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SANCTION FOR

TORTURE— GARDAL

What RTE censored. in its Politics programme (Friday Sept. 23rd) on

garda torture is more important than what the

programme broadcast.

‘ The evidence they had concerned proof that a deliberate attempt had
been made to smash the IRSP as a political party by framing its
members and that this scheme had very high authority, most likely to

Ministerial level.

The interview given by IRSP man

Noel Doyle was not broadcast

. in full. The remainder of his

inerview, it seems was t0o hot

0 handle by RTE. RTE let

Doyle give an account of the

“‘nuh(y perpetrated  against

im but not the reasons. In the

part, of the interview not

roadeasted Doyle specifically

| ‘:ummnml that his torturers

| ;M stated that they desperat-

y wanted *something on that

nan - Costello™. referring 10

l Seamus* Costello, IRSP Cath-

ileach, who at the time was

260 interrogated in a Dublin

' sardy Station. The  delectives

| made i1 ¢lear to Doyle that

| < Y had permission. from

1 : gh suthorjty™ to carry oul
Y
)

ings. When l)uylu

I them “what duthority”
didn't unswer. They
atedly maintained that

| Y would smash the Irish
)‘[""h.m Socialist Party, @
#ilregistered political party.

|\«
y

e 350 threatened to- burn

very “"unm Starry Plough

e he was selling them.

S —

Again

SAME ADMISSIONS

These admissions on the part
of Doyle's torturers were not
mere threats being used for
psychological  reasons. It is
too much of a coincidence that
the same admissions were made
at approximately the same
time to IRSP men in different
Dublin Garda Stations. by
different gardai.
the detectives admitting
that they “wanted’ something
on that man Costello™ is signif-
jcant at a* time when the
Director of Public Prosecutions.
was refusing repeated demands
from Edward Garvey, Garda
Commissioner, to have Costello
charged.
IRSP  TRIAL LONGEST IN
HISTORY %

During the entire programme no
mention was made of the
_Kildare Train robbery which
after the Reynolds- -Mrray case
became the first major case
where torture was used on 4
wide scale.  The forthcoming
RSP trial in January 15

expected ‘to be the longest in
Irish history and extremely
important from various legal
judgements that are expected
to be made. Yet no mention
of the trial, of the robbery, or
of the torture of eight others
was made during the program-
me. Photographs clearly

showing the results of torture
were offered to RTE who
refused them, despite their
authenticity being previously
accepted by the Irish Times

and the Irish Press.

IRELAND'S WATERGATE,
Torture there was, make no
mistake about it. That was

clear even before the RTE
programme.  But what was
not clear is that the tor-
tures were not isolated incid-
ints confined to a few gardai.
It was official policy, implem-
ented to its full logical con-
clusion by the deliberate

attempt to smash the IRSP
through false allegations, def-
amation, frame-ups and torture.
This is the story that Noel
Doyle was ‘not allowed tell
the Irish people on RTE.

The IRSP believe that nothing
short of a full independent,
IYI'I[‘xlllldl lllqlllfy can answer
the questions as to who or-
ganised, approved and part-
.icipated in the torture cam-
paign of the ‘heavy gang’.
The facts, when revealed, could
be as important as Watergate.




Socialist view of the econom
and in Part Three deal wit
Monetary and Financial Polic

Practiti of " have

i to make their discipline

obstuse and jargon-ridden. They have given ordinary people the idea that
it is a difficult and mysterious science, which deals with profound object-
ive realities which are discoverable only by a certain kind of mind. These
realities allegedly have nothing to do with human life or human decis-
ions; they concern trends, fluctuations, cycles, market forces etc. In

actual fact, economics is simply the

description and prediction of certain

facts, on the basis of certain key decisions about the production, distrib-

ution and exchange of wealth.

It used to be known as “the dismas science”. That is because its “laws’
all seemed to predict doom for the poor and wage-earners. Such were the
calculations of Malthus, that to improve the lot of the poor would only
make more of them die more miserably; and the ‘iron law of wages’, that
rising wages would cut ‘real’ living standards. That one is still with us in
full force today; it is all we hear from politicians, churchmen and many
trade union leaders in every capitalist country, including Britain and
Ireland, calling for responsibility in wage demands. It is not economics
but capitalism that is dismal. We do not have to live by capitalist econ-
omics. We can live by socialist economics — from each according to his
ability, to each according to his need.

and

nt can be predi

But only because they

are a vital part of the capitalist structure. The following article shows

how, by political d the

of imperialist subjug-

ation under Britain was maintained by the Irish Free State, and two
generations of poverty and emigration forced on its citizens. The Key
decision was maintaining the link with sterling.

The Treaty Settlement of 1921
conceded in theory full fis-
cal and financial autonomy to the
26 counties. As we showed in the
last section however Britain used
Jler position as the virtual mon-
opoly market for Ireland’s
xports to crush any attempt by
~ Dublin governments to pursue
an independent economic policy.
Nowhere was this more evident
then in the monetary and banking
field, where informal control or
working through West Briton and
native gombeen eclements was
quite sufficient to ensure that
even that limited amount of
independence permitted under
the Treaty was not used in the
interest of the Irish people.
Fiscal and financial autonomy
means that the government can
| “follow any taxation, trade and
banking policy it pleases. It can
create and control its own money
and make any laws.it likes in
relation to the economy. The
Currency Commission printed
Free State bank-notes with the
beautifly Lady Lavery’s head
on them and minted a new
coinage on which good images
of Ireland’s wealth-producing
animals replaced the wooden
faces of Britain’s monarchs but
the sub wa h d

This is the fundamental explan-"
ation of the stagnation of the Irish

and the p e of
emigration and unemployment.
INFLATION CAUSED
EMIGRATION

But in  the meantime Britains’
economic power was declining in
relation to the United States to
which she bore the relationship
of a satellite state. By the 1950’s
this had become obvious yet
Ireland’s people continued to
flow into lowly paid, undesir-,
able jobs in Britain because she
had a temporary need of cheap
labour. The mechanism by which
Irish workers were conned into
emigration was inflation.

WAGE DEMANDS NOT
CAUSE OF INFLATION

Inflation simply means a fall
in the value of money which
means that prices rise in a way
that is . not fundamentally
connected with a change in.the
conditions of demand or supply
of goods and labour. It can only
be caused by the supply of money
being greater than the supply of
goods and services that is by

pulation by bank-

S
Every Irish note ¢ ould be freely
exchanged for a British note
every Irish shilling circulated with
exactly the same”specie content
as an English shilling. All Ireland’s
massive financial were

Y4
ers and financiers in collusion
with  the - political authority.
Inflation is not a problem in
socialist countries for this reason.
As Ireland has never pursued an
ind dent y policy she

held in London and Ireland’ s

! monetary policy, interest rates,
¥ and, the volume of credit

continued to be controlled in

3 London. The Banking Com-

i mission which sat from 1932 to

i 1938 reported in. favour of

¢ continuing this servile relationship

i to, British economic imperialism

% and a Central Bank was not

created even on paper until 1946.

has been at the mercy of inflat-
ionary trends in Britain and
imports her inflation. Because of
the structure of the Irish economy
inflation is always rather worse in
Ireland. This has nothing to do
with wage demands in Ireland or
Lhe‘l_eve] of social security but has
everything to do with the failure
of successive Irish governments to

make a correct analysis of

Ireland’s fundamental economic
problems and to exert the sover-
eign powers of the Irish state in
the material interest of the Irish
people.

TRICK TO REDUCE OUR
WAGES

Their profits increase in geom-
etric proportion. Inflation is the
great modern device for robbing
workers of the real value of their
wages and pushing through in a
painless uncontested way a re-
distribution of National Wealth
in favour of property owners and
speculators. Meantime the Great
Lie is peddled in the media and
the institutes of higher education
that it is the workers who push
up wages. Even the bishops join
in asking the workers to exercise
“responsibility”!

The inflation, which has be&lan
evident  since 1950, with its
accompanying price rises and fall
in the value of money has reacl:f‘d
i roportions  since e
%I;%]‘s p‘[‘l?is has the added
advantage of bewildering people,
helping them to make hyp@denl
decisions such as submitting to
being over-charged for' goods, and
hiding from the working-class thf-:
grim truth that in real terms their
share of the national wealth is
declining. It also exposes peoplﬁ
to manipulation by ‘experts
who mask the truth in carefully
learned economic jargon and
disguise the appalling simple
reality in elaborate equations.

Inflation is always in the
interest of property —owners.
Capitalists, manufacturers and
producers always sell their goods
dearer than the imputs cost as
long as prices continue to rise.

