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® Mrs. Thatcher in Ireland in 1989 — the last colonial dictator in Furnpe in 10‘)0"

OVER NINE days in January 1990,
Sinn Féin Poblachtach will be hold-
ing a coast-tocoast March for Dem-
ocracy in Ireland. It will begin on
Friday January 12 at the village of
Cross in Co. Mayo, home of Comdt.
General Tom Maguire, the last and
faithful survivor of the last A.ll—

Secland D tir bly,

BOTH STATES
UNDEMOCRATIC
Republicans have sought for and fought
for a restoration of the national franchise
of ALL the Irish people since the artifi-
cial division in 1922 into Six and 26
counties. The years since then have pro-
duced continuing political instability,
economic undevelopment and armed re-

A
known to history as the Second
Diil Eireann.

The route of the 163-mile march will be
through Galway—Loughrez —Ballinasloe—
Athlone—Tyrelispass—Kinnegad—Kilcock
—Lucan (see map below) ending with a
rally at the GPO in Dublin’s O’Connell
Street on Saturday, January 20 and a cer-
emony at the Mansion House in Dawson
Street.

The Mansion House is where Ireland’s
First Ddil Eireann assembled on January
21, 1919 to proclaim our Declaration of

to_British rule. Both States are
failures because they are at heart undem-
ocratic.

Following the upsurge in peoples demo-
cracy in the last months of 1989 through-
out Eastern Europe many people are now
asking will Mrs, Thatcher be the last re-
maining dictator in Europe? But the
crumbling of the Eastern European Em-
pire gives us hope that the last remnant of
the British Empire in our country will not
bug survive it,

divisible and Ireland’s

Independence from Britain and the Dem-
ocratic Programme which outlined the
social and economic aims of a free Ireland.
71 years after neither document has been
implemented due to the partition system.

D&‘h! 1o dewnnlnc her own future stands
alongside Germany’s, Romania’s or Pol-
and’s, It cannot be praised and encour-
mdinonopmo!l!wop-mddmhd
and suppressed in another

ed former Fine Gael minister, Gemma
Hussey, admits (Sunday Tribune, De-
cember 31, 1989) there are “no long-
er any standards of truth or consis-
tency” among Leinster House politi-
cians and that they are a “despised

The newly-elected Czechoslovak Pres-
ident Vaclav Havel has told the world
that it has nothing to fear from a united
democratic Germany. The same holds for
a united and truly democratic Ireland.

OPPORTUNITY profession”.
Such an Ireland would allow us the e Give present day Unionists an equal
opportunity to: right and an equal opportunity to

contribute to an All-Ireland Democ-
cracy while recognising the diverse
traditions the Irish nation undoubdt-
edly contains;

e Get down to the job of national re-
construction and development based
on our land, fisheries, forestry, min-
erals etc to defeat emigration, exX-
ploitation and unemployment;
Cultivate our own language and iden-
tity to provide a motivating driving
force for the future.

® Settle the national question for once
and for all by getting Britain to with-
draw and allowing self-determination
for the Irish people;

Work for genuine local democracy
with control of decision-making in
communities and places of work by
the ordinary people. We believe Sinn
Féin Poblachtach’s proposals in EIRE
NUA are a workable model of such
decentralisation that will free us from
the imported British colonial models
of politics, economics and administra-
tion that rear our youth for unem-
ployment and emigration;

Replace the corrupt clientist system
of 26<county politicians, buying
people’s allegiance with promises
which is not democracy — disillusion-

This January we can begin the Cam-
paign for Democracy in Ireland by sup-
porting the march across Ireland and
joining in along the way. As events in
Europe show us all too clearly, freedom is
not conceded but must be won by the
efforts of the people themselves.

——
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WITH THE Chief-of-Staff Sedn

Russell trapped in the USA by
the outbreak of World War II,
the arrest of four of the IRA lead-
ers in September and the seizure of
over US $8,000, the sense of dir-
ection in the Republican Movement
seemed to wobble.

The hunger-strikes had been succ-
essful and the English Campaign
had continued at a lower level while
the release of all internees had been
secured through a loop-hole in the
Offences Against the State Act.

The explosion in October at the bound-
ary wall of Mountjoy in an attempt to
effect the escape of the four leaders was
engineered from inside the jail. In Nov-
ember, Sherriff Street postal sorting
office in Dublin was raided and £5,000
was seized. Later in the month the
National Bank at Clonliffe Road, Dublin
was held up and £200 taken.

The previous month, two training
centres in Dublin for the English Cam-
paign were raided by police and put out
of action: Killiney Castle, where the
youthful Brendan Behan, among others,
was trained by Sedn Fuller of Kerry —
before that he was Operations Officer in
Birmingham — and the Silver Springs in
Delgany where Micksie Conway of
Tipperary was the instructor who trained
the late Harry White of Belfast.

“War News” recorded the Killiney
Castle raid, saying that Inspector Mans-
field and his men found only some blan-
kets and mattresses and a few old alarm
clocks. But the Republican policy of not
taking action in the 26 County area,
announced at the opening of the English
Campaign, was now beginning to look
rather threadbare.

DIRECT CONFLICT
A sensational event at the end of Dec-

" ember brought the Movement into direct

conflict with the Dublin administration
who were only looking for an excuse to
clamp down on Republicans, having beegl
frustrated by the hungerstrikes and
Séamus Burke’s Habeas Corpus action
in early December.

PLAN SUBMITTED

Back in 1937, under Michael Fitz-
patrick as Chief-of-Staff, a plan had been
submitted to GHQ for a quick raid on
the Free State Army’s reserve store of
ammunition in the Phoenix Park. It had
been turned down because of inability
to dump securely the very large quantity
of munitions inyolved,

At this stage, in December 1939,
younger men on Headquarters Staff were
thinking of guerilla raids on British forces

" in the Six Counties from the Free State,

These included Michael Traynor of Bel-
fast, now Adjutant-General, Jack
McNeela, Dominic Adams (home from
the, English Campaign) and Tony Darcy
of Galway, OC of the Western Command,

Although between three and five hund-
red Th b-mack (describ-

ed by Bowyer Bell as “an excellent
weapon, accurate, rapid-firing and easy
to hide”) were in IRA dumps, there
was a great shortage of 45-calibre Amer-

. ican ammunition for this basic and most
 effective weapon. The Free State Army

were well supplied with suchammunition,

~ however.

GUERILLA WARFARE

: Training had been switched from bomb-

" making

~

to guerilla warfare, and although
10 advanced planning appears to have
been made or strategy evolved — unlike

sl

© Brendan Behan

the English Campaign — when Tomis O
Dubhghaill, a Dublin civil servant in
the 26-County Department of Defence
presented an audacious scheme for raid-
ing the Magazine Fort, it fell into the
general scheme of things at the time.

Again and again Bowyer Bell tells of
26-County state provocation, IRA retal-
iation followed by state vengeance setting
a pattern from late 1939 onwards. “The
pattern was not to be altered for years,”
he states.

And so tactics, without regard to
strategy and over-all policy became the
norm with the Republican Movement.
Lack of strategy resulted in disaster and
want of policy caused a break-down in
discipline. “Immediate tactics without
much thought for the future” seemed to
be the guiding rule.

However, the raid on the Magazine
Fort went ahead. It had previously been
raided on Easter Monday 1916 by senior
Fianna who pretended to engage in foot-
ball nearby. They carried off much-needed
war material to the GPO garrison in
O’Connell Street. In Easter Week, policy,
strategy and tactics were inter-locking.

On December 23, 1939 at 835pm the
Dublin Brigade of the IRA hit the Mag-.
azine Fort in the Park. The routine of
the garrison (13 men armed with rifles
and a Lewis gun) had not been changed
since 1924 and they were immobilised
swiftly.

Entrance was gained by a ruse-de-guerre
when a “civilian” on a bicycle arrived at
the main gate with a “‘Christmas present”
for the officer-incharge. Another ruse at
nearby Islandbridge Barracks failed and
shots were exchanged with military
‘policemen, The empty lorries waiting
here were, howeyer, diverted to the
target in the Park, o)

SHOTS FIRED 4

There all went well and not a shot
was fired or a blow struck as 13 lorries
were loaded with 1,084,000 rounds and
gotten safely away, A Park Ranger,
who lived in one of the gatedodges
intervened and was hit over the head and
+silenced when he would not keep quiet,
He recovered from his injuries,

Five Volunteers who delayed their
departure when all was over were cap.
tured with a number of short arms ina
sack, These were the only casualties, The
raid had lasted a little over one hour,

It was recalled in June 1954 when 700
weapons were taken in a similar fashion
from the British military barracks in

strategy and

city. Planning, 1954 as

Armagh been worked out in

tactics had

in 1916.
MASS SEARCHES T
A 11?33;&5:2:;";1;_24 was
ight o
:;:cl::"i)ymﬁichacl Brennan of Clar;; Fr:,;
State Army Chief-of-Staff, d{aw e%me
plans with his officers for an ;glmf e
mass search to recover the bu oa thet
reserve ammunition supply ——.gver ol
jon rounds including 303 rifle and
ic ammunition.
au(‘l?:::?t:icisappoimment follow.ed t;or thc:
IRA. The local units were Simply nof
able to cope with such qu‘?nmles haod
material. Sedn Ashe, ocC, ](aldar;’:l
prepared better dumps than most although
he was certain he would have been
ordered to drive directly to th‘e Border to
take part in a Northern campaign.

