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BY A UNANIMOUS vote Free
State Sinn Féin, at their Ard-Fheis
of January 27-29, decided to aban-
don all pretence of Republicanism
and accept any oath or declaration
demanded by the British govern-
ment of candidates in the local
council elections in the Six Coun-
ties next May.

The actual text of the oath or declar-
ation, which is carried on this page,
requires those taking it:
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€ [ declare that, if elected, T will not by word or deed express support for or
approval of—

(a) any organisation that is for the time being a proscribed organisation
specified in Schedule 2 to the Northern Ireland (Emergency Provisions)

Act 1978: or

(b) acts of terrorism (that is to say, violence for political ends) connected
with the affairs of Northern Ireland.
® The text of the oath from the published British “FElected Authorities
(Northern Ireland) Act "’

and 1919 have been as follows: Dublin’s Mansion House took place one

short week after the same people presum-

1. To disown publicly all
banned by the British occupying power
including the Irish Republican Army,
Cumann na mBan and Fianna Eireann,
and

2. To repudiate publicly the right of
the Irish people to use force of arms to
dislodge the British Occupation Forces
from Ireland and establish Irish freedom.

There was not even one dissenting voice
to expose this further sellout of the
Republican position in Ireland and not
even one person to vote against it. So
much for those who said in 1986 that
they would “fight” the slide down the
constitutional and reformist road “from
the inside”! Where are they now?

UNMISTAKEABLE STEPS
To date the unmistakable steps away
from the All-Ireland Republic of 1916

1. Accep ofjthel2Geountyjstate ed to commemorate the First Diil at
. . . . -Fh 2 f d d
?‘;‘;6"'5 institutions at the Ard-Fheis o which Cathal Brugha as Ceann Comhairle

and all the elected Deputies stood and
declared solemnly: “‘we accept the Dec-
laration of Independence and pledge our-
selves to make it effective by every means
in our power™.

Meanwhile the media concentrated with
glee on the explicit criticism of the mil-
itary wing of Free State Sinn Féin — the
first time ever at an Ard-Fheis. Will these
spokespersons never learn that no amount
of public self-abasement or self-flagell-
ation will satisfy the pro-British elements
in radio, television and the press.

Full acceptance of the status quo —
including British rule in Ireland — and
nothing else will abate the hostility of the
media. Those who abandoned the Repub-
lic in 1986 will have to go all the way
down the Workers Party road to achieve
this. Signs are not lacking that this is their
intention — and as such it is being reveal-

2. Registering at Leinster House as a
Free State political party in 1987.

3. Applying to the 26-county police
for permits to sell Easter Lilies in 1988
(which met with refusal);

4. Asking the British Crown Forces for
permission to march to the graves of Irish
men and Irish women whom the same
Crown Forces have killed;

5. Making submissions (defined as
“referring deferentially to arbitration™)
to the British government and the Dublin
administration in their review of the
workings of the Hillsborough Deal;

6. Instructing Irish political prisoners
in English jails to cease demanding
repatriation to the Six Counties, ie.
retun to their own country, and ask
instead for reallocation within the
so-called United Kingdom;

7. Voting unanimously to swallow any

Britlh path  oF - declarationis the 2bv. ed bit by bit.
making a mockery of political morality LONG YEARS

and dishonouring the memory of those
who died rather than accept such oaths
to a foreign power.

Of course it did not go unnoticed that
the latter decision was taken on the
actual anniversary of one of the most
traumatic events in recent Irish history —
the of 14 d Irish citi
by British paratroopers in Derry on
Bloody Sunday, 1972.

The exercise in political hypocrisy at

Republicans know and are very con-
scious of the fact that political prisoners
have spent long years in jails and intern-
ment camps rather than give undertakings
of the kind referred to here,

On the world stage Nelson Mandela has
been in prison for 26 years. Now in his
71st year he could have secured release at
any time since 1975 if he had made a dis-
honourable declaration such as that
accepted unanimously by Free State Sinn
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® Nelson Mandela. He could have secur-

ed release at any time since 1975 by taking
such an oath.
Féin on January 29."Around the world he
is honoured and at home in South Africa
he is recognised as the Father of his
people.

Similarly Republicans have lost their
jobs down the years and continue to be
excluded from employment because they
will not swallow such oaths or pledges.
This applies to all people in state or semi-
state employment.

For Sinn Féin Poblachtach the Declar-
ation of the First Diil (already quoted)
and the Oath of Allegiance taken by all
Deputies and IRA Volunteers in 1919
still stand: ** . . . to support and defend
the Irish Republic and the Government
of the Irish Republic, which is Diil Eir-
eann (32 Counties) against all enemies
foreign and domestic . . . "

In a national liberation struggle any
other course begins in con.promise with
the enemy — and these have been listed -
and ends in the situation of the Workers
Party: complete capitulation on the
national issue. Watch how it unfolds —
step by step!
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‘GEORGE PLANT and the Rule
of Law — the Devercaux Affair
1940-42" is the title of an article in
the 1988 Tipperary Historical
Journal, written by a Tipperary
teacher, Michael Moroney.

For readers too young to remember
these events this article explains how
George Plant, a Protestant from St.
Johnstown, Fethard, Co. Tipperary and
an IRA veteran of the Tan War ard the
counter-revolution that followed, was
executed by the Fianna Fiil regime under
de Valera in March 1942. He was charged
with the shooting of suspected IRA
informer, Michael Devereaux, from Wex-
ford.

VINDICTIVENESS

De Valera’s government pursued George
Plant with a unique vindictiveness using
an emergency order (No. 41F) to bring
him and two others before the military
court after they were discharged from the
Special (non4ury) Court. Defence Coun-
sel, Sein MacBride, argued in vain that it
was a fundamental rule of law that a per-
son could not be put in jeopardy twice
for the same offence.

Any pretence of justice or the rule of

law was discarded by de Valera as he used
the emergency declared during World
War 2 to bring in a Military Court, com-
prised of three military officers. If a
person was found guilty before this court
it could only impose a death sentence,
and no appeal was possible.

Another order (No. 139) was introduc-
ed, again for the purpose of the trial, to
compel the military court to disregard
the normal rules of evidence so that false
statements could be presented by the
prosecution. This over-riding of any sem-
blance of law produced the desired result
— George Plant, Patrick Davern and
Michael Walsh were sentenced to be shot
by firing squad.

The Fianna Fdil cabinet met on
March 2, commuted the death sentences
on Walsh and Davern and three days later
George Plant was taken to Portlaoise Jail
from Mountjoy and executed by a squad
of military policemen. Six years later his
remains were exhumed and re-interred at
St. Johnstown, Fethard, in his native
Tipperary.

Much more detail and biographical
material is contained in the article in the

Tipperary Historical Journal. 1t is on sale
in Greene’s Bookshop, Clare Street,

anomalies m.th s
honours requirements:

The Union’s President,
Tadhg Daly, informed the
media that the USI wquld
be secking urgent meetings
with the ministers involved
and that “we will be prep-
ared to back this up vylth
demonstrative action,
should there be no sign of
movement.”

Much of USI’s criticism
is focused on the means
test. It points to the fact
that the average man with
two children is outside the
means test limits. A family
with two children must
earn less than £ 12,000 to
get any sort of grant,
whereas in Britain the fig-
ure is stg. £ 19,000.

The whole notion of a
grant scheme is that all
tax-payers contribute to
allow those persons who
are most able to go to
college. The system at
present places most of the
burden on the students
and their parents, and dis-
criminates heavily against
the children of unemploy-
ed parents or PAYE tax-
payers, going to college.

The voice of Irish sluld-
ents, USI News, in its
Editorial, (January) sugg-
ests that wealth and _Iand
tax which are traditional
forms of revenue in most
western countries, are al-
most non-existent in Ire-
land. Tony O’Reilly,Smur-
fit, Humphrey, Goodman
and so on should pay a
lot more to balance the
[rish economy.

USI also suggest that the
2/4 honours requirement
for third level grants serves
no educational value, and
is a waste of tax-payers’
money. Mr. Daly said
“the two honours needed
for VEC grants and the
four honours under the
£27m Higher Education
Grants Scheme could be
amalgamated to  save
money.”

Peter MacMenamin of
the Teachers Union of Ire-
land and Elizabeth Quinn
of the National Parents
Council supported USI in
these matters and called
for changes in this unfair
system.
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THE AGM of (o

Uladh was held orh}?ﬂc
ember 27 last. The fo[lnw‘
ing Officers were electcr{
by the delegates from the
nine counties of e,
Cathaoirleach Clr, éamon.
Larkin (Bearna Uladh)
Runai’ Eamon Mazhﬁna‘
(An t-Tiir), Cisteoir Ligy
Mimnagh (An Cabhén),
OCP Mick Donegan (Beay.
na Uladh), Oige Séamas (§
h-Anluain (An Din), 0ig.
eachas Eamon G Mathina,
Ridltas Aitiiil Tomds (§
Lonargdin, Ard Chomp-
airle Delegates Mick Mc-

teoiy

Manus  (Fear Manach),
Geraldine Taylor (Béal
Feirste).

Dublin 2 (price £10).

