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THE FOUR-YEAR RULE of one
of the worst governments in the
history of the 26-County state has
at_last ended-and the unanimous
verdict of the victims of their
administration is a hearty, “Good
riddance to bad rubbish!”

The Fine Gael/Labour Coalition
broke up this week after failing to agree
on a Budget containing yet more savage
attacks on the poor, the unemployed,
the sick and the elderly. Knowing full
well that such a Budget would not be
agreed with an election looming, the
Coalition parties inued the charad
up to the very last moment and spent
probably the longest time of any gov-
ermment lingering on their death-bed.

In an exercise of the greatest cyn-
icism and hypocrisy, the Labour min-
isters in government followed their
leader Dick Spring out of the Coalition
on Tuesday. They knew that an election
was inevitable sooner or later because,
even if the Budget was agreed by the
Cabinet, it would not survive a vote in
Leinster House. The Labour deputies
used the opportunity to wave their
tattered flag and masquerade as defend-
ers of the very same low-income groups
they have helped to cripple for the last
four years.

An electorate which is sick of such
posturing is now all the more likely to
give the Labour Party the -answer it
deserves and banish it further into the
political wilderness.

As for Fine Gael, they had the dub-
jous distinction of forming the first
all-Blueshirt government in the history
of the 26 Counties when Garret Fitz-
Gerald filled the Labour vacancies in
his Cabinet with his own party coll-
eagues. The next day he travelled to
see Paddy Hillery (the highest-paid

(continued on next page)
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'OPINION

Revolutionary
commitment

THE ELECTION announced last Tuesday cannot have
come as a surprise to any of us.

The Coalition government has been hanging on by the
skin of its teeth for months. There can be no excuse
then for unpreparedness in any of the 24 constituencies
where Sinn Fein is standing candidates.

Most Sinn Fein activists will have had at least some
experience of previous election campaigns and should
have already ‘shown the ropes’ to our newer members.

Election directorates are poised in every constituency
to get into the work of canvassing, postering and public-
ity for Sinn Fein candidates.

This is not to say that Sinn Fein will run the slick,

Bomb
attacks

THREE BOMBS were detonated by the IRA in Derry
city and Strabane on Tuesday afternoon, January 20th,
causing damage to city centre commercial premises.

In Derry city: two bombs cleared of civilians before the
were placed by IRA Volun- bombs exploded at around
teers inside the offices of two  3pm.
building societies, the Anglia The third bomb, planted
and the Alliance & Leicester, at the Bank of Ireland, in
situated in the Diamond. Strabane’s Market Street,al§o
Telephone warnings were caused damage to the premis-
given and the entire area was es and no injuries to civilians.

cynical, vote hi paign of the
parties. The very nature of our party, our politics and
our candidates, makes that impossible.

We are not professional politicians. Our candidates
and election workers are going into this election from a
deep commitment to the ideals of the Republican Move-
ment. We are not going into it for any personal gain or
out of any political ambition — except the political
ambition to break the stranglehold of jobbery, corrupt-
ion, self-seeking and collaboration that has been the
hallmark of 26-County governments for so long.

But let all of us, candidates, election workers and sup-
porters alike, be constantly aware that, although we are
not professional politicians, that does not mean being
unprofessional in our attitude to our work.

Every task must be taken up not just with the enthus-
jasm that is typical of Sinn Fein members but with
efficiency, care_and attention to detail. This is what
demonstrates real revolutionary commitment, the deter-
mination to do the job, and to do it right.

The decision taken at last year’s Sinn Fein Ard-Fheis
places a huge responsibility on all of us. This is the first
time in Sinn Fein’s history that we go into an election
with the intention of taking seats in Leinster House.
And thie oloction has come close on the heels of that
decision — and close enough for it to be at the front of
minds other than our own.

Garret FitzGerald's call after that Ard-Fheis decision
for all parties to unite against Sinn Fein is just one
indication of the attention that will be paid to our per-
formance.

There will be the usual attempts to misrepresent us
and hinder our campaign. This can and will only be
overcome by our hard work and determination to get
our message across to the people.

Our success will not be ed by getting
es elected but by breaking down the barriers that have
been erected against us and the barriers that we sur-
rounded ourselves with in the past.

If you can read, write, talk, paint, poster, drive, walk,
climb a ladder, or fill envelopes, then you have a part
to play in this election campaign.

own part to play. No part is too great or too small,
no-one is too old or too young to do something.”
— Bobby Sands

“Everyone, republican or otherwise, has his or her |

Extradition set-back

means a further adaptation of the
26-County legal system to the
British law and loyalist order in
the Six Counties. Judge Barr ruled
that because the British Lord
Chancellor could remove a JP
from office, there was a safeguard
from bias. In the week when at-
tention focused on”the Birming-
ham Six show-trial, such confid-
ence might seem a little naive.

It is now expected that the
case will be appealed to the Sup-
reme Court.

ROBERT RUSSELL'S long struggle against extradition re-
ceived a further set-back on Monday, January 19th, when
the Dublin High Court accepted the say-so of a Six-County
justice of the peace (JP) as valid in the 26 Counties for
extradition warrants.

A Six-County JP has no legal
training and receives the position
as part of a system of political
patronage.

In Russell’s case the JP was
a greengrocer.

Russell escaped from the H-
Blocks in the mass break-out of

September 1983 and was arrest-
ed in the 26 Counties in May
1984. With four other ex-H-Block
escapees he was one of a 12-strong
team which almost succeeded in
escaping from Portlaoise in Nov-
ember 1985.

The judgement in his case

G00D
RIDDANGE!

(continued from previous page)
rubber stamp in Ireland) and asked him
to dissolve the 22nd Leinster House
parliament. The 26-County general el-
ection was called for February 17th.

Fianna Fail and Labour share the same
basic philosophy that balancing the
books comes before protecting the live-
lihoods of the people.

SELF-SERVERS
All these parties have a long self-
serving record in Leinster House and
they cherish above all the perks of pol-
itical office. They also fear anything
which threatens to expose their shame-
ful record, be it Fine Gael's long hmnry

Even before the
got underway, the lack of difference in
policy between the main Leinster House
parties was becoming glaringly obvious.

While Fine Gael under Garret Fitz-
Gerald and John Bruton, together with
the Progressive Democrats, are the most
zealous in their desire for cut-backs,

of rep the sham
of Fumna Fall the Thatcherism of the
or the {

nll—ouu of th- working class by Labour
and the Workers’ Party.

Such fear is the basis of Section 31
of the Broadcasting Act which the Coal-
ition made sure to renew just days

before the general election was announ-
ced.

Sinn Fein is tha target of Section 31
censorship and in' this general election
will be challenging the corrupt politics
of the establishment parties on a 26-
County-wide basis.

REAL VOICE FOR

RADICAL CHANGE
There will be 27 Sinn Fein candidat-
es offering the electorate the only real
voice for radical change on February
17th. They will be clearly saying that,
in the long-term, no real economic or
social change can come about until the
Irish people are united and free to
determine their own future. None of
the Leinster House parties has been
prepared to face that fact and the entry

of Sinn Fein into the political contest
will make national sovereignty an issue
in the election for the first time since
this phase of the freedom struggle

began.
CONFRONTING
MISMANAGEMENT

Sinn Fein representatives, by their
entry into Leinster House, will not
bring about dramatic changes but they
will confront the self-servers who, time
and again, have taken turns in misman-
aging the 26 Counties with the same
bankrupt policies.

Sinn Fein will put forward the poli-
cies vital to protect the people in the
short-term and by challenging the cor-
ruption of thq 26-County political and
economic system, will bring closer the
day of national freedom and justice.
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THE TRADITIONAL RIVALRY
between James Molyneaux’s ‘mod-
erate’ Official Unionists and the
‘hardline’ Democratic Unionists of
lan Paisley resurfaced again this
week as the two parties fumble for
an appropriate next move in their
anti-Agreement campaign.

On Monday, assembled DUP councill-
ors rejected a plan to replace their present
tactics of adjournment of council
meetings by a plan to have two yearly
meetings at which all council business
would be dealt with (two being the legal
minimum).

But the plan which had been
agreed by the two party leaders was wide-
ly accepted by OUP councillors, relieved
to be offered a way out of further court
cases and eventual fines and,disqualific-
ations from office. The DUP sees the new
plan as a “climb-down” and many DUP
councillors are threatening to resign their
seats.

SELFISH AND SECTARIAN
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The OUP’s reservations are both
sectarian and plain selfish: they are
concerned that resignations or dis-

qualifications will lead to by-elections in
which nationalists may win seats and gain
control of marginal unionist councils,
such as Dungannon, Cookstown, Armagh
or even Belfast. But, first and foremost,
they do not want to pay the heavy fines

Wi

Rumblings in DUP ranks

or suffer jail terms which the continued
adjournment of council meetings would
bring upon them if the recent High Court
judgement in Belfast isrepeated elsewhere.

Their reluctance to suffer for the
cause is compounded by the fact that
unionist MPs are in no danger of losing
either their fat salaries or their freedom in
spite of their very occasional attendance
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at Westminster. The spectacle last week in
Dublin of DUP deputy leader Peter
Robinson baulking at a jail term in
the 26 Counties and preferring to pay a
heavy fine and a quick run back to the
Orange state will hardly convince the
reluctant councillors that the time has
come to shed their own blood for the red,
white and blue. All unionist eyes will

- i &
@ The British Labour Party delegation which had talks with Sinn Fein represent-
atives in Belfast. (From lefl 1o right) Stuart Bell, Tony Clarke and Peter Archer

Leinster House.

Registrar

Notification came on Thurs-
day, January 15th,
of Political

from the

- Llllh‘nlch 3

therefore be on Castlereagh Council this
Thursday as it meets with Mayor Peter
Robinson in the chair.

The friction between the two union-
ist parties will increase as a British general
election becomes imminent. The DUP will
naturally be tempted to capitalise on its
greater militancy against the Hillsborough
Agreement and earlier this month there
were rumblings in DUP ranks about con-
testing some marginal OUP seats such as
Roy Beggs’ East Antrim or Cecil Walker’s
North Belfast seats. The DUP leadership
quickly moved in to keep its members
quiet with words of “wnionist unity”.

Meanwhile, and in spite of their rates
boycott campaign last year, unionist
councils have levied £272,000 of rates
money to help finance a publicity camp-
aign against the Agreement. This and the
ongoing petition constitute the entire
anti-agreement campaign at present. While
the daily headlines in the /rish News
promising a ‘split” in the unionist ranks
are exaggerated, tensions in the unionist
camp will undoubtedly mount unless
both parties finally agree on workable
tactics.

Either way, whether out of frustration
or renewed militancy, loyalists will turn
to their usual scapegoats, and nationalists
will once more have to pay for a treaty
which provokes loyalists without making
the slightest contribution to either dis-
mantling partition or giving lIrish people
their right to self-determination.

STNNIFEYN
REGISYERTS

SINN FEIN finally received notification last week that the
organisation has been registered as a political party in

issue as long as possible but
after correspondence with Sinn

Parties Fein (during which spurious

SINN FEIN
MEETS BRITISH

ABOUR PARTY

BY HILDA MacTHOMAS

saying that it had been accept-
ed that Sinn Fein was a ‘genuine
political party” and as such could
register. This means that the
party’s name will now appear on
ballot papers beside its candid-
ates in the 26-County general
election.

Obviously confident that Sinn
Fein would not be registered,
the Coalition had passed laws on
December 11th to prevent cand-
idates including party names in
their own names on ballot pap-
ers. The Registrar delayed the

allegations were refuted) decid-
ed to accept the registration six
weeks after the original applicat-

on.
IDENTIFICATION
It remains to be seen how the
other part of the Electoral Act
will affect the election. This
gave new powers to officials
at polling stations to demand
identification from ‘certain’ vot-
ers. If implemented as such, it
would be used to discriminate
against young people and work-
ing-class voters in particular.

to speak to everyone.

Derry City Councillor Mitchel
McLaughlin described the meeting
as friendly but largely one-sided:

“They had their own agenda
prepared, with items such as the
administration of justice, unem-
ployment and the economy, but
we immediately pointed out that
discussions on how best to im-
prove the North’s economy were

FIVE SINN FEIN councillors met a hlgh-rankmg
from the British Labour Party in Belfast on Friday, January
16th. The delegation included spokespersons: Peter Archer
and Stuart Bell, and two other national executive members.
Archer, Bell and party leader Neil Kinnock have visited the
Six Counties in past years but had hitherto always refused
to meet Sinn Fein, in spite of claims that they were prepared

peaceful conclusion any Erlush

meaningless unless the British Lab-
our Party first recognised Brit-
ain’s negative role in Ireland and
accepted the right to self-deter-
mination of the Irish people as
the basis of any settlement.

“We discussed different aspects
of repmslon here as wel/ as
tand
but we insisted that in order to
bring the war to a speedy and

must our
nmr to govern ourselves without
foreign interference.”

PRAISE

Sinn Fein praised Peter Archer

for his support for the ‘MacBride
Principles’ on the eradication of
unfair employment practices, and
noted that he described the Six
Countles as a “colonial situation”,
They recognised, however, that it
may be some time before the
British Labour Party evolves a
clear policy of disengagement
from lIreland, and that this meet-
ing will have served mainly to
clarify . Sinn Fein’s negotiating
position for the British Labour
Party.

26-COUNTY
GENERAL
ELECTION

WITH A GENERAL ELECTION taking place in the 26 Counties, it is essential
that republican supporters make an all-out effort to raise the funds necessary
to fight the election on a professional basis against establishment parties sup-
ported by vested commercial interests.

