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Justice Minister Collins Tortured IRSP man Commissioner Edward Garvey.

HIGH LEVEL

SANGTION FOR

TORTUREGARDAI
What RTE censored,in its Politics programme (Friday Sept, 23rd) on expectedto be the longestin

garda torture is more important than what the programme broadcast. Irish history and extremely

The evidence they had concerned proof that a deliberateattempt had important from various legal

been made to smash the IRSP as a political party by framing its judgements that are expected

Inembers and that thisscheme had very high authority, most likely to to be made. Yet no mention BapleIreland
Ministerial level.

of the trial, of the robbery, or

of the torture of eight others

was made during the prográm

me. Photographs clearly

showing the resultsof torture

were offered to RTE who

The interviewgiven by IRSP man SAME ADMISSIONS refused them, despite their

Noel Doyle was not broadcast
These admissions on the part

authenticity being previously

in full, The remainder of his
of Doyle's torturers were not

accepted by the Irish Times

interview, il seems was too hot
mere threats being used for

and the Irish Press.

to handle by RTE, RTE let
psychological reasons. It is

Doyle give an account of the
too much of a coincidence that

IRELAND'S WATERGATE,

brutality perpetrated against
the same admissions were made

MEMLHRLhim but not tlhe reasons. In the
at approximately the same

Torture there was, make no

part of the interview not time to IRSP men in different
mistake about it, That was

broadcasted Doyle speci Dublin Garda Stations. by
clear even before the RTE

mentioned that his
differentgardai.

programme. But what was

had stated that they desperat
Again the detectives admitting

not clear is that the tor

ely wanted "something on that
that they "wanted' something

tures were not isolated incid

man Costello". referring to n that mann Costello" is signif

ints confined to a few gardai.

Seamus Costeilo. IRSP Cath
on

icant at ' when
the It was official policy,implem

Joirleach, who at the tíme was
Director

ofD. Prosecutions
ented to its full logical con

being interrogated
clusionby the deliberate

d in a Dublin
was refusing repeated denmands

Garda Station. The detectives
from Edward Garvey, Gardu

attempt to smash the IRSP

inade it clear to Doyle that
Commissioner, to have Costello

through false allegations,def.

iey Iad permission Trom
amation, frame-ups and tort ure.

high sutlhoity" to curry out
charged. This is the story that Noel

Ihe beatins, When Doyle IRSP TRIAL LONGEST
IN Doyle was 'not allowed tell

asked thenm "what duthority" HISTORY
the Irish people on RTE.

Battle Roy Masonhey didn't answer. They
Th� IRSP believe that nothing

they
Tepeated maintained that the entire progyanme no short of a full independent,

Would smash the Irish mention was made of the impartial inquiry can answer

Kepublican Socialist Party, a Kildare Train robbery which the auestions as to who or

egal, registered politicalparty. after the Reynolds-Múrray case ganised, approved and part cant win sE PAGE 3
became the first major case icipated in the torture cam

They
alsosO threatened to burn where torture was used on a paign of the heavy gang'.
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wide scale. The forthcoming The facts,when revealed,could

ery tine he w:as selling them.
IRSP trial in January is

be as inmportant as Watergate.
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ASOCIALIST

VIEW
OF THE

ECONOMY

We continue our column on a
Socialist view of the economy:
;and in Part Three deal with:

88Monetary and Financial Policy
00000o000006

Practitioners of "economics" have managed to make their discipline

obstuse and jargon-ridden. They have given ordinary people the idea that
it is a difficultand mysterious science,which deals with profound object
ive realitieswhich are discoverable only by a certain kind of mind. These

realitiesallegedly have nothing to do with human life or human decis
ions; they concern trends, fluctuations, cycles, market forces etc. In

actual fact, economics issimply the description and prediction of certain

facts,on the basis of certain key decisions about the production, distrib
ution and exchange of wealth.

t used to be known as "the dismas science". That is because its "laws'

all seemed to predict doom for the poor and wage-earners. Such were the

calculations of Malthus, that to improve the lot of the poor would only

make more of them die more miserably; and the 'ironlaw of wages', that

risingwages would cut real' living standards. That one is still with usin
full force today; it is all we hear from politicians,churchmen and many
trade union leaders in every capitalistcountry, including Britain and

Ireland, calling for responsibility in wage demands. It is not economics

but capitalism that is dismal. We do not have to live by capitalistecon

omics. We can liveby socialisteconomics- from each according to his

ability,to each according to his need.

Inflation and unemployment can be predicted. But only because they

are a vital part of the capitaliststructure. The following articleshows

how, by politicaldecisions, the economic position of imperialistsubjug
ation under Britain was maintained by the rish Free State, and two

generations of poverty and emigration forced on its citizens.The Key
decisionwas maintaining the link with sterling.

The Treaty Settlement of 1921 This is the fundamental explan

conceded in theory full fis ation of the stagnation of the Irish

cal and financialautonomy to the economy and the persistence of

26 counties. As we showed in the emigration and unemployment.

last section however Britain used
INFLATION CAUSED

her position as the virtual mon
EMIGRATIONopoly market for Ireland's

But in the meantime Britains'exports to crush any attempt by
economic power was declining inDublin governments to pursue

relation to the United States toan independent economic policy.
Nowhere was this more evident which she bore the relationship

then in the monetary and banking of a satellitestate.By the 1950's

field,where informal control or this had become obvious yet

working through West Briton and Ireland's people continued to

native gombeen elements was low into lowly paid, undesir

quite sufficient to ensure that able jobs in Britain because she

even that limited amnount of had a temporary need of cheap

independence permitted under labour. The mechanism by which

the Treaty was not used in the Irish workers were conned into

interest of the Irish people. emigration was inflation.

Fiscal and financialautonomy
means that the government can WAGEDEMANDS NOT
"follow any taxation, trade and CAUSEOF INFLATION
banking policy it pleases. It can

create and control its own money
Inflation simply means a falland make any laws it likes in

relation to the economy. The in the value of money which

Currency Commission printed means that prices rise in a way
Free State bank-notes with the hat

is not fundamentay
beautifly Lady Lavery's head connected with a change

on them and minted a new conditions of demand or supply

coinage on which good images of goods and labour. It can only

of Ireland's wealth-producing be caused by the supply of money
being greater than the supply ofanimals replaced the wooden

goods and services that is byfaces of Britain's monarchs but

monetary manipulation by bankthe substance was unchanged.

ers and financiers in collusionEvery Irish note c ould be freely

with the political authority.exchanged for a British note

Inflation is not a problem inevery Irish shilling circulated with

socialist

countries for thisreason.exactly the same specie content

As Ireland has never pursued anas an English shilling.All Ireland's

independent monetary policy shemassive financial resources were

has been at the mercy of inflatheld in London and Ireland' s

ionary trends in Britain andmonetary policy, interest rates,

imports her inflation. Because ofand the volume of credit

continued to be controlled in the structureof the Irish economy
London. The Banking Com inflationis always rather worse in

mission which sat from 1932 to Ireland. This has nothing to do

1938 reported in. favour of with wage demands in Ireland or

continuing thisservilerelationship the level of socialsecuritybut has

to, British economic imperialism everything to do with the failure

and a Central Bank was not of successive Irish governments to

created even on paper until 1946. make a correct analysis of

The inflation, which has been Prices rise
because the

sunnlIreland's fundamental economic
evident since 1950, with its

of money is
increased.To m

problems and to exert the sover
accompanying price rises and fall

ethat only the
working ca

eign powers of the Irish state in
in

the value of mnoney has reached
i Ireland and Britaincut bae

the material interest of the Irish their stan dard
of

living ingiddy proportions since ackonthe

terms the fall
in the

value
of

people.

advantage of bewildering people,
1970's. This has the added

sterling is reflectedint he
Fall in

helping them to make imprudent
the amount of foreign

currencyTRICK TO REDUCE OUR
decisions such as submitting to buys. Only Ireland of all

WAGES being over-charged for goods, and Common Market countriete
hiding from the working-class the ontinues to subsidise

Britain A
grim truth that in real terms their other members of the

CommonTheir profits increase in geom

etric proportion. Inflation is the share of the national wealth is Market can at leastbuy Rie

declining. It also exposes people goods cheaply. Though
great modern device for robbing

to manipulation by experts" national wealth has been increaworkers of the real value of their

who mask the truth in carefully ing at a faster ratethan
Britain,wages and pushing through in a

painless uncontested way a re. learned economic jargon and all this has been usedto
prop up

distribution of National Wealth disguise the appalling simple Rritain's economic decay and t

in favour of property owners and reality in elaborate equations. no government is
prepared to

speculators. Meantime the Great Inflation is always in the Dush ahead with breakingthehe

Lie is peddled in the media and interest of property owners. with sterling though nowadav

the institutesof higher education Capitalists, manufacturers and growing number of "academi

that it is the workers who push producers always sell their goods economists admit that
this i.

up wages. Even the bishopsioin dearer than the imputs cost as frst realisticstep towards solvin

in asking the workers to exercise Jong as prices continue to rise. the problem of chronic unemplw

"responsibility"!
ment.