Prices se becauge th
of money is increaseg -;‘“Pply
sure that only the Wor 0 mag,
in Ireland and Britaj, cuk”‘l! Clay,
their standard of }jy; lb,“kon
terms the fall jp 'h:'g Ny
sterling is reflecteq int e o
the amount of forejgy all i
buys. Only Irelanq ofc“"enq.y
Common Market co“m;“ the
continues to subsidise Bmt.' sty
other members of the L Al

Market can at least t, COm:M“

goods  cheaply. Thql:l};hamﬁh

national wealth has begy ; O
ing at a faster rate thap &
all this has been used iy
Britain’s economic decay ang

- no government js Prepareg
push ahead with breaking th L
with sterling though noy, ¢l
growing number of “acyq,”t 3
economists admit that this
first realistic step towards ;ol"-I
the problem of chronic unem Ym‘
ment. Ployi

t0 pro u.
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The break with Sterling

Would a basis for Irish pros-
perity be laid by the decision to
break the link with sterling now?

Yes — but only on the basis of an -
all-Ireland economy. That is the
key importance of partition to
Britain — that is why Britain sends
its army into our country to supp-
ress the attempt at national auto.-
nomy. Partition is still performing
today the function it was designed

fo
Irish people, economically
as politically, socially
ally. Real freedom is

on the basis of a six
twenty
political  and the

struggle are indivisible
total  political und‘
revolution in Irelang
people the ability
tively and
labour froy

can give Irish

defend the frui of theis
M imperialism.

r — to divide and weaken the
as'well
d cultur- §
impossible
s county or a
SIX county state. The
economic
and only a
economic

fo work produc-

operates to re-distribute incom
favour of the property-owning
class despite gestures towar’
raising wages, pensions,
security benefits etc. Econo
imperialism is thekey to expli }
ing why wealth in Ireland §
concentrated in fewer hands th
in- the United Kingdom or in i
United States, more 0
capitalist states.

IRELAND’S MONETA
SYSTEM b

PROPPING UP BRIT

The Irish monetary %
banking system is the means o
which Britain retains econom®
control of Ireland. The supply &
money which determines inVet
ment levels, prices, etc. is fixed!
suit Britain’s economic needs. I#
principal banks are owned nd
controlled by West Britons ¥
profits are never disclosed bit?
never less than 10%. If BA g
goes bankrupt so does ¢
irrespective .of her real econ?”’
strength. In this way all
wealth of Ireland has beet =0
by the monetary in!,erf’“'
advance Britain’s economi®
ests or rather to prop up her 7%
economy. * Vi

There was no need for ‘h" 2
to have been the case-
one hundred years Irela®
been a creditor nation,
more investments or 85515
than- she owed. The ™
“poverty-stricken [nlxﬂ‘?”l
a British invention t0 €% ;
real extent of her ind® o
to Ireland. In the short 7,
has been changed but ¢ P1og
drain . of interest and

abroad has replaced it




A year of Mason

pOLITICAL STATUS q

The British policy. on the political status issue is manifesting its contra-
dictions more glaringly every .dny. At the time of the Feakle truce with
the Provisional IRA, Rees pointed out ad nauseam that internment was
110 longer appropriate, as there was no armed insurrection; that what was
eft was crimin; " g.ang warfare, seétarian violence, and common mur-
der (into which the killing of RUC fitted). The appropriate way to deal

with this was through the police and the courts. In effect, the situation
was more or less akin to the Chicago of the roaring twenties. There was
talk of drinking dens, massive fraud of taxpayers’ money. There were
(antalising hints at two million pound swindles of Northern Ireland
Housing Executive money by the Provisionals; Mrs. Jill Knight the Tory
MP. from Birmingham has embarrassed the British government by
demanding that these propaganda hints be logically followed up with

prosecutions.
'

CONTRADICTIONS

But instead of behaving as they do in criminal cases in their own coun-
try, the British treated the drive against Republicans like a military
OI;emtion. A weekly body count of ‘*Criminals” put behind bars was
celebrated at a joint security press conference in Stormont Castle, where
the executive, police, judicial and ‘military  organs- of ithe repressive
state machine were openly. paraded as being in collusi ‘(Gradually,
as they were no longer needed, some loyalists as well as Republicans
could be mopped up). “The books had to be closed™on the “unsolved
crimes” and anybody would do; so torture was used to ‘obtain con-
fessions, which were then accepted by the single judge, no-jury Dip-
lock Courts, where unidentified witnesses gave ‘evidénce' from behind
curtains, This is not criminal procedure.: - 2R

RESISTANCE

But the turning point in the exposure of the contradictions in British
policy came when Kieran Nugent; a Provisional | prisoner, refused to
accept the badges of criminal status, prison uniform and prison work.
Savage punitive measures followed on Kieran and those who followed
him — solitary confinement, no clothes allowed, no mattress or bedding.
no washing or shaving, no visits or letters, no books, no leaving the cell
for toilet purposes. These “punishments” were means of humiliation
and degradation, and the effect of such deprivation was akin to the
effects of sensory deprivation in Palace Barracks. But the morale of the
young people resisting criminalisation was high — as when'Kieran Nugent
sent out the message “They’ll have to nail the prison gear to my back’’.
by the anniversary of Kieran Nugent’s refusal there were 197 men and

2
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women refusing criminalisation. Of these, Connolly: Brady from Derry '

was the first IRSP prisoner “on the blanket” just before Christmas
1976 — he was brutally and repeatedly beaten if his cell, as were many
of the others. He was followed by fourteen other IRSP prisoners. By
Christmas 1977 if things confinue as at present there will be 360 or
more ‘“on the blanket”, The last vestige of pretence that Mason is
dealing with a mass outbreak of common crime will be ended.

Already there are signs that the British have lost. The Belfast rev-
iew ‘Fortnight’ on 16th September carried as its main feature an
article arguing that the treatment of the prisoners “on the blanket” is
morally and legally wrong and . “‘inhuman and degrading”, — besides
being counter-productive. The editorial also calls this “law and order”
attempt at a “final solution™ a dangerous illusion.'A UTV ‘This Week'

L NO AMNESTY LONG KESH LETTER I
- They were there from far and near; After eating and drinking his fill
g , Strand Derry, Roy Mason addressed the gathering.

As usual he praised his trusted and
loyal objects, assured them of the
imminent defeat of “terrorism”,
accompanied by other inspired
platitudes. The: objects occasionally
clapped him in the controlled and
cultured way reserved mainly for
Royalty and important figures. At

and Omagh police barracks to

i‘ma a few. Ken Newman, Chief of

HRA Merlyn- Rees. A pa;

Igratulations and back slapping. Gl O b
% euphoria.

m"‘;‘:ﬂu of the night. N":‘ Encouraged by this reception and

S they so m:‘ch to n.: with the audience in differing stages

g 310 G b gy L oton, oy st

ky x crescendo  Of s r ere

murders of Paul Willidms a will be no amnesty” he sternly

the room. 2

His audience were now in diffe-
rent modes of thought. Some
thought if only everyone was like
Roy, life would be a lot easier and
we wouldn’t have to live in fear

new prisons and
Tesulting emp’loymem — all the
narks of success in a police

declared. The echo of approval filled  *

a’h

—
e

A

THIS is the- first anniversary of Roy
Mason’s arrival in Belfast and of Ciaran
Nugent’s rejection of criminal status.
The complacency being shown by Roy
Mason is a bad case of the emporor’s
clothes, He has little ground for
self congratulation after one year in
Belfast. He has strengthened the pol-
itical position of the Loyalists and has
encouraged them to defy reason. He
has brought the attitudes of his
previous Ministry of Defence to the
situation, and has capitualted to the
Loyalist pressure for more repression.
His bland assurances that there will be
“more SAS type activity” show what
we can expect from what Paddy
Devlin calls “social democracy™.

But the clearest grounds for self
doubt on Roy Mason’s part is the
failure of his attempt over the past

)
programme " has also examined lhe_'coudiliom i
effect has been to make people call

into question.

As an IRSP statement put it “This

TURF LODGE

year to criminalise the Irish Repub-
lican and Socialist resistance. 190
victims of ‘British Justice’ have
defied the British plan to impose
criminal status on those who are
fighting the antiimperialist struggle.
As the scandalous Diplock ‘courts’
sentence hundreds of young people
to terms of 20 and 30 years on the
basis of statements signed under
torture, the pretence that this is
due to mass criminal activity
becomes thinner and thinner. This
is one that Roy Mason cannot win.
The above Press release was issued
to all the national media in Dublin
and to the Irish News, UTV and
Andersonstown News in Belfast.
Only the Andersonstown News
carried the statement.

is one that Mason cannot win”.

