over 1,000
were ordered by the military to

P Y paper Osgur
Ulke, was arrested along with
three colleagues in the Kurdish
town of Van on 10 August on
charges of separatism. His torture
consisted of hanging by the wrists
for 30 hours, beatings on his feet
and death threats. He was finally
released on 13 August.

The man is now in hiding and in
fear of his life.

Photographic and film evi-
dence of these attacks on civil-
ians was seized by Turkish
“‘anti-terrorist” police as the del-
egation returned from northern
Iraq. The delegation was

detained under armed guard at
Silopi, inside the Turkish border,
for over 17 hours. A female
member of the delegation, Bren-
da Nixon, was forcibly strip-
searched.

The material confiscated
included six hours of video
tapes, 14 rolls of film, one audio
cassette and 200 pages of notes.
The notes were later returned.
Police told the delegation tha*
the confiscated material would
be forwarded to the British Con-
sulate after being examined. The
delegation of ten includes
lawyers, trade unionists, journal-
ists, film-makers and human
rights activists.

US trip raises
concern over [FI

H BY TONY MASTROGIORGIO

SAN FRANCISCO resident John Fogarty joined a fact-finding
mission to Ireland last month to explore discrimination in
employment and British forces’ activities in a series of meetings
with government officials, political and community leaders and

grass-roots activists.

Fogarty, who travelled as the head
of the Bay Area chapter of the Irish
American Unity Conference,
returned from Ireland convinced
of the need for MacBride Princi-
ples legislation and with serious
concerns regarding the adminis-
tration of the International Fund
for Ireland.

The delegation attempted to
present letters supporting the fact-
finding mission from the Secretary
of State for Mexico and several San
Francisco government officials
(including City Supervisors Kevin
Shelley, Bill Maher and Terence
Hallinan) to the British Northern
Secretary, but they were refused.
Despite this setback, the group
met with a wide variety of politi-
cal groups from Sinn Féin to the
Democratic Unionist Party. “We
were determined to meet with
everyone possible. We felt it was
important to consider all opinions

. ~pastEyear§.' e

in our report,” Fogarty said.

The fund (IFI) is a conduit of
American tax dollars to communi-
ty development groups through-
out the 32 Counties. According to
Fogarty, the trip raised serious
questions about the distribution of
the money. Fogarty cited two
instances as characteristic exam-
ples.

In one case, he described a man
from the Ardoyne area of Belfast
who does extensive work with
children, arranging outings and
camping'trips for over 100 at a
time. The man cannot get IFI mon-
ey from the notoriously conserva-
tive area administrator because he
is an ex-prisoner. Fogarty points
out that in an area like Ardoyne,
nearly every male of a certain age
is going to be an ex-prisoner due
to internment and the high level of
political imprisonment over the

work-force including
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THE MacBRIDE PRINCIPLE

carry out affirmative ac

The other instance concerned
Queen’s University in Belfast,
which has done little to redress
the imbalance in staffing despi
having received many thousands
of dollars from the IFI, according
to Fogarty. In addition, the uni-
versity has paid out thousands
in discrimination settlements. “I
think the American taxpayers
have a right to an accounting of
their money and the'right to

tion principles.
December 21st'1984.

approve how it’s being use.” The
delegation’s suggestion that they
may support a withdrawal of IFI
funds from the university caused
headlines in Belfast.

Overall, Fogarty was sharply
critical of the record of the Fair
Employment Agencies which
have done little to alleviate the
discrimination felt by Catholics
in the North. He pointed out that

3 over the past 17 years the lot of

Catholics has improved accord-
ing to government statistics only
to the extent that a Catholic is 2.3
times more likely to be unem-
ployed than his Protestant neigh-
bours now, as opposed to two
and a half times as likely when
the Fair Employment Agency
began its work. At that rate it
would take 60 years to reach par-
ity.”

tyFogarty vowed to campaign
vigorously for the passage of the
MacBride Principles in California,
suggesting gubernatorial candi-
date Kathleen Brown is likely to
sign such a bill.

His trip ended just days before
the IRA cease-fire announcement.
“The truce is a great opportunity,
but there is still along way to go
and a ot of work to do. The truce
itself does to promote fair employ-
ment, but it does mean people are
going to be searching for new
ways to solve their problems. It's
critical that we do what we can to
make sure that an end to discrimi-
nation is on the negotiating table,”
he added.

Fogarty was escorted on his
trip by GP Austin and Ronan
Murphy, both of the New Mexi-
co branch of the Irish American
Unity Conference. They will be
delivering a report on their trip
in the coming months and plan
on presenting it to the White
House,

M From the San Francisco Gael
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of the Tribesmen.
The groundwork for the Cats'
impressive victory was firmly
laid in the first half. Playing
against the wind, they always
looked the sharper and slick-
er side in attack, while their

. defence was solid and
 assured. Galway, on the other
hand, lacked conviction and
seemed unable to build up a
head of steam. This was sur-
prising, as over half the win-
ning team from 1993 survived
to play in this final but to no
avail — perhaps the glass was
half empty rather than half
full.

In any event, Kilkenny
_enjoyed greater possession
and with Dermot Maher mak-
- ing a mark at midfield, there
was plenty of ball being fed
in to the forwards. A mixture
- of poor shooting and pretty
' competent defending by the
Westerners kept the wolf
from the door, but only just.
' Galway were in fact leading
" 0-4 to 0-3 when the key score
' of the opening half came via a
* kicked goal from Kilkenny.
- Scrappy perhaps but very
effective, given the day that
was in it and Brendan Ryan
B PR e e
Robert Shorthall's boot which
connected with the sliotar.
- For the remainder of the half,

they looked winners all the

. An Phoblacht/Republican News

way. Galway could only man-
age a feeble three points for
the entirety of the second half
but then they only played as
well as Kilkenny let them and
the Cats were not in a gener-
ous mood in Tullamore last
Sunday. The run-in to the final
whistle saw a fine goal from
Brendan Ryan which had a
look of supreme confidence
about it and was just reward
for his efforts on behalf of the
victors. Galway battled coura-
geously until the end but it
was for pride rather than any
realistic hope of snatching
something at the death. So,
Kilkenny add another under-
age title to their haul and no
doubt some of the present side
will provide some raw materi-
al for future senior teams. The
supply line would seem to be
in very good shape.