AGO:

THROUGHOUT FEBRUARY 1939
the Sabotage Campaign, pegun in
England by the Irish Republican
Army the previous month, con-
tinued. On February 3, explosions
took place at Left Luggage offices
in Leicester Square and Tottenham
Court Road Undeground Stations
in London: four incendiary bombs
were set off at targets in Coventry
the next day while an attempt was
made to break the outer wall of
Walton Prison, Liverpool. In Lon-
don the following week further
incendiary bombings took place.

According to the ‘S’ Plan for the cam-
paign, public services and especially
transport, electricity supplies and the
“Royal Mail” — in which the English
Establishment prided itself greatly —
were the main targets of operations.
The objective of the campaign as stated
in the Ultiraatum delivered to the British
Foreign Secretary in January was of
course to secure British military evac-
uation from Ireland and the issuing of 4
Declaration of Abdication with regard
to this country.

Panic grew in England and scores of
Irishmen and women were arrested,
The finding of a copy of the Wolfe Tone
Weekly (edited by Brian O'Higgins and
published by Joe Clarke) or of a Repub-
lican pamphlet in raids on their homes
or lodgings was sufficient to have them

iated with the bombings and fires
that went on all over England.
f CONSPIRACY

The first sentences to be handed down
by British courts to the new generation of
Irish Republican activists were in Falkirk
in Scotland during February. Terence
J. MacSherry from North Leitrim received

to steal” explosives and (ii) possessing
explosive  substances  while Samuel
Kennedy received 5 years also for “con-
spiracy to steal” explosives.

They were to be followed over the next
year and a half by close on one hundred
faithful Irish men and women who were
sentenced to savage terms of imprison-
ment because of their love of Ireland and
their desire to see her free. And two of
them were to make the supreme sacrifice.

It will be of interest that operations
were confined to England itself and the

only activities in Scotland and Wales
were of a planning and supply nature,

‘S’ PLAN
The ‘S’ Plan was specific on this point,
In addition to sending copies of the
Ulti and Proclamation to the

10 years penal servitude for (i) “conspi

The LA bombed o London Underground

=24 The IRA Campaign in England 1939~4(

French, German, Italian and United
States Governments, copies of both were
to be sent to the Scottish National Party,
the Welsh Nationalist Party, the British
Labour Party, the Independent Labour
Party and the Civil Liberties Councils in
Belfast, England and the United States,

Part 2 (d) (i) of the Plan reads:

“The Scottish and Welsh Nationalist
Parties will be assured of the sympathetic
interest of Ireland in their aspirations and
of the abiding affection of the Irish people
for them as kindred of a common race.

“Assurance will

be given alsg .
there can be no enmity between tl':::

people and ours and that
opinion or loyalty can av:x;u?t:mor
in these countries their own best al

interests are subord al
ilsic inorestsor o © 2l imper.

Further Part 2 (d) (ii) states:

“The two Labour Parties will be assured
of the sympathy of the democratic Irish
Republic with their efforts for the better-
ment of the conditions of the English
people, with whom the people of Ireland
have no quarrel except in so far as by
acquiescence in the actions of their
government, they assume — admittedly
wholly undesired — a degree of respon-
sibility for its conduct.”

The attitude of the Irish Republican
Army to the people of England was
placed on record officially in the formal
Ultimatum of January 12:

“Neither the Government of the Irish
Republic (ie the Army Council which ha\{
delegated to it the executive powers _N
the government by the faithful Deputies
of the Second Diil Eireann the previous
December) nor the Irish People ar
actuated by any feelings of hostility ©
the people of Britain.

“Rather would we welcome a bettet
understanding but this can be brousht
about only on the basis that each of the
tWo peoples is absolutely free to punsu
its own course unhampered by the other:

In other words the only enemy W®
British policy towards Ireland and thos®
Who framed and implemented that policy:
the English Ruling Class and its agents-

Fifty years ago this month unpaid 2
unselfish Irish soldiers — men and wome?
= Were once more laying their lives 3%
liberties on the line in the heart ©
enemy termitory for the national libe”
ation of Ireland,

(Refs. “The Trial of Peter Bames 314
thers” by Letitia Fairfield 1953 3%
“The Wolfe Tone Annual” 1950. Mor®

next month.)
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AnTaisce Acts
asBritish

IT APPEARS THAT Margaret
Thatcher ’s restrictions on standing
for election in the Six Counties
!mve been borrowed by the admin-
istrators of the Tailors Guild Hall,
Back Lane in Dublin’s Libertics
to deny facilities to Sinn Féin
Poblachtach for a pageant comm-
emorating the 70th Anniversary
of the First Diil Eireann.

After accepting a booking by phone
on December 3 last the administrator,
John Tocttcher, responded with the
letter shown here (right) on December
15. He is employed by An Taisce (‘The
National Trust for Ireland’) who were
given the lease of the Tailors Guild
Hall by Dublin Corporation in 1984.

The chairperson of An Taisce, Con-
suelo O'Connor (sister of Carmencita
Hederman), admitted to the Sunday
Press on December 18 that the decision

a Committee meeting.
Cathleen Knowles, Ard Runai of Sinn

Féin Poblachtach asked Mr. Toettcher, in
further correspondence, dated January 7,
when it had become the policy of An
Taisce to request denunciations of
‘violence’ from applicants wishing to rent
Tailors Hall. No answer has been received
to date.

It is supremely ironic that Republicans
are to be excluded from the Tailors
Guild Hall as it was the meeting place of
Wolfe Tone and the members of the
Catholic Committee in the early 1790s.
They were dubbed ‘The Back Lane
Parliament’ by the Ascendancy Parlia-
ment in College Green.

The Dublin Society of the United
Irishmen also held meetings there and
one of the rooms in the recently renov-
ated building is called the ‘Wolfe Tone
Room’.

An Taisce has a membership of over
6,000 in the 26 Counties but it is not
clear whether any were consulted about
their new politically-inspired booking
policy either.

Agent

Speaking at the Mansion House on
January 21 Diithi O Conaill, Leas-
Uachtaran, Sinn Féin Poblachtach, said:
“There are others who purport to serve
the interests of the Irish people but-who,
in effect, wish that Independence was
never declared and fought for. Such an
element controls An Taisce as was
demonstrated by their refusal to allow a
pageant in honour of the First Diil
being staged in Tailors Hall.

CONTROLLING ELEMENT

“Many Republicans did trojan work

to prevent Tailors Hall becoming a dere-

3

""
2
—

An Taisce

sl Tront for Ireland
M,

Telephone 017441748

that the controlling element of that
centre should today act as agents of
British government policy in the 26
Counties.

“We have asked An Taisce if there
is any significance in the fact that their
recent request to Sinn Féin Poblachtach
to renounce physical force was similar
to the decision of the British government
to demand a declaration of non-violence
from candidates sceking election in the
Six Counties. Republicans are good at
doing trojan work but we will not tolerate
trojan horses.”

H
—
—
=
== to refuse the Hall had not been taken at
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lict eyesore in the 1960s and it is ironic

Death Squadsin Guatemala

CONTRARY to the
Guatemalan  military
authority  statements
in respect of the im-
proved situation of
Human Rights in the
Central American state,
latest reports indicate
that abuses and violat-
ions are in fact in-
creasing. One of the
latest violations came
to light in a report
from the Comite Pro
Justicia y Pay de Guat-
emala (CPJPG), Com-
mittee for Justice in
Guatemala.

On October 14 last Car-
los Martinez Godoy, trade-
union leader of the em-
ployees of the Internation=
al Bank and member of
the trade-union Federation

This latest killing follow-
ed an announcement made
by the victim, Martinez
Godoy, that his organisat-
ion would support a strike
by employees of the Army:. <
Bank. This is not the first
time that trade-union
activities have been target-
ed by these death squads.

CHILD SHOT

In May 1986, an attempt
was made on the life of
José Mercedes Sortz, who
three months earlier had
been abducted by military
agents in plain clothes.
Their attempt failed but
Sortz’s child was shot in
the incident and is since
paralysed. Party members
of the Central Municipal
- Workers Union, (Sindicato
Central de Trabajadores
Municipales), have been

of Bank and I em-
ployees, was abducted and
assassinated by one of
Guatemala’s notorious mil-
itary/police death squads.

continuing  targets of
Human Rights violations.
AMNESTY

In 1986, President Vin-

@ José Mercedes Sortz pictured with his son, who was

y 2 e

paralysed in an attempt on his father’s life, in May 1986.

icio Cerezo in a military-
promulgated amnesty

granted immunity to all.

those responsible for ‘pol-
itical crimes and related
common crimes’ committ-

.ed under his predecessor,

General  Efrain  Rios
Montt’s  administration.
But according to Amnesty
International’s latest rep-
ort there have been num-
erous violations of the
amnesty agreement.

University student; Deb-
ora Carolina Vasquez Vel-
asquez, was abducted in
April 1987 and driven dir-
ectly to Justo Rifino
Barrios (Military Barracks)
in Guatemala City, where
she was held and tortured
for 9 days. At no time
did the military admit to
her detention. Carlos Perer
Oscal also was abducted
by men linked with the
municipality of Guate-
mala City and suffered
similar treatment at the
hands of his captors.

FOUND DEAD

A great majority of
those abducted during
1987 were either found
dead or simply ‘disappear-
ed’. Alma America Garrido
de Girdn, schoolteacher,
was ‘taken’ by four armed,
plainclothes men on Jan-
uary 14. Three days later
her battered body was dis-
covered. ‘An autopsy rep-
ort indicated she was tor-
tured to death. In October,
two agronomists, Danilo
Sergio Alvarado Mejia and
Rene Haroldo Leiva C
met with the same fate.