Over the next two weeks most, but not
all of the ammunition was recovered and
some old dumps were discovered as well.
The men arrested in the Park and those
accused of holding the Magazine Fort
ammunition were put into “A” .ng
of Mountjoy Jail, among the ordinary
prisoners, and not with their comrades
already in “D” Wing. This policy of the
Free State was to result in tragedy later
on as shall be seen.

DERRY JAIL

Meanwhile on Christmas Day, 1939,
50 internees in Derry’s old jail embarked
on a protest, holding their wing for
several hours against a force of RUC and
B-Specials. They painted the ends of their
bed-sheets green and orange and flew
these make-shift Tricolours from their
cell windows, to the enthusiastic response
of the crowds gathered outside.

They had been moved in buses, each
nandcuffed to a warder or a policeman,
from Belfast’s Crumlin Road Jail and
were loudly cheered by the populace on
arrival in Derry. A swoop in October had
netted 45 prisoners in addition to the 32
held at Christmas 1938 and so they were
divided from their comrades in Belfast
jail.

/ BONFIRES

In Belfast bonfires were lit in Albert
Street and Cullingtree Road, to defy the
wartime blackout. RUC and B-Specials
were brought in to baton<charge the
crowds but many fought back with their
bare fists.

Then on December 29, the I radi
which had been transmitting fo??no;‘t]}l:;
was seized by Dublin Castle Special
i o O O,

N e heard later,

The radio had broadcast a wide
prog‘rammes, including the adm::g,e 2::
the ‘Comhar na gComharsan” philosophy
favouring co-operative development of

ammunition taken in the M;

{11

*of the Cork shooting.

%

Abbey Theatre in the early 195, -
“Design foraheadstone"whic 2 S Callog
scenes among the audience at t}?-““’.din
The talented Séamus O Mon; timg,
retired as a secondary teache, inm hay
ford. A fluent Irish speaker he'sy Win.
Sinn Féin Poblachtach and m“PPOm
ionately advocates the “Comp Pags
gComharsan” policy.

We are sorry to record the

wife, a staunch Republican ‘il;a;h Of hig
right, Méire Ni Cholm4in — j, Eng_]u 0

December 12. The staff of SAoaB:O"
the direct lineal successor to “War N S'E"
expresses sincere sympathy 1, S:'n }
and family and wishes 2 speedy rec:mm
to Séamus himself t'ollowmg Ris ope V‘ep
in a Galway hospital. Pefation

Soon on the heels of the seizi
radio came another reverse,
3, following a route march p ¢
Cork city IRA three am\e)l; U;ul::q,:]f
Branch detectives closed in on Tomés
Mac Curtdin, OC, First Cork Brigads
outside Mangan’s Jewellers op Patrick
Street.

ure of the
On Jﬂﬂuary

DETECTIVE DIED

In the ensuing scuffle, a shot g
fired from the Republican’s Tevolver,
wounding Detective Roche who died
next morning. The other two, Collins
and Moore were unhurt as was Tomis
Mac Curtdin himself. He was armesteq
and placed in “D” Wing of Mountjoy
Jail on a capital charge. He was the only
son of the Lord-Mayor of Cork of the
same name who was murdered by British
Crown Forces in 1920.

On January 5, the Dublin adminis-
tration followed up its advantage, point-
ing out the danger to the ‘“neutrality”
of the 26-County state posed by the
Magazine Fort Raid and the challenge

EMERGENCY POWERS

They amended the Emergency Powers |
Act of the previous September to alow
for the internment without trial of
citizens and not just aliens as already
provided for in the parent Act.

As emergency legislation it could nvf
be challenged in the Dublin courts
it was not subject to constitutiond
restraint. The five-weekold gp in &
Offences Against the State Act W8
now closed.

On January 22 and s
sentence on Barnes and McCormack “::
appealed in London. This time, they E‘:he
represented by Albert Woods, SC ot i
Dublin Bar and Douglas Jenkins, 2
instructed by Lehane and Hogah o
mond Quay, Dublin. Con Lehan® oot
doing his utmost to save their lives
the appeal was rejected.

SHOCKED PUBLIC ol
At home in Ireland, a shocked

23 the death

s i : B
ell.d was being‘ read out when the blow

Arrested wol"e}:ll.l‘:isﬁfl‘leeh f
SR el iRt
kett, brother of Joseph _ubfirn;r;.;ll‘urkmt‘-
i il G
e
cer and script writer nn;n Séln:jn: By

u.:(hewu,

believing public joined in 3 nwﬂﬁ'
reprieve campaign. To facilitat® lm;
IRA units in England carried ot
operations in January, 1940. 5

One Irish Republican pH{O“‘Em“Y
sentenced in London : Daniel CY%0
received 10 years at thelOId I:alley
“‘conspiracy™ to cause explosions:

Oth,;rwisye the month of J’“:;Z;
1940 ended quietly. But tragedy 0™
at home in Ireland and in Englia? il
(More next month. Refs. “PIéSCL.
Sasana”, sraith altanna i “EC7C
1950-3 le Breandan O Beachdin Tim P3¢
by Harry White; “The IRA” by 7. Bov-
Coogan; “The Secret Army” bY
yer Bell and “The Trial of Peter

and . itia Fairfield)-
i ‘othen byLef:th =

‘

Saitat i
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Defeat of Calqnialism in ‘90s
— Ruairi 0 Bradaigh

IN A MESSAGE for the 1990s the
President of Sinn Féin Poblachtach
Ruairi O Bradaigh calls for the final
defeat of colonialism in the world
and the achievement of All-Ireland
democracy and genuine local
democracy in this country during
the 1990s.

He also listed the safeguarding of nature
and the environment on a global scale —
to which lip-service was shamelessly paid
by some world figures — as a vital object-
ive for humanity in the course of the
coming decade.

“Nearer

A REPORT by the Fair Employment Agency in
the Six Counties published on Wednesday, Dec-
ember 20 has found that major discrimination in
employment against Catholics exists in most
departments of Queen’s University Belfast. The

h

University also gives p e to ex
of the British Crown Forces when employing
people, a practice that discriminates against both
women and Catholics, as well as nationalists and
Republicans.

In the University admin-
istration Catholic employ-

Pattern in British
‘Judicial” Inquiries

BOTH THE Stevens and Guildford Inquiries set
up in turn by the British government following
the public outcry over the frame-ups of innocent
Irish prisoners and the exposed collusion be-
tween the British Crown Forces and Loyalist
death squads are following the same age-old Brit-
ish pattern of careful selection of the terms of
reference and personnel to produce the desired
results.

The Stevens inquiry
team has not revealed to
several human rights

ees constitute less than 15
per cent of the workforce;

well as the “current invest-
igation . . . . about the mis-
handling of confidential

groups in the Six Counties  information by the secur-
any details of the scope of forces” would effect-
their investigation into in-  ively confine the inquiry
telligence leaks to loyalists  to these events in Septem-
despite being in operation  ber only and this limita-
September last. tion will render it into an-
Amnesty International and  other British cover-up.
the Committee on the Ad- Meanwhile Sir John May,

home the
Birmingham Six, Judith Ward, the Win-
chester Three and the exoneration of all
innocent prisoners would be seen by a
great many Irish people as a minimum
prerequisite for justice, pending a general

The New Year statement continued:
"The control of decision-making not
alone in community life but also in econ-
omic life and places of work by the ordin-
ary people themselves was essential for
human progress as well as the reduction
in the influence of the superpowers which
dominate the human race.

release of the

in the academic and cler-
ical departments less than
11 per cent and in super-
visory grades, less than 15
per cent. The Catholic
ratio of the population of
the Six Counties is given
in the report as 35 per
cent.

Republicans have point-
ed to the bigoted attitud-
es at work in the highest
educational establishment
in the Six Counties that is
expressed in the 42 per
cent Catholic presence in
the catering, shop and bar
areas of Queen’s Univer-
sity. The University auth-
orities have agreed to an
undefined “programme of
action”.

Recent reports have also
confirmed the existence of
discrimination in the fire
service in the Six Counties
and one source states that
Royal Victoria Hospital in
Belfast has less than 10 per
cent Catholics among the
consultant staff.

Some  things  never
change in Britain’s last col-
ony, it seems.