Sinn Fein will be contesting seats across a wide area, offering a real change
to the bankrupt policies of the establishment parties. To wage an effective
campaign, however, we need a substantial sum of money and we turn to our
friends and comrades in Ireland and abroad for their vital assistance once
again.

Now is the time to start sending your donations, large or small, to the Sinn
Fein Election Fund, 44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1. (Please send only cheques,
postal orders or money orders — no cash.)
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[ BY TOM O'DWYER ]
MACHO MANAGEMENT was in

to rise all over Ireland.
; “Union-busting techniques” were crit-
icised by workers at Packard Electric, Tall-

style this week as the 26 Counties
prepared for a general election and
the unemployment figurescontinued )

aght, where management used a helicop-
ter and large squads of gardai to breech
the 24-hour picket-line imposed by the
ITGWU and ATGWU members.”We made
this job and theyre ruining it,” said one
picketer, frustrated by management im-:
posed by the US multinational, General
Motors.

At 3am on Sunday, January 11th, a
95-strong troop of gardai blocked roads
leading to the Airton Road plant so
that management could ship out a con-
signment of car wiring for Austin Rover
abroad. This was followed on Thursday,
January 15th, by a helicopter air-lift of
the remaining wiring which occurred while
800 workers were receiving their final pay
cheque.

The following day, a convoy of trucks,
accompanied by 50 gardai, continued to
strip the plant.

This hard-nosed management approach
was led by Hartmunt Hengswerth, chief
executive officer and Niall Saul, personnel
manager, whose previous task was union-
busting at Chadwicks. The company is
drawing up a list of workers’ names for
“disciplinary action” including those of
strike leaders.

“This dispute”, says Eddie McEllone,
chief shop-steward, “/s anothermajorshow £11 million costs this year and has
of how multinational managements are Clearly made the work force its prime
attempting to break trade unions world- target. But this attitude hasn’t been taken
wide.”” into the boardroom, where Alex Spain

The 960 workers are depending for is Paid £80,000 per year for a post com-
heir jobs on the solidarity of their fellow bining the roles of chief executive and
trade unionists in Germany and Great Managing director.

Britain to boycott the lIrish products. 3 o ¢

But the workers are standing firm. “We F'gf‘"’? o unen_mploymem foppth i
may never go back,” says McEllone, Counties issued this week wére attacked
Qe o e decent | DY SA DeEyAUne pIOYECRC ST SSanRe

negotiated system, not an imposed.one.” 97°% underestimation. The “seasonally-
Py " adjusted figures”’ from the Department of

Take it or( leave it’ style negotiation Economic Development were 127'_600'
is also being used by Memorex, in Clon- but the Unemployeq Centre put the flgz{re
dalkin, County Dublin, where 200 redun- at 146,000. The figure for Derry city
dancies have been announced and a 17- went up by 140 to 9,917. But all was not

p s loom — Strabane male unemployment
point unnegotiable plan was put before 9 ¢
the 293 warkers on Friday, January 9th. actually fell by a staggering 0.4% to 50.6%!

The plan includes the right of super- W N : v 5
visors to sack on the spot and cuts in shift he Limerick firm Analog Devices

rates. Severance terms for the 200 redund- ha‘s rem.oved 9'95!"3“', ngmen fmm_ its
ant workers are also extremely meagre. microchip production lines after a Univer-
L sity of Massachusetts report showed a

B+1 sacked 1,000 of its 1,490 workers misFarriage fate 0f.39% amang StcWORkS
on Tuesday, January 20th, one of the ers in the US.
biggest lay-offs in the history of the 26-
County state.

- *

While the 26-County Coalition consid-
ers £300 million spending cuts and Fianna

d tti

Fail promises to keep expenditure at
1986 levels (which means exactly the
same) tax evasion by the rich remains
a scandal.

The Revenue Commissioners sought
£530 million in back taxes in 1984 while
the rate of money actually collected
dropped from 13.3% in 1980 to 6% in
1984. Yet this figure alone is only part
of the ‘black hole’ into which the 26-
County governments have thrown the
earnings of workers and small farmers.

- »

*

Over 400 people joined the dole queues
in Wexford over the New Year. The
County Wexford unemployment total is
now 8,185 (2,199 more than when the
Coalition came to office. This figure was
increased by another ten people when
the Wexford Agricultural Machinery Com-
pany closed in New Ross last week after
30 years in operation.

In nearby Wexford, Alpine Refrigerat-
ion was liquidated on Friday, January 16th,
making 15 people redundant.

- - e
The Letterkenny Unemployed Action
Group last week condemned the increase
in unemployment in the county over the
last year, pointing out that this problem

THE LAUNCH of the Fine Gael election campaign was dis-
rupted by students on Wednesday, January 21st, when the

Union of Students in Ireland (USI) launched its own cam-
paign for a freeze in college fees and improvements in grants
and facilities by occupying the Fine Gael headquarters. Fine
Gael was forced to move its press conference to a room in the
Burlington Hotel, Leeson Street, Dublin. In order to show
the non-party character of their campaiqn, the students also
occupied the nearby Fianna Fail head office.
Students saw the occupations Meanwhile, Fianna Fail has

s “a springboard”’ for their cam- “still made no commi.lment n: a
paign to make education an elect- fees freeze and a grant increase”.
jon issue. They have set February SUPPORT

13th as a deadline for the parties Sinn Fein education spokesper-
to respond to their demands. son Aengus O Snodaigh, the Sinn
US| President Patricia Hegarty Fein candidate for Dublin Sou‘th-
says: East, welcomed “the direct action

“Fine. Gael and Labour are taken by [VAA

responsible for the most vicious “Sinn Fein supports the stu-
fee increases we have ever exper- dents’ demands for a fees freeze,
jenced, edging many low and increased grants and improved
middle-income groups - out of callege facilities as basic dl'l't:ll-
third-level educllzran." ? ion rights for Ireland’s youth.” -

is a massive drain on the state’s resources
The Donegal jobless total showeq aﬁ
increase of 679 to 12,485,

"
Another aspect of multinational gy.
ploitation was seen in Navan where the
Finnish state company, Outokumpy 7
which controls Tara Mines threatened 100
redundancies and a wage freeze uny)) /
1988. 7

Outokumpu also wants control of th,
nearby Bula mine which has incurred ,
£12 million debt before one sod has beer,
turned and in spite of an additional £11 7
million given by Leinster House for 5
mere 25% share in the company.

Joe Reilly, the Meath Sinn Feijp
election candidate, has condemned the
“rip-off of the Irish people” involved i
the Tara/Bula story.

In ten years’ operations Tara paid ng
tax to the 26-County government. [rish
ore was shipped out to European smelters 7
rather than being processed here, thys *
wiping out potential Irish jobs. When jrs
Canadian bosses went bust last year, Tar;
went over the heads of Leinster House
politicians to sell to Outokumpu. By the
end of the year, the Finns will be able 1o
take the Navan ore to Finland for smelt
ing.

Because the same company owns
both the mine and the smelter, it can
charge a ‘price’ for this ‘export’ which
will avoid tax. Joe Reilly has slammed
such multinational companies which
“trade our resources and our jobs to their
advantage and our poverty”.

Outokumpu’s demand for redundancie:
and a wage-freeze (which with 3% inflat
jon effectively means a wage cut) will :
add to rocketing Meath unemploymen
figures and will cost Navan £35,000 pe
week in lost wages. The number on th
dole in Navan, Kells 'and Trim has grown
by 83% on the 1982 figure. ;

-

The argument put forward by employ-
ers that workers are ‘striking themselves
out of jobs’ has been disproved by last
year’s 26-County strike figures.

While the unemployment figures were
going through the ceiling, ending the year
at over a quarter of a million, the number
of days lost through strikes fell drastically
The 1986 unemployment average for the
whole of 1986 showed an increase of
6,000 on the previous year while strike
figures for the same time fell by over a 2
third, according to figures from the Dublin
Department of Labour.

Over two thirds of the 315,500 days
lost were due to the teachers’ and the
corporation workers’ strikes, both pro-
voked by the Labour/Fine Gael govern-
ment.

The number of strikes was the lowest
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mally charged, though the RUC made him
pay £50 ‘RUC bail’ as a condition of his
release.

SINN FEIN has strongly d d
the upsurge of harassment by the
RUC in the Short Strand area of
East Belfast.

In recent weeks, numerous local men
have been assaulted by the RUC and then
thr d with trumpi p charges, and
several face RUC death threats. Two young
men have recently reported attempts by
the RUC to blackmail them into working
as informers, offering that petty charges
would be dropped.

Residents of the tiny nationalist ghetto
face regular harassment on the streets. Sinn
Fein's local spokesperson, Joe O’Donnell,
points out ;

““This form of martial law is compound-
ed by the fact that the area is sealed off
every weekend by UDR roadblocks on
both bridges leading into the area.”

One of those assaulted by the RUC was
local Sinn Fein member Dominic McNul-
ty (27), who was arrested on Thompson
Street last Tuesday night, January 13th,
shortly after midnight, thrown into a jeep
and taken to nearby Mountpottinger Road
Barracks. There he was grabbed by the
throat, slapped around the head and kick-
ed. An RUC sergeant threatened to “stiff”
him “one dark night”. McNulty was held

for about 80 minutes but he was not for-

Th Street resident father-of-two
Danny Gartland (35) witnessed the RUC
arresting McNulty. Five days later, on Sun-
day evening, January 18th, an RUC patrol
called at his home and ordered him to the
barracks, where he was told he had “push-
ed” an RUC man during the previous
incident. Gartland was held for 30 min-
utes, cautioned and ordered to report to
the barracks on Wednesday (January 21st).

‘STAY OUT’

On Friday, the RUC stopped two young
men from the nearby Markets area, Sam
Caskey (24) and Martin Clinton (22), on
the Albert Bridge and told them to “stay
out” of the Short Strand. Sam Caskey
was told that if any crown forces were
injured in the area “/ would be found
floating up the Lagan"".

Later on Friday night, Caskey was
arrested in a local club on the pretext
that he had “pushed” an RUC man. Cas-
key was held in the local barracks, where
he was slapped and threatened with a
pistol before being released without
charge after 20 minutes.

Many Short Strand residents complain
of distasteful abuse from RUC patrols on
the streets. Mother-of-two Ann Cunning-
ham, of Altcar Street, told AP/RN that

©® DOMINIC McNULTY

every time she goes out she suffers verbal
abuse from RUC squads.

Residents are increasingly being stop-
ped after dark. At around 10pm last Fri-
day night, Mrs Cunningham's brother-in-law
Peter was stopped at the corner of Harper
Street. Following some trivial verbal ex-
changes, he was headbutted by an RUC
man and punched in the ribs several times.

YOUTH WORKER

Also last Friday night, local Sinn Fein
member Danny Devenny was stopped by
the RUC in Madrid Street as he returned
home from a local youth disco which he
helps to organise.

Devenny was manhandled and kicked
and taken to Mountpottinger Barracks,
where .an RUC Sergeant Templeton told
him:

“We’re in charge here and you have no
rights.”

Devenny was taken to a small room
where he was punched in the back and
kneed in the groin. After 1% hours he was
released on RUC bail. When he made a
formal complaint about his arrest and ill-
ftreatment, he was again hurled across the
room by Sergeant Templeton.

On Tuesday, the RUC formally laid the
ludicrous charge of ‘behaviour likely to
cause a breach of the peace’ against him.

And in yet another attack last Friday
night, 20-year-old James Cormican was

® JAMES CORMICAN

beaten by the RUC in Chemical Street,
suffering bruises to his arms and hands,
as well as an injury to his ear which re-

quired treatment. Cormican was then
arrested and told he would be charged
with four assaults and disorderly behav-
iour.

ONGOING RUC efforts to
acting as informers have again come to light in the Short
Strand area of East Belfast.

B8Y EAMONN TRACEY

intimidate natlonallsts

RUG INTIMIDATION

Donnell refused to co-operate and
was eventually released.
CHASED

Last week, as he was driving

home from work he was chased

into

Twice in recent weeks RUC
men have arrested and harassed
23-year-old Frankie McDonnell,
from Austin Street, demanding
that he supply them with informa-
tion about local republicans.

Two days before Christmas,
McDonnell and a friend were
returning home from a local club
when they were stopped by the
RUC in the Mountforde Estate
and McDonnell, who objected to

the manner in which one RUC
man was searching him, was
arrested, then punched and dragg-
ed into an armoured jeep. During
interrogation in Mountpottinger
Barracks, the RUC threatened to
charge him with assault, disorder-
ly behaviour and obstruction.

In return for his release he was
asked to find out who was in the
IRA and where weapons were
held. Although frightened, Mc-

by a mobile RUC patrol and
forced off the road on the loyalist
side of the Newtownards Road.
The RUC searched the car and
made several threatening comm-
ents.

McDonnell told Sinn Fein that
he is “extremely worried”. Local
representative Joe McDonnell ap-
pealed to anyone suffering similar
threats to contact Sinn Fein and
“help expose this sordid tactic”.

| sister-in-law Ann, went to visit his
brother John who was being held

in Strand Road RUC Barracks for
pay of fines. There were
bout 12 RUC men in the hall

[ By kevinmccooL
A RECENTLY-RELEASED victim of paid per)urer Robert
Quigley has suffered further humiliation and har at
the hands of the RUC in Derry.

Patrick Deery, of Glenowen
Park, was imprisoned on the
uncorroborated word of Quigley
in June 1986 after he and Seamus
Mahon had been illegally handed
across the Donegal border to

waiting RUC men by local gardai.
Following the collapse of the
Quigley show-trial he returned to
Derry.