Also in October, three
members of a Peasant
League were abducted by
members of the Guatem-
ala military near Suchitep-
equez and taken to a local
military base. The body of
one, Manuel Chin Bosos,
was found early in Novem-
ber. The other two are still
‘missing’. 3

CALL TO UN

The World Organisation
Agams! Torture, has called
on Under-Sceretary Gener-
al of the United Nations,
M. Jan Martenson request-
ing that he take all necess-
ary steps to put an end to
this brutal activity in
Guatemala by these ‘death
squads’ to safeguard the
fundamental rights and
lives of workers and trade-
union leaders. The organ-
isation also appeals to all
concerned  with  human
rights to voice their prot-
est by writing personally
to:
S.E. Vinicio Cerezo, Pres-
idente, De la Repiblica de
Guatemala, Palacio Nac-
ional, Guatemala or Sr.
Juan José Peralta, Ministro
Del Interior, Guatemala.

COMHAIRLE CHUIGE
LAIGHEAN
AT the AGM of the above
body during December the
following officers were
clected for 1989 from
Leinster:
Niall O Faogdin (Co. na
Mi), Rinaf Kathleen Sheil
(Co. BAC), Cisteoir Paddy
Kerr (Dtn Dealgain), OCP
John Horan (BAC), Ard

Cathaoirleach

Cathaoirleach  Sedn O
Loinsigh (Longfort), Rinai’
Deaglin G Cuimin (Liat-
roim), Cisteolr Uinseann
O Dochartaigh (Sligeach), .
OCP Antoine de Bhailis
(Gaillimh),  Oideachais -
Séamus O Niraigh (Gaill-
imh), Oige Diithi’ Seoighe
(Gaillimh), Delegates to
the Ard  Chombhairle
Séamus O Néraigh, Uin-

ghomhairle Dd:gale: };’iall seann O Dochartaigh. !
g ; a

’Maz:ﬁ?m' e TRAGEDIES
OF KERRY

COMHAIRLE CHUIGE DOROTHY  Macardle’s

CHONNACHT story of sorrow and glory

AT the AGM of Comhairl is now available to readers

Chtiige Chonnacht onNov-  in the USA and Canada,

ember 20 last the delegates Send your orders to PO

elected the following off- :

icers: )

Box 1053, South Orange;
New Jersey 07079, USA.

Leitrim Wa

THE RECENT announce-
ment of the launching of a
Neighbourhood Watch
scheme in Manorhamilton,
Co, Leitrim must be view-
ed with unease, **because
of the many far-reaching
implications inyolyed”, the
Leitrim Comhairle Cean-
tair of Sinn Féin Poblach-
tach feels,

In a statement they say:
“This scheme encourages
the public to increase their

igil is  the

ears of the Gardai, All this
in an area accepted as hav-
ing a low crime rate, The
inevitable outcome of this
must be that many people
will be duped into becom-
ing informants of one kind
or another, an activity
shunned by most™,

The statement goes on:
“While we consider the
protection and well-being
of the elderly and the

. most vyulnerable in our

affairs of others and in so
doing become the eyes and

ity to be of para-
mount importance, we are
confident that the Sligo/

Leitrim District have suff-
icient numbers of Gardai
on the ground to protect
those in need and suppress
any criminal elements.
“Perhaps if less of their
time was devoted to har-
assing Republicans and in
collaborating  with  the
British forces along the
border, there would be no
need to initiate a local spy
network in Leitrim or any-
where  else  for that
matter”, the statément
concludes.
~ Ard Chombhairle mem-

ber, Declan Curneen of
Glenade, Co. Leitrim in a
follow-up letter to the
editor of the Donegal
Democrat on January 27
last, stated that the
*Diarist’ columnist in that
paper had once again
attempted to misrepresent
what their position was.

DIVERSION
He pointed out that
‘Neighbourhood ~ Watch”
was a scheme designed to

.cover-up the diversion for

many years of Gardai to
collaboration along the
British-imposed Border, to
the detriment of the sccur-
ity of elderly people in
rural areas.
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jobvious that Sinn Féin

very logical decision

@ The first session of the First Ddil Eireann —

Ceann Comhairle and Count Plunkett is reading
Le Ruairi O Conchiir

HAS JANUARY 21, 1989 came closer it became

SN

Poblachtach were going

ito be the only organisation to honour Ireland’s
iDeclamtion of Independence in a public cere-
imony on the streets of Dublin.

| By the eve of the 70th Anniversary of the
jFirst Dail Eireann all the 26-County political
jparties had admitted they were not going to
mark the event. Without doubt this was a

given the differences

between Leinster House and its origins and

i‘ihe truly democratic and all-Ireland assembly

iwhich first met in the Mansion House, Dublin

;‘on the afternoon of January 21, 1919.

{| The establishment media
pwent to considerable
Jengths in its attempts to
jgnore the whole occasion
‘or the fact that a public
.commemoration and other
tcelebratory events were
‘organised to mark it. The
Evening Herald went so far
as to pretend that it was
iall about celebrating 70
wyears of Leinster House !
Journalist Nollzig O
“Gadhra was shouted down
on RTE Radio’s Saturday

View shortly after noon

when he started to refer
to the ceremonies about to
begin at the Mansion
House. Anything except
trying to explain why
Republicans were the only.
people  marking what
should be our Indepen-
dence Day, if we had a
Free Ireland !

The reenactment cere-
mony began shortly after
1pm outside the Mansion
House with a platform for
the speakers and guest-of-
honour Katie B. Keaney,

SHSRSE . UEEN
Seats had been prepar

niece of the 1916 leader
Sedn Mac Diarmada. Katie
travelled fromKiltyclogher,
Co. Leitrim for the day
and enjoyed it immensely.
Another link with revol-
utionary Ireland was a
statement  delivered on
behalf of Comdt. General
Tom Maguire of Cross, Co.
Mayo, the last and faithful
survivor of the Second
(All-Ireland) Diil Eireann
1921. Due to his advancing
-years he was unable to
travel in person but he
sent his greetings to Sinn
Féin Poblachtach.
Reflecting the predom-
inant use of the Irish
language on the first day
of the First Ddil Comdt.
General Maguire stated:
“Bhi’ muintir na hEireann
aontaithe ag an am sin.
Thug siad lan tacaiocht do
Oglaigh na hEireann, do
Chumann na mBan, Fianna
Eireann agus do Shinn
Féin. I stair na hEireann
nior tharla a leithéid riamh

B
ed for 105 members. Cathal Brugha is
the Message to the Free Nations of the World.

\r:-' s ;
| Democratic

| We declare in the words of the Irish Republican Pro-
| clamation the right of the people of Ireland 1o the
) ownership of Ireland, and 10 the unfettered control

of Irish destinies 10 be indefeasible, and in the lan-

uage of our first President, Padraig Mac Pisrais, we

Ceclare t the Nation's sovereignty extends not
only 1o all men and women of the Nation, but o
il its material possessions, the Nation’s soil and all
its resources, all the wealth and all the wealth-produc-
ing processes within the Nation, and with him we
reatfiem that sl right 10 private property must be
L subordinated 1o the public right and welfare,

We declare that we desire our country 10 be ruled in
accordance with the principles of Liberty, Equality,
snd Justice for all, which slone can secure perman-
ence of Government in the willing adhesion of the
people.

We affirm the duty of every man and woman 10 give
j allegiance and service 10 the Commonwealth, and
declare it is the duty of the Nation that every citizen
shall have opportunity 1o spend his or her strength
and faculties in the service of the people. In return
for willing service, we, in the name of the Republic,
declare the right of every citizen 10 an adequate
share of the Nation's labour.

It shall be the first duty of the Government of the
Republic 10 make provision for the physical, mental
and spiritual well-being of the children, o secure that
no child shall suffer hunger or cold from lack of food,
) clothing, or shelter, but that all shall be provided with
the means and facilities requisite for their proper
) education and v:l‘n\qg s Citizens of a Free and
Gaelic Ireland,

Programme

It shall be the duty of the Republic to adopt all
measures necessary for the recreation and invigors
stion of our indusulies, and 1o ensure their being
developed on the most beneficial and progressive
<o-operative and industrial lines, With the adoption of
#n extensive Irish Consular Service, trade with foreign
Nations shall be reyived on terms of mutual advan:
tage and goodwill, and while undertaking the organis:
ation of the Nation's trade, import and export, It
shall be the dmr of the Republic to prevent the ship-
ment from Ireland of food and other necessities
wntil the wants of the Irish people are fully satis:
fied and the future proyided for,

It shall also devolve upon the National Gavernment
10 seek co-operation of the Governments of other
counuries in determining a standard of Social and
Industrial Legislation with a view 10 & general and
lasting improvement in the conditions under which
the working classes live and labour,

The Irish Republic fully realises the necessity of abol:
ishing the present odious, degrading and foreign Poor
Law System, substituting therefor » nympnhclle
native scheme for care of the Nation's aged and
infirm, who shall not be regerded a5 # burden, but
rather entitled 1o the Nation's gratitude and consid-
eration, Likewise it shall be the duty of the Republic
1o take such measures a5 will safequard the health
of the people and ensure the physical as well a3 the
moral wellbeing of the Nation,

It shall be our duty to promote the development of
the Nation's resources, 10 increase the productivity
of its soil, 10 exploit its mineral deposits, peat bogs,
and fisheries, its waterways and harbours, in the
interests and for the benefit of the Irish people.

roimhe sin.

