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® Paul Kane being huddled into
a Garda car in Cavan town

TWO FORMER republican prisoners of war who
escaped from Long Kesh in 1983 have this week
been arrested and held as political hostages by
the 26-County authorities as they prepare to
facilitate their extradition into British hands.

apparently arrived with the
wrong name and gardai had
to release him. Like Eibhlin
Glenholmes, Paul Kane’s ‘re-
lease’ by the gardai was not a
release at all. When he left the
court he was closely followed
by b of the Special

The escapees, Paul Kane and Dermot Fi were
arrested in a raid hymdﬂmdhaesuhtroopslnnhnuuln
Granard in County Longford on N g. Both men
were held for the full 48 hours allowed under the Offences
Against the State Act while gardai waited for warrants to come
from the RUC. Joe Cox, who was also arrested in the house,
was later charged with IRA membership in the Special Court

in Dublln'l Glun Street.
On

the two escapees le.l!.ﬂ in
court in Granard,

Finucane was nmndod in
custody on foot of warrants
from the RUC seeking his
extradition for his part in the
break-out from Long Kesh in
September 1983 by 38 repub-

lican pris and during
which a prison officer was
killed. Finucane now faces a
long period in custody while
he fights the attempt to send
him back to the British
authorities.
But in the case of Paul
Kane the RUC had

Bnm:h to a car belonging to a

BBC camera crew. Kane hitch-

ed a lift from the crew and

was brought to Cavan town

;nh matnl car-loads of gudn
pursuif

SURROUNDED
When they reached Cavan,
Paul Kane, who was by now
dllorienhhd went to the

could find. The office of
solicitor Cormac Dunne was
surrounded by gardai and
troops, large numbers of
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which were in the town.

It was during this time
that the most blatant act of
direct collaboration was seen
when a Garda superintendent
entered the office in the
company of a senior prison
officer from the H-Blocks of
Long Kesh, The Garda officer
asked the prison officer if he
could identify Paul Kane and
the reply was ‘yes’. With the
help of the gardai the RUC
were now apparently making
up for their bungling of the
earlier warrants.

By this time Sinn Fein
President Gerry Adams and
Danny Morrison had arrived
with many other republicans
who converged on Cavan
town. Kane eventually man-
aged to leave the solicitor's
office and went to the home
of local man Brian McKeown.
Again he was followed and,
once more, the house was
surrounded by the gardai.

FORCED OFF
THE ROAD
At approximately 6.15pm
Kane came out and got into
Gerry Adams’ car along with
Adams, the driver Eamon
McCaughley and Danny Morr-

ison. Local Sinn Fein activist
Donal Carlin foll d in a

up with Adams’ car they
forced it over a ditch at the
roadside. Paul Kane fell into
the drain and was grabbed,
cut, bruised and covered in
mud, by the gardai. Adams
Morrison demanded to
know under suspicion of
what charge Kane was being
arrested again and were told
“‘assault’’,

Meanwhile, the van driven
by Donal Carlin had been
stopped and a Special Branch
member smashed the wind-
screen with a gun before
confiscating it.

Kane was thrown into a
squad car and taken to Cavan
Garda Barracks where he was
charged with assault of a
garda and breach of the
peace. Eamon McCaughley
and Donal Carlin were also
arrested and charged. It was
not until after 10pm that
Paul Kane appeared at an
emergency sitting of Cavan
District Court before Judge
McArdle. He was refused bail
by the judge in spite of the
relatively minor nature of the
charges. Counsel for Kane
cond. d the di ful
treatment of his client by the
gardai.

A Monaghan-based Super-
intendent Lee testified against
Kane getting bail and his
word was taken by the judge.
The contrived holding opera-
tion while the RUC warrants
were awaited was then con-
tinued when the judge re-
manded Kane in custody to
Mountjoy Prison in Dublin.
The convoy which took Paul
Kane to Dublin was to
return to Cavan town today
(Thursday morning) for the
next court appearance.

g

ANOTHER
GLENHOLMES
Like the case of Eibhlin
Glenh

van and the two cars were
pursued at high speed by a
Garda convoy. The chase
went on for a mile out the
Belturbet road from Cavan
town.

When the Garda cars caught

1 the i

of the Long Kesh escapee
provided TV viewers on Wed-
nesday night with the specta-
cle of the 26-County authori-
ties dashing around the coun-
try in their desperate haste to
do Britain’s dirty work.

PAUL KANE (32) is married with three children and comes
from Ardoyne in North Belfast. He was arrested in 1981 on
the uncorroborated word of RUC paid perjurer Christopher
Black. After two years on remand he was sentenced, in August
1983, to 18 years for an alleged attempted killing and possess-

ion of weapons.

The following month, Sep-
tember 1983, he was one of
38 republicans who took part
in the spectacular mass escape
from Long Kesh. Along with
Brendan Mead, he was recap-
tured 24 hours later when
spotted by an RUC patrol on
a deserted road outside Castle-
wellan in County Down.

Last year the Belfast Ap-

peal Court quashed the Black
verdict, releasing all of those
convicted on his evid

Kane was charged with at-
tempting to escape and was
held in Crumlin Road Prison.
After several months he was
given bail and when the trial
of those charged with escap-
ing commenced earlier this
year, he failed to turn up.

Dermot
Finucane

DERMOT FINUCANE (26) is from the Lenadoon area of West

Belfast and was one of the 19 r

blican POWs who

fully eluded capture in the massive follow-up operation after
the Long Kesh escape in September 1983,

A married man with a six-
year-old daughter, Grainne,
he was arrested in August
1981 and charged with poss-
ession of weapons used in an
attack on British troops on
Shaws Road in Andersons-
town.

He was convicted in 1982

and sentenced to ten yean.tn
prison. In April 1983, while
in the H-Blocks, he was
threatened with death by a
senior prison officer. Finu-
cane was told that if any
warders were injured he
would be held responsible
and “‘be killed”".

®(Below) A Special Branch detactive Illegally
seizes a camera from AP/RN photographer during

f scuffles outside AP/RN's Dublin office, on Monday

and (above), Free State forces were dug in along
the border all week




A HUGE MILITARY and political police
operation swung into action throughout
the 32 Counties at daybreak on Monday
morning as Free State forces joined with
the British army and RUC in hundreds of
raids, searches and arrests across the entire

country.

A virtual state of emer-
gency was declared by the
Fianna Fail Minister for
Justice Gerry Collins on
Monday when he announc-
ed that the week-long
sweep had begun. Collins’
broadcast set the tone of
hysteria which was to be
the background for the
wave of raids and searches.
The Fianna Fail govern-
ment claimed it had intelli-
gence reports that ship-
ments of arms had reached
the IRA and that this was
the purpose of the massive
movements of troops and
gardai that followed. Gerry
Collins claimed that the
alleged cargo “threatened
the very safety and securi-
ty of the State”.

SCARE-MONGERING

But the saturation of
the 26 Counties by 4,600
gardai and 2,000 troops
and the nature of their
activities belied the scare
tactics of the government.
Raids and searches were
carried out with little
discrimination and over
widely dispersed areas
throughout the 26 Coun-
ties. The homes of hun-
dreds of people were mvn-

raids and'arrests of repub-
licans. Sinn Fein President
Gerry Adams said that in
the emotional climate foll-
owing Enniskillen the move
was the beginning of a ““full
frontal assault on Sinn

plaints to senior RUC
personnel. It is obvious
that torture and ill treat-
ment remain the RUC’s
only weap-
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Gardai raiding Sinn
Fein's head office left
carrying armfuls of posters
and literature, including
canh books. Eight of the

h spent the entire

on.’

To date, only two peo-
ple, Armagh Sinn Fein
Councillor Tommy Carroll
and a Belfastman have
been released without
charge.

By noon on Monday it
was clear that the opera-
tion, far from being a
search for arms based on
specific intelligence infor-
mation was being used to
comb the country and to
harass and intimidate re-

bers of

Fein” and was part of the
Hillsb h A s

“hidden agenda” of more
repression against the na-
tionalist and republican
people.

DAWN RAIDS

Forty republicans in-
cluding five Sinn Fein
Councillors from
(Mitchel McLaughlin, Hugh
Brady and Gerry Doherty)
and Armagh (Jim McAllis-
ter a Tommy Carroll)
were “all arrested under
Section 12 of the Preven-
tion of Terrorism Act in
early morning raids
throughout the Six Coun-
ties on Monday.

The raids simultaneous-
ly began in County Tyrone,
Derry, Strabane, County
Armagh and Belfast at
around 6am and lasted for
approximately two hours.
All of those arrested were

and
the public under the bogus
claim of an imminent
threat to the 26-County
state from the IRA.

PUBLIC OFFICES

RAIDED

Just a couple of hours
after Gerry Collins spoke
on RTE radio cars and
van loads of armed and
uniformed gardai pulled
up outside Sinn Fein head-
quarters and the offices of
AP/RN in Dublin. With
what joint Sinn Fein gener-
al secretary Joe Reilly
described as the ‘‘ridicul-
ous pretext of a warrant to
search for arms in public
offices” the gardai entered
both buildings and remain-
ed for two hours.

In the AP/RN offices,
Special Branch officers rip-
ped a henter off a wnﬂd
an

taken to either Castl
or Gough B ks. Several

houses were badly dnm.g-A

and journalists’ files mc}
d b a

ed in Belfast and
In Derry and Strabane
at leut 17 peopla were

Republicans nnd non-re-
and

a marr-
ied couple and several

staff.

Three cameras were con-
fiscated from the plperl
photognpher, who is a

of the Nati

people wlth no

supporters of Sinn Fein,
anti-extradition campaign-
ers, party offices and prem-
ises were all visited.

In Donegal the home of
Independent Fianna Fail

as were those of several
other members of his
organisation. People with
no connection with poli-
tics, with long-past associa-
tions with the Republican
Movement or even with
nationalistic leanings were
all singled out for atten-
tion by the 26-County
forces.

These forces acted hand-
in-glove with the British
army and the RUC which
sealed off large areas of
the border and carried out

Late on Monday a

solicitor reported that Mit-
chel McLaughlin, one of
the three Derry Sinn Fein
councillors arrested and
being held in Castlereagh
interrogation centre, Bel-
fast, in need of
immediate medical atten-
tion. The RUC denied he
had requested medical ass-
istance but according to
Sinn Fein spokesperson
Martin McGuinness, who
was not at home when his
house was raided, “the
RUC and the medical
officers in Castlereagh are
clearly attempting to cover
up what is going on
because Mitchel McLaugh-
lin has already made a
number of formal com-

Union of Journalists, -and
he was later illegally held
by a group of Special
Branchmen when he took
photographs of the raiders.
Two other members of
staff were arrested when
they demanded a list of
the contents of a large

-sackful of AP/RN'’s photo-

graphs which the Branch
took away and both men
have been charged with
obstruction and assault.

FUTILE ATTEMPT

AP/RN._ editor Rita O’
Hare said the raid was “a
blatant attack on the free-
dom of the press and a
futile attempt to disrupt
the work of our news-
paper in putting across the
republican point of view"".

raid writing down details
of cumainn and cumann
members  whilst other
members of the gang rifled
through the files of the
Foreign Affairs Bureau.

During both raids peo-
ple were illegally prevent-
ed from entering or leaving
the buildings by plain-
clothes gardai with sub-
machine guns.

The Garda invasion of
Parnell Square attracted
large numbers of reporters
and a small crowd had
gathered outside the AP/
RN building before the
armed gardai had left.

