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Statement irom the Armv Council-Easter Sundqy,lgéz.'

To~day Commemorations are being held throughout Ireland,,in Great
Britain and wherever else any mass of Irish eiiiles foregather.

Laster Sunday was chosen as the day of National Commemoration of our
illustricus ' Dead because at Faster 1916 the Republic of Ireland WELERDIO =
claimed in arms by the National Revolutionary organization acting in the
name of the Irish wneople.

We come to these patriot graves to salute the memory of our dead
comrades; to honour .the prlnvlphas of Pearse and Clarke, lMacDiarmada,
Connolly Plunkett, MacDonagh and Ceannt and all the heroes who down thro'
the generations gave their llves that we might be free; to meview the un-
fulfilled tasks that still remain to be completed by us, and in these holy
and sacred spots t¢ gain fresh inspiration and courage to complete the
work for which our comrades so nobly gave their lives.. 7!

We deem it aoorOOrwate to set out the four objects of the Irish
Republican Army as laid down in our Constitution:~

(1) To guard the honour and ‘'uphold the sovereignity: and unity of the
Rebubllc of Irelawnd,

(2) To establish and uphold a lawful uovernment in sole and absolute
control of the Republic.

(3) To securs and defend civi¥ and religious liberty and equal rlwhus
and Pqua¢ opportunities for all'citizens.,

{4) To promote the revival of the Irish language as the everyday
language of the peovle, and to promote the development of the best menual
and physical characteristics of our race.

These, too, were the objects for wnich our martyrs and heroes gave
their lives, These objects remain unatiieved to-day. Until we
achieve them the Proclamation: of 1916 will remain for us the fundamental

declaration' of the right and authority of our Nation to fight for its un-
alienable right to soversign 1ndependence,

Our country is still unfrez. Twc Partition assemblies to-day jail,
persecute and even murder Republiican citizens and soldiers in an attempt
to maintain their usurping Lule, Tn gaols and intermment camps in

Ireland and fngland thars 21e over one thousand faithful soldiers and citi-
zens of the Republic, amongst the latter twenty brave and heroic women,

We salute these heroic men and women and assure them that .despite coercion,
despite persecution, despite defamation- and slander, despite the woundings
and murders of our comrades, the struggle for Irlsh freedom will go on
until victory crowns ocur efforts.

England i1s $till the one and only enemy of Irlsn freedom, She and
she alone holds us in boandage. Her Imperlallsm is the root cause of all
our National and social evils, To break the connection with Zngland, to
get rid of her invading forces, to prevent her dragging Ireland into a
war indefence of her Empire, thess are ocur immediate objects. To all
that is best in Treland, and to all members of our race abroad in every
clime we appeal ‘for the fullest support in this sacred task.

Doubt and-despair sometimes creep into the hearts of our people.
Disillusionmen® dulls che edge of enthusiasm - reverses react on confi-
dence and there are thoce who will feel that destiny is working against
those who fight for theils . country, Remember, however, that Tyranny
never uvlbimacely triumphec, Fresdom never ultimately failed. The Cause
of Right is a just cause an? we, the soldiers of :the Irish-Republic

cannot fail. OQur Cause is a grealt and a glorious one and if we have the
will and determination to win, victory will yet be ours.
' This generation of Irish ycuth is presented with great opportuni-

. ties thetl the brave men and women of. our Movement in
other years worked and prayed foi. Let our young men then join the
Army of the chub dc, et them nrepure themselves well for the immediate
L with God's blussing on our work, we will bring
to a successful conclusion the taik so glorious set on foot by Pearse
and Connolly and their comrades in that glorious year of National
Resurrection twenty-six vears ago.,

Issued by the Army Council of
the Irish Republican Army.




