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These notes are oompiled and issued for the m'.ﬂﬂ :

guldance of Simn Véin organisers, speekers, pre 15

officers and oanvasaers, They are not for lig.

distributions The points made below are | 5!

rogarded as hard and fast rules, They are intende )

as supgostions for the improvement of Republican
publiodtye
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WORDS, WORDS, WORDS.

Their Moaning and Thoir Powers

Introduction

SR

Our job is to win the support of as many es possible of the
4 million people in this island for the Cause and principles of m
Republicanisme These people - and all their wealth, both spiritual
material - constitute the Irish Nations They are men and women, boys
girls, of varying eges, oreeds, cl-ases, groups and outlookse Their B
support will be won by the power of words = words spoken, words wr:lm
properly, correctly and to best edvantage. Words are weapons. Nordq
WETISe . - ,,

Action, it is said, speeks louder than words. But our actionms,
no matter how good, how noble, how exemplary, can be misrepresented by thi
propegenda machine of the enemy, end of those who assist him, Words
must precede and follow actions People's minds must be prepared for the
ection to take place so that immediately it happens they will perceive it
significance. Following the ection - whether it takes place in the
politicel field or otherwise = the political explanation and interp
of it must be driven home relentlessly in simple terms. The fight
Irish frecdom is lebolled "a civil wer" and those who take part in
called "terrorists"”, "irresponsibles" and even "murderers",

Propaganda is the only effective weapon against agandae
Silence is no shield at all, no matter whether g.'b oor?ma of g‘:g ;
or prides To be silent againet tho atteck of the skilled propag 't
with all the mass media of communioation at his disposal, is to be
encircled and snared by words eeee You must break your silence and
If you do not, it will seem to tho multitude that you cannot, If v

have o good case, you are expocted to state it, If you do not
ocase, it goes by default, . et

Many people have the idea that the
recent origin, and that propaganda is always
Both ideas arc wrongs Some may be surprised
Catholic Church which first organised propaga

wgrd “propaganda" is of
a distortion of the truth,
to leern that it wag the
nda: 1t created, in l622,
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the first censorship and tho first propaganda organisation - the of fice
Do Propaganda Fide, from which the word itself is derived., There is no
nood to be soared of the worde It is a perfeotly good Latin term, from
propago, to extend, enlarge, inorease, carry forward, advance, spread,
To propagate, to make known, to spread an 1deas

Because some put forward propaganda from a osmouflaged
hide=out oalled a "bureau of information", it is essential to understand
the differcnce betweoen "information" and "propaganda®s

Here are two statements: one is information, the other is
propaganda:

"The dramatist, Mre Brendan Behan eesss"

"The magnificent dramatist, Mr. Brenden Behan s«.."

By the addition of one word the plain statement of fact becomes
propagandas It is propaganda strongly biased in favour of Mr. Behans

Propaganda is a method of presenting a statement of fact, an
idea, ean ideal, a particular point of view, of focussing attention on cne
thing and making it stick in the mind. We are all affected to some degree
by propagendes "Spitting prohibited" is health propaganda, and it has
helped to check the spitting habit. "Post early for Christmas®, "No
smoking", "Post no bills", "Keep off the grass", "Passengers must not cross
the line ++4¢" All these arc propaganda commands, warnings or exhortatioms,
and we usually obey them.

Information is the raw-material of p;ﬁaganda. It is not
propegende itselfs Propaganda is a skilled technique of presentations

The propaganda machine of the enemy is very powerful, very
efficients It presentes the information in a certain light, unfavourable :
to the Republican Movement, esge "Sinn Féin leaves trail of lost deposits”,
"Sinn Féin hends Fermanagh seat to Unionists", "Sinn Féin will split the :
Netionalist voto", "Danger of Civil War in North", ™lerrorists wreck Border
poste O0ld women in danger"”, "Bridge blown ups Nationalist families
isolated"s

A To counter all this propeganda, it is not enough merely to tell
the truthe To have any effeot, in peace or in war, the truth must be well
tolds, Not only what is told, but the way it is told, is of vita ortance
The truth, the bare facts, ocannot overoome a skilfully devised propaganda ot.
falsehood, unless it is prescnted in such a way es to arouse as much

interost and ocuriosity as the lies and half-truths of the enemye To be

armed with the truth, and to have the means end skill to present it in such

a wvay es to fire the imagination, is a gigantio adventage.