The blatantly political
nature of the whole opera-
tion was seen throughout
Monday and the next two
days as this pattern was
repeated up and down the
country. In fact the day
before the onslaught began
in earnest nine Sinn Fein
members attending a semi-
nar at Spanish Point in
County Clare were arrest-
ed and held for seven
hours. The nine were taken
by bus to Ennis after being
arrested under Section 80
of the Offences Against
the State Act. Gardai also
confiscated video equip-
ment and tapes belonging
to the Sinn Fein Educa-
tion Department.

BLACK AND TAN

TACTICS

In Cork city the Sinn
Fein office and shop in the
Ahern/Crowley Hall was
raided by a large force on
both Monday and Tuesday.
On the second occasion a
senior officer threatened
to close the office if
posters — including Bir-
min;hnm) Six posters —

lin Sinn Fein’s

Blessington Street attract pro-
tests from Sinn Fein members
(above). (Below) A Branch-
man sifting through memor-
ium notices and birthday
greetings during Monday’s raid

on AP/RN’s Dublin offices
i -

®(Above and below) Two
victims of RUC/British army
raids on homes in Belfast last
Monday displaying the damage

® (Clockwise) Sinn

Fein

Councillors

Hugh Brady (Derry),
Tommy Carroll (Ar-

magh),
erty

Gerry Doh-

Mitchel McLaughlin
(Derry) who wers
arrested in raids on
Monday

were carried out through
many farms.

NEW SPYPOSTS
BUILT

In the border areas of
North Monaghan the fron-
tier was 1 sealed

ces of the Irish Anti-
Extradition Committee in
Henrietta Street, Dublin,
were raided by gardai.
Throughout the week anti-
extradition  campaigners
were particularly targetted
in the Garda raids. In

off in a joint operation
with British and Free State
soldiers dug in on both
sides. Machine-gun posts
were set up during the
troop movements. The real

be displayed.
A Cork Sinn Fein spokes-
person later referred to
these as “Black and Tan-
type tactics by the gardai’’.

BLANEY GROUP HIT
It was in the border
counties in close collabora-
tion with British crown
forces that the Free State
operation was most inten-
sive. In Donegal large num-
bers of homes were raided
includi t.hou of b

of the massive
operation was seen in the
strengthening of British
posts. No less than three
new spy-posts were con-
structed by British army
engineers in three days at
Wards Cross, between Ty-
holland and Castleshane
on the Monaghan/Armagh
border.

In many areas like
Sligo, Leitrim and Ros-
common house to house

of Ind Fianna

hes were carried out
AP

Fail. Former H-Block acti-
vists were also targetted
and in this and other coun-
ties sweeps across land

ANTI-EXTRADITION
OFFICES RAIDED
On Wednesday the offi-

Sh County Clare,
many houses which dis-
played anti-extradition
posters were picked out
and this was repeated in
several other areas.

ADVICE CENTRE

DISRUPTED

The work of the Sinn
Fein advice centre at Bless-
ington Street in Dublin
was disrupted when armed
Garda raiders entered it on
Wednesday for the second
time in a month. Sinn Fein
Councillor Christy: Burke
was detained in the build-
ing with other party work-
ers while gardai rummaged
through confidential con-
stituents’ files. They said
they were ‘‘searching for
guns'’. Several people seek-
ing advice were turned
away while gardai held the
building for over an hour,
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Loyalists target
North Belfast

A 29-YEAR-OLD nationalist man was shot and seriously injured and a youth was slashed
with a bottle on the face and neck in two sectarian attacks last week in North Belfast.

into the loyalist Twaddel Avenue/
Woodvale Area.

SERIOUSLY WOUNDED

These incidents follow a nvel
of loyalist shooting incidents in the,
area which have left two people
dead, one a Catholic (Tommy

by MAEVE
ARMSTORNG

MecAuley, who died last Monday), |
the other a Protestant (Adam Lam-
bert, shot in mistake for a Catholic).
Five young people from the New
Lodge area were also shot and Inj-
ured while in at least one other
attack a nationalist newsagent narr-
owly escaped death.

The first of last weeks’ attacks
occurred at 9.30pm on Thursday |
night, November 19th, when 16-:

year-old Kieran Murphy from Ard-
Oyne was confronted by two loyal-
ists as he came from a Chinese
takeaway at Brompton Park/Crumlin
Road.

Ml}rphy, who was with a friend,
was jabbed in the face and neck
with a broken bottle. The two
assailants ran off across the road

WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS
WAR NEWS...WAR NEWS

BAR BLITZED

THE IRA in County Tyrone placed
three bombs in the Kildress Inn,
Cookstown, on Saturday night, No-
vember 21st, at 7.30pm.

A warning was given and the area evacus-
ted before the bombs exploded, extensively
damaging the premises. The IRA’s East
Tyrone Brigade said that the Kildress Inn was
destroyed because it was “serving members
of the crown forces™.

On Thursdasy night, November 19th,
IRA Volunteers in Belfast'threw an impact
grenade st RUC armoured Land Rovers in
the Duncairn Gardens area of North Belfast.
The grenade hit its target but failed to
detonate.

Also in Belfast, a shoulder-launched
grenade was fired at one of several British
army observation posts guarding the New
Barnsley Barracks in Ballymurphy, West
Belfast, on Monday evening, Novem!
23rd. The bomb exploded, causing damage.

PUNISHMENTS

Over the last two weeks, the IRA’s
Belfast Brigade has carried out punishment
shootings on four men and & fifth has been
ordered to leave the country.

Claiming responsibility, an IRA state-
ment said that the men from the St James’s
area, Lenadoon and Ormeau Road, had been
involved in “criminal and anti-social activi-
ties"’.

“It should be apparent to the small,
hardened criminal and thug element In
nationalist Belfast that the IRA is determin-
ed to take whatever action is necessary to
protect the community from thugs.”

On Friday, November 20th, IRA Volun-
teers were responsible for the “punishment
beating’” of a 16-year-old youth in West
Belfast. The following day in an /rish News
report the youth and his family denied that
he had been involved in any anti-social

i In a the

IRA said:

“Contrary to his family’s denials, the
IRA took action after numerous complaints
about him had been received from the local
community and investigated by us.”

BOMB ALERTS

On Wednesday evening, there were at
least 25 reported incidents of bomb alerts
in an operation for which the IRA claimed
responsibility. The bulk of the mostly hoax
bomb attacks were directed against British
army and RUC bases including RUC head-
quarters at Knock.. >

A small charge on a bus left close to
Donegall Pass exploded. There was some
damage and no one was injured.

A vehicle was also left at Strabane
Courthouse. The centre of Belfast was
totally paralysed by the IRA operation
which tied up hundreds of crown forces
personnel and led to the "sealing off of
virtually every RUC barracks in Belfast”,
according to 8 UTV report.
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Three

November 22nd, 29-year-old Samuel
Morrison, a clerical officer with
the Housing Executive, was shot
and serlously wounded by a loyalist
gunman as he answered a knock
on his door off the Deerpark Road.
Morrison had just entered the house,
where he lives with his mother,
a few minutes before being shot
at 8.10pm.

LT 1|
[ BY HILDA MecTHOMAS ____|

THE ENNISKILLEN TRAGEDY
has been squeezed of the last
drop of blood by the British
government and supporting media.

The royal circus transported itself
to Enniskillen on Tuesday, where
‘Charles and Di’ had a lengthy bed-
side photocall chatting with the injur-
ed in Eme Hospital.

This was followed on Sunday by
a three-hour superproduction, live on
BBC and ITV, with no less than ‘Sir’
Alastair Burnett commenting for the
latter, of the Enniskillen Remembrance
service “as it should have happened
on the day”, except that this time
British Prime Minister Margaret That-
cher, with Denis in tow, the present
direct ruler Tom King, and assorted
unionist politicians were in attendance.

In the absence of any\SDLP rep-
resentative at the service, British offic-
ials wheeled across Gerry Fitt, the
former SDLP leader, former West
Belfast MP, and former selfstyled
Irish nationalist, now a lord in West-
minster. On Monday the SDLP were
slapped on the wrist by an Irish Times
editorial for playing truant, ‘Disingen-
uous’ is how it called Hume'’s excuse
that it wasa “local religious service”.

NATIONALISTS RESPOND

The truth is that the political and
media overkill over the Enniskillen
tragedy has once again enraged many
Northern nationalists. The turning point
came on Sunday, November 15th
with the Bishops’ letter which declared
as ‘sinful’ belonging to, supporting or
voting for a republican organisation.
In many churches people walked out
in varying numbers. Some parishioners
stood up and argued with the priest
after he had read the letter, and in
several cases they were applauded by
the rest of the congregation. Many
more stayed through the mass but
went home to pen a letter expressing
their disgust.

The West Belfast paper Andersons-
town News published two full pages
of such letters last week, along with
s full page ad placed by ‘a group
of West Belfast Catholics opposed to

hidden agenda

later, on Sundsy,

A e

November 18th

victims and photographs of eleven
children killed by the British army and
RUC, mostly by plastic bullets. The
ad sums up the angry mood of many
Northern nationalists that week by
asking the Bishops why it is “sinful
to belong to the IRA or Sinn Fein”
while they say “Co-operate with and
support these forces” (the British army
and RUC).

SECTARIAN ATTACKS
Even ' the pro-SDLP pro-Catholic
hierarchy Irish News in its editorial
on Tuesday, November 17th entitled
d to

o g 2 V3 »
® Kieran Murphy, the victim of a ssvage sactarian attack on Thursty,

LT

positions  councillors who “do not
condemn violence.”

Francie Molloy immediately chall-
enged McGrady to spell out if that
meant the SDLP would support unionist
councillors like Gregory Campbell from
Derry who deny that discrimination in
employment against Catholics exists
or that the Stormont regime was opp-

ressive.

Molloy said: ™A policy which rejects
working with Sinn Fein because of our
stand on the inalienable right of the
Irish people to use physical force against
the British presence and yet seeks
co-operation with unionists who openly

d i d viol and repress-

‘The shame of silence’ obj
the- silence ‘with which several attacks
on Catholics in the last two weeks
were greeted by unionist politicians
and the media generally. The Irish

News was only ech an

lon from the British, is fundamentally
flawed aftd will flounder on its own
contradictions.”

Meanwhile the London and Dublin

beard In shops, taxis and on the streets
of nationalist areas in the Six Counties:
if it had not served the political int-
erests of the British government and of
unionists the last week or two of
orchestrated media hype would never
have happened.

Meanwhile, following the Bishops

4 swung into action last
Monday to work the ‘hidden agenda'
of the Hillsborough Agreement: namely
to try and eradicate republican resis-
tance. Mass arrests in the North of
Sinn Fein activists were obviously
designed at criminalising the party
in the emotionallycharged aftermath
of the Enniskillen bombing, as Sinn

by a few days, the SDLP ) hed its
own ‘ostracise Sinn Fein’ campaign
with a statement by party whip Eddie
McGrady on Tuesday, November 17th
who said that the SDLP would no long-
er perate on the ils with
parties who support violence.McGrady's
words were h directed at unionists
who regularly gloat when the British
forces kill some nationalist, but rather
at Sinn Fein for its refusal to deny
the right of Irish people to resort to
armed struggle to gain their freedom,

SITUATION EXPLOITED

McGrady was backed up by some
Enniskillen SDLP councillors who in the
past were elected to positions on the
council by Sinn Fein votes, Sinn Fein
Councillor Francie Molloy denounced
the SDLP's move as a “‘party political
exploitation of the situation”,

Within days the impracticalities of a
non-co-operation policy had forced
MeGrady to significantly water down
his original position, On Wednudly
he redefined the SDLP% position

all forms of viol ", which
poses photos of the eleven Enniskillen

laiming that it would only now appl
to refusing to help elect to eol'l,:dll’

Fein President Gerry Adams noted. And
in the South a massive search operation
is under way, ostensibly to find some
arms shipments which were alleged to
have reached Ireland for the IRA.

