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Whilst the nmediate aim of Sinn Fein is to accomplish the task of
freeing leeland from the yoke of foreign occnpation, it may be stated that
1;h§ npn.un!ﬂislnm'nt of this task is but the means to achievement of bhe
nl(n.nnin aim of yestoring Treland to her rvightful place as a free Nation
baving absolute control over the direction and administration of her m'vr:
affaivs — This aim embraces not alone the hreaking of those links ftnat
in the political sphere, hind lreland to Britain but extends to smnshimg’
!'hr- cconomne honds that link toe economy of the nation to that of a totter-
ing .'.md. virtually bankrupt, Empire.  As long as these economic bonds
vemain antact, for so Jong will the economic affairs of Ireland continue
nmhj- the virtual control of Britain and the economy of our Nation will
rematn at the mercy of those who exercise the power of manipulating the
British Winancial System.

As a means of achieving its immediate task, Sinn Fein, in its National
Umty and Independence Programme, has given an ontline of the policy that
s infended to pursue.  There yet remains the task of indicating the
nature of the Nocial and Economic Programme that is visunalised within
the wider scope of its ultimate aim. What follows may be taken gs being,
wm hroad and general terms, an outline of the organisaticn’s approacn
towards a solution of tne social and economic evils that beset the Irish
Nation. It goes without saying that, in the ultimate, the moulding and
organisation of the Nation’s economy will be a matter for the representa-
tives of the Irisn people, legisiating for all Ireland through the government
of a free and independent Irish Republic. In placing its social and econo-
wic programme before the Irish people and advocating their adoption
of it. Sinn Fein is not motivated by any desire to outhid political parties
and other sectional interests in a scramble to obtain kudos or the support
of tne electorate during election campaigns. Neither will they hesitate to
encourage and support the development and undertakings already initiated
that are truly naticnal in character and control of a nature designed to
secure an economny suited to the needs of the Ivish Nation and the welfare
of all its citizens.

One factor that-directly affects a .nation’s economy is the level of
taxation mecessary to maintain its Central and Local administrations. In
Ireland to-day, taxation is on a level equal to maintenance of taree separate
legislative administrations (plus a contribution to the British Exchequer
approximating to an average of ten million pounds annually since 1922) and
two local government administrations. Under such conditions, anything
approximating to a sound and stable national economy cannot be achieved.
Neither is it possible to secure any worthwnile reduction in administrative
cosis while administration of the nation’s affairs remains as at present.
I'he obvious remedy for such a state of affairs—the one that is advocated
by Sinn Fein, the one that must be sought for and obtained at all costs, if
the Trish Nation is to survive—is to end British rule and Partition Govern-
ment in Ireland and to unify administration under control of a National
Parliament legislating for all Treland.

Similarly with T.ocal Government administration.  The burden of
“taxation horne hy ratepayers is, in proportion to the services supplied,
altogether too heavy. Tn general, the proportion of vates expended to
ineet administrative costs and loan charges exceeds that expended in the
provision of services. In the main, this is due to the necessity of remuner-
ating the officials and staffs requived to operate an unwieldly and outmoded
system to fthe excessive inferest rates charged for overdrafts and loans
obtained wainly from the Commercial Banks. To lring Local Government
administration into line with a national economy suited to the requirements
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THE LINK WITH STERLING . :

The link with sterling may be bn‘eﬂy dc‘.!_s‘cmbed as the bond tha y
jreland to economic dependence o1 Lng}gnd'.s monetary system. |[p ‘rida
tjce, it means that Treland must 'nccepl Sterling as a convertible cﬁrregriw
ihat the Irish pound be maintained :}t statutory parity with the Bu]t(x
sound ; thatb Treland can only increase ‘the volume of her currency thro 1:.1
-:,mrclm-se of sterling securities (in other words, Frolattil*niust ‘et leng‘h
~ound to Britain before an Trish pound can be issued)’; tnat the Irish })Olmi
ust depreciate in value and to whatever extent Britain’s paper pound mkal-\
sll; that (Britain excepted) those who govern Ireland with the l)res'en'g
rmonetary system cannot, and do not, exercise the control necessary to s‘afe.
guarding the nation’s economy from the evils that flow from inflation S
Jeflation; that the Central and Commercial Baunks, insurance and Assuh.
rance (lompanies. commercial concerns and individvals are permitted 'm
invest savings of tne Irish people in British securities and undertakings
‘The present monetary system operated in Ireland (of which it may be S;iii
“aat the link with sterling forms its basis) renders inevitable a steady decline
in agriculture, since it prevents establishment of a stable and el
price level and produces amongst the agricultural community economic 1%
Aditions that cannot fail to force emigration. For shopkeepers it LT
loss of numerous potential customers who, through no fault of their own, havs
0 subsist on the dole, or, alternatively, on inadequate income derived from
intermittent employment, not to mentiou the loss sustained through enforced
emigratiop. For manufacturers, it means curtailment of tho home mati
<o essential fo stabilisation of industry, because, through heavy taxation,
‘_lnemployment and emigration, the mumber and purchasing power of their
.;-ustomers must diminish, For workers, if, means more unemployment with
Eiggi?:egau::;{ ‘;t:\:z::m.’d dm'eisul_'o qf .condi.tions to a level wl.lel‘e.. h}:;na‘x:‘.
placm-g our e:.“”{;mica;r;c -‘.ti[z}mtammg t.lns srystem inTreland 15, 1111 fb i:h.
vubord-inating our monet?url,l o ]1'n T FOUS (-ontromok, \;i:i‘:
the economic and ﬁnuncilnnl) r.po .le t.(", the Bank of Emglzmd.. A blrtd astab-
Sebancot of » sound mt(:; L‘ulm,epl, of such ‘conh'ql 15 esscutx‘ul to tné;a]:‘v;ﬁ;
majority of our peopl(; ru)cn'a tfa(‘nnomy. 'Ihere' 13 ]tt{‘lo p'ou}tln} lﬂ.fbsaciu‘-
justice enuncinted in Pap: ;’Ul: "f'g ‘mh'l a‘r.».p_la.u(hng the princip c\‘n 't‘ e
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THE POWER AND FUNCTIONS OF COMMERCIAL BANKS

The entive question of the powers exercised by Commercial- banking
concerns and the functions performed by tnem is one that calls for much
closer examination than that which can he given here. However, in face of the
known facts, it will scarcely he disputed that Commercial Banks in Ireland
exercise tho powers and perform tne functions of expanding and confract-
mg eredit,  Furthermore, they follow a practice of investing reserves of
capital in British Government and other foreign securities at rates of
interest on a level much below the rate normally charged on advances for
capital, commercial and private development in Treland. Through their
exercise of control over the volume of money, the Banks can determine the
extent to which esxchanges can e made. Through restriction of tne
volume of money, they can curtail economic activity, whilst, if it serves
their own imierests, they can stimulate such activity by the simple expe-
‘dient of making money more plentiful. While such powers of control
remain vested in private concerns (and exercised, as admittedly they are,
in tho interests of their shareholders), a national economy suited to tne
nation’s requirements and controlled and directed in the interests of all
its citizens will be almost impossible to achieve.