“he would not expect”
judges to give evidence in
public.
IMMUNITY

At the preliminary in-
quiry in London on Mon-
day December 4, limited
immunity from prosecu-
tion was granted to any-
one giving evidence. In the
light of these revelations
Sinn  Fein Poblachtach
issued a statement posing
two questions: “Will the
British DPP be called to
give testimony regarding
the suppression for so long
of the incriminating police
evidence that eventually
forced the freeing of the
Guildford Four? “Will the
forensic personnel invol-
ved in the now-discredited
tests that helped to con-

vict the Maguire family be

amnesty for all political prisoners.

“In addition the defeat of poverty and
deprivation from which over one-third of
our people suffer as well as of unemploy-
ment and emigration is essential to the
development of the people of all this
island.

“Finally the growth of the Irish lan-
guage and culture and the defence of
neutrality would assist not only as worth-
while in themselves but also as motivating
factors in the all-round struggle for the
survival of our own people and of human-
ity in general.”

LIAM MELLOWS
COMMEMORATION

THE ANNUAL Liam Mellows commemor-
ation was attended by Republicans from around
Galway county on December 10 last in Athenry.

A lone piper led the march from the church to
the former national school where the monu-
ment is positioned in the school frontyard. The
piper was followed by the National Flag carried
by Sein Mac an Iomaire and the Starry Plough
carried by Tommy Curran.

The Galway banner,
which portrays Liam Mell-
ows, was carried by Paddy
Ruane, the former Sinn
Féin County Councillor
and Tommy Connelly.
Wreaths were laid by John
Joe Ruane from the Comh-
airle Ceantair and
Caoimghin Mac  Cath-
mhaoil for the National
Graves Association.

Sedin Mac an Jlomaire
led the crowd in a decade

know what we can expect
from these British servants,
just more of the same
policies and less justice
and freedom.”

Emmett continued: “Is
it a state that governs with
compassion, understand-
ing, with pride of nation ?
Does it care about the
less well off in its care ?
Have they provided the
jobs necessary for its
people ? Or a health ser-

of the Rosary in Irish and vice that cares or are
Emmett Walsh in the they more concerned with
course of his oration con-  building new police barr-
demned the Free State  acks and prisons for those
bankrupt politicians for  marginalised by their own

the position we find our-
selves in; high unemploy-
ment, high emigration and
poverty at our doorsteps.
ANY DIFFERENT
He said: “Is the emig-
ration from Ireland at
300,000 any different
from East Germany. We all

policies and inability to
deal with our peoples’
problems.”

Condemning the attit-
ude of the British estab-
lishment towards the Irish
as “endemic bigotry and
racism”, Emmett Walsh
added that the treatment

" GEARR SCEALTA

Z TWO ROSCOMMON men, Sylvester Fitzsimon
and Sedn Fitzmaurice have again been fined fo
selling Easter Lilies on Easter Sunday last.

This h t has b an

ed to pay such fines.

A resolution proposing that this be done was proposed
Lenihan (Independent’

® Liam Mellows

meted out to Irish pris-
oners in England was noth-
ing short of savage.

QUESTION
With the British legal
system under attack by
the recent publicised revel-
ations it is indeed time
for every Irishman to
question the Free State
administration’s  attitude
vis-a-vis political prisoners,
extradition, emigration
and unemployment. While
these same officials meet
British Cabinet members
under the auspices of the
Hillsborough ~ Agreement
this is nothing but crass
treachery and should be

condemned as such.

The ceremony concluded
with the piper playing
Ambhrin na bhFiann.

At the District Court in Carrick-on-Shannon, 3
Sylvester was fined £50 for selling Lilies at i
Dangan and Sedn was fined for carrying out the &
same duty at Jamestown, Co. Leitrim and at i

I event

now and both of these Republicans have served &
terms of imprisonment because they have refus-

) representing the
area — a brother of the 26-County

AGM
Notice

OFFICERS elected at the
December AGM of Comh-
airle Uladh, Sinn Féin Pob-
lachtach: Cathoirleach
Eamon Larkin, Rinai
Eamon O Mathina, Cist-
eoir Liam Mimnagh, PRO/
Leas-Cathaoirleach Mich-
ael Donegan, Oige Angela
Ward, Ard Chombhairle del-
egates Conal Gallagher,
Michael McGonigle.
x b 8

SEAN Sabhat Cumann,
Sinn Féin Poblachtach in
Roscommon town held
their AGM in November
1989. Officers elected
were: Cathaoirleach Brian
Murray, Runai Kathleen
Beirne, Cisteoir Ruairi
Brddaigh.




REALIGNMENTS

ON THE INTERNATIONAL scene the year 1989 will
probably be remembered as the year in which the Cold
War between the powers of East and West was declared
at an end. The removal of the Berlin Wall was the most
tangible symbol of all that has happened in recent

Realignments will undoubted-
ly evolve in the next few years.
The task of trying to assess, of
oven guess, what direction or
shape these will take is a daunt-
ing business at this time. Comm-

ving socialism’s present difficult-
jes.”

““The imperialists of today
look to the European socialist
countries to join them in a col-
ossal plunder of the third world,
our people,” he declared.

I _
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months. entary tends to be based on =
current events with little or no | m
];;g::llgho:; ?:C (liaS; quarter of - Germany. Events are unfolding a:lcmpl to identify or indicate ‘HAVES’ AND By a Special :
20 hulrly day and almost every  at such a pace that it is difficult  the likely future dircction of ‘HAVE—-NOTS Correspondent [
vs bulletin brought stories of * to grasp the significance of itall  hings Will a realignment put the first ]
nl:w developments. _ln Europe, and assess, not to mention Bs. and second worlds into one iation but has resolutely refuseq
‘dc b“'m" of gravity has un-  predict, what the possible con- TWO REPORTS camp, as the haves? And will the lo join the EC, jealously guard.
oubtedly moved eastwards to  sequences may b Sometimes, in periods of third world countries become ing he'r neutrality, dem“cl’ﬂ[ic
§ TR PR change and ‘ﬂux, it is a small  even more oppressed and ex- mstitutions and economic indep.
voice from the ranks of the ob- ploited? Will the struggle of the cnd_enca The President of the
servers that can best assess the future be between the haves and Swiss Confedera!ion,}ean,pmal
situation. Two reports, which  the have-nots? Is that how Fidel Dclammluaz spoke  afterwargs
seem to have been largely ignor-  Castro sees it and does he see a accord_mg to the Geneya dail;;
"ed in the Irish media in Decem-  role for himself as one of the La Suisse, of the creation of the
ber, may be of some significance  leaders of the have-nots? It is a EEE  (Buropean  Econopmje
as we face 1990. likely scenario that is worth Space).
Agence France Presse reported  watching. The preliminary  discussiong
from Havana on December 8 on Back in Europe, the EC plans may well lead to formal negoy.
a speech by Fidel Castro, in for 1992 have been well and iations aimed at bringing a]] 13
which, according to the agency, truly upstaged by recent devel- states into a framework of fre,
he “as good as abandoned the  opments. It is now more obvious movement of goods, persons
socialist camp to choose that of  than ever that the so-called capital and services, while the
the third world”. “Europe” (of 12 states) is only groups of 12 and Six would cop.
The Cuban leader was speaking  part of Europe. For Chancellor tinue to exist.
at a ceremony to honour Cuban  Kohl German unity is now of But the Swiss President, while
soldiers who died in the last 30  more importance than European welcoming these moves, indicat-
years on missions abroad. This  unity. The paymaster of the EC ed that his country would
Ceremony was held at the Caca-  will be channelling the funds oppose a customs union and
hual, the monument to the eastwards from now on. would be seeking a number of
heroes of the War of Independ- On December 19 in Brussels: exceptions to protect Swiss
i:ievfii‘:l:s: ss'pr?il?. Tl:; Venue is  the Jeaders of 18 European states SAECEED
ut significance. i
Obviously gdismayed with, et !: begin a new rapproche- The Swiss policy is not one of
recent events, particularly in the aEntbetweenthe }?C a2 state's) isolationism. They are prepared
and the EFTA (six states, in- A OEoNDICE
USSR, Castro remarked that the 3 4ino the neutral > © participate fully in the devel-
.phms? “stbruggle against imperial- & iy opment of Europe, but there
ism” has been virtually removed ¢ will be no sell-out of Switzer-
fl’ol:'nl the political vocabulary in EUROPE& CEE(EONOM]C land’s vital interests. As a small
z socialist countries. i
o Fidel Castro greets Nicaraguan leader Daniel Ortega — is the Cuban ~“the slogans of scal};alxltta’h}slrensa;(k Switzerland belongs to the :::;?d :‘i\;vc:nnot footer
leader about to leave the Soviet camp? never be the instrument for sol- uropean Free Trade Assoc- We live in interesting times.

fact of everyday life within the amputee State. The local
2 bossman, who shouted with Redmond for recruitsto =
=2 - \ ‘fight the terrible Hun’, (his own sons safely in residence 1

e P M) o2 at Clongowes, Mt. St. Benedict or Glenstal) got suitable ~*
D1ARMAID O SUILLEABHAIN