INTERNMENT ON THE CARDS

“All the signs are that this is the
start of a 32-County-wide crackdown
on Sinn Fein”, Adams declared. “It
may well be a dummy run for further
raids and for further action against
our members.” In particular there is
a growing suspicion among Northern
political activists that internment might
be on the cards again.

The recent jailing for five years
in Portlaoise Prison of a Cork Sinn Fein
member for possession of an IRA poster
certainly suggests that the hunt Is on
for republican political activists. Even
journalist and RTE broadcaster Nell
MeCafferty has now been banned from
RTE for refusing to join the wave of
condemnations of the IRA in the wake
of Enniskillen. The republican ided
Is being muzzled and chained. Such
bh.c‘ﬂu never succeeded in silencing It

ore.
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S YEARS
FOR
A POSTER

THE POSSESSION of a poster and the hearsay
of a Garda superintendent resulted in Cork Sinn
Fein organiser Don O’Leary receiving a five-year

sentence for IRA b

in Green Street, Dublin,
19th.

For some years, ‘evi-
dence’ of this character had
been thrown out of the
Special Court but the three
judges under Judge Barr
made use of the witch-hunt
atmosphere following the
Enniskillen tragedy to sav-
agely reduce the right of
free speech in the 26 Coun-
ties and to i a Sinn

hip at the Special Court
on Thursday, Nc by

to the Special Court in
Dublin where a Free State
army and Portlaoise Prison
convoy awaited him. O’
Leary condemned his expen-
sive 160-mile journey under
Garda escort to Dublin

work among the working-
class communities of Cork’s
Northside, in which Don
O’Leary played a leading
role, has angered the Cork
Examiner newspaper and
the city’s TDs by showing
up their lack ot concern
for ordinary peop!

When O'I.Anry h:lped to

Fein activist.

Don O’Leary is a volun-
tary worker at Sinn Fein’s
Cork'shop-front city offices
In Barrack Street. On sale at
the offices, among the books
and pamphlets, are a num-
ber of posters. One of these
is a picture of an IRA Volun-
teer with the slogan JRA
Calls the Shots. This poster
has been a bestseller.

Sinn Fein'’s i

cam-
paign to nduee joy-riding in
the Knocknaheeny area,
former Fine Gael Foreign
Minister Peter Barry’s re-
sponse was to condemn
Slnn Fein for supporting the
IRA.

Cork gardai seized 37 of
the /RA Calls the Shots
poster at Easter and follow-
ed this up by arresting
O’Leary on Octnber 16th.
He was taken

which coincided with major
hospital cuts in Cork:

‘It seems that Flanna
Fail can find money when it
wants to but not for hospi-
tals.”

Judge Hamilton, who pre-
sided over O'Leary’s court
hearing, seemed surprised
that charges of this sort
were being brought and
showed his own opinion of
the prosecution case by
releasing O’Leary on his
own bail to appear again on
November 19th.

UNPRECEDENTED
Last Thursday's court
decision was unprecedented
In recent years. Garda Super-
intendent McKeown's asser-
tion - that O'Leary was a
member of the IRA, based
on so-called ‘“confidential
tion”, was allowed
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d for IRA b

d in the judges’ sum-

to stand b d
McKeown did not explain
to the court how truxtwor-
thy his ‘infc ti was.

ship. More than 3,000 of
lhm posters have been sold
ghout Ireland.

He gave no further detalls.
His word was enough to
convict a man for five
years. Such assertions by
gardai, hungry for successful
prosecutions, have regularly
been thrown out by Special
Court judges in the past.
Another effect of the
case . is that the /RA Calls
the Shots poster has now
legally became an “incrimi-
nating document’’ under the
Offences Against the State
Act. Anyone now holding
such a poster could be

“Don O’Leary’s convic-
tion and savage sentencing
represents a major attack on
the rights of citizens to
organise politically,” said
Danny Morrison for Sinn
Fein. “No evidence of [RA

ming up. “They jailed O’
Leary for having a poster
which they said ‘publicised
the IRA’ .

Don O’Leary treatment
should not be put down to
the odd antics of some
members of the judiciary,
duqme t.he difference in

Y p was p
in court and the only
conclusion is that it was the
intention of the state to
hound and harass Sinn Fein
as a political party.”
Morrison condemned
“the extensum of political

twe Judges
Barr and Hamilton. It was
the first sign of the major
attack on Sinn Fein by
26-County state forces and
was followed within days by
raids and arrests all over
Ireland designed to silence

SGHODLS
REBELLION

PROTESTS by parents and teachers throughout the
26 Counties have briefly stalled the Fianna Fail govern-
ment’s £10 million programme of education cuts due to
affect 1,000 schools. On Tuesday Navnmbuv Zdth TDs

for

voted down the ‘Prog

under which the cuts are being made but Fine Gael caml
to the government’s rescue by failing to oppose Circular
20/87 from the Department of Education. Under this
circular cuts of up to 2,000 jobs and large increases in

class sizes are being made.
O’Rourke’s  directive

ents have had to provide
money from _their own

;mtuu from parents who
have already borne cuts in
every sector of social ex-
nditure. Schools in work-
‘ch- areas have heen
especially hard hit as par-

5"2

k for vital cl.
resources.

All over the 26 Coun-
ties parents’ organisations
united with the teachers’
unions to protest against
the circular. Pickets were

organised of TDs' clinics,
meetings were held and
even school managers, who
have seldom before taken
a political stand, were
drawn into the fight to
save their schools. The
campaigners are determin-
ed that children should
not be made to pay for the
financial crisis created by
governments who have fail-
ed to make the rich pay
their share.

MAJOR REVERSE

The wave of protest
over the education cuts
was the first major reverse
for Fianna Fail’s Thatcher-
ite economic strategy. Al-
though the health cuts
earlier this, year brought
large marches onto the
streets, the issue was allow-
ed to die down because
trade union leaders were
unable to involve the
general public. The teach-
ers’ unions were luckier in
one respect — parents are
already organised into par-
ent/teacher and other
school organisations and
are used to lobbying on
behalf of their children. It
was their pressure on estab-
lishment party TDs which
forced Leinster House to
oppose the cutbacks.

A picket in Tallaght,
County Dublin on Satur-
day November 21st show-
ed the anger of the comm-
unity — it was attended
by over 1,500 people.

LEAVE CHILDREN
ALONE
Tony McDermott, chair
of the local Parents Against

Education Cuts Commit-
tee, told the picketers:

“Circular 20/87 has to
go — if it doesn't, the
politicians have to go! I
would suggest that the
government collects un-
paid taxes. They should
forgo their ministerial pen-
sions and their big cars.
Our children will suffer so
that they can have ‘finan-
cial rectitude’. But leave
the children alone!”

The Leinster House vote
does not mean that educa-
tion cuts have been stopp-
ed. It will merely force
the government to prepare
another package. The Irish
National Teachers Organis-
ation plans to consider a
campaign of industrial ac-
tion at its delegate confer-
ence on December 12th,
aware that Tuesday’s vote
will only postpone a major
battle with Fianna Fail.
The persuasion of parents
is likely to be backed by a
series of one-day strikes
held on different days in
areas throughout the state.

MONETARISTS

DEMORALISED

But those fighting the
education cuts have already
tasted a small victory.
They have demoralised the
most monetarist Dublin
government in recent his-
tory. One Fianna Fail TD
was even forced to break
the unwritten rule of his
by iticisi
Fianna Fail minister pub-
licly in the Leinster House
debate. Charlie McCreevy
called on O'Rourke to
maintain class sizes as
they were and condemned
her “slide-rule approach
to the economics of educa-
tion.
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Diplock-the conveyor

B.RITISH GOVERNMENT CLAIMS that statis-
tics released last week on the Diplock court acquit-

that the judicial

tal rate reinforce its arg

system within the Six Counties is fair, have been
dismissed by Sinn Fein spokesperson Danny

Morrison as ‘‘deliberately misleading”

and a8

selective interpr
by the N1O.

According to the statis-
tical breakdown which coy-
ers the first six months of
this year, 47% of those
pleading not guilty in the
Diplock courts were acquitt-
ed. However, a closer exam-
ination reveals that only
38 out of 390 actually
pleaded not guilty, of whom
18 were subsequently ac-
quitted. In reality a stagg-
ering 95% of people charged
and tried under the Diplock
system were convicted. In
addition, of 77 cases which
went to the Court of Appeal
only one was quashed.

These figures and others
released in August show
that 6567 were convicted
out of 696 in 1986 and
demonstrate the lack of
confidence many prisoners
have in the fairness of the
judicial system,

It is clear that the vast
majority of men and women
facing trial in the North
before an Orange judiciary
noted for its bias and sever-
ity in sentencing, are plea
bargaining in an attempt
to minimise heavy senten-
ces,

Commenting at the week-
=nd Sinn Fein spokesperson
Danny Morrison said:

“Rather than demonstrat-
ing “the fairness of the

NEW

of infor pr

judicial system the statistic-
al rundown on Diplock
courts serves to strengthen
the belief that they are
part of a conveyor belt
designed to imprison oppon-
ents of Britain’s presence.”

Morrison pointed out
that the legal system in the
Six Counties is subordinate
to British political needs to
dominate this part of Ire-
land. Cosmetic changes int-
roduced over recent years
in the administration of
British justice in Ireland
have all been geared to
streamlining the process of
imprisoning political oppon-
ents.

This process was most
clearly spelt out in 1977
by Britain’s foremost coun-
ter insurgency expert Brig-
adier Frank Kitson who said
of the law: ‘“Everything
done by a government and
its agents in combatting
insurgency must be legal.
But this does not mean that
the government must work
within exactly the same set

G L — e

Powers Act. However it was
a political move aimed at
changing one legal form
of repression for another
which it was believed would
be more b

of laws during an
as existed beforehand...”
The Diplock system was
introduced after the estab-
lishment of direct rule to
rid Britain of the internat-
jonally condemned Special

Diplock’s rpm]:»onll, in-
dinthe E

ce political activists. Dip-
lock recommended the abol-
ition of jury trials and gave
the green light for increas-
ed torture by making it eas-

use

ressive conduct”, defend-
ants in Diplock courts have
to prove that confessions
were made as a result
of “torture, inhuman or
d di +

it
jer for i g to
brutality to obtain con-

corp y
Powers Act, 1973, were
designed to negate the need
for internment by making
it easy for courts to senten-

WITNESS

THE THREE JUDGES hearing the appeal of the
Birmingham Six refused to allow defence council
to call a new witness on Tuesday, November 24th,

who,
evidence.

Lord Gifford, QC for the
six men, asked leave to call

on a taxi driver who had
made a statement about
events on {the night of

the Birmingham bombings
in November 1974, The
taxi driver was helping in
rescue work at the scene
of the bombings and had
made @ ctatement on Nov-
ember 4th last to gardai
in Dublin, where he is now
living, about remarks made
to him by & police officer.
Lord Gifford said that there
was “considerable delay” on
the part of the Garda in
relaying the statement (o
the trial and it had only
came fo their notice the day
before, Monday, November
23rd.

The three judges — Lords
O’Connor, Lane and Brown
— refused to allow the
witness to give evidence,
saying that it was “mere
gossip” and “not credible”.

POLICE
COVER-UP
Lord Gifford accused
Birmingham police of engag-

the defence said, had ‘highly relevant”

ing in a cover-up In order
to convict the six men.
In his final submission

"(which he started last week)

before the three Appeal
Court judges, Gifford claim-
ed that the police had for-
ged evidence to cover up the
fact that the men had been
beaten:

“In the horror of the
aftermath of the bomb-
ings, once it was apparent-
ly established by the
scientist that nitroglycerine
was on the hands of Hill
and Power, it is, in our
submission, a powerful in-
centive to officers to twist
the truth, use violence aga-
inst suspects, and make-up
interviews in which there
is no hint of violence.”