Money increasing in volume at a higher rate than production of goods
causes prices to advance. Conversely, if the volume of money is con-
tracted to a level below the rate at which the goods are produced, prices tend
to fali. Therefore, those who control the volume of money control the price
level at which goods, both agricultural and industrial, are marketed. To
secure and maintain the level of prices most suitable to a sound national

~ecenomy, full freedom to control the monetary affairs of the nation must

be restored to a national government, to be exercised by it in the interests
of the people as a whole. While Irish currency remains attached to that
of a foreigner and while confrol over the volume of money remains vested
in commercial banking concerns, Ireland will remain as she is to-day, forced
to maintain a standard of value of international character, and control of
the volume of her money, control of prices and the essential power to safe-
guard the prospects of ner people will remain vested in the foreigner and
the measure of her economic independence will be determined by him,

As a means of providing an opportunity for achievement of a national
economy and re-organisation of the present monetary system, Sinn Fein
proposes :—

(2) Adoption of 2 monetary system the essertial aim of which shall be

" equation of the volume of money, not to external and foreign

Y interests but to the economic needs of the nation as a whole. Such
an equation of the volume of money (currency and credit) to the
national needs, rather than to external foreign exchange (and to

2 sectional financial interests, such as those of Commercial Bankers)
will constitute the difference between a National monetary sysiem

and the present international system based upon the Sterling link.

(b) A complete break of the link with Sterling. The security

2 National Government can provide and the productive capacity
c of the nation would secure the backing for Trish cwrrency in
! substitution for that now provided by Sterling. Within the existing
situation, the fact is concealed that any change in external con-
ditions affecting the export trade reflects itself at once in the
volume of money available for internal commerce. In other words.
the people of Ireland are dependent on Britain to a great extent
to provide or withhold at will, the supply of money necessary to
enable Trish-manufactured goods and services to be exchanged within
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(d) with a view to (1) restricting or eliminating tl{e Powers of the (12::1
mercial Banks to expand and contract credit; (2) reducing ¢,
number of Commercial Banks operm-.mg in Ireland, 'I’“""i“'.llarly
{hose having their headquarters nut..?l(le the country; (3) T
ment of investments by the (,‘o%nmermql Banks in Britain anq other
foreian enterprises, thus diverting savings .ovi' the Trish people Ho
what should be their proper funcl:um—-nutlve capital developmen;,

{e) Repatriation of accumulated sterling assets and the applicatio of

a general policy aimed at ensuring tvha.t, the suvingﬁ of the Trigy
people and profits accruing from their Iaboyrs will not go to
Britain or elsewhere, to bolster up and sustain the economics of
foreign countries, whilst capital development in Ireland suffers’
from under-investment. In this regard, particular attention spa])
be given lo Insarance and Assurance Corporations and all other
concerns, particularly those having their headquarters outside
Treland who follow the practice of investing in foreign enterprises,
(f) Strict curtailment (or, if necessary, abolition) of foreign invest.
- ments in Ireland. Tarough the practice of allowing foreign specu-
lators to invest capital in Irish undertakings, profiis accruing from
the labour and enterprise of Irish workers pass into the hands
of foreigners, whilst, at the same time, outside speculators with
money to invest are free to purchase land and house property in
Treland and to spend or invest the profits accruing in Britain or
elsewhere.
(g) The setting up of a committee comprised of financial experts whose
function it shall be to examine the entive field of national currency
and credit, and in close conformity with the foregoing proposals
to formulate a monetary system based upon sound Christian and
National principles suited to the economic needs of the Nation.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

In the measure that industrial development has been undertaken in
]z-el'and within the past thivty vears, its n::lin direction has heen towards
achievement of self-sufficiency within the soparate statelels into Yoo
ceuntry has keen forcibly o ido
filstinr:lv and separate eco
industrial development
national cconomy,
development, op ‘the
to the establishm

partitioned, and towards maintenance of .
economies, No attempt has been made to guide
‘nt - along lines adaptable or suitable to an O\‘e}‘-f’!ll
Obviously, ihe main object has been to direct industrial
hasis of Partition rvm;;inin: for all time. This hus.led

2t ol indusiries in one of {he statelets in certain categorl
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ayhilst in the other stafelet the capacity of established industries in the
same categories was already more than enough to meet the requirements
of a mational cconomy, thereby leaving other and essential branches of
industry neglected. Within a national organisation of industry, it might
be found necessary for reasons such as conswmer demand, transport, decen-
tralisation and vu.m}wlitinn, to have industrial goods of a similar kind pro-
Queed af, two or nore centbres. (‘onsiderations of this kind, however, do
not delermine the present line of lmlusl.ri.nl Development in [reland. TIa
potut. of fact, the present line of Industrial _l)evclf;pmem has led to the
ostablisnment of industries, whose sharcholders, directors and employees
nave acquired a vested interested in the _nmintcn%mf:c of_ partition. In addi-
tion, foreigners have been permitted: to m\'eshl C{l[).ltill in many of the new
indusirvial undertakings and to acquire a major influence in their control
and management.
" In the field of industrial development, the broad aim of Sinn Fein is to
80 organise industry :(—

ta) That it shall fulfil its proper role in the provision of a balanced
national economy, i.e., it shall to the utmost extent possible provide
for the internal requirements of the nation and at the same time pro-
duco a surplus for export that, coupled with an-agricultural surplias,
will be sufficieni to meet the costs of necessary imported goods
{hat cannot be produced at home;
that priority shall be given to those industries using native raw

ih
materials and for the products of which tnere is a home market ;

—

*  {c) that in so far as it is prudent and feasible, having regard to trans-
port and other facilities, industry shall be decentralised to the
maximum extent; :

(d) that cognisance be taken of the potential capacity of established
industries to supply the full needs of a national economy before new
industries arve established in the same categories;

e) that until national capital and credit have been exhausted, for-
eigners shall not be allowed to invest in Irish industrial concerns,
or otherwise (either directly or through evasion of whatever coa-
trols may be set up) share in their control, profits or managentent ;

(i) that private enterprise in the fleld of industrial development shall
be promoted and encouraged. Promotion of government controlled
industries to be confined to provision of those escential industries
for which private enterprise fails to provide tne capital, and to
thoso which of their nature and extent call for State organisaticn
and control;

that protection of native industries against foreign dumping of

goods shall be provided in the measure necessary to ensure the

home market for their products on the strict understanding that

such protection shall mnot be abused, either through inefficient
management, through price exploitation of consumers. or in any
other manner;