Sinn Féin must flood Irelend, and the world, with FA :
FACTSe Facts skilfully presenteds Not dry-as-dust fa;ts, but giita -
startlc end sparkles Facts that conjure up e picture - facts that o:;‘t
alive = that haunt you - that make you think, make you telk, make
to achl N ¥ TR o

=
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If wo aro organising a campaign for the release of Irish
Republican prisonors, it is not sufflioient for Sinn Féin to give tho
Publio information = that thoro are &o many men in jeil. Wo want them to
realise that thoso mon are Irish, that they are good men, that they are
suffering for a gooa oause, for the Irish poople themselves, that they
(the Public) should do something about getting the prisdners out ssse

Effeotive propaganda depends upon arousing interest and

mn§ntaining it. Most propaganda is carried by ... wordse The following
points deserve particular attention:

l. Use of Terminology

This is important because the terms used indicate an attitude,
a stand, a point of view, The listoner or roader may well pick up these
terms, think in these terms and use them himself. If this happens, he is

well on the way to understanding end perhaps accepting and advocating
your point of view,

During the Cempaign in the Six Counties between 1956 and 1962
tho men who attacked the British Government there were referred to by
various names - resistance fighters, freedom fighters, guerillas, raiders,
terrorists, murder gangs. The samec thing happened in Hungary, in Cyprus,
in Algeria. If A read one particular newspaper which called them "freedam
fighters", he probably called them by the same neme himself, and came to
approve of their actions. If B constantly read a newspaper which called
them "terrorists" he probebly toolk his stand against them.

Here aro some hints on tecrminology:
Never call Sinn Féin a "party" - call it a "national organisation!‘:

Never say "Northern Ireland” or "Ulster" - say "Occupied Ireland",
or "the Occupied Arca”, or "the Six Counties'.

Say "imprisoned without trial", rether than "interrsd",
Say "Concentration Camp" rather than "Intornment Camp",

Say "Crown Forces", "R.U.C.", "B-Specials", "British troops”,
but never say "Northern Polioce".

Say "Resistence Campaign", "the fight for freedom", "the fight
in the North" but never "Campaign of violenmce"; gay "hhohzs‘couﬂtVJzilitary"
not "the Irish Army".

Nover say "the oountry"”, "“the nation"; "Ireland® or fé‘ro" when
describing "the 26 Countics” or ™the State'.

Always bear in mind that we are pro-Irish and anti-British,
i.c. against British rulee
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2¢ Simple Languago

Choose the shortost and simplest word available, provided that
1t convoys what you have in mind. Comotimes a longer word may have to be
usod beocause the short word is not preoise enough, but this is uncommorns LA
Always chooso words the listonor or roedor will understand, Nover use rare
words or diffioult or spocialised terms in an offort to display what's 00
wondorful vocabulary you havee Sk &,

Keep tho sentences short. This makos for sinplioity"and
clarity. Compliceted construction is the chief onemy of claritys. The aim
should be to got each ides into the listener's or reader's mind as quiokly ;
as possible, without weerying him in the process.

Avoid the use of sbstract nouns. Good writing gemerelly has
less ebstract terms then bad writing. In "As You Like It", Shakespeere ;
doscribed the scven stages of a man's life from infency to the greve in The
fomous pessege boginning "All the world's a stage ee." That passege &
conteins only one sbstract noun. In proverbs, the use of concrete nouns
rethor than the circumlocution of abstract terms conveys the ideas better.

An excerpt from a Washington publication is interesting -
Federal Seccurity Agency, Training Monuel No. 7, 1950 =

Said Franklin Roosevelt, in one of his early prosidential
speeches: "I sec one-third of a netion ill-=housed, ill=clad,
11l-nourished”., Trenslatcd into standerd bureaucratic prose his statement

would read:

“T+ is evident that a substantial number of persons within the
Continentel boundaries of the United Stotes have inadequate financial
resources with which to purchase the products of egricultural communit:
and industrial establishmentse. It would appear that for a considerable
scgment of the population, posoibly as much as 3393333% of the total,
there are inedequate housing feoillties, and en equally significant e
proportion is deprived of the proper types of clothing and nutriment®s

3, Positivec = not morcly negative

There is a real danger of people getting the impression that
Republicene have no positive or construotive plens, thet all we aim to deo
is to breek, destroy or remove. The perty-politicians are very quick to f¢ 2
this impreseion, and consequently we should be careful lest our listoners
and readers come to think of us as e group of wreckers, destroyers,
philistines, iconoclasts.