IRELAND — FREE STATE OR INATION? ™ iriitis et om s

I p if not quite the ‘freedom of small nations’;
in that merchant’s home county a Guinness maltind
barley contract was the very remunerative bounty —
still part of the family inheritance. At another extreme
there was ‘dole’ and free bully beef. In between perks
{anged from rate-collecting, secret-service, peace coma :
issioners to the squireen who donned plus-fours and SpF
either passed or rejected scrub bulls and premium mars
at snipegrass crossroads. And so the Aisling, the 8@ ¢
and noble Easter dream of resurrection and freedom ¥
soon buried — well and truly buried beneath the Fresii
State’s pots and pans. We, ourselves of late, have 100
forgotten ! We, despite our tainery and balladry, B
forgotten Ulaidh and her second-class citizens for ¢ )
half a century. We pretended they did not exist. 3

.
.
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at the end of 1976. A native of Eyeries, Béara, Co. Cork he spent most of
his life teaching in Gorey, Co. Wexford. He received the Irish Academy of
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ot that the false concept and political chicanery its very peculiar internal dynamic, by its debasing nature

known as Free-Statery should be laid in its

entirety at the door of our politicians, There
were others equally culpable or even more culpable in
that they pulled the puppet-strings. The Business Mani-
pulators had arrived. Such narrow knaves cared little for
Free State or Ireland, their vision being entirely limited
to their Monday-trips to the local bank, Henceforth,
there was a new native breed to be reckoned with — the
great pound handshakers ! Wrapped up, as were indeed
their wives, in the fox, if not the mink, of petit bour-
geois capitalism they crowed upon and ruled the Free
State middens. Local boys made well !

Not that such knavery is new to our land, Indeed,
it was all perhaps very understandable, very human, that
a race that had been downtrodden for so long should at
the scent of freedom, give tongue and seck ‘milk and
honey’. Had Free-Statery been merely that it would
quite possibly be regarded as
human nature being what it is, understandable, But Free-

Statery was_and is nomething more. Free-smeg by

ble and cheap, but.

and dismal kinetic ensured that selflessness was eschew- 2 "

ed and selfishness in terms of the national charact
firmly enthroned. The real eyi &
R, i evil of Free-Statery was, and
That intrinisic evil at the core of Fre:

not in the packing of the judiciary, nor in t?\f:sl::;’lleltz:
of the Executive's ‘favourite sons', nor in the Uncly
Toms of an alien-briefed Ciyil Service, nor in the ro°
motion of a reyisionist teacher-force, nor in the lisln ;
line of ‘ridings’ and ‘sheriffery’ from landlord-days no%
in the acceptance and re-posting of military ‘tull'ored
gentlemen’, nor, for that matter, in black-clothed ranks
of Wty is Holy' nor in any other-strata of ‘Cum
uppance’ which might wag a finger at the ‘awful d“dl:
of Connolly and Pearse, No, the intrinsic evil of B
Statery is that the sons of the ‘favoured sons' Fo, "T
But the Free-Statery preceded the Free State ltulffx:l,u;
Bl B sy By bnd,

op Mo, s 45 mu !
Coholans, the common l’lctor)iong ﬁno:h h::i:g (:ll:a!;l::

the first inst:

South (in itself, ve d highly
. ry necessary an

Wwhilst at the san;e time, blackening all those who SO

the fuller development of the national ethos vw_s",ok,

cultural and political sovereignty. The rich m%° 7

That such change should afterwards cloud the ¢

vision proffered by the men of 1916 is, as I have ¢ '
already, understandable enough, a human “'e.“k“ﬁ
As portrayed in the daily-life of the ordinary citizens, ! ;n
shares a culpability and forgiveness commen (¢ fine
history-pages of many other countries. What 5 'mthe :
itely more culpable and far less easy to forgie 5 "
faq__t that the so-called leaders of the Free S_li\” 1;”% 3
tended that such a gross betrayal was not taking P S
)
f
§
[
)
}
:
l
I

¢

and that the weft and woof of nationhood Wer® (LI:.
800d hands, the fabric without cast. This pm(emf[; Y
protence indeed it is, was clearly, yeah CUittEL

te : ing attention
red up, in the main, by focussing 34% " ¢ he
Jaudsbl)

ghl
o)

on the ds P

_ the century, the Common Market, W35 ™
for instance, to this effect as smokescreel:'_/
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MUCH-HYPED
Charter’ proposed by the EEC and
to which the Thatcher Government
in Britain is so stridently opposed
is not the human face of capitalism
that erstwhile socialist participants
of this European rich man’s club
would have us believe.

At first sight and at best it might be
seen as a set of pious aspirations, but on
closer examination can be seen for what
it really is — a hoax on the unwary work-
ers who don’t have the time, inclination
or cducation to disentangle the deliber-
ately complicated verbiage used to con-
fuse and mislead them.

Growing opposition by the ordinary
people of the twelve member states to
what the EEC is really about, required a Health.
pretext of social equality such as the Soc- e
ial Charter to halt or divert the growing
awareness that the socalled Community
is in reality a military bloc as it was
always intended to be.
CAMOUKFLAGE
Trade Unions, Socialists and would-be
Christian Democrats within the EEC who
wished to salve their consciences as mem-
bers of this brutally selfish and exploit-
ative capitalist organisation, were the
authors of the Social Charter, and found
willing support for it in the ranks of the
more devious right-wing parties who saw
in it a useful camouflage for their long-
term objectives of cheap labour and high

By a process of organised objections
from each of the member states, and the

ANOTHER
EEC HOAX

bogus strong man opposition of Thatcher’s

Britain, the original Charter is now so dil-

uted as to be a nonsense.

There is a copout in every single
clause, and above all there is the all-
embracing proviso that each national
government may disregard all or any of
the Charter which it sees as being already
covered by regulations or existing agree-
ments.

Title One of the Charter’s “Fundamen-
tal Social Rights”; Right to Freedom of
Movement is a typical example of the in-
built fraud:

. Every citizen of the FEuropean
Community shall have the right to free-
dom of movement throughout the terr-
itory of the Community subject to
restrictions  justified on grounds of
Public Order, Public Safety or Public

‘Social

DISCRIMINATION
What then of the operation of the

odious Prevention of Terrorism Act
(PTA) by which the British discriminate
and humiliate Irish citizens travelling to
or through Britain? Seven-day detention
and interrogation and even deportation
orders against the Irish are it seems quite
legal and acceptable under this “enlight-
ened” Social Charter.

Another gem from this “progressive”
Charter should delight Irish workers.
Under the title Minimum Wage Increases,
they will be delighted to hear that the
minimum wage for workers in Portugal
(industrial) is to be increased by 5% to
make it a whopping £30.75 per week and
agricultural workers’ wages will soar to a

PEOPLE POWER

hen cultural aspects were treated by Dublin,
it usually transpired that Leinster House

sought only to half-grasp the reins — just in
cas the “dynamite” set off wild horses galloping again.
Smzll wonder then that we had the sham ‘revival’ —
a coachand-four of ‘Gaelic’ pulled by the State’s child-
ren while the cabbies and footmen jarred on the brakes.
In short, the cultural buck(et) carried to the Phoenix-

well bad for bottom a free state sieve — the foundling
must 00t be ‘strained’.

Ireland’s history, however, is not unlike her skies
where glowering cumulus suddenly gives way to the ice-
ll;::hzm' and sullen nimbus to fiery dawns and golden
S sunsets, .B'|.|mlo!let burst open forever the Free
teal b2g of political tricks, the ‘republic’ facade, and
Z w";'? focus to Free State amnesia. I mention the
e facade because in the light of certain recent
in(‘am::{e John A. Costello’s after-dinner fit of pique

in 1947, the term would appear to have been

clear linguae, It certainly has been made abundantly
Cknnmy sincerely held aspirations Sedn MacBride
Couty k"‘ Poblachta might haye had towards a 32-
o;&ml’“blw were doomed to early failure because
The Z‘:“d Redmondism of Dillon and Cosgrave.
iy Temains, however, the tail-wagging of
Voice iy h':‘ in Leinster House when their Master’s
i din London has been clearly highlighted
the h’;k'nd Cupar Street. In ordinary circum-
inthe e o8 WOUld have been discreetly masked, as
Reolygjo, iny ;’f of diplomat’s bag and courier satchel,
101l gy (o tish-occupied Ireland put a sudden end
isms, Tho g c'c the ‘gentlemanly” niceties, the

19 Blages, ang Free State veneer scorched, peeled off
pulpy fevealed in place of native oak a rather

2% 1o mentiml: th Soon the pro-Brit warp and grain,
oot e knou‘ and shakes of Free-Statery

l:“hx had o nf&',f;‘" Fifty years of carefully-grafted

; Wound. fegty or even taken — deep down, the

bad gop, upon 1. hicred away. Suddenly the balloon
/ﬂ"m&m the Election Day patriots — the Vote-us-

The dominos are falling
The Poles, Hungarians and Czechs
Communism’s bankrupt
There is no turning back

Moguls gloat with greedy eyes
As new markets they espy
Freedom for the people

The merchant banker cries
Give free enterprise free reign
Let’s all begin again

Gorbachev and H k
The trick’s to stop the rot
Lop the branch, and save the tree

Stalin’s time is over, but Socialism lives on
Change the face

Dictate the pace

We’ll win the fight anon

consult, but disagr

Dubcek the prophet, returns to greet his flock
No tanks, no guns no bayonets — this time
To gag his humane voice

The Square has come full circle
The people make their choice

Opprecdon'bmdl defiance

Inyasion never lasts

Satellites and Puppets — can't endure
East and West are guilty

The victims are the poor

Systems versus People
Wealth in place of Soul
Gorbachey and Honecker
Bush and Helmut Kohl.