(h) that where industry is capable of providing employment for a
given number of workers, the use of labour-saving devices or im-
proved machinery must not be allowed to cause redundancy of
workers within that particular industry, always providing that
the industry is returning a fair profit. In ovder to offset unavoid-
able unemployment resulting from the use of labor-saving devices,
provision shall be made at government level to maintain a full
volume of employment. Measures taken to achieve this involve
that the Government will make the necessary monetary provision
20 give constant employment at Trades Union and basic wages to

o~
o2
~
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(i) :!::ﬂ .]\I'O\'l.\l.')l.l :ql'liw i)(‘i,\\'QC'l employers and employees, not alsne
existing 1»(;1".1{1.0]".,1 ;lp‘herc. but in all other spheres as well. These
in the industrial o should not, be madp antagonistic to gng
another. All have a mutual interest in aclue\'emen.t an‘d mainten.
“m,t‘m: g“'ll)lc economic conditions and the prosperity for all thas
:\Y:l]( ftlw;\\:“r‘rom them. All have Lhe‘ir rig]‘fts and 2 their duties,
Emplovers, the right to an honest return of work for the wages
and salavies paid, the duty to see that employees are 130t, exploited
for the purpose of amassing profits. ; Employees the right to remun-
eration adequate to maintenance ot a st‘andardv of‘ living commen-
surate with the prevailing prosperity ot.‘the l\atxon,.trhe duty to
cive of their best in order to secure maximum production. A vala-
able incentive towards elimination of the present unsatisfactory
relationship between employers and employees would be to organ-
ise industry on vocational lines so as to allow for workers sharing
in the ownership, management and profits of their particulas
industry.
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AGRICULTURE
in the provision of a balanced national econonty, agriculture has an
important role to perform. The practice of making agriculture the main
source of production with a view to supplying the demands of the British
market virtually rules out any hope of a nafionally-balanced economy
whilst it leaves Irish agriculturists with little, if any alternative to acceovtf
l],:":,’;'\’\‘hutel:'_el' lirices‘ Britain chooses to offer for the ﬁroducts of their labour.
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l1!1“ :l:::r ' h'.'\?nkd‘&?sl-l%‘: eeded. it the farming industry in Ireland is to be run
eflic \) placed on sound husiness lines. B A L ek o

education, something more ig 2
3 needed tha X : ;
agricultural colleges, 0. present courses provided ab

Another matter calling for sep (3t ; k ;
S el mrmﬁlgf(1i"selll{;);tqll(;,ons(l;lfall'a:wn is the present trend
makes lite easier tor the agriGUtTeish an.d i ranted —Lhat, 1ts emplyymenb
sitated throngh shortage ot labouy ‘L’he ulL(i)nlilot,"»le-e:\LlenL t_‘hat’ 1% 13 neces<
to mechanised larming can have deléterious resultL lesurt,s Lo c}han.ge orex
Alveady (1952), experts at Genevs ; S o bae mnation’s economy,
e A i eva place Lreland in the seventh place among
luropean countries, in her possession of tractors, According to these experts
Ireland ln:s ohe tractor to every 88" hoctates of 1and, Denmark having one
to every 12.8 !1ec.tarcs (& hectare approximates to 24 s,t;abute acres) ,1% o
the least, 1t is an anomalous situation to have farmers hampe d th 1y
lack of labour assistance whilst the registered numb R
LSBT SE Tha ARl iy § er of unemployed in
TORRIY Y dole  presently exceeds the 110,000 mark for tne 32 Coun-
ties. ‘\S'Pt‘ctSAOl niechanised tarming that must be considered in its rela-
tion to the “ational economy are (a) 1ts displacement, of agricultural employ-
wment; (b) the enormous sum of money expended, most sz:L going to foreign
concerns to purchase tractors, farm im 1 t, 3 ARG i
. 7 3 5 plements, renewals and replacements
tor both, and for fuel and lubricating oils; and (c) that if generally
and exclusively adopted, it will place the-Irish agricultural industry at the
:ggu;lfitcz mercy of foreign sources of fuel supplies, both as regards quantity

1t is the purpose of Sinn Fein to so organise agriculture :—
(a) That the land of lreland now suited to agricultural production shall
-bg utilised to its maximum capacity ; :
(b) that land now unsuitable for tillage, through lack of drainage or
other causes, shall be reclaimed and rehabilitated to the extent
necessary for production of crops: et
(c) that the agriculturdl community will be encouraged to make the
.utmost use of their holdings through guaranteed stability of home
prices for their products at a level giving a reasonable profit to
farmers, and through the provision of the amenities required to
raise the standard of rural life;
= (d) tnat provision shall be made for a scheme of agricultural educa-
-tion to include advisory services and agricultural research, designed
‘to raise the productive capacity of the soil. The scheme to embrace
(1) extension of the facilities at present provided by County Voca-
tional Education Committees; (2) a curriculum to include general
subjects, in addition to agriculture, allied sciences and woodwork
for boys, and domestic economy and housenold management  for
girls; (3) attendance by post-primary pupils, between the ages
of 14 and 16 years who have elected for an agricultural life, at
such centres as may be provided by the Vocational Education Com-
_mittees; (4) provision of facilities to extend the post-primary
education to those over 16 years tarough evening classes during
winter months in convenient premises suitably heated and lighted:
(5) facilities for a further extension by provision of short courses

of from one to six months’ duration; (6) agricultural colleges to:

cater for courses in excess of six months;

(e) that through the advisory sel'vicc?, fm'mer_s: will 'be advised as to
the crops most suitable to the soil of their holdings, of the crop
rotation calenlated to give the best results, and of t-Y.le elements
in which their land is deficient. ‘The general aim being to zone
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a co-operative basis ;
general framework of :l‘grlc‘ult.urul organisalioy
{ utilising it in accordance with the requiremengg
of the Nation, shall enjoy full freedom “l,ll‘h.e Hlﬂna-gemelnt, and
occupation of theiv lholdings. Governmental control or directiop
'shall be kept at the minimum necessary 10 secure an over.))
balance of production from the land and fensul'}ng that flhe requisite
surplus 1s made available for export. The aim Sh:.fll be to settle
on the land of Jreland as many Irish people as t,n‘e agriculturg]
requirements of the Nation calls for and  economic good sense
justifies. Only under strict supervision ilfld within the limits that,
the national economy may requie, shall foreigners—eitner with or
without legally-acquired citizenship—be permutted to purchase op
acquire agricultural or other property in ll:eland;
(i) that land not suitable or adaptable to a-grlcu“lwral production shall
be utilised for Afforestation to tne fullest possible extent (1) through
a progressive national scheme organised by and under control of
the National Government: (2) through promotion of a voluntary
scheme of tree planting operated by the occupiers of the land;
(j) that in order to secure a balanced economy, a National Economic
Council be established, whose main function it shall be to (a)
“survey and explore the potentialities of the agricultural, industrial
and other resources of the Nation; (b) design a national economic
system based upon planned development along progressive lines;
(c) determine the best manner of utilising the resources of the
nation’s industrial plant, land, minerals, waters, labour power, etc.
" _in tho interests of the citizens as a whole; (d) devise a method
for the co-operative distribution and sale of agricultural, industrial
and other products with the objeet of realising fair prices for
producers, lower prices for home consumers, and enabling products
destined for export to compete on foreign markets.

® hygy,

as 1o
Living among
export, which,

together on
(h) that within the
occupiers of lanc

EDUCATION

Education means ‘‘to draw out.”’ Tt should be designed to work on
what is good in a person, and to utilize these qualities for building the best
possible spiritual and intellectual edifices. Te use school time to “cram”
in an allotted amount of knowledge seems a denial of the literal meaning
of- education. Cramming the intellect can produce similar. effects to cram
ming the hody with food. At the least. it may produce an aversion from
later Sllld)': It is not.a system that is likely to produce a fine character.

Education, in the home and school, should be designed and plfm“ed
to help the child to realise the purpose of life. He has rights, he must
he taught that others have rights, and that where there are l-i:rht,s there
is_an obligation to respect these rights. The child must be led to see the
dignity of man clad in love and surrounded by righfs_ A series of «“don’ts”
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"best results in adult life.