NELATUEM
IRSP CAN BEAT IT

All socialistsmust undestand

the nature of inflationand how it

operates to re-distributeincome in

BANK OR
favour of the

property-owning

lassdespite Bns
soil

clas
S towards

raising wages,

RELAND
security benefits etc. Economic

imperialism is thekey to explain

ing why wealth in Ireland is

concentrated in fewer handstha

in-the United Kingdom or in the

United States, more ovely

capitaliststates.

IRELAND'S MONETARY

SYSTEM
PROPPING UP BRITAN

The Irish monetary

banking system is the means by

BANK
BANK

which Britain retains econom

control of Ireland, The supply

HELANO

RELANI money which determines inves

ment levels,prices,etc. is fixed 0

suit Britain'seconomic needs.T
principal banks are owned an

controlled by West Britonswbo

profits are never disclosedbutart

never less than 10%. If Britain

goes bankrupt so does Ireano

irrespectiveof her real econo

strength. In this way all

wealth of Ireland has beenu
by the monetary interests

advance Britain's economic int

The break with Sterling ests or rather to prop up hera
for to divide and weaken the

economy.
Would a basis for Irish

pros

Irish people, economically as well
Ihere was no need for ths

perity be laid by the decision to
as politically,sociallyand cultur

to have been the case. Forr
0fe

break the link with sterling now? ally. Real freedom is impossible
one hundred years Irelano

Yes - but only on the basis of an
on the basis of a six county or

a

been a creditor nation,ho
all -Irelandeconomy. That is the

twenty six county state, The more investments or assets a0l

key importance of partition to

political and the economic
than she owed The my

Britain - that is why Britainsends
struggle are indivisible,änd only a

"poverty-stricken Ireland

a.into

nce4
total political and economic

a British invention to conn
its army
ress the attempt at national auto

Lo our country to supp revolution in Ireland can give
Irish

real extent of her indebtednes

to Ireland. In the short ter

nomy. Partition is still performing
people the
valy and defend the fruitof their

fo work produc
has been

changed
butthe

pres

today the function itwas designed labour from imperialisn.

tivel

drain of interest
and

proi

abroad has replaced it.



Ayear of Mason

POLITICAL STATUS

The British policy on the political status issue is manifesting its contra
dictionsmore glaringlyevery day. At the time of the Feakle truce with

ProvisionalIRA, Rees pointed out ad nauseam that internment was
n longer appropriate, as there was no armed insurection; that what was
lef twas criminality,gang wartare, se�tarian violence, and common mur
der (into which the killing of RUC The appropriate way to deal
with this was through the police and the courts. In effect,the situation
as more or less akin to the Chicago of the roaring twenties. There was
talk of drinking dens, massive fraud of taxpayers' money. There were
ntalising hints at two million pound swindles of Northern Ireland
Housing Executive money by the Provisionals;Mrs. Jill Knight the Tory
M.P. from Birmingham has embarrassed the

nat these propaganda hints heltISn government by

demanding that
followed up with

prosecutions.

cONTRADICTIONS

Dat insteadof behaving as they do in criminal cases in their own coun

try, the British treated the drive against Republicans like a military
oneration, A weekly body count of "Criminals" put behind bars was
celebratedat a joint security press conference in Stormont Castle,where

the executive, police, judicial and military organs of e repressive
state machine were openly paraded as being in collusion

n. (Gradually,
as they were no longer needed, some loyalistsas well as Republicans
could be mopped up). "The books had to be closed" on the "unsolved
crimes" and anybody would do; so torture was used to obtain con
fessions, which were then accepted by the single judge, no-jury Dip
lock Courts, where unidentified witnesses gave evidénce from behind

curtains.This is not criminal procedure.

RESISTANCE

But the turning point in the exposure of the contradictions in British

policy came when Kieran Nugent, a Provisional prisoner, refused to
accept the badges of criminal status, prison uniform and prison work.

Savage puitive measures followed on Kieran and those who followed
him - solitaryconfinement, no clothes allowed, no mattress or bedding.

no washing or shaving,no visits or letters,no books, no leaving the cell
for toiletpurposes. These "punishments" were means of humiliation

n alace Barraceon
was akin toand degradation, and the effect of such depriva

oung
peoSOry

effects of

Peliention was high
But the morale of the

resisting as when Kieran Nugentsentout the message "They'll have to nail the prison gear to my back.
by the anniversary of Kieran Nugent's refusalthere were 197 men and

women refusing criminalisation.Of these,Connolly Brady from Derry

was the first IRSP prisoner "on the blanket" just before Christmas

1976 – he was brutally and repeatedly beaten in his cell, as were many
of the others. He was followed by fourteen other IRSP prisoners. By

Christmas 1977 if things continue as at present there wilI be 360 or

more "on the blanket". The last vestige of pretence that Mason is

dealing with a mass outbreak of common crime willbe ended.

Already there are signs that the British have lost. The Belfast rev

iew 'Fortnight' on 16th September carried as its main feature an

article arguing that the treatment of the prisoners "on the blanket" is

morally and legally wrong and."inhuman and degrading", besides

being counter-productive, The editorialalso calls this "law and order"

attempt at a final solution" a dangerous illusion.A UTV This Week'

NO AMNESTY LONG KESH LETTER

They were there from far and near; After ea ting and drinkinghis fill
stler

reagh, Strand Road Derry, Roy Mason addressedthe gathering.
Luroan

name a fenpolicebarracksto As usual ne Pedthem of theNewman, Chi ot
Torture, was

there.

Masor imminent of terrorism"
Secretary of State for the 'peace accompanied by other

inspired

koeping security forces"" and their platitudes. The objectsoccasionally
relatives was guest of (dis)honour at clapped him in the controlledand
the Sixth Annual Dinnerheld by the cultured way reserved mainly for

Police Federation and the Royal Royalty and important figures. At
Ulster Cruiserweightsin a hotel near least this was a betterreceptionthan
NewcastleCo. Down. theirEnglish counterpartshad given

Merlyn:Rees. A pay rise was mildly

Congratula tions and back slapping

touched on but meant little in the

were the order of the night.Never
euphoria

aged by this receptionandbelore had they so much to be Encouraged

proud of: a successful Queen's
with

Mit, detaining 310 during her stay,
of intoxication,Roy reached the

entmurders of Paul Williamsand
crescendo of his speech. There

McCartan,increased
repression

will be no amnesty" he sternly
he

ghetto areas, the arrestinter declared.The echo of approvalilled

rogtior subsequent death of
the room.

His audience were now in diffeDanay McCooe H Blocks, intern
ment by remand. rent modes of thought. Some

thought if only everyone was likehe resulting emplovment -all the
Roy, life would be a lot easier andhallmarksof success in a police

state, we wouldn't have to live in fear

Mason's invisible victory clothes

HE'S WEARING NOTHING!

THIS
is the first anniversaryof Roy year to criminalise the Irish Repub

Mason's arrival in Belfast and of Ciaran lican and Socialist resistance. 190

Nugent's rejection of criminal status. victims of British Justice' have

The complacency beingshown by Roy defied the British plan to impose

bad caseof the emporor's criminal statuson those who are
clothes ground for Hmp
self congratulationafter As the scandalous Diplock

Belfast. He has strengthenedthe pol sentence hundreds of young people
itical position of the Loyalistsand has to terms of 20 and 30 yearson the
encouraged them to defy reason.He basis of statements signed under
has brought the

attitudes of his
due to mass criminal

activity

torture, the pretence that this is
previous Ministry of Defence to the
situation, and has capitualted to the becomes thin ner and thinner. This
Loyalistpressurefor more repression. is one that Roy Mason cannot win.
His bland assurancesthat there will be The above Press releasewas issued
"more SAS type activity" show what

to all the nationalmedia in Dublin

Devlin calls
rom what Paddy

and to the Irish News,UTV and
But the

clearest grounds for self Andersonstown News in Belfast.
doubt on Roy Mason's part is the Only the Andersonstown News

failure of his attempt over the
past carrjedthe statement.

programme has �so eamined the conditions in HBl0ck, and its
effect has been to make people call the British governient's attitudes
into question.