Lack of space prevented me
from writing about the
minor hurling final, played of
course, on 4 September. Gal-
way emerged with the honours
and the Irish Press Cup but
there must be some question
marks over their victory. More
of that in a moment. Galway

- Jed 091005

.‘l{l‘.\ T‘ but
the scoreline did not do justice”

to their dominance. Sure, they
were aided by a strong wind at
their backs but they seemed
physically and mentally yards
ahead of their opposite num-
bers on the Cork team. The lead
of only four points looked vul-
nerable but it didn’t seem to
bother the Westerners. On the
restart, they immediately
struck a point, closely followed
by a goal from Eddie Brady.
Eddie nearly brought the slio-
tar all the way to Athenry
before he slotted it home. How
the referee didn’t whistle for
'over-carrying [ don’t know, but
the score stood.
The Leesiders were on the

rack at this stage, 1-10 to 0-5
in Galway’s favour but with
some powerful play from
their half-back line in particu-
lar, they clawed their way
back. When Kevin Kelleher
scored Cork’s only goal of the
game midway through the
second period, the Reds were
back in business and they
proved this by hitting three
further points in succession
over the Galway bar to
squeeze ahead 1-11 to 1-10.

In fairness, it must be said
there were suspicions con-
cerning the lead-up to the
Cork goal, over-carrying
again seemed to be involved,
but rough justice may have
been done and it could be
argued that one dubious goal
cancelled out the other. But
there could be no excuses for
the last score of the game.
Galway carved out their sec-
ond goal through a piece of
subtle skulduggery. A fum-
bled ball in the closing min-
utes led to a melee of sorts in
the Cork goal area. Several
attempted clearances were
fluffed before Eddie Brady
booted the sliotar in, with his
colleague Martin Cullinane
also trying to help it on its
way for Galway. But immedi-
ately preceding the ball final-
ly going loose to this duo, a
Cork defender with a t
chance of at least
the ball had his jersey tested
with a neat n!:; the crucial
moment. The running
clear for that second or two
was enough to see Galway
through.

The Cork half back Cathal
Collins could perhaps be
blamed for the original mis-
take which lead to the vital
score, but the goal should not
have stood — the umpires
were at fault for not sig-
nalling the offence to the ref-
eree. If I could see it on the
Canal End several hundred
yards away, they should have
spotted it 12 yards or so.
However, Cork still had time
and opportunities to retrieve
the situation but it was not to
be. Galway took the honours

f Reviews/News
D-day for Down and Dubs

KILKENNY gained their only hurling title this year
- AN\ when they ousted the reigning champions Gal-
way in some style, to win the under-21 championship.
In so doing, they gained a measure of revenge for
their defeat in the replayed final last year at the hands

W BY SEAMUS
O CAOMHANAIGH

on a scoreline of 2-10 to 1-11
and created history, as this
was the first time they’d beat-
en Cork at minor level —a
tainted victory though.

Congratulations to the
under-21 footballers of Cork
for chalking up another title.
Reinforcements are on the
way for the senior team and
not a moment too soon.

o the decks are now clear
for the highlight of the
sporting year in Ireland. Sun-

day 18 September must be
another D-day, this continu-
ing the decade of the D —
Down, Donegal, Derry and
Down again? Or will Pat
O'Neill’s charges exorcise the
doubts and demons accumu-
lated in the collective psyche
of the Dublin team and sup-
porters? The match has a lot
to live up to — the two best
teams in the country meeting
to decide who will be
supreme.

The football final will have
to be something very special
to match or surpass this
year’s unforgettable hurling
final. I expected the hurling
final to be very physical but it
didn’t turn out that way. But
a Down v Dublin football
match could well have its
share of robust exchanges as
the euphemism has it.

Both teams have probl
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Cork councils
back peace process

N THE PROPOSAL of Sinn Féin Councillor

Martin Hallinan, Youghal Urban District
Council passed a motion on 12 September agreeing
to write a letter of support and congratulations to
“"the four leaders of Irish nationalism”’, Gerry
Adams, John Hume, Albert Reynolds and Dick
Spring, for successfully bringing the peace process
to this stage.

The motion went on to say that the real task of secur-
ing lasting peace lies ahead. Councillor Hallinan, who
praised the IRA for their initiative, said that many forces
in Irish society recognised that partition had failed and
called for people to work together. A similar resolution
was passed at Clonakilty UDC on the proposal of Sinn
Féin’s Cionaith O Sdilleabhdin.

Service charges scandal

75-YEAR-OLD WOMAN was amongst the
hundreds of people to receive summonses
from Cork Corporation in recent weeks to appear
in court as the corporation attempts to collect out-
standing service charges.
““These charges have been
comprehensively rejected by
the people of Cork at every
local election since 1985, so
not only is the water tax
immoral and unfair, but it
has no democratic support”,
said Cork Sinn Féin
spokesperson Don O’Leary.
His comment came as his
rty colk Martin Hal-

ghsiees
too.
for a sty ”‘:hhn to play
their club champlonship
quarterfinals in the run-in to
the All-Ireland. Nice one
Dublin County Board. Not.
As a result, Ciaran Walsh
picked up a needless injury
which is a headache O'Neill
and Co could do without I'm
sure. Down’s Eamonn Burns
is also a possible nonstarter
due to injury and both teams’
management will have to
ponder long and hard their
respective pairings.

In 1994, the Sam Maguire
is there for the taking. Barring
a catastrophe, self-inflicted or
otherwise, whichever team is
the hungrier should do it.