SEAMUS LEONARD

massive £23.05 per week . . ..
e+ Al e -

Lines written on hearing on the Radio of the Bomb
Explosion in County Louth

WHO ARE THE DEAD?
Who are the Dead?
Who are they?
Are they perhaps from Clare
Or Cork or Antrim Fair?
Who are the Dead who died today?

They died today in a lonely house
Near the Border-line

That divides the North and South
They were alive at midnight,

And they are dead today.
Who are the Dead who died today?

In many a house in our dear Land,
The question is asked with pain.
Who are the Dead? Who are the Five,
Who died today in that lonely house,
In the Borderland, that dreadful line?
Who are the Dead who died today?

Tomorrow we’ll know

The names of those who died today,
When the mine blew up

In that lonely house on the Borderland
In Ireland Fair. We'll know if
A son of yours or mine
Has given his life for Ireland there.

And we'll bury them all
In their lonely graves in our Motherland,
And we'll pray that their souls
May be on God’s Right Hand.
For they died to free,
Well, you and me, in that
Lonely house on the Borderland,
Those brave dear men who died today.

FERDIA
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AFTER GUILDFORD

A chara,

The “Plight of the Inno-
cent” is too serious a mat-
ter to be left to politic-
ians! Recent acknowledge-
ment at the highest consti-
tutional level of the plight
of Irish prisoners in Eng-
lish jails and the appalling
anti-Irish Judiciary system
in Britain was a rare phen-
omenon, After the release
and vindication of the
Guildford Four politicians
were lavish in their use of
such aphorisms as “long
delayed justice™, *‘convic-
tions based on question-
able and unreliable evid-
ence”, “dubious confess-
ions made under extreme
duress”, *“‘evidence of pol-
-ice brutality and severe
beatings  Now Being
Brought To Light™.
irony was not lost on
hard-working defence law-
yers, families of prisoners
and many determined
people who marched in
protest and campaigned
with pen and poster while
for most of the fifteen
years politicians, especially
in the Dublin Government
(with one or two except-

e Christy Moore (outside the Central Bank) entertaining the llmu.smlds (rf people
who took part in the ‘Parade of Innocence’ on December 9 last in Dublin.

ions), did absolutely noth-
ing.

The same dilly-dallying
by Government must not
be tolerated in regard to
the Birmingham Six. Mr
Haughey knows well that
justice, not mercy, is the
only outcome acceptable
and that the latest regrad-
ing of the prisoners’ condi-
tions is Britain’s ploy to
avoid the real issue of the
prisoners’ innocence. A
determined popular cam-
paign must continue as be-
fore to free the Six, as well

as the Winchester Three
and Judith Ward (alas for-
gotten) and clear their
names and those of the
Maguire family. It must
not rely on politicians
who, in the wake of Guild-
ford, are inhibited by app-
rehensions of the needs for
relevant reforms nearer
home. Indeed, it was not
today or yesterday that
the first alerts were sound-
ed of the danger of uncor-
roborated confessions ex-
tracted by whatever means
from persons in custody,
not in Guildford or Birm-

ingham but in cities and
towns on this side of the
Irish sea.

Remember the damning
findings of Amnesty Inter-
national in 1977 relating
to “Heavy Gang” behav-
iour and the system of de-
tention for interrogatory
purposes. The only res-
ponse to Amnesty’s call at
the time was the appoint-
ment of the Safeguards
Committee by the Govern-
ment who subsequently re-
jected its key recommend-
ations which were inten-
ded to strengthen the com-

SAOIRSE — Eandir/January 1990

plaints  procedure  for
people in custody and in-
troduce some independent
clement to the system.
And so the structures that
precipitated the whole de-
bacle at the time remain
the same today.

The lesson of Guildford
has many implications for
the Dublin Government.
Its newfound partiality to-
war 's the plight of the
innocent remains highly
dubious while the name of
Nicky Kelly has yet to be
cleared as well as his co-
defendants who were brut-

alised with him and wrong-
ly accused. The Govern-
ment’s sincerity in protect-
ing its citizens from Brit-
ain’s anti-Irish laws is most
of all discredited by its
readiness to  extradite
young Irish people to the
same legislature vis-a-vis
their political beliefs or,
their challenge, rightly or
wrongly, to the constraints
of British rule on their
lives and the lives of their
families.
An tAthair Piaras O Diill,
Srdid na hEaglaise,
Baile Atha Cliath 7.

SOUTH ARMAGH

CLAIMANTS
HARRASSED
A chara,
Bearna Uladh Sinn Féin
Poblachtach, South Ar-
magh and Newry con-

demns the harassment and
intimidation of claimants
outside DHSS offices
throughout the South Ar-
magh area by members of
the British Crown Forces.
Particular condemnation is
directed towards recent
incident in Forkhill.

We would remind Civil
Service employees at these
offices that they are quick
to register their protest
whenever they feel intimi-
dated.

Therefore, we publicly
call on their trade union to
instruct its members to say
what they propose to do
in defence of unemployed
claimants who are abused
and threatened outside
their offices.

The British Army and
the RUC are engaged in a
petty policy aimed at in-
timidating the people of
Newry and South Armagh.
The nationalist people are
now enduring a regime of
oppression which is no
longer acceptable in East-
ern Europe.

PRO

Bearna Uladh Sinn Féin
Poblachtach,

South Armagh and
Newry.

Women inIr
Fight for Fre

w Cumann na mBan

BY 1911 Inghinidhe was no longer functioning

land’s

as a united organisation, although S
came together from time to time to use the
name. During the Kking’s visit of that year a
committee was set up from all nationalist
groups to plan protest activities. It was decided
to hold a dignified counter-demonstration to
Bodenstown as it was feared that if such a
demonstration was held in Dublin there would
be trouble from the turbulent young men.

This went ahead but it did not stop turbulent
young women. Countess Markievicz and mem-
bers of Na Fianna handed out leaflets along
the route of the royal procession and burned a
Union Jack. Helena Moloney was arrested for
throwing a stone through a shop window dis-
playing a photo of the royal couple and, having
refused to pay a fine, became the first woman to
g0 to jail since the Ladies Land League. She
was extremely angry when her fine was paid,
strangely enough, by Fanny Parnell.

In 1913 members of
Inghinidhe and the Irish-
Women’s Franchise League
(IWFL) worked together
to try to alleviste the
terrible ‘sufferings caused
by the attempt of Dublin
employers to starve their
workers into submission,
They set up soup kitch

bership of Sinn Féin, but
when in 1911 Home Rule
again . scemed to be on
the cards they changed
their attitude,

In 1913 Griffith, who
was becoming anti-femin-
ist, declared that “Sinn
Féin was not particularly
. 4 RHeREIrr

in Liberty Hall and all
joined in the huge task,
But their di con-

moyement , , , , until
Ireland has some kind of

tinued. Inghinidhe refused
to support the campaign
for yotes for women on
the grounds that it was
agitation for the right to
British citizenship and they
women
should unite to make Ire-
land ungovernable by Brit-
ain, Sinn Féin initially wel-

- comed the campaign by

the IWFL and said that

~membership of it was not

incompatible with mem-

£ of its own,
then as far as our opinion
will go, Irishwomen, if
they desire the yote, will
have it”, Inghinidhe re-
mained consistent in their
attitude throughout the
debate,
EXCLUDED

With the decline of In-
ghinidhe and the founding
of the Irish Volunteers in
1913 there was an opening
for a militant national
women's organisation,

Women were excluded
from membership of the
Irish Vol , although

some had attended the
inaugural meeting, they
were seated in a gallery
specially set aside for them.
On April 5, 1914, over
100 women attended a
meeting of what was to be
called Cumann na mBan..
The meeting was presided
over by Agnes O’Farrelly.
Amongst its aims were the
advancement of the cause
of Irish unity; the organis-
ation of women in the
furtherance of this object;
to assist and train a body
of Irishmen for the de-
fence of Ireland and the
setting up of a Defence of
Ireland Fund. Other act-
ivities were first aid, drill,
signalling and rifle practice.
A provisional executive
was elected, many of
whom were relatives of
leaders of the Irish Volun-
teers. In May Inghinidhe
na hEireann joined forces
with Cumann na mBan by
becoming a branch of the
organisation, Cumann na
mBan grew rapidly, The
four Dublin Branches were
attached to the four Dub-
lin battalions of the Irish
Volunteers,
EQUALITY |
The IWFL did not fay-
our Cumann na mBan as
they belieyed that a prom-
.ise of equality should have
been extracted from the
Volunteer leadership be-
fore Cumann na mbBan
consented to do the tedious
work of fund-raising, How-
ever, the women of
Cumann na mBan, like
Inghinidhe before them,

believed that ‘“‘there can
be no free women in an
enslaved nation”.