H_Block, and its
the British' gdvem"niem‘s attitudes

It is no coincidence that the area’where .popular protest against the
criminalisation policy  is strongest, Turf Lodge, is also the area where
repression is hardest, and also the area’ where successful popular resis-
tance to the British Army is at its highest, — where “Brits Out’} demon-
strations are most spontaneous and' vociferous. The H Block protests
are inextricably linked with the Brits Out movement, because both are

expressions of a high degree of anti-imperialist awareness, determination

and solidarity.

continually. Others, who had been
attending  this  function  for
several years, realised what was
happening: Roy was only doing his
routine duty, lifting their flagging
morale. The emotional types .
thought what a pity these cruiser-
weights ‘cannot perform in public
instead of the back rooms of such
places as Castlereagh and Strand"
Road Derry and couldn’t understand
why people taken to such places
didn’t always appreciate the talents
of the cruisers, .

Boxing, in the Castlereagh sense,
is a healthy sport, taking skill, speed
and fitness to participate success-
fully, In recent times it has become

very popular amongst the ruling
- classes in Ireland and as a result we
have many famous ‘promoters’.
arotind, none more so than Cooney,
Cosgravé, O'Brien and Garvey in tie
south and Mason and Newman in the
North, all household names. Little
wonder there is an annual influx of

bering for places on overcrowded
ships and boats in fear of their
lives, Would the same ever happen

here? 1 believe it will but Roy
‘assures’ us differently, regularly
claiming that militant republican

resistence is “almost defeated’. The
reality is that ‘almost’ will never
become “is

The struggle for national liber-
ation will continue and gain mom-
entum as the lIrish people, and
especially the working class, become
more aware, They will realise they
have nothing to lose and all to gain.

It is now history that the Viet
Cong defeated the greatest imper-
ial power on earth, It is inevitable
that we in Ireland will repeat that
feat against a weaker imperial
power — Britain.

We in Long Kesh and other
prisons find Ives impri d

RSP
woman
held

The IRSP issued a press release
condemning the arrest of Ard
Chomhairle member MIRIAM
DALY from her Andersonstown
home on Monday September 19th
Only the Irish news carried parts
of the statement which was
ignored by all the Irish media
and UTV.: Similarly a press
release issued at the time of the
leaked report concerning the
amnesty  findings on  garda
tortures was ignored by all the
media, North and South.

Miriam Daly’s arrest comes
one month after the arrest of her
husband and following the
wanton vandalism of their house
during a ‘search operation’ by
British Troops. Their threat not
to leave the Dalys alone has been
put into practice.

Miriam was taken to Fort
Monagh in Turf Lodge by British
soldiers who charged her with
“withholding information”. RUC
Detectives who questioned her
during her detention did not
proceed with the charge. Miriam
Daly is an active member of the
Relatives Action Committee in
Belfast.

Mourne
men

defy
EEG

EEC bureaucracy is responsible
for unemployment amongst other
things as in the case of the Mourne
fishermen, The ‘Mountainfoot men’
as they are known locally have been
fishing the immediate area off that
part of the coast of Co. Down for the
past 200 years and their method of
fishing (drift netting) has ensured
that only mature fish were caught to
ensure a future for the livelihood of
the fishermen involved, with only
510 tons caught every two weeks.
The EEC banned all herring fishing
in the area without any thought for
the livihood of the fishermen
involved, their jobs wiped out by the
stroke of a bureaucratic pen.

®
which res-

for resisting imperialism but our
minds are still free and our
i to rid this island of

medals to our ights: MBEs,
CBEs, OBEs, etc, It seems this
influx is guaranteed as long as Brit-
ain remains in Ireland. §

Cross border ‘co-operation’ was
never better than when the coal-
ition were all K.O.ed. It seems likely
that the Irish electorate didn’t under-
stand or appreciate the finer skills
ang crafts of our “boxing” prom-
oters in spite of Conor Cruise’s
attempts at rewriting Irish history.
" Will there ever be an
for Roy, his ‘security forces’ or
their collaboratars? Somehow I °
doubt.it. My mind wanders to scenes
from Vietnam: collaborators clam-

the scourges of imperialism was
never stronger and will continue
to grow. Regarding amnesties
and concessions, we do not
expect such from imperialists,
Any rights we have we fought
for. We do not pine or worry
about such issues but contént
ourselves in the knowledge that
one day we will be free again to
carry on more ably the struggle
for national liberation.

One fact is assured: there will
be no amnesty for British imper-
ialism nor for those who continue
to support it in this country.

g

ulted in no change in EEC policy the
fishermen decided to continue fishing
the area and on Sunday September
18th they began a fishin with the
support of Dublin trawlers. The
British Navy ignored the local boats
but arrested the Dublin boats. The
latest we hear is that pressure is being
brought to bear on the Mountainfoot
men to wait-andsee and enter into
more fruitless discussions and that
someday in the future the EEC
might decide to lift the ban. The
IRSP fully support these fishermen
and urge them to implement their
original decision and to continue
fishing the area. Otherwise their
case will be considerably weakened.




The cultural struggle is an integral part of IRSP poli is'i i

il ri ’ policy and one aspect of this is the Irish
language and the civil right to use it with the state. We asked Segn Mac Mathuna, who
heads Conradh na Gaeilge’s Rights Bureau to explain the work of the Bureau.

Rights Bureau in action

On the 10th of November 1976 Conradh na Gacilge announ-
ced that it was setting up An Rannog Chearta (The Rights’
Bureau) to deal with ‘the complaints of people who have
found difficulty, been delayed or even insulted while trying
1o deal with departments .or .offices of the state in Irish.”

The Rights’ Bureau'is at the core of the Conradh’s cam
paign to ensure that speakers of Irish will have the same
rights as speakers of English. This campaign is also designed
to actively promote the use of Irish by members of the
public in their official dealings with the state — a major
increase in such usage will be achieved only when the state
makes the facilities to use Irish available to all. This will be
done by the provision and display. of bilingual forms and by
ensuring that all public employees dealing with the public
are enabled to attend courses to ensure that they have an

adequate knowledge of Irish.

OVER 80 CASES

_ Singe its inception, An Rannog
Chearta“has ' Jealt with over 80
complaints. The Bureau received
complaints regarding the follow-
ing sections of the public™ ser-
vices and other bodies:

The Departments of Health,

Finance, Social Welfare, Justice
the Public Service, Posts and
Telegraphs, Labour: Cork and

FIANNA FAIL BAGK SOME IRSP GLAIMS

work in Ireland. .

Dr. O’Donoghue showed ° that
Fianna Fail have no answer to
unemployment, just as their pre-
decessors did not, when he was
addressing a Dublin Chamber of
Commerce luncheon on Sep-
tember 15 last. He admitted that
he was uncertain what the unem-
ployment figures will be in 1978
“since there are many unoertain-
ties about next year. Some relate
to factors outside our control,

such as the trend of world econ-

omic activity”! While this is
somewhat ture, “world economic

activity” and such like phrases .-

have become the escape clauses
for incompetant governments and
Fianna Fail it seems is about to
repeat the performance.

The truth of the matter is that
Ireland has all the resources to
combat- unemployment  and
eradicate it — if the correct
economic system is applied. While
“world  economic activity”
influences all economies, those
that pander to these influences

Dublin. County Councils; Cork,
Dublin, Dun Laoghaire and
Galway Corporations; the
Catholic Hierarchy; the E.S.B.
the Health Education Bureaus,
_Allied Irish Banks; the Eastern
“Health Board; the Maze Prison;
the V.H.l.; An Garda Siochana;
the P.M.P.A. eto.

THE SCOPEof the Bureau’s work’
is no doubt indicated by the

above crosssection of agencies to
whom representations were made.
The Revenye Commissioners tops
the league of complaints but has
also satisfactorily dealt with all
the complaints made against them
(i.e. complaints made regarding
Irish; not regarding taxation!).
All but five of the complaints
received have been resolved satis-
factorily. Another twenty'com-
plaints are at various stages of
being processed and dealt with.

WHAT YOU CAN DO ,

An Rannog Chearta is run under
the - auspices of the Fochoiste
Cearta (the National Executive’s
Sub-Committee on Rights). The

- Fochaiste Cearta is at present

preparing for publication'abook-
let which will detail the various
services  which are available
through the Irish' language. The
fochoiste is particularly* urging
people 2

(i) who have bank or savings bank

accounts to use cheque/deposit

books in Irish;

to make operator-
phone calls through Iris| \
(iii) to fill in the Irish, versions of
driving license” and: car tax
forms.