As an IRSP statement put it "This is one that Mason cannot win"

TURF LODGE

It is no coincidence that the area where popular protest against the

criminalisation policyis strongest, Turf Lodge, is also the area where
repression is hardest, and also the area where successful popular resis

tance to the BritishArmy is at its highestwhere "Brits Ou demon
strations are most spontaneous and vociferous.The H Block protests
are inextricably linked with the BritsOut movement, because both are
expressions of a high degree of anti-imperialistawareness, determination
and solidarity.

continualy. Others,who had been bering for places on overcrowded
attending this function for ships and boats in

fear of their
several years, realised what was

lives, Would the same ever happen
happening: Roy was only doing his here? I

believe it will but Roy
routine duty, lifting their flagging

'assures' us differently,
regularly

thought what a pity these c

claiming that militant republican

weights 'cannot perform in public
resistence is almost defeated',The

instead of the back rooms of such caty 5 that 'almost' will never

places as Castlereagh and Strand The
struggle for national

liber

Road Derry and couldn'tunderstand a�ion will continue and gain mor
why people taken to such places entum as the Irish people. and
didn'talways appreciatethe talents

especially the working class, become
of thecruisers.

more aware. They will realise they
Boxing,in theCastlercaghsense, have nothing to loseand all to

gain.

is a healthysport,taking skill, speed
It is now history that the Vietand fitness to participate success
Cong defeatedthe greatestimperfuly.n

reec the rn
become

ial power on earth,It is inevitable
�lateeS in Ireland and as aresult we thatwe in Ireland will repeat that
have many famous 'promoters. feat against a weaker imperial

aroünd, none more so than Cooney. power - Britain.

Cosgrave,O'Brien and Garvey in the We in Long Kesh and other

south and Mason andNewman in the prisonsind ourselvesimprisoned

North, all household námes. Little for resisting imperialismbut our
wonder there is an annual influx of minds are still free and our

medals to our cruiserweights:MBEs, determinationto rid this island
of

CBEs, OBEs, etc. It seems this the scourgesof imperialismwas
influx is guaranteedas long as Brit ever surongerand will continue

ain remainsin Ireland. grdng amnesties

etter heton waseration and concessions.

expect such from imperialist

ition were all K.O.ed.It seems likely Any rights we have we fought
thatthe Irish electoratedidn't under for. We do not pine or worry

stand or appreciate the finer skills about such issuesbut contént

and crafts of our "boxing" prom oursclvesin the knowledge that
oters in spite of Conor Cruise's one day we will be freeagain to
attempts at rewriting Irish history carry on more ably the struggle

Will there ever be an amnesty fornational
liberation.

for Roy, his 'securityforces on One fact
is assured:there will

their collaboratars?Somehow be no amnesty for British imper

doubt.it.My mind wanders to scenes ialism nor forthose who continue
from Vietnam: collaboratorsclam to support it in this country.

IRSP

Woman

held
The IRSP issued a press release

condemning the arrest of Ard

Chomhairle member MIRIAM

DALY from her Andersonstown

home on Monday September 19th

Only the Irish news carried parts

of the statement which was

ignored by all the Irish media

and UTV. Similarly a press

release issued at the time of the

leaked report concerning the

amnesty findings on garda

tortures was ignored by all the

media, North and South.

Miriam Daly's arrest comes

one month after the arrestof her

husband and following the

wanton
vaeearch

operatio not

of their house

during

British Troops. Their

to leave the Dalys alone has been

put into practice.
Miriam was taken to Fort

Monagh in Turf Lodge by British

soldiers who charged her with

"withholding information". RUC
Detectives who questioned her

during her detention not

proceed with the charge. Miriam

Daly is an active member of the

Relatives Action Committee in

Belfast.

Mourne

men

defy

EEC

EEC bureaucracy is responsible
for unemployment amongst other

things as in the caseof the Mourne
fishermen,The Mountainfoot men'
as they are known locally have been
fishing the immediate area off that
partof the coastof Co. Down forthe

ishingd ther method of

|thatonly maturefehs ensured

ensure a future for the livelihood of

the fishermen involved,with only
S10.tons caught every two weeks.
The EEC banned all herringfishing

in the area without any thought for
the ivihood of the fishermen
involved,

their jobs wiped outby the
stroke of a bureaucraticpen.

Following discus sions which res
ulted in no change in EEC policy the
fishermendecided to continue

fishing

the area and on Sunday September
18th they began a fishin with the
support of Dublin trawlers.The
British Navy ignored the local boats
but arrested the Dublin boats.The
latest we hear is thatpressureisbeing

brought to bearon the Mountainfoot

itand-seeand enter into

someday inhstons and thatfruitless

might decide to ift the

IRSP fully support these fishermen
and urge them to implement their
original decision and to continue
fishing the area. Otherwise their

case will be considerablyweakened.



4 The cultural struggle is an integral part of IRSP policy and one aspect of this is the IrISn

language and the civil right to use it with the state. We asked Sean Mac Mathuna, who
heads Conradh na Gaeilge's Rights Bureau to explain the work of the Bureau.

Rights Bureau in action
On the 10th of November 1976 Conradh na Gaeilge announ aBove cross-section of agencies to

ced that it was setting up An Rannog Chearta (The Rights' whom representations were made.
Bureau) to deal with "the complaints of people wlho have The Revenye Commissioners tops
found dificulty, been delayed or even insulted while trying the leagueie of complaints but has
to deal with depariments or offices of the state in Irish."

also satisfactorilydealt with all
The Rights' Bureau is at the core of the Conradh's cam

the complaints made against them
paign to ensure that speakers of Irish will have the same

(i.e. complaints made regarding
rights as speakers of English. This campaign is also designed

Irish; not regarding taxation!).

to actively promote the use of Irish by members of the All but five of the complaints
public in their official dealings with the state - a major received have been resolved satis
inerease in such usage will be achieved only when the state

factorily. Another twenty com
makes the facilitiesto use Irish available to all. This will be

plaints are at various stages of

done by the provision and display of bilingual forms and by being processed and dealt with.

ensuring that all public employees dealing with the public

are enabled to attend courses to ensure that they have an WHAT YOU CAN DO
adequate knowledge of Irish.

An Rannog Chearta is run under

Dublin County Councils: Cork.
the auspices of the Fochoiste

OVER 80 CASES Cearta (the National Executive's
Dublin, Dun Laoghaire and Sub-Committee on Rights). The

Since its inception, An Rannog Galway Corporations; the Fochaiste Cearta is at present

Cheartahas dealt with over 80 Catholic Hierarchy; the E.S.B
preparing 1or poblication

a book

complplaints.The Bureau received the Health Education Bureau:
let which will Various

complaints regarding the follow Allied Irish Banks:; the Eastern services which are available

ing sections of the public ser Health Board: the Maze Prison; through the Irish language. The
vices and other bodies: the V.H.L; An Garda Siochana; fochoiste is particularly urging

The Departments of Healeh. the P.M.P.A., ete. people
Finance, Social Wel fare,Justice () who have bank or savings bank
the Public Service, Posts and THE SCOPE of the Bureau's work accounts to use cheque/deposit

Telegraplhs, Labour: Cork and
is no doubt indicated by the books in Irish:

(ii)

to make operator-assisted

phone calls through Irish: and

(ii) to fill in the Irish versions of

driving license and car tax

forms.

NO IRISH IN IRISH

PRISONs

ANOTHER AREA which is rec

eivingclose attention by the

fochoiste �s the lack of facilities

for learning and using Irish in

prisons in the twenty-six coun

ties.

The fochoiste is in the

process of compiling information

on the situation in prisons here

and in the six counties and will

hortly hignlg
the appalling

now existssituation

whereby prisoners in the six

counties have access to Irish

language courses but prisoners

in the twenty-six counties are

denied similar access.

The fochoiste has published

the Conradh's Declaration of

Rights (in both Irish and Engsn

and has also published A of

Rights for the Irish Language

(BilleCearta don Ghaeilge) which

specifies the legal steps which

must be implemented to ensure

that the rights of Irish speakers
Cboth

are safeguarded. (Copies of

these documents may be had by

writing to Conradh na Gaeilge.

6 Sraid Fhearchair, Baile Atha

Cliath 2.).