11 f
will nof inspire him. Tt is much more appealing to show him the positive
good that arises from the observance of good laws.

Supreme amongst all laws must he the ten enactments of God. These
give sm‘ln(hmss and securily to nations, ‘Three great loves emanate from
God's law — the love of God, his parents, and his country,. These three
crcate and foster him; to these he owes a great return of service. The Com-
mandments teach him respect for legitimate authority; respect for the
body, life and property of his neighbour. This ideal, when followed, gives
security to a mation. Becowse these ideals are pervaded by a Divine faith
and love, they sink deep: because they are supported by Divine sanction.
they are likely to be obeyed. If well taught in schools, they give stature of
nobility. The teacher then becomes a prophet to children and a custodian
of the nation’s welfare. ]

The teacher must be one who understands the necessity for the moral
development of the child; otherwise, #ie school hours will be lost as an
adjunct in preparing good citizens, ~With such high vocation on the
teacher’s brow and high destiny in kis hands, the State must be careful
that its teachers are endowed with sound mental and moral qualifications.
Teaching children is a vocation; and the State must not look on teachers
as civil servants. The teacher’s work is on a plane that approximates to
the “Sanctuary,’” and if children are to respect education and educators.
the teachers must be surrounded by reverence.

Many children grow up fo adult stage discontented because they have
had a way of life thrust upon them for which they have no aptitude. - Tb
is bad to force children of small ability or minimum brain-power into pro-
fessions or a way of life that demands continued or considerable study.
Youth may hecome despondent or defeated; with dire results to character
and happiness. The Department of Education should not become an arbiter
of the children’s fate. Tt should net seek to standardise or regiment or
produce labelled children. The education authorities must seek to draw oul
what is good in children: not force them to accept standards that are of
littlo utility to many; or for which many have not the capacity. Any class
in a school will have many diverse stations in later life—educators must
realise that a stereotyoed system for all the children will not produce the

A result of the examination system and standardisalion may be that
the children will be divided in their own minds into two categories—the

ceguecessfuls’’ and the ““failures.” Their young minds do not grasp the

idea that ‘“failures’” in this set standaed may make a greater sulcess in
life than those school children with keen brain or retentive memories; that

~ many children have a good brain power that is slow to develop; that later
" it will outstrip the more precocious. Successful school children may not

have an understanding of the unsuccessful ones; the standard they achieve
in school may go with them through life, creating contempt or arrogance
i the minds of the successful. If the examination failure of fourteen or
eighteen vears becomes the successful businessman of thirty vears, the more
brilliant of his class are inckined to auote childhood mental failure against
him. That is not good for-the individual or the nation. Worse still is
the sense of inferiovity that develops in so. many. The backward child
develons the feeling that he or she must always be second rate; conequently.
initiative is stifled in many: hesitancy becomes characteristic; snyness of
defending even a principle before other people will deprive such of self-

expression.

Treland is primarily a
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The morning ¢ s hich gives. access to our ancient culty
devoted to the Irish language, which & A re,
and will give national dignity to the presenb‘ an' by -u:le ,_,01; T IIOT.S; o t.he
English langnage as a means of communication and unilying fink with
iwl'oki.ller Gaéls \1'.-111‘00‘(!}10“'3 the wol‘]d, A natlor_’l. .shonld AT belng
bilingual, for a second language helps to pESC N Of"thoﬂ,‘;ht. and
broadens and enriches the mind. OUR. AIM IS NOT TO REMOVE
ENGLISH AS A LANGUAGE FROM THE NATION, BUT TO PUT 1T
IN ITS PROPER PLACE, ie., AS SECONDARY TO OUR NATIONAT,
LANGUAGE. Once we clarify our minds on this point, we shall strive
{0 have Trish and English well taught. The child must not come from our
schools slovenly'in speech in either langnage. It must learn' to know and
love the Irish Tanguage, and to know and admire the English language.

History is a good 'educator, and some lectures on the philosophy of
history would help-to save the growing generation from the pernicious
‘errors of past generations. 2 :

Two languages, the history of the Nation and elementary arithmetic
should be sufficient for four-fifths of the schoolday or week, leaving the
remaining fifth for agricultaral science: and domestic economy.

A level nalional examination system involves colleges in a death or
~victory strugglo.for honours. Practically all the pupils come from the
colleges fitted with the same knowledge and directed to the one end —- the
medical, legal or clerical world, ,

The Government, in conjunction with the colleges, should devise a
s/,v}ftem by which ind_ividqal genius could be given scop:a. A few colleges
These must, };e Ll lied le ave been established with. great success,

: iplied throughout the nation ; and the Government must

not be content with a few co ; :
ik unty council sc e et
must subsidise them or give schol L scholarships given to them, but

: arships i - e : £
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t'ih;:. |?|s;|ltlst‘ti,:‘:](: s ability and the common good ;

ARTEE ) ,_;i\-.;e {1|slv'lnt:le(.l lo seek general cultural develop-
e st ]H'\"",llpul'"mhc consideration to teachers who dis-
c“l,luml ) (];)1,15:1?\.(' L')'p.m;._.r, a love amongst the chilrh'ep for agri-
Reieas gn‘m(.: s‘:.;(.n(e‘, A.t,ho ;nh or crafts, the history and
ha i 3 our countyy, and caltural developments
that the teachers be encoura
natural ability of each chil
cised in the training of te
That children be g?v
be made to realise t
love ;

provided in a few subjects suit-

ged (o develop as far as possible (he
d; that constant vigilance ha exer-
achers to fit them for the above fasks.
en clear ideas on patriotism and that they
hat this country is theirs to mould and fo

that they be taught to avoid all (hat would besmirch its fair
name, and to be aflame with the desire to promole its spiritual
and economic welfare ; % Y
that they be taught seli-reliance, and that the desire be fostered
to develop their latent abilities in arts, crafts, music, painting,
horticultural, or agricultural, or domestic science;

that RURAL schools have rural science as an obligatory subject
on the curriculum; :

that the children in-rural schools be taught to look on agricul-’
ture as a noble profession, demanding high skill; -

that the evils of soil erosion, the methods of promoting soil fer-
tility, grass conservation, and the national and local benefits of
afforesiation be emphasised: ;

that domestic economy be obligatory in all schools for girls:
that, film units be sent through the country to give the children
a knowledge of the work in the above subjects in other couniries;

‘That numerous small scholarships be established by the State

to help children who have shown special aptitude in any subject

beneficial to the nation to entep a confinuation school.

That  existing colleges be encouraged to specialise rather than
{o compete; that the present standardised sysiem tending solely
{0 the professions be set aside, and each college taken on a dis-
finctive sphere; : G _
that colleges placing special emphasis on the arts, crafts, or
sciences outlined above, will be assisted by State continuation
scholarships.