“Ach, faraor géar, thréigh
ceannairi dirithe na
hEireann Poblacht na
hEireann. Ghlacadar le tit
roinnte, le spledchas in
ionad neamhspledchas, le
dhd stit sclibhénta, in
jonad Poblacht Daon-
lathach Neamhspleich na
hEireann.

“Td 4r dtir, Eireann, ag
fulaingt 6 shoin, agus
beidh si do dtiocfaidh an
1la ina mbeadh saoirse
jomldn na hEireann bainte
amach ag Gaeil arist. Agus
tiocfaidh an 1d sin, le
Cinamh Dilis Dé.”

Comdt. General Maguire
also called for an end to
the continuing collabor-
ation which was assisting
England in its task of
completing the conquest
of Ireland.

The re-enactment began
in front of several hundred
people gathered at the
Mansion House with the
reading of the Declaration
of Independence in Irish.
In 1919 the speaker was
the Ceann Combhairle and
later Minister of Defence
in the First Dil, Cathal
Brugha (TD for Co, Water-
ford):

“De bhri gur dual do
mhuintir  na  hEireann
bheith ina saor ndisiun,,, "

Cathal Brugha pointed
out to the assembled elect.
ed representatives, press
and the public what this
Declaration meant; “We
are now done with Eng-
land, " he said, Sdun"%
86, Dublin, read this doc.
ument  and  Cathleen
ﬁuovzlu. lAlrd-mhur. con-
nued with the
version, Frglap

TRILINGUAL
& OCCASION
he text was next rea
in French by Sedn 8
Brddaigh, The first meeting
of the First Ddil Eireanp '

e
B e

" Declarationy
' Independeny

Whereas the Irish people is by right a free people:
Whereas for seven hnndn:ed years thg Irish peq, leh
;\nn:has repcaledly protested in arms against foreign um;;::"t_:
i i i {1 n:
Whereas English r.ule in (hls'({nuntry is, and alw
:r?dd fraud and maintained by military occupation 3?3;111&‘”,”"’
e 4
people: o 9 O
Whereas the Irish Republic Wwas proclaimed in pyp;
n;Aym:he Irish Republican Army acting on behalf of the M“',‘,ﬂ; rf;f."

i le is resolved to se,
nd Whereas the Irish peop cure ang
ﬁ.dependence in order to promote the common weal I’;“f‘:
to provide for future def'ence, to insure peace at home 3nd'gnm1 i
nd to constitute a national policy based upon the pmvk';.“

R R e

;: :nd equal opportunity for every citizen: ¥
@ And Whereas at the threshold of a new era in istory the Bl

| Election of December, 1918, seized the firg 0ceasi
S::r:vr}dlelming majority its firm allegiance to the Irish R?pubE:

Now, therefore, we, the elected Representatives of the cier
National Parliament assembled, do, in the name of the "
establishment of the Irish Republic and pledge ourselyes and o
this declaration effective by every means at our command:

We ordain that the elected Representatives of the Irish people iy
make laws binding on the people of I.rel:a'nd, and that the [rig,
only Parliament to which that people will give its allegiance:

We solemnly declare foreign government in Ireland to be an inyas;
right which we will never tolerate, and we demand the evacuatiy
9 by the English Garrison:

“ We claim for our national independence the recognition and suy
nation in the world, and we proclaim that independence to be 10
{1'to international peace hereafter:

g

e

In the name of the Irish people we humbly commit our destiny
who gave our fathers the courage and determination to perr
1 centuries of a ruthless tyranny, and strong in the justice of th:
i\ have handed down to us, we ask His divine blessing on thi t
5 struggle we have pledged ourselves to carry through to F[eedqg:}
P T e e S SRR R AN LR

French and English being

private property must be
used to address the out-

subordinated to the public

side world.

The First Ddil had pre-
pared a Message to the
Free Nations of the World
which called on them to
support the Irish Republic
and demanded to be con-
fronted with England at
the Peace Congress in
Europe, which had opened
in Paris on January 18,
1919, so that the world
might guarantee Ireland’s
national independence,

As we now know, the
‘Big Four' powers of the

SA, Britain, France and
Italy had already agreed
not to admit the case of
any small nationality with-
nutt theilr unanimous con-
sent so Ireland’s delegates
to the Peace Confergence
never got a hearing,

Ruairi 0 Brddaigh, Uach-
tardn, Sinn Fein Poblacht-
:;::l l;(l)l:lhthls document at

Anj
en;;:‘tmem. niversary re-
® final  docume
adopted by the Flrs‘:mD:i:
Wwas the Democratic Pro-
Sramme which outlined
the social anq economic
ams of g free Ireland
taking itg starting point
from the words of Pgd.
1aig Mac Piarais when he

right and welfare.

Councillor Frank Me-
Carry, Glens of Antrim,
read the Democratic Pro-
gramme.

STILL TO BE
IMPLEMENTED
Ddithi O Conaill, leas-
Uachtardn,  Sinn F?"m
Poblachtach,  addressing
the crowd said that
“Republicans, who put
principle before exped-
iency, believe that the
Democratic ~ Programme
and Declaration of lm‘lt-
pendence of January 21,
1919 are bodies of truth
to be implemented for the
good and welfare of all the
people of Ireland. Towards
that task let us bend OUf

will.”

He reminded the attend
ance of the mandate give"
to the members of thi
First Ddil by the Gener
Election of Decemb®f
1918, which was the lﬂsdl
time the Irish people 3¢!®
as a unit to demonstrat®
their democratic right ‘;’.
full freedom and SO¥
eignty,

“The Leinster Hous pole'
itical parties looked ont

was a trilingual occasion,

stated that 4] right to

_ First Ddil as a f°‘3°“ﬂ:-

memory unwonhL‘o




has neye, o repudiate
urpation;

Ys has b, upon force
ainst (h:e;é:“ﬁ n?i(; of the

blin on Eqgge,yondsys 1916
rish People:

> and majp egq its cqmp"f‘c
weal, to r::.blish justice,
and goodiyith all PatONS
people’s wil) gith equal right

the Irish ejegonte has in the
st occasion o declare by an
Republic:

the ancient Irsh people in

[ the Irish pgton, ratify the
Ives and our pople to make
and :

h people alop have power 10
at the Irish piament is the
lance:

be an invasionof our national
1e evacuation of our country

on and supper of every ‘free

Fianna Eircann and more
bearers  carrying 1798,
1848, Fenian, 1916, 1969
flags and the French Tri-
colour, the latter to mark
the 200th Anniversary this
year of the French Revol-
ution, and that country’s
links with  Republican
Ireland.

Next came piper Larry
O'Dowd from Sligo and
the men and women of the
Clonbony Pipe Band from
Co. Clare who together
added music and colour to
the parade as it made its
way from Dawson Street
into Nassau Street, Dame
Street, College Green and
over O’Connell Bridge.
The marchers halted at
Liberty Hall on Eden
Quay where the parade fell
out.

The second part of the
day’s celebrations  was
organised by the National
Commemoration Commit-
tee at 3pm in the Cultiir-
lann in Monkstown, to
where the crowd then made
their way by car, DART
and Bus.

The pageant, entitled An
Chéad Déil Eireann —
Cuimh hdin 1919 —

e to be a conditionp

yur destiny to Almighty God
n to persever through long

tice of the cas which they
 on this the bt stage of the
Freedom.

e

recall, he aid. For them to
mark theday would have
been hypuitical in the
extreme.

“Other pliticians believe
Independie can be ach-
jeved b Iish people
engaging 8 talks to decide
how thiidand of ours
can be sheed. But can one
share sOmeling which one
does NOt "1 ? The [righ

ple 3 1ot magterg
fxf:islﬂ,"f’*:ehnd. %

““A VICHSbrutg] repn e,
ive res"““‘hlher:wp.
jed part of oy country
while thEining o i
lol":lad ﬁ by elements
aﬂdﬂ‘i‘;‘ wm‘;hterea
an venti
of all R First l[;:;

1989 was staged under the
direction of Tomds Mac
Anna.

LAN GO DORAS

At this stage the Cultur-
lann’s fine theatre and
balcony was ‘lin go doras’
with people who had trav-
elled from all parts of the
country.

With music from Sedn
O Riada’s ‘Saoirse’ and the
fine voices of Eithne
Dempsey, Jim Bartley,
Sedn Campion and Christ-
opher Neary the pageant
traced the Republican
struggle through the flags
of Insurrection displayed
and the successful culmin-
ation in the establishment
of the First Déil Eireann.
The narrator concluded
with these inspiring and
fitting words:

“Diil Eireann elected in
1919 and again in 1921
was never prorogued,
never dismissed by the
people, superceded by two
other parliaments, against
the will of the majority:
legally it exists even if
only in memory and folk-
history and in the deep
desires of a resurgent
nation.

“None of those involved
in that First D4il Eireann
are with us today, but let
us stand in tribute and
salute them, for they rep-
resent to us and to the
Nation, the foundation
stone of the Republic,
which lives today, vibrant
as it was then, sovereign
and indivisable.”