In this edition of the Starry
Plough, Tom Hartley address-
es one possible element of an
Irish freedom charter in a
Paper titled 'Charter For Jus-
tice and Peace in Ireland'.
This paper concerns itself
Wwith the period of national
reconciliation, or the transi-
tional period.

‘Charter for Justice and
Peace in Ireland' is based
Within the view that a British
Withdrawal, based on the

paper or other aspects of an
Irish freedom charter.
Included in this edition of
the Starry Plough are some of
the contributions that were
made at the Sinn Féin Peace
Commission hearings. These

contributions cover the

by the Irish people as a Downing Street Declaration,
whole, can best take place women in the peace process,
after a defined period of a trade union viewon a
national reconciliation —the  viable peace process, ideas on
transitional period. In Hart- demilitarisation and a view
ley’s view, the human rights  from the unionist community
programme contained in on what is needed to advance
'Charter for Justice and Peace the peace process. Also
in Ireland' is the possibl included is an of
foundation for the process of the contributions from the
national reconciliation. Peace Commission report.

The Starry Plough invites The magazine contains
.other activists to take up the the motions on the Downing ,
challenge and put pen to Street Declaration that were

exercise of self-d

Ppaper in resp to Tom's

passed by Sinn Féin's

CHARTER FOR JUSTICE AND
PEACE IN IRELAND

IN HIS 1994 Ard Fheis speech, Gerry Adams
addressed the need for anTrish freedom charter. He
- called on republicans and anti-imperialists to ““consid-
er how best to advance the basic national demands in
the new conditions and possibilities opening up

| before us”. Adams invited suggestions as to the possi-
ble content of an Irish freedom charter.

THE STARI

[HE STARRY
PLOUGH

national internal conference
in Letterkenny.

® The Starry Plough — An
Camchéachta is available from
Sinn Féin Book Bureau, 44
JParnell Square, Dublin 1 and
from the Art Shop, 51-55 Falls
Road, Belfast. Price £1.

Kamn of Youghal UDC, had a
motion on 12 Septem-
ber calling on the govern-
ment “to abolish service
charges and to replace the
lost revenue by imposing a
tax on money leaving the
state in the form of repatriat-
ed profits.

SDLP councillor
joins Police Authority

THE DECISION by Cookstown SDLP Councillor
Francis Rocks, to accept an appointment to the
Northern Ireland Police Authority has led to his
suspension and resignation from the party.

Fellow Cookstown SDLP Councillor Denis Haughey
announced the suspension on Tuesday, saying that the
Police Authority “as presently constituted does not have
the power to hold the police accountable to the commu-
nity they serve” and hence the SDLP had a policy of not
appointing representatives to it.

Cookstown Sinn Féin Councillor Séamus Campbell
described the SDLP councillor’s decision as an attempt to
legitimise the RUC. He said Francis Rocks is “completely
out of step with nationalists in the Loup, Ballinderry and
general Lough Shore community which he claims to rep-
resent on Cookstown Council”.

® DON O’LEARY

Management
undermine Irish Steel

NDUSTRIAL STRIFE RETURNED to Irish Steel

this week as management refused to implement
their commitments to refer disagreements over the
context of new work practices to the Labour Court.
Sixteen craftworkers have been suspended.

Cobh UDC Councillor Kieran McCarthy said that: Tt
has always been my belief and that of many of the peo-
ple of Cobh, that the government wants Irish Steel to
close. The only question was how could they manage it
with the minimum of public outcry”,

The Cork Council of Trade Unions has called for the sus-
pensions of workers to be lifted and for negotiations to take
place. On Wednesday afternoon it was announced by man-
agement that the winding down of. the plant would begin,
thus threatening imminent closure.
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Cosc ar chomhairleoiri
Shinn Féin maslach

R{NNE an Combhairleoir Sinn Féineach Pat McGeown
éirmheas ar réiteach de chuid Oifig Thuisceart Eireann a
choscann ar chomhairleoiri Shinn Féin cuairteanna a thabhairt ar

chimf sna Sé Chontae.

Bhi McGeown, stitirth6ir néisitinta
de Roinn na gCimf{ ag iarraidh
cuairt a thabhairt ar Réise Nic
Thoirealaigh, banchime poblach-
tach i bPriostin Mhaigh gCabra,
Déardaoin seo caite, 8 Me4n
Fémahir, nuair a stopadh é.

Nuair a d'iarr McGeown minit
ar oifigeach priostin diiradh leis
go ndearn Stitrthéir na bPriostn
Mr. Shannon an réiteach.

Lena chois sin ddirt an t-
oifigeach prfostin go raibh cosc
cuairte ar achan chomhairleoir de

chuid Shinn Féin. Chuir Pat
McGeown in il don oifigeach go
raibh sé ar chuairteanna ar idir na
Blocanna-H agus ar Mhaigh
gCabraf ar na mallaibh.

I rditeas a chuir McGeown
amach i ndiaidh an didltd ddirt sé:

T4 sé for6ineach ar an
mhaidin i ndiaidh do Mhayhew
cuairt a thabhairt ar cheann de na
heagrais is mfdhaonlathaf ar an
oile4n seo, an t-Ord Oré4iseach,

chun a dhearcadh a mhinid d6ibh,
séanann sé cead isteach do
chomhairleoir a thoghadh go
daonlathach a bhf a g déanamh
iarracht an staid l4ithreach pho-
laitidil lasmuigh a chur in iul do
dhuine d4 thoghlach.

“T4 cimf poblachtacha ina
thoghlach tdbhachtach i measc
poblachtéiri agus mar sin té an
réiteach seo thar a bheith amaid-
each.

’Ar ndéigh nuair a chuim-
nitear gur tugadh cead isteach i
Phriosin na Cromghlinne do
cheathrar comhairleoir dflseacha
mi 6 shin le fadhbanna a réiteach
tar éis sliucais ag cime dilseacha t&
an cinneadh 4irithe seo maslach
amach is amach.”