SOCIAL WELFARE ,

The fir
Welfare e
. through ta
Genervally
population,

its direct or indirect form, Or i"‘h.(.)lh'
ally lightened hy a ‘ spread-out = 0
a faci, Lhat those who benefit from

st thing that springs to mind in regard to il}e 511'}‘)})}{\; ukunbe\zgtl&:i
rvices is that thelr cost Jmclst behl(l‘\'ent. Tlln' “tqlb;)-t{l\?i:n» ¢ L
cati i , form. or. another [fvor e tax-paying ! !
:[:(::]Tilnén fl?: {gl.\']?})a.\’ing pu_blic embraces a»l_l -m-t:m'bers\'tnlt~-“i‘ﬁ

~ause all are caught .within the network of. taxation .t“l hel .
pesense A i Granted that the burden is gener-
i taxalion, it vemains, lw\'ertholf‘ss,
he provisions of social wellare services
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slackness
e o gL through 2 meet, claj
be_covered 2 The latter can be met, in payt, o in wholshic]}?% 2z
ital development schemes of reproductive character, 7 S Eoun
capit In the sphere of Social Welfare, the aim of Sinn Fein 5.
(a) To correct the N_a,tional outl.og)k that. has growy up among the
people, of which it may.be sald that its chief characteristic is to
rob them of a spirit of independence and self-reliance and. prompt,

them to seek State and other aids for inany tiigs ot
industry and enterprise could provide.

To make adequate provision from State funds for the care of the
mentally defective, the physically deformed, the aged, widows and
orphans, and for others incapacitated anq unable to
“themselves. ;

=

support

(¢) To reduce to a minimum the need to provide unemployment benefits
by directing development of the national economy towards achieve-
ment of full employment at a family wage for all. Periods of un-
employment may be unavoidable, but every effort shall be made to
ensure -that these will be as short as possible in duration and as
limited as possible in extenl. To meet whatever requirements that
may arise through unavoidable unemployment, provision will be
made for adcquate cash payments to those out. of work, from a

. fund to be established on the basis of a contributory scheme or from
_State finances or from a combination of both,

(d) To provide a comprehensive scheme of National Health TInsurance
on a conlributory basis —- confributions to be graded in accordance
with the scale of family inconie. The scheme to be administered
thflopgh a- Health Council acting under the direction of a Health
Ministry, and to embrace, on an agreed basis. all Health Services
(.'WCh as Dental, Ophthalmic and Optical, Specialist and Consulta-
‘l\'c._ Midwifery, Pharmaceutical. efc.), including all hospitals —
public, volunlary and private,  Through the scheme, provision will
be made for payment of unemploymen{ (through sickness) benefit,
for marriage, maternity, disablement and mortality benefits, ou
scales, commensurate with maintaining the solvency of the scheme.
.I" “dd“'i‘)“, provision could he made Lo meet the cost, in part or
1'11.who!f3‘ of specialised medical advice and care in cases where
is]eed ff"‘".lll')".i.nco'ri]e is nol equal to beaving the extra cost of .‘s'peclu]-

Services, The aim shall he to draft a good scheme suitable to
the nationa) €conomy, hased on an expert actuarial estimate of the

YT
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TRANSPORT Ssistance from (he State:
The most striking fo;
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setving the Family Ideal,

% viure of I.'llh'i(- Tians i .
{o provide a properly organised and cAransport in Treland is 'he failurs
Nation's requirements and (o S pIoTL] co-ordinated gervice suited to the
freight at a reasonable cost  fo ). transport facilities, both pussenger
8 e cost,  Freight chap ) passenger and
ol passenger as weil, are Rl AyA ) é]ﬂ arges, and to some extent those
'3 . . 2 C SaTe P .
facfor in determmmg tho *coit 5 l\()l:(.ulng and in many cises a main
alone, if no other existed, if is N%nttl 'l"‘""'e" goods.  For this reason
: ) > >SSenbg \ { 0
Nation that transport charges e m'LinL?' “i the economic welfare of (he
Apart from the revenue aceruing from ;l-me( at ‘the lowest possible level,
freighl charges paid by industrialists t,xf,;'des pald by passengers and from
public transport services has come to ,be erslz)lfmd others, maintenance of
and ratepayers alike. For lack of Suﬁiacli(gut, LL charge on hoth taxpayers
S il t L) a1 r ALrC
are belng operated at a dead loss, whilst "0'1_1 Iafﬁ(,, the railway _systems
railway concerns parallel to and ir,l Yoy 5 et ad services are r)'pm-alverl by the
' sod 1] ; ompetition with their rail services. o
make good the financial loss sustained byl : o
SNl S hrom. divert; 5 by the railway concerns, arising
mainly from divertion of traffic from thas railwavs to th ds " tHe tar:
3 : S S /S ‘ne roads, the tax-
hayers are mulcted for a subs f Pt Ll 2
i?t:ep'xyéré e sthbslant‘xal annual subsidy and at the same time the
a L2 P ) Q . d .
tainibg trunk and 'ai'- edn'mm b“lde‘} 'Of the increasing costs of main-
le- v ,g.]o,-l.. and ,bf]n n_g‘l)a s a condition suitable to tlie passage of
LAY SRV Is traffic. For example, in one of the Midland Counties,
the road estimate for 1952-3 called for a rate of 17/6d. in the €, notwith-
i AT R e GRATES . . £, notwit
standing a grant from the road fuad of over £100,000. In an adjacent
county, Lhe' road estimate for the same year calls for an expenditure of
over one-third of l.h.e total rate. In other words, the paradoxical situation
has been reached in which ratepayers are compelled to c.ntribute rates
which, in effect, help to bankrupt the railways, and the taxpayers are coni-
pelled to subsidise the concerns which the ratcpayers hava *‘ assisied ” into
a state of insolvency. High costs of transport by rail and the insufficient
service provided have led to increased use of private haulage by individuals
and organised concerns, This, in turn, has added to the diminishing volume
8 : ; 3 : S g
of irade carried over the railway systems and has contributed to the in-
creasing costs of road maintenance. : i
Another aspect of the diversion of traffic from the railways' must also be
considered,. i.e., the country’s dependence on foreign sources for essential
supplies of oil fuel to maintain road transport. Whatever chance may exist
of mzintaining rail and canal services on nativeé fuel, road transport can be
bronght to a complete standstiil through lack of oil fuel, :
Sinn Fein proposes the setting mp of a public Tran.sport“:\u;}honty
5, . o ~ 5 ; ratlway
whose [unctions it shall be:—(a) To co-ordinate the OP*;TathT;_O' ra ‘_“"):)
canals, air services and waterways, and_ all forms o pu.l()ilc trmflgp'ox;
(b) To organise and co-ordinate rail services so as to prO\“l{‘ an e tueuk:
system for transport of passengers and goods over -tl.le railway ne \\(11
v o . ate with providing family wages for
at the minimum charges commensure 8 ¥, N
e fraving other overhead costs. (¢) To develop
railway employees and defraying i xtent. (d) To reduce
transport by canals und waterways igathe ma.\lr:u_l(;\ einns‘)ol-t over routes
I‘Oad‘transpors to, the. minimum l)fl [Z::d?ng (thel rail and water-
2 : o 0 )
86t served by the railways and as . e ; ehv
way Se'i'licet'!) (¢) To devise a gystem road maintenance, whereby

required to
a means
of
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and waterway services. ,

FISHERIES s 4y : .