NO IRISH IN IRISH -

(ii)

: PRISONS

ANOTHER AREA which is rec-

eiving close attention by the:

fochoiste is the lack of facilities
for learning and using Irish in
prisons in the twenty-six coun-
ties, The fochoiste’ is in the

* process of compiling information

on the situation in" prisons here

" and’in the six counties and will

shortly’ highlight the appalling
situation - which now exists
whereby prisoners ~ in the six
counties have access to Irish-
language  courses but prisoners

in the twenty-six counties are

denied similar access.

* The fochoiste  has -published
the . Conradh’s
Rights (in-both Irish and English)
and has also published A Bill of

" Rights for ;the Irish Language

(Bille Cearta don' Ghaeilge) which
specifies the legal steps which
must be implemented to ensure

that ‘the. rights of Irish speakers

are safeguarded. (Copies of both
these documents may be had by
writing to Conradh na Gaeilge,
6 Sraid Fhearchair, Baile Atha
Cliath 2.).

ON UNEMPLOYMENT

The Minister for Economic Planning and Development, Dr. Martin
0O’Donoghue has admitted that unemployment is well in excess of the
officially registered total of 109,000. The IRSP have been claiming for
the past three years that official statistics were deliberately falsifying the
unemployment figures in Ireland, North and South. We have consistently
claimed that unemployment was over the 200,000 mark during the peak
of unemployment last year but that it still remained at 160,000 — which
is 51,000 higher than the official figure. This figure deals only with the
26 Counties. Even accepting the unemployment figures issued by the
Northern Ireland Office it means a staggering 227,000 people are out of

and its false markets come off
worse. On the other hand those
that steer as independent a
course as possible, taking into
account the real needs of the
society it purports to serve, fare
much better. Fianna Fail are still
intent on pursuing the disastrous
capitalist economics which, in
turn, ensures unemployment will
be with us for a long time to
come. Private enterprise is still
the main thrust of the economy
which refuses to acknowledge
the real needs of Irish society,
such as full employment.

In agriculture private enterprise
allows a small minority of large
ranchers and farmers to maximise
their personal profits. Rather than
ensuring the maximum scientific

Dr. Martin O’Donoghue,

& Wrong economics,
bad planning and

underdevelopment.

Feitt

P jon of land to prod
the maximum small farmers are
being forced off the land to
increase the holdings of large
farmers. This has led ; to,

ment a:nd rural depopu]atio;l.

Cap is also the cause of
high food prices becausesit allows
the price of food to be deter-
mined by export prices, and
‘world economic activity’. On to
of this it allows middle buyers to
inflate food prices by 100%.,

/

> Private enterprise in industry is

geared to produce only what it
can make a profit from, which is
again  determined by ‘world
economic activity’ instead of
being geared to producing the
essentials  required * by the
community as well as providing
maximum  employment. The
policy of giving away our 'rich
mineral wealth, begun by Fianna
Fail and followed through by the
coalition, is still an integral part
of Fianna Fail policy — not sur-
prising when we hear that
Desmond O’Malley, our Minister.
for Industry and Commerce, has
share dealings with Tara Explor-
ation and that his brother-in-law
Peter McAleer, is'a Vice-President
of Northgate Exploration and a
Director of Tara Mines Ltd., and
Anglo United.

: With the export of
our mineral wealth go thousands
of jobs and important industries
such as feed stocks, plastic and
rubber industries, PVC and vinyl
products from our gas alone.. The
Nava.n mine alone being the
richest lead mine in the world is
worth £1300 million, We are
therefore talking about practical

_immediate steps that can be taken

to  provide empl

ployment and
through  a  planned socialist
econiomy, totally eradicate unem-
ployment.

Declaration of *
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Dr. O’Donoghue has no inten
tion of mationalising our mine
wealth, reorganising the agric
ultural sector, keeping pricSE
down and providing the necest
ities of our society. Such a poli
would destroy the finand
bonanza being " enjoyed by @
minute section of this socilf
which he represents in
Dail along with his party
such circumstances at &%
O’Donoghue has been honés
enough to admit that unemplof
ment js higher than officia¥
stated and that he cannot &
what unemployment will !
like in 1978. We, on the 0 -
hand can.

If Ireland continues her %5
italist economics, inflation
rise as will unemployment
much of our potential econ%
strength will be depleted throts
export of raw materials, S
meat and natural 1e°
Unemployment in Irelan

1

d, no¥

‘over 225,000, will contint®

rse. This fact is wnwitll
supported by an EEC Py
published, {ronically eno*8ig
same day ODonogh®
promising 20,000 jobs by
1978: the EEC commisio” "l
cast a rise of three ﬂ“w"gﬁc‘ 3
ployed by 1980 in the high ¢
present Ireland has th
unemployment figu £
tionally) in Eum}w‘; T B
the highest inflation an ¥
rates.
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as
patural resources. the sea.

The controbersy over the past
in the fishing industry has
" been confined to the fishing
fimit but this is by no means the
only issue involved. The national
and bread and butter issues of
'~ deck hands have not been
ushed as hard as the union would
wish as they wanted to keep the
fishermens’ camp united in the
campaign for an exclusive 50
mile limit. This has resulted
in the general public believing

the Irish  Fishermen’
Organi solely rep d
all fishermen. The National
Fishermens’ Branch is. com-

prised mainly of deck hands

~ but due to the recent occurance
~ of skippers

being employed,
they too are being admitted to
the branch .“We are trying to
broaden the whole campaign

FACES
'COLLAPSE

fishing industry in Ireland is described i i

iser for the National Fishermen’s anéhbg,f :;eewl']l‘(l;\a\!sle)‘a': l?f::lnsl

"~ hoc, loose, chaotic system “showing the failure of both Fianna Fail and

. the coalition to ¢xPand an industry that could provide huge employment
well as harnassing some of the wealth of one of our most obvious

voluntary basis. This will mean
a depletion of stocks and a
Qossible destruction of the future
livelihood of fishermen, who
along with the general public are
only now becoming aware of the
importance of stock preservation.

The ITGWU wants statutory
protection for stocks.
(X )
Despite the introduction of

new standards for the size of
meshes; which allowed seed fish
to escape it was not being
enforced by the government.
This negates the introduction of
standards. Then there was the
dumping of fish at open sea once
the catch had been registered to
get the EEC intervention price.

potential of.the fishing industry
during the negotiations for entry
while fishermen on the other hand
did not put enough pressure on
them. The Branch will not
commit itself to answering
whether they feel Fianna Fail
have changed. “when the negot-
iations begin in October we will
know then” said Mr. Page, he
also forecast that when the negot-
iations began that they would
drag on and on.

Possession without control of
administration is useless in any
industry. The Branch is calling for
state involvement in the control
of supplies, in distribution and in
providing security of employ-
ment. In relation to the national
issue of the S50 mile limit the
Branch points that they originally
called for a 200 mile limit but
agreed to limit this to 50 miles
to produce a unified front with
the IFO. They will not bargain on
the 50 mile limit and are demand-
ing state control over the outer

‘EEC withdrawal would benefit Ireland’

to develop a . comp

policy for the fishing industry
to maximise job potential and
to raise important questions as
to the distribution of wealth
derived from fish and its utilis-
ation to the best benefit of the
edonomy’” Mr. Page told the
Starry Plough.

A national fishing policy is
essential. Up to now the IFO
have maintained that they would
operate  an inner conservation
regime with the introduction of

-2 50 mile limit, but only on a
says Fishermen'’s ITGWU Branch.

“We’re here to stay”

Before the rage of inflation

_ with which we have become

accustomed there was little pres-
sure on skippers in relation to

repayments and fuel bills and the

traditional rights of deck hands

e skipper in most instances
came from the same tommunity
as his crew. Wages were deter-’

. mined by the price of the catch

The skipper
and took 50%

at “the market.
deducted expenses

were respected, particularly since -

The whole industry has a history
of obtaining a quick buck with no
thought for the job potential of
the industry, as witnessed by the
export of fish instead of being
processed here in Ireland. A small
minority have been getting rich on
public funds and while the avail-
ability of grants is to be wel-

comed “there has to be a more -

responsible attitude to. their use.