On Sunday afternoon, January
18th, Deery, accompanied by his

who recognised Deery and began
to taunt him. One of the hostile
RUC men told him that he had
been “dared” by the others to
blow Deery’s head off and then
said:

@PATRICK DEERY

“l wish | had a few spare
rounds because you, you one-
eyed bastard, are first preference
for them!” (Deery lost an eye
when he was hit by a rubber

bullet when he was 16.)

When it was Deery’s turn to
visit his brother, the RUC man,
goaded on by the others, intimi-
datingly followed him to the
visiting room. There he glared at
Deery from behind a desk then
pulled out his revolver and point
ed it straight at him. Deery told
AP/RN:

“The RUC man leaned forward
and put the gun to my head but
put it away again-when the jailer
arrived with my brother. However,
before leaving the visiting raom he
again produced the revalver and
‘romised’ that it was definitely
for me.”




BY MAIRTIN Mac DIARMADA

IRREFUTABLE evidence has been
uncovered which proves that applic-
ants for jobs in a Board of Works
drainage scheme in County

f X I ons made by
Sinn Fein councillors last year that the

scheme was rife with political jobbery.

In September, Fianna Fail and Fine
Gael councillors joined forces on Monagh-
an County Council to defeat a Sinn Fein
motion which called for a public inquiry
into the vetting of applicants for work in
the Blackwater Drainage Scheme. At that
time, Sinn Fein Councillors Caoimhghin
O Caolain and Pat Treanor revealed that
lists of applicants for the jobs had been
submitted for approval to the Garda Spec-
ial Branch and that those for whom “rep-
resentations” had been made by Fine Gael
and Fianna Fail politicians got preference
for the positions.

DOCUMENTS

Documents obtained by Sinn Fein now
show that the jobbery scandal went as high
as the ministerial desk in the Department
of Finance in Dublin. On September 12th,
a note was sent from a county official in
Monaghan to the Department with a list of
15 successful applicants to be submitted
for approval by Minister of State Avril
Doyle.

A personnel officer in the Department
attached a cover note before passing on the
list to the minister’s secretary, saying that
the county official “has requested early
approval to recruit the 15 men listed as
labourers”.

® Work being carried [
out on the Blackwater
Drainage Scheme, Co-
nty Monaghan
TR

DAMNING EVIDENCE

The most damning evidence is contain-
ed in a note back from the Minister of
State’s secretary listing those who “should
be offered employment”. It goes on:

“The Minister of State has indicated
that the remaining vacancies should be
filled following interviews of attending
candidates on whose behalf representations
have been made and who direct applic-
ants.

“A panel of successful candidates foll-
owing these interviews should be sub-
mitted for ministerial approval before any
appointments are made.”’

This clearly shows that not only have S CAOIMLICHINOCAOLAIN
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@ PAT TREANOR

applicants for labouring jobs in the drain-
age scheme been politically vetted but that
those with friends in political office have
been preferred for posts and this jobbery
practice is accepted as normal by Dublin
government ministers.

When the question of recruitment was

first raised by Sinn Fein Councillor Pat
Treanor at the Monaghan Councy Comm-
ittee of Agriculture, the Office of Public
Works said that appointments were made
only on the basis of interviews from app-
licants who came to them directly or from
the local Manpower office.

When the County Council defeated the
Sinn Fein motion for an inquiry last Sept-
ember, all the Fianna Fail and Fine Gael
members voted together after reacting
hysterically to the jobbery allegations.
None of them replied directly to the
charges, preferring instead to vilify Sinn

MINISTER IMPLICATED

Monagh-
an were v'egted for political apprZ?IaI
by a Coalition government minister,
Documents from within the Depmme;n
of Finance confirm revelatij;
—— . L d
L} : % .

. -

Fein for ‘threatening’ the drainage scheme.
Fianna Fail Councillor Jimmy Leonard
admitted that he had “recommended”
people for jobs.

Commenting on the revelations, Sinn
Fein Councillor Caoimhghin O Caolain,
who is a candidate in the Cavan/Monaghan
constituency in the forthcoming general
election, said:

“Despite the pressures and the doubts
cast on our claims at the September meet-
ing of Monaghan County Counci/ we con-
tinued to amass the information necessary
to prove that our local deputies — in partic-
ular John Francis Conlon (Fine Gael) and
Jimmy Leonard (Fianna Fail) — along with
several councillors of both parties in the
Clones and North Monaghan electoral
areas, were knowingly involved in the
despicable practice of jobbery.

“In conjunction with Minister Avril
Doyle, they have wilfully prevented seven
men from securing employment as labour-
ers, jobs they had been adjudged suitable
for and capable of.

“This is neither an attack on the drain-
age scheme in question nor indeed those
who secured work with the board. Rather
it is aimed at the corruption which exists
at all levels of the establishment political
process in this state.”

broken

“BRUTAL and unnecessary” action by the Garda Crime Task

A A

® Peter Nalty — a vic-

tim of the Garda Crime
Task Force

parents’ flat on Saturday night,
January 4th. Such behaviour is
a regular occurrence in the area
and Nalty ignored it.

Gardai lan Ferris and Eugene
Collins then left the car, dragged
Nalty down South Cumberland
Street and hit him with batons,
breaking his nose in two places.
At Pearse Street Garda Barracks,
he was charged with assault, breach
of the peace and drunk and disor-
derly behaviour, although he had
not been drinking. In custody
he was refused a doctor and later
lost his job because of problems of
concentration due to the beating.

0O Snodaigh, a local community
worker, said: “The gardai in this
unit have become a law unto

Force in the Pearse Street/Ringsend area has !)een d
by local Sinn Fein candidate Aengus O Snodaigh

Peter Nalty (16), of Andrew’s by two Task Force members in an
Court, Fenian Street, was taunted unmarked car as he left his

h Ives. The continued harass-
ment of youth in the area is not
going to solve crime: it will serve
to increase it.”
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CAOIMHGHIN O CAOLAIN (33)
is @ member of ,Monaghan County
Council and is married with one
child.

A native of Monaghan town,
where he has long been involved in
Irish language and other cultural
activities, Caoimhghin is a full-time
voluntary community worker with
Sinn Fein and is party organiser for
Counties Cavan and Monaghan.

Since his election to Monaghan
County Council in June 1985,

Caoimhghin has gained a reputation
as a hard-working councillor and
@s a first-class public representative,
raising issues of both local and nat-
ional importance.

KIERAN McCARTHY is married
with two children and he operates
a coal round in the town of Cobh.

Joining Sinn Fein after the
H-Block/Armagh  campaign, he
quickly became involved in many
local issues. In his first time out in
the 1986 local elections, he polled
well and beat several sitting coun-
cillors.

Kieran has worked to expose
racketeering landlords in Cobh and
is active in the Anti-Service Charge
Campaign, the Cobh Ambulance
Committee, and the committee of
the new Gaelscoil.

CORK NORTH-CENTR

DON O'LEARY (29) is married
with two children and lives In
Fairhill. He is a full-time voluntary
community worker for Sinn Fein in
the North Cork area.

Don joined the Republican
Movement in 1975 and is a founder
member of the Countess Markievicz
Sinn Fein Cumann. He has served
on the executive of the Cork
Combhairle Ceantair and on the Ard
Chomhairle of Sinn Fein.

In June 1985, he stood as a
local government election candidate
in the Cork North-Central ward.

ONEGAL NORTH-EAST

EDDIE FULLERTON (51) lives in

Buncrana with his wife and six
children. A builder by trade, he

devotes most of his energies to his
work as a Sinn Fein elected repre-
sentative on Buncrana UDA and
Donegal County Council.

As @ member of Sinn Fein since
1968, Eddie hes been a tireless
campaigner on the political and soc-
ial issues which affect the people
of Donegal, He has led the campaign
of opposition to gaming machines
in the county and has opposed the
imposition of water rates.

Eddie is @ member of Donegal
County Health Committee, the
Housing & Planning Committee and
General Purposes Committee.

DONEGAL SOUTH-WEST

EAMONN MONAGHAN s a small
farmer from les with a

DUBLIN SOUTH-CENTRA

MICHEAL O MUIREAGAIN Is a
full-time Sinn Fein community
worker and is also the Sinn Fein
organiser for Dublin South-Central.

Along with the Sinn Fein team
in the area, he has been involved In
protests and campaigns dealing with
such matters as water rates, main-
tenance of Corporation dwellings
and drug abuse. He works from the
advice centre at 60 The Coombe,
Dublin 8.

Micheal is 28 years old and has
been a member of the Republican
Movement since 1972. He is an ex-
POW having served six years in
Portlaocise Prison for republican
activities. His interests include the
{ of the Irish language

long record of involvement in rep-
ublican and community politics, He
has represented Sinn Fein in local
elections in the past and was activ-
ely involved in the South-West
Donegal Hospital Campaign and in
opposition to the EEC.

From a strong republican back-
ground, Eamonn’s father fought in
the Tan War and in the Civil War,
during which the family home was
burned down by the Staters. His
father stood as a Sinn Fein candid-
ate in the constituency while a
prisoner in Mountjoy Jail in 1923,
In more recent times, his mother
died after a Garda raid on the
family home in 1977,

DUBLIN CENTRA

CHRISTY BURKE (38) is a Dublin
City Councillor and Is married with
five children.

A native of Hardwicke Street

Flats in the heart of the con-
stituency, he is a full-time volun-
tary community worker, based in
the Sinn Fein adyice centre in Bless-
ington Street. Widely known for his
commitment to tackling the social
and economic problems of his con-
stituents, Christy has been involved
in a wide range of activities includ-
ing:

°

The Concerned Parents Against
Drugs campaign.

Opposition to water rates and
rent increases.

The demand for housing with
amenities for young and old.

DUBLIN NORTH-CENTR

§ %

CIARAN Mac CORMAIC (25) has
lived in Kilmore for 18 years.

He has been a member of Sinn
Fein for five years and is active in
his area on issues such as the
water rates campaign, social welfare
benefit rights, and the setting up
of a community advice centre.

He is a telephone technician
with Telecom Eireann and is a
member of the branch committee
of the Communications Union of
Ireland.

and culture,

DUBLIN NORTH-EAST

P

4

PAMELA KANE is the Sinn Fein
candidate for the Dublin North-
East constituency. She lives in Bal-
doyle and is 22,

Pamela is secretary and youth
officer of Dublin Sinn Fein. As an
activist in the organisation for the
past six years, she has been (nvolv-
ed on a Dublinwide basis in the
campaigns against local authority
service charges, social welfare cut

backs, the drugs menace, and the
antiworking<class policies of succ-
essive 26-County governments.

DUBLIN NORTH-WEST

NIALL DONNELLY (35) is a full-
time voluntary worker and lives in
the Wadelai area of Ballymun with
his wife and two children. He runs
the Sinn Fein advice centre in the
area and has been active in organis-
ing a local branch of the Unemploy-
ed Alliance.

A former member of the Nation-
al Busworkers’ Union, Niall is a
regular contributor to the local
Ballymun Bulletin news-sheet and
also edits Unemployed News, both
of which are produced by Sinn
Fein. He has a solid record as an
activist in many groups including
the Dublin Housing Action &
Resources Campaign, the Dublin
Corporation & Tenants' Group, the
anti-EEC campaign and CREST

the Single p

Act).

HARRY FLEMING
time

(39) is a full-

in Finglas where he lives with his
wife and threo children, Harry Is 8
former shop-steward In the ITGWU
and he led the long struggle against
the closure of the Ranks Flour Mill
in Phibsboro in 1983-1984.

Harry runs the Sinn Fein advice
centre in Finglas and has b}m
involved in many local campaigns
including the anti-water rates cam-
paign, opposition to toxic waste
dumping in thé area, and in the
campalgn to rid the area of heroin

pushers.,
He is active in various local
groups and clubs including the

Workers' Rights Association and
the Mellows Football Club.

DUBLIN SOUTH-EAST

AENGUS O SNODAIGH is a
22.year-old unemployed teacher
from Sandymount.

He is a full-time community
worker with Sinn Fein and has been
active in a wide range of national
and local Issues, ranging from
support for Irish-language rights to
the campaign against water rates
and social welfare cuts.

Besides his involvement in Sinn
Fein, Aengus is a member of
various other organisations, includ-
ing Conradh na Gaeilge, the Irish
Anti-Apartheid Movement, IDATU's
unemployed branch, and the Clan-
na Gael/Fontenoys GAA club. He
is also editor of the quarterly Irish-
language magazine, Saoirse.

Mar Gaeilgeoir 6 dhuchas cuir-
fidh Aengus an teanga chun cinn ar
gach 6cdid ar féidir.

DUBLIN SOUTH-WEST

CHRISTY DUNNE (44) is married
with three children and lives in
Clondalkin. He is an active trade
unionist and has served as ITGWU
shop-steward in Semperit, the tyre
company, for the past 14 years. He
is a member of the Dublin district
council of the ITGWU and of the
Dublin Council of Trade Unions.
Christy joined Sinn Fein in
1982 and each Saturday he operates
the Sinn Fein Community Informa-
tion Centre in Bawnogue.

JOHN NOONAN (33) is an unem-
ployed lorry driver living in the
Fettercairn area of Tallaght with
his wife and six children. He join-
ed the Republican Movement in
1969 and has spent time as a
republican POW in Long Kesh,

For several years, John has camp-
aigned on a variety of local issues.
including unemployment, drug
abuse, maintenance of housing in
the area and opposition to water
rates, social welfare cuts and rent
increases.