As a tribute to Tomds
Mac Anna’s efforts for the
Republican Movement and
the Irish Nation a parch-
ment scroll was presented
to him after the pageant
by Ruairi O Bradaigh,
Uachtardn, Sinn Féin Pob-
lachtach.

REVOLUTIONARY
AID FROM FRANCE

A commemorative talk
with music was the next
item on stage at the Cul-
tirlann, delivered by Sedn
O Brddaigh. To mark the
200th Anniversary of the
French  Revolution, he
outlined the inspiration
that 1789 had for Rep-
ublicans in Ireland and the
efforts of the Revolution-
ary French Republic to aid

— g ured on stage during

v D
7 il

\

Ireland, most directly in
the 1796 and 1798 exped-
itions of Generals Hoche
and Humbert:

“Erin’s sons be not faint-
hearted,

Welcome, sing then Ca ira
From Killala they are
marching,

To the tune of Viva la!
“They come, they come,
see myriads come,

of Frenchmen to relieveus;
Seize, seize the pike, beat,
beat the drum

They come, my friends,

still inspire us and for
which we still struggle,
both North and South of
the British-created Bor-
der.”

The afternoon’s events
were brought to an
appropriate conclusion
with some great traditional
music from Aine Ni' Dhuill,
Marie Askin, Fidelma King
and Marina Myler. Alas,
the time went far too
quickly.

All the events were
video-taped and will short-

to save us.”

STILL STRUGGLE
Sedn O Bridaigh remind-
ed those present that *“Lib-
erty, Equality and Frater-
nity are noble ideals which - cpristopher Neary and
Eithne Dempsey, pict-

ly be available for those
who would like a perman-
ent souvenir and record
of what was an up-ifting
and morale-boosting day.

the pageant.

Se{in O Brdadaigh, deliv-
ering  his  speech at
the Culturlann,

To the Nations of the World ! Greeting.
The Nation of Ireland hnln: proclaimed her national

er
in Parliament assembled in the Irish Capital on January
21st, 1919, upon every free nation to support the
Irish Republic by recognising Ireland's national
status and her right to its vindication at the Peace
Congress,

Nationally, the race, luwmlhr customs and trad-
itions of Ireland are mdically distinct from the
English, Ireland is one of the most ancient nations in
Europe, and she has preserved her national integrity,
vigorous and intact, through seven centuries of foreign
oppression: she has never relinquished her national
léll, and throughout the long era of English usurp-
ation she has in every generation defiantly proclaimed
her inalienable right of nationhood down 1o her last
glorious resort to arms in 1916, b

Intemationally, Ireland is the gateway of the Atlantic:
Ireland is the last outpost of Eumpe towards the
West: lrelgnd is the point upon which great trade
routes between East and West converge: her inde-
rndme is demanded by the Freedom of the Seas:
er great harbours must be open to all nations instead
of being the of England. Today these har-
are empty and idle slely because English

retain Ireland as a bamren

A Q3
ment, and 1
:n.nphki position of this island, far from ::hh::
oefit and safegiard 10 Europe and A, is

R e e g M T

Message to the
Free Nations of the World

e

—

subjected 1o the purposes of England’s policy of |
world domination

Ireland today reasserts her historic nationhood the
more confidently before the new world emerging
from the War, because she believes in freedom and (|
{\.mke as the fundamental principles of intemational |
W, because she believes in 3 frank cooperation |
between the peoples for equal rights agamst the ||
vested prviieges of ancient yramies, because the |
pemanent peace of Europe can never be secured by |
perpetuating military domination for the profit of |
empire but only by establishing the control of govern- |
ment in every land upon the basis of the free will of 3
free people, and the existing state of war, between
Ireland and England. can never be ended until Ireland
s definitely evacuated by the anmed forces of England. |/

For these among other reasons, Ireland — resolutely
and imevocably determined at the dawn of the
promised era of selfdetermination and liberty that |
she will suffer foreign domination no longer — calls
upon every free nation 1o uphold her nation claim
1o complete independence a5 an lrish Republic |
against the arrugant pretensions of England founded
in fraud and sustained only by an overwhelming
military oceupation. and demands to be confronted
publicly with England at the Congress of Nations, in
order that the civilised world having judged between
English wrong and Irish right may guarantee to Ireland
its penmanent support for the, maintenance of her
national independence,

e N




In reference to the funeral

of Mr. Kevin Agnew,
Maghera, on the 20th Dec-
ember last I wish to state
the following because of
apparent public misunder-
standing: I was not preven-
ted by the parish priest of
Maghera from concelebrat-
ing the Requiem Mass. Nor
did I say, as reported in
some southern papers, that
it was the wish of Mr.
Agnew that only I should
celebrate the Mass.

Mr. Agnew’s written will,
dated the 8th December
1988, stated: “The Mass
and Burial ceremony are
to be officiated by Fr.Piar-
as O Duill, Dublin™. This
was explicitly repeated by
him, according to his fam-
ily, as he lay on his sick
bed, so that there was no
doubt as to his wishes and
the family assumed that
the obsequies would be
carried out in accordance
with the above stipulations.
It was not to be so.

The parish priest of
Maghera was fully aware
of the instructions and
family wishes. He was in-
formed of these when the
funeral arr s were

been avoided had the fam-
ily been dutifully consult-
ed. Only when the cerem-
ony in the church had be-
gun — and only then —
did the bereaved family
comprehend a roughshod
ride over the will and wish-
cs of the deceased.

We, the clergy, like to
preach aloud that you, the

people, are the Church.
Where, ask many, is the
evidence? Many were

shocked by the boorish
manner in which this fun-
cral was handled by the
Church and by the state
that day. This was no
““paramilitary funeral®.
Mr. Agnew was a very res-
pected member of the

@ Fr. Piaras O Diill

community and of the leg-
al professxon The only re-
g factor of the day

being discussed with the
family. He did not tell the
family at any time that
their wishes could not be
adhered to. Nor did he ref-
er to any difficulty about
the specifications of the
will when I paid him a
courteous visit at the pres-
bytery on the morning of
the funeral. Much of the
confusion, if not the fam-

was the presence of many
mourners of other denom-
inations some of whom
protested strongly when
the forces of the state
were lined up in the prec-

incts of the church to

prevent the funeral cortege
from passing through  the
main street of Maghera.
The forcing of the funeral
to flank the hometown of

was much liked and res-
pected by all sections of
the community, was a fur-
ther affront to the dig-
nity of the occasion.

It was a day of bur-
eaucracy all round in its
most sullen form, But the
arrogance of Church is
most hurtful of all — more
especially  during family
bereavement, For my own
part I may be charged with
being churlish for refusing
to concelebrate the Mass,
However, 1 make no apol-
ogy for standing with the
family instead, who were
sorely aggrieved that the
spirit of Mr. Agnew’s will
was completely ignored.
Whom else, in the circum-
stances, should a clergy-

man identify with?
Fr. Piaras O Duill
O.F.M Cap
Sréid na hEaglaise
Baile Atha Cliath 7

A chara

I am amazed to read in
our national newspapers
that the government mem-
bers are asking our people
to subscribe to a so-called
fund to send money to
help to maintain our
young exiles in England.
With that money wouldn’t
it help to give those
youths employment in
their own country?

It seems to me that the
present government
wants our youths out of
their own country. I have
a good idea what the
motive is but I shall leave
that to readers of
SAOIRSE and the general

* public opinions. With this

in mind it is a dreadful
shame to see whole parish-
es with their youth gone,
gone for ever many of

were treated in their own
country.

Listening to radio and
viewing TV we hear of the
new employment, but as
the commentator goes on
to say such and such a
factory is being opened
and will for a start give
employment to 30 workers
or in 5 year's time it will
employ 100 or more. What
an achievement, if that
be so, some of our little
children will not have to
emigrate when they become
active for work. I don’t
accept those statements.
Of course we are told
“live horse and you’ll
get grass”. For over 800
years we have been
brainwashed. Are we to
be doomed to another
800 years ?

We are told our country
is too small to keep our
people, what rubbish !
Smaller countries than
ours can do it so why
can’t this country. The
reason is obvious and it

can’t be brushed under-
neath the carpet for ever.
Is mise le meas
John Shaw
Magazine Road
Cork.

A chara,

I am glad to see that
SAOIRSE is giving prom-
inence to the part played
by the free state traitors in
the betrayal of our
country.

Whilst the main object-
ive of all self-respecting
Irish people is to get rid
of the ' English murder
gang, every effort should

- be made to get rid of the

traitors whose collaborat-
ion with the various imper-
ialist regimes of England

SAOIRSE — Feabhra/February 1989

tition Ireland and set up
puppet regimes, all equally
determined to deny the
people our sovereign right
to freedom and nation-

hood.
It is of the greatest im-
portance that the true

story of the traitors be
known throughout Ireland
and abroad, the depths
people will descend to for
money and power. Many
people do not even realise
that, but for the great be-
trayal of the ‘‘treaty”,
Ireland may well have
been a free Republic today
with a real government of
the entire people in power.

It must have seemed a
hell-sent opportunity to
the imperialists to consol-
idate their grip on the
country when the traitor-
ous free staters agreed to
set up two puppet assemb-
lies to carry out England’s
orders. This arrangement
continues to the present
day, which is why we
should all do everything in
our power to ensure that
the traitors’ reign be
brought to an end as
quickly as possible.