@ BRID HUASAF

S

SLOGADH
N FEIN

® LIAM O CUINNEAGAIN | 'Y

BEIDH Slégadh Shinn Féin 1994 in Ostan an Déilin sa
Cheathrti Rua i gContae na Gaillimhe ar an 30 Me4n Fémhair

— 2 Deireadh Fémbhair.
Is é an Sl6gadh an phriomh imeacht
bhlianttiil phobalachtach a thugann
seans do dhaoine 6n illomad
seasamh polaitidil teacht le chéile le
poblachtéiri i dtimpeallacht
Ghaelach le ceisteanna tibhachtacha
na tire a phlé.

Tos6idh imeachtaf na bliana ar

@ Foireann an Sl6gaidh i gConamara i 1992. - beidh craic ann aris i mbliana

Toséidh obair an lae le
dfospéireacht ar shéanadh cearta
cultirtha in Eirinn agus is iad Brid
Huasaf is Flann O Riain na cain-
teoiri.

Ar mhedn lae cuirfear féilte
roimh an aoichainteoir Liam O
Cuinneagain 6 Oideas Gael.

8.30in Dé hAoine le diospéireacht ar
athraithe i sochaf na hEireann le 25
bliana anuas. Scriddéfar cirsaf
eaglaise is ctirsaf na mban. Cuirfear
deireadh leis an oiche le ceol agus
filiocht.

Maidin Dé Sathairn ar 10.15rn
beidh oscailt oifigidil na h-imeachta.

Leanfar leis na dfosp6ireach-
taf um thrithnéna le
diospéireacht ar dhaingnit na
teorann agus an damdiste a
dhéanann sé sin ar eacnamafocht
na hEireann. Labhréidh Aontén
O Muircheartaigh agus Robbie
Smith ar an 4bhar seo.

Beidh turas stairidil thart ar an
cheantar ar 3.30in.

Ar a 8in beidh an diosp6ireacht
dheireanach “’Eire mar a shamlaitear
i vaidh seo amach i gcomhthéacs
phréiseas na sfochina.”

Ar a 9in bronnfar Gradam na
Poblachta ar dhuine a rinne an-
saothar ar son chiiis na Gaeilge.
Criochnéfar na himeachtaf ansin le
damhsa.

Ag leaniiint 6 thaith{ na bliana
seo caite beidh mionchol4iste do
fhoglaimeoiri. Mairfidh sé seo 6
10.30m go dti na am 16n. T4 teorainn
leis an méid duine ar féidir leo

s
® PAT McGEOWN

e —

freastal ar seo agus dé bhrf sin is g
cldri romh ré.

T4 féilte roimh chéch agus saor-
chead isteach ag na diospéireachtai
ach déibh sidd ‘atd ag farraidh
stopadh san ostén gearrfar £45 as
leaba is bricfeasta don d4 oiche agus
dinnéar ar an Satharn. M4 t4 tuil-
leadh eolais uait né m4 ti ag iarradh
seomra a chur in 4irithe déan
teagmhail le Marcas Mac Ruairf, 64b
Br Raschirsa, Doire, BT 48 8DS né
scairt ar (0504) 59747.

Beidh mionbhus ag fégaint Baile
Atha Cliath ar an Aoine. Chuir it in

Gaeil 0 Thuaidh ag leagan amach éileamh

CUIREADH BRUGHRUPA UR ar bun ag cruinnit i gCultiir-
lann Mc Adam/O Fiaich i mBéal Feirte Déardaoine seo caite,

8 Meén Fémhair le c4s na Gaeilge a chur chun tosaigh.

Is ¢ priomhaidhm an bhriighripa
Gaelchearta na “’bri a chur ar na
hidarais stéit uilig cothrom na
Féinne a thabhairt do Ghaeil i
gecomhthéacs ur polaitidil 4r
linne.”

Ta siad ag tathaint ar rialtas na
Breataine an Ghaeilge a chur chun
cinn sa statseirbhis, sa chéras
oideachais, sna medin chu-
marséide augs san healafona.

Thar rud ar bith eile t4 an gripa
ag iarraidh acht Gaeilge do na Sé
Chontae a bhéarfadh lanstédas don

©® GEAROID O HEARA -

teanga mar theanga pobail ar
chomhchéim leis an Bhéarla. Crei-
deann an griipa gur féidir bunis
na n-éileamh teanga a shasamh in
aon phiosa amhiin reachtafochta a
thabharfadh stadas don teanga mar
theanga dhlisteanach agus mar
theanga oibre de chuid an stéit.

T4 Gaelchearta ag éileamh
tacaiochta do na nafscoileanna, na
bunscoileanna agus na meéan-
scoileanna uilig. Molann Gael-
chearta gur chéir institividi triu
léibheal lan Ghaelacha, ollscoil,
ceadscoil agus col4iste oilitina a
mhaoinid. Molann siad gur chéir
diseanna taca a mhaoinia a
chuideodh leis na tionscnaimh
oideachais.

Duirt siad go bhfuil dream de
dhith le comhordii a chur ar iar-
rachtaf na scoileanna chomh maith
le hdisionad neamhspledch a
chuirfeadh téacsleabhair, seirbhisi
foilseachdin agus 4iseanna
iomadiila teagaisc ar f4il don
Ghaelscolafocht.

T4 Gaelchearta ag éileamh go
mbeadh ionadaithe oilte in achan

..1annég stiit.a bheadh-4balta.gno. -, «

lomlén a dhéanamh leis an phobal

. tri mheén na teanga.

T4 an gripa ag iarraidh go
geeart6fai an claonadh in aghaidh
na Gaeilge sna medin. T4 siad ag
éileamh maoinit do stdisiin
neamhsple4ch raidi6 agus teilifise
lanGhaeilge agus go dtabharfaf an
tacafocht chui d’fhoilsitheoireacht
na teanga.

Mhinigh drlabhraf ar son an
ghriipa cad ¢ an plean a bhi acu
chun na moltaf a chur chun cinn.
Arsa sé: “Bhf an cruinnii againne
leis na prfomhélimh de ghlu-
aiseacht na Gaeilge a leagan
amach.