USAIDCHOMH TATHACHTACH LEIS AN EILEANCH
NI LEOR go mbeitear ag

eileami,go mbeidh
seirblhisi cas

cagsula
an

stait

ar fail as Gaeilgedo
plhobalna Gaeilge: caithfear,ag an aceanna, feachaint

clhuige
gombeidh pubal na

Gaeilge ag
lorgna seirbhisi sin as

Gaeilge

agus an-usaid nuair a chuirtearar fa
dnibh jad. la an usaid

rialt

chomh tabhachtach
leis

aneileamh. Anois go bhfuil bill

leictreachais ar fail go hioman
Caeilge ba choir duit

Scriohh

chuig ceannaras an B.S.L.ag
cu.

in iul doibh gur mian
leatsa d

bhille a fhail as Gaeilge
(luaiok

d'uimhir cuntais ar an litir),.

Bjodh do
sheicleabhar/leablar

taisceas Gaeilge.

Biodh d'ainm as
Gaeilge

chlar na votoiri,ar chaipeisi cioa/
ratai do chomhairle contae

no

bhardais.
TA ILIOMAD bealai eagsul

ann chun an Ghaeilge a chur chu
cinn id' shaol pearsanta

trid an

V.H.L. an P.M.P.A., na Boird

Slainte
&rl. Ta gealluinti faiehta

againn o na dreamanna sin
uilie

go bhfuilid sasta (agus go bhful

na foirmeacha cui acu)chun gna a
dheanamh leatsa as

Gaeilge. Ma

theipeann orthu-san, dean teag.
mhail linn agus reiteomid an
deacracht duit. Ma

theipeann

ortsa, afach, ni dheanfaidh aon

duine teagmhail linn id'thaobl,.

FIANNA FAIL BACK SOME IRSP CLAIMS

ON UNEMPLOYMENT

The Minister for Economic Planning and Development, Dr. Martin

O'Donoghue has admitted that unemployment is well in excess of the

officially registered total of 109,000. The IRSP have been claiming for

the past three year� that officialstatisticswere deliberatelyfalsifyingthe

unemployment figures in Ireland, North and South. We have consistently

claimed that unemployment was over the 200,000 mark during the peak

of unemployment lastyear but that it still remained at 160,000- which

is 51,000 higher than the officialfigure.This figure deals only with the

26 Counties. Even accepting the unemployment figures issued by the

Northern Ireland Office it means a staggering 227,000 people are out of

work in Ireland.

Dr. O'Donoghue showed that and its false markets come off

Fianna Fail have no answer to worse. On the other hand those

unemployment, just as their pre that steer as independent a

addressiné a Dublin Chamber of

dec did not, when he was cOurse as possible, taking into

account the real needs of the

Commerce luncheon on Sep society it purports to serve, fare

tember 15 last. He admitted that much better. Fianna Fail are still

he

was uncertain what the unem intent on pursuing the disastrous

ployment figures will be in 1978 capitalist economics which, in

"since there are many unoertain turn, ensures unemployment will

ties about next year. Some relate be with us for a long time to

to factors outside our control, come. Private enterprise is still

such as the trend of world econ main thrust of the economythe m

omic activity"! While this is which refuses to acknowledge

somewhat ture, "world economic the real needs of Irish society,

activity" and such like phrases such as full employment.

have become the escape clauses In agricultureprivateenterprise

for incompetant governments and allows a small minority of large

Fianna Fail it seems is about to ranchers and farmers to maximise
Rather than

repeat the performance. their personal profits.F

The truth of the matter is that ensuring the maximum scientific

Ireland has all the resources to exploitation of land to produce

combat unemployment
and the maximum sTnall farmers are

eradicate it if the correct being forced off the land to

economic system is applied. While

activity"

increase the holdings of large

world economic farmers. This has led to

influences all economies, those unemployment, underdevelop

that pander to these influences ment and rural depopulation.

Dr. Martin O'Donoghue,

Wrong economics,

bad planning and

underdevelopment.

Capitalism is alsó the cause of

high food pricesbecause it allows

the price of food to be deter

mined by export prices, and

world economic activity'.On top
of this it allows middle buyers to

infla�e food pricesby 100%.

Private enterprise in industry is

geared to produce only what it

can make a profit from, which is

again determined by 'world

economic activity instead of

being geared to producing the
essentials required by the

community as well as providing
maximum employment. The

policy of giving away our'rich
mineral wealth, begun by Fianna
Fail and followed through by the

coalition, is
still an integral part

of Fianna Fail policy not sur

prising when we hear that

Desmond 0'Malley, our Minister.

for Industry Commerce, has
share dealings with Tara Explor

ation and that his btother-in-law
Peter MCAleer, isa Vice-President
of Northgate Exploration and a
Director of Tara Mines Ltd., and
Anglo United.

With the export of
our mineral wealth go thousands
of jobs and important industries
such as feed stocks, plastic and

rubber industries,PVC and vinyl
products from ur gas alone.The
Navan mine alone being the
richest lead mine in the world, is
worth £1 300 million. We are
therefore talking about practical
immediate steps that can be taken
to provide employment and

a planned socialist
ec ,totally

eradicate unem
ployment.

Dr. O'Donoghue has no inten

tion of nationalising our mineral

wealth, reorganising the agric

ultural sector, keeping

down and
Providing

th

ities of our society. Such a policy

would destroy the financal

bonanza being enjoyed by the

minute section of this society

which he represents n
he

Dail along with his party. In

such circumstances at

O'Donoghue has been hones

enough to admit that unemplo

ment is higher than officialy

stated and that he cannot te

what unemployment will b

like in 1978, We, on the othet

hand can.

If Ireland continues her Ciy

italist

economics, inflation

rise as will unemployment

much of our potentialeconot

strength will be depleted throu

export of raw materials, sUCn

meat and natural resources

Unemployment in Lreland,noW
inuefo

over 225,000, will continb

rise. This fact is unwittuns

Supported by an EEC rpo

published, ironically enough,

1oghuesame day 0Don�

promising 20.000 jobs by

1978: the EEC commissiono
n unet

ployed by 1980 in the EEC
cast a riseof three million A

present Ireland has the high

unernployment
figures(Pr

tionally) in Europe as We

Lne highest inlation
and taxa

rates.



FISH NDUSTRY
FACES
COLLAPSE
The fishing industry in Ireland is described by Kevin Page, National

Trawlers

blockading
Dublin

port

demanding

protectionfor

fishing

industry.

Organiser for the National Fishermen's Branch of the ITGWU as "and
potential of. the fishing industry

hoc, loose,chaotic system "showing the failureof both Fianna Fail and

during the negotiations for entry

the coalitionto expand an industry that could provide huge employment

while fishermen on the other hand

well as harnassing some of the wealth of one of our most
did not put enough pressure on

naturalresources. the sea.
bvious them. The Branch will not

commit itself to answering and despite the fi fishing limit

The controbersy over the past

whether they feel Fianna Fail discussions the EEC are sticking

vear in the fishing industry has

voluntary basis. This will mean have changed. "when the negot
to their guns. The Branch does

been confined to the fishing

a depletion of stocks and a iations begin in October we will not haye a policy on EEC with

imit but thisis byy no means the

possible destruction of the future know then" said Mr. Page, he drawal but Mr. Page stated in a

livelihood of fishermen, who also forecast that when the negot personal capacity "Ireland could the EEC had t� ask each member

only issueinvolved. The national along with the general public are iations began that they would only benefit from withdrawal,
state to declare a 200 mile limit

and bread and butter issues of only now becoming aware of the drag on and on. provided we have control over the for the EEC we have to ask the

deck hands have not been importance of stock preservation. Possession without contíol of 200 mile limit.There is no reason EEC to declare a 50 mile limit of

pushed as hard as the union would The ITGWU wants statutory administration is useless in any
to suppose we couldn't exert that our own. Its painfully obvious

wish as they wanted to keep the protection for stocks. industry.The Branch is calling for control when Iceland has a navy that the EEC is eating into our

fishermens' camp united in the state involvement in the control smaller or as small as our own" sovereignity" he said.

campaign for an exclusive 50 of supplies, in distributionand in The coalition handling of the

mile limit.
This has resulted Despite the introduction of providing security of employ fishing imit issue is attacked by The whole attitude of the Irish

in the general public believing new standards for the size of ment. In relation to the national the Branch who assertthat they government and the EEC is endan

that the Irish Fishermen's meshes; which allowed seed fish issue of the 50 mile limit the were led upo the
he garden path". gering the entire fishing industry.

