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SINN FEIN

CONSTITUTION.

THEREAS the people of Ireland never relinquished the claim to
separate Nationhood, and : y

YHEREAS the Provisiomal Government of the Irish Republic,
Easter 1916, in the name of the Irish perple, and continuing
the fight made by previous generations, re-asserted the
iralienable right of the Irish Nation tc Sovereign Indepen-
dence, and re-affirmed the determination of the Irish people

to achieve ity and

WHEREAS the Proclamation of the Irish Republic, Easter 1916,
and the supreme courage and glorious sacrifices of the men
who gave their lives to maintain it, united the pecople cf
Ireland under the flag of the Irish Republic, and

THEREAS on Jamuary 21st, 1919, follawing the General Election
of December, 1918, the duly elected representatives of the
Irish people assembled in National Parliament, proclaimed the
Independence of Ireland and ratified the establishment of the
Irish Republic proclaimed in 1916, thus founding the Republic
on the democratic basis of the free votes of the people of
Ireland with Dail Eireann as its Government; be it

RESOLVED "That we, the delegated representatives of the

Organisation, in Convention assembled, hereby declare the
following to be the Constitution of Sinn Fein' 3=

The rame of the Organisation shall be Sinn Féin.

The Organisatiecn is based on the following fundamental

principles:- 5
(a) That the allegiance of Irishmen and Irishwomen
is due to the Sovereign Irish Republic proclaimed
in 1916.

(b) That the sovereignty and unity of the Republic
are imalienable and non-judicable.

The objects of Sinn Féin are:-

(a) The complete overthrow of English Rule in Ireland,

&
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and the establishment of @ Democratic Social
Republic based-on the Fre clapation of 1916

To bring the Proclamation of the Republic
®) master 1916, into of:octivomppcr:}im and
mintain and consolidate the Government ¢
Republic, representative of the people
Ireland, ‘based on that Prochmtiog,’_.

s T ' bk 3 ¢ :
(c) To establish in the Republic a reign of soc
justice based on Christian principles, by :
: just distribution and effective control of
Nation's wealth and resources, and to ins
a system of government suited to the part
needs of the people. FRASE TS

(d) To preomote the restoration of the Irish la:

: and Irish culture and the widest knowledge
Trelandis history; to make ’IriSh‘c_iti'z_é
conscious and .proud of their traditiona
cultural heritage, and -to educate the cit
of the Republic in their rights and respo

ties as citizens. ; t s

MEANS: :
: i W’ T
(2) Through Sinn Féin organising the Irish peo)
into a united and disciplined movement for °
restoration of the Republic and the acl
ment of the above ideals, =
; L R

A & RN k&)#

(b) Through Sinn Féin assisting, as dir
Ard-Chomhairle, all Organisations wo:

the same objects. . : :

R
1. MEMBERSHIP i L
{08 “"f‘n,,
() Membership of the Or ther t

3 #anisation, other than
membership, stall be obtainable only thrc'mgb members
Cumann, Mewmbership stall be open to all those over t
of 16, irrespective of sex, class or creed, who acce
Constitution and policy of Sinp Féin; who are prep:
for tho attainment of its objects, and who accept

and regulations gove o
provisions. ittt membe-;':.\?ip' MMM

(b) o pereon who is a il L :
organisation or who approves :;m:;r of any |

persons who, if elected, intend taking p
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of oithor the British or Partition Govern

Trelard is ruled; er who approve
candidature of persons whe sign any
written or verbal undertaking of inten
seats in these institutions, shall be adi
or allewed to retain membership.

" (¢) No person who 16 a member of & Secret &
ve eligible for membership, and no person known to
of any Secret Society shall be admi’ﬁtg@ to member

(d4) Tt srall be open to the Comfiittee of any C

ETS

refuse enrolment to any perScn'app;Ying'fbr m'ein‘be’i"t‘”

(¢) The Ard-Chomhairle shall have power to r
membership to any person applying for membership an
any member from the Organisation. Before being dis
however, a member must be given an opportunity of
in his own defence. 8 &

(f) No member of the British armed forces,
person who s taken any oath of allegiance to t
or Fartition Governments by which Ireland is gove
be eligible for membership so long as he retains
or position involving such oath.