Gifford also referred to
new evidence which had
emerged during the appeal,
in particular that given by
the two former police off-
icers, Joyce ~Lynass and
Tom Clarke. The defence
lawyer pointed out that
Lynass had returned to
court a second time de-
spite alleged threats made

against her by former coll-
eagues.

On Monday, as the app-
eal entered its 16th day,
Gifford said that the six
men had suffered ‘“‘consid-
erable prejudice” by being
put on trial with three
others who he claimed were
members of or gave assist-
ance to the IRA but who
were charged with offences
unrelated to the bombings.

A second defence lawyer,
Richard Ferguson, challeng-
ed the alleged confession of
Hugh Callaghan, describing
it as a “remarkable” docu-
ment. He pointed to the
two contrasting pictures
of Callaghan. The prosec-
ution case described a man
who was ‘a “callous terror-
ist” while, on the other
hand, “he was painted as a
snivelling, grovelling apol-
ogy of a man”,

FORENSICS

The evidence given by
Frank Skuse, the Home
Office forensic scientist wh

Unlike British common
law where confessions are
invalid if acquired by “th-
reats, inducements or opp-

Equally important is the
inherent political bias of a
judiciary dominated by ex-
Unionist MPs, former minis-
ters, and the sons of the
Unionist blish

el

Britain’s involvemen iy
the North has led to n,
development of a peryer.
ed system of justice which
has no credibility withiy
the nationalist community
Whether one Unionist judge
or three Unionist judges
sit on Diplock courts it
will not change a system
which is fundamentally and
i bly flawed.

EFENCE

REFUSED

tell the court things and
had admitted that he had

carried out the forensi
tests on the six men, was
again the target of consid-
erable criticism by a third
defence lawyer, Michael
Mansfield. Skuse had, said
Mansfield, “shown himself
imprecise in his language.
“He had omitled to

given y

to the Appeal Court and
to the lower court. He
had been less than full
and frank. He had not
revealed particular details of
the Greiss test to the lower
court, though he had had
every opportunity.”

Defence council also crit-
icised the original trial judge ,
Lord Bridge, especially his
hostility towards Dr Black,
a forensic expert who had
sought to raise doubts about
Skuse’s forensic evidence.

Mansfield sald that Brid

d e
!nd dpmznled Black “ngot
Just in his summing up
but also during his evid-

R ——

ence”.

In conclusion, Mans
argued that: -

“The case is thal
scientific evidence
stage on which the
sequent events were P
out. We say that this *
has been destroyec-
boards are no longel ™
to walk upon.”




BY MAEVE ARMSTRONG

THE recently-published draft form of
the Belfast
Urban Area Plan has been given the thumbs down

by a wide spectrum of co

mmunity groups, tenants’

associations and other groups who met on Wednes-

day, N 1

25th, to di

ways of coll

ly q_)ppsinq certain aspects of the plan before the
public inquiry next March,

Tens of millions of
pounds have been earmarked
by the British government
to take Belfast, it says,
“into the 21st Century” as a
city “which (its people) can
proudly bequeath to future
generations”. It all sounds
very nice but in reality the
draft .plan shows that, des-
pite over a thousand sub-
missions opposing its short-

falls, the needs of communi-
ties have been ignored once
again. Instead of providing
essential facilities, jobs and
housing to deal with the
high levels of poverty, unem-
ployment and housing shor-
tages, the plan has instead
prioritised the development
of the city centre and the
IngInxlde scheme, two high-
y

which will cost in the region
of £30 million.

While 9.25% of all the
North’s unemployed live in
West Belfast, there are no
concrete proposals in the
plan for industrial develop-
ment of industrial sites al-
ready there. The West Belfast
Steering Committee for the
Urban Area Plan expressed
its anger at this, particularly
when millions of pounds
have heen designated for the
Laganside development and
a special government select
committee has been set up
to ensure its success.

Belfast Sinn Fein Coun-
cillor Mairtin O Muilleoir
said: X

“The city centre and

ide devel

p are

ég'i?& SRS
[ ]
Will F

=
% THE B+l CRISIS continued this
: week as ships’ officers rejected a
‘survival’ plan which would savage-
ﬁ ly reduce their living standards.
The irony was that while the
#%  workers were presented in the
media as ““unreasonable’’, the source
of the problem at the ferry comp-
any is a set of lunatic investment
decisions taken by an overpaid
management team. How else could

%the pany’s competitor Sealink
& give better pay and eondi_tions
§ while making a profit?

The plan, recommended by the
Dublin Labour Court, meant that the
officers would lose 24 posts out of
129 (a 20% job cut), and that their pay
would permanently drop 5% on top of
the general (temporary) 5% pay cut
for all B+I workers. The 129 FWUI
members voted it down overwhelm-
ingly.

gjgvenll staff numbers are to be cut
under the plan from 1,464 to 900 and,
when the cuts in wages and conditions
are taken together, the remaining staff
will see a 35% drop in their living stand-
ards. But the Fianna Fail government has
ordered them to reach agreement with
management on a survival plan or face
the closure of the company.

Alex Spain, company boss for the last
three years, receives £80,000 per year.
His contract (which is soon to run out)
was to make B+I profitable. His solut-
jon is to make the workforce pay for
that.

e

In the ships’ officers’ case this is
extremely noticeable. While B+I crews
get eight days off after eight day’s work,
their Sealink colleagues are on a 24 hours
on/48 hours off shift system. Sealink

B+1. The plan rejected by the ships’
:ly'nm would mdlﬂ. considerable
of these conditions.
wmﬂmm Fail Minister for Tourism and
Transport, John Wilson, has threatened
to close the company in a week’s time
if the workers don’t toe t.hethline. Yet
the government believes that the comp-
any can be made profitable within a few
years. What brought the opposition of
the marine officers was the additional

cut were expected to carmry.
m wolt'::yn a whole have offered to
make large concessions to keep the
company afloat. The danger is that
Fianna Fail will sink it.

gives over twice the annual leave offered -

purely for the benefit of
private speculators while the
social and economic needs
of working-class communi-
ties are ignored. Thousands
of pounds have already been
spent on special consultants’
reports into proposed devel-
opments at Laganside and
the city centre. Why were
similar surveys not commiss-
ioned into the high levels of
unemployment in West Bel-
fast?”

Several small sites have
been proposed for new
housing developments in
West Belfast but these would
only provide some 700 ‘new
build’. The only major hous-
ing development is the Lag-
more site at Poleglass with
1,000 ‘new build’.

ianna Fail sink B+1?
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O Muilleoir also pointed

out:
“The Irish language is
totally ignored in the plan
despite the fact that West
Belfast has been judged the
area in Ireland doing the
most for the promotion of
Irish. Submissions demand-
ing planning for a new Irish-
language primary school, a
secondary school and for
the area to be recognised as
a bilingual district have been
rejected out of hand in the
draft plan.”

There are also no propos-
als for the development of
shopping facilities in nation-
alist areas or for play
facilities in West Belfast
where 40% of the popula-
tion is under 16. Improved

/
® MAIRTIN O MUILLEDIR

health facilities, sites for the
travelling community and
the provision of adult edu-
cation facilities are also out
of the plan’s scope.

Overall, O Muilleoir des-
cribed the draft plan as “‘a
classic case of private greed
taking precedence over pub-
lic need”. He went on to rap
“the lack of consultation
with working-class commu-
nities in its creation”. He
added that it was “shame-
ful” that the 1,100 objec-
tions to the plan’s prelimi-
nary proposals which were
submitted to the Depart-
ment of Environment had
seemingly “been totally ig-
nored”.

COSTS OF SAFETY?

The financial crisis is causing accid-
ents at work and in some cases endanger-
ing workers’ lives according to a report
from the Six-County Health and Safety
Inspectorate. The report, issued on
Monday, November 23rd, says that
safety standards in the North’s factories
are declining as firms face increased
economic problems.

Forty-five people died through ind-
ustrial accidents in the Six Counties
in the 1985-86 period covered by the
Insp In 50 cases ies were
prosecuted for low safety standards.
Major probl included the ab:
of protection on dangerous machinery
and the failure to give workers dealing
with asbestos the correct clothing and
breathing equipment for this highly
dangerous job.

DUBLIN BUS STOPPED

The haste of Dublin Bus management
to force the introduction of one-person
operation (OPO) at the city’s Donny-
brook garage broke a union-management
agreement and stopped CIE services to
100,000 people on Monday, Novmeber
23rd.

The agreement that OPO would not
be introduced on a route without the
approval of all the staff on that route
was broken when drivers were ordered
to go OPO on the 45A although a staff-
member objected. When the National
Busworkers’ Union took industrial actio

4 o

P y
suspending the route and redeploying
the staff concerned.

Dublin Bus strategy is to force OPO
on a number of other routes and may
result in strike action in the near future.
They plan to cut the 51A route serving
the newly opened Beaumont Hospital
because staff refuse to accept OPO.

Management isn't trying to provide
increased services to the public through
OPO — the changes are purely cost-
cutting measures. By forcing its intro-
duction CIE is delaying buses as comm-
uters queue up to pay the driver before
the bus moves off.

TAXATION ONCE AGAIN

New service charges caused by gov-
emment cutbacks in funding are likely
as 26-County local authorities prepare
their budgets over the coming weeks
Tony O'Toole of ACRA, the residents’
co-ordinating organisation says: “I've no
doubt that the service charges could go as
high as £500 to £600 per house.” Both
ACRA and NATO (the tenants’ organisat-
ion) are opposed to the introduction of
service charges because they mean double
taxation on the lower-paid while much
tax owed by the rich remains unpaid.
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IN THE nationalist town of Strabane, on the
Tyrone/Donegal border, a staggering 4,000 of
12,000 population are unemployed. But Strabane
Ijas never figured in the British colonial authorities’
list of priorities. And why should it? Its history is
dominated by chronic unemployment, emigration
and endemic poverty which British establishment
Politicians have remained oblivious to. The recent
publicity-seeking visits of British direct-ruler Tom
King after the town’s flooding disaster and three
weeks earlier by Labour spokesperson Kevin
McNamara, are text-book examples of the establish-
ment politicians’ disregard of Strabane people. As
always there were promises and public displays of
concern but afterwards — nothing.

Strabane people have learnt
from experience to see through

that the IRA’s armed struggle
is the cause of the town's

opportunistic like Mc-
Namara’s, that the town’s prob-
lems are “a sad tale of Thatch-
erism”. Strabane has always

hardship with dis-
dain. They have had to bear
the brunt of statesponsored
unemployment for as long as

been deprived socially,

ically and culturally. Its crimi-
nal neglect by successive Brit-
ish governments pred. parti-

they can

And the dishonesty and
duplicity of their own so-called
ati

tion.

For what little prosperity it
has ever enjoyed, Strabane has
depended on low-paid women
workers, employed i the
town’s shirt factories in the
early part of the century and in
the Adria nylon factory today.

Permanent male unemploy-
is, and had always been,
virtually non-existent. The Stor-
mont parli did

list’ politicians has
been no different from that of
the power-brokers of Stormont
and Westminster. Though na-
tionalist councillors have con-
trolled Strabane council (first
Urban, now District) continu-
ously since partition the people
who elected them in good faith
have little to show for it.
Instead of challenging Stor-
mont/British rule and confron-

advanced factories on industrial
sites in the town in the 1950s
in what appeared at first to be
a genuine attempt to attract
industry to Strabane. But later
in the same decade it arbitra-
rily closed down the railwaysin
Strabane and failed to build
the promised major road struc-
ture MI5 which was to run
from Belfast through Strabane
to Derry. Instead it was stopp-
ed short at D and

ting the ing issues affect-
ing the impoverished nationa-
lists of Strabane, some SDLP
and Independent nationalist
councillors have, over the years,
cost the taxpayers some
£200,000 in contracts to out-
side businesses, many of which
were gained by very dubious
means.