Organisation solely represented to escape it was not being Branch points that they originally
In

regard to submissions on ntheir The government's failure to

all fishermen. The National enforced by the government. called for a 200 mile limit but own bread and butter issuesthey ensure masive state expansion

Fishermens' Branch is. com This negates the introduction of agreed to limit this to 50 miles believe that they were not even of the industry with a view to

prised mainly of deck hands standards. Then there was the to produce a unified front with listened to: "there were so many harnassing the employment

but due to the recent occurance dumping of fish at open sea once the IFO. They will not bargain on conflicting reports from govern potential as well as ensuring

of skippers being employed, the catch had been registered to
the 50 mile limit and are demand ment and Brussels' sources that cheaper fish and preserving

they too are being admitted get the EEC intervention price. ing state control over the outer no one knew what the situation fish stocks is leading to increased

the branch ."We are trying to

EEC withdrawal would benefit Ireland

was'" claimed Mr. Page. He also militancy amongst workers in the

broaden the whole campaign
believes that it was, and still is, industry. Whole commun

to develop a comprehensive limitson the fishing seasons and EEC policy "toleave Ireland in no are being endangered by the

policy for the fishing industry The whole industry has a history mans-land.". October's talks will government's refusal to fight the

to maximise job potential and of obtaining a quick buck with no fish catches. see further delays despite the fact EEC who are out to satisfy the

to raise important questions as thought for the job potential of The danger of all European that we are losing more and more needs of multinational and

to the distribution of wealth the industry, as witnessed by the negotiations is that issues are
fish

everyday-and that the EEC European cartels. This has

derived from fish and its utilis export of fish instead of being decided in political lobbies, the
is concluding arrangements with led to the Campaign for the

ation to the best bene fit of the processed here in Ireland.A small Branch points, and Ireland is non-EEC count to fish our Preservation of Fishing Commun

economy'" Mr. Page told the minority have been getting rich on politically weak in such lobbies. waters., The attitude of the
ities

ssince

which
bereading

in Killybegs and

StarryPlough.
public funds and while the avail Europe's mainland fishing plants public at large will be a crucial which i to other

ability of grants is to be wel and the international companies factor in our obtaining this limit ports. Fishermen are determined

comed there has to be a more
have created a dangerous demand and it is the EEC tactic to con to ensure better work and pay

responsible attitude to their use. for fish, pressurising the contin
fuse them to such an extent that conditions within that industry,

A national fishing policy is
ental fleets to increase their they will lose interest", said Mr. encouraged by their recent, and

essential. Up to now the TFO
catches. This is an important, Page. first, annual general meeting. The

have maintained that they would EEC membership has had a vocal, if dangerous, lobby. The Fishermen's Branch at remainder of this year and 1978

operate an inner conservation disastrous effect on the fishing According to EEC law, all tacked the. loss of sovereignity will show that the controversy

regime with the introduction of industry claim the Branch. Fianna member states will be entitled to associated with EEC membership. surrounding the fishing industry

a 50 mile limit,but only on a Fail were not aware of the fish up to Ireland'sshore by 1980 Mr. Page pointed out that while is only beginning.

"We're here to stay" says Fishermen's ITGWU Branch.

Before the rage of inflation of the remaining cash. The rest the skipper. as to expenses, difficul ties in Another point of contention is

with which we have become was divided arnongst the crew.
The rise in inflation has pres repayments and indeed any holiday entitlement which is

accustomed there was little pres Apprentices in the trade were surised skippers, straining their proposed changes. denied most fishermen. Some

sure on skippers in relation to allocated half a share until they relationship with the crew. The The ITGWU is also seeking skippers held that being laid up in

repayments and fuel bills and the were experienced enough to crew háve discovered their un welfare rightswhich are too loose port due to bad weather was

traditional rights of deck hands earn a full share, which was dec protected situation. The share at present. Fishermen are not holiday enough.

were respected, particularly since ided eratically by either the crew systém is changing with new allowed sign on the dole at diffe The recommended EEC retire

he skipper in most instances the skipper or both. A sacred, shares being introduced (e.g. for rent ports and in the case of bad ment age for fishermen is 55 but

carme from the same community rule was that the galley table boat owners). No books or weather or no fish being availablewith no insurance or pension

as

his crew. Wages were deter- was for eating and sharing; with receipts are being produced at there is no system of fall back scheme, fishermen are left with:

mined by the price of the catch all receipts for expenses etc., the galley table. This has led to payments. Fishermen rely on the paltry £10 government pension.

at the market. The skipper produced to be examined by the demand for a union which is charity of their skipper in the A comprehensive document

deducted expenses and took 50% crew before being deducted by insisting that they be consulted form of subs. calling ToT
for

paymeshas
been

in the event
of deaths or

submitted tot he government and

KILEMEM
other imployer organisations,

ASSOCIATICN
including the EEC. Fishing is a

hazardous job with an above aver

age mortality and

ishermen fnd jury rate.

totally

unprotected and are demanding

the introduction of a definite

scheme to cover them. This prob

lem was emphasised recently

following the tragicdeaths off the

Donegal coast.

The Irish Fishermen's Organ

isation have taken the stand of the

ostrich in relation to the Fisher

men's branch, refusing to even

accept their existence. "The

quicker they accept us the better"

Fishermen protesting at Dail Eireann demanding 50 mile limit.

said Mr. Page "as we are here to

stay".
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Britain before

Strasburg again

The work of the Prisoners Aid Cómmittee over the last five
years has shown that Irish political prisoners are treated

differently from and worse than other prisoners in English
jails. The deaths in prison of Michael Gaughan, Prionsias
Stagg and Noel Jenkinson clearly resulted from this treat
ment. In fact from 1974 onwards, as the number of prison
ers grew, treatment markedly worsened. During 1974
seven Irish politicalprisoners were brutally force fed while on
hunger strikeand Michael Gaughan died as a result.In Novem
ber 1974 a total of 14 prisoners were assaulted by warders in

1Vinson Green prison. 14 screws were tried for this nearly
two years laterand after a farcicalperformance by the "pros
ecution" were acquitted. In May t975 five Irishprisoners
were badly injured while in police custody in Manchester and
Merseyside and now, 12 months after it began an internal
police inquiry into thisis still not completed. During 1975 Irish

prisoners were attacked in Wandsworth, Wakefield and
Parkhurst, one of them while actually standing

trial, and
others were held for long periods in solitary. In February

1976 Prionsias Stagg died whileon his third hung rstrike in

supportof his
demand for a transfer to In August

all Irish prisoners who had taken part in the Hull prison roof

top protest were badly beaten by warders and according to

evidence from English prisoners they, along with the blacks,

were the worst treated of all.In September six Irish prisoners

in Albany were set upon by a gang of warders armed

with truncheons and severalof them suffered terribleinjuries.

LEGAL ACTION NECESSARY

This mounting toll of injuries

amongst Irish political prisoners By Jacqueline Kay
in England was clearly not going

to be halted by long term cam
paigns for transfers or for am
nesty. The PAC decided therefore taking actions for assault; there

that legal action should be taken are several actions to test the

Office refused to allow the pris

wherever possible. The Home punishments of solitary and

loss of remission handed down
oners solicitors to see them, by the prisons kangaroo courts,
demanding that instead com the Boards of Visitors: other

plaints sho be made to them actions involve the use of

the very people responsible for notorious Rule 43 to hold

the ill-treatment.The HO also said prisoners in solitary indefinitely;
that visitsfrom lawyers should be the right of prisonsto open

These conditions are a clear def

within the hearing of warders prisoners maíl; interfefence with

the maintenance of family life;
iance of the Golder decision the use of screened and boxedon by

the European Court in 1975
visits; the right of prisoners to

against the British government serve their sentences near to

which ruled that all prisoners be their families. In addition the

allowed access to legal advice and PAC will take the case of the

to the courts. The cases of all Irish Maguire fanily to Strasbourg

political prisone. lauvers have

as seven members of the familyrefused per

mission to see are serving huge sentences after

been taken to strasbourg and this a trial based on a police forensic

number now totals 16 cases,one frame up.

of which, Sean Campbell's, has

already been returned to the
British to be answered. Noel

Jenkinson's case for unfair trial

The Homne Office recently admitand refusal of access to legal

advice has also passed its prelim ted that all mail between prisoners

inary stáges.At the moment over and their solicitorsand the Pris

30 prisoners have cases in the oner's Aid Committee in relation

process of being taken before the to the cases being taken in Stras

courts, and this does not include bourg are being read by the Home

a number of ar
f appeals which will Office. This is being done to

Britain'scase at Strascome up later this year. Cases
strengitl be equippeawhich involve ill-treatment in
bourg, d with

prison may have to go straight to all the prisoners' evidence before

Strasbourg for there is no "�óm the case begins. This spying is

estic remedy" in England for allowed by interpreting the mail

these abuses given the limitless as routine and not recognising

autonomy of the prison system. that it constitutes a private legal

Irish prisoners are engaged in a matter with pending legal proc

variety of actions: over 20 are eedings.