EEC membership has had a
disastrous effect on the fishing
industry claim the Branch. Fianna
Fail were not aware of the

of the remaining cash. The rest
was divided amongst the crew.
Apprentices in the trade were
allocated half a share until they
were  experienced enough to
earn a full share, which was dec-
ided eratically by either the crew
the skipper — or both. A sacred |

‘rule was that the galley table

was for eating and sharing; with
all receipts for expenses etc.,
produced to be examined by the
w before being deducted by

=y sry REIET
,Assatu\ru

ireann demanding 50 mile limit.

limits on the fishing seasons and
fish catches.

The danger of all European
negotiations is that issues are
decided in political lobbies, the
Branch points, and Ireland is
politically weak in such lobbies.

Europe’s mainland fishing plants
and the international companies
have created a dangerous demand
for fish, pressurising the contin-
ental fleets to increase their
catches. This is an important,
yocal, if dangerous, lobby.
According to EEC - law, all
member states will be entitled to
fish up to Ireland’s shore by 1980

the skipper. 4

The rise in inflation has pres-
surised skippers, straining their
relationship with the crew. The
crew have discovered their un-
protected situation. The share
systém is changing with new
shares being introduced (e.g. for
boat. owners).. No books or
receipts  are being produced at
the galley table. This has led to
demand “for a union which is
insisting that they be consulted

and despite _ the fishing limit
discussions the EEC are sticking
to their guns. The Branch does
not have a policy on EEC with-
drawal but Mr. Page stated in a
personal capacity “Ireland could
only benefit from withdrawal,
provided we have control over the
200 mile limit. There is no reason
to suppose we couldn’t exert that
control when Iceland has a navy
smaller or as small as our own”.

The coalition handling of the
fishing limit issue is attacked by
the Branch who assert that they
were ‘led up the garden path”.
In regard to submissions on their
own bread and butter issues they
believe that they were not even
listened to: “there were so many
conflicting reports from govern-
ment and Brussels’ sources that
no one knew what the situation
was” claimed Mr. Page. He also
believes that it was, and still is,
EEC policy “to leave Ireland in no
mans-land.”. October’s talks will
see further delays despite the fact
that we are losing more and more
fish everyday-and that the EEC
is concluding arrangements with
non-EEC countries to fish our
waters. “The attitude of the
public at large will be a crucial
factor in our obtaining this limit
and it is the EEC tactic to con-
fuse them to such an extent that
they will lose interest”, said Mr.
Page.

The Fishermen’s Branch at-
tacked the. loss of sovereignity
associated with EEC membership.
Mr. Page pointed out that while

difficulties in
indeed any

as to expenses,
repayments  and
proposed changes.

the EEC had to ask each member
state to declare a 200 mile limit
for the EEC “we have to ask the
EEC to declare a 50 mile limit of
our own. Its painfully obvious
that the EEC is eating into our
sovereignity” he said.

The whole attitude of the Irish
government and the EEC is endan-
gering the entire fishing industry.
The government’s failure to
ensure massive state expansion
of the industry with a view to
harnassing  the  employment
potential as well as ensuring
cheaper fish and preserving
fish stocks is leading to increased
militancy amongst workers in the
fishing industry. Whole commun-
ities are being endangered by the
government’s refusal to fight the
EEC who are out to satisfy the
needs of multinational and
European cartels. This has
led to the Campaign for the
Preservation of Fishing Commun-
ities which began in Killybegs and
which is since spreading to other
ports. Fishermen are determined
to ensure better work and pay
conditions within that industry,
encouraged by their recent, and
first, annual general meeting. The
remainder of this year and 1978
will show that the controversy
surrounding the fishing industry
is only beginning.

Another point of contention is
holiday
denied most

entitlement which is
fishermen. Some

The ITGWU is also seeking
welfare rights which are too loose
at present. Fishermen are not
allowed sign on the dole at diffe-
rent ports and in the case of bad
weather or no fish being available
there is no system of fall back
payments. Fishermen rely on the
charity of their skipper in the

form of subs.

e

skippers held that being laid up in
port due to bad weather was
holiday enough.

The recommended EEC retire-
ment age for fishermen is 55 but
with ‘no insurance or pension
scheme, fishermen are left with a
paltry £10 government pension.
A comprehensive  document
calling for payments in the event

1 of deaths or injuries has been

submitted tot he government and
other imployer organisations,
including the EEC. Fishing is a
hazardous job with an above aver-
age mortality and injury rate.
Fishermen find themselves totally
unprotected and are demanding
the introduction of a definite
scheme to cover them. This prob-
lem was emphasised recently
following the tragic deaths off the
Donegal coast. .
The Irish Fishermen’s Orgap-
isation have taken the stand of the
ostrich in relation to the Fisher-

men’s branch, refusing to even .

accept their existence. “The
- quicker they accept us the betier”
said Mr. Page “as we are here to

stay”.




Britain before

Strasburg again

The work of the Prisoners Aid Committee over the last five
years has shown that Irish political prisoners are treated
differently from and worse than other prisoners in English
jails. The deaths in prison of Michael Gaughan, Prionsias
Stagg and Noel Jenkinson clearly resulted from this treat-
ment. In fact from 1974 onwards, as the number of prison-
ers grew, treatment markedly worsened. During 1974
seven Irish political prisoners were brutally force fed while on
hunger strike and Michael Gaughan died as a result. In Novem-
ber 1974 a total of 14 prisoners were assaulted by warders in
Winson Green prison. 14 screws were tried for this nearly
two years later and after a farcical performance by the “pros-
ecution” were acquitted. In May 1975 five Irish prisoners
were badly injured while in police custody in Manchester and
Merseyside and now, 12 months after it began an internal

police inquiry into this is still not completed. During 1975 Irish
prisoners were attacked in Wandsworth, Wakefield ana
Parkhurst, one of thém while actually standing trial, and
others were held for long periods in solitary. In February
1976 Prionsias Stagg died while on his third hunger strike in
support_of his demand for a transfer to Ireland. In August
all Irish prisoners who had taken part in the Hull prison roof-
top protest were badly beaten by warders and according to
evidence from English prisoners they, along with the blacks,
were the worst treated of all. In September six Irish prisoners
in Albany were set upon by a gang of warders armed
with truncheons and several of them suffered terrible injuries.

LEGAL ACTION NECESSARY

This mounting toll of injuries
amongst Irish palitical prisoners
in England was clearly not going
to be halted by long term cam-
paigns for transfers or for am-
nesty. The PAC decided therefore
that legal action should be taken
wherever possible. The Home
Office refused to allow the pris-
oners solicitors to see them,
demanding that instead com-
plaints should be made to them —
the very people responsible for
the ill-treatment. The HO also said
that visits from lawyers should be
within the hearing of warders,

These conditions are a clear def-
iance of the Golder decision by
the European Court in 1975
against the British ‘government
which ruled that all prisoners be
allowed access to legal advice and
to the courts. The cases of all Irish
political prisoners refused ‘ per-
mission to see their lawyers have
been taken to strasbourg and this
number now totals 16 cases, one
of which, Sean Campbell’s, has
already been returned to the
British to be answered. Noel
Jenkinson’s case for unfair trial
and refusal of access to legal
advice has also passed its prelim-
inary stages. At the moment over
30 prisoners have cases in the
process of being taken before the
courts, and this does not include
a number ‘of appeals which will
come up later this year. Cases
which involve ill-treatment in
prison may have to go straight to
Strasbourg for there is no “dom-
estic remedy” in England for
these abuses given the limitless
autonomy of. the prison system.
Irish prisoners are epgaged in a
variety of actions: over 20’ are

By Jacqueline Kay

taking actions for assault; there
are several actions to test the
punishments of  solitary and
loss of remission handed down
by the prisons kangaroo courts,
the Boards of Visitors: other
actions involve the wuse of
notorious - Rule 43 to hold
prisoners’ in solitary indefinitely;
the right of prisons to open
prisoners mail; imer{eﬁnce with
the maintenance of family life;
the use of screened and boxed
visits; the right of prisoners to
serve their sentences near to
their families. In addition the
PAC will take the case of the
Maguire family to Strasbourg
as seven members of the family
are serving huge sentences after
a trial based on a police forensic
frame up.

34

The Home Office recently admit-
ted that all mail between prisoners
and their solicitors and the Pris-
oner’s Aid Committee in relation
to the cases being taken in Stras-
bourg are being read by the Home
Office. This is being done to
strengthen Britain’s case at Stras-
bourg, who will be equipped with

all the prisoners’ evidence before b
. the case begins. This spying is

allowed by interpreting the mail
as routine and not recognising
that it constitutes-a private legal
matter with pending legal proc-
eedings.