Amongst the maritime countries, Ireland rnt:‘.s t‘hi:}"ll)lsc:r‘lcemof t;'iu'gfr"__
sumption of fish. To a greater extent, this is due 0‘ 5 ;;i]a.hility e ]le
butive system organised on lines that would enst;xe d‘;ire i Itpi-
supplies of fish in a fresh condition tlll‘oughoub‘ Lle,- enf i ) "_I‘hieu 'is u't,.z,
said of the Irish people that they are not great edt3§;t;’vqt'e S el qﬁsxhg
true. Most of them never had the opportunity toalc:e 'of‘ﬁs}\‘ diefs. Fishiné

{ them have any idea of the nutriment v R
?:dlrfeel:n?it tbo‘:-h a: an in{iustry and a source of _\'ﬂlU{‘hle a“'d ?55"'“““]‘ food
supply, has never been organised in a manner fo perld‘e an}flhln\;_? a[;plc‘)ach-‘
ing, even minutely, its potential value as a natl‘onal asset. a.(“l\rI 0‘ plqg&;l
equipment for deep-sea, inshore, and inland fishing ; absence of ¢ l“ TQQTM e
facilities for curing, and the want of a quick, frequent and regular system
of distribution, have all contributed to depriving the country of an industry
of great potential value to the nation’s economy. .“\n"'the}' mat.telr ““}t
calls for redress is the established practice of vesting fishing vights in
private individuals and concerns so that pleasure and/or _P"Oﬁf‘ A yEatRiuc
to those having little, if any, right to own or to determine whno shau fish'_
the lakes and waterways of the nation. The absence of properly equipped
stations in sufficient numbers for the curing of fish for export and for the
processing of fish meal, fish oil, and fertilisers, retards development of lh‘e
industry, whilst a potential foreign market for shell and tinned fish is
virtually neglected,

The proposals; that Sinn Fein make in regard to fishevies are :-—

(a) That all fishing rights in in'and lakes and waterways-and within the
territorial waters of the nation be vested in the National Govern-
ment acting as trustees for the Irish people.

(b) Thai-all necessary measuves be taken to prevent poaching and that
fishing for pleasure be vesiricted to. those in possession of fishing
licences. — the fee for such licences to be scaled so as to differ-
entiate between occupiers whose land touches on inland fishing
grounds and who wish to fish only within the stretch of waterway
bounding their own properties, and others, such as tourists, etc.,
who adopt fishing as a pastime.

{¢) The control of all fisheries he under the charge of a central aunth-
ority, whose functions shall include: (i) the provision of suitable

~and sufficient equipment for deep-sea, inshore and inland fishermen

enga_gf;'l in the industry on a whole-time or part-timg bhasis; (i) the
provision of an efficient system for the distvibution and marketing
Of _ﬁS)', hoth _fOl' home consumption and for export; (111) the pro-
vision of'an Instructional schemg (o enlighten 11)(g';)e()[;it‘ on the
Vf"l“e of fish as a food, and to otherwise expand the home wmarket;
(‘V)’Lh" provision of caring and canning staticns to deal with fish
destnx}cd for bhoth home gnd export markets and provision of
:machinery to han‘dle the by-products of guch stations; (v) the fixing
-of fees and the issuing of fishing licences; (vi) the expavsion, in
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Provision of ampie housing accommodation {q
in town and country at rentals Commensurate yith
can only be accomplished when housmg i
a National re-organisation, Such Al reveT
basis of full empleyment and adequate fomily wages. There is little point
in prov»iding llouses for families, no matter how dire the need may be. if
the family income is unequal to meeting the cconomic rents which are
forced to a high level becauso money wherewith to build is advanced a: 3
high rate of interest and because exorbitant prices are charged for the sites
on which the houses are erected. The expedient of subsidising house rents
by compelling ratepayers to contribute the subsidy is, indeed, a poor sith
stitute for provision of adcquate family wages, and in the final anaiysis-
cannot be accepted as cither a wiss or an effective approach towards a.
solution of the National housing problem,

Generally speaking, it may be said of the methods employed to finance
house building, that they would appear to be directed mory towards provid
ing the Commerciel Banks and the class having money for investment w.i‘:h-
a profitable source of income rather than with a view to meeting the housing.
needs of the people. Tt is estimated that the toll of intevest necessitated by
the employment of such methods doubles the cost of building houses, and
that, consequently, the economic rents ars appro;lmatgly double what they
should be. Local rates, and Government subsidies raised by taxation, arer
used to help 'defra_v interest and repayment of loan chargcs' ln‘rcause“uue
income of many tenants is not sufficient to pay t»hc. economic rents that
imust be charged to meet these liabilities. Those not m\'o.urabl.\f exx?ltlglz f:ig
cumstanced to pay the economic rents ave, neverthelless. 1111'0-1113_5.11‘51 es-‘.il;e,
indirect taxation, compelled to contribute a share of the sub.s‘n( ies in viet
of which their rents are reduced below the economic vent 19»‘ el. S

Sites for the erection of houses are mostly .P“l"’!”‘s“d at !’_"f‘:e“ m;?e
all proportion to their land value and, in addition, in ““-ml'\ix“gl:“till\?bh-:wl-
bought, supject to payment of an annual ground reat ,1"':}? = “' Qc\hw.u;s
owner from whom the sites were purchased. In l-‘“"'llf" »-.'ln1:.-"l1h|‘:-!:-:l»ik\" “:,“ ti\:;
the purchase price of sites, plus interest thereon, :n«..slltf l:l\““;* )
€conomic rents that must he paid in full or in l””'vt ,h.‘\l ] lhtu ,‘( P price for

Owners who sell lands for housing sites are umfl §i¢ | 1:\' f iy il
the land sglq. The price, however, should he dch‘.“-.gl'lil'l:i"\l value. "
tural value of the land. Tt should not he given an ‘lll.ill\'l \\"lnirl\ in. oibw andk

It is the industry and enterprise of the communi A

satisfy the needs of all
the income of tenants
5 taken as an integral part of
ganisation calls fop an economic
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down areas creale the need fopr expansioth

i ~ i secater this need. '
prisimg the community, l.ln\ g.l}-‘\ 1 ! Tand valued fof iltas Fodetd
tion of this need Ly the imposibion of exorbitant fand Vaitte :

against ihe social and economic interests ot the (:mm!nn.\}l_\'}. lu‘vt'.ll::)l\‘l:\( l)l;
fine on industry, a hindrance to the enlevprise which it is the purpose
» SNtate y promote :\“d cuconrage. p

o ;}‘1:\‘31:\\:{ r‘v:\t‘s i\: general, as \\'Lull as renls lmyu_hk- to middle l.nn(]'.ml'ds.
are a burden on {hose compeiled to pay them. Cenerally speul‘(mg, they
have the effect of forcing up the cost of living for sections of the t-r'n‘n
munity, and nltimately within the scope of a national economie 1'(‘-01‘}_!11!!}.\1;-
tion, the question of {erminating them on an cq{lit-nlwle basis must he f{\lce(-.

Sinn Fein proposes the setting up of a National Housing ['rust, whose

main functions shall be —

The more industrious and enter-
But the financial exploita-

{a) To make a Naiional survey of the housing needs of the com-
wnily and to provide an ample sufficiency of new houses whereby
it will no longer be necessary for people to live in dwellings unfit,
for human habitation or to pay rack rents to landlo.rds of tene-
ments of slum dwellings, or of any other type of dwelling.