(¢) 1. The Sinn Féin Organisation may not ma

the Courts of either partition assémbly for civil

2. Recognition of theée TCourts in the

political charges is strictly forbidden, unless sp

sanctioned or nrdered by the;faept;:b]hi_.?ra.n Governmen

(h) New members shall serve a‘rfzfpfbat)iw
three months. Probationary members shall not

of the Organisation except in the case of election
officers in a newly-formed Cumann or Comhairle

2.  ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: ' **

Associate membership of the Orgs
obtainable only through and at the g
Ceantair, subject to ratification b
on payment of a fee of two pounds (

. ’ b m

members shall be responsibl
observance of the COnat;tM.lnd

3.




shall te by ballot, and all p@'itiqm 8

regulations shall be honorarys Excapt in the
newly=formed Cumann a probvat ionary member oha
eligitle to act as an officer and ahall not be
olection or co-option to any executive cor _1153

Organisation. :

e -\

4. C0-QFTI ONS: » wi

None but 3 member of the Organisation may
into any position of the Organisation, The co-
rombers whose membership has not exceeded the
period must receive the express approval of the
Choenhairle. Committees or Sub-Committees for sj
purpeses may include non-members; but such Commit
Sub-Committees shall not form portion of the Org:
act as such, _ S OO

5. FOREIGN::

Foreign Branches of the Organisation shall
by the rules of the Organisation subject to mod:
sanctioned by the Ard-Chomhairle. to suit loca.
6.‘ B " ¢l h' 9 ? \"fg: .

. Candidates selected by Sinn Féin for el
Parliamentary representatives shall, en-}iéf
before nomination, publicly-and solemnly
as followss+- -+ - e L7 4 A

"I ....-..-.-...‘o"ooo,-.'frégly and.

(a) Trat, if elected, I will not
part in the proceedings- of-any Par
lating or purporting to legislate,
Ircland other than the Parliament
Republic representative of the ent
Irelando :

(t) That, pending the establishment of
ment of the Irish Republic, in all mal
to the duties and functione of & Parl
resentative I will be guided by and

ameravle to all directions and 8%
to me by the Ard-Choptairle of Sin

(c) Tmat, pending the em
of the Irieh Republic, T w:
upon to do o by & wajor
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Chombairle of Sinn Féin, resign my sea
Parliamentary representative for the

Of L A e I R Y

(d) Trat I take this pledge voluntarily, of my
cwn free will and in the full knowledge that al
breach of (a) thereof will be regarded as an a
of treachery, to be dealt with as such, "

No person who has not been a member of the organ
for at least twelve months prior to the date of nomin
shall be eligible for election as an officer or memb
Ard-Chomtairl . In making co-options the Ard-Chomha
co-opt members of less than twelve months' membership
Féin, if this is necessary, provided such members have 2
least twelve months' membership of the Republican Mov

8. A -
The foregoing Constitution of Sinn Féin may n

altered or zmended exccp. oy an Azd-Theis, on the
which notice of the proposed alteration or amendme
Any alteration of or amendzent to the foregoing Co
skall require a supportin~ vote of not less than
of the duly elected declegziocs present at the Ard

9.  MEMBERSHIFP: P T4 4,

The supreme governing an& leg'is{“
Ard-Fheis, which shall be convened annud. ly b
Chomteirle and shell consiet of s- e
a) The officers and members of
b) Two delegates frow each Comk
¢) Two delegates from each d
or less




10, ri
Teachta{ Dail Eireann who are lhjofm f
Organisation are entitled to attend and speak at t
Fheis; but shall not vote unlens mm‘t»ﬂn m:
capacities (a), (») or (e) abovo. :

b4 k]

11. MEETINGS: " Al

a) The place and date of meeting of thc
Fheis(st)all be at the discxtion of the Ard-(;honbtﬂd
shall be announced ten weeks in advance. '