BRUTALITY STILL
METED OUT

As a result of this deluge of
legal - action, prisons are now
treating Irish prisoners with some
circumspection. Incidents of out-
right brutality seem to have
decreased but. the HO is exper-
imenting with many other ways
of fending off the results of their
systematic discrimination against
Irish political prisoners. This has
mostly taken the form of bureau-
cratic delays of eight weeks at
least to answer letters; refusing
legal aid for actions and confin-
uously moving prisoners from one
end of England to another so that
solicitors have huge distances to
travel to see their clients. In
addition outright brutality is still
meted out: Brendan Dowd is now
well into the second year of an
imprisonment spent almost entir-
ely in solitary under Rule 43;
Shane Paul O’Doherty is in his 13
month in solitary wearing only a

* blanket ih Wormwood Scrubs; a

writ had to be issued against the
HO to force them to give
Guiseppe Conlon basic medical
attention. In  August- Sean
0’Connell was beaten up while in
transit ‘to Albany from Gartree

.20 minutes before his family

arrived for a visit they had booked
a week: before; in September
Harry Duggan had to refuse a
visit from his girl friend in Park-
hurst as warders were insist-

_ ent that he have his mouth

searched even though he was also
being strip searched before and
after the visit. 1

The HO's frantic efforts to
prevent these legal actions being -
pursued is a clear indication of
their fear .that the prisoners will
prove that there exists a system
of discrimination in the treat-
ment of Irish political prisoners
in England. The PAC has asserted
for five years' that “political
status” does exist in England but
that it is a status of victimisation,
brutality, harassment and inter-
ference with basic human rights,
If this can be proven then a small

. memorial will have been erected to

three brave Irishmen whose lives
were taken from them by the

Inside rumlin Rd.

It appears that the Governor
of Crumlin Road Gaol is above
the law and that he is allowed to
treat a Remand prisoner as if he
had been found guilty and to try
to ‘criminalise” him before even
the Diplock courts have made a
decision on his innocence or guilt.
Or is it just that the Governor is
licenced to mete out any kind of
brutal treatment to prisoners who
are politically aware and attempt
to defend their statutory rights.

RIGHTS * ERODED _

Whilst held as a Remand pris-
oner in A wing Gerry Dowdall
only gets two hours exercise
every 48 hours at a maximum.

Whilst the British and Irish
media are quick to use the term
‘Kangeroo Courts’ in regard to
Republican  discipline their
'silence  about. the arbitrary

in punishing remand prisoners
is  conspicous. The . Northern
Ireland  Office it seems will
tolerate any level of lawlessness
and brutality in the 6 county
gaols.

As part of Mason’s campaign
to ‘criminalise’ the anti-imper-
ialist struggle in the 6 counties
the rights and privileges of
Remand prisoners are systemat-
ically being eroded. The following
are ples of what is happening
to all the Remand prisoners in A
Wing Crumlin Road.

PETTY RESTRICTIONS

The food is insufficient and the
interval between tea, 3.30 p.m.
and breakfast at 8 am..is 16%
hours which is excessive. Break-
fast is only a small, helping of

cornflakes, tea and bread, - y
Exercise starts on the landing
but king by is not

behaviour of the prison officers

. International Red Cross m'”'i,;

there constantly. If prisoners are
caught smoking they are just put
back into their cells and lose their
exercise. Radios, books or fruit
are not permitted in the yard,
Exercise periods are kept to a
minimum with men being taken
out late and returned early.

Prisoners who report sick to
the doctor — regardless of the
complaint are locked up for three
days instead of being treated,
Some men who are locked up are
not permitted a wash for days on
end.

STRIP SEARCHES

Men are not allowed to put

~ their hands in their pockets, 2

petty example of discipline for
the sake of discipline.

*Men are strip searched going to
and from visits. This is despite the
fact that the searches given t0
visitors to the Crumlin ,Rlﬂfd
prison are the 'most degrading in
the 6 counties. Cell searches are
frequent and then the men aré
also strip-searched.

NEED FOR INQUIRY

The Remand prisoners ace if
general treated worse than convic:
ted prisoners. The prison officer
seem to suit themselves complet:
ely"and to vary the rules and
erode the prisoners’ rights in 4%
entirely arbitrary manner. Y‘;
the Prison Visitors, the elect
representatives and the profs®
ional men go along with
brutal bullying of defenceles$
men. There is a most predsing &
for the defence of the h
rights of the prisoners-on ¢! |
in Crumlin Road and Long Ket%
Amnesty International an

British prison system.

allowed th:ugh ‘warders smoke

q d to mount an ingY
immediately.




After 1783 the Americans bega

such as_the wnees,

Mo otten in the relentless march of
d

o
‘Fh numbers, scatte
3;;&; had been taken off
even this
wU]SlANA PURCHASE
'i'h‘ USA has always tended towards
expansion. From its very
y gettlers on it has striven to annex
; both physically and econom-
jeally, until today, when it is still
o to annex the rest of the world
it does not already control. The term
t up later to justify this was
,. est Destiny”, by ‘which the
ruling class in America claimed that
were ordained by destiny to rule
ol of America (the world also), to
be the dominant race. The first major
act of expansion on 2 vast scale was in
1803 Thomas Jefferson, then Pres-
jdent, bought Louisiana from France.
The deal is better known as the
Louisiana Purchase. Louisiana covered
3 vast tract of land, which stretched
from the Canadian border to the Gulf
of Mexico, and it now includes the
of Louisiana, Oklahoma,
Missouri, Kansas, Iowa,
Nebraska Missesota, Montana,
Wyoming, part of Colorado, North
Dakots and South Dakota: a vast
amount of land which covered 2
million square kilometres and cost the
US 15 million dollars, which worked
out at barely 7% dollars a square
kilometre. This deal was shrewdly
accomplished by Jefferson, in that he
knew that Napoleon was at war with
* Britain and needed money to finance
his campaigns. Thus, while Napoleon
sold Louisiana, he also got US neutral-
ity in the war.
By this one act, the USA doubled
jts teritory which now stretched to
the Rocky Mountains. Included in

USA — 1783 — 1848. US fulfils
its “Manifest Destiny”’ to expand.
Louisiana bought off Napoleon.
Florida won from Spain. Texas
and Pacific states won in war .

this territory were the lands of the

keep their lands, way of life, culture
and religion. The tribes’ names were
the Sioux (the most numerous)

THE REAL US4

0quo i
& s, Semiloes and 8 host of ether (s, Ottaw,
n “Civilisation”
were frequent affairs. But even thoulgohnth
subjected to all the vices of the white man, they survived in |
axnﬂlh 1 throughout the Ia o Arge
where the soil and game were poor, as com
n them by the so
state of co-existence could not last long

8 .0¢gan expanding West

hians, to settle the rich, ferti P and South over th
AP&":; the Misnmmkive:, olpp,;énl;‘tl‘:;elﬂrds which reached to the
L

ntruders were the Indian
as, Cherokees,
names long since
- Indian wars over this
e INdians were once

ibes, their na

nds of the East, on reservat-
ared to their own land
ed Treaty. Eventually
either,

growing being the main and most pros-
Perous mode of production — by slaves
9!‘ course. Incidently, in 1823, Pres-
ident Monroe of the USA proclaimed
his infamous Monroe Doctrine stating
that no European power would be
allowed to colonise in the Western
He!nisphete. In effect the ambitious
rulm_g clique in Washington was
keeping the future colonisation of
South America in its own exclusive
interests, a policy which is still
enforced to-day.

THE INDIAN FRONTIER

In the meantime, in 1829, President
Andrew “Jackson resolved to settle
the whole question. He recommended
that all Indians in the East be moved
West beyond the Mississippi  River
fof ‘“permanent  settlement” and
this became law on May 28th 1830.
But even the Mississippi was not far
enough West as settlers and ranchers
had already crossed the river and
occupied the West bank. Thus the
demarcation line had to be moved
nearly 200 miles West again to the
95th Meridan. Numerous forts were
established along this line (which
were to grow over the years) to keep
the Indians in. Meanwhile the gradual
process of moving the Indians west-
wards was drastically speeded-up,
owing to the discovery of gold in the
Appalachians in 1838. The Cherokee
Indians were rounded up off their
reservations in the middle of winter
and forced to march West. The gold

We are serialising a pamphlet
produced by the IRSP collect-
ive in Cage 14 Long Kesh

lust of the whites was insatiable. One
out of every four Indians died of cold
hunger or desease in the ‘Trail of
Tears’ as the Cherokees called it.
Almost all the Indians from the North,
South and East were moved West into
the lands of the Plain Indians with all
their i Thus was ished

Cheyennes, Arapah C h
Kiowas etc. Although in 1803 they had’
. few more years left to themselves,
it would not be long before Wash-
. Ington would send out their surveyors,
. miners, and gold-hungry = hordes
. streaming in from the East, and in a
" 30 year period it would all be over.