Instced of saying meroly "Break the connection with Englend® it
ie better to sey "Bresk the oonnection with Englend and establish an
independent 32-County Irish Republic" or "Sinn Féin aims to esteblish an :
independent, 32=-County Irish Republic". To do this it is necessary to break
the connection with England”. Instead of saying merely - "Break the li.n;: g
with Sterling”, why not sey "Broek the link with Sterling and establish a
netionnal monetary system”s g v :
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Lot tho people know that wo intond to build an inde
prosporous Nation. —

4s Quotations from patriots

Quotations from Irish patriots are a help, but they
in the right way. It is all vory well to quote Poarso and &
Irelum.i is unfroo the only honourablo attitude for Iriskmen and
an attitude of rovolt". Tho rcaction of many of the crowd may
"Thet was fifty ycers ago. So what?" :

Republicans have road the writings of the Irish patriots, and
accept them es indicating the truc sure road to freedom. How meny of !
ordinary people of Ireland to-day have read the writings of Thomes Davis,
acocept him es one of the four evangelists of Irish Separatism?

Quotations are uscful beceuse they invoke the authority of
and revered men, and they put our Movemont of to-day in proper perspective
being in the tradition of Irish Republicanism. A bare quotation though is
enough in itself. We must be eble to explein it, and show thet it s 1
to-day as it was when it was first said or written. We must be eble to ap

i+ to the circumstanccs of our own time. b

5. Effoctive arguments

Tt would probebly be true to say thet et the present time 1
public image of Sinn Fein is of a group of emthusisstic hot-heads, sin
well-meening, but most impracticel and urwise in what they advocate.

Our reputation for honosty, sincerity and truthfulness has n
“le have nchieved it by tho sacrifices of many men end
1t is something to be jealously guarded, because once

it is well-nigh impossible to regain it for many years.

been easily won.
to a greet extente.
in any generation,

Unfortunately, sincerity is not enough in itselfs. It will br
ou 8 certain distance, and no farther. Tt must be backed up by provable
and effcctive erpguments thet will appeal to the reason and intelligence ¢
audiencce The facts, figures, statistios we use must be absolutely correct,
and they should be mershalled in tho best possible way.

In the construction of erguments there are pitfalls. A knowledge
of logic will guard us against these. The subject is too large
but one familinr trep may be mentioned - the non sequitur
nt which on tho face of it appears convineing, s false
itions are not truly related to ecach others, In some fo

is obvioucly felse - e.gs "All pennies are copper co
thorefore this must be a penny“. i3 08 i el

of the olements
to develop here,
This is an argume
pocouse the propos
thie type of argunent
this coin is copper:

At ell times, the idea must be counterecd thlt'Reanu' i

Movement for its own seko, that they are nat

the hard work of tho
gifron to disturbance and revoluf;ion. It should be made quite clea
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members of the Ropubliocan Movemont do their hard work out of a sense of
duty, and that this work ia an unavoideble mesns to an end.

6+ The other man's background.

If our job is to influence the public to a frosh way of thinking,
and to projeot a favourable image of the Ropublican Movement, we must

appreciate tho othor man's baokground ond point of view. We must "get inside”
his mind and soc things as he socs thom.

This may not be so easy for those of us who have been reared to
Republicenism, who devote most of our spare time to Republican ectivities and
are constantly moving in the semeo small cirole. When we address the public
We may be using terms and phrases, talking of events, with which they sre not
at all femiliar. Ve may fail entirely to get across to our audience because

we forget that we are not preaching to the converted at a meeting of our cwn
Cumann,

Tho "closed circuit" mind is a real danger to the effectiveness

of Republican propagenda. We must bresk out beyond it by widening our

horizons and moving among other groups. Then we will be much better eguippod

to publicise our programme and polioy.