(v) The Ard-Fheis shall elect its own caﬂno
from the delegates present at the opening of t. ;

12. RESQLUTIONS:

Ard—Chomha.u-le, a Comhairle Ceantair or a Cu_man_n
13. NOMINATIONS:

(2) Fominations must be received not later
one dz2ys prior to the Ard-Fheis, and must stand
-of 2 Cum2nn or Comhairle ceantau'.

wittdraw their names on the da.y of election
14. DELEGATES: 4

Delegates must be chosen and their nam
Headquarters not later than 28 days Ri
They must be resident membere qf the

15. SUBSTITUTES: _"

Substitutes (in case of 1llness eto., 5
at the discretion of the Ard-Chomhairle; t

all cases be previously chosen at duly conﬂhbi
the body represented.,

16, ;

(o.) Nomination Forms must be
five wecks before the last date fix
nomimtions, The Ard-chommuh“wm fix
the signed assent forme to be ¢
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(b) Cumainn ehall be supplied with & 1m of thos:
mave consented to atand for olootion.to fﬁ. 9"1¢'f Boa:
Ard-Chomhairle. TS e R '

17‘ 3 r7ren 0 ‘.
. Agenda must be sent to e&oh'Oumtnn lnd I&ch

Ceantair at leant fourteen days in advance. .4

ot f

18.
Admission cards, agenda and list of nomir

election must be sent to each delegate at least se
advance.

19.  EXTRAORDINARY ARD-FHEIS: e '

«An extraordlnary Ard-Ehels shall be summcned '
special purpose stated on a requlsltlon endorsed

(a) Two-thirds of the entire avallable meimbe
of the Ard-Chomhairle; or i

(b) One-third of the Cumainn of a.t least six m
standlng. : s i S L

20. el 7 2 ’

(a) At 1east seven dayﬁ ¢lear notice ‘must
Runaithe, who shall, on receipt of the notice
respective bod1es to select delggFtes to«jhg'

Ard-Fheis, 2
(b) An Extraordinary Ard~Fhei§ 'hen he d
new Ard-Chomhairle. A i ,.$,

21. ARD-CHOMEAIRLE: . . ,;g

When the Ard-Fheis 19 not‘}n

Organisation shall be vested in an A3 d-Chomha
3 of the Officers, viz., Uachtaréh, 'be‘ t £
beirt Rira{ Oinigh, beirt Chmgou- )in
members., The Officers and members of %
stall be elected by the votes of the entire
tation at the Ard-Fheis. If, in the wvi
the interests of the Organisation can b
additions to 1ts membership, it ehall
co=opt additioral members .to a ‘number
the cvent of a Province not having
to the Ard-Chowmairle, the Ard-Chom
representative from that
seven memborb,

3 ‘44 g"—u'




22. COISTE SEASTA:

The Ard-Chomhairle shall elect from ite members
Seasta of eight mombters who ahall meet every "Ck@@'
rave full power to carry out routine business botween Ard-
Chomairle meetings. A quorum shall consist of five me
The Officer Board of An Ard-Chommairle may attend all
meetings of An Coiste §oasta. An Coiste Seasta dhdll
reperts of its meatings to An Ard-Chommairle,

23. (a) The Ard-Chomhairle shall elect two National
for the funds of the Organisation. =~ . . " i

(b) The National Trustees shall be responsible fop
safe custody of all moneys, the property of Sinn Féin,
received by them or lodged to their account by the Cisteoir
They sll make available from the funds of the Organisat
to the Cisteoir{ such sums as may be directed by the A
Chozrairle from time to time, and shall supply the Ard-.
Chomtairle with any infermation it may require concerning
funds of the Orgenisation. - e e