T4 sé de rin againn tacafocht
a lorg do na héilimh 6 na me4in
agus 6 na péirtithe polaitidla. M4
bhionn scori polaitidil ar bith
anseo beimid ag déanamh cinnte
de go bhfuil a fhios ag gach duine
a bheas péirteach sa socri sin cad
iad bun riachtanas an phobail
Ghaeilge.”

Chuir an Combhairleoir Sinn
Féineach Gear6id 6 hEara fiite
roimh an scéala go raibh Gaeil 6
thuaidh ag teacht le chéile chun a
n-éilimh a chur chun cinn,

T4 O hEara ag iarraidh cairt
chearta-don Ghaeilge san Sé Chon-

dirithe, glaoch ar Aengus ag 8733611.

&
® T4 Gaeil ag éileamh cearta craolachdin
tae agus duirt sé gur chéir do rial-
tas na Breataine” deireadh a chur
leis an idirdheald in aghaidh na

uaidh

Gaeilge sa chéras odiechais, sna

medin agus in achan ghné de shaol
an phobail.” ¢
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British can't be

trusted
A Chairde,

I have never second
3 guessed the Army Council. I
have always supported the
IRA in its operations — even
when some of the operations
caused controversies, I do not
plan on second guessing them

now.
I do pray they are right in
declaring a cease-fire. Cen-
turies of colonial imperialism
have made the ancient enemy
of the Irish people masters at
deceit and political intrigue.
The British can never be trust-
ed. I will not be at ease until
the last oppressive British sol-
dier leaves Irish soil and once
again, Ireland is a 32-County
republic, united, Gaelic and

free.
Joseph F Joyce,
Hanover, Va.

Aggressors

still armed -
A Chairde,

In the matter of peace in
Ireland, let no one be fooled.
Britain has always been heavi-
ly addicted to war and has
managed to wage it mostly in
other people’s countries, so
that she has been in a position
to say that the ‘natives’ are
| always fighting among them-

selves,

The Six-County killing
fields are the continuation of a
war between two conflicti
King William and King fames. -
This completely English gang-
Wwar was very successfully
| exported to Ireland. The Irish
| had to suffer for it and the Irish
had to pay for it in land and in

British media,

One disturbing aspect is
the media portrayal of the
loyalist death squads. For
years, when the IRA were
considered the enemy (of the
British), we were told that
they were evil murderers, and
that no concessions could ever
be given because that would
be “giving in to terrorism”,
Now that the loyalist death
squads are in the spotlight,
the media are still attempting
to justify their campaign. All
the talk is about “appeasing”
them. If anyone had dared to
suggest “appeasing” the IRA
then that would have been
“giving in to terrorism”, The
favoured approach was to
bash them at every opportuni-
ty. Apparently, appeasing the
loyalists is considered OK. It
seems that the so-called justi-
fication for the continuing
campaign of killing is that the

Bunoscionn?
A Chairde,

Is décha gurb é an bhu-
nafocht a shocrafonn an tslf
chun léirscsileanna a dhearti.
An ésin an féth go mbfonn
mapaf larthair Bhéal Feirste i
geonaf as feidhm de réir an
ghnath-chaighdedin
idirn4isitinta. T4 An Ploblacht
ciontach chomh maith le
nuachtén ar bith eile. Cur i
gcds mapa “Springvale” in
eagrdn 1G Meén Fémhair.

A bhuiochas don chompés

maighnéadach, is décha, is é an-

gnath-nés an tuaisceart a thais-
pedint ar bharr an mhapa. Ach
nuair a bhionn larthar Bhéal
Feirste & phlé bionn an t-
larthar (Baile Andarsan) i geo-
naf ar bharr an mhapa, an
t-larthar in ionad an Tuaiscirt.
Uaireannta bfonn fadhb ann
muna n-oireann mapa tuais-
ceart ar bharr le luf
clédéireachta an leathanaich

r things und dably
m’l bcli%f/e the IRA about
the cease-fire (which of course
makes it all the [RA’s fault)
and naturally they can’t possi-
bly believe the cease-fire was
unilateral and unconditional
because nasty republicans
couldn’t possibly be that
visionary — therefore, there
must have been a deal struck
with the British. Perfectly

sound logic if you're a reac-
tionary bigot, but hardly cred-
ible, even to the British public!
Even the most devout adher-
ent to the word of John Major
can clearly see that the loyalist
violence is not tit-for-tat, and
Ahatigbodyis to blame for it
but the loyalists themselves.
Even more disturbing,
however, is the unhindered
appearance of two masked loy-
alist killers at the loyalist dam-

and he assured the cognoscenti

| that it would never be in
Britain’s interests to have peace

| in the Middle East. In 1949,

| Britain went out of her way to

block Arab/Israeli peace

moves.

This may be a carbon-copy
situation in Ireland. And I
Totice that everyone keeps call-
ing on the victims to lay down

their weapons. Why does no

down her arms? Why does
Britain continue to support and
' to arm the aggressors?

| money, and heavy emigration, :gelir:\itaﬁgn parat':le on

Britain, while p ding to y, 3 Sep .1 came
promote peace, actually has to  over from England to be pre-
create wars in order to sellher  sentat the republican march to

. weapons at extravagant prices.  Belfast City Hall on 14 August.

| While wailing for peace in This was a totally peaceful
the Middle East, she was insur-  march, and no IRA Volunteers
ing that there would be contin- ~ Were visibly represented.
uous war. Her own Sir John Nonetheless, the British securi-

| Troutbeck was in charge of ty presence was phenomenal.

| affairs in the Middle East at the ~ Armoured cars, armed soldiers

| end of the Second World War, ~ and armed RUC police were

everywhere to be seen, lining
the streets, trailing the march,
surrounding the rally and so
on. If two armed Volunteers
had turned up at that rally, I
have no doubt that the British
crown forces would have
found some way to remove
them from circulation. The
British have never shown
much constraint in the past in
the field of crowd control.
(Bloody Sunday — need I say
more?) Yet these loyalist killers
were allowed to appear, fire
shots, and then disappear back
into the woodwork. I can only
conclude, then, that either
there was little or no security
presence at that loyalist march,
or else the security forces sim-
ply decided not to arrest the
killers. Either possibility begs
serious criticism of the British
crown forces’ so-called “impar-
tiality”. The world will judge
this action for itself.