John represented Sinn Fein in
the EEC elections in 1984 and in
the local government elections the
following year, polling well on both
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JIMMY DELANEY is a 26-yearold

unemployed welder

from Bally-

fermot. For the past four years he

has

been a full-time voluntary

worker and has operated in Sinn

Fein's

mobile advice centre in

Dublin West.
Jimmy has been involved in a

wide

range of campaigns and com-

munity activities including:
°

The Concerned Parents Ag-
ainst Drugs Campaign.
Ballyfermot Community Ass-
ociation,

The campaign against water
rates

Summer projects for youth.
The Chapelizod By-pass Act-
lon Committee.
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KEVIN FITZPATRICK (39) is a
native of Sallynoggin and now lives
in Ballybrack with his wife and
family. He is well-known through-
out the Dun Laoghaire area, where
he has worked as a milkman for
over 20 years.

An activist in the campaign to
end the heroin scourge, Kevin was
the main instigator of the Concern-
ed Parents Against Drugs (CPAD)
movement in Dun Laoghaire and is
currently chairperson of the CPAD
in the area.

Apart from the drugs issue, Kev-
in is concerned with the plight of
the elderly in the borough and the
impact of health and social service
cut-backs.

DECLAN FINUCANE is a farmer
in Moyvane. Aged 28, he is a nep-
hew of Paddy Finucane, a former
internee and Independent deputy
for Kerry North,

Declan is an active GAA mem-
ber and plays Gaelic football with
the Clounmacon team.

BILLY LEEN is a married man
with three children.

He hails originally from Bally-
macelligat and now lives in Tralee,
where he runs a public house and a
building firm.

Billy has been an active and
hard-working member of Tralee
Urban District Council for almost
a year.

KILDARE

-

PADDY WRIGHT is a native of
Athy where he is employed as a
cemetery caretaker. He has been a
member of Athy UDC since 1979,
topping the poll in that election
and in the local government elect-
ion in 1985. He was also elected
to Kildare County Council in the
1985 election.

Paddy joined Sinn Fein in 1959
and has constantly campaigned for
the political. social and economic
demands of Irish republicanism, He
is active in various social and cul-
tural groups including Clonmullen
Community Association and the
GAA.

As a Sinn Fein councillor he
has opposed the imposition of
water rates and the spread of gaming
machines as well as calling for the
demolition of sub-standard council
housing in the county.

LAOIS/OFFA

JOHN CARROLL is a married man
age 33. He is a member of Birr

Urban District Counclil and was the
Sinn Fein candidate in Leinster in
the 1984 Euro slections.

John spent six years as a repub-
lican prisoner in Portlaoise.

He earns his living es a farmer
and as well as his republican involve-
ment is a member of the GAA. He
Isa fluent Irish speaker.

LIMERICK EAST

PADRAIG MALONE is a 29-year-
old married catering worker from
Prospect. He has lived in Limerick
for most of his life, has been a
member of Sinn Fein since 1974
and has held positions in the party
including Munster organiser (he is
currently a member of the Ard
Chombhairle).

Padraig is the Limerick city
organiser of Sinn Fein and chairper-
son of the North Munster Comhairle
Ceantair,

He is an active trade unionist,
being a shop-steward and a member
of the Limerick No.1 branch
committee of the ITGWU. He is
also a member of the executive
committee of the Limerick Council
of Trade Unions.

ARTHUR MORGAN (32) isa native
of Omeath where he works in the
family fishmongering business. He
has been a member of the Repub-
lican Movement since 1972 and is a
former Long Kesh POW,

Since his release in 1984, Arthur
has been an active member of the
Peter Cleary Sinn Fein Cumann,
working on political and community
issues in the North Louth area.

In 1985, he stood asaSinn Fein
candidate in the local government
elections in the Carlingford area
and although he topped the poll he
narrowly missed election.

MAYO EAST

B 3
A / é

JOE McHAsEs-3 well-known local
republican has served two prison
terms for " his beliefs, Upon his
release in 1983, Joe was elected
to the Sraid Community Council
and is currently its PRO.

A keen GAA enthusiast, Joe
takes a deep interestin Irish history,
He is vicechairperson of the Mich-
ael Davitt National Memorial Com-
mittee. He was Sinn Fein candidate
for Swinford in the 1985 local
elections.
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JOE REILLY (36) lives in Comm-
ons Road, Navan and is 8 Sinn Fein
organiser.

He is active on several local iss-
ues and is PRO of the Meath Anti-
Service Charges Campaign.

Joe is an active trade unionist,
being a member of the ITGWU
branch committee and of Meath
Trades Council.

Joe Reilly was imprisoned in
Portlaoise for ten years for rep-
ublican activities.

SLIGO/LEITRIM

JOHN JOE McGIRL has been
vicepresident of Sinn Fein since
1983. He is married and has five
children, He was born at Augha-
sheelin, Ballinamore, and still lives
in Ballinamore.

John Joe has been a life-long
member of the Republican Move-
ment and has spent ten years in
prison all over the 32 Counties,
including the Curragh and Long
Kesh Concentration Camps. He is
the only prisoner to have been in
both Long Kesh and the Curragh
Camps when they were burned
down

John Joe has served on Leitrim
County Council for 20 years and
was elected a Sinn Fein TD for
Sligo/Leitrim in 1957.

TIPPERARY NORTH

{ \
JIMMY NOLAN is a native of
Nenagh where he has been a member
of the UDC since the 1985 local
government elections.

From a strong republican back-
ground, he spent six years in Port-
laoise Jail for his beliefs, during
which he spent 47 days on hunger-
strike against poor conditions.

A fluent Irish speaker, Jimmy
has an active interest in local music
and culture.

WATERFORD

NOEL RYAN (31), a life-long re-
publican and active trade unionist,
is a full-time voluntary community
worker living in Waterford city,

Noel is a former shop-steward
at the Siemens factory in Water-
ford but has been unemployed
since the factory closed without
warning in August 1981. A foot-
sore Noel also took part in the
1982 Waterford to Dublin ‘Peo-
ple's March for Decent Jobs'.
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AN SDLP councillor in County
Tyrone has been accused of under-
mining a local community’s oppos-
ition to the development of lignite
by multinationals and the building of
a power station along the shores of
Lough Neagh.

The appearance of a leading article and
a half-page statement in the local paper,
The Democrat, on January 8th, from SDLP
man Paddy Duffy, a councillor in the Ard-
boe area, urged farmers to allow the drill-
ing of exploratory boreholes on their land
and reap the financial benefits of up to
£1,000 compensation from BP Coal, who
have the lignite exploration licence.

Duffy did an excellent PR job for the
mining company, repeatedly labouring the
point that his motive was purely to get all
available information “out into the open”
in order to “end the uncertainty” for local
people. On the one hand he claimed his in-
terest in the exploration of lignite was to
““maximise every possible potential”’ which
exists in the Ardboe area which would ben-
efit the people, yet on the other hand'said
that if exploration and a public enquiry
showed that lignite development would be
to the disadvantage of all, then he would
become “totally opposed” to the idea.

SHOCK
The people of the Moortown/Ballin-

derry area were shocked to learn from
Duffy’s statement that he had been offic-
ially involved in talks with the Department
of the Environment in examining the
lignite position since 1981, This was four
years before local people were aware of the
pending threat to their community and the
formation of Lignite Action in January
1985, a group formed to campaign against
open-cast lignite mining.

Lignite Action quickly challenged Duffy.
to explain why he had “kept people in the
dark for so many years”. They dismissed
his insinuations that they had intimidated
farmers from having their land bored. In a
statement replying to Duffy, they said his
allegations “had absolutely no foundation
in fact and did the greatest disservice to
Lignite Action and all the people who have
supported us for the past two years.”

CHALLENGE

The group went on to challenge Duffy’s
arrogant remarks that the extraction of lig-
nite would not affect fishing on Lough
Neagh and called on him to provide the
“scientific proof” of this and to “share this
information with us and the fishing
families”.

For someone who claimed, as Duffy
had, to have spent a considerable time over
the past five years examining the lignite
position, “the writer demonstrates a poor
grasp of open-cast lignite mining. and the
effects of a power station sitting beside
Lough Neagh”, they added. In answer to

® LOUGH NEAGH
his suggestion that the erection of a power
station would initially provide 2,000 jobs
in the first two years, then between 200 and
300 in the next 30 years, Lignite Action
stressed:

“Such jobs are specialised and highly
technical. The truth is there would be
£1,000 compensation for a few people,
construction work for a few years and the
cost would be the loss of a community and
a way of life.”

ATMOSPHERE
Local Sinn Fein Councillors Pearse
McAleer and Francis McNally said that
Duffy, who has met BP Coal on at least one
occasion and whose law firm has under-

taken to research for the mining company,
was trying to create an atmosphere in
which lignite mining could be facilitated
without opposition from people in the
area.

Any attempt by Duffy to weaken the
campaign of Lignite Action they said was
“playing into the hands of those advocat-
ing lignite mining”. Multinationals like BP
Coal had an infamous record of acting ir-
responsibly when it came to community
interests and Lignite Action called on the
SDLP to end speculation that any of their
elected representatives were “involved with
BP Coal with regard to their exploration
activities in the area, especially in a legal
capacity”.

STRABANE SCANDAL DEEPENS

[ sveamonnTRACEY |

|REVELATIONS in a local government auditor’s report of

fees”.

and excessive charges for medical

In the face of tremendous

gross - mismanagement and corruption in Strabane Council
(unearthed by Sinn Fein Councillor Ivan Barr) have been

highlighted again with the publication last

1 q

of a

opposition from other councillors,
Ivan Barr and his two Sinn Fein
Il — who forced the

letter from the North’s Department of the Environment
which criticises the previous council and council officials.

The lengthy letter from the
assistant secretary of the depart-
ment, Nigel Hamilton, pointed out
that the DOE “s seriously con-
cerned about the procedures and
systems of internal control within
your council which have given rise
to the matters outlined in detail
in the auditor’s report”.

Hamilton went on to say that
he corresponded in - November
1982 with the then SDLP chair-
person of the council, John
Gallagher, and the town clerk,
Mr McMorran, on “a number of

it Y fi ial proced
which had been identified at that
time”.
The DOE, Hamilton comment-
viewed with “the utmost

ed,
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seriousness” the fact that last
November’s auditor’s report (four
years later]) confirmed that the
financial issues raised, such as the
chairperson’s allowance and works
contracts, had continued “/n a
most unsatisfactory manner”,

EXPLANATION
DEMANDED

The DOE has now demanded,
under the Local Government Act
1972, “a detailed memorandum
on all the issues raised in the local
government auditor’s report by
February 13th 1987” and ‘“ex-
planations on a number of other
issues listed by the DOE. These
include the council’s failure to
keep within budgets and estimates

Europe Surface
Europe Airmail

Jreland . .. o oo 0ol
Britain . . ... ...

council last December to agree to
the blish of a “ i
tee of inquiry” — welcome the
DOE’s comments. Barr said :

“The department’s letter would
appear to indicate that the pre-
vious council as a whole, together
with certain council officials,
were responsible for failing to
take corrective measures.

“l now understand why pres-
ent councillors who were in coun-
cil in the past had done all in their
power to prevent the financial
dealings from being exposed.

“| fail to see how any of those
particular councillors could now
participate in a committee of
inquiry into the contents of the

Ity

i
i
il

.

1

I
5

!

auditor’s report and consider
possible disciplinary action against
certaln council officials in view of

- Ireland.

Send to AP/AN,

their own ubvious negligence in
failing to correct the situation

44 Parnell Square, Dublin 1,

after it had been brought to their
attention in 1982.”
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SECRET COMMITTEE EXPOSED

—Gouncils round-up—

| BY EAMONN TRACEY I

THERE WAS UPROAR at the Stra-
pane District Council meeting on
Tuesday night, January 20th, when
sinn Fein Councillor Ivan Barr and
his two colleagues, Charlie McHugh
and Thomas McNamee, proposed a
number of motions aimed at expos-
ing the work of the council’s secret
RUC Liaison Committee, and reveal-
ed the contents of a confidential
letter from the Northern Ireland
office outlining the true role of such
bodies.

Barr challenged the right of the commit-
tee to meet secretly on council property,
or for the minutes of its meetings to be
kept from other councillors, and he de-
manded that all councillors “be furnished
with details of the time, date and venue
of ali future meetings”, and that all coun-
cillors should have access to the minutes
of all meetings of the committee.

DECEPTION

The three Sinn Fein councillors vigor-
ously disputed the public perception, or
NIO description, of such committees as
merely a public relations exercise. Quot-
ing from a confidential letter sent by the
then Labour minister, Don Concannon,
in June 1977 to all councils in the North,
and recently acquired by Sinn Fein, Barr
revealed the true purpose behind the estab-
lishment of liaison committees.

According to Concannon:

“The p of the ittees re-
mains the same as ever — to provide the
security forces with a channel for receiv-
ing local information of relevance to the
security situation.

In addition, the letter underpins the
importance of the counter-insurgency role
of such committees in winning the ‘hearts
and minds’ of the local population. The
letter says:

“The need to promote these objectives
is certainly as great as it has ever been. An
unders ing the ity of
what the security forces are doing is crucial
to their success.”

In the vote which followed the furore
generated by these motions, the two SDLP
councillors and two Independent nation-

©® IVAN BARR

® THOMAS McNAMEE

alist councillors abstained, allowing the
seven Unionist councillors to out-vots and
defeat the three Sinn Fein councillors.

Ivan Barr told AP/RN:

“We weren’t surprised by the actions of

bates
ches and d& 2
7 an Feln Ard-Fhesd
dentinl 04475

of Gerry Adom!