(¢) Nz Cisteoiri NaisitGnta shall be responsible
keeping proper accounts of all moneys received and exp
They shall lodge 21l moneys received to the account of
latioml Trustees and notify them accordingly, They
submit monthly accounts to the Ard-Chombairle, show

details of 2ll moneys reqeimﬁgn‘d\,expénded by theln

(d) The accounts of:ihla"Na%ignaI Trustees
Cisteoir{ Niisiunta shall be auditéd once a year
accredited Auditor or Firm of Auditors., The Aud
Report shall be submitted to the Ard-Chombairle a:
veeks prior to the Annual Ard-Fheis, to which it shal.
be subnitted, An Cistooir shall make available to ea
Comhairle Ceantair and Cumanh represented at the Ard
copy of the Financial Report, showing items of
éxperditurs since the previous’Ard-Fheis,

240 PO"!'ERS:

~ (a) Wnen the Ard-Fheis is not in session, the s
direction and eovernment of the Organisation shall resid

the Ard-Chomhairle subject to any instructions given
Ard-Fheis, B2 PR R T

vora (), e hrd-Chommirle shall bave and
eralf of the rd-Fheis, all powers, funetior
the ird-Fheis, and all members shall be bound

1Sy
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(1) The power to remove or suspend from the
Organisation or from Office any subordimate bw
or member thereof for incompetence, noelig:noi or
general unsuitability., Before being dismissed
however, a member must be given an oppMunlix
being heard in his own defence., The su
a member for an unspecified per{od shall bec
invalid after six months unless it is rgm‘

(2) The right to refuse affiliation of any

(3) The power to set up in any ‘area a CommittA
any particular purpose.

> Wl

25. VACANCIES:

vacant shall be temporanly filled by the Ard-c

26, .
The Ard-Chomhairle shall meet within a peﬁ
from the date of the Ard-Fheis; afterwards it s
least once a month, Special meetings shall 'be hel
discretion of an tUachtardn, or, in"‘his absenc
the Leas-Uachtardin or on a reqw} tion of orif
members, Members of the Ard-Chom 11'19 beingﬁs ’gk%
three consecutive meetings without, n ~excusiy €

27. W i ‘,_71.. 4 J‘k

All charges against members
be made in writing, and signed; 4,
receive from An Rinaf, :Ln writ
notification to appear at the xt
Chomtairle to answer the char ;
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Council, and otall have charge of all the Cupainn in that ares
but this arrangement may be modified by the Ard-Chommairle to
meet exceptionmal local difficulties, i L EaR

v Y5

29. MEMBERSHIP:.
The Comtmirle Ceantair shall consist of =

" (a) TIts officers (Cathaoirloach, Leas-Catha
Seecretary, One Treasurer, an Organiser, a Publicity
and Finance Officer), o

(b) Two delegates from each Cumann,

(c) Three delegates from each Cumann may a
Annual General Meeting of An Chomhairle Ceantai

30. MEETINGS: ; Ak

. (1) The outgoing officers and the delgates for ‘
ensuing year shall assemble within one month after the
termination of the Annual Ard-Fheis, but not before a
new Cumzinn Delegates have been appointed, and sha
from their members the officers for the ensuing ye

(2) The officers of the outgoing Comhairle Cea:
attending the first meeting of the new Comhairle Ce
stall not be eligible for election to the office:
unless they themselves have been elected as del

new Comhairle Ceantair at the General Meét;ng:

Vs eE, ol 4

(3) The outgoing officers shall have no
election of the new officer board unless t y are
elected by their Cumann, ‘

: ! A Do

(4) Members of the outgoing officer bo:
attend any further meetings of the Comha r’ §
they are co-opted as per Rule oér are electe
their Cumann.