It is. an acknowledged fact
locally that up until 1973,
when the council lost its

ibility for housi

by KEVIN

McCOOL

bred apathy and despondency,
with many working class Stra-
bane people, especially the
young, simply switching off
from establishment politics al-
together. Unemployed young
people stay in during the week
‘saving what little money they
have for the weekend when it
stretches no further than a
| disco or dance at one of the
i local parish dancehalls or across
the border in Lifford or
Letterkenny. Others simply
pour their supplementary bene-
fit into the nearest gaming
machine.

The media, of course, feeds
on this image in its efforts to
portray Strabane as a dead-end
town. And it has worked.
Emigration has offered the
traditional escape route to

ti of young Strab
people from a soul-destroying
subsistence on the dole. The
majority of those who have
gone have never returned.

YOUNG PEOPLE
PUSHED OUT

Today withasteadystreamof
young people leaving Strabane
with little more than a boatfare
or plane ticket in their pockets,
emigration continues to be a
drain on the talent, the skills
and the enthusiasm of Strabane
— the life-blood of their
community. The local Job
Centre contains scores of adver-
tisements for jobs overseas, in
London, Jersey or further
afield. Anywhere, in fact, but
Strabane,

But there is a pressure more
sinister than the job ads, being
skint and having

the town was left cut off and
isolated without an adequat
transport system. Hence the
lack of industry.

What has been given to
Strabane on the one hand
therefore, has been taken away
with the other. Today the
town’s population is almost
entirely dependent for employ-
ment on the Adria plant, the
only large industrial company
to have come to Strabane, and
remained. It employs 750
people, mainly women.

DEMEANING SCHEMES
Adria aside the only existing

*employment is in shop services,

a few council work schemes
and ACE schemes, or on the
demeaning YTPs in a converted
factory on the otherwise dere-
lict Ballycolman Industrial Es-
tate. It is for this reason that
the, people of Strabane, young
and old, treat the suggestion

homeless nationalist families
had to grease the palms of a
nationalist councillor. Abuse of
council expenses by both na-
H ndainioniot b

was also widespread.

Though the jobbery and
corruption in Strabane C:)uncﬂ
was

nowhere to go. “Anyone who
is thought to be politically
aware is harassed to make them
get out. The boot is put on you
before you become politically
developed to force you to quit
the town” 22-year-old Colman
McCrossan, one of those on the
iving end, told AP/RN.

2
the election in May 1986 of
three Sinn Fein councillors —
Ivan Barr, Charlie McHugh and
Tommy McNamee — and the
council chambers have been
since used as a public platform
to raise a wide range of crucial

issues from cuts in social

welfare to the crown forces
shoot-to-kill policy, Strabane
people are still loth to
return their confidence and
trust to a council which
repeatedly abused that trust in
the past.

Decades of corruption at
local level and neglect at

t level has

Everyone is fair game, as
Martin Duffy explained. “Basi-
cally if you're around 20 and

d, the RUC id,
you a provo.” -

Much of the systematic
harassment of young people —
P-checks, body searches, death
threats and beatings — happens
at night. After 8pm each night
a curfew is put on the town
centre into whlchyoungpeople
venture at their peril. The
weekend buses of young people
travelling the % mile distance
across the border to Lifford are
invariably held and hed

FOR ThE PEOPLE
t. T0 BE PRISONERS,

S FOR The PROPLE
0 8eize POWER

bane, Sin [Fein Councillor
Ivan Barr, sty8e
“Youn; people have the
choice whed€r to go to Eng-
land and sriggle over there or
ggle here. Most people, I
think, woud rather stay and
fight here.” §

ANTI-HARASSMENT
CAMPAIGN

Dur,ng‘.:g'm anti-harass-
ment Cam) young people
demonsirzed their determina-
tion to susd M to the intimi-
datory 398 ©Of the crown
forces. A ¥88S of white-line
pickets, ;d" meetings and
protest ™ ies with the Stra-
bane \ar7® Memorial Band
Srought  several

eventusly

thousard P%OBle  onto  the

#Signing on in Strabana

! 1od o8 detailed records
checkpoint. Often the gardai jon of enforced unemployment, profi’, - b4 anti-harassment
are waiting on the otherside to has also bred resilience and k¢ ek

carry out a second search. This defiance. cm}r 28 to mention his

m‘en.‘d

by
the UDR at the Camel’s Hump

One of those who emigrated

to London in the '50s to find 5%

$4 "
coming on top of the oppress-
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fighting back

it

émed to lead the

Movement in Stra-
ein  Councillor

ple have the
to go to Eng-
le over there or
fe. Most people, I

The massive social problems
caused in Strabane by gambling
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nisfree Gardens. The Fountain
Street Group is determined
that it will serve the needs of
all the community, running
functions for all ages — youth
clubs, creche facilities, dances
for the elderly. “We hope it
will create an atmosphere for
kids and families” Seamus
Breslin of the Fountain Street
Group told AP/RN.

‘“This honest attempt by
residents to bring about an
improvement in their lives is
being fiercely resisted by the
crown forces and the unionists
on Strabane District Council.
Last month the Women’s Cen-
tre in was raided
by the RUC at the same time
as the newly opened Sinn Fein
Centre on the estate. A few
days later the derelict hut at
Inisfree Gardens was visited by
RUC raiding parties. When the
issue of community facilities
for the Head of the Town came
up at the next meeting of
Strabane District Council the
unionists used the fact of the
RUC raids to label those
demanding facilities as “repub-

rein to run riot in the estate.
The area became rat-infested
and its derelict houses the
haven of under-age drinkers. A
block of seven houses in
D p 1

was p

gutted by vandals (as reported
in AP/RN in October 1985).
The Housing Executive refused
to even touch it and it became

addiction is another area in
which young people are leading
the fight back. A recently-
formed anti-gaming machine
campaign has attracted wide-
spread community support and
has already succeeded in forc-
ing Strabane District Council
to review its policy of handing
out licences freely to gaming
arcades. As well ash i

an fllegal ground and
a major health hazard.

GOVERNMENT
STRATEGY DEFEATED
The clear purpose behind
this strategy was to sap the
community’s morale, destroy
its strong cammunal spirit and
punish it for its support for the
republican struggle. And it
d to be

the suffering l.!ld hardship

caused by

pp ding until
two years ago when people
from D llagh and Patric-

it has taken positive steps to
aid those addicted (which
include single parents, and the
middle-aged long-term unem-
ployed, as well as unemployed
teenagers) with the setting up
of a branch of Gamblers
Anonymous.

The anti-harassment and
antigaming machine ~ cam-
paigns are but symptoms of a
massive resurgence of interest
in community politics in Stra-
bane’s Head of the Town and
Ballycolman working class es-
tates, after a prolonged period
of apathy and inaction. Over
the years the nationalist Head
of the Town estate had been
deliberately allowed to deteri-
orate by the Housing Executive,
who refused to repair houses
wrecked by vandals, and by the
RUC, who allowed vandals free

ian Villas took matters into
their own hands. A tenants
group got underway and forced
the Housing Executive to dem-
olish the derelict block in
Dru llagh when the Housing
Executive refused to do any-
thing about the rat infestion, a
group of local women took a
bag of dead rats found in their
homes to the Executive’s offices

@ Strabane — torn from part of it’s hinterland by the border and

from the East of Ulster by

and British

unications policy

@ Strabane Sinn Fein Councillors lvan Barr and Charlie McHu

steward at the Adria factory
Aldan Hartan says:

“People are looking up and
realising that they are the
community — and saying we
can't sit back and hope that
Strabane Housing Executive
demolishes that block of houses
or removes that graffiti on the
wall. We have to get ourselves

comm-

gh

the revolutionary slogan: ‘“The
best way for the people not to
be prisoners is for the people
to seize power.”

COMMUNITY PRIDE

This new-found sense of
community pride has solidified
hlto 2 unanimous demand for

and laid them on the counter.
In the face of a community
speaking up for itself and
voicing its needs, the statutory
bodies were forced to take
heed. A pattern has now been
firmly established of Housing

and tell them what we want
done.”

Instead of graffiti, the walls
of the estate are now decorated
with colourful republican wall
murals painted by unemployed
teenagers some of whom were

Itati with
tenants. Through their own
efforts Strabane people have
won for themselves a say in
what happens in their area. As
community activist and shop-

p in anti-
social activities. There is a
definite sense of pride by
people in their estate. An
imaginative mural on a gable
wall in Spring Hill Park bears

q facilities
which are virtually non-exis-
tent at the moment. In the
Head of the Town Women’s
Centre educational classes have
been set up in a d

lican The crown
forces and the unionists don’t
want to see this community
group getting off the ground.

This, of course, is little
more than is expected by a
people with as long experience
of British ‘justice’, ‘normality’
and ‘concern’ for whole comm-
unities consigned to a lifetime
on the dole. It is one more
reminder to Strabane nationa-
lists that Britain has no interest
in them whatsoever, other than
to crush their aspirations and
to trample on their hopes. But
as Ivan Barr says: “The chief
differences between this gener-
ation and past generations of
Strabane people is that this
stark realisation has fully hit
home.

“All the waffling that the
establishment politicians will
do, all the promises of what
they will do in the short-term,
doesn’t wash with the young
people today. The Hillsborough
‘promises’ of American doll-
ars don’t fool anyone.

“Young people realise that
the British government are not
going to improve their lot,
rather they are slowly but
surely taking away their day to
day subsistence with the grad-
ual erosion of the welfare
state and the introduction of
the Social Fund. They see that
the British government never

derelict house in D gh

had any i of looking
after their i

The Fountain Street Commu-
nity Group has pressed Stra-
bane District Council to put
money into the purchasing of
facilities. A  pre-fabricated
Community Centre will soon
replace the “derelict hut in

“If you ask you eople
what they believe Isngt.hz ufti-
mate solution which can offer
any hope for them they say
‘the Brits out’ — more and
more this realisation is coming
to people.”
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THE British National

Radiological Protection

30ard has revealed that radiation is two to three
times more dangerous than previously believed and

has d that

pted levels

radiation be lowered dramatically.

The NRPB announce-
ment made on Wednesday,
November 18th, follows a
report by the International
Commission on Radiological

Rogers said: “Continued
exposure near the current
dose limits represents a level
of risk which verges on the
unacceptable.”

risk faced by radi work-
ers of a one in 2,000 chance
of contracting a fatal cancer
must now be lowered to one
in 700. Workers who are

Prot. which pted a
recent study carried out on
survivors of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. The study on
victims of the two Second
World War atom bombs
disclosed that cancer Is
more likely to occur than
Previously thought.

The director of the
‘NRPB, Dr Roger Clarke,
explained that the yearly

ployed in the industry
for 40 years face a one in
18 chance of dying from
cancer.

The board has proposed
that the maximum dose

SELLAFIELD

ey

This information promp-
ted Sinn Fein once again to
demand the closure of the
Sellafield reprocessing plant
which each year dumps vast
amounts of radioactive waste
into the Irish Seaand which,
with Its innumerable acci-

P must be 1 d
from 50 millisieverts (mSvs)
a year to 15 mSvs. It also
suggests that no member of
the public should receive
more than 0.5 mSvs a year.

dents, a grave risk
to the environment.