The maia 5P/
from the 1986 5V
including the prest

The Politics
of Revolution

Republican Publications

REPUBLICAN PUBLICATIONS has pro-
duced a 48-page illustrated book on the
1986 Ard-Fheis — The Politics of Revol-
ution.

The book contains most of the major
speeches from the abstentionist debate
at the Ard-Fheis, including the text of
speeches by Pat Doherty (proposing the
Ard Chombhairle motion), John Joe McGirl,
Joe Cahill and Martin McGuinness.

The Politics of Revolution also includes
the full text of Sean McManus’s address
and Gerry Adams’ presidential address. All
of these important speeches were previous-
Iy unpublished.

This historic document is available from
Republican Publications at the price of
£1.50. It can be obtained from the usual
republican outlets including:

51/53 Falls Road or Dublin 1.
Belfast
If you have any difficulty in obtaining
your copy, contact your local AP/AN seller
or Sinn Fein cumann.
Keep up with republican debate, get
The Politics of Revolution.

® CORMAC McALEER

the other nationalist councillors, particu-
larly the SDLP. Since the liaison commit-
tee was first established ten years ago, the
SDLP have played an active role in it.
SDLP Councillor John Gallagher, who is

a former chairperson of the council, joined
the liaison committee in August 1982 and
remains a member. Former SDLP Council-
lor Mary McCrea still retains her member-
ship also.”

CASH NEED FOR FARMERS

At Omagh District Council, Sinn Fein
Councillor Cormac McAleer proposed a
motion calling for special consideration to
be given to small farmers from less-favour-
ed areas. He said that small farmers would
be “drastically affected”” by the new EEC
measures allegedly designed to reduce
surpluses.

McAleer, warning that some farmers
“will go to the wall”, pointed out:

“It is very important that this council
passes this motion and shows that we
care about the small farmers in our area
who will be adversely hit by the attempts
to resolve this problem.”

EXTRADITION

Meanwhile, both Omagh and Ferman-
agh District Councils passed Sinn Fein
motions opposing the present extradition
agreement between the 26 Counties and
Britain. Confusion within the SDLP was
evident when SDLP councillors in Omagh
supported the motion while their colleag-
ues in Fermanagh abstained.

LEITRIM

At the January meeting of Leitrim Coun-
ty Council, the massive rent rises for coun-
cil houses was slammed. Motions against
the rises — in some cases up from £4 to
£14 — came from Sinn Fein Councillors
John Joe McGirl and Mel Farrell. McGirl
said:

““There is no way we can go along with
this grasping rise when people are trying
to make ends meet.”

TRALEE

Tralee’s Sinn Fein Councillor Billy
Leen proposed a motion at the last coun-
cil meeting in support of Raymond Crotty’s
High Court action against ratification of
the Single European Act. He first raised the
issue at the council last May, proposing
opposition to the signing of the Act, but
the council deferred any decision “unti/
it was too late”, commented Leen.

44 Parnell Square
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NUACHT FEIRSTE, the weekly all-
Irish newspaper produced by Sinn
Fein, celebrates its first year of pub-
lication this week.

Its combination of news, reviews,
prison sceal and a weekly column by
Deasun Breatnach has made Nuacht
Feirste essential reading for all repub-
lican Gaeilgeoiri,

Readers can make a practical con-
tribution to Nuacht Feirste’s first
birthday celebrations by taking out
a subscription (£6 for six months or
£12 for a year).

Orders should be sent to: An
t-Eagarthoir, 147 Bothar Bhaile An-
darsan, Beal Feirste 11.
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Repair delays cause hargship
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HOUSING EXECUTIVE tenants in a Magherafelt, County Derry,
estate are “at the end of their tether” over delays in repair work on

their homes.

Twelve families from Mullaghboy
Crescent moved out last September in
the first phase of a major refurbish-
ment scheme for the 40-year-old
estate of 70 houses. The work,
Including the installation of central
heating and rewiring, was supposed
™ take six weeks, Three months
later, the work has sill not been
completed,

Eight families originally moved
into caravans, but five families could
not cope in the cramped conditions
and obtained sccommodstion with
relatives or friends.

Geraldine Hughes, who has three
children, has been In & carsvan for
nine weeks. The children have all
had chest infections because of the
damp and, In the recent bad westher,
really severe problems were caused
when the water pipes froze

The caravan tenants were moved

into bed and breakfast accommoda-
tion for five days during the worst
of the bad weather, but had to spend
the day-time in the caravans, Geral-
dine Hughes says

“When | got the two eldest out to
school, Nicole and | had to come
back here and we just walked from
one neighbour to another.”

DAMP

Although work on her house is still
not completed, Geraldine Hughes was
told to mowve Into it on Monday,
January 19th,

“The wells are soaking end
ceilings in the houss are damp or not
even finished,” she told AP/RN.

“Both Gary, my mven-yearold
son and | are asthmatics and | don’t
want to mowe from one bad sitwation
into another. ™

Sinn Fein ectivist Damien Mc
Bride, who has been Involved with

the tenanty’ amoch
about the long del;
this phase of the scheme, saki

on In protests
+ In complating

ensure that work
quickly and professionally so that

“The Housing Executive must
is carried out

further phases of the scheme do not
cause such inconvenience and hard-
hip.”

® Bairbre de Brun | 9)

learners in Newry

IRISH LANGUAGE
PRESENTATIONS

BELFAST Irish language activist and Sinn Fein cultural

officer, Bairbre de Brun, visited Newry on Friday night,
January 16th, to present certificates to 17 people from the
Newry area and to give a lecture on Du/ Chun Cinn na

Gaeilge.

The lecture and presentation
ceremony was organised by the
Newry branch of Conradh na
Gaeilge, which has been running
successful classes based on every-
day conversation.

De Brun, an active member of
Conradh na Gaeilge in Belfast, is
currently engaged on their behalf
in an evaluation of the needs of
Irish language learners and teach-

ers.
After the presentation of the
Comhaltas Uladh certificates, de

Brun praised the work of Irish-
language activists in Newry and
congratulated Conradh na Gaeilge
for its pioneering work in getting
the support of local councillors
for the language. She warned
local Gaeilgeoiri against accepting
half-measures from local councils
and encouraged them to work
alongside locally-based language
organisations to ensure the full

sterling work of those who set
up the Scoil
Feirste and the six naionra in
the Belfast area. She also de-
nounced the threat to remove

the ACE grants from Nai-scoll :
Mhic Airt in East Belfast and :
castigated those who had init- :

iated the withdrawal on political
grounds of grant aid from comm-
unity and educational projects.
In conclusion, de Brun ex-
pressed her delight at witnessing
thriving classes in Newry and said

that there was a new awareness °:

o b

the country,but part-

P of their
She went on to speak of the
difficulties of adult learners of

icularly in the Six Counties, of
the importance of our national
culture.

Ghaelach Bheal
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THE GROWING THREATS to the already inadequate social
welfare system in the 26 Counties are to be met with a Nat-
ional Campaign for Welfare Reform (NCWR) which was
launched at a press conference in Dublin on Monday, January

19th.

Those involved in the new
group came together following the
publication of the Report of the
Commission on Social Welfare in
August last year when a response

: was sent to the Minister for Soc-

ial Welfare, Gemma Hussey. The
campaign set out a set of basic de-
mands to defend social welfare
recipients and carry out reform,
The NCWR points out that the
Coalition was never inte d in
social welfare reform and that no
public response was issued by
them to the Commission report,
even though they promised to
respond by the end of 1986.
Fianna Fail also failed to res-
pond and there was no debate in
Leinster House on the issue. In
fact, in the wake of the social wel-
fare ‘equality’ cut, the Christmas

R

‘bonus’ cut, and the food subsidy
cut, the two main Leinster House
parties are entering the general
election campaign competing with
each other as to which is going to
make the most cuts in the future.
This is despite the fact that over
one third of the 26-County pop-
ulation live on social welfare.
ELECTION CHALLENGE

At its press conference on
Monday, the NCWR announced
that it would be challenging all
candidates in the general election
on their policies with regard to
social welfare.

Sinn Fein has already come out
in support of the broad demands
of the campaign and Dublin Sinn
Fein has already protested about
welfare cuts in a widespread
campaign just before Christmas.
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Ireland-earthquake country

NOT JUST another
Hammett returns with a look
the state of the 26 Counties
of whose contributors are
system which is responsible
the 26 Counties are in.

book review! Zz

at a book on
the majority
part of the
for the state

STRANGE as it seems, this is a book that |'ve been await-

ing for a long time — ever since the lect

were broadcast on RTE.

ures in the book

It was during the terrible winter

of last year and the programmes were in the seri
Davis Lectures, that RTE runs annually. e T

According to RTE, these
lectures are supposed to rep-
resent”the best In contemp-
orary Irish scholarship”, | rem-
ember all of this because
the lectures | heard on the
radio were about the only
thing more terrible than the
cold weather outside,

Obviously it was prime mat-
erial for a book!

In honour of the 25th
anniversary of Dublin’s Econ-
omic & Social Research Instit-
ute (ERSI), the lectures were
about the social and economic
changes that have occurred over
the past 25 years, Of course
with typical partitionist ment-
ality, the lectures are exclusively
about the 26 Counties, with
only the odd reference to ‘the
North’. There isn't even a
chapter on the North, which is
astounding since it is one of the
major ‘problems’ of the past 256
years.

So here we are in another
cold grey winter. And here

are these . lectures back to
haunt us.
TRANSITION TO WHAT?

The first thing that Is wrong
about Ireland in Transition is its
title. It begs the question: “/n
transition from what?” and
“to what?"'. Usually when bour-
geois social scientists use phrases
like this, they are talking about
the so<alled transition from
“traditional”” to “modern’* soc-
iety. This implies that Ireland
is unstoppably on its way to
modernism, European/US style,
as long as we all act like good
capitalists and follow the exam-
ple of our betters. The only
question is how long it will take
us to get there.

If this way of thinking is
correct, then we can jump to
the conclusion that success is
unavoidable, even if it takes a
while. All of our present troubles,
our unemployment and our
poverty, are but rough bumps
along the way. Nothing is basic-
ally wrong with the system and
there is therefore no need for
revolutionary changes.

Now for those of us who
have not been a part of the
system, it is easy to be critical.
We can say that the system is
corrupt and unworkable; that
we need some basic, revolut-
ionary changes in the economic
and social system if we hope to
achieve any meaningful develop-
ment; that we need a govern-
ment of and for the working
class of the whole of Ireland,
not of and for the large farmers,
the professionals and the multi-
National corporations.

But many of the people
who contribute 1o this book, in-
cluding the legendary T.K. Whit-

©r are part and parcel of our
Present system. So if it's revol-
ution you're looking for, don't
o0k 1o this book.

=

Still, one would hope that
the articles in a book of this
sort would be at least critical
of the system, or at the very
least descriptive. But while a few
chapters are mildly critical, a
great deal of /reland in Tran-
sition is an apology for the reg-
ime. It avoids many of our
social and economic problems.
And where it recognises prob-
lems, it lays the blame some-
where else, outside the system.

THE ECONOMY

This is especially true of the
articles about the economy
According to experts like Whit-
aker and Trinity College Dublin
Professor Dermot McA leese, the
system isn‘t to blame for those
quarter of amillion unemployed.
Oh, dearie, nol No, you can
blame those problems on the oil
crises, The “big oil crisis” of
1974 and the “mini oil crisis”
of 1979. Yes, we were doing
great until those Arabs stepped
in and messed up our economic
progress.

Now, when | hear this sort
of thing my stomach turns.
It's like a contractor who builds
a skyscraper in earthquake coun-
try but doesn’t bother to make
it earthquake-proof. Fifty years
ago we might have let him away
with it because earthquake-
proof building materials were
not available. But today, when
it is possible to make earthquake-
proof buildings, we’d have to
consider that man a murderer
when the big tremor comes
along and his building falls to
the ground in a heap of rubble.

The world economy is earth-
quake country. Depressions, oil
crises and severe price move-
ments are common there. And
these are economic tremors that
will bring a small economy
tumbling down if it is inad-
equately protected. Indeed,
they’ve brought down many a
developing economy that was
protected.

In the past 30 years T.K.
Whitaker (who is now com-
plaining so loudly about oil
crises) along with successive
Dublin governments, have been
responsible for building our
economic structure in earthquake
country. They purposefully made
us dependent on free trade,
foreign investment, EEC policies,
trade in cattle, and the whims of
private industry. And in order
to make sure that the muilti-
nationals would come to lre-
land in droves, they made sure
that there would be no controls
over the behaviour of private ind- -

IRELAND

TRANSITION
TRANSITION
TRANSITION

Economic and Social Change Since 1960

Edited by

1 A.Ken nedy

The Thomas Davis Lecture Series M

ustry. In other words they failed
to make our economy earth-
quake-proof.

So the earthquakes came.

First, Irish industry collapsed
following our accession to the
EEC, the removal of protection
and the inflow of foreign prod-
ucts (and not because of the oil
crisis, which, coincidentally, hap-
pened at the same time). Then
the multinationals either started
closing down or they repatri-
ated so much of their profits
that they left us without invest-
ment capital. And they didn’t
even leave behind all of the new
technology and orders for Irish
goods that the experts had been
promising for so long.

Then even lrish agriculture
began to collapse due to the sect-
or's reliance on EEC price sup-
ports and other forms of free
money. Small farmers were
driven off their land through
debt, and agriculture became the
sole domain of the corporate
farmers and the speculators.