Our culture, language
and music are also integral
parts of our history and in-
spired the heroic fight for
freedom which has con-
tinued over eight centuries
therefore let us be worthy
of our glorious heritage by
rededicating ourselves to
the ideals of past and pres-
ent generations who
fought and continue to
fight for Irish Freedom.

An Phoblacht Abu
Séamus O Gallcobhair

A chara,
Putting the Celtic Nat-
ions in the front place in

cymru

Karnow NJ

breizh

its three-dimensional pol-
icy, by Sinn Féin Poblach-
tach is only as it ought to
be. The practice of using
such terms as United King-
dom, Britain, British, is in-
sulting to the Nationalist
people of Cornwall, Wales,
Scotland and Man. .

There has never been a
country called Britain —
just an old Celtic name,
used as a propaganda title,
for the English state, foll-
owing the so-called
“union” with Scotland in
1707. This “treaty” was

illegal, had no mandate,
and was forced through
under English military
threat.

The Scottish aristocracy
and some of the middle
class agreed to this act of
treachery. No wonder
Burns described them as
““a parcel of rogues in a
Nation”. The use of the
term England, for the
English state, should not
be hurtful to the decent
English people, who are
striving to make a clean
name for their own coun-
try — a veneer of respect-
ability which fails to meas-
ure up to elementary
honesty, is hardly an asset.

Donall O Dilaigh

Beanntrai
Co. Chorcai

ily dismay, could have

the deceased, where he

them, and the way they

has enabled them to par-

IRST DAIL:
THE LEGAGY EXAMINED

“An Chéad Diil Eireann, 1919 -
21 (agus an Ghaeilge)” le Nollaig G
Gadhra. Available from Siopa na
Poblachta, 21 Shaw Street, Dublin
2. (£5.00).

THIS BOOK HAS just been published by
Coiscéim to coincide with the 70th
anniversary of the first meeting of Diil
Eireann, in the Mansion House, Dublin on
21st January, 1919. Nollaig O Gadhra’s
latest work won a major Literary Award
for a book of general interest to Irish
readers at the 1988 Oireachtas na Gaeilge,
A major fulldength history of the
coming into bcmg of the fi rst-ever All-
Ireland d
the ballot-box, Mr. O Gadhra, a Galway-
based lustanan and Lecturer in the Gal-
way Regional College, is particularly
pleased that Coiscéim succeeded in pub-
lishing the work in time for the 70th
anniversary at a time, when, it appears,
~most sectors of Irish life, (political,
media, and academic), seem to haye
largely ignored the significance of the
Founding Fathers of Irish Republican
. democracy,
DEMOCRATIC" PROCESS
The men and women of the First Dail
o ltrove to aclneve t'ull Irish freedom

AN CHEAD DAIL EIREANN
(1919-1921)

(AGUS AN GHAENLGE)

Nollalg O Gadhra 4

ation of Orange sectarianism, gerry-
mander and pogroms against Catholics
and Nationalists in the North-East, as part
of the effort to deny the Irish right to
national self-determination.

The origms and msplmlon for these

the
lnxlde story of how Seén T. O Ceallaigh
d the First D tic Prog-

ramme after Michael :Collins and some
other members of the secret IRB watered
down original proposals from the Labour

the d after
Bﬁuln ignored the clear verdict of the
ballot-box, and, instead, introduced a
reign of terror, panition, and - the toler-

. It was left to Sedn T. to write
the final dra.ft himself in the early hours
of the morning of 21st January and to
rush it through the printers in true revol-

utionary haste, before having it adopted,
without dissent, on the floor of the
House a few hours later.

While the book focuses to some extent
on the role of the Irish language, both in
terms of its use and in terms of the polic-
ies and concerns expressed about it and
about the Gaeltacht, by members of the
First Dail, there is also a broad selection
of extracts, including some very power-
ful speeches, that give a continuous in-
sight into the narrative of what the First
Diil Eireann was all about.

FULL RESPONSIBILITY
Special attention is also paid to the
degree to which the revolutionary
Déil, and the military activity of the
IRA, against the British, were interlinked
and the interaction between the two
wing: of the national Independence

Act 1920, the decision of Sinn Féin to
participate in the “partition elections” in
May, 1921, before the July Truce, and
the way in which the Second Republican
Diil came into being as a result of these
developments in the summer of 1921.

O Gadhra suggests that the leadership
did not grasp the full implications of their
actions at that time, pointing out that the
124 members of the Second Diil, who
were all returned unopposed during the
disturbed circumstances of fighting in
May 1921 throughout the South, set an
entirely different political game, dictated
by the British, even before the Truce,
negotiations or Treaty came along.

He makes the point that the people
elected in December 1918, as part of the
overall ‘UK’ General Elections, who con-
stituted the First Ddil Eireann, could
have 1 in office until the Novem-

struggle, The book iders the decisi
of the Ddil, in the Spring of 1921, to
accept full responsibility for the activities
of the Volunteers and the adoption of a
proposal that the Government of the
Republic should be handed over to a
Military Council if the membership of the
Diil fell to a handful, If the British killed
or captured the greater majority of Dail
members, then action similar to that
which is taken whenever an independent
state is invaded by a foreign army, was
deemed appropriate,

This, the author suggests, was a move
which would have tremendous signif-
icance for the future, just as the decision
to get the IRA Volunteers as well as Dail
members, to swear an Oath to the Repub-
lic they had declared established, became
another crucial factor at the outbreak of
the Civil War in 1922.

The author also considers the D4il
reaction to the Government of Ireland

ber 1922 General Election, which was

held not only in Britain but also through-

out the Six Counties which had by then

been partitioned off from the rest of the

country al\d gwen its own internal
for a P

people' in Belfust

By then, of course, the non-elected
Second Ddil, which had accepted the
Treaty by a narrow majority, had also
been swept aside by the Civil War, and a
new Free State Diil for the 26 Counties
had been established by many of the par-
ticipants in the First Ddil, and from
which Republicans were barred unless
they took an Oath of. Allegiance to the
British Crown . . . . No All-Ireland Gener-
al Election has been held since then. But
the legacy and example of the First Diil
Eireann remains.. , .,

— TOMAS G NEACHTAIN
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pill on Saturday night, J

and
port, Co. Donegal.

Addressing the 50 guests
vincent 0'Doherty, Sl_igo‘
qid that the Republican
Movement could not be
roud of how' they h_ad
treated women in many in-
gances in the past.

He recalled some of the
great Republican women
in Ireland’s history from
Mary McCracken, Anne
Devlin, Mathilda  Tone,
Elizabeth  O'Farrell  to
Mary MacSwiney, all of
whom had remained true
to their ideals throughout
their lifetime.

HONOUR

“We have two such
women here tonight and as
far as we can do it we will
see to it that they receive
the honour that is due to
them,” he said.

Ard Chomhairle member
from Galway, Séamas
Niraigh, also spoke and re-
minded those in attend-
ance of the personal loss
of 2 loved one suffered by
both  honorees. Mary
Ward’s late husband was
Pat Ward of Glenahilt,
Burtonport, Co. Donegal
who died on March 7,
1988 at the age of 43.

At his funeral it was
said that “he epitomised
the true revolutionary
Republican”. A courag-
eous and disciplined Vol-
unteer, he undertook
several  lengthy  prison
hunger strikes in the 1970s
which left 2 permanent

mark on his health. Mary

Bdary\Vard and
Mary Kate Coen

SLIGO chublic.nns l}onourcd two local women
ot a special Testimonial Dinner Dance iy, Strand-

uary 1989

TG

7

anuary 14 Jast, Ay the

function, whi'ch‘ was org.:miscd by the National
Graves Assocm(xc’)n in Sligo, presentations were
made to Mary Kate Coen of Sooey, Co. Sligo

Mary Ward, Cork, and now living in Burton-

and Pat Ward’s daughters
Fodhla and Eiry
attended the function,

also

KEVIN COEN

Mary Kate Coen had
seen her son Kevin make
the supreme sacrifice for
Irish freedom when he was
killed in action against
British troops at Cassidy’s
Cross in Co. Fermanagh on
January 20, 1975,

Indeed one of Pat Ward’s
last public acts was to
speak at the 13th Anniver-
sary commemoration of
Kevin’s death in 1988, He
spoke over the grave of his
comrade despite being in
very poor health at the
time.

“The commitment and
determination shown by
soldiers like Kevin Coen
and Pat Ward, and Mary
Ward and Mary Kate Coen
and their families is an
inspiration to the rest of
us to fight to overcome all
obstacles to achieve our
goal and their goal — the
ending of British occup-+

ation and the creation of \"

a Democratic, Federal,
Socialist Ireland,” he said.

“What better way to
build a monument to the
memory of our Republic-
an dead than to rebuild
our movement so that we
can get on and finish the
long sought-after and over-,
due job.”

Music was supplied at;
the function by local
group, Eire Nua. -

-
|
|

® Séamas O Niraigh presenting Mary Ward and
Mary Kate Coen with their scrolls of recognition.

COMORADH

KEVIN COEN

THE FOLLOWING day, Sunday January 15, the
annual Kevin Coen Commemoration was held in

Sooey, Co. Sligo.