7 Prisoners of the past?

When listening to or reading an exposition of Republican aims,
the men in the strcet is much more interested in what we have to say of the
futurc then what we have to say of the paste Granted, it is most times )
edviseblo end often necessary to trace the history of the Republican s
Movement, but we should bo very wary lest people get the impression that we
are & group of old crenks who can telk of nothing except the events of fo
or fifty years ago, when most of to-day's general publio were not even borne

To say that our elected reprosentatives will not sit in
pertition esscmblies beocause to do so would be to betray the 77 who died for
the Republic in 1922-23 is quite all right. But it will hardly be accepted
as velid enough reanson by the man or woman who was not borm +ill 1942 or 143
We must be eble to give sound oconvincing arguments as to why both .
of principle end as a matter of taeotios, as a matter

it is better not to attend inste
House, Stormont or Westminster, but to seek to convene an all- - 3

Irel
Parliemont. o/and

Calling the part of Ireland now ruled from -
Froe State" is to give the impression that we are P"’-”g‘::izft:;, Irish
Thet title was dropped in 1937, and its name has been ch : ?“t‘
occasions, but nobody can quarrel with the title "26-County State" o
should be used more, for the benefit of the younger genoration, W‘ whiaoh
point forward, not backward. e must

el



Purther we must bear in mind that words 1like "soercion",

"felon=sotting", "disaffootion" are not familiar terms to-dey. They aro
understood only by the older peoplo,

If tho title "DAil iroamn" is usod it must be oxplained
that what we moan is & 32-County Dailj because the title has beon given
by the 26-County party-politioians to thoir partition assombly, many will
misunderstand

8e The Abstract and the Conoreto

< § Talking in torms of "sovoreignty" and "jurisdiction" and
doreliction of duty" may sound very well, but these words are

understood by the fow only. It is of course quite impressive to say:
"We aim to rostore the sovoreign, independent Irish Republio with a

parliaement which will have effective Jurisdiction over the entire national
torritory". But the question in tho minds of 90% of the listeners will
be: "What ex

actly will that mean to me, to my family, to our community

hore in (e.gs) Cavan, to the sons and daughters of Ireland? What real
changes will come in our everyday lives?"

The Sinn Féin speaker, knowing his audience, their attitudes,
their problems, should be able to explain the theory, the abstractions,

the fine principles he has enunciated, with practical concrete examples
of the benefits which will arisc.

Se Reason and emotion

We have seen that we must state our ocase clearly, and make
it et the seme time, interesting, arresting, intriguing. We must put
over statements of fact without in eny way twisting or distorting the

truth, Convincing arguments will impress and win the support of our
audience.,

The abstract and theoreticel approach will on its own be often
useless with meny, ospecially with women. While we do not advocate the
building up of personalities in front of the publio, it is as well to
realise thet women (who number 50% of human beings) have more interest
in people than in things. A womants intuition may be mysterious, yet

it is true to say that the way sho feels about something is the most
compelling argument for her.

While there is no difforence in intelligence as between man
end woman, notice that she is much more interested in peo le. Typically
women's ocoupations - privete seoretaries, telephonists, counterhands,
nurses, school teachers = are essentially ooncerned with people. Women
think differently from men, but it is a difference in kind and not of
degrec. What can be percoived with the eye, or felt by the hends, or
observed by the senses ie more easily understood by them than neat
logical or abstreot reasoning.
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Take n lesson from the selesmen, If b
man, he will arguo that 10,000 ether men are using
the abotraot fipure of 10,000 a men will resson
must dbo good. “hon he sella a wnahing mochine to
that 10,000 other women are using it 1s not |
that Mra. 0'Sulliven next door has one, will., Mrs
oen be purceived, oan demonstrate = thet convinces

3 To o mon, abstreot ronsoning can be o
ogleal proof is not olways oconclusive; a oone

intuitively or cmotionally will ocarry more welg
Which is bettor? . 5 y .i

Sinn Féin speakers should avoid buil
This docs not mecn thet they should not talk in
eoross the prooajganda it is neccssary to appea
imeginetion as well as to the mind and intelloct.
it is especially true that wo must paint the human p
enigration, unemployment, imprisonment, etoce