Now, like the fly-by-night
building contractors, the experts
are trying to duck their respons-
ibility, along with: the multi-
nationals and private industry,
for our unprecedented unem-

- ployment, poverty and general

economic collapse. Such is the
nature of the first four chapters
of Ireland in Transition,

In fairness, the chapter by

Kieran Kennedy, head of the
ERSI, does admit many of the
mistakes of the past, particul-
arly in relation to the effects
of free trade. Kennedy also
maintains a slightly more crit-
ical eye than the others about
our continuing dependence on
foreign electronics and pharm-
aceutical firms. But even Ken-
nedy lapses into the same old
assumptions that the problems
may be solved by reforms that
would encourage technology
and marketing skills among priv-
ate Irish companies and their
employees. In other words, he
still seems to think that we can
rely on a private enterprise
system where the government
provides money for training and
investment to the private sector
and we all sit around waiting
for “‘development”’ to occur.

A BREATH OF FRESH AIR

Two of the chapters of /re-
land in Transition, however, are
both  critical and informative.
They stand apart from the rest,
which are either unimpressive or
downright bad. One is Rabert
0O'Connor's review of Agricul-
tural and Qther Natural Resour-
ces. The other is Peter Cassells’
analysis of changes in living
standards since 1960.

The strength of O'Connor’s
short chapter lies not so much
in the indepth analysis of nat-
ural resources, nor In its pre-

scriptions for resource policy.
Rather, it is a straightforward,
succinct and understandable re-
view of where Ireland stands in
terms of its natural resources,
and the shortcomings of our
past resource policies. He also
pays careful attention to the
effects of EEC membership on
Irish resource use.

A consistent theme of O‘Con-
nor’s analysis is the lack of down-
stream processing industry for
Irish resources, Our farm produce
and fish, in particular, are ex-
ported in raw form. The pro-
cessing industries, which would
not only provide employment
but which are also more profit-
able in the long run than fishing
and farming, are virtually non-
existent for most natural prod-
ucts.,

Unfortunately, 0O’Connor
stops short of reaching the un-
avoidable conclusion about how
to get such downstream indust-
ries going. After 30 years of ind-
ustrial incentives it is obvious
that the private sector is not up
to the job. It is imperative that
state companies be established
in this vital area. The same is
true for the harvesting and
processing of timber, areas which
have been left in private hands
to disastrous effect.

LIVING STANDARDS

Peter Cassells’ chapter on
living standards is the ather high-

light of the book, particularly
as it comes directly after Brendan
Walsh’s chapter on the growth
of the government. Walsh's
analysis is another of those neo-
conservative,anti big-government
statements that have swamped
our papers and books sorecently
Of course, the Dublin govern-
ment’s level of indebtedness is
the highest in the world, so it
is obyious that something must
be done to cut wasteful spending
But the Des O'Malleys and their
ik have used this fact to launch
an all out attack which blames
social welfare programmes and
the poor for all of our present
ills.

Cassells, on the other hand,
argues forcefully that the stand-
ard of living for the poor and
the working class has fallen far
behind the rich over the past
25 years. We all know that the
poor and the middle-income
earners pay more than their
share of taxes. Wage earners pay
pay out ridiculoussumsinincome
taxes and PRSI contributions.
And the poor pay outrageous
amounts in VAT and excise
taxes.

But Cassells makes it very
clear that the poorer sections
of society are not receiving
their fair share of the benefits
of government spending. Indeed,
the rich have had their living
standards improved more than
proportionately by many govern-
ment spending programmes. Uni-
versity education is a prime
example. Three quarters of the
sons and daughters of doctors,
solicitors, large farmers and em-
ployers receive a university ed-
ucation. Yet five times fewer
sons and daughters of un
skilled workers get a university
educatibn than the number that
end up in psychiatric hospitals!

The same inequality occurs in
government spending on health,
housing subsidies and so on. Not
1o mention all of the grants 10
the corporations. And, as Cass-
ells shows, the poor’s share of
public spending has not risen
over the past 25 years, during
the period that the conservatives
and the neoconservatives lament
the sky-rocket of government
spending

One wonders if therichwould
be willing to take their share
of the spending cuts that they
were so quick to_recommend.
Obviously, from the statements
of the Des O'Malleys and most
of the contributors-to this vol-
ume, they would not.

GO TO THE LIBRARY

There are several other chap-
ters in this volume, on topics
ranging from the family and
religion to crime. While many
of these are less objectionable
than the economic chapters
that begin the book, they are
not really very informative or
satisfying. Even the better chap-
ters are too short and general to
really be of use. And one chap-
ter, Michael Fogarty’s review of
industrial relations, is so poorly
writen and superficial that it
reads like one of those dis-
courses on Irish society that
we hear from some pub phil-
osopher after his 15th pint at
the local.

In short, don‘t spend your
£7.95 on this book. If you are
interested, go to your local
library and read O'Connor and
Cassells’ chapters, and maybe

Christopher Whelan’s chapter on

class and social mobility. For
many of the other topics, far
better work is available else-
where, including some of the
publications of the ESRI. It is
a pity that the contributions to
Ireland in Transition do not
stand up to these other works,

®/reland in Transition, edited
by Kieran A. Kenneddy, is pub-
lished by Mercier Press, price
£7.95.



REPEAL SECTION 31
PICKET
5pm to 6pm Every Friday
O'Connall Street Bridge
DUBLIN

NORTH MUNSTER SINN FEIN
COMHAIRLE LIMISTEAR
8pm Wednesday 215t January
Gaelic League Hall
LIMERICK

All officers and comhairle limistear

delegates to attend

WELSH
THEATRE FORTNIGHT
January 22nd to 24th
Ymfudyr (Emigrants)

The hopes, fears and dreams of
Welsh emigrants awaiting entry
into the USA
January 26th to 31st
Daw Dydd (When the Day Comes)
Peacock Theatre
DUBLIN

Taille £5 (£3 group bookings)

KERRY SINN FEIN SOCIAL
Music by Dan Paddy Andy
Bar extension
9pm Friday 23rd January
Earl of Desmond Hotel
TRALEE
County Kerry
Tickets £9
From Tralee Sinn Fein or.
your local cumann

VOL MICK TIMOTHY
COMMEMORATION
Assemble Palmerstown
Cemetery gates
11am Saturday 24th January
PALMERSTOWN
County Dublin

DUBLIN BUSES TO
BLOODY SUNDAY RALLY
Leave at 1pm
Saturday 24th January
5 Blessington Street
Returning Monday morning
Billets provided:
bring sleeping bags
£10 return

®A delegation from the St Michael’s Estate
Tenants” Association outside the Dublin Cor-
poration Housing Department in October 1985
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44 Pornell Squer®.

VOL PETER McNULTY
COMMEMORATION
Prominent speaker
12 noon Sunday 25th January
BRYANSFORD
County Down
Organised by Sinn Fein

WELCOME HOME SOCIAL
JOHNNY JOHNSON
Music by Gypsy Lacey
8pm to 12 midnight
Friday 30th January
Camelot Hotel
DUBLIN
Taille £2

DANCE
Music by White Lightning

10pm to 2am Friday 30th January

Milford Hotel
MILFORD
County Donegal
Proceeds to republican POWs
Organised by Sinn Fein

BLOODY SUNDAY
COMMEMORATION
1pm Satwrday 31st January
Carlisle Street
Rally at City Hall
SHEFFIELD
Called for by TOM, LCI, IBRG,
Women & Ireland Network

DUBLIN SOUTH-CENTRAL
ELECTION FUND SOCIAL
Featuring guest artistes
Bpm Saturday 31st January
Val Hatton's Pub
Drimnagh Road
WALKINSTOWN
Dublin

FINGLAS PUB QUIZ
8pm Tuesday 3rd February
Fingal House
Ballygall
FINGLAS
Dublin
Taille £10 per table
1st prize £50
Spot prizes
Organised by Sinn Fein

GAS
FEARS

A Chairde,

We have written to your
paper as far back as Sept-
ember 1985 regarding our
fears in relation to the install-
ation of natural gas to our
system-built flats complex.

We asked Dublin Corpor-
ation specific questions regard-
ing the structure of our flats
with particular reference to
their capacity to withstand
explosions, To date, Dublin

Corporation has refused to give
us the relevant answers.

In October 1985, we had a
meeting with the Dublin Corp-
oration officials and engineers,
Dublin Gas representatives,
elected representatives Jim Mit-
chell and Tomas Mac Giolla.
When we left that meeting we
were given an assurance that
the information we asked for
would be given to us by Mr
Beatty, head of maintenance
in Dublin Corporation. It is
now a year and a quarter later
and we have still not received
this information.

On Thursday, January 8th
1987, three members of our

ALL LETTERS shouls ™
' elwarly written or typed, doub-
m (one fine of mace

association attempted to see
Mr Beatty in Jervis Street, but
we were told that he was un-

available, We then contacted
the offices of Jim Mitchell,
who also attempted to arrange
a meeting between us but
was told by Mr Beatty that
there would be ‘no purpose
served by another meeting”,
We cannot accept this. This
attitude has been displayed by
both the Dublin Corporation
and New Dublin Gas through-
out our campaign to ensure
our safety in this estate.

After the Ronan Point
explosion in England in 1968,
where people lost their lives,
a firm known as J.A.Kenny
International carried out a
structural survey on Ballymun
flats complex in 1974. The
results of the ‘Kenny Report’
are known to Dublin Corp-
oration but they have refused
to allow us access to it.

Events in England show
that gas has been removed from
industrially-built complexes all
over England. In June 1986, a
tenants’ association in Camden,
North London, succeeded in
having their block evacuated
prior to demolition because
they made similar demands
to ours. Our system is the
‘Balency’ system and is under
investigation in England.

We reiterate our stance. We
do not believe our flats or
other flats like them can with-
stand even a minor explosion,
and nothing has been done by
the Department of Environ-
ment, Dublin Corporation or
New Dublin Gas to alleviate
our fears in this regard.

Finally, we wish to express
our sympalhy to the families
of those lost in the

WOMEN’S
STORY

« COMPETITION

A Chairde,

As part of the events being
organised by the International
Women's Day 1987 Co-ordin-
ating Committee in Belfast,
there will be a short story
competition for women.

The competition is for
stories of not more than
4,000 words and the closing
date will be February 15th
1987. Women can send their
entries, on any subject, to:

Short Story Competition,

Women’s News Collective,

c/o 7 Winetavern Street,

Belfast.

The winning entry will be
printed in the centre pages of
Women’s News. Additional
prizes will be announced later.

J. Muller,

Belfast Sinn Fein,

Women's Department.

BARRY'S LIES

A Chairde,

The situation of Northern
nationalists has been misrep-
resented by many spokesper-
sons in the past, but none has
done so much to misrepresent
their plight as Peter Barry,
Minister for Foreign Affairs in
the Coalition government.

Since the signing of the
Hillsb A

tragedy and to those made
homeless.

Tragically, if those respon-
sible had listened to our dem-
ands in March 1985, then an
event such as the Raglan
House disaster might have been
averted.

Georgina Core,
Secretary,

St Michael’s Estate
Tenants’ Association,
Inchicore,

Dublin.

® LONG LARTIN PRISON

ENGLISH
VISITS

A Chairde,

| wish to draw the attent-
jon of your readers to a sit-
uation arising in Long Lartin
Prison, England, whereby the
governor, in conjum:llon with
the Home Office, is going to

implement a booking system

for visits. This will affect all
the POWs in this prison.

The bottom line is that, in
the event of more than two
visits occurring in this prison
at the same time, the possibil-
ity is that they will not allow
any other visits on that day.
This situation will place even
more pressure on prisoners’
families who already suffer be-
cause the British government
farces us to travel hundreds of
miles to visit our loved ones.
Now the families will be told

when they must make the
journey, without any consider-
ation being given to what the
financial, position of a family
may be.

We call on all concerned
people to condemn these new
procedures and to actively call
for the repatriation of our lov-
ed ones so that some of the
hardships we have to endure
may be alleviated.

Sheila McDonnell,
Repatriation Committee,

gh in
November 1985, Mr Barry has
been claiming that the situat-
ion of Northern nationalists
has improved, that the RUC
has proved itself to be an im-
partial force and therefore
Catholics should now have no
problem about joining.

The reality is that nothing
has improved for the national-
ists since the signing of the
Hillsborough Agreement. In
fact, the harassment of the
nationalist people has increas-
ed in places like Strabane,
Castlederg, Newry, Bogside,
Ballymurphy and other
nationalist areas; house raids
on nationalists at dawn have
increased; men and women are
dragged away to the various
interrogation centres in in-
formation-gathering exercises;
the degrading strip-searching
of women in Maghaberry con-
tinues. All the other methods
of repression are in existence
and are practised on one sect-
ion of the population — the
nationalist section.

The truth is that Mr Barry
has shown no concern what-
soever for the many victims of
British  repression resulting
from British .colonial rule in
our country. His words of reg-
ret for those killed and in-
jured are hypocritical and his
comments about the situation
are dishonest.

Mr Barry has been using
the situation here for his own
political ends, just as many
other politicians in the South
have done in the past. His real
aim is to give the impression
that he and his government are
doing something to bring
‘peace’. He also hopes to im-
press the British government
and other foreign governments
whh an mlcrcn in lreland by

.“

Mr Barry has failed not
only to represent the interests
of the peaple of his own con-
stituency and’ jurisdiction but
has tried to demoralise the
nationalist people of the Six
Counties and has joined forces
with the British government to
undermine their struggle for
justice, freedom and peace at
the precise moment In history
when that struggle is gaining
new momentum and recognit-
jon throughout the world.

1 hope the electorate takes
this into account when he
looks for votes at the forth-
coming general election in the
26 Counties.