BRUTALITYSTILL
METED QUT

As a result of this deluge of
legal action, prisons are now

treating Irish prisonerswith some

circumspection. Incidents of out

right brutality seem to have

decreased but. the HO is exper

imenting with many other ways

of fending off the resultsof their

systematic discrimination against

Irish political prisoners. This has

mostly taken the form of bureau

cratic delays of eight weeks at

least to answer letters; refusing

legal aid for actions and contin

uously moving prisoners from one

end of England to another so that

solicitorshave huge distances to

travel to see their clients. In

addition outright brutality is still

meted out: Brendan Dowd is now
well into the second year of an

imprisonment spent almost entir

ely in solitary under Rule 43;
Shane Paul O'Doherty is in his 13

month in solitary wearing only a

blanket ih Wormwood Scrubs: a

writ had to be issued against the

HO to force them to give

Guiseppe Conlon basic medical

attention. In August Sean

o'Connell was beaten up while in

transit to Albany from Gartree

20 minutes before his family

arrivedfor a visit they had booked

a week before; in September

Harry Duggan had to refuse a

visit from his girl friend in Park

hurst as warders were insist

ent that he have his mouth
searched even though he was also

being strip searched before and

after the visit.

The HO's frantic efforts to

prevent these legal actions being

pursued is a clear indication of

their fear .that the prisoners wil

prove that there exists a system

of discriminatíon in the treat

ment of Irish politicalprisoners

in England. The PAC has asserted

for five years that "political

status""does exist in England but

that it is a statusofvictimisation,
brutality, harassment and inter

ference with basic human rights,

Tf thís can be proven then a small

memorial will have been erected to

three brave Irishmen whose lives

were taken from them by the

Britishprison system.

Inside Crumlin Rd.

It appears that the Governor there constantly. If prisonersare
of Crumlin Road Gaol is above caught smoking they are just put
the law and that he is allowed to back into their cellsand losetheir

treat a Remand prisoner as if he exercise. Radios, books or fruit

had been found guilty and to try are not permitted in the yard.
to criminalise""him before even Exercise periods are kept to

the Diplock courts have made a minimum with men being taken

decision on his innocence or guilt. out lateand retumed early.

Or is it just that the Governor is Prisoners who report sick to

licenced to mete out any kind of the doctor regardless of the

brutal treatment to prisoners who complaint are locked up for three
are politicallyaware and attempt

Some

days instead of being treated.
to defend their statutory rights. men who are locked up are

not permitted a wash for days on

end,

RIGHTS ERODED

Whilst held as a Remand pris
STRIP SEARCHES

oner in A wing Gerry Dowdall

only gets two hours exercise

every 48 hours at a maximum. Men are not allowed to put

Whilst the British and Irish their hands in their pockets, ?
mle ofdiscipline

formedia are quick to use the term petty example of

'Kangeroo Courts' in regard to the sake of discipline.

Men are strip searched going toRepublican discipline their

silence about the arbitrary
fact that the searches given to

and from visits. This is despite the

behaviour of the prison officers

visitors to the Crumlin Road
in punishing remand prisoners

prison are themost degrading incónspicous. The Northern
ounties.Cell searches areIreland Office it seemns will the

frequent and then the men aretolerate any level of lawlessness

also strip-searched.and brutality in the 6 county

gaols.

to criminalise' the anti.imne
As part of Mason's NEED FOR INQUIRY

ialist struggle in the 6 counties The Remand prisonersare in

the rights and privileges of
general treated worse than convic

Remand prisoners are systemat ted prisoners. The prison officers

icallybeing eroded. The following seem to suit themselves complet

ely and to vary the rules andare examples of what ishappening
erode the prisoners' rights in anto all the Remand prisoners in A
entirely,arbitrary manner. YetWing Crumlin Road.

the Prison Visitors, the elected

PETTY RESTRICTIONS representatives and the profes

The food is insufficientand the
1onal men go along with ths

interval between tea, 3.30 pm.
brutal bullying of defenceles

and breakfast at 8 a.m. „is 16½
men. There isa most prešsing case

hours which
is excessive. Break

for the defence of the human

fast is only a small, helping of
rightsof the prisoners-onremano

cornflakes,tea and bread,

in Crumlin Road and Long

ational
and the

Exercise startson the landing

Amnesty Internati

but smoking by prisoners is not

International Red Cross must

allowed though warders smoke
requested to mount an inquiy

immediately.



THE REAL USA
After

1783 the Americans began expanding Westand South overtheAlachians, to settlethe rich,fertileIndian lands which�s of
the MississippiRiver. Opposing these intruders v

reached to the

tribessuch
as the Shawnees, Iroquois, Miamis, Ottawas, Che

Indian

ahawks,SemiloeS and a nost ot other tribes, their names lond
herokees,

forgotten n tor"Civilisation". Indian warso

periodiected to all the vicesfenthough the INdians wereonce
gin subjecLumbers, scattered throuobs hiteman, they survived in lae
enoug the soil and game

out the lands of the East, on reservat-
jonshad beentaken off them bv thscompared to their own land

so-called Treaty. Eventuallywhis stateof co-existence could not lastlong either.

LOUISIANA PURCHASE

The USA has always tended towards growing being the main and most pros
eritorial expansion. From its very

� couse.Inciden0y slaves
perous mode of product

Grst

gettlers on it has striven to anney
182

territory, both physicallyand econom ident Monroe of the USA prociaimed
icly, until today, when it is still his infamous Monroe Doctrine

stating

trving

to annex the rest of the world that no European power would be
it doesnot alreadycontrol.The term allowed to colonise in the Western

thought

up later to justify this wns Hemisphere. In
effect the ambitious

"Manifest

Destiny by the ruling clique in Washington was
ruling cass

claimed kecping the future colonisationof

they were
ardained by destinyto ule America in its own exclusive

of Amea
(the world also), to interests., Polcy which is still

bee minant race.The first major enforced to-day.nonon a vastscalewas in

THE INDIAN FRONTIERR01 Thomas Jefferson,then Pres

dent, bought Louisianafrom France.

deal is better known as the In the meantimne,in 1829, President
Louisiana Purchase.Louisianacovered Andrew Jackson resolved to

settle

vast tract of land, which stretched the whole question.He recommended
from the Cana�ian border to the Gulf that

all Indians in the East be moved
of Mexico,and it now includes the West beyond the Mississippi River
States of Louisiana, Oklahoma, for "permanent settlement" and

Arkansas,

Missouri, Kansas, lowa.
this became law on May 28th 1830.

C' Montana. But even the
Mississippi was not

far

Nebraska,

Missesota,

lorad

Wyoming, part North enough West as settlers and ranchers
Dakota South Dakota:

nad aready crossed the river and
amount of land which covered 2

ne West bank. Thus the
uarekilometresand cost the

nearly 200 mile Wer
o be moved

IS 15 milion dollars, which worked to

out at brely 7% dollars a square 95th Meridan. Numerous forts
Hlometre.This deal was shrewdly established along this line (which
accomplished by Jefferson,in thathe were to grow over the years)to keep
knew that Napoleon was at war with the Indians in. Meanwhile the gradual
Britain and needed money to finance process of moving the Indians west

his campaigns.Thus, while Napoleon wards was drastically speeded-up,
Bold Louisiana, he also got US neutral owing to the discoveryof gold in the
ity in the war. Appalachians in 1838. The Cherokee

By this one act, the USA doubled Indians were rounded up oft their
its territory which now stretched to reservationsin the middle of winter
the Rocky Mountains. Incduded in and forced to march West. The gold

USA 1783 1848. US fulfils We are serialising a pamphlet

its "Manifest Destin oleon. produced by the RSP collect
Lousana boug ive in Cage 14 Long Kesh

and Pacifie sto
from Spain. Texas

states won inwar.

this territory were the ands of the

out of every four Indiansdied of cold

lustof the whiteswas insatiable. One

Great Plains Indians, whose names
hunger or desease in the Traíl of

linger on today, made immortal by
Tears' as the Cherokees called it.,

their heroicyet tragic, struggl�s to

Almost all the Indians uokeep ther lands, way of life, culture
into

and religion. The tribes' names were Sounonds of the Plain Indianswith all
the Sioux (the most numerous)

theirbelongings.Thus was establishedCheyennes, Arapahoes, Comanches,
the "permanent Indian frontier"butKiowasetc.Although in 1803 theyhad
even this would not prevail for long.more