Jill Baker,

St Albans,

England.

T4 slf shimplf chun an fhadhl
sin a réiteach. Ba chuma cé'n
treo até ar an mapa is féidir
saighead ag cur ann chun treo
an tuaiscirt a thaispéaint.
Bionn an treoracha an-tib-
hachtach i gcaint an ndaoine.
Mar shampla: “ag dul 6
thuaidh” n6 “ag teacht anoir”.
Théinig iarsma den
smaoineamh sin i mBéarla na
hEireann, ach t4 tionchar na
Gaeilge ag laghdi le bri na
teilifise. In ionad an chomp4is
mhaighnéadaigh, ti na treo-
racha diichais bunaithe ar éiri
na gréine. Mar sin bionn an tre-
oral ag !ﬁd\lln; ;:rui mmhn—
i sin an
gf’:mnw ar a ldmh
dheis n6 ar an dtaobh dheis
den mapa, agus mar sin de.
Mar sin t4 leithscéal dichasach
gan ghlacadh leis an nés
idimdisitinta. Ach nf hamh-
laidh an scéal maidir le mapaf
larthair Bhéal Feirste a bhionn
bunoscionn de réir an néis
dhiichais.
Le déanai bhiodh Forbairt
Chuan Diin Laoire 4 plé san
\Irish Timtes. Nuair a bhionn
mapaf le taispedint bionn an t-
Oirthear (éiri na gréine) ar
bharr an mhapa. An amhlaidh
go mbionn an Irish Times nios
Gealaf nd An Phoblacht?
Mise, ag féachaint soir,
Pidraig O Conchiiir.

Does Britain

want peace?
A Chairde,

The nit-picking response of
the British prime minister, sec-
retary of state and some union-
ists is rightly condemned by
Senator Gordon Wilson. The
question should be asked of
them — are they prepared to
make the same unconditional
offer of peace, word-for-word,
as the IRA have done, namely:
“There will be a complete ces-
sation of military operations. A
solution will be found as a
result of inclusive negotiations.
Itis our desire to significantly
contribute to the creation of a ,
climate which will encourage
this. We urge everyone to
approach this new situation
with energy, determination
and patience.”

If they are prepared to do
this then final peace will be

assured. If they are not they
should be asked why not?
Hugo V Flinn,
Newtownmountkennedy,
County Wicklow.

Irresponsible
behaviour
A Chairde,,

As an Irish person living in
Northern Ireland, I feel the

- most profound sadness and

anger at the utterly irresponsi-
ble behaviour of politicians
who should be providing lead-
ership to all the Irish people in
these critical times.

Thirty-five million pounds
of public money has been
spent in a Tribunal of Enquiry,
the principal beneficiaries of
which have been lawyers, who
resemble nothing less than a
flock of carrion crows glutting
themselves on the remains of a
dead sheep.

The tribunal has concluded
that, despite tax evasion, a fal-
sification of documents, and
abuse of public trust on a mas-
sive scale, no one is actually
guilty of anything, except the
Irish people, who must foot the
bill.

With the lawyers departed
to their banks, the politicians
are now clawing over the
entrails of the enquiry, to suck
out some poisonous little bone
with which they can assault
their opponents on the floor of
Diil Eireann and the TV

bravest and best of our youth

drains Ireland of her future; =

30% of our people live below
the poverty line; our inner
cities deteriorate day by day
into a morass of unemploy-
ment, hopelessness and alien-
ation; the war in the North
grinds relentlessly into deeper
savagery.

Is this really all that Irish
democracy, and Irish political
life, has to offer in the last
decade of this second Christian
millennium?

If Albert Reynolds has
achieved nothing else in his
leadership of the Irish govern-
ment, he has offered the hope
that it is at least possible to
bring to an end the war in the
North. And he has done so,
with a patience and persistence
which is unprecedented in an
Irish taoiseach.

Whatever his other faults
and failures (which no doubt
are plentiful), he deserves the
maximum possible support
and encouragement in this
endeavour for the sake of the
future of all the people of Ire-
land.

Instead, it appears that John
Bruton, Mary Harney, et al, not
content with clawing over the
entrails of the Beef Tribunal,
are utterly determined that he
will not achieve peace in the
North — regardless of the

bloody price which continues
to be paid by the people of the
North and of all this island.

Mr Bruton in particular,
appears to have decided that
he will oppose, tooth and nail,
any initiative which might

Letters to: The Editor, AP/RN, 58 Parnell Square, Dublin 1.
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@ JOHN BRUTON
bring about even a temporary
or partial alleviation of the con-
flict.

Since he has nothing to
offer the people of Ireland in
relation to poverty, emigration,
unemployment, crime waves,
and industrial anarchy, is it too
much to expect that he will at
least refrain from his bitter and
relentless opposition to the
efforts being made to secure
peace in the North.

Before indulging himself
further at the expense of the
people of the North, Mr Bruton
should take an extended holi-
day in the working-class ghet-
toes of Belhs‘:' the o
mlmmmt hand,
the price which has to be paid,
night after night, for his
grandiose posturing on RTE.

Perhaps he would invite
Ms Hamey and other politi-
cians to join him?

Betty Noone,
Maghena,
County Derry.

A message:.ib, X
the haves from-

the have-nots-*
A Chairde, « "~

Just in case you've been
trusting the United Snakes,
with history erased, we're
about to give you an update of
white, male, anglo domination
for so long — so much misin-
formation you don’t know
what's going on.