)

In December 1914 Cum-
ann na mBan held its first
Convention and consolid-
ated its aims. At this con-
vention Cumann na mBan
stated that it was an inde-
pendent body of Irish-
women and that direction
of its branches would be
by its Executive. This was
in reply to criticism from
the IWFL that Cumann na
mBan was a mere adjunct
of the Volunteers. While
Cumann na mBan never
had the independence
which Inghinidhe had en-
joyed, because they were
tied into and part of the
structure of the Repub-
lican Movement, they al-
ways had an independent
outlook and never hesit-
ated to put forward views
and opinions, even when
these were unpopular.

In 1914 John Redmond
demanded, and the Vol-
unteer Executive reluct-
antly  conceded, that
25% of his nominees be
included on the Volunteer
Executive. At the start
of World War I, Redmond,
in exchange for a prom-
ise of Home Rule after the
War, promised the British
government the services of
the Irish Volunteers and
immediately started tour-
ing the country exhorting
men to join the British
Army ‘‘to fight for the
freedom of small nations",
The original Volunteer
‘Executive repudiated him
and at an emergency meet-
ing the Volunteer mani-
festo was reaffirmed, How-
ever 170,000 men loft to
Join the National Volun-
teers and most of these
went on to join the Brit-
ish Army, Only 11,000
men stayed with the Irish
Volunteers, Those who
remained were determined
to transform the organ-
isation into a tightly knit

military body, capable of
taking on the British and
taking advantage of Brit-
ain’s disadvantage.

REDMOND
REJECTED
Cumann na mBan issued
a statement shortly after
totally rejecting Redmond
and ‘his policies of com-
promise. Only a few mem-
bers left and from this
time the organisation went
from strength to strength.
By October 1914 there
were more than 60
branches and a permanent
HQ in Dublin. Florence
MacCarthy was appointed
organiser and immediately
set about her task, tray-
elling about the country,
setting up branches in
many places. A militarist
fervour swept through
Cumann na mBan which
from then on organised

on military lines.

In August 1915 large
numbers of Cumann na
mBan in uniform marched
at the funeral of O’Don-
ovan Rossa and in the
months following the or-
ganisation spent its time
preparing for the approach-
ing confrontation with the
might of Britain which all
knew would come before
the end of World War I.

James Connolly had set
up the Irish Citizen Army
in 1913 in an effort to
protect the striking work-
force during the Dublin
lock-out, Mainly because
of his influence women
were accepted on an equal
footing to men, Countess
Markievicz was a member
of both the Citizen Army
and Cumann na mBan,
In fact, she held the rank
of Vice-Commandant in
the Citizen Army. There
Was less sex discrimination
in the ICA and lectures
on such subjects as first
.aid were given jointly
to men and women, some-

unheard of in those
days,

WORKING CLASS
WOMEN
While many of the
women in the upper ranks
of the ICA were middle

class, the rank and file
were women who had
been  dismissed  from

Jacobs factory for attempt-
ing to organise a union.
It was unusual at  that
time- for working class
women to be involved in
any kind of group or
organisation. Because of
the terrible poverty, most
of them spent their lives
slaving at badly paid jobs
to augment the meagre
wages their  menfolk
brought home and looking
after their families. It was
only those women who
had some financial secur-
ity that were free to
become involved in pol
itics or indeed any kind
of voluntary work.

The early years of the
twentieth century were
exciting for those women
who were in a position
to take advantage of the
changing times — who
were in fact out to change
society. Organisations like
Inghinidhe na hEireann,
Cumann na mBan, Na
Fianna and the Irish Cit-
izen Army made vast in-
roads into male-dominated
society and ensured that
women would never again
be ignored or disregarded.

In the months leading up
to the Rising nationalist
women took their part in
the preparations, raising'
much of the funds used
‘for buying arms, protest-
ing against Redmond’s re-
cruiting of Irish men to
fight Britain's war and in
general doing more than
their share in trying to
ensure the success of the
Rising,

— Eimear Ni Bhriain

(Refs, Unmaneagable Rey-
olutionaries by Margaret
Ward),
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e an F
for Sinn
3 n Bart was
When h:i(;oout trial at
&“mh in 1957 Seén
B a public protest
ke of Tuam and was
jatform 12 is post as
P jssed from his pO:
-time telephonist at
:hs Jocsl exchange as &
";“5 victimisation of a
Jighly popular figure only
Jd to deepen his Rep-
blican convictions and'he
“ood 3¢ one of the Sinn
Féin candidates for North
ay area in the Co.
Council elections in 1960.
He spoke in several constit-
yencies in the 26-County
election in 1961
and in Fermanagh-South
Tyrone in 1964 and again
in 1966. g
His was the main thrust
in having Frank Glynn el-
ected to Galway County
Councll for Sinn Féin for
the first time in 1967. A
family man himself, he
was always to the fore in
work for the support of
Republican Prisoners and
their dependants.

MEMORABLE
His comrades recall him

candir/January 1990

Bronavan mBés’

REV. FR. SEAN
§ GORMAILE, PP

NS were saddened at the death of Very
RWUBU%A(;Omnilc. Parish Priest of Abercynon, Arch-
Rev. sd:f Cardiff, Wales and a native of Tuaim, Co. na

: December 6.
Gaillimhe O“Pd 75 and before his becoming a priest had
o active Republican and a noted platform speaker
¢in for many years.

as a memorable speaker at
a protest meeting against
the police batoning of
the Golden Jubilee Easter
1916 Commemoration
parade in Dublin in 1966,
The event on the Square
Athlone led to a public'
confrontation with Brian
Lenihan, the 26-County
Minister for Justice, on
another platform alongside
the Sinn Féin one, but
Sedn O Gormaile carried
the day in style and the
Fianna F4il meeting was
abandoned.

In 1970 at a fish-in at
Galway’s Salmon Weir
Bridge, he proved a power-
ful speaker. His devotion
to and use of the Irish lan-
guage was always in evid-
ence. It was a hallmark of
his public sppearances and
of his contributions to
organisational meetings.

Following the tragic
death of his wife, Nora,
in a motor accident in

1968 Sedn said that he was

going to do something
very worthwhile with the
remainder of his life. “I’
will either work full-time
for the Republican Move-

o Fr. Sedn O Gormaile

ment or go for the Church’
he told this writer,

In 1968-69 he was a rep-
resentative for Connacht
on the Ard Chomhairle of
Sinn Féin and following
the split with the Workers’
Party in 1970 he served
for a year on the Care-
taker Executive of Sinn
Féin,

At the Ard Fheis of
1970 he declined to go
forward for election to the
Ard Chombhairle and turn-
ed instead to study for the
priesthood at the mature
age of 55. His family res-
ponsibilities had  been
attended to at this stage,
he felt.

ORDAINED

Sean G Gormaile became
a deacon in Rome on June
9, 1974 and was ordained
priest in Tuam Cathedral
on April 8, 1975. He serv-
ed as curate at Pontypool
and later at Mertyr Tydfil
until 1980 when he be-
came a parish priest for
the last nine years of his
life.

Twenty-one priests, in-
cluding four from Wales,
concelebrated the funeral
Mass along with retired

Archbishop Cunnane (who
ordained Seén in 1975) in
St.  Jarlaths Cathedral,
Tuam on December 9.
Canon Daly of the Cathed-
ral Chapter in Cardiff paid
tribute to Sedn’s work
among the people and to
his concern for them at all
times.

Those who worked with
Republican
Movement over the years
unfailing
good humour and buoyan-
cy even under the most
trying circumstances. His
understanding of the or-
and his

him in the

remember  his

dinary people

commitment to working
for them were his out-
standing attributes. He

was always the good com-

rade, enthusiastic and rel-
iable, and secking nothing
for himself as could be
plainly seen in his life’s
work at different levels.
The removal and funeral

were attended by large:

crowds, including Rep-
ublicans from Galway,
Mayo, Roscommon, Long-
ford and Westmeath. The
President of Sinn Féin
Poblachtach, Ruairi
Brédaigh, Councillor
Frank Glynn of Milltown,
ex-Councillors Paddy
Ruane of Carnmore and
Sean Lynch of North
Longford were among the
many old comrades and
associates present.

Fr. Sean O Gormaile is
survived by his sons Bart,
Maitias and P6l, and his
daughters Aine (Kinvara)
and Noéirin (Enniscorthy),
brother, sister, daughters-
in-law, sons-in-law and
grandchildren to whom
the sincere sympathy of all
Republicans is expressed.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a
anam uasal.