TFrom credit aufhorised by the National Giovernment and issued
to it. the National Housing Trust shall make credits available, as
and when required, to Corporations, public authorities and indivi-
duals for the erection of houses and for site development. Credits,
so advanced to be free of interest and to be repaid to the National
Housing Trust (1) out of rentals; (2) from the sale of houses
to those in a position and prepared to purchase outright ; and (3) in
the case of public site develepment by local authorities from rates
levied on the aveas benefitting from the development. All moneys
thus accruing to the N.HLT, to be placed to the credit of the

National Government in a National (or Central) Dank.

{¢) To fix a purchase price for ail housing sites in accord with and
closely relaled to the agricaltural value of the land to be acquired.

4d) To devise and initiate a scheme of terminable rents for all houses
whereby (1) on the expiration of a fixed purchase period, tenants
chall become owners of the houses they occupy: (2) provision
shall be made for a temant to dispose of his interest in a rented
house while the purchase price is s‘ill running (the value of his
interest to be the sum of the rent paid during his occupation);
(3) during the purchase period and aiter its expiration, the
tenant of a house shall be under strict obligation to maintain the
condition of the house in consonance with the prevailing health
regulations; (4) the rental system shall make provision (either
through spreading arrears over a period, or by an extension of the
purchase period) for arrears ot rent accruing when as a result of
sickness or unemployment the family income falls below a fixed
miniraum ;

{e) To examine the entire question of ground rents and those payable
to middle landlords with a view to finding an equitable basis and
implementing a policy for their termination.

{f) To ensure that improvements to house property shall not increase
valuations unless such improvements increase the income of the
owners,  When increase of valuation follows improvement the
increase to be based upon the improvements made and not on the
property as a whole,

=7
—

FORESTRY

Of all the national resources which a Divine Providence provides to be
developed for the use and maintenance of the Teish people it may b2
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CAGAES for shee 10 ey a) ; more heneficial th:

asture for shecn. the remainder réquires  drainage, and n.’(l‘n ’:m
SSRGS R R ; « ¢ 95€ A eClamation
Fogether with furf fuel (‘ie.s elr)pmen.(.. prioy tq afforestatioy or the creation
oi‘ﬂl‘“' avable land, Exparts estimg AL 0,

' Ioyment to 3,000 per L t!!at 2,000.000 aCres of sheep pup
i RAORAE AR LR MO e o) Persons swhilg the Same acreage ynder Torest

srould give divect and indirvect, emploviment to 150,000 persons,
In 1922, 48,000 acres of land, too poor hec

48 duse of its sandy mnature to
produce anyihing but trees, was taken over

in Norfolk by the

s British
Forestry Commission,  TIn 1952, there were 50,000,000 trees in this state-
owned forest.  Aparvt from Interest on capital, the foyest

. 1S now paying
jts way.  Receipts are about £230,000 annually ; a new village has been built
to house ihz forestry workers ang theiy families. Work in the forest gives
employment to almost 500, of whopy 400 are men. Hence it is what was
-once a 1arge area of useless langd 1S now making a valuable contribution to
the national income.

Whilst 1t may be trus that mahogany, {eak and others of the higher
grade quality woods cannot be grown in this country, it, nevertheless,
semains a fact that timber suitable for the manufacture of furniture,
house-building and many other essential purposes can be produced at home_
At-pre-war prices, an acre of spruce forest—forty years old—yielded about
£300 for third-class timber, whilst the Same area of first class timber was
worth £1,260. 1In a fifty years' rotation, these figures would represent an
arnual return of between £20 and £30 per acre,

In his book, ‘“ The Rape of Treland,” John Mackay quotes the late
Lord Lovat, one of the most extensive sheep graziers in Scolland, as putting
the inclusive average value per acre per annum of mountain sheep grazing
ncluding wool and lambs, at 3/5, and coes on to state thal‘. i Ou'tmde the
Twenty-Six Counlies, this average walue has never been questiored”

Soft woods used in the manufacture of wood pulp are in great demanvd,
due to the extent of modern industries using wood pulp as a basic fn.ulel\n?.l
for theiy products, and the tendency is towalrds further v..xpzl‘nﬁl?llll\‘l tltﬁ‘l:*:
veaod pulp industries, Taking an acre of SOt wood that is muéa‘lbctt:l‘ o}
limate ang soil of Ireland, the product is calculated ‘;n lu:-&;n \.«u.l‘:mb
Wood pulp, Basing the price of wood pulp at, say L.‘_S l-n-lr ‘lt:f |(11;lllll‘k‘ll
Prices are fa, in excess of this sum), the veturn from an acve
¥90d would he around £900 to £1,000, e o et

A national scheme of afforestation (laken in ‘.f‘l“!'l,l:l:A‘:‘f‘l;nt;ustn'iés using
‘tt:';,“ Production, a national nousing scheme and "’xpdm-\.\ l[x-:w of the couutry.
fative yayy Materials) would widen the whole economice bas

] L e and some heavy
i ¥ ; . inly Tinited do agriculluve a
€ Present, economic hase is mainly limited Lo ag
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Queh a widening of the euonommic base would permii
and remain in frelamd ; would provide full~
{imo economic employment of 2 yeproductive kind, and would supple
a steadily increasing internal market for agricultural produce. [n addition,
. “of afforestation would serve as @ valuable n‘wans L?
{o assist land drainage and to prevent silting up

industries in the North.
{he Irish population to increase

a mnational scheme
connteract soil evosion,
of the main water COUrses,
It is the aim of Sinn Fein to have a National Forestry Board established
whose main functions it shall he:—
(a) To make & national survey of the land of Irel
ivation and the production of crops, with a view :
the maximum acreage immediately available and adaptable to

and unsuiled to ul-
to ascertalning

afforestation.

To set up, with the canction and under divec.ion of the National
£ i . G T

Government, machinery whereby the land required for a national
the National

scheme of afforestation shall be made available to

Foresiry Board. Such machinery to provide for (1) purchase by

agreement ; (2) compulsory acquisition where owners refuse to sell;
and (3) an arbitration poard to determine, wheve necessary, ai
equitable basis for fixing the rates of compensution to be paid to
landowners whose land is compulsorily acquired,

(¢) To design and develop a national scheme of afforestation equal to
meeting, in the fullest possible measure; the requirements of the
nalion, both as regards ¢ Jumber forestry (i.e., timber for
building purposes, manufaciure of furniture, ete.), and * chemical
forestry ** (i.e., the production of soft woods for the manufactus
of wood pulp and plastics). Note: It is estimated that at present
the number of arlicles, excluding paper, manufactured from wood’
pulp and similar wood products exceed 6,000.

(@) To prepare and develop plans for establishment of the plants and’
factories that will became necessary for the processing of wood
pulp and other wood hy-products; to examine the feasibility of pro-
curing foreign markets for wood pulp and other by-products, and’
if such markets become available: tor so arrange rotational plzmtiﬁg'
{hat the maximum surplus of these commodities (after home re:
quirements have been met in full) shall be available for export.

(f) To so organise the National Schemge of Afforestation that it shall
embrace: (1) State Korests (i.e., areas that of their nature and
extent are too unwicldy for development other than {hrough State
organisation and management; (2) towm forcsts (ie., communal

foresis owned and managed by city, town and rural committees}.