31, ' ; R :
It shall subsequently meet regularly and, in
at any time upon a requisition signed by its Cat
or any five of its members. A quorum shall con
fourth of its entire membership, =

e

32, VACANCIES: i
Vacancies shall be filled by tb
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in each case. If a Cumann Delegate or Runaf
Officor of the Comhairle Ceantair the vacancy on
Ceantair thus created, smll be filled by the Cumann

33. POVERS AND DU’I‘IES:

3

The Combairle Ceantair shall establilh Cum‘

area, It shall sanction their reporter ‘audit balance
etc., and transmit them with a list of Cumainn andm
membership to An Ard-Oifig at least once a month,

The Combairle Ceantair may, after an inquiry,
remove from office any Officer of a Cumann for inc
negligence or other adequate cause, and may order
election. The person concerned must receive, in wr
notice of the time and terms of the inquiry, and she
the right of appeal to the Ard-Chomtnirle. :

35% FUNDS:

The Commairle Ceantair shall have power to
from its Cumainn, or otherwise, for the pur
Organisation, and shall submit qua.rterly - 4
to the Ard-Chomhairle. G4
4 v
36, DISPUTES: s oo lwine N

A TITS A< ey F5YR Vg B L g

Differences a.riaing in a Comhadrle Ce

Comhairl{ Ceantair, which the bodi%oonoem

eettle, small be referred %o the Ard-Chombai 1
¢ 1, 1A H" B ! ¥

37.
The Comhairle Ceantair shall be conlultuk
weetinge are held in their QML

38. LOCAL GOVERMT ELECTT!

Note: Thie rule is suspended
tive in the event of the Annual Ard
deciding to contest Local Government

The Comhairle Ceant
elections in 1“ area.
seolection of Candidates
as the Arl-Chmbirh \
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také the following plodges-

"I P R R R R R R R A A L L) h'r.b’ Pl“‘. ﬂy Mi““‘d
allegiance 1o the Irish Republic as proclaimed on Easter
Monday, 1916, and by law established on the 21st day of
January, 1919, and I promise to work for the overthrow
of English rule in Ireland, the complete social and
economic emancipation of the Irish people based on
Proclamation of 1916, and the international recogni
of the Irish Republic, and I further undertake that .
elooted t0 the OFf10e Of eeceesssoscevsssvnss BHG ﬁf
called upon by & two-thirds majority of the Ard-Chomh
of Sinn Féin to resign that office, I will immediatel;
do BN i ou el : : 3L it e S

DiTL EIREANN ELECTIONS: = . . _ e
i I b b bRl
Rules governing Conventions for the selection of
didates for election to Dail Eireann can be obtained f:
Ard-0ifig.

Only those whose membership of the Répi,l'bliéa.h. M
exceeds 12 months shall be eligible for selection ar
tion as candidates in parliamentary or local gove
elections. 4

R T
39, FORMATION: T ol o

 “Cuainn sball be estoblished in such ar
Chomhairle or authorised Comhairli Ceantair ma

40, Yo Cumann shall be f&rﬁmedwithoﬁﬁ"ﬁpr@ﬁ”
the Ard-Chomieirle or authorised Comhairle Ce
rame, meeting place, area and proposed membe

42, ! :
The initial meeting shall be presided over

of the Organisation accrodited for that purpose,
first business shall be to elect its officers (
until the next Annual Election) and to arrange for
to An Ard-0ifig its affiliation fee and list of off

Pigapn el b

43. MEMBERSEIP:

A Cumenn shall consist of not less than f1



a4,

Its officers ahall oanliqt of a c‘v“‘f4
member of all Comuittees), a Leas-Cathaoirleac
beirt Chisteoir, and shall be elected annual
meeting held on written notice, within fourt
the termimation of the Ard-!'heis. Ly

FO A

45, ¥ b
Delegates to the Comha.irle Cea.nﬁsir pha
the same meeting, =
46, e :
No member or ex-membei shall have any r:l.ght
Cumann or against any other officer or member
any act or omission in pucsuance of its ruléaﬁgt
that of appeal to the Comleirle Cep.nta.ir or Ard.
as in the rules providede '

47.

Candidates for membership mus% be propooeﬁ*
by two members of the Cumann and their admissiol
tionary memvers must be agree'l to by a ‘me jorit;
present 2t a duly convened meetirng of the Cu

S

o1

48.
An annual registra“ion of we
and records of nembership held by
by An Coiste Sersta, The regisuo tion
of members' Affiliations to economie
other specialist organisations,
subscription of at lesst 5p of wh
Chontairle and the balance dividéd
CGeneral Mecting of %he commh‘,a;
Treasurer shall be responsibl ;
records of paywents,

49.