— Ruairi O Bridaigh

COMHBHRON
ST ST

CAFFREY, Sympathy is
extended to the Caffrey
family, Dublip and .(o the
(g Bradaigh, O Conaill and
Mallon families on the
death of Eileen Caffrey,
former Domestic Economy
teacher, Newry and Bess-
brook Technical Schools
and Cumann na mbBan,
Donegal town. At dheis Dé
go raibh a h-anam dilis.
FAGAN (O Faodhagdin),
Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Niall Fagan and
family of Summerhill, Co.
Meath on the death in
December of their son and
brother P4draic. From all
the staff at An Ard 0ifig,
Sinn Féin Poblachtach, 13,
Aston Place, Dublin 2. Go
ndéana Dia grasta ar a
anam.

FAGAN, The Officer
Board of  Comhairle
Chtiige Laighean Sinn Féin
Poblachtach extend deep-
est sympathy to their com-
rade Niall Fagan and fam-
ily, Summerhill, Co. Mea!h
on the tragic death of their
son Pidraic in December.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh sé.

O FAODHAGAIN, Déan-
ann Cumann Aine Ni
Dhoibhlin, Ré4th Fearndin,
BAC, comhbhrén 6 chroi
le Niall O Faoghagéin agus
a chlann, Cnoc an Linsigh,
Co. na Mi tar éis bhds a
mac Padraic i Sasana, Mi
na Nollag 1989. Suaimh-
neas sfora{ d4 anam uasal.

FAGAN, Deepest sym-
pathy is extended to Niall
Fagan and family of
Summerhill, Co. Meath on
the tragic death in Decem-
ber of their son Pédraic.
From An Ard Chomhairle,
Sinn Féin Poblachtach. Go
ndéana Dia trocaire ar a
anam.

HOWARD, Sincere sym-
pathy is extended to Mrs.
Mary Ann Breen, Castle-
island, Co. Kerry on the

of Pédraic Fagan, son of Niall Fagan of S
Meath, Cathaoirleach of C:

PADRAIC FAGAN

- REPUBLICANS were shocked by the tragic death by
drowning at Brighton, England during December 1989

expressed on this very
sad occasion by all the

staff of SAOIRSE.
On arrival at Dublin
3 airport on Wednesday,
hill, Co.  -pecember 27 the i
hairle Chiige Laigh were met by his family

Sinn Féin Poblachtach.

A member of Na Fianna
E‘mnn for many years in
his teens, P4draic was pres-
ent at the Ard-Fheis of
Sinn Féin Poblachtach in
October last and attended

hiige

Laighean.

He is survived by his
wife Bernadette and two
children, Fiona (8) and
Padraig (5), as well as his
parents, brothers and sis-
ters. Sincere sympathy is

and close relatives. Sinn
Féin Poblachtach was
represented by Daithi O
Conaill, Leas-Uachtaran,
Cathleen Knowles,  Ard

Runai, Sedn O Conch\'x'i.r;
and Peig Ui Riogh, Cis-

teoir{ and Ard Chomhairle
members Tomas O Maoil-
eoin, Mick Hegarty and
Tony Ruane.

On Thursday morning

December 28 the burial in
Summerhill, Co. Meath
was attended by Daithi O
Conaill and Sein O Con-
chiir and a wreath was
laid on behalf of the Ard
Chombhairle, Sinn Féin
Poblachtach.

2 Comhairle (|
g
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MAIRE Ui
MHONGHAIN

Mol Miire UI Mhonghsin bés i Londain Sasana ar 126

. Téigeadh a corp go Aerfort Ul Ordin ar Dé Méirt,

14 de Mhi na Nollag, agus uaidh sin go dti Séipéal

Eo Thuama in Jorras Domhnainn i gContae Mhaigh

.Eﬂ I Cholm4in ab ainm di, sul a phos si. Ba as
L. Bhi Gaeilge 6 dhuchas ag

mar Chraolt6jr ar Radié na
Poblachta, X
Rinne Méire obair le
Sein Mac Confhaola as
Bhaile Cruaidh, “Contae
Mhaigh Eo, Oglach, a bhds-
aigh ar stailc ocrais agus
tré bualadh,
Chnoc An Arbhair, i Mina
Miérta, 1940. Fuair 'An-
toine D’Arcy, as Contae na
Gaillimhe cyb“ ar stailc
ocrais cuplas 14 roimh bds
Shedin Mhic Confhaola,
BRATACH
Bhi slua mhér ag Aif-

Dhubh Thuama, agus bhi
bratach na Poblachta ar a
cénra. Adhlacadh Maire i
Reilig Dhubh Thuama.
Labhair Caoimhghin Mac
Cathmhaoil, buan cara
chlann Ui Mhongdin ag a-
huaigh, agus chuir sé sios
ar a beatha. Bhi suim mhér
ag Maire i stair agus 1

' gCultir na hEireann. Bhi

uth  Alainn  aici.  Sdr
ln;mhr&mi'. Bhi s an mhaith
ag rince damhsaf na nGael,

Dairt Caoimhghin gur
oill ddnmharu Jackie

reann na Marbh iSéipeél_

bhaineas leis an spiorad a
sheas Sean thar an gcoit-
eantacht, chomh suntasach
le Néfin thar uisce Locha
Chuinn, né Sliabh Mér,
Acla, thar tonnta fioch-
mhara Chuain an Fhéid
Dhuibh!”

Luaigh Caoimhghin freis-
in Gearéid O Mongdin,

.death of her uncle Martin
Howard, a Republican all
his life, who died sudden-
ly on December 3 last.
From John and Margaret
Houlihan and Mrs. Doh-
erty, Droumroe, Currow,
Killarney, Co. Kerry. Ar
dheis Dé go raibh sé.

LAVELLE, Sincere sym-
pathy is extended to the
Lavelle family of Belleek
on the death of their fa-
ther Joe before Christmas.
From Bearna Uladh Sinn
Féin Poblachtach. Solas na
bhFlaitheas d4 anam.

MAHER, Deepest sym-
pathy to Se4n Maher and
family, Kilbeggan, Co.
Westmeath on the death,
on Christmas Day, of
Sedn’s  brother  James
‘Bunty’ Maher, nephew of
James Daly, Connach
Ranger. From Seosamh

Maoileoin, Co. na h-lar
Mhi. <
O’CONNELL: Republi-

cans regretted the death pf
Dan O’Connell, Querrin,
Kilkee, Co. Clare on De-
cember 24. He was father
of Joe O'Connell, Repub-
lican prisoner in England
and member of the Bal-
combe Street siege team,
and of Mick O’Connell,
former Republican prison-
er in Portlaoise. The re-
moval to Doonaha Church
on December 25 and bur-
jal in Lisdeen cemetery on
St. Stephens Day was att-
ended by many Republi-
cans and representatives of
Sinn Féin Poblachtach.
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O LUBHLAI, Is trua le
foireann SAOIRSE bis
Mhichil Uf Labhlai, athair
Domhnall U{ Labhlai as
Cluain Cille, Muine Liath,
Muileann Cearr, Co. na
hlar-Mh{ a tharla ar an 20
Eandir. Déantar comh-
bhrén lean infon Mairin, a
mhac Domhnaill agus lena
ghaolta ar fad. Ar dheis Dé
go raibh a anam dilis.

QUALTER; Sympathy is’

expressed by the staff of
SAOIRSE to Murt Qual-
ter, his sister and family
on the death of Mrs Aggie
Qualter, Athenry, a lonz:
time and firm supporter of
the Republican movement.

6 MONGAIN: Is trua le

foireann SAOIRSE bis
Mhidire Ui Cholmain,
bean<héile Shéamuis Ui
Mhongiin as Muighed a
tharla i Sasana ar an 120
Nollaig. Poblachtach dilis
dob ea i. Tugadh a corp gé
h-Aerfort Bharr na Cuige
agus cuireadh 1 i nDubh
Thuama, Co. Mhuigheo.
Déantar comhbhron lena
fear chéile, a clann mac
agus inion.

|| gCUIMHNE |
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LOCHRIE, Jim; CAMP-
BELL, Sedn — 14th Anniv-
ersary. In proud and loving
memory of Volunteer Jim
Lochrie, Dromintee, Co.
Armagh and his comrade
Sedn Campbell, Fochart,
Co. Louth. These two
courageous Irish soldiers
were Killed on active ser-
vice in a premature ex-
plosion on December 6,
1975. Remembered with
pride by the members of
Bearna Uladh Sinn Féin
Poblachtach, South Ar-
magh and Newry. Go
ndéana Dia trocaire ar a

dearthdir  Shé is. Ba
Stitrthéir Fhaisnéise de
Chomhairle an Airm Gear-
6id, Oglach calma, a chaill
a shldinte i bPriosin, agus
a fuair bds go h-6g. Rinne
Caoimhghin tagairt freisin

g:'ifﬂth go mor ar Mhdire
Ui Mhongdin, Bhi sé ag
rothafocht i mBaile Atha
Cliath nuair a scaoil Pbil-
fnf rinda an tSaorstéit leis
le mul:ﬁfnﬂmnm.dg:.r .:'
Jeandint an
%:ru an am sin, Rinne
Caoimhghin tagairt freisin
do Shedn Mac Confhaola’
s d'aithris sé sliocht as