After last Mass the par-
ade of 50 people formed
up and marched from the
local church to Sooey
Cemetery, led by a three-
man colour party and
piper Ned Farrell. -

Chief marshall was Eam-
on Healy, Sligo and Vin-
cent  O’Doherty, Ard
Chombhairle member,
chaired the proceedings at
the graveside.

Jimmy Coen laid a
wreath on behalf of Vol.
Kevin Coen’s family. Pead-
ar Murray laid a wreath
on behalf of Sinn Féin

" Poblachtach and. Eamon
Healy laid a wreath on be-
half of Sligo National
Graves Association.

Mary Ward (Ard Chomh-
airle) gave the oration and

. said that “we who come
here to this grave today

have only one purpose in
s0 doing. We do not come
to mourn our dead com-
rade, Kevin Coen, but
rather to exult in the fact
that Kevin was faithful
even unto death and to
draw strength from his
faith so that we may finish
the task which he has left
us.”

Mary Ward also paid
tribute to those other Vol-
unteers from the Rivers-
town area: Patrick Stens-
son, murdered by the Free
State in 1923, Henry Kelly,
murdered by British For-
ces in 1920 and Tom
Sheehan, killed in 1922 by
the Free Staters.

The ceremony conclud-
ed with  Amhrin na
bhFiann played by the
lone piper.

COMHBHRON

BROWN, Sincere sym-
pathy is extended to Mike
Brown and family, Fenit
on the death of his father,
Go ndéana Dia trocaire ar
a anam. From Emmett
alsh.

FAGAN, Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to the
family of our dear friend
and comrade Liam Fagan,
Honorary Life Vice-Pres-
ident of Sinn Féin Pob-
lactach, of Proleek, Ravens-
dale, Co. Louth who died
on November 30, 1988.
From Bearna Uladh Sinn
Féin Poblachtach, South

Armagh and Newry.

O’CONNOR, Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to the
family and friends of Con
O’Connor, Gortalea, Tra-
lee, who died recently. Ar
dheis lamh Dé go raibh
a anam. From Emmett
Walsh.

KELLIHER, Sincere sym-
pathy is extended to the
Dempsey family, New-
townhamilton, Co. Arm-
agh and the Kelliher fam-
ily, Listowel, Co. Kerry on
the death last week of
their father. From Bearna
Uladh, Sinn Féin Pob-
lachtach. Ar dheis lamh Dé
go raibh a anam

great Intemational President

ommon, He was 69,

An emigrant from Ire-

in 1949, John Lawe
Worked with the Fifth
Yenue Bus Company in
‘W'YOrk. later part of
the New York City Transit

John Lawe

IRISH-AMERICANS lost a strong leader and the
Transport Workers Union of America, AFL—CID, a

with the death on Jan-

uary 5 last of John Lawe, a native of Kilglass, Co. Ros- ,

Authority. Active in 'the
Transport Workers Un.lon.
Local 100 from his arrival
he rose from shop steward
to president of the New
York Local (branch).

John Lawe was a strong
supporter of the struggle
to free Ireland and Michael
Flannery, of Cumann na
Saoirse in the USA, and
founder member of Irish
Northern Aid, paid tribute
to this work. He said that
John Lawe ‘“was one of
our first contributors and
one of our first picketers,

. He was the honoree at the

Irish Northern Aid Dinner
some years ago and was a
stalwart worker for Ire-

land right up to his death.”

In 1987 he was chosen
as Grand Marshal of the
New York St. Patrick’s
Day Parade. He was also
honoured by the United
Irish Counties ir 1986. He
was President of the Irish-
American Labour Coalit-
ion and a strong supporter
of the MacBride Principles,

Sincere sympathy is ex-
tended to his wife Mary,
family and friends, Solas
na bhFlaitheas dd anam,

FITZSIMONS, Vivienne;
HANLON, Leo — 16th
Anniversary. Killed on
active service on 10th
February, 1973. Remem-
bered with pride by South
Down Martyrs Cumann,
Sinn Féin Poblachtach,
Castlewellan.

FITZSIMONS, Vivienne;
HANLON, Leo — 16th
Anniversary. Killed on act-
ive service on 10th Feb-
ruary, 1973. Remembered
always by the Peter Mc-
Nulty Cumann, Sinn Féin
Poblachtach, Kilcoo.

FITZSIMONS, Vivienne;
HANLON, Leo — 16th
Anniversary.  Killed in
action, 10th February,
1973. Remembered with
pride by the Carlin Family.

McELLIGOTT, Vol. Mich-
ael — 68th Anniversary.
In proud and loving mem-
ory of Volunteer Michael
McElligott, Listowel,
County Kerry, who was
killed on active service by
Crown Forces at Derry-
more, County Kerry on
February 19, 1921. Go
ndéana Dia trocaire ar a
anam. Always remembered
by Comhairle Ceantair
Chiarrai, Sinn Féin Pob-
lachtach.

McNULTY; Peter — 17th
Anniversary. Killed in
action 26th January 1972.
Remembered by South
Down Martyrs Cumann,
Sinn Féin Poblachtach,
Castlewellan.

McNULTY, Peter — 17th
Anniversary. Killed in
action 26th January, 1972.
Remembered by Peter Mc-
Nulty Cumann, Sinn Féin
Poblachtach, Kilcoo.

MURPHY, Vol. Con —
68th Anniversary. In proud
and loving memory of
Volunteer Con Murphy,
Rathmore, County Kerry,
who was executed in Cork

Jail on February 1, 1921.
I measc laochra na nGael
go raibh a anam. Always
remembered by Comhairle
Ceantair Chiarrai, Sinn
Féin Poblachtach.
O’CONNOR, Vol. James;
SINNOTT, Vol, Michael
66th Anniversary. In proud
and  loving memory of
Volunteers James O’Con-
nor and Michael Sinnott
Tralee, County Kerry, who
were murdered at Curr-
ahane by the Free State
on February 13, 1923. Go
ndéana Dia trocaire ar
a nanamacha. Always re-
membered by Comhairle
Ceantair  Chiarrai, Sinn
Féin Poblachtach.

O’SULLIVAN, Vol.
Thomas — 66th Anniver-
sary. In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer
Thomas O’Sullivan, Ballin-
eanig, County Kerry, who
was murdered by the Free
State at Ballineanig on
February 18, 1923. Ar
dheis lamh Dé go raibh a
anam. Always remembered
by Combhairle Ceantair
Chiarrai, Sinn Féin Pob-
lachtach.

SWEENEY, Vol. Mich-
ael — 66th Anniversary.
In proud and loving mem-
ory of Volunteer Michael
Sweeney, The Bower,
County Kerry, who was
killed in action at Shrone,
County Kerry on February
4, 1923. Ar dheis lamh
Dé go raibh a anam.
Always remembered by
Comhairle Ceantair Chiar-
rai, Sinn Féin Poblachtach.
TAYLOR, Vol Joseph —
68th Anniversary. In proud
and loving memory of
Volunteer Joseph Taylor
Glencar, County Kerry,
who was murdered by
Black and Tans on Feb-
ruary 27, 1921. Ni déan-
far dearmad ar po deo.
From Combhairle Ceantair
Chiarrai, Sinn Féin Pob-
lachtach.

.I';HE death took place in
cember of Keyin Ag-
:'W. solicitor, Maghera,
iﬂ: Derry, after a long
war . He was 75, Kevin
":; ? lifedong Republican
1960 " 2 Period in the late
iﬂ::’:;chllnnm of the
nty - Civil
Sociatioy, il Rights

WS far back as 1950 he
h“ the leading figure in
¢ election campaign for

MacAteer, former

Kevin Agnew

prisoner candidate in the
Derry constituency. The
Unionist  candidate  at
the time described Keyin
Agnew as “the main spring
and the only spring of
Sinn Féin” in Co, Derry.

FORTHRIGHTNESS
Kevin will be remember-
ed for his unfailing good
humour, his sense of just-
ice and his absolute forth-
rightness on public occas-
ions, especially in confron-

jon Forces, He wasa prom-
inent figure at all street
demonstrations,  protest
meetings and marches, An
attempt on his life by
booby-trapping his car in
the late 1970s failed,

In his will he asked that
the Tricolour be not rem-
oved from his coffin under
any circumstances, This
was adhered to and the
funeral was blocked from
Main Street, Maghera —
where he spoke at so many
public meetings — by a
huge ' deployment  of
Crown Forces and made
to circumvent the town.

REQUEST

He also requested that
Fr, Piaras O Diill of Dub-
lin officiate at the Mass
and burial ceremony, Just
as the church ceremony
was about to begin Fr, O
Daill was refused - al.
though this had not been
objected to when arrange-
ments were made with the
parish priest earlier,

Kevin Agnew’s son John
thanked the people in the
church and protested pub-
licly at the exclusion of
Fr, O Daill, Kevin's funer-
er, like his life, was not
uneventful,

Cuimhnedfar air,

Peter McNulty

ON SUNDAY 29 January Republicans of South Down
held a cammemoration at Bryansford Cemetery to hon-
our the memory of Vol, Peter McNulty who was killed
while on active service on the 26 January 1972,

Joe McCrickard said a
decade of the Rosary in
Irish, Danny Fitzpatrick,
Cathaoirleach, after wel-
coming the crowd, some
of whom travelled from
South Armagh, called on
Oliver Rea to lay a wreath
on behalf of South Down
Combhairle Ceantair, Sinn
Féin  Poblachtach, P.J.
Travers lowered our nat-
ional flag while Pédraig
Rooney played approp-
-riate airs on the pipes.