Next in line was the territory of
Wash

Texas, enviously eyed for its vast
ington would send out their surveyors,

plains and rich mineral resourcesby
miners, and gold-hungry hordes

fortuneseeking adventurists,bankers
streaming in from the East,and in a

and politicians back in Washington.30 yearperiodit would all be over.
But the problem was that Texas was

ANNEXATION &INVASION an integral part of Mexico: so they

resorted to what is termed 'Covert

After thisthe greedy eyes in Washis Opera tions in modern terminology.

ton turned to the South. Jefferson TEXAS & THE ALAMO
wanted to buy Cuba from Spain as
the Southern Stateswanted to incor

In 1819 Moses Austin, a St. Louis
Porate it into their system of slavery,

permission to settle inwhilethe Northern merchants wanted banke nt 300 US
families.ensureand control the sugar and

1829 there were 6,000 livingmolasse
m�ket. But on this occasion

C there. Then the campaign for the

riehetS She saw Cuba as
annexation began. The US tried to

amedheAmenca
and aptly

settle the matter by offering Mexicothe
5 million dollars but Mexico refused

Antilles, The US turned towards the
point blank. Trouble continued as

Missisippi �elta and Florida,which
President Jackson met with Sam

also belonged to Spain and worked
Houston (or "Big Drunk" as theout a very simpleplan where by the
Indians called him) to plan theUS could annex these

territories.

conquest of Texas. In December
US citizens would settle in Spanish

1835, the Texan settlers proclaimed
Territory and after a short period

independence and Mexico
they with the help of the US would

immediately marched
their

to defend
attack the capital and set up a freeand

part of its sovereign state led D)independentState,They would then
General Santa Annask theUS to annex it and prestothey
that the Battle of

Alamo was
would have a new stateto add to the

fought: the Ong for a glorious

�lorifies those who
US. It worked

in partof West Florida
fought ne(how the stateof Mississippi) in 1810,

ideal

to the death.1heynd then the rest of West Florida in in frct fighting fora group of

(now Alabama). But East Wedy wealthy people, firm

ida still remained and the impat
believers in the 'manifest destiny'

ient I

S army invaded it in 1813. They
who had their eyes set on the richDromieeA

d Spain thatthey would with
resources of. Texas, fighting to usurp�raw sho

hortly but they were stu
a part of Mexican soil. The depictionBX years by which tue
of Crockett'sgang as heroes is so thatWas embrot

the US's present youth will do likecolonjesin South America who were

Wise.

In reality what they are really
declaring independence.On February

fighting for is oppression,false ideals22nd 1819 Spain ceded Floridaoverto
and exploitation for the maintenancehe US who promised neutrality In

of a small fabulouslywealthy rulingSpain's
efforts to recover her South

class in the USA.Ameican
colonies. This was how the

After numerous battles Houston'sWas conqueredand added to the
ave states of America. with cotton army, assisted by volunteers

Swiss protest
71

Members of the Swiss Ireland Commit counties. Placards carried demanded accept the followingnote: "We prot

"British troops out of Ireland", est
ainst the inhuman treatmentof

ee protested outside the British

"solidarity withthe fighting prisoners" tne rioned resistence fighteD
embassy in Berne on September 14th.
Before the picket stated the partic while others read "One year of and againstthe attempt to criminalise

struggle against the criminalisation the Irish liberation movem ent...
ipants,some of them in blankets,

marched to the city Centre., where liberation movement
We demand: immediate withdrawal

leaflets were handed out to the

of the

"Northern Ireland:tne e
of British Troops from Ireland,the

seneral public, which explained the staff release
of all prisoner�, and sel -

strugglefor political status in the six called ed the police and refused to
Westmin

determination for the Irish people".

LONGKECH

3AS AIS

defeated Mexico in the Battle of

Jacinto in 1836. Texas was signed
over to Houston and nine years later,

in March 1845, the US annexed
it,

incorporating it into
its growing

territory.

|ManxprotestMEXICHkOVOKED
WITHWAR

The last step in the conquest of

can USa continent was the Mexican
War of 1846-48, a deliberateUS act

of aggression against Mexico by Y charrey
PresidentJames Polk.To show how Your report (22-8-77) about the complaints made by
premeditated the war was we only

Norwegian people against the behaviour of British troopshave to look at General Ulysses S.
encamped there, prompts me to observe that the Isle ofGrant'smemoirs. At the time he was

Mann also provides training and recreational facilities forassigned to the Mexican US

bordershe wrote: H.M.Army at the former wartime base at Jurby.
"we had been sentto proyoke a war, The agressive and sometimes shrugged it off as 'a strong at
but itwas essential thatMexico declare

war first. Thereforeit was necessaryto
obscene behaviour of the troops

in pubs in nearby Ramsey have
tempt at professionalism'.

come within suitable distance for
The past 3 or 4 years has seen a

attack" occasioned complaints by locals

for some years, but when, last
marked increase of British Army

Being thegood obedientGeneralhe activityon the Island, and it has

was he efficiently followed his orders year, 'high spirits' were carried to been strongly rumoured that

PresidentPolkannounced to Coneree such lengths that the notoriously Britain intends to renegotiate a

permanent base in Mann at Jurby.
"Afterrepeated threats, Mexico has conservative Manx press carried

crossed the border �f the US, has reports of the soldiers' miscon (At present the island is used as

invaded our territory, and has shed duct during a night out in the an annual summer camp). In the

our efforts to avoid war. It is a fact
US blood on US soil, in spiteof all town, the (supposedly sufficient) late sixtiesthe Manx parliament

that we are already at war, and that explanation by an army spokes and Whitehall agreed that

should be fullest enMexico is to blame" man was that the soldiers were

Mexico was invaded by the US letting off steam' after the between the two governments
from the North, theUS also marched pressures and stress of serving before defence decisions directly
West through "the permanent INdian

in the six counties. Presum affecting the Isle of Man are made
Frontie and aeHormia thus ably it was thisincident which has but that there should be

Teaching the Pacific. Fierce Mexican led to the dispersal of the troops

over a wider area in the island
special provisions for emergency

advance on Mexico City. The US
resistence practically stopped the US

ever thadonal'
p DOses. How

action:in peace or war and for the

for procedure to be followed where
changed their tactics and bombarded is growing resent agreement cannot be reachedVera Crus in the Gulf of Mexico.

ment that lettingoff six counties between the two governments."south of the Mexican capitol while
steam should- provide carte10,000 soldiers under General (Publication by Govt. buildings

Winfield Scott landed on the Gulf. blanche for undisciplined or I.0.M.). With this agreement the
On September 13th 1847 they reached obnoxious behaviour here. That Manx government abrogated its
and attacked Mexico City which fell to

service in Ireland can be used as responsibilityand allowed Britainthem, On February 2nd 1848, after
an excuse for almost any variety use of the island as it pleased.the end of the war, the US imposed

of misconduct was highlighted bythe infamous Guadalpe-HidalgoTreaty Obviously, once established the'
on Mexico, by which MeMCo lOst more the English judiciaryin the recent British forces will be difficultto

han
he teritory

haif of
Grenadier Guard rape case. It is expel to say the least, and the

Mexico's original size. This territory becoming increasingly clear to autonomy of yet another Celtic

now includesCalifornia,Arizona,New Manx people thata similarreason nation, in this case Mann, will

Weakened.
Mexico, Nevada, Utah, parto ing applies to soldiers when in be furhter
Colorado. It also includedtheApaches, their country. Resistance to further British
Navahos,4 Paiutes, Utes,Modocs,

encroachments on Manx autoMOhaves, Nez Percesand Yuma indian

nomy, of which the Army'stribes.

The objectives had been ach move is the prime example, whilst

ieved.The Western US border had not widespread amongst the

stretched over the Rocky Moun-THE EDITOR largely anglicised Manx public, is

tains and had finallyreached the

THE
editoa

at least in evidence, as witness by
Pacific.Its land mass now reached

from the Atlantic to the Pacific STARR
yP�

the Manx delegation's concern

over the military base, which was

and from the Canadian border to

the Rio Grande. In 1867 with
expressed at the conference of the

In june this year another incident
Celtic League in August in Corn

the purchase of Alaska from
Russia, US territorial expansion was reported in the local press,

wall: though it

of four M
De said that

lond wOuld come to
this time of a more serious nature. newspapers

an end. Its area was now three
on the mainland

Whilst on excercise on the out
informed of this display of nat

skirts of Douglas a number of

ional feeling in an 'international'

and a half million square miles,
troops 'interrogated' a party of

arena, only one thought it news
five times largerthan the original

high-school girls at gunpoint;
worthy.