Joseph McVeigh,

Irvinestown,

County Fermanagh.

ROBINSON

A Chairde,

Although the ‘hard man’ of
the DUP, Peter Robinson, re-
fused to drink Barry’s tea, it
would appear that he was
ready and willing to gobble up
Garret's deal.

The acceptance of the
pleading deal by Robinson (a
system that is widely used by
both the British and Free
State authorities) was a great
relief to the Free State estab-
lishment. It gave them the
opportunity to impose a
menial £15,000 fine (menial
when you think that the final
bill for the Robinson fiasco
could cost the taxpayer in the
26 Counties in excess of half
a million pounds!)

The ten-year term [or
which Robinson has been
bound to the peace is only a
clumsy attempt by the auth-
orities to give credibility to
the deal handed to Robinson.

Robinson’s slogans in Clon-
tibret read “Ulster has awak-
ened” — 1 think it is time the
26 Counties awakened.

Vincent McKenna,

Monaghan.

THANKS

A Chairde,

1 would appreciate a few
lines to offer a word of thanks
on behalf of the republican
POWs in the H-Blocks to all
those who have worked so
hard for our welfare during
the past year.

We offer our sincere grati-
tude firstly to the PDF,
Green Cross and Sinn Fein
POW Department workers
whose tireless effort week in
and week out for the past 15
years Is an inspiration in
itself. To our comrades in the
IRA and Sinn Fein, we also
offer thanks and encourage-
ment for the year ahead. To
all our supporters, friends and
the unsung heroes who helped
out, and to all other POWs in
Ireland, England and the USA,
we send solidarity greetings
for 1987.

Finally to our families and
the families of fallen comrades,

a special word of thanks and a
wu.h for justice, freedom and
peace for you all in the year
ahead.

Go rmibh maith agaibh
uillg.
0OC/PRO,
R lican POWs,

ol‘ the IRA as ‘terrorists’.

H-Blocks.




OBITUARIES

FRANK DIAMOND

THE SUDDEN DEATH on Wedn
piamond, from Turf Lodge in Waest
his many friends in the Republican M

From the onset of this phase of the
national liberation struggle Frank was
active in opposing the British presence
and In promoting the republican strug.
gle. He helped found the Cathal Brugha
gand in Turf Lodge and was a member
of the Association for Legal Justice,

During the 1981 hunger-strike and
the subsequent elections, Frank work-
ed hard both for the POWs and Sinn

esday, January 14th, of Frank
Belfast, has shocked and saddened
ovement.

:ulfl. His poor health in recent years
mited what help ho could give but he

maintained o strong Interest In the

struggle and was a regular visitor ot

various Sinn Fein centres,

; The Republican Movement extends

Fl: d:ep;glx sympathy to the family of
an| amond. He will

o be greatly

PAT McCLURE

BELFAST REPUBLICANS and former internees were saddened to hear
of the recent death in the USA of Belfast republican Pat McClure.

Pat, from Dermott Hill, near Bally-
murphy, ioined the Republican Move-
ment in 1969. He was interned in the
1970s and remained active until he
moved to the USA a few years ago,

where he died after a lengthy illness.
The Republican Movement extends

its sympathy and solidarity to Bridie

and the McClure and Mooney families.

COEN, Kevin (12th Anniversary). In
proud and loying memory of vo!
Kevin Coen, Oglaigh hEireann,
who dled while on active

County Fermanagh on January 20th
1975, |, measc laochra na nGael 90
raibh ss. Always remembered by h

friends and comra

lican ~ Movement,

COEN, Kevin (12th Anniversary). In
proud’ and loyjng memory of Vol
Kevin Coen, Oglalgh na hElreann,
who dled while on active service near
Cassldy’s Cross, County Fermanagh,
on January 20th 1975 or fo

gotten by his friends and comrades
In the Republican Movement, County
Fermanagh.

COEN, Kevin (12th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol
Kevin Coen, who dled In action on
January 20th 1975. “Life springs
from death and from the graves of
patriot men and women spring IIv-
Ing natlons.’ Remembered with pride
by Sligo Sinn Feln Comhalrie Cean-
talr.

DELANEY, Kevin (7th Annlversary).
fn proud and loving m of my
dear brother Kevin ‘Dee’, 2nd Batt-
allon, Belfast Brigade, who dled while
on active service on January 17th
1980. RIP. Sadly missed and not for-
gotten. St Patrick pray for him. Al-

JAMES SHANNON

THE DEATH took place last week of James Shannon (72), a popular

and

widely-known upublfcan from Belfast. In the 1930s, James was

pri d for his

he continued to actively support the republican cause

help and assistance he could.

In 1969, he was arrested and
charged with possessing weapons and
after some time on remand he was
given @ suspended sentence and releas-
ed. His family was reared In a strongly
republican tradition and in this phase

and in the years that followed
and to give what

of the struggle several of them have
sapen! long periods in prison. One son,
rendan, is in the H-Blocks of
Kesh. sy
The Republican Movement ex-
tends deepest Ssympathy to the Shan-
non family,

CHARLIE GILMORE

THE DEATH of Charlie Gilmore

on Thursday, January 15th, was

d by ialists and

alike. Born near Portadown of a

and uni backg

and George, joined Fianna Eireann,

d, Charlie and his brothers, Harry
n time to help in the Howth gun-

running of 1914. Charlie fought in the Tan War and went with the IRA

in the Civil War.

During the 1930s he broke with the
Republican Movement to form, with
his brothers, the Republican Congress.
When Blueshirts and other right-wing
thugs attacked Connolly House, the
Dublin headquarters of the Commun-
ist Party of Ireland, Charlie defended

the building with a revolver. He was
later an organiser of the International
Brigades fighting for the Spanish rep-
ublic.

He published some poems includ-
ing The Leggings and the Bandoliers in
the 1970s. His funeral was in Howth,
County Dublin, on Saturday. A

ways by Malachy, Jean
and famlly.
DELANEY, Kevin (7th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of our
dear friend Vol Kevin ‘Dee’ Delaney,
who dled In action on January 17th
1980. He dled as he lived and shall
never be forgotten, WIIl thoss who
think of him today, a little prayer to
Jesus say. Always remembered by his
friends John and Mary Ann Stone
and famlly.
GREEN, John Francls (12th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol John Francis Green, Oglaigh na
hEireann, who was Kkilled by British
agents on January 10th 1975. |
measc laochra na nGael go ralbh a
anam. Always rsmembered by Mon-
aghan Sinn Féin Comhalrle Ceantalr.
GREEN, John Francls (12th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol John Francls Green, 2nd Battal-
lon, North Armagh Brigade, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was kliled by Brit-
Ish “agents on January 10th 1975.
“They may kill the revolutionary,
but never the revolution.” Always
remembered by the John Francls
Green Sinn Féln cumann, Castle-
blayney, County Monaghan.
GREEN, John Francls (12th Annlver-
sary). In proud and loving memory
of Vol John Francls Green, Oglaigh
na hEireann, who was Killed on Jan-
| measc laochra na
sé. Always remember-
nd family.
GREEN, John Francls (12th Annlver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vgl John Francis Green, Oglaigh na
hElreann, who was Killed by British
agents on January 10th 1975. Always
by Peter Smith.

RENENEERING THE PAST

Barry

|_8YPETER O'ROURKE |

KEVIN BARRY, hanged at the age of 18 in November 1920, was the
first republican to be executed by the British after the 1916 Rising.

Barry, the fourth of a family of
two boys and four girls, was born at
8 Fleet Street, Dublin, in 1902. Foll-
owing the death of his father in 1908,
the family moved to Tombeagh,
County Carlow, where he attended
Rathvilly National School.

Later he went to St Mary’s College
in Rathmines in Dublin, and in 1916
he transferred to Belvedere College. A
keen athlete and student, Kevin won a
Dublin Corporation sholarship in 1919
and in the autumn of that year entered
University College Dublin to study
medicine.

In Carlow, an area rich in folk
memories of 1798, Barry had learned
all about Michael Dwyer and the
United Irishmen. He joined the Irish
Volunteers when he was only 16 and
¢ix months later he became a member
of the Clarke Luby Circle of the IRB.

SECTION COMMANDER

By the summer of 1920, Barry,
held the rank of section commander
and took part in most of the Brigade
Operations against the British forces
in Dublin, :

In June, he was one of a group o
IRA Vol s under the d

were forced to withdraw due to the
imminent arrival of British reinforce-
ment from the nearby North Dublin

Union.
Everyone got away except Barry.
although tortured by the enemy, he

GREEN, John Francls (12th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vgl John Francls Green, Oglaigh na
hElreann, who was killed on January
10th 1975. Always remembered by

Kathleen, Eamon and family.
HARKER, Tony (5th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of our
friend Tony Harker, who was
murdered by UDR gunmen on Jan-
uary 24th 1982, ‘‘Rest on, dear
beneath our Irish soil. Until
e shall kneel and pray upon
grave In a free and Gaellc
Always remembered by

Brendan and Mary, Armagh.
HARKER, Tony (5th Anniversary).
In loving memory of Tony Harkes
who was murdered by the UDR on
January 24th 1982. From his friends

and famlly circle In Armagh.
HARVEY, Seamus (10th: Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory, of
Vol Seamus Harvey, Oglaigh na hElr-
eann, who was Killed by British
forces on January 16th 1977. RIP.
Mary, Queen of the Gael, pray for
him. “Lay him away on the hlliside,
along with the brave and the bold,

AN COMHAIRLE CEANTAIR,
SINN FEIN BEAL FEIRSTE THIAR,
deeply regrets the. death of James
Shannon (father of our friend and
comrade Breandan). Go ndearna Dia
trécalre ar a anam.

CORRIGAN. The Combhairle na Se

Inscriba his name on tha roll of fame,
In Istters of purest goid.”” Alwa re-
membered by Francis McElroy, Sp!
QGary and the Crossmaglen Patriots
Republican Flute Band, Wishaw,
Scotland.

KELLY, John) STONE, John (12th
Anniversary)., In proud and loving
memory of Vols John ‘Bap’ Kelly,
nd John Stons, 2nd Battalion, Bel-
fast Brigade, Oglalgh na hEireann,
who were killed In an ccldental ex
plosion while on active service on
January 21st 1975. Fualr slad bds ar
son na saolrse. Always remembered
by their friends and comrades In the
Belfast Brigade.

KELLY, John; STONE, John (12th
In proud and loving
my dear brother Vol
John Kelly, and Vol John Stons,
who were Kliled In action on January
21st 1975. “In sllent thoughts, |
again the years that used to be. All
the times we used to have, how good
you were to me. Although | cannot
see you, you ai with me night and
day, for the love we have between
us, even death cannot take away.”
Always remembered by his loving
brother, Micky, Lila and family.
KELLY, John (12th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of my dear
son Vol John ‘Bap’ Kelly, who was
killed on actlve service on January
21st 1975, also hls comrade John
Stone. Sacred Heart of Jesus, have
mercy on them. We are not always
ready for the things that God planned.
They are sometimes unexpected and
we do not understand. But always
there’s a reason which as yet may not
be sean. It's locked away from vision,
but God’s love provides the key. Al-
ways remembered by his loving
father Mickey, sister Maura and
famlly clrcle.

KELLY, John (12th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
John ‘Bap’ Kelly, ‘D' Coy, 2nd Batt-
aljon, Belfast Brigade, Oglaigh na
hElreann, who was killed on active
service on January 21st 1975. |
measc laochra na nGael go raibh sé.
Always remembered by the Lower
Falls Commemmoration Committ
KELLY, John (12th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of Vol
John ‘Bap’ Kelly, 2nd Battallon, Bel-
fast Brigade, Oglalgh na hEireann,
who dled on active ;er_wce on Jan-
ary 21st 1975. Thug sé a raibh aige
ar son mulintir na h
remembered by
bhFal.

LIGGETT, Francls (14th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
my dear son Vol Francis Liggett who
was Kllled in action on January 18th
1973. RIP. Mary, Queen of Ireland,
pray for him. Always loved and rem-
embered by his mother and family
circle.

LIGGETT, Francis (14th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory
of Vol Francis Liggett who was kili-
ed on active service on January 18th
1973. RIP. In the sheiter of thy Sac-
red Heart, Sweet Jesus, may he rest.
Always remembered by Maureen,
Brian and famlly.

LIGGETT, Francis (14th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory of
Vol Francis Liggett who died for Ire-
land on January 18th 1973. RIP. Sac-
red Heart of Jesus, | place all my
trust In you. Fondly remembered by
Mr and Mrs Shannon and family cir-
cle.

Bun na

K, Eamon (15th

sary). Ir proud and loving memory of
my brother Flan Eamon McCormIck,
Flanna Eireann, who died on January
16th 1972. Mary, Queen of Ireland,
pray for him. While Ireland holds
these graves, Ireland unfree shall
never be at peace. Still missed and al-
ways loved by Rosemary and Terry
Lawlor and family.

McMAHON, Jackie (9th Anniver-
sary). In loving memory of my dear
brother Vol Jackie McMahon, ‘B'
Coy, 3rd Batjalion, Belfast Brigade,
Oglaigh na hEireann, who was mur-
dered by the RUC on January 18th
1978. RIP. Masses offered. | often sit

COMHBHRON

Chondae Sinn Féin extends deepest
sympathy to our comrade Paul Corr-
Igan on the death of Bridgid Corrigan

THE GREEN CROSS COMMITTEE,
LURGAN, gratefully acknawledges
the generous donations received from
the people of Lurgan throughout the
years. Go ralbh malth agat. We would
also like to thank ‘the Lurgan exile’
for his generous donatlon and we

wish him all the best In the coming
year.