Such forest properly established and efficiently managed, can fill

an important vrole in the provision of municipal and other local

finances, in meeting local demand for timber and fuel, and in p1o-
vision of seasonal and part-time employment for those in need of
such; and (3) private planting by landowners of shelter belts aud
such parts of their holdings as ace unsuited to the cultivation of

—
—~
~—

crops.

(g) 'l‘o_set up a ‘‘ Forest Fxtension Service ' designed to instruct and
enlighten the people in forest values and what such values mean o
the economy and prnsperi\.\,- of the Tvish' Nation,

INSURANCE AND ASSURANCE

In the sphere of activities covered hy Insurance and Assurance Cous-
panies, activities that can and do play an important role in the nation’s
economy, o factor worthy of particular note is that even within  tha

Tweniy-Six Counties, the annual premium incomes from business transactad
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within the area by toreign companies s substanti :
ed Ly the companies operating unge, hvi;h'.?-tr::‘"'v I excess of fhat eol-
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45 shown .:thoxc. L4,?08.8?8 charged to i ufu,‘x‘ln.% .frnn}‘tlmr income
i+ comINisSIon, and £841,{4g for ©* expenses of m'rm(f . ,( aims,” £705,915 as
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£1.-1“-‘97§' (Note: Since the above ﬁgu\r"us ﬂl')[)lvp‘inl::s e i
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»dd the relevant figures for the Six Counties. So ;\:n~(f }F IS necessary to
companies operating within the latter area do r;ot iub‘llislls known, foreizn
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include figures for the
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gures of income undep this

Amsil

It is safe, however, to assume that through the addition of relevant
figures, the to!uls given for the foreign companies would be co 1?6‘\;1!’
increased. It is also worthy of note that in the twenty-thre vn%u“er:l‘
1927 to 1949,.the annual premium income of foreign COmP;nics 1.0_0' eall)s ““L’
izansacted within the Twenty-Six Counties shows a remarkall)l:l .nu-a'lr}e:.u
The figures for life and industrial assurance alone beine: F;,“fgé?.'
£1,829.730, and for 1949, £3,717,360. 5° r [

: _Th'e- foregoing particulars are given merely as a rough outline of the
:;mmvmlposed upon the economy of the Irish Nation through the business
operalions of foreign Insurance and Assurance Companies, While such
companies are perinitted te function within the shores of Treland, this drain
-on the resources of the Nation and the savings of its people will remain.
And if present trends may be taken as correctly indicating what the future
polds, not alone will this drain remain al present levels, it will continue
ip expand to the further detriment of Irish economy.

It is the aim of Sinn Fein to have legislation enacted by the National
Government whereby, after a given date, foreign Imsurance and Assurance
Companics shall be debarred from transacting ‘‘new business »  within
Jreland, Existing business to be liquidated thereafter as and when policies
already in force reach maturity. If, after an actuarial computation of the
“fancial issues involved, other means of a nature more beneficial to the
Jiish people, can be evolved to terminate more rapidly the business trans-
actions of the foreign companies, then such means should be adopted,

SHIPPING

Tn order to attain full economic independence, Ireland will requive
‘amongst other things, a Mercantile Fleet of Ler own. With her own ship-
ping, and having an exportable surplus of agmcu!tm'.al an(‘l 1ndustr}al.pro-
ducts, she would be well on the way to a realisation of economic inde-
pendence,

Situated geographically as ireland is, 2 OIS
.. . A . % e S roeleh
iinents and Buropean Countries, and being an le‘uu} Nation, 1.0 1s 0.“.; 1. &
ad prudent that she should develop a substantial shipping 1nd R.\n‘\,_

1 . 9 ; ;ossels Ne § a
Being, as she is at present, unable to cary in her own vessels "“llt. t :f"
“raction of her imports and exports, she consequently loses to other coun-

between the American ('.‘on~



22

H s .0 vt v nanor
welically ail the profils and empioyment involved in the transporb.

tries pre

of ner sea-borne trade. ;
Closelv allied {o the economic necessity of Treland owning a mercan-

tile flect on a scale at least equal to her total shipping l‘(‘(]lli!(‘:lne"\ﬂ. is the
further necossity for Irish ownership and control of all Marine [nsurance
required to cover {he risks entailed in the transport of her sea-borne trade.

To the fullest mcecasure }n-n(-li(-nhl!‘. ships destined for :m‘lt‘lsh M_m"
cantile ileet should he built in treland and all necessary repairs to ships
already in commission should be carvied in the home shipyards.
Foll utilizalion of the present capacily of fvish  shipyards {(and
id reagon why their present capacity conld nob be
extended, if and when the need arises. to meet in full the requirements of the
Nation] would eliminate the practice of ulilising Trish capital to pul‘c]l‘ase
foreign-built snips and to meet repair costs of work carried ont in foreign
shipyards.  In addition, the loss which Tveland suffers in r('pr')dncti'.'e em-

ployment in this vespect. would also be eliminated.

out

there seems to be no val

purpose of Sinn Fein:—
Mercantile Fleet
equal to the

In the sphere of Shipping, it is the

{a) As a minimum, to have Ireland provided with a
under native ownership , control and management,
transport of hep entire sea-borne trade.

(b) To secure to Iveland full control and management of the Mavine
Insurance required to cover her own AMercantile Fleet, and all-
cargoes carried therein.

(¢) To secure that, in the fullest possible measure,
purchase of ships of an Irish Mercantile Fleet
costs of repairs shall he expended in Ireland.

moneys devoted t0-
and to defraying.

As stated at the outset, the foregoing may be taken in broad and
general outline, as indicating the Social and Keonomic Programme of the-
Sinn Fein Organisation. The matters dealt with therein are those con-
sidered, in the main, as having the most direct and fundamental bearing
on the economy of the Nation, Dy those who examine the proposals in a:
friendly spirit and who will, perhaps, offer constructive criticism, it will
be recognised and appreciated that, in order to keep the proposals within
the confines of a reasonably-sized and convenient document, many delails:
of a necessary and elaborate character had to be omitted. It will also be
vecognised, as it is adnitted by those responsible for its drafting, that the
outline given does mnot cover many matters, such as Electricity, Turt
Development, a National Filn Industry, ete., each of which plays its own
particular and important role in the formulation and development of a.
Social and Economic Programme suited to the needs of our country,

The programme, as ou‘lined, is not submitted as heing of such a vigid
character that alteration or amendment iz debarred, provided such altera-
iion or amendment he of a nature calcuiated to malke the programme wmore
beneficial and of more practical value to the citizens of all [reland. On oune
point, and on: one point only, is there compiete rigidity of purpose and deter-
mination, and that is, thaf the Economic Independence of Treland and its

concomitant — an improved standard of living for those of her people in.
need of it — must be achieved through whatever practical weans it may

be found necessary to employ.

Throughout, the main aim, the guiding thoug
in conformity with Christian, Social and Kconomic priuciples, a prograwune:
on National Lines and wide enough in scope to embrace all Lrish Citizeus,
irrespective of their class or creed, The plea 1s made that those who-
take '\}l(‘,'lruul)!(: of examining the programme will hedar this in wmind, and
where criticism is voluteered that it he ol a constructive chavacter, taking:
due cognisance of the purpose in view and, ahove all, that it be free from:
the bias of personal, scctional, or party interests,

) ooy | O 9
ht, has been to tormulate,.
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