A heavily-armed and brutal
police force constantly patrols
the streets of the inner city.
Arrests and shootings occur
nightly in the nation’s capital.
The original owners of the land
are hidden away on barren
patches of land and spiritually
wounded with the White
man’s social diseases — alco-
hol, poverty, poor housing,
unemployment, and golf-
course encroachments. Prosti-
tution is legalised, the health
service is an elite privilege and
the Klu Klux Klan terrorises
with impunity.

To secure the corporate elite
illusion, the system encourages
individualism, greed. The mind-
less consumerism and the big

" Americans to express dissent.

dollar culture joins the ranks of
being told what to think by
video-TV vanity, owned and dic-
tated by corporate bosses. In
addition to a multi-billion dollar
patriarchal pornography and
beef industry, the CIA secures
the predominance of right-wing
bloodsucking regimes abroad.

The system'’s values of vio-
lence from the male sexual
identity include competition,
sexism, racism and the
exploitation and oppression of
the US underclass. This system
of modern slavery is modern
capitalism and the global king-
pin is US imperialism.

These are some of the reali-
ties that POWER exposes in
their activating, empowering,
educating music, which in the
United States, is one of the
only channels for African

POWER'’s angry voice is a new
revolutionary documentary of
resistance from the belly of the
monster. When socialism is
applied to America, which an
American Reaganist education
taught me to equate with the
evils of Marxism and commu-
nism, the wisdom and rage of
James Connolly abounds.
Because the US is the most
oppressive nation (it pretends
to be the liberal land of oppor-
tunity, but more obviously
controls and exploits the global
world system), this is where
real socialism will occur in the
future after the exhaustion of
imperialism. POWER's mes-
sage is that this is a call for uni-
ty and you are not alone in the

POWER Dedicated to World
Revolution 1994 available on
Nettwerk Productions Box 330-
1755 Robson St, Vancouver BC,
Canada V6G 3B7.

See Race & Class, 35,1 (1993)
Rap, Race and Politics for a
greater perspective...

Fotis Spiridakis,
Chicago,
Illinois,

USA.

Get your

money in
A Chairde, g

With yet another summer
drawing to a close, the vari-
ous sponsored activities by
republicans in aid of Irish-
medium education were a
success. The sponsored climb
by the Cultural Department
was on 25 June and the pris-
oners’ sponsored fun-run
was completed on 8 August.
The money collected v:ill
hopefully make a significant
contribution to lessening the
financial difficulties experi-
enced by those involved in
Irish-medium education. On
their behalf, I would like to
thank those friends and rela-
tives of the prisoners who
took the time and effort to
gather sponsors.

However, to ensure the suc-
cess of the run, it is important
that all proceeds are collected
as soon as possible and for-
warded to:

Marcas Mac Ruairi,
64b Racecourse Road,
Shantallow,

Derry.
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CORONER ABANDONS ARMAGH INQUESTS

TWELVE-YEAR
‘SHOOT-TO-KILL'
WHITEWASH

T IS NOW ALMOST 12 years since IRA Volunteers Sedn Burns,

Eugene Toman and Gervase McKerr were shot dead on a dark
roadside near Lurgan, County Armagh. Three other men, INLA
members Roddy Carroll and Séamus Grew and civilian Michael
Tighe were to die in the following month during the most notori-
ous phase of the British ‘shoot-to-kill’ policy in the Six Counties.

Last Thursday, 8 September, the
inquest into the six deaths was
finally abandoned. The coroner
was frustrated at the failure of the
RUC to supply details of their own
inquiry into the events of Novem-
ber and December 1982, thus
thwarting any attempts to get at
the full facts behind the shoot-to-
kill policy. -

On the night of 11 November
1982, Burns and Toman were
being driven by McKerr in his car
along Tullygally Road East when
at around 9.40pm the three were
shot dead by the RUC. None of the
three was armed.

According to the version of
events propagated by the British
in the aftermath of the shooting,
the car crashed through a road-
block injuring an RUC member.
However, local witnesses denied
the existence of a road block. The
scene of the shooting was sealed
off for hours with even a priest
being denied access to administer
last rites.

The fourth person to be shot
dead by the RUC was 17-year-old

Michael Tighe. On 24 November
1982, he and a friend, Martin
McCauley, were shot in a shed
close to Ballyneery Road North,
again near Lurgan. The two had
found three pre-1917 bolt-action
weapons, which they were exam-
ining, when the RUC opened fire,
killing Tighe and seriously
wounding McCauley.

INLA members Roddy Carroll -

and Séamus Grew were shot dead
at 8.30pm on 12 December 1982.
The two were travelling unarmed
along the Killylea Road, Armagh,
on their way to Grew’s home near-
by.
Y An RUC statement issued
immediately after the shooting
once more claimed that the car
passed through a roadblock, on
the Armagh-Meady Road, injuring
one of their personnel. Local eye-
witnesses again denied the exis-
tence of such a roadblock.

A witness also observed the car
travelling at a normal speed along
the Killylea Road. This witness
added that Grew recognised and
waved at him. He then watched as
a second car, travelling at speed,
overtook Grew and Carroll, and
pulled in front of them. Then
shooting was heard.

Following these six killings,
there was international outrage
and questions were raised by con-
cerned bodies and officials. On 1
September 1983, an ex-British sol-
dier, Constable John Robinson (a
member of a “Special Mobile Sup-
port Unit’ [E4A] attached to RUC
Headquarters) was charged with
the murder of Séamus Grew. On
the following day, the Armagh

coroner, Gerry Curran, deferred
the inquests of Grew and Carroll
due to the charges brought against
Robinson.

The trial was to be the first pub-
lic manifestation of the cover-up
with Judge McDermott acquitting
Robinson and saying that he had
“no doubt’’ that the crown had
failed to convince him that the
accused had not acted in self-
defence.

On the same date that the

inquest into the deaths of Grew
and Carroll was adjourned, 2
September 1983, the Armagh coro-
ner, Gerry Curran, criticised the
DPP for obstructing him in the
investigation into the deaths of
Toman, Burns and McKerr. Cur-
ran had received no documents
other than the autopsy report.