The recommendations by
the NRPB for a three-fold
reduction in legal maximum
dose limits for radiation

workers and a halving of
limits for the general public
have been welcomed by
Sinn  Fein’s Downpatrick
Councillor Geraldine Ritch-
ie:

‘“This reassessment of the
risks of radiation exposure
causing cancer has once
again raised the issue of the

Radiation level two to three times more dangerous than previously believed

danger to people in this
country posed by Sellafield
and other nuclear power
plants on the west coast of
Britain.

““The ition by the

scientific knowledge avail-
able about the danger of
cancer from radiation.
“This report underlines
the risks created by the
tructi and develop-

NRPB that present accep-
table limits of radiation
exposure are too high re-
flects the serious lack of

ment of nuclear power and
reinforces the urgency of
the demand for the closure
of Sellafield.”

BY EAMON TRACY
THE LACK of somewhere to
live has long been a major prob-
lem for many in the Six Counties,
particularly nationalists who still
suffer disproportionately because
of the legacy of years of instit-

ut lised discri in the
construction, allocation and repair
of housing.

177,000 dwellings (35% of housing)
in the North are under the control of
the Housing Executive, the North’s sole
agency i for the provision of
public housing. Of these, 75% are to
be found in the [arger urban settlements
with one third in the Belfast urban area
alone. Apart from the serious problem
posed by the severe shortfall in housing
for the 30,000 families and individials
on the North’s waiting list, an additional
area of concern is the poor condition of
much of the public housing stock.

The results of a recent Housing Exec-
utive survey were published several
months ago and made depressing reading.
The report estimated that to bring
public housing up to modern standard

SOMEWHERE

FIT TO LIVE

e - -
T - L

il d, and their inevit-

housing being pre-1919 detatched dwel-

of design and construction, around
£875 million would have to be spent.
Of this, £641 million would be needed
for works of improvement and repair
associated with the installation and
upgrading of basic facilities, while £234
million was required for works of general

local environment

structed

nblry affects the

Ings with rateable value under £60.

For example, 15,000 houses
prior to 1944 are to be found in Belfast.

RURAL HOUSING
The condition of rural housing is
particularly depressing. A recent Hous-
ing Ex study of rural housing

repair to the external shell,
and electrical services.

The report looked at 13 items which
would be regarded as essential for a
structurally sound dwelling (e.g. proper
heating and cooking facilities, good

in the Roslea area of County Fermanagh
concluded that there has been ‘no co-
herent co-ordinated approach to rural
areas”. :
Roslea was chosen as the study area

tion, and an ab: of d

and so on). It was estimated that 131,000
(75%) dwellings were below standard
for thermal insulation, a significant
figure in view of the North’s poor record
in regard to winter deaths among the
elderly and sick from cold-related ill-
nesses.

81,500 of dwellings (46%) lacked
adequate facilities for the provision of
food while heating problems affected an
estimated 75,500 (43%) of dwellings.
25,000 homes (14%) of the Executive’s
stock had problems with dampness.
To conclude this depressing picture,
15% were affected by more than one
item while over a quarter were affected
by four items.

The age of the property obviously

b “there is evid to show that
the physical housing probl P
ced in Roslea are typical of the geglon

owner pied and situated on a small
land holding. Such houses lack amen-
ities such as a bathroom and adequate
kitchen and suffers damp and disrepair.
They are usually located away from the
main road and the occupants rely, at least
in part, on benefits.

But as the report pointed out:

“Rural unfitness is not just associated
with disrepair, a problem that affects
every area but more so with a lack of
basic amenities and dampness, In this,
it is not simply a housing problem but
a health problem too.”

It was found that 28% of private
housing lacked three or more basic

as a whole”. F P
the worst level of fitness in the Six
Counties with 27% of homes in serious
disrepair.

One of the reasons the study was
undertaken was a realisation that while
housing renewal policy has had an impact
in urban areas, the same does not hold
true for rural areas. It was noted that
in urban areas, “94% of unfit
dwellings are in action areas. In
rural areas, such as West region,
quite the reverse: 95% of unfit dwellings
are owner-occupied single homes, each
of which must be tackled individually.”

A composite picture of rural housing
was compiled with most unfit rural

amenities and that 48% of the worst-
off homes are ied by

their present housing. Significantly, the
largest single barrier to improvement
“the high cost of building works
coupled with an inability to raise private
finance”. It was also discovered ;hnt trhe

t m is often too daunting for
ﬂy lg::eple and not flexible enough
to meet the household’s needs.

&

RADICAL CHANGE

Overall, a radical change in policy

is urgently needed by the Housing Exec-
utive, along with a massive increase in
funding by the British government. In
particular, the problem of grants in
rural areas, the amounts available, and
the rigid manner in which they are all-
ocated must be addressed. Unfortunately,
such a change appears at this stage a long
way off. Last month, the Executive
published ' the housing strategy review
for the years 88, ’89, '90 and ’91 which
has been submitted to the Department of
the Environment. Predictably, the emph-
asis is for the private sector to build the
bulk of new housing. The review estim-
ates that around 6,000 ‘“new private-
sector houses will be started each year,
and 750 by the housing association
t”. The Ex wants to

build 1,750 houses each year.

Sinn Fein’s Belfast housing spokes-
person, Councillor Sean Keenan, pointed
out that most of those on the waiting
list are there because they cannot afford
to buy a house and are dependent on
public housing:

“The 17,000 dwellings built over
four years by the Executive don’t begin
to tackle the lengthy waiting list.”

But this modest target has had to be
dropped because the difference between
Housing Executive estimates and British
government expenditure plans mean that
there would be a large gap in available
finance in 1989/90 and 1990/91. The
Exe :utive has therefore dropped its
target of ‘newbuild’ to 1,650 and inc-
N‘ned by two years to 12 its programme
of |

The study concluded that several
key points arose which must be attended
to if unfitness levels are to decline. It
points out that “the depopulation of
rural areas is slowing down... the number
of households is often Increasing” and
that ht.)udng policy cannot be isolated
“from jobs policy, social policy, physic-
al urln.l’ning policy, etc. Each affects the

er.

L]

The myth that rural dwellers are
more likely to be satisfied with unfit
housing conditions is dispelled. Nearly
a third of households are dissatisfied with

P! . Even this reduced
strategy will be more expensive than
present British government expenditure
plans allow for, As expected, on Tuesday,
British direct-ruler Tom King announced
8 £40 million cut in the Executive’s
budget. Condemning the decision, Sean
Keenan said:

“The housing shortage Is desp
the extent of urban and rural unfitness
Is staggering, and yet no serious effort
Is being made to confront this issue.
As ever, the British government, through
its housing agency, tinkers with rather

plays a significant role in the problems

than tackles the housing problem.”
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© The Wacky Windsors on parade at their Hi
prince’s balls into the jaws of a corgil

ONE OF THE ARMED Garda gang
’ who raided AP/RN’s Dublin Offices
on Monday took a great interest in
a particular book as he rooted through one
hack’s desk. With wide-eyed wonder the snoop-
ing sleuth lovingly leafed through the pages,
softly murmuring to himself:
“Jaysus, isn’t that the stupidest thing ever? Would
ye just lookit that.”
And the source of his fascination? The Royal Family
Pop-Up Book!

THE UNIONIST MP for Strang-

ford, John Taylor — who survived an

= attack by peace-loving Workers’ Party

gunmen in the early 70s — is, when in Europe

as an MEP, a member of the extreme right-
wing Group of the European Right.

And his unfortunate constituents can expect an
unusual Christmas present from John, for the group
has produced its own champagne, p with label...
a photograph ol tori French National
fascist, Jean-Marie Le Pen.

PRIVATE PROTECTION.
3 Looking for the ideal Christmas
present for the man who has every-

thing. My friend Chucky tells me that Hand-
gunner, the firearms journal, is advertising the

Front

It's rather disturbing---
1 seem Co be losing my

nl-||lllllllllll|||||IIllllllllllllllllllllllll

ighland retreat. With The Royal Family Pop-Up Book one can guide one of the Jolly

latest body protection (or parts thereof) —
armoured codpieces!

UDR SOLDIER Robert James Harri-
C‘% son of ‘C’ Company, 8 UDR, Cooks-
town, was ordered to pay £100
F ion to D lici Francis
Rafferty by Cookstown Court last week. The
solicitor told the court that when he was stop-
ped by a UDR patrol last May he had been
headbutted by Harrison who was wearing a
helmet.

EVEN IN, THEIR disgusting clamour
= to use the Enniskillen tragedy to

make political capital,, British est-
ablishment politicians were trying to.,score
points off one another.

As soon as Labour’s Neil Kinnock heard that Thatch-
er intended to fly to last Sunday’s ceremony in Ennis-
killen, he and his Irish affairs flunkey, Kevin MacNamara
presented themselves to attend also.

But would Thatcher miss the chance to be the only
focus of the news reports? The two self-promoting
Labour Party men were told by Tory government
officials that, sadly, there was no room for them on
the aeroplane because Thatcher and her entourage
filled it up completely.

1
And somehow the memory loss
appears Lo be selective. 1 can
recall any ill-advised incident that
can be laid at the door of the
Republican Movement ----

Boutl unno: rm;‘L

ong unpleasan acki
carricd out by loyalists!

1 cannot think of one crime

Don't wo!

It’s a type of amnesia
which afflicts many bishops,
journalists, politicians - -

about it..-
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AND MARGARET THATCHER is

said to be furious with her one-time

cronie Sir Richard Attenborough
over his new film Cry Freedom — the story
of South African leader Steve Biko, who was
beaten to death by white police.

According to newspaper reports, Thatcher stormed
off after telling Attenborough to stick to showbiz
and leave politics to politicians. Her overwrought gide-
kick Denis, then explained to all who would listen that
she still p ly refers to Zimbab as ‘Rhodesia’
and that the Thatchers have often visited relatives in
Durban, South Africa.

DID YOU KNOW... that the Robert
E%/Emmm Sinn Fein Cumann in Dub-
lin’s Inchicore is masochist?

Yes, you've guessed it, they're at it again. For a
record-breaking tenth year in a row cumann members
and supporters will go for a swim in Dublin’s Grand
Canal on Christmas morning. The swim is to be spons-
ored, by those who choae_‘to :uy dry, and is in aid of

l'W'het.hex-ryov.l go nlo'ng to jeer or cheer, it will be
great crack at the Third Lock Bridge at 11.30 on Christ-
mas morning — and it’s all in a good cause!

FOLLOWING THE RECENT eviction

of several drug-pushers by Ballymun

people, one pusher, G Wright,
managed to find himself somewhere else to
stay in the area. At a meeting held last Wednes-
day, Concerned Parents voted 496 to four
to evict him again.

‘Who were the four — his cronies?’ I hear you ask.
Well, not exactly. One of those who voted to let the
pusher stay on in the community was Fergal de Rossa,
son of Sticky supremo Proinsias.

Work, b

Anoth.

d the CPAD
of not caring about addicts but his rant was cut short
by CPAD man Niall Donnelly who informed him that
the CPAD addiction committee was set to open a
special clinic in Ballymun shortly.

But lurking in the shadows at the back during all
.this was Proinsias de Rossa himself, the man who attempt-
ed to smear the CPAD from inside Leinster House last
week as “a front for the Provisional IRA” and “like
the Ku Klux Klan”.

At the end of the meeting de Rossa found himself
surrounded by about 60 of his constituents who chanted
their message to him: “De Rossa out! De Rossa Out!”

m/@ cillor was remanded in custody when

he appeared at a special court in
Magherafelt following an arms find at Bally-
gowan, Desertmartin.