After a minute’s silence
a.very moving oration was

delivered by Liam Mim-
nagh, Cavan, He traced the
history of Republicanism
in South Down and the
faithfulness of the Mc-
Nulty family to the ideals
of Pearse and Connolly,

In the course of his
speech’ he referred to the
number of SDLP members
who were so anxious to
get the OBE and follow
their one-time leader, and
founder member to the

House of Lords.
Proceedings finished
With Amhrén na bhFiann,

Chief-of-Stal’f. IRA, as a -

tations with the Occupat-

e,
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1o me 1 come to know that

¥ive, le mess,
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Wenry Anbet

 Memy Jolbball, TR

o eaarsoannaty

For some time I have been under considersble pressurs from farmers
representatives and Individuals in relation to the slow peyment of
farm grants and while representing various queries WAlch have cone
You are amaiting farm grant payment

You wi11 be glad to know that such grents will fssve in the coning
weak or 46 witheut further delay.

1 you Nave any further queries please 40 not hesitate to contact me.

7 November, 1918,

Dear

This is just & note to let you know that I was speaking to my

Han

i BETWEEN December 1987
Jand October 1988 the
" Leinster House authorities
! gave permission for 6 400
military overflights. They
| say that they have no way

and Food, regarding your application for a Farm Improvement '
Grant. ’ ' of checking on how many
1 understand from my colleagus that you will ‘receive your grant | fjOf these aircraft were

later this week.

1 am gla
of any a
to conta

rything has turned
ance to you 'in the

Yours sincerely,

Aiky rl,',x,l‘

ALBERT REYNOLDS, TD

Min{ster for Industry and Commerce.

carrying nuclear weapons.
So much for protecting
Ireland’s neutrality !

out well for you. If I can be
future, please do not hesitate

* kK
QUILTY, Co. Clare Fianna
Fdil passed a motion at
their AGM recently “con-
demning extradition” and

R

TDS’
LETTER

TWO letters have been passed to SAOIRSE from farmers
in Co. Longford recently, illustrating just what Leinster
House politicians spend most of their time, and our

money, doing.

In these (typical) cases the letters were received from
Albert Reynolds (then 26-county minister for industry
and commerce, now minister for finance) and Henry
Avbott, fellow-Fianna Fail TD for Longford-Westmeath.

The brave Albert tells our informant that he personally

poke to the minister for agriculture, Michael O’Kennedy

TRIBUNE
Answered

SINN FEIN Poblachtach has responded to the
unwarranted charges relating to the First Dail
made in the leading article of the Sunday
Tribune on January 22 last.

The article reflected the
revisionist view of the
First Ddil — ‘it was a step
towards the 26-county
Free State’.

Republicans of course
see the First Didil as the
All-Ireland Democratic
Assembly and the 26-
county state as the creat-
ion of the British Govern-
ment of Ireland Act 1920,
against the wishes of the
majority of the Irish
people. Leinster House is
therefore not the successor
of the First Diil, it repres-
ents the overthrow of it
by the Free State, backed
by Britain.

In a letter to the editor
Ruairi Og O Bridaigh, Oif-
igeach Poibliochta, tackled
some of the Sunday Trib-
une'’s other distortions:
“The assertion that the
First Ddil at no time gave

of war with England was
passed unanimously on
March 11, 1921 (see MIN-
UTES pp. 278-79).

“The TDs had already
pledged themselves on Jan-
uary 21, 1919 to put the
Declaration of Independ-
ence into effect by every
means in their power.

“On August 20, 1919 an
Oath of Allegiance was
agreed and later adminis-
tered to the TDs and the
Volunteers of the IRA. It
stated, interalia ‘... T will
support and defend the
Irish Republic, which is
Ddil Eireann, against all
enemies, foreign and dom-
estic. ...>

“The charge that the War
of Independence was an
‘unjustified response to
the circumstances then
prevailing’ appears to be
based on some self-con-

|
|
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@Albert Reynolds

to ensure he would get his Farm Improvement Grant!

Henry Abbott is more coy — he ‘came to know’ that the
person was waiting for the grant and was glad to pass on
the news that it was being issued that week!

Needless to say no approaches had been made to either
TD for assistance. After all you get grants if you are en-
titled to them, not if a minister or TD pleads for you.

But that is not the impression that Albert and co. want

calling on the Fianna Fiil
administration to ‘‘scrap
the act”.

GERRY Collins came close
to being thumped at a
recent  Limerick  Diil
Combhairle Ceantair meet-
ing over his extradition
Fpolicics. Our mole says
‘that only some fast talk-
ing from the flushed Min-
ister for Searches kept
‘the angry delegates at
{huy. However most del-
{egates don’t consider the
|debate as being finished
!ust yet.
WTHE Garda Complaints
Bonrd say that less than
two per cent of com-
plaints to them come from
riminals. A far cry from
the wild claims being made
by Jack Marrinan of the

@Henry Abbott

to put across. No, you have to become a ‘client’ of a Garda Representative
Leinster House politician to get your entitlements — a Body, on RTE.
kind of perpetual insult to our intelligence, really. 9 Hr e A
occupation at some defin- people of Ireland, regard- Tl}c g following are  the
ed point, again known less of any ‘differences J{Winning numbers in the
only to yourself. carefully fostered’. .ll’améary h:!me organised
ombhairle Atha Cliath,
JUSTIFIED “Finally Fr, Michael O'  [or At

“In reality the Irish people

were fully justified in

defending their indepen-

dence against Britain, who

was intent in denying the

right of Irish democracy,

as expressed in the last All-
Ireland election of Decem-
ber 1918. That right still
holds today against the
same armed occupation
forces in the Six Counties.

“As far as the Democratic
Programme is concerned
its aspirations represented
the views of a significant
strand in the Independ-
ence Movement and
among the ordinary work-
ers and farmers who were
engaging in land agitation
and strikes against the est-
ablishment before the
First Diil was set up.

“To describe the use of
Irish in an All-Ireland par-
liament as ‘hostile’ to

Sinn  Féin Poblachtach:
First Prize £100, no. 172;
\Second Prize £50, no. 124;
Third Prize £ 25, no. 120;
Five Prizes of £5, n0s.169,
300, 041, 251, 023. Next
Dublin Draw will take
lace on March 12. Next
CABH»\[R (Irish Republic-

.m Prisoners Dependents)
dmw on February 12.

Flanagan, who was Vice-
President of Sinn Féin at
the time, said what any
fair-minded person would
call a ecumenical prayer at
the start of the first sess-
ion on January 21, 1919.”

At the time of going to
press this letter had not
been published by the
Sunday Tribune.

CAITH ANFAINNE!

CUIREADH tas le feach-
tas nua chun an Fainne a
chur chun cinn ar fud na

sin. Ta sidl acu dha fhogra
15 shoicind a chraoladh ar
RTE ag spreagadh daoine

h-Eireann ar an 24 Eandir chun an Fdinne a chaith-
seo caite. Dar ndoigh is eamh. Tréaslaimid leis an
mar chomhartha do Chomhdhdil as an mbeart

seo agus iarraimid ar gach
Poblachtinach agus Eir-
eannach an Fiinne a
chaitheamh.

Is féidir an Fdinne a
fhail 6 Chomhdhdil Nais-
itnta na Gaeilge, 86 Srdid

dhaoine eile go bhfuil ti
brea sista an Ghaeilge a
labhairt a chaitheadh an
Fiinne le fada anuas.

D’eagraigh  Comhdhail
Niisitinta na Gaeilge fiil-

Anonn is Anall

e mn_.‘m‘\rzw.y

i e

CLARECASTLE father of
three Sedn Dooley haswon
his  Circuit Court case
against Ennis, Co. Clare,
Urban Council. The court
ruled that the water
charges levied against him
between 1983 and 1987
were illegal.

ACRA says the judge-
ment should hold for the
rest of the country and
that residents anywhere in
the country should chall-
enge the validity of the
charges, based on the
Clare judgement and an-
other in Athlone in 1985,

Mr. Dooley says his
victory means that thou-
sands of householders
would not now have to
pay the water charge.
Ennis householders threat-
ened with disconnecticn
of their watersupply should
immediately seek legal ad-
vice and refuse to pay
the charges.
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THE Irish National Organ-
isation of the Unemployed
(INOU) has drawn atten-
tion to “the announce-
ment of jobs created in
companies which are act-
ually laying off workers™
saying that what counts
is “New jobs available
after taking account of
job losses”. Ray Burke's
laughable claim of 20,000
new jobs created in 1988
should be seen in this
light.

oA K
The results of the recent
raffle held by Sinn Féin
Poblachtach in London are
as follows: First Prize £25,
Paula McKeever no. 196;
Second Prize £10; Mrs. A
Cousins no. 203; Third
Prize f£5,
no. 104.

Patrick Ennis

ee—————
CLONMULT
| COMMEMORATION

SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 19
at 3pm
SAINT JOHN THE
BAPTIST CHURCH
(Old Cemetery)
also
REPUBLICAN PLOT
CHURCH OF THE MOST
HOLY ROSARY
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