On 16 September 1983, it was
reported that three RUC men were
to be charged with shooting dead
Eugene Toman. Sergeant William
James Montgomery, Constables
David Brannigan and Frederick
Nigel Robinson were brought to
trial on 29 May 1983.

The full facts of what happened
on the night Eugene Toman, Sedn
Burns and Gervase McKerr were
shot dead may never be known. A
total of around 109 bullets were
fired by the RUC, 56 of which
struck the car. The RUC claimed
they fired in response to the open-
ing of the car door which sounded
like a gun shot.

Burns, Toman and McKerr had
been linked, via an informer, to a
landmine which killed three RUC
members at Kinnego, Lurgan, on
27 October 1982. Again, it became
clear during the trial that the men
were targeted by the specialist
unit E4A.

This unit often contained ex-
British army personnel who were
rushed through RUC training in
order to join the E4A. Senior
Deputy Constable Micheal
McAtamney, gave evidence that
the specialist training given to E4A
is to react with “speed, firepower
and aggression”’. He added that,
“once you decide to fire, you
shoot to take out your enemy”’.
The judge, Gibson, asked whether
this is intended to “mean perma-
nently out of action”, the reply
from McAtamney was “yes”.

Diplock Judge Gibson acquitted
all three defendants of murder,
and commended them for their
bravery. Gibson added that the
RUC are to be congratulated for
bringing “the three deceased men
to justice, in this case to the final
court of justice... a policeman or
soldier is ordered to arrest a dan-
gerous criminal and on the basis of
that order to bring him back dead
or alive...”

An internal RUC inquiry headed

by the same RUC officer who had
given evidence for the defence in the
Toman case, McAtamney, failed to
allay the general concern. This led to
the setting up of the Stalker inquiry.

he now notorious Stalker affair

at first appeared likely to be
the usual whitewash of one British
police force investigating another
British police force. However, the
Deputy Chief Constable of Greater
Manchester John Stalker, despite
being obstructed at every turn,
carried out a more thorough
inquiry than the RUC had antici-
pated.

Stalker concluded that there
were grounds for charging a num-
ber of senior RUC officers, but
before these could be finalised,
Stalker was the subject of dirty
tricks from his own side. Allega-
tions of disciplinary offences made
against Stalker were later
dropped, but not until he had been
replaced as head of the shoot-to-
kill inquiry by Colin Sampson,
Chief Constable of West York-
shire.

Stalker was denied access to
various pieces of evidence which
would have enabled him to have a
clearer picture of the events which
led to the deaths of the six people.
This included an MIS5 tape record-
ing of the Tighe killing.

The role of an informer in the
North Armagh area was also hid-
den from Stalker, who was pre-
vented from speaking to the
person concerned. This informer
was paid £2,000 following the
deaths of McKerr, Toman and
Burns. It is also believed that the
same informer identified the shed
where Tighe and McCauley were
shot as the hiding place for explo-
sives used in the Kinnego land-
mine, thereby linking the first two
shootings.

In January 1988, the then Attor-
ney General, Patrick Mayhew,
announced that eight RUC mem-
bers involved in ‘a conspiracy to
pervert the course of justice’ and
for obstructing the Stalker inquiry
would not be prosecuted on the
grounds of ‘national security’.

Inquests into the killings of the
six men had originally been
delayed in order to await the out-
come of the prosecution against
the RUC members. On 22 August
1984, the coroner, Curran, due to
examine the deaths of Grew and

® RUC godfather Hugh Annesley

Carroll, resigned because of
““grave irregularities” in the police
files.

The following week, the acting
coroner said that he would be
unable to take over this inquest or
that of McKerr, Toman and Burns,
due to ““professional commit-
ments”’. The inquests were then
delayed until the findings of the
Stalker inquiry should be known.

However, Public Interest
Immunity Certificates (PLC) first
used in the Gibraltar Three case
to repress evidence, were in turn
used to prevent the coroner from
exploring the facts around the
shoot-to-kill operations in
Armagh and in particular to
ensure that Stalker/Sampson
remained secret.

Repeated attempts by the coro-
ner, John Leckey, to force the
RUC to produce the Stalker docu-
ments as evidence have failed. In an
attempt to force Hugh Annesley’s
hand, Leckey issued a writ in which
he asked the High Court in Belfast
to force the RUC chief to present the
report to the coroner’s court.

This, however, was unsuccess-
ful. The courts ruled in Annesley’s
favour and this led to Thursday’s
decision. Leckey said: “After very
considerable thought and having
carefully weighed all the issues
that I believe are relevant... I have
decided not to resume the
inquests, but instead to proceed to
register the deaths. I am satisfied
that my aim in deciding t» hold
the inquests... is no longer achiev-

able.”

_ There was widespread con-
d ion of the ci e

leading to the coroner’s decision.
Families of the dead men main-
tained that the Stalker report con-
tained the crucial evidence
surrounding the killing and
should be made public.

Sinn Féin’s justice and legal
affairs spokesperson, Barry
McElduff, was critical of the
inquest system: “’It is incapable
of arriving at a just outcome. It is
obvious too, that the RUC and
British military intelligence have
conspired at the highest level to
conceal the truth in these
killings.”

In the aftermath of the IRA's historic August
announcement and at this crucial juncture in
the unfolding Irish Peace Process, the uncen-
sored version of whal republicans have lo say
is vital o a full of the political
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achieving a just and lasting peace in Ireland
and the struggle to create a national
democracy will mean a new political land-
scape. The uncensored views of Irish

ionalists and i are essential to

situation in Ireland.
The process of demilitarisation, of

understanding this newly developing politi-
cal climate.

15/9/94

Phoblacht/Republican News provides
that insight. With 16 pages of news, views,
republican statements in full, reviews and a
full page in the Irish language, there's more to
:ZUIHN lmyou might think. Complete the

icture of what's really happening for yourself
by subscribing.
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