- ANNEXATION & INVASION

After this the greedy eyes in Washis
ton to the South. Jefferson
wanted to buy Cuba from Spain as
the Southern States wanted to incor-
Porate it into their system of slavery,
while the Northern merchants wanted
0 ensure and control the sugar and
molasses market. But on this occasion
Spain refused as she saw Cuba as her
Pproperty in America and aptly

mmed Cuba, “The pearl of the
Alh'lh‘ The US turned towards the
Mississippi delta and Florida, which
850 belonged to Spain and worked
Ut a very simple plan where by the
US could annex these territories.
US citizens would settle in Spanish

the “permanent Indian frontier” but
even this would not prevail for long.

Next in line was the territory of
Texas, enviously eyed for its vast
plains and rich mineral resources by
fortune-seeking adventurists, bankers
and politicians back in Washington.
But the problem was that Texas was
an integral part of Mexico: so they
resorted to what is termed ‘Covert
Operations’ in modern terminology.

TEXAS & THE ALAMO

In 1819 Moses A:ﬁn, a Sl.“:null;
banker, got permission to settle
Texas ‘with about 300 US families.
By 1829 there were 6,000 living
there. Then the campaign for the
annexation began. The US tried to
settle the matter by offering Mexico
5 million dollars but Mexico refused
point blank. Trouble continued as.
President Jackson met with Sam
Houston (or “Big Drunk”  as the
Indians called him) to plan the
conquest of Texas. In Deeembet
1835, the Texan settlers ymdulqed
their independence and Mexico
immediately marched to defend .
part of its sovereign state led by
General Santa Anna. It was at this time
that the Battle of the Alamo was
fought: the US glorifies those who
fought there as fighting for a glorious
ideal and fighting to the death. They
were in fact fighting for a group of
people, ~ firm
believers in. the ‘manifest denqny
who had their eyes set on the rich
resources of Texas, fighting to usurp
a part of Mexican soil. The depiction
‘of Crockett’s gang as heroes is so that
the US’s present youth will do like-
wise. In reality what they are fully
fighting for is oplr;m-uklm, false ideals
ion for

Members of the Swiss Ireland Commit-
ce protested outside the British
embassy in Bene on September 14th.
Before the picket stated the partic-
ipants, some of them in blankets,
marched to the city centre., where
leaflets were handed out to the
general public, which explained the
struggle for political status in the six

Swiss protest

counties. Placards carried demanded
“British troops out of Ireland”,
“solidarity with the fighting prisoners’
while others read “One year o
struggle “against the criminalisation
of the liberation movement”
“Northern Ireland: the real terrorists
are in Westminster”, Embassy staff
called the police and refused to

7=

accept the following note: “We prot-
est against the inhuman treatment of
the imprisoned resistence Afghlen
and against the attempt to

the Irish liberation movement . . .
We demand: immediate withdrawal
of British Troops from Ireland, the
release of all prisoners, and nel'{-
determination for the Irish people™

defeated Mexico in the Battle of
Jacinto in 1836. Texas was signed
over to Houston and_nine years later,
in March 1845, the US annexed it,
incorporating it into its growing
territory.

WAR PROVO W
MEXICO KED ITH

The last step in the conquest of
a continent was the Mexican — US
War of 184648, a deliberate US act
of aggression against Mexico by
President James Polk. To show how
premeditated the war was we only
have to look at General Ulysses S.
Grant’s memoirs. At the time he was
assigned to the Mexican us
borders he wrote:

“we had been sent to proyoke a war,
but it was essential that Mexico declare
war first. Therefore it was necessary to
come within suitable distance - for
attack”.

Being the good obedient General he
was he efficiently followed his orders
to the letter. Thus in March 1846
President Polk announced to Congress:
“After repeated threats, Mexico has
crossed the border of the US, has
invaded our territory, and has shed
US blood on US soil, in spite of all
our efforts to avoid war. It is a fact
that we are already at war, and that
Mexico is to blame”.

Mexico was invaded by the US
from the North, the US also marched
West through “the permanent INdian
Frontier” and annexed Oregon in 1846
and marched on to California, thus
reaching the Pacific. Fierce Mexican
resistence practically stopped the US
advance on Mexico City. The US
changed their tactics and bombarded
Vera Crus in the Gulf of Mexico,
south of the Mexican capitol while
10,000 soldiers under General
Winfield Scott landed on the Gulf.
On September 13th 1847 they reached
and attacked Mexico City which fell to
them, On February 2nd 1848, after
the end of the war, the US imposed
the infamous Guadalpe-Hidalgo Treaty
on Mexico, by which Mexico lost more
than one and a half million square
kilometres of her territory, half of
Mexico's original size. This territory
now includes California, Arizona, New
Mexico, Nevada, Utah, parto f

Colorado. It also included the Apaches,
Navahos, ¢ Paiutes, Utes, Modocs,
MOhaves, Nez Perces and Yuma indian
tribes.
The objectives had been ach-
ieved. The Western US border had
_stretched over the Rocky Moun-
tains and had finally reached the
Pacific. Its land mass now reached
from the Atlantic to the Pacific
and from the Canadian border to
the Rio Grande. In 1867 with
the purchase of Alaska from
Russia, US territorial expansion
on the mainland would: come to
an end. Its area was now three
and a half million square miles,
" five times larger than the original
, 13 states on the Eastern seaboard.
It was time to settle internal |
matters, to resolve the contra-

Wi ¥

efforts ‘to recover her South
colonies. This, was hqzlé'th‘e

Was conquered and added to the

tes of America, with cotton

e
of a small fabulously wealthy ruling
class in the USA.
" After numerous battles Houston’s
army, assisted by US ‘volunteers'

dicti existing in the US, The
time was coming for Civil War,
industrial expansion,_ immig-

Manx protest

Y charrey,

Your report (22-8-77) about the complaints made by
Norwegian people against the behaviour of British troops
me to observe that the Isle of
Mann also provides training and recreational facilities for
H.M. Army at the former wartime base at Jurby.

encamped there, prompts

The agressive and sometimes
obscene behaviour of the troops
in pubs in nearby Ramsey have
occasioned complaints by locals
for some years, but when, last
year, ‘high spirits’ were carried to
such lengths that the notoriously
conservative Manx press carried
reports of the soldiers’ miscon-
duct during a night out in the
town, the (supposedly sufficient)
explanation by an army spokes-
man was that the soldiers were
‘letting off steam’ after the
pressures and stress of serving
in the six counties. Presum-
ably it was this incident which has
led to the dispersal of the troops
over a wider area in the island
for ‘recreational’ purposes. How-
ever, there is growing local resent-
ment that letting off six counties
steam should . provide carte
blanche for undisciplined or
obnoxious behaviour here. That
service in Ireland can be used as
an excuse for almost any variety
of misconduct was highlighted by
the English judiciary in the recent
Grenadier Guard rape case. It is
becoming increasingly clear to
Manx people that a similar reason-
ing applies to soldiers when in
their country.

THE EDITOR

shrugged it off as ‘a strdng at-
tempt at professionalism’.

The past 3 or 4 years has seen a
marked increase of British Army
activity on the Island, and it has
been strongly rumoured that
Britain intends to renegotiate a
permanent base in Mann at Jurby.
(At present the island is used as
an annual summer camp). In the
late sixties the Manx parliament
and Whitehall agreed that “There
should be fullest consultation
between the two governments
before defence decisions directly
affecting the Isle of Man are made
..... but that there should be
special provisions for emergency
action in peace or war and for the
procedure to be followed where
agreement cannot be reached
between the two governments.”
(Publication by Govt. buildings
1.0.M.). With this agreement the
Manx government abrogated its
responsibility and allowed Britain
use of the island as it pleased.
Obviously, once established the’
British forces will be difficult to
expel to say the least, and the
autonomy of yet another Celtic
nation, in this case Mann, will
be furhter weakened.

Resistance to further British
encroachments on Manx auto-
nomy, of which the Amy’s
move is the prime example, whilst
not widespread amongst the
; largely anglicised Manx public, is
at least in evidence, as witness by
- the Manx delegation’s concern
over the military base, which was 1
expressed at the conference of the

In june this year another incident
was reported in the local press,
this time of a more serious nature.
Whilst on excercise on the out-
skirts of Douglas a number of
troops ‘interrogated’ a party of
high-school girls at gunpoint; a
woman soldier searched the girls’
bags. At one stage the girls were
spreadeagled on the grass: (at

gunpoint) and ‘grilled’ by the.