No person shall be
time. Transfer fecilit
vho, for gonui.ne mm
‘nothero

50.
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The Affiliation Fee for each fimancial year shall be
two pounds (£2) in the canse of new Cumainn and six :
(€6) in each subnequent year. A Cumann which s fot paid the
Affiliation Fee by January 31et shall be struck off the

¥

Register and can only be re-affiliated as o new Cumann.
52, |

’

¥

Bach Cumann ehall' wndeavour to meet frequently
when there ia specifio business to be transacted,
be the responsibility of An Ruma{ to ensure that .
the Cumann is summoned whenever circulars are rec

An Ard-Qifig which indicate that a meeting of the
to be held. ’a 4 ’

53« COMMITTEES : g

o HI0LS il Jaei

The Officers of the Cumann shall meet in Commi

consider applications for membership, to prepare ma

Cumann consideration, or to carry out special work
required by the Cumann to do so. :

54.

o

Other Committees of its members for special pu

ray be set up by the Cumann as required but each
realise that it is part of its work:- 3

(2) To see that the Irish language, games and
2 knowledge of -Irish Histary and Irish Culture 3
are promoted in its area, and that all social
under its auspices are of an Irish-Ireland nat

(t) To foster increased production in
factories, to promote the local consumption
and generally to carry out the Economic Pr
thus reducing unemployment and emigration.

« 53

55 POWERS AND DUTIES:
A Cumann shall have powert-.

(a) To fix a membership fee for its members
such further levies as 1t requires, To raise
entertainments or collections, subject to previ
from the Comairle Ceantair. o

(b) To suspend or expel any of its members :
or supersede any of its Officers or Committee me
expiry of his normal term, for adequate causes,

.
o
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right of appeal to the Comhairle Ceantair and an ultimte
right of appeal to the Ard-Chomhairlh. The suspension
member for an unapecified period shall become invalid

six monthe unlese it la remewed, , ; e e

.

56. gt %

All oharges againat the members must be made in wri
and signed. The member no oharged shall receive frop A
in writing a copy of the charge and motification t
the next meeting of the Cumann to answer the charge.

wolfe B

70 : ¥
¢ A Cumann shall keep in strict custody, a roll of
members, & minute book and an account of its receipts,
expenditure, assets and liabilities, These shall be Of
inspection by the Commairle Ceantair, Ard-Chommairle m:
and the Director of Organising,

58. ¢ i ;
No Officer of a Cumann shall act as auditor f
Cumnn. 3 : at 'ﬂ,

59. :
(2) An Runa{ shall, at the end of each month,
the Comiairle Ceantair a monthly report on the act
his Cumann. There no Comhairle Ceantair exists,
stall be sent to An tArd-Rumai,
Lt 4 BTN
(b) Monthly report forms sentfron An Ard-
completed by the Cumann and ‘forwarded direct,
secretarial -expenses, to AniArd-Oifig. A copy’
report shall be sent to the Comhairle Ceantai:
exists, g | PTG TR
' e < 4 SO0K e
60. DISPUTES: g e
» g { L‘.-‘i
Differences arising in a C
the bodies concerned are unable to set!
to theComhairle Ceantair for settlemen
appeal to the Ard-Chomhairle. ! -

6l./ i \ '
Any member of a Cumann holding
sion of a Cumann is contrary to the
policy of the Organisation
decision signed by the Cat
te sent for consideration
right of ultimate appeal
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The Cufiann shall eubm:

the Comhairle Ceantai: 1
direct to the Ard-Chomiairle.

TR
. No Officia.l or member of a Cumann
stall mcur a debt in the n&me~ ¢f 'ﬁhé.‘e‘!"‘

63.-

Ard-Olfig, Sinn Fein,
24 Sraid Chaoimhin Ioch,
BATLE ATEA CLIATH 8.