Appealing merely to the emotions of a or
either - we must eppeal to both the intelligence and
rational beings, e

Factionism: The uso of expressions and language cal

some person or group and thereby afford personal sat
spealzer or to a section of his sudience must always b
should be to win new sdherents and draw intercsted pec
relieve the personal feelings of the sveaker or of (a ,
audiences In this es in other fields of Republican acti

room for selfishness. &

10. The Viritten Word

Ag regards pamphlets, handbills, posters, etos
the ubtmost importonoce. By this is moant the physical feature:
document as they strike the eyc. Care with margins, type size,
of lines ond words, placing of headings, and many other ‘tephni
adds groatly to the pleasure which e document gives the eye
docunment should be mechanicelly, as well as mentally, easy to
merked advantages A high standard of lay-out should always be

Conclusion

All the suggestlons made above are intended to hclp

» Republican propagands mora offcotive, and this can be do
T;ki'::f, wsl; Burrondf,’,ing as much as one iota of our prineciples.
not doeds, but thoy make decds happen - and stop them from happe
The sucocess of our propagenda will depend on our use of words.
ghould evpesl, as our National Unity and Independence Progremme




“to the remson, national instinota andpo
poople.

Finally, we should never for y
no avail without good exemnle which hea alwa
essontial part of Tonching. e should praot!
conduct should alweys bo exemplary end edi
side and should always live w» to it. Thu

———————. —— -— ——— - -

This booklet is the first in a se
for the guidonce of membors of Sinn Féin.
tho material in it, and suggestions for futy
tions will be welcomed, and should be s 3
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APPENDIX IA!

Condonsed fron "ips on Talking" (British Ausoe
Industrial Educction). 5

Effeotive Speakin

Before you speak THINK ebout these pointos

l. What type of AUDIENCE are
2. Vhat is the PURPOSE of your
3¢ What SUBJECT MATTER do you wan
4. How will you PRESENT it?

le The Audionocc.

2e Thc Purpose

Is it (a) To give background?
(so long as thoy get th

(b) To give detailed information
(thoy must remember certain °
(¢) To put forward a new point of view
(they must bo influenced emd in
(d) To teech a partiouler skill?
(they must lmow the drill from
(¢) To outline a proposed course of
(they must be clear about what

You may have difforent objeotives at different stages in

e Subject latter

Collect your matericl .

Sort out your idoas into groups. _ L

Docide which groups will form your introduction,
arguments and conolusions,

4 Prosentation

Speak oloarly end audibly = dan'i;pgg 7
but do speak naturallye no‘b‘bom

Speak to the audience =
Avoid mannerisms like Ji




Show your enthusis:m = your topic «QO
frosh to the audience. 4 . w §
Give the audience timo to TAKE IN M N
Hormor home your main pointas. :
Sumuerise ond conclude, and above al

<7 “Everyone has a natural style of spoaking, th sh j
corrected and developed. Be yourself and don't try -

Sgeak 2s you talk, but with morec emphesis, con i.nui :
ustration. 2

APPENDIX ‘B!

neture. Concerts, céilithe, ccllections, commemorations,
police sesrches, reids and arrcsts should all bs covered.
necessary is to write e short sccount in simple language.
should be made to outlinec Sinn Féin oollcy or to report speec
1s covcred by statcments issued to The ¢ I’ress from this o ice
ec the need erises e.g. the Common larkev. '

1.
simply and clearlye.
2, Leeve an inch margin on the left hand side of the pape and d
cramp the lines together.

3, rite on one side of the papor only, ;
4, An editor likes to get a "readymade"” news item. So keep the

short and write it cearefully. :
Se Do not surmise or teke e ohance with anything. Be sure ALL you

facts, nemes, etc. are corrcocte
6. Send your report in good time to the local newspapers mﬂ t,

1United Irishman'e
7. Do not be dipappointed if the first report is not publilhod

Keep trying. ;
8. FEach Cumann should send reports to the Comhairle Cuuta
officer, who will be reenonsible for gebtting them to the
9. Enclose a covoring letter for the Editor, aigmd by the
officer, so that he will kaow it is authontio.
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