Thomas James Johnson, of Tobermore Road, Magher-
afelt, is charged with pc ing a sub-machi n pis-
tol, a .22 rifle, a 9mm pistol and 300 rounds of amm-
unition.

And when he appeared in Belfast Magistrates’ Court
yesterday (Thursday) the judge released him on bail.

LT IIIIIIlIIllIIlIIlIIlIIIﬁ

DUIRT SIADEY

A FORMER ULSTER unionist coun-
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I would not extradite a dog to Britain.
— Fianna Fail Senator Don Lydon.

LT

This is what the Anglo-Irish Agreement was
designed to produce.

— John Stanley, assistant Six Counties direct-
ruler, on the nationwide Free State/crown forces
search operation.

Ll
The [IRA] will be beaten by a combination of
political disassociation from them and security
co-operation.
— John Stanley.

e
The last time this house was raided was by the
Black and Tans. 3
— Donegal Councillor Harry Blaney who
witnessed the Garda Special Branch raid on the
home of his brother, Neil Blaney TD.
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Christmas Cﬂs
20p each.
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Republican - Calendar
£1.50 each

Loughgall Poster
£1.25 each

Republican Diary
£3 each

From: 44 Pamell Sq

Ol

AP/RN, 58 Parnell Square,

Dublin 1.

HOLDING OUR
HEADS HIGH

A Chairde,

In the present political
climate, uncomfortable as it is,
there is an atmosphere of
hostility towards anyone of
any religious denomination
who might actively. work to-
wards the of the

the name of no protest. Allow
them to rule us!

The rot is intended to set
in at an age beyond which
recovery is extremely unlikely
and the concept that is peace
has little meaning other than
the submission of the discrim-

‘Northern Ireland’ state. The
aspirant is frowned at because
his or her vision of the future
might just possibly be preced-
ed by a degree of inconven-
ience for those “who would
prefer to see injustice prolong-
ed, so long as the thick end of
the wedge cludes them.

It doesn’t seem to matter if
the United Irelander argues his
or her.case on grounds of
morality and truth because
‘the haves’ and the ‘I’m-alright-
Jacks' are the attitude-shapers
in our society, despite finding
themselves in the minority.

And this minority happens
to be in control of the media
and the education system too
and this is where the anti-
national rot begins. It is in-
creasingly the practice of Cath-
olic (but not necessarily na-
tionalist) teachers to implant
the anti-national seedsin young
minds in their formative years.

The _historical integrity of
Derry is doubted with endless

. reference to ‘London-derry’ or

some other distortion like
Stroke City. Britain is endless-
ly labelled the paternalistic
‘Mainland’ and the partitionist
26-County state is allowed to
hijack - the title of republic.
The RUC are invited to aur
schools to give lectures on
road safety and hill-walking
and no mention of their horr-

against and the absence
of unlicensed gunfire. Justice
is deemed to be ultimately
desirable but only if fate
drops it upon us in the misty
and distant future. It is sid
to be the concern of future
generations. That is what
Bishop Edward Daly intimated
in theaftermath of Enniskillen.

In schools in Omagh within
the past. week or so — and
doubtless in other areas —
pupils of primary, secondary
and grammar level have been
‘besieged with feelings of infer-
iority and complexes of guilt’
and in some schools seven amd
eight-year-olds have been ask-
ed to write compositions on
the implications of Enniskillen.
No such similar homework
was prescribed on the legacy
of Loughgall, and no pupils
were asked to write letters of
sympathy to the families of
those brave men cut down by
foreign forces. It is all so
utterly one-sided, and unaccep-
table.

No-one should be ashamed-
to be a United Irelander and
no-one should fear the work-
load ahead, and its probable
accompanying setbacks, on
the path to the Irish republic.
Republicanism can never lose
its appeal and its implementa-
tion remains the only answer
to Ireland’s English problem,
despite the tragic and sad
consequences of any individual
Onwards to victory.

ible anti record is
made. The battering of repub-
licans at parades and funerals
is excused and neglected in

Barra Mac Giolla Dhuibh,
An Charraig Mhor,
Thir Eoghain.

REALITY
A Chairde,

1 do not justify the trag
edy of It was

ions and loyalist thugs. For-
gotten is the misery inflict-
ed on the Irish people in the
26 Counties by many of these
through enforced

wrong and should not have
happened. But I would like
to comment on the hypocrisy
of politicians and  certain
church  leaders on their one-
sided attacks on the kick-
back violence of the oppress-
ed

We hear politicians who
condone Section 31 shed
crocodile tears for democracy.
We hear sectarian politicians
who condone loyalist murder-
gangs and condemn the IRA
and worse still, they are given
prominence on RTE. It is
one-sided, cynical and ghoul-
ish. We also hear the national
inferiority complex which is a
result of the colonial occup-
ation of this country with
the statement by people that
they feel ashamed to be
Irish.

F’om:.l-sn are the tragedies

Dublin 1 or 51/55 Falls
Road, Belfast
Please include postage and

of pogr y

Sunday, McGurk's Bar, the

Miami Showband massacre

and the terror inflicted on

the nationalist population by
ive British

emigration, poverty, cut-backs
and all their horrible side
effects such as broken marr-
iages, wife and child-beating,
rape and suicides,

The unfortunate reality is
that tragedies remain
with us while the financial
and military control of our
country is in foreign hands.
Those who want to prevent
violence would do well to look
at the causes and as a result
campaign for a British with-
drawal and the establishment

it Is ‘Yefreshing” for so
many to leave Ireland, I
doubt if the friends, relatives
and  parents of those who
Ieave find it so.

Brian Lenihan gives the
Impression that we came here
for the crack and to enmjoy
ourselves  before returning
home to settle down. That
may be true for some, espec-
fally the young of the middle
class and politicians who al
ways had jobs, comfort and
security in Ireland, but doet
Brian Lenihan realise how
many |llegals there are in the
US? Catholic New York news:
paper estimates that there are
120,000 illegal Irish in the
New York area alone. Most
of these are working class
and - have nothing to return
to only longer dole queues
than when, they left. They
will stay here for as long as
they can evade the Immig-
ration and Naturalisation Ser-
vice (INS) and the Immigrant
Control and Reform Act of
1986 and its dreaded by-
product 1-9 form.

A case d in the

used a 'hnl'n

mme
:hxcuﬂenl account of those
events (AP/RN November 12th
ml?u ironic that in the days
of Glasnost when the poss-
ibility of rehabilitating those
leaders of the revolution who
fell victim to Stalin’s purges
and show trials, is once sgain
on the agenda, AP/RN should
give expression the same his-
torical nonsense.

Writing Trotsky out of the
history of the Russian revol-
ution was not done to dis-
credit an individual, but to
justify the unprecedented po-
wer centralised in the hands
of a most barbaric bureau-
cracy which arose from the
jsolation of that revolution.
The identification. of  social-
ism with Stalinist Russia has
weakened the cause of free-
dom everywhere. Why risk
your life and that of your
friends and family in a strug-
gle against landlords and cap-
italists if all that is going to
replace the present system is
, thought police

Tipp-£x to do
his otherwise

October 24th issue of The
Irish Echo- concerned an ill-
egal Irish family — with
two parents and three child-
ren — living in a small base-
ment. All the kids had con-
tracted scarlet fever, the father
'was unemployed and the fam-
ily was pennyless. Due to
their illegal status they were
afraid of seeking medical help.
They had no money to pur-

and detention camps? .
When Lenin returned to
Russia in April 1917 and
argued that Bolsheviks should
fight for the overthrow of the
provisional government, the
idea was not ‘his alone”, as
Tom ODwyer says. It is
unlikely that such a large and
well-trained political party co-
uld change jts views on such
a life and death issue on the

capitalist ruls, then the social-
ist republic. He argued that
the Irish capitalist class was
totally subservient to their
imperialist masters and If the
people of no property def-
eated the British, they should
set about building a social-
ist republic.

We all have to study and
learn the lessons of history
honestly. Trotsky's role in trs
Russisn revolution has been
erased from the history books
by supporters of the ‘stages’
theory, Leave that to the
Workers' Party, it makes no
sense for republicans.

Martin Collins,

London.

MORE NIT-PICKING

A Chairde,

In answer to Mr Clarke’s
Nit-Picking? letter (AP/RN,
October 15th), my, but he
scoms a wee bit upset. |
would like to point out that
1 thought that I mw many
errors in his book but thinking
that if 1 made a mistake he
would most certainly do to me
what he is accusing one of try-
ing to do to him.

While he does not concede
that mying “‘spparently inno-
cent Julie Livingstone” was
misrepresenting the incident,
he says on reflection “appar-
ently” could have been left
out. Fair enough — if he then
puts apparently in front of the
“soldier who was seriously
", In a country where

FA th ter med-
icine or even food. This
according to Brian Lenihan’s
warped mentality is probably
‘Yefreshing” also.

For Brian Lenihan to my
that it’s refreshing to see so
many leave Ireland exposes
the sick nature of the Free
State, which must be replaced
by the socialist republic. I find
myself in total agreement with
Fr John Gavin, secretary of
the Bishops Commission for
Emmigrants, when he said the
remarks were merely confirm-
ation of a ‘hitherto unpub-
lished government policy”. -~

Brian Lenihan said. that
‘e can't all live on a small
island”. 1 agree. Why dosen't
he and his political cohorts
get off it. Then in Bobby
Sands® words we'll see “the
rising of the moon", and
wo'll have a society in which
the leaders won't feel it is
refreshing to see tens of
thousands Jeaving,

Oh how I wish those
words would haunt Brian
Lenihan for the rest of his
life!

Maurice,

Undocumented alien,

New York.

‘BAD TASTE’

A Chara,

At the risk of being brand-
ed a sorchead I feel obliged
to object to the inclusion of
items about British soldiers
et al dying in road accidents
in the Flying Column,

Not only are such items
in bad taste and of dubious
news value but they also

of an ivid
party leader — even some-
one with - the prestige of
Lenin. In fact, Trotsky, who
‘was to play a vital role in the
revolution as the elected lead-
er of the largest soviet (work-
ers’ council) in Petrograd had
been warning of the dangers
‘stages’ theory of
revolution for some time.

Bolsheviks like Stalin and
Kamenev stuck to the old
theory that society had to
evolve through distinct stages
— fuedalism. capitalism and
only then to socialism. Trot-
sky said that whereas this
did apply on a world scale,
individual A not

we have apparently-wounded
soldiers who have been struck
on the leg with a brick and we
could also have another appar-
ently wounded soldier who
has had a comfortable night in
hospital while his head is
lying somewhere in a ditch in
Armagh. Does it really matter
to the point of inclusion if a
soldier is wounded?

Secondly, in relation to the
Miami Showband massacre, he
states in his book that mem-
bers of the Miami Showband
were killed by a premature

.explosion. In his letter he

neglects. to state that no
of the band was

have to go through such
rigid steps, ie, it was quite
possible to ‘skip over” stages
very quickly. At some points
in history, he said, capitalist
could play a progressive role.
But in the Russia of 1917
they could provide none of
the things people wanted.
They could not feed the
hungry, give land to the
landless or stop the slaughter
going on in the battlefields
of Europe. Trotsky argued
that workers and poor peas-
ants had to seize power them-
selves. This has become known
as the theory of ‘permanent
revolution’.

Lenin’s genius was not to
have been ‘right all along’,
but to instantly grasp in
April 1917 that the old
stages theory was mot worth
the paper it was written on.
He didn’t sit down in a sem-
inar and discuss it all out with
Trotsky and his friends like
some abstract question, he
took immediate action to re-

our as
an organisation which dosen't
gloat over enemy deaths. They
also bring an element of the
gutter press to a serious
newspaper.