McKEE, | would like to thank all my
friends and comradaes In the Repub-
llcan In Belfast,
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and think of you and think of how
you died. Many times I've longed for
you, many times |'ve crisd. | never
sald goodbys to you, perhaps f's just
a3 well, for | never could have sald
goodbys to a brother | loved so well.
Sadly missed and always remembered
by his sister Ullan, Kieran and
family.

MeNULTY, Peter (15th Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of Vol
Ppter McNuilty, South Down Brigade,
o’;u.lqh o hiraann, who was killed
In an explosion whils on active ser-
vice. Fualr se bas ag trold ar son na
saoirse. Always remembered by his
friends and comrades In Oglaigh na
hEireann, South Down.

McNULTY, Peter (15th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Peter McNulty, Soyth Down Comm-
and, Oglaigh na hEireann, who was
killed In action on January 26th
1972. Always remembered by the
McNulty/McGorrlan Sinn Féin cum-
ann, Castlewellan.

McNULTY, Peter (15th Annlversary).
In proud and loving memory of Vol
Peter McNulty, Soyth Down Comm-
and, Oglaigh na hEireann, who was
Kkilled on active service on January
26th 1972. Always remembered by
the South Down Combhalrle Ceantalr,
Sinn Féin.

MOYNE, James Brendan (12th Ann-
Iversary). In proud and loving
memory of Vol Jim Moyne, Derry
Brigade, Oglaigh na hEireann, who
died on January 13th 1975 while In-
terned in Long Kesh concentration
camp. Always remembered by his
friends and comrades [n the Lynch/
Moyne/McDaid Sinn Féin cumann,
Creggan, Derry.

SLOAN, Michael (15th Anniversary).
In proud and loving memory of our
dear friend Flan Michael Sloan who
dled In action on January 11th 1972.
will those who think of him today,
a little prayer to Jesus say. Always
remembered by his friends John and
Mary Ann Stone and family.

STONE, Johni KELLY, John (12th
Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of our dear son Vol John
Stone and his dear friend Vol John
‘Bap’ Kelly, who died In action on
January 21st 1975. St Martin, pray
for them. When you lose someone
you love, the hurt Is hard to hide but
when you lose your son, the hurt
goes deep Inside. So forgive me,
Lord, If you see me cry, you wanted
my son, but so did I. Will those who
think of him today, a little prayer to
Jesus say. Always remembered by his
loving Father and Mother and brother
Francis.

STONE, Johni KELLY, John (12th
Anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of my dear brother Vol
John Stone, also his dear friend Vol
John ‘Bap’ Kelly who dled in action
on January 21st 1975. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, have mercy on them. | think
of you in silence, | often speak your
name, but all that's left to answer
Is a photo in a frame. Tears In my
eyes | can wipe away, but the ache In
my heart Is here to stay. Always rem-
embered by his sister Teresa and
brother-in-law Eddle.

STONE, John; KELLY, John (12th
anniversary). In proud and loving
memory of my dear brother John
Stone who died In action on Jan-
uary 21st 1975; also his friend John
‘Bap’ Kelly. Padre Pio, pray for them.
It isn't what we write, it isn’t what
we say, it's what we feel when we
think of you today. Sadly missed and
always remembered by his sister
Kathleen.

STONE, John (12th Anniversary). In
proud and loving memory of our dear
uncle John Stone who died in action
on January 21st 1975. St Martin,
pray for him. Time may pass and
fade away but silent thoughts are
here to stay. Sadly missed and always
remembered by his nleces and
nephews Rolsin, Marle, Colette
Stone, Martina, Anna, Maria, Edward
and Bridgeen; also his great nephew
Eamon John Butler, and Michael,
Sean and Aaron Jones.

(nee Monaghan), Macken, Enniskillen,
who dled on January 18th after a
brief iliness.

McKEE. Deepest sympathy is ex-
tended to Mrs McKee and famlily on
the death of her husband Dan. Deep-
ly regretted by Gerald, Teresa and
Sam Rooney.

Donegal, and special thanks to my
comrades In Portlaoise prison, for all
the Mass cards, floral wreaths and
messages of sympathy. Thanks also
to all those who called to the house
and attended the funeral of my
father Dan. From Eugene McKee,

POW (Portlaoise).

refused to name any of his

SENTENCED TO DEATH

On October 20th, he was court-
martialled and sentenced to death.
There were calls from all sections of
the community to have the sentence
d because of his youth, and

of Peadar Clancy (murdered by the
Auxiliaries in Dublin Castle three
W"e!&s after Barry’s execution) who
:‘"lﬁd out a successful raid for arms
T the King's Inns, where British
100Ds were billeted.
amoon" September 20th, Barry was
e 9 23 Volunteers who took part
i Mroahi.lor arms on a British patrol
Afes nk's bakey in Church Street.
i 2 short but fierce gun-battle
o 9 which a soldier was killed and
Others wounded, the Volunteers

his comrades in the Dublin Brigade
made several unsuccessful attempts to
rescue him from prison.

At 8am on Monday, November 1st
1920, he was hanged in Mountjoy
Jail and buried inside the prison
walls. His last message to his comrades
was: 3
“Hold on and stick to the Repub-
lie.”

Kevin Barry was born in Dublin on
January 20th 1902, 85 years ago this
week.

SEANNACHTAI

McKEE, Eugene (Portlaolse). Happy
birthday Eugene. | hope all's well
with you. “Thanks for the flying
visit.' Best wishes. Love Irene. xxx

McKEE, Eugene (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday Eugene on the 23rd. Hope

you didn’t get too drunk! From Mary
and Frank.

McKEE, Eugene (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday Eugene. Hope you enjoyed
the tea! Ha, ha. From the lady In
red. xxx

MUCKER (Portlaolse). You'll have to
do more than grow a moustache to
convince me you're only 25 now, ha
ha. Love and best wishes. From Glina.
XXX

 Beannachtai
na hAthbhliana

O'KEEFE, Laurence (H7-Blocks).
New Year greetings. May this year
bring you freedom. From Uncle
John.

Torthai
crannchur

Ballymun Sinn Fein Draw
December 1986
E25% Austin McGann, Ballyboggan

Road; £15: Padralg, c/o ‘McCabe/
Quigl umann; £10: R. Donnelly,
c/o ¢ i £5, Veronica c/o Fred,

Cannolly Towar and Martin McGann,
Ballyboggan Road, Dublin 11,

our activities

to. Sinn Fein
Parnell Square,

If you would
Sinn Fein, or find out more about

like to join

and policies, fill

in the form below and send it

Head Office, 44
Dublin 1.




IF A STRANGE clicking noise is
disturbing your Northern national-
ist nightmare, don’t worry about it.
One of my Intelligence units in
Sweden reports a new departure in
IRA fund-raising activities.

Featured in an eye-catching advertise-
ment for the Garderoben company in
Stockholm's Aftonbladet newspaper is
the IRA huva ny, svart stickad.

The what?

The new, knitted IRA balaclava (in
black, of course), and at a very reasonable
price. Now we know how Volunteers
while away those long winter nights on
stand-by — they knit!

Solidacitet, a chairde.

IF an IRA-balaclava-wearing Swede had
struck in Stockholm recently, Mairtir
O Muilleoir, joint editor of Nwuacht
Feirste, Belfast Sinn Fein's Irish-lang
uage weekly newspaper, might not have
received any Christmas cards at alll

A card from Cardiff, Wales, addressed
to Mairtin at Beal Feirste, Iwerddor
(Welsh for Ireland) has just arrived on hi¢
doorstep after being misdirected to Stock:
holm. Although Beal Feirste is recognised
by the International Post Office Federat-
ion, it is obvigusly not recognised by the
idiot British.

The hard-working staff of MNuacht
Feirste will be cgelebrating their first
anniversary this week — breithla shona
doibh!

< e

A CANADIAN RADIQ station phoned
Nicky Kelly of the Repeal Section 31
Committee last week to learn more about
the 26 Counties’ South African-style
state censorship. 1

Recording the interview for broadcast-
ing later, an incredulous Canadian jour-
nalist began with the question:

“Are they really organised labour, the
people who operate Section 317"

Good question. Over to you, RTE
journalists.

POLICEMEN at the British police train-
ing college in Hendon, North London, are

on a new course to combat international
racketeers which involves them learning
all the intricacies of gambling and rou-
lette.

RUC personnel, however, will not
be allowed anywhere near the course —
they've already taken to ‘Russian Rou-
lette’ with a vengeance.

THE WEATHER conditions made travell
ing very difficult last week and Peter
Robinson’s party (little ‘p‘), made up of
himself, his wife, lan Paisley (big 'P’) and
A.N. Other, was forced to stay at a
Southern hostelry, the Berkeley Court
Hotel in Dublin.

When they ordered their evening meal,
the kitchen staff decided that the occas-
ion should be graced by some sort of
political statement hitherto lacking. They

I'm going Lo sing you
a song aboul my hero
— Peter Robinson?

“Doing Uime; indeed’
All Che little creep did \—
was pay good British money
inCo the Free Stale

coffers and — what ?’?j/ ;

There couldrn't be i
a connection, copld |
' Chere? The

[+53 Here's to you,
ngw Robinson
We all love you
you're doingitime -
for your crime -

. --+ You might be just a
pompous li
But, let's face it youre
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served up a vegetable platter of broccoli,
cauliflower and carrots. The Tricolour
theme was kept up at breakfast with
beautifully-arranged servings of slices of
Kiwi fruit, apples and oranges. Paisley
was heard to pontificate at length on
the “scrumptiousness” of this Fenian
collation.
ses

INEVITABLY, Monday’s News Letter
carried an advert appealing for donat-
ions for the ‘Peter Robinson Freedom
Fund’ to cover his “£15,000 fine and
£12,500 costs”,

Hold on a minute, | thought, the costs
were reported in the press as being
£2,588.40. Who is getting the extra ten
thousand? Then | read the fund’s address:
“c/o Dr lan Paisley, Albertbridge Road,
Belfast.”

“ee

RUAIRI QUINN, former Coalition min-
ister, launched his election campaign to
save the Labour Party’s sinking fortunes
last Saturday, January 17th, at the
commencement of work on the Poolbeg
Yacht and Boat Club in Dublin South-
East.

After his wealth of experience of
doing the dirt on people, Quinn was the
natural choice for someone to ‘turn the
first sod’ on the site — as well as the fact
that the one to plunge a £40,000 gov-
ernment grant into the project before
he abandoned the sinking Coalition ship
was Ruairi Rat himself.

And obviously not a believer in the
saying, “Money can’t buy you love”,
Ruairi Rat threw £300 across the counter
in Ringsend’'s Yacht Bar for drinks for
the assembled punters.

“ee

ANTI-SECTION 31 protesters picketing

ferrets down their trousers, volcanoes
erupting or Martians landing at Knock
Airport, but this wasn’t thought worthy
of comment).

Another interesting point raised by the
Western People’s less than complimentary
report is that the premises where the
‘clinic’ was held was owned by one
Seamus Daly. The Western People has
a reporter named Denis Daly.

No connection surely?

THE REV MARTIN SMYTH, Official
Unionist MP for South Belfast, has told
the British Guardian newspaper that
“the unionists could approach Moscow
for their protection if the link with
Britain is cut”.

Does this make the usually colourless
Grand Master of the Orange Order a
red Orangeman preferring to take Mos-
cow gold to save the “blue skies of Uls-
ter” from becoming the “grey skies of
an Irish republic’?
NOEL RYAN, Sinn Fein's candidate in
Waterford, has a director of elections
who's certainly thinking ahead — he's
already got the booze in for the post-
election festivities (and it’s none of
your rubbish either!).

Irial Mac Murchadha, the Sinn Fein
brain of An Rinn, landed himself a case
of Lanson Black Label champagne for
winning the WMagill Annual Political
Quiz and, being the good party head that
he is, he’ll be donating the champers for.
a good party to the best party.

So don’t say you haven’t been told:
there’s an added incentive (if ever you
needed one) to get out now and work for
Noel Ryan and Waterford Sinn Fein.

Labour & Education Junior Minister
Enda Kenny’s constituency clinic in
Mulranny, County Mayo, made the
front page of the best-selling Mayo
newspaper Western People, last week.

But what is interesting is that the
Western People scribe thought that the
fact that “there were no scuffles” be-
tween picketers and the gardai was news-
worthy (there were also no outbreaks
of cholera, belly-dancing, people putting

U when

e Load to some

goed for a giggle?’

]
1=

The essential compassion for the under-
privileged and vision for the future which
was in evidence in earlier years was regret-
tably lacking on this occasion...

Notwithstanding the internal difficul-
ties within our government in recent
months, | believe that the record of our
achievements over the four years in
office will have made a major contribut-
ion to the development of our country’s
economic, social and political future.

— Labour Health Minister Barry Des-
mond’s resignation letter.

Now the directive [Section 31] has
been renewed for another year, RTE
Jjoumalists are keeping their fingers cross-
ed and hoping that the first mother to
give birth to test-tube triplets in the
Rotunda Hospital is not a member of
Sinn Fein.

— Michael Farrell, /rish Press.

In the past we have been inhibited
by the possibility that civilians might be
injured as a result of an attack on a
military target, and we are becoming
less and less inhibited by that factor,

In other words, we are not allowing
the presence of civilians in the vicinity
necessarily to prevent us from embarking
on an action against a genuine military
installation or against a target (including
economic targets] which it is legitimate
for us to attack as an armed force of a
liberation movement.

— African National Congress executive
member Joe Slovo.
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