


SINN PEILIN

Lttitude to Leinster House, utormont

It would seem from letvters which huve lpptlrid'ig.thgg
newspapera from time to time and from remurkse mude at M
and debutes, as well auv in privete conversation, that meny
people do not understund fully the attitude of ninn Fein
the Leinster House, Ltormont wnd \estminster Purlisments.
The Coiste vensts of binn Fein wivh uccordingly to outline
once more the policy of the organisution vim-a-vis th!!l

udministr&tions.

The immediate objective of Sinn Fein is to zchieve
unity and freedom of Ireland. One of the means adopted
tovards this end is the contesting of elections znd the
organising of the Irish people into un effective politice
movement. The reasons for not tuking seats as & minority
group in Leinster House, and not tzking seats at &1l in
either of the other two assemblies, are based on both -
principle and tactics. we shall explain the pclicy from
the point of view of both. S

Sinn Fein rejects outright the claim of England to
right to rule any part of Ireland; it recognises auth
derived from the universal suffrage of all the Irish peo:
2s the only lawful azuthority, under God, in this island
4~ partition system of government was forced on this co
in 1920-21 and kngland set up two partition instituti
of Government, Leinster House and Stormont, ruling 26 a
6 Counties respectively. The powers und functidms ¢ " B
were limited by the terms of the .ct which set them
Government of Ireland ..ct, pussed by the parlizment
vestminster in 1920. uighty per cent of the func
Government in the yix Counties were and still are
to westminster., 4 number of changes were mad
26 County state, its nume wus chunged twice,
constitution was adopted in 1937 and a "Republio"
in 1949. o

Despite any constitutionul chunges effected sin
Leinster House is still what it was designed to be
dey, o partition institution which is prevented from
functioning «s & Nutionsl (32-County) Par
laws which estublished it: numely, t
act, 1920; the Irish Free State sot (
the Boundary sgreement, 1925, This
rerlizment was incorporsted in
toto or in some amended form,
constitution says the 1
Onlyo




To operute the Leinster House or btormont P"I:@
to tocept inglund's right to pertition Irelcnd apd ouf;ioil
partition inutitutions of government herc. Thie ¢ it
“ith one of the fundementel prinoiples of winn Feins ﬂm
tho only cuthority ve recognisv is the cuthority deriv ot
the votes of 111 the Irish people, e roject w1l lews,

snd trestica which in eny vay restrict the Sovoreign?; g
Netion,

" Legel end Constitutionsl Difficultiel“ﬂf

Not only cun the Leinster House assembly not funct
& Netionel Parliument, but the '"Netionslist M.F.s: of S ‘
heve even been denied whet is called right of audience,wir S
permission to wvtend without voting, cxpleining why thie i
not possidle in Octoher 1954, thc then Taoiseuch, Wr. John;4
Costello, szid that such e step ''would raise legzal and s
constitutionzl difficulties”.  Wwhit he meant wius thet Leins
House could function only ¢s « purtition institution bound
the terms of reference Inglund had given it in 1920.

Once you aceept the pertition institution zny positior
other thun that of coerrying out its. purpose is untencb
Those who accept vtormont cnd Leinster House accept
British laws vhich creuted them and wcquiesce in the
conscquent limitetious of their sovereignty and Jurisdi
To enter either of these institutions is to bind oneself
bhand end foot, s politiciuns of «11 perties heve done,
these “legel znd constitutionsl difficulties", : '

The binn Fein attitude to Leinster House is cl
~€v out in our National Unity end IndependenceProg
where it ie stuated thut ve Will not enter Leinster
minority group, but gilven u m. jority we are PTCpL
over i.c uesembly, invite in ull the c¢lected repre
of the Irish people wud proceed to legiulute for
By doing this the 26-County purlivment set up

would be abolished wnd o 32-County usuembly es

vometimes it is suid thet (us hi.ppened 1n'1951
four T.D.s clected they should teke their sects ppd
would win four more seuts at the next ulaotiun, end

It is .cid that & majority could be builg R
VLY o It is well to remember that dur
fiftcen years thut the minority would bo &
House, they would be subjected to VEry grea
pressures and thet some 1f\notkmqat of then
s.liries tnd looking after the day to

constituonts, probubly wnﬁld;lona_;ﬁgh




of freeing Irelend. It will be seid that wo do
ourselves, but exporicnce hg shown thu
Leinster House cnd ceepted the purtition sy
L Out in vith grout eincerity vnd the bust of
buctme so chmeshod in it thet they shirked
the clush with Brituin thet un uttempt to
furliament would bring «bout, S

o

By romuining olowr of the entunglements vhich
inseparcble from Loinstor House op wtorment, the uinn
Tupresentutives, .lone ~hong those chosen ut pu
“lections, North or south, ure free %o work for ind 1
éntire Irish poople towards an L1l=Treland Perlifment,

Furthor,

thoss who operate mglond's sysfém- of col
€Xploitution

cnd refuse to (3scemble an £11-Trelend
Furlisment cre the re:-l vbstentionists. They are the
ubstentionists from o Nationul Parlicment.,  Sinn Fein
wuite propured to tuke their pluce s = minority in cny
£11Irelind Ferlicment, no metterwho convenes it, pr
is actively vndewvouring to rule all 32 Counties. .t
oment though, it does not appear likely that uny of th
existing partiecs are prepured to do this. They hzve
¢ stuke in the present system. Onc movement which
meintuined = nutionel approuch to Irelund's problems i

L.bour movement, v.nd they might be expected to reje

pertition system and forge vheud to full freedom,
thet most of their leuders luck the neCEeSsLry mo:
do so. It must be obvious to them by now that th
fighting « losing buttle in Leinster Houue politi

In the 26-County Locul Lloctions of 1960 Sinn
30 cendidutes returnecd endthey took their seant:
which they were elected, Teking pert in the off
~uthoritics doevs not involve ~Ccepting the b
theeo cuthorities would operutc in o similup
Nutiocn .1 32-County rurliument, Just us was d
coustry wus under the dirvet rule of Lestmines

is prepared to u.e the (kotion nechinery uy
bodiﬁso

'

¢

To Ch:ngo the System

+1tendince us . minority 4Toup ot Leins
moun thet oinn Fein upokesmoen would get ay mb”'
fuircer roporting of its policy und cCtivitieg 3
coveruge obt.inud dopends entirely op th@ﬁnfti'*
« zood exunple is the cmount of SpLoe given
the six-County Liber.l lecder, the e S
c.ndidutes polled 17,000 votes in the
vetober, 1964.  nepublicen cindidy te
slutemonts by Mepublioun

g “ )




Thio deliburnte cttempt tg pr
from receling the publie im wne of °
tha progroes of tho hupuuggw.?m

To swn up, the position is thit
the purtition system impomed Onﬂlw
decudoun wgoy not meroly to ohunge
it, but to chuuge the system iteclf, !
fundemontal nutionul isous, Until thie
be possible to duvelop the rosources of thi
intervete of the Irish pooplos Bocoming
uhd perpetu.ting it will not bring uwbout 4 3
™wo points mude ubove cre worth ropecting here

1. Like uny other political ormimtioh,,ﬁiﬂp
if given « mujority, willform ¢ government.,

2¢  kven t¢s : minority, oinn Fein fvill' si‘k wit
other group in en 41l-Ireland P_arlimqant

Finclly, Sinn Fein hse o socicl znd Economic
which it intends to put into offect in the frec
Freedom is not an end in itself, but = meuns to
cn end - the welfure of the Irish people,
will have to be tuckled in the new Irelend r

less difficult thun the uighty one of :chi
politiczl, finuncicl end economic froedom.