Might 1 suggest inform-
ation about suicides of RUC
men etc., which illustrates
morale problems within en-
emy ranks, be presented as

of a just, and caring snippets  of
society . news.
Oisin Breatnach, Mairtin O Muilleoir.
Baile Atha Cliath,
THE RUSSIAN
EMIGRATION REVOLUTION
A Chan, A Chairde

Having read the rantings
of Brian. Lenihan in the
current issue of Newsweek
1 felt 1 had to put pen to
paper to state a few facts.

Whilst Brian Lenihan may feel

The historians of Stalinist
Ruld-.u‘:d an air brush to
temove the disturbing image
of Trotsky from photographs
of great revolutionary events;
Tom O'Dwyer seems to have

the party in the

freedom
could be won only by going
through a series of stages
should have ended ther . Un-

killed in the explosion.

Finally, he now takes us
through the scenario of the
UDR/UVF. men in  UDR
uniforms on a “bogus™ UDR
patrol, stopping the Miami
Showband, taking them up the
road to a hedge, and searching
them; at the same time two
UDR/UVF men are killed
when the bomb prematurely
explodes. He then goes on to
say the band was fired upon
““though there is some dispute
as to who fired” and “that
there are some conflicting
reports of amother group of
people in the area”.

This explanation must com-
pare “unfavourably” with shot
while trying to escape and 1
did not know the gun was
loaded. Who are these other
people in the area? The RUC,
SAS, the Workers’ Party, or
the Ardoyne Celtic Supporters’
Club.

Mr Clarke, your letter
(never mind your book) shows
how anti-republican you are,
and hopefully it should help
stop any republican buying it.
And as for calling me a nit-
picker I must ask you, surely
we are a bit grown up for
name calling... *“sticks and
stones.” Although, on second

parties
around the world did not
drop it. Unless the workers
and poor people of Russia
seized power in 1917, mill-
jons would have been killed
by the capitalist class. That
fundamental truth could have
saved millions of lives in
Indonesia, Chile and a score
of other countries when the
Soviet advisors and CPs told
the workers they would ‘have
to wait’. In China, Yugo-
slavia and Vietnam, revolut-
lonaries ignored that advice
and did indeed ‘skip a stage'.
Connelly did not argue: first
an Ireland under British rule,
second an Ireland under Irish

packing costs with all orders.

looking back to the
original review this could be
tempting fate.
Thomas Brawley,
shill,

Strathclyde.

ALL LETTERS should be
clearly written or typed, doub-
le-spaced (one line of space
between each line of writing),
and on one side of the paper
only,

Pleass try and keep your
letters as short as possible.

Names and addresses must
be included, even when not
for publication,




days ahead’

[ BY JOE GABRIEL ]

THE FACT that journalist Nell McCafferty has been

banned from RTE radio and tel

ision has not been a

big deal as far as most of the media is concerned.

The ban on McCafferty
is curious. She has not
been brought under Sec-
tion 81 of the Broadcast-
ing Act; she has been

brought, instead, under
Section 18 of the Act,
which deals with people
who are likely to incite,
ete, ete.

An interview Nell Mc-
Cafferty did with Hanly's
People was, first of all,
deferred, and then later,
banned. An appearance by
McCafferty on Liveline
was also stopped because
of her views on the North.
Neither banning has caus-
ed any great wave of
condemnation or express-
ions of unease at the way
which censorship is now
working. It should be not-
ed that she has not been
completely banned. She
can go on and talk about
anything else — just don’t
mention the North!

EXTENDING

CENSORSHIP
The move against Mc-
Cafferty is significant in
that it represents a further
extension of censorship. It
is even more significant

that, with the exception of
passing mention in most of
the papers, it was not
considered worthy of ex-
posing further. (To be fair,
the Sunday Tribune did
deal with it.)

The banning of Me-
Cafferty is the start of
something completely diff-
erent. Up to now, RTE
have had it all their own
way and they can throw
Section 31 at anyone as
and when they please.
And generally, when they
are extending this, they
don't bother to explain
what has actually happen-
ed. Irish Northern Aid’s
Martin Galvin is a case in
point. He was due to
appear on RTE a couple of
years ago, He appeared at
an IRA funeral in Derry

AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICA

and was then dropped

from RTE. “The changed
context of events'' was the
reason given at that time.

Now all of that Is
changed. The present situ-
ation is that anybody who
expresses a view on events
in the North contrary to
the current wisdoms being
circulated by the govern-
ment leaves themself open
to banning under Section
18.

This is being done at a
time when the government
in the South is carrying
out massive expenditure
cuts without any real
criticism from the media.
The political context of
the banning is one of
general repression. The
banning of Nell McCaffer-
ty is a big deal, and despite
the fact that the media
might court unpopularity,
the media should make a
big deal about it.

BLOODY SUNDAY
McCafferty represents a
point of view that is
seldom enough heard on
RTE. She was there on
Bloody Sunday when Brit-
ish soldiers took a decision
to kill people, to make
them lie down. The logical
conclusion of the current
banning, if it had been in
operation on Bloody Sun-
day, is that RTE would
not have been able to
interview anyone who at-
tended that march that
fateful day.

The logical extension of
that general banning means
that RTE cannot now talk
to anyone who marches on
the streets. If the RUC
baton charges a crowd of
mourners, for example,
they will not now be able
to talk to those who have
been batoned. For, natur-
ally enough, those who
have been batoned will be
expressing views that run
contrary to the govern-
ment's in the South.

We are in for a period
of covert fascism. Nell
McCafferty told the truth.
She put her life and her
livelihood in jeopardy by
s0 doing. She received very
little back-up from her
colleagues in the media.
What all of this amounts
to is a situation where
freedom of expression,
and freedom of the press,
is being eroded and nobody
is shouting ‘stop’. There
are dark daysahead indeed.

Ode to the
Free State

JOHN GRUNDY’S The Grocer’s Republic is a brave

attempt to tell in verse the history of this half-nation —
the 26-County state — from 1922 to 1970.

Born and reared in a
Dublin slum he unashamed-
ly dedicates his ‘Ballad of
the South’ to the urban
poor who were lost and
forgotten by the machina-

nonetheless,
has still its share of

wretch!

in the slums

and choke upon the
1 bs.

tions of ive conser-
vative administrations. In

telling th
by e sad story of the

This is a catholic

As a republican it is
refreshing to ﬂm‘:l that t.hi:
yrical history does no
l.km the gruesome facts of
the Free State's dirty war
In the preface Grundy
explains that this “most
flagrantly isan section
of the work’’ is the result
of his own considered read-
ing of history. His verse

eonnln;ptivea huddle

captures the full horror of
the slaughter of republi-
cans, by using the words
of the soldiers of the
Grocer’s Republic:
In Kerry, the crows
eat choicest bits of

MEn  cattered to the trees
by the government’s

mines ’

4 “yn tied them tight-
ly— J
far?

was that going too

but such things hap-
pen in civil war...”

Having described the
arid conservatism of the
Free State Twenties Grun-
dy's verse turns to the
hopes of those who, for

the first time, looked to
Fianna Fail as the solution
only to have those hopes
dashed. After de Valera's
coming to power in 1932,
and throughout the long
reign of Fianna Fail noth-
ing changed for those who
skivvied and slaved. The
first Coalition (1948) again
brought hope to the hearts
of the people, but:

The government be-

fore McQuaid

was jam or jelly
marmalade:

oh, gentle Jesus,

meek and mild
will care for mother
and for child.

The criminal behaviour
of the Catholic hierarchy
is emphasised in his des-
criptions of his school-
days which will probably
ring a bell with most older
readers.

Leaving school at 14 to
“‘help sell Johnston Moon-
ey's bread” he describes
the achievements and fail-
ures of the '60s.

Oh, Sixties of the
nouveau riche,

the Beatles, Cassius,
Telefis;

how

much we

thought within our scope,

how much we dream-
ed and dared to hope!

In Sixties Fin 1
s glas,

days of scarce food,
or none at all;

I see my mother go
to bed

sick, because she was
not fed.

Noting the power of
revisionism today he says
of the 1966 jubilee cele-
brations:

On TV then, at
children’s hour,

they lauded well the
bullet’s power;

told tales of Con-
stance Markievicz

and others
would shoot to bits.

The ballad finishes up
as “‘the North struck again”
asking the question “— is
this not Chile, Bangla-
desh?”

The author spends no
time with what-might-have-
beens, but stops abruptly
at 1970. For me, that's
one of the main disappoint-
ments of the book. The
other one is the price —
£1.76 for a very soft back
20 page volume!

who
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DEFEND THE CLINICS
CAMPAIGN
PUBLIC MEETING
Speakers: Louise Asmal (ICCL),
Ursula Barry, Patricls Hegarty

(US!1), Michsel Brennan (EEPTU),
Mary Gordan (Counselling Group).
7.30pm Thursday 26th Novemnber

Liberty Hall

DUBLIN

PICKET AGAINST THE PTA
6-7pm Friday 27th November
Home Office
Queen Anne’s Gate
LONDON
England
Organised by the IBRG

ANTI-EXTRADITION RALLY
SHANNON UNDER THREAT
Prominent speakers
2.30pm Saturday 28th November
SHANNON
County Clare

ised by the
Irish Anti-Extradition Committee

CONFERENCE ON
MacBRIDE PRINCIPLES
Speakers: Kevin MacNamara, John
Carroll (ITGWU), Inez McCormack,
Noreen Green (ITGWU), Ken Living-
stone and John MacBride
Saturday 28th November
The Camden Centre
Bidborough Street
LONDON
England
Organised by the
Labour Committee on |reland

KILMICHAEL COMMEMORATION
Speaker: Fr Des Wilson
12noon Sunday 29th November
KILMICHAEL
County Cork

JAZZ NIGHT
9pm to 1am Wednesday
2nd December
Gatsby's Night Club
NEWRY
Taille £150
Guest speaker: ANC ex-prisoner
Organised by Newry & Mourne
Anti-Apartheid Movement

CHARLIE KERINS
COMMEMORATION
7.30pm Friday 4th December
Assemble Denny Street
TRALEE
County Kerry

PETER CAMPBELL
WELCOME HOME DANCE
Featuring the Irish Brigade
Friday 4th December
BORDER INN
County Louth
Taille £3

BALLAD SESSION
Featuring Irish Brigade
Saturday 5th December

Wexford Inn
DUBLIN
Taille £250
1n aid of Portlaoise Prisoners
Relatives Bus Fund

CONFERENCE ON
STRIP-SEARCHING
10am-5pm Saturday 5th December
Lambeth Town Hall
Brixton Hill
LONDON
England
Organised by the London
Strategic Policy Committee
& the Association of
London Authorities

BALLAD SESSION
The Irish Brigade
Sunday 13th December
Wexford Inn
DUBLIN
Organised by the
Naoimh Padraig
Celtlc Supporters Club
in aid of Scoil Seachta Laoch
Taille £3

WELCOME HOME DANCE
(for Paddy Boyle)
Music by Spailpin

Speaker: Cyril MacCurtain
9pm Thursday 17th December
Benners Hotel
TRALEE
County Kerry




Leathanach 14 — AN PHOBLACHT/REPUBLICAN NEWS, Thursday, November 26th, 1987

Sinn
Fein
AGMs

Carroll/Ashe Cumann, Bsile
Atha Cliath.
Cathaoirleach: Fergus McCann;
Runai: Anne Speed; OCP:
Niall Meehan; Airgeadas: Fer-
gus  McCann; Comhphabal:
Tony Flaherty.

Clarke/Smith Cumann, Atha
Cliath,

Cathaoirleach: Brian Kenna;
Runai: Christine Scanlon; Leas
chathaolirleach: Liam Doy
Airgeadas: Harