IRA MANIFESTO

To the People of Occupied Ireland: The campalgn of Resistance in Occupied Ireland,
which opened on Dec. 12, 1956, is now more (irmly based among our people than ever
before and grows stronger by the day. This fight is directed against British Occupation
of the Six Counties only. Attempts by our enemics to misrepresent  the struggle for
national unity and independence and, to further their own ends, channel it along
sectarian lines, have failed and will continue to (ail. No Irish man or woman is deceived
any longer by this blatant British propaganda tactic,

When events during the last nine months exposed the falseness of the “ cross-
border " raiding cry, the new one of “Nationalist versus Unionist” had to be adopted.
The struggle of the Resistance Movement is most certainly not against the Unionist
population of the Six Counties, It is nol directed against any section of the Irish
people or against any Irish man or woman. Its only target is the British Occupation of our
country and it will continue until that Occupation ends,

The Irish people know this well, as they know that British interference in Irish affairs
is backed up by military, naval and air garrisons and bases. lhey know that Ireland will
have no peace until this imperial garrison is withdrawn. When this has been done the
Irish people themselves will rerolve their differences and their nation's future in friend-
ship, mutual understanding and peace. False propaganda slogans, which are designed to
divide us, serve only to maintain Britirsh Imperial control over the affairs of the Irish nation.

At this hour we appeal to all our people to rally around the banner of a free Ireland

and to ignore the differences that have liept us divided in the past. We must end foreign
exploitation of our country so that its resources will be handed back ta their true owners,
the Irish people, and used for the benefit of all. We want to build here a free nation and
people with full control over thelr own political, social and economic life. [f this nation
is to survive—beset as we are by emigration, unemployment and poverty—this is an imper-
ative need,

In a proclamation issued to the people of Occupied Ireland on Dec. 12, 1956, we warned
members of the RU.C. and B-Special Constabulary that they had nothing to fear from the
Resistance provided they did not allow themselves to become the tools of Britain's armed
forces. We told them their place was on the side of the freedom fighters. We asked them
to stand aside from the struggle altogether if they found such a step too big at this
time. Since then these forces have been putl on a war-footing and are used in conjunction
with British forces to screen military installations, terrorise the civilian population, patrol
and search the countryside, engage in  punitive  expeditions, and generally  hound,
harry, torture and imprison Irish freedom lighters. This 1 doing England’s bidding with a
vengeance,

The Resistance can hardly be expected to dilferentiate  between  men, trained,
organised and equipped along military lines (although clad in police uniforms) and British
troops. To members of the RU.C. and B.-Special Constabulary, we repeat our call of Dec, 12,
1956. We ark them to remember that they are lehimen. We ask them to stoo being
England's dupes in Ireland

We regret to see the 26-County authonties embarking on a policy of coercion and
veprestion. We ask them to look at lrish history and recall the ruinous effects for Ireland
and her pooplc in the past of political repression.  Such measures are no solution for the
problems facing our people. Such policies can only result in giving aid and comfort to
British Occupation. They do not have the consent of the Irish people to proceed against
Republicans. Their actions will not stop the Resistance although they may make more
difficult the lot of our people in Occupied lreland. These people had hoped for, at least, the
moral support of that part of lreland styling itself free

To all the Irish people, to our glorious dead, to our imprisoned comrades, we pledge
this struggle will go on until British Occupation ends and our country is allowed settle its
affairs in peace. In the days ahead, thc men and women of l'he ‘Rahtancc will find courage
in the knowledge that history is watching them and is on their side; that their cause is great

and is unconquerable.
Issued by the

ARMY COUNCIL
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AUGUST, 1957.