13 stateson the Eastern seaboard,

woman soldier searched the girls
Lhiats,

It

was time to settle internal

bags. At one stage the girls were
Patricia Bridson.

matters, to resolve the contra

spreadeagled on the grass (at Bell Cottage,
dictions existing in the US, The

gunpoint) and grilled' tby the. Derby Road,
time was coming for Civil War,

Territorials. A spokesman later Peel,
industrial expansion, immig

'regretted the incident and Mannin (Isleof Man),
rationand Indian extermination.



IRSP TRIAL FIXED
IRSP at London

prisoners' meting

FOLLOWING COURT
A meeting in London, Sept.23r
last organised by the Prisoner
Welfare Committee was well

SP Ard Chomhaire
tended and IRSPA

member Miriam Daly spoke at the
meeting on behalf of the Belf

THE
STARRY PROTEST

based RelativesAction Committe

PLOUGH
and on behalf of the Kildarect

Defence Commitee. There wer
also speakers from the People
Against the Prevention of Teror.

Following outburst by IRSP men 8th last but postponed due to a
ism Act, (Bob Churchíll),and

in the Special Criminal Court a back log of cases. Pre
the Inkernational Tribunal on

work
trial has been set for the cedence is given to cases where

Britain'sCrimes Against the Irih

KILDARE SIX TRIAL which defendants are in custody and as
People (Gerry Fitzpatrick).

followed the arrest of over 40 the IRSP men are on bail their
"If present trends continue"

says Miriam Daly when
IRSP members and supporters in case could be put back again if n speaking

April 1976. At the time nine were numerous cases arise between
on political status"there will be

AND severely tortured and six charged now and January. However, only
300 people fighting for

political

with the robbery of a mail train the outburst at the court appear
status by Christmas. This isi

in Co. Kidare, the
oetroy, Four

t robbery ance on September 20th forced
battle we can win and we are

in

TheSTARRY PLOUGH, published
of its kind Irish

a date from the court, who
fact winning it. The way forward

monthly, covers lIrish economic, of those charged can prove that wanted to remand the case until
is being shown by 197 young men

political and cultural affairs while
statements they signed were Oct. without givinga date for the

in Long Kesh who are 'on the

also giving some foreign coverage.
dictated by gardai after severe

trial.

blanket' and the 14 women

It represents the views of the Irish
torture. protesting in Armagh jail".

Republican Socialist Party. It has
The case was thrown out Speaking on the framing

of

outlets in Europe and America as
court in December "76 because All the defendents, allongwith

IRSP members by the coalition

well as in Ireland. An annual the state would not produce any another five IRSP men,are taking and the forthcoming Kildare Six

subscription is available for only
evidence but a few weeks later proceedings against the gardai and trial (this page and page one)

four of the original six were the state for false arrest, false
Miriam Daly said it was "an

example£2,20 (Ireland); £2.70 (Europe): arrested and re-charged with the imprisonment and assault. These
e of an attempt to lash all

and $6 (United States). robbery. Since then there have cases cannot be heard until the oppOsition to the coalitionpol

Make sure you are getting the nevws been continuous remands despite train case is over. The IRSP is
icies. The present continuous

from a republican socialist point of the fact that the IRSP men confident of a victory in both remand, imiting liberty,with all

view by ordering your copies from demanded an immediate trial. cases. Their allegations featured
its drawbacks, is being deliberat

34 Upper Gardine: Street, Dublin 1. The date set for the trial i prominently in the recent Am
ely done to harass the innocent

January but means little as nesty findings and the RTE
IRSP men. Although a date has

a similar date was set for June Politicsprogramme.
been set for the trial it, in effect,

means nothing as preference is

In another instance Mr. Stagg

given to custody cases.The entire

Superintendent had explained frame up, now being continued
that sit-down protests were a

told us how evidence was given by Fianna Fail, is a clearcase of

ICRA to appeal sentences

common form of protest, espec by a garda that they were called political victimisation".
ially by housewives to which "pigs and bastards" but Justice

jected "so is housebreaking".

Justice O'hUadhaigh had inter O'hUadhaigh had wrongly MAN KIDNAPPED IN

The Irish Civil Rights Assoc
onstrators and onlookers

attributed these remarks to a BELFAST
Mr. told us "when I was t. something

clai gardai used unnec my function at the
particualr defendent, That weekend also saw a picket

sentences and fines imposed by

iation (1CRA) is to appeal eight asked that was not stated in any evid outside Paddington Green Police
essary violance and photographs protest was I replied that I was ence. Station in London against the

District Justice OhUadhaigh in subsequently published showed a responsiblefor preparing Our attention was also drawn kidnapping of Dicky Glenholmes
the Dublin District Court on

peaceful demonstrator.

Special Branchman kicking a placards, ensuring a professional to the fact that an onlooker from the Short Strand in Belfast

September 15th. The case arose photographer was present and charged with assaulting a garda by Britishtroops. He was flown to
after gardai arrested ICRA Mr. Joe Stagg, Chairman of addressing the march and on had the case him thrown Paddington- Green and held

demonstrators during a sit-down ICRA, told the Starry Plough that lookers through a loud hailer. out while an ICRA member on a incumunicado by the Bomb
protest at the top of Grafton they intended to appeal the this instance I also looked lesser charge of resisting arrest Squad and released after seven

Street on August 6th last. The court's verdicts. "It was not a fair after the injured. Justice 0 was sentenced to three months, days detention. No charges were
sit-down followed a refusal by trial" he said "and showed very hUadhaigh in his summing up This will not put us off our preferred.
gardai to allow the ICRA to clear bias in favour of the gardai". tried to portray the demon programme" said Mr. Stagg who Holmes is involved in political

march down Grafton Street The case had been accompanied stration as being geared to said the appeal to 'the Circuit action in Belfast and served the

during an amnesty-for-political by "numerous sarcasticremarks" violence by quoting as evidence Court could take anything up to longest period of internment. He De
prisoners amrch. Many of the by Justice o'hUadhaigh who had that I had said that I was there to a year and a half. had no connection with England,

misquoted evidence out of assistthe injured and that there family or friend wise, and the T

FOYLE FISHERIES:
context" said Mr. Stagg. Giving fore that violence was premed case is seen as a pure case of

one example he told us how a itated, This is not what I said"
harassment.

S terms ofThe British Army's
refer

ence in their

JOIN THE IRSP
role in Ireland has recently he

extended to includewithin its scope
bailiff duties on the Lough Foyle
estuary This situation arose when

the British Army arrested a number

of local fishermen (trying to earn :
decent iving from the Lough as

FERMANAGH, Co. DERRY: Contact IRSP,they and theirancestorshad tradit

ionally done) under the notorious
ANTRIM,

The aimof the I.R.S.P.is to establisha

Emergency Provisions Act. They
TYRONE, DOWN & 8 Chamberlain Street, Derry

were ostensiblyarrested as a measure ARMAGH: Contact national 32 Coonty Democratic Socialist City.

to prevent terrorism i.e. British headquarters, Dublin. Republic with the working clas in

terminology for any opposition to control of the means of production,
ENGLAND: Contact Londontheirimperialistrule in Ireland. The distributionand exchange.

real pu�0Se of the arrest.was to Support Group, Box 6, 182
protect the interestsof that small

minority of unscrupulous exploiters CARLOW: Contact Michael Upper Street, London N.I.

who own the major fishing rightsin Aherne, 7 Royal Oak Road, I wnt to join

and export the wealth acquired
country and who regularly cream Muine Bheag, ENNIS: Contact Patrick

thre

their

action D
position.By

teastafonn ballcafochtuaim Kennelley, 26 Corrovin Green.

clearly shown that their armed Ainm (Name) LIMERICK: Contact John
presence is solely to maintain the

Gilligin, 143 O'Malley Park.dominent economic class as repres
DUBLIN/WICKLOW: Contactented by the small band of industrial

Seoladh (Addres)ists and Landowners in power national headquarters, 34 Upr. SHANNON: Contact StellaConsequently the unfortunate
Gardiner Street, Dublin 2.

Makowski, 16 Traderee Court.fisherment were charged before a

Tel: 721175.magistratein Derry and fined £400
daringto takewhat was rightfully

theirs.