4 ::u bheathfhdisnéis ~ a

scrfobh Séamus O Mon-:

do Shedn ‘agus Lasarian O
Mongdin, beirt dhearthdir
eile, a d'fhulaing priosin-
tacht chomh maith, agus a
bhdsaigh go h-6g,

Ditirt Caoimhghin: *Nil
saoirse in Eirinn, agus ni
bheidh, go mbeidh férsai
Corébnach na Breataine
glanta amach 6 Tir iomldn
na hEireann, agus saol
fidntach curtha ar fiil do
chuile dhuine in Eirinn,"

WATTERS, Michael —
32nd  Anniversary. In
proud and loving memory
of Michael Watters of
Edentubber, Co. Louth

XTI YCXEXTRR
Beannachta/
XX TTSTEENNR

NEW YEAR Greetings to
Joe O’Connell, Harry Dug-
gan, Liam Quinn and John
Hayes, Political Prisoners
in England, Peter Rogers
and Micky Burke, Port-
laoise Jail, Tommy Mc-
Kearney, 'Maghaberry and
Political Prisoners every-
where, From Michael Heg-

and those who gave up
their lives in his house
on November 11, 1957.
Bearna Uladh Sinn Féin
Poblachtach  remembers
with pride the noble sac-
rifice of Michael Watters
and his four young com-
rades Paddy Parle, George
Keegan, Paul Smith and
Oliver Craven. Leaba i
measc laochra na h-Eir-
eann go raibh acu.

SMITH, Paul; CRAVEN,
Oliver; WATTERS, Mich-
ael — 32nd Anniversary.
The Paul Smith Cumann,
Sinn  Féin Poblachtach,
Newry, Co. Down remem-
bers with pride the three
who were tragically killed
by a premature explosion
on November 11, 1957
with their two comrades,
Wexfordmen George Keeg-
an and Patrick Parle. Solas
na bhFlaitheas dd n-anam-
acha.

irty, Clare,

NEW  YEAR  solidarity
jreetings to all Irish Repu-
blican prisoners in Ireland,
England and throughout
Ih_: world. “In every gener-
ation we have renewed the
struggle and so it shall be
to the end.” — Pidraig

Pearse. Beannachtai na
gathbhli a oraibh yilig.
Shéan O Sé, Baile Xtha

Cliath
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slmherty case

in balance

THE FATE of Joe Doherty, sitting in a Manhat-
ten federal prison for over six years, now ap-
pears to rest with the US Court of Appeals
which will decide soon whether to allow the
Bush administration to deport him to the Brit-
ish or uphoida the decision of the Board of Imm-
igration Appeals (BIA) to allow him to apply for
political asylum in the USA.

In the redoubled cam-
paign in the States, 86
Congressmen  have signed
House and Senate resohi-
tions 62 demanding that
Joe Doherty be granted
bail and a hearing on his
request for extradition.

COVERAGE
The New York Daily
News recently gave his

case space on three succes-
sive days, with 11 pages of
coverage in all.

Qn a recent US tour
Sinn Féin Poblachtach Ard
Chomhairle member Coun-
cillor Joe O'Neill stated
that both the organisation
and Cumann na Saoirse in
the USA would do all in
their power to publicise
Joe Doherty’s case.

e Joc ()'anl addressing a Cumann na Saoirse function in New Jersey.

INACCURATE

Referring to Joe Doher-
ty’s letter to the Irish-
American press recently
criticising Mike Flannery,
he stated that while this
was grossly inaccurate and
misleading, it would not
deter Republicans from

working to defeat the
plans to extradite an Irish
citizen from the USA to
Britain.

“Republicans only rec-
ognise one Republic — the
32-county Republic pro-
claimed in 1916 and know
that the 1937 Constitu-

tion is doubly wrong. It
was only voted on by
people in the 26 counties
and it is superceded by
emergency repressive laws
introduced to defend Bri-
tain’s Border in Ireland
against those striving for
Irish freedom,” he said.

e e
_Imeachtai
KEVIN COEN
COMMEMORATION
SOOEY, CO. SLIGO
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
Assemble after 12 o "clock
Mass and parade from
Sooey Chapel to Cemetery,
Prominent Speaker

SEAN SABHAT
COMMEMORATION
LIMERICK
SUNDAY, JANUARY 7
Assemble Bedford Row,
Limerick City at 12 45pm
and parade to Mount St.

Lawrence’s Cemetery,
Speaker:  Aileen McCarry
x i
FREE THE
BIRMINGHAM SIX!
GALA CONCERT
SUNDAY, JANUARY 14
National Concert Hall,

CHARLIE
KERINS

CHARLIE Kerins was exec-
uted by the Fianna Fail
government on December
1, 1944 after a so-called
‘trial’ by a Military Court,
set up under the Offences

i the State Act
(1939). Provision for this
court remains on the stat-
ute books to this day and
those appearing before it
have no right to appeal a
death i d

“Charlie Kerins was Chief-
of-Staff of the IRA and his
aims and objects were the
removal of all British
occupation forces from
Irish soil. It was at the
hands of a British hang-
man that he died. His mur-
der ordered by the Free
State administration which
does more to consolidate,
British rule in Ireland than
to dislodge it.

P

by it.

The annual Charlie
Kerins Commemoration
took place at Tralee on
Friday, December 1. The
parade formed up in
Denny Street at 8pm and
marched to the Kerins
‘Memorial at Strand Road.

There Sinn Féin Pob-
lachtach  Vice-President
Eamon Larkin gave the or-
ation in which he said:

“Let us emulate men
like Charlie Kerins, and his
brave comrades. Let us
also get rid of what Liam
Mellows, at the Treaty
debates rightly called ‘the
stand between government
which stood between Ire-
land and its freedom’. Let
us also rid ourselves of the
reformers and revisionists
who stand between us and
the Republic that Kerins
believed in.”

\Q“TAEH
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CABHAIR SWIM

© 12 NOON, Christmas Day 1989, on the canal near the Marble Arch Pub in Drimnagh
where once again the annual CABHAIR Christmas swim took place. The large contingent
which included the brothers Ciardn ‘Fada’ and John Callaghan, Dave Hayes, Tommy
Byrne, Martin Gelston, Paul Darcy, Maureen Egan, Miire Ni Mhuineachiin and James
Connolly Egan all bravely took the plunge to raise money for the Republican Prisoners
Dependants Fund and a special thanks to Ger Slevin who travelled from New York to
take part. Great fun was had by all and remember folks to have all monies and cards

returned to CABHAIR as quickly as possible.

Earlsfort Terrace, Dublin
2. Artists include Niall
Téibin, Christy Moore, the
Black Family, the Fleadh
Cowboys and traditional
musicians. Tickets £6, £8
and £10 at the NCH
phone (01) 711888

WEEKLY VIGIL
British Embassy
131 Merrion Road (near
§RDS), Dublin 4, 11.30 to
2pm, every Saturday. ConA
fact Booterstown Support
Group, Tel: 887299
ke & 3

PETER McNULTY
COMMEMORATION
BRYANSFORD
NEWCASTLE
CO. DOWN
SUNDAY, JANUARY 28
Assemble:

After 10am Mass
Bryansford

Cabhair

DUBLIN DRAW

IDECEMBER Winners in
ithe CABHAIR (Irish Rep-
iblican Prisoners Depend-

WHAT
THEY
SAID

IN (959

“So far as I.can make
out, the Workers’ Party be-
lieves that Stormont should
berestored . . . Butregion-
al government in Northern
Ireland, which is what the
restoration of Stormont
would mean, and regional
government in the South
of Ireland is the essence of
partition. What ;lse could
it be? And is that not the

urson TOTAL EMPLOYMENT

N\

N

almost 70,000 fewer jobs
today than in 1980.

kol &

“Further, the time has
come for people here to
stand for democracy or
against it. We have never
had a democracy. I have
never lived in a democracy
in my life. We must have it
now. We will have it now.”

East-West, but  rather
North-South. In Venez-
uela, Peru and Argentina,
per capita income is now
lower than it was in 1970.
Latin  America exports
large quantities of food to
the US, but 25 million of
its children are underfed.
In Zaire real wages are
one tenth of what they
were in 1960 and in many

ants’ Draw were as foll-
jows: £100, no. 370; £50,
Ino. 400; £30, no. 257;
£20, no. 018; five prizes of
£10, nos. 145, 354, 386,
183, 171. Next Sinn Féin
Poblachtach Draw on
LSunday, January 14,

NEW ADDRESS
Readers please note our
change of address:

olicy of the WP?" 15s — Belfast’s Fr. Des Wilson,  places half the children die
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