Territorials. A spokesman later

Celtic League in August in Corn-
wall; though it must be said that
of four Manx newspapers
informed of this display of nat-
ional feeling in an ‘international’
arena, only one thought it news-
worthy.
Lhiats,
Patricia Bridson.

Bell Cottage,

Derby Road,

Peel,

Mannin (Isle of Man),

ration and Indian

Wil

‘regretted” the incident and
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. The British Army’s terms of refer-

‘The STARRY PLOUGH, published
monthly, covers Irish economic,
political and cultural affairs while
also giving some foreign coverage.,

It represents the

ws of the:lrish

‘Republican Socialist Party. It has

~_outlets.i
“well a

Europe and America as
Ireland. An annual

" subscription is available for only

£2.20 (Ireland); £2.70 (Europe):
and $6 (United States). .

Make sure you are getting the news

from a republican socialist point of « ~
- view by ordering your copies from .

34 Upper Gardiner Street, Dublin 1.

ICRA to appeal sentences

The Irish Civil Rights Assoc-
iation (ICRA) is to appeal eight
sentences and fines imposed by
District Justice OhUadhaigh in
the Dublin District Court on
September 15th. The case arose
after gardai arrested ICRA
demonstrators during a sit-down
protest at the top of Grafton
Street on August 6th last. The
sit-down followed a refusal by
gardai to allow the ICRA to
march down Grafton Street
during an amnesty-for-political-
prisoners amrch. Many of the

FOYLE FISHERIES:

ence in their so-called peace keeping
role in Ireland has recently been
extended to include within its scope
bailiff duties on the Lough Foyle
estuary. This situation arose when
the British Army arrested a number
of local fishermen (trying to earn a
decent living from the Lough as
they and their ancestors had tradit-
ionally done) under the notorious
Emergency Provisions Act. They
were ostensibly arrested as a measure
to prevent terrorism i.e. British
terminology for any opposition to
their imperialist rule in Ireland. The
real purpose of the arrest was to
protect the interests of that small
minority of unscrupulous exploiters
who own the major fishing rights in
this country and who regularly cream
off and export the wealth acquired |
through their privileged position. By
their action the British Army have |
clearly shown that their armed
presence is solely to maintain the
dominent economic class as repres-
ented by the small band of industrial-
ists and land-owners in power.
Consequently the unfortunate
fisherment were charged before a
magistrate in Derry and fined £400
:;;:1:‘""3 to take what was rightfully

demonstrators and  onlookers
claimed gardai used unnec-
essary violance and photographs
subsequently published showed a
Special Branchman kicking a
peaceful demonstrator.

Mr. Joe Stagg, Chairman of
ICRA, told the Starry Plough that
they intended to appeal the
court’s verdicts. “It was not a fair
trial” he said ‘“‘and showed very
clear bias in favour of the gardai”.
The case had been accompanied
by “numerous sarcastic remarks”
by Justice ’hUadhaigh who had
“misquoted evidence out of
context” said Mr. Stagg. Giving
one example he told us how a

ANTRIM,
TYRONE,
ARMAG

headquarters, Dublin.
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IRSP TRIAL FIXED
FOLLOWING GOURT
PROTEST

Following outburst by IRSP men
in the Special Criminal Court a
trial has been set for the
KILDARE SIX TRIAL which
followed the arrest of over 40
IRSP members and supporters in
April 1976. At the time nine were
severely tortured and six charged
with the robbery of a mail train
in Co. Kildare, the biggest robbery
of its kind in Irish histroy. Four
of those charged can prove that
statements they signed were
dictated by gardai after severe
torture.

The case was thrown out of
court in December '76 because
the state would not produce any
evidence but a few weeks later
four of the original six were
arrested and recharged with the
robbery. Since then there have
been continuous remands despite
the fact that the IRSP men
demanded an immediate trial.

The date set for the trial is
January but means little as
a similar date was set for June

Superintendent had explained
that sit-down protests were a
common form of protest, espec-
ially by housewives to which
Justice O’hUadhaigh had inter-
jected “so is housebreaking”.
Mr. Stagg told us “when I was
asked what my function at the
protest was I replied that I was
responsible for preparing

placards, ensuring a professional
photographer was present and
addressing the march and on-
lookers through' a loud hailer.
In this instance I also looked
after the injured. Justice O’
hUadhaigh in his summing up
tried to portray the demon-
stration as being geared to
violence by quoting as evidence
that I had said that I was there to
assist the injured and that there-
fore that violence was premed-
itated. This is not what I said!

FERMANAGH,

&

Contact national

CARLOW: - Contact Michael
herne, 7 Royal Oak Road,

uine Bheag,

DUBLIN/WICKLOW: Contact
national headquarters, 34 Upr.

Gardiner Street,
Tel: 721175.

Dublin 2.

8th last but postponed due to a
back log of cases. Pre-
cedence is given to cases where
defendants are in custody and as
the IRSP men are on bail their
case could be put back again if
numerous cases arise between
now and January. However, only
the outburst at the court appear-
ance on September 20th forced
a date from the court, who
wanted to remand the case until
Oct. without giving a date for the
trial.

All the defendents, allong with
another five IRSP men, are taking
proceedings against the gardai and
the state for false arrest, false
imprisonment and assault. These
cases cannot be heard until the
train case is over. The IRSP is
confident of a victory in both
cases. Their allegations featured
prominently in the recent Am-
nesty findings and the RTE
Politics programme. ]

In another instance Mr. Stagg
told us how evidence was given
by a garda that they were called
“pigs and bastards” but Justice
0O’hUadhaigh had wrongly
attributed these remarks to a
particualr defendent, something
that was not stated in any evid-
ence.

Our attention was also drawn
to the fact that an onlooker
charged with assaulting a garda
had the case against him thrown
out while an ICRA ber on a
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IRSP at London |

prisoners’ meeting

A meeting in London, Sept. 23
last organised by the Prisgnss
Welfare Committee was well
tended and IRSP Ard Cho, !
member Miriam Daly spoke 3 g
meeting on behalf of the Bejg
based Relatives Action Commpjj;
and on behalf of the Kildars g
Defence Committee. There ys
also speakers from the Pegy x
Against the Prevention of ey
ism Act, (Bob Churchill), g
the International Tribuna]
Britain’s Crimes Against the
People (Gerry Fitzpatrick),
“If present trends continye™
says Miriam Daly when spe:
on political status *“ there wi]
300 people fighting for politicgl |
status by Christmas. This jg 1
battle we can win and we are n
fact winning it. The way fory
is being shown by 197 young mep
in Long Kesh who are ‘op the
blanket’ and the 14 women “
|

ish

ing

protesting in Armagh jail”,
Speaking on the frami
IRSP members by the zl:hgm:
and the forthcoming Kildare Six
trial (this page and page one).
Miriam Daly said it was “ap
example of an attempt to lash all
opposition to the coalition pol
icies. The present continuous:
remand, limiting liberty, with all \
its drawbacks, is being deliberat-"
ely done to harass the innocent
IRSP men. Although a dat;lh:';
been set for the trial it, in effect,
means nothing as preference is
given to custody cases. The entire |
frame up, now being continued
by Fianna Fail, is a clear case of
political victimisation”. %5

MAN KIDNAPPED IN

BELFAST 3
That weekend also saw a picket"
outside Paddington Green Police
Station in London against the
kidnapping of Dicky Glenholmes
from the Short Strand in Belfast™
by British troops. He was flown to
Paddington- Green and held

lesser charge of resisting arrest
was sentenced fo three months.

“This will not put us off our
programme” said Mr. Stagg who
said the appeal to'the Circuit
Court could take anything up to
a year and a half.

do by the Bomb
Squad and released after seven:
days detention. No charges
preferred. :

Holmes is involved in political
action in Belfast and served the:
longest period of internment. He
had no connection with England,
family or friend wise, and the’
case is seen as a pure case Of
harassment.
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CO. DERRY: Contact IRSP,
8 Chamberlain Street, Derry
City.

ENGLAND: Contact London
Support Groyp, Box 6, 182
Upper Street, London N.I.

ENNIS: Contact Patrick
Kennelley, 26 Corrovin Green.

LIMERICK: Contact John
Gilligin, 143 O’Malley Park.

SHANNON: Contact Stella
Makowski, 16 Traderee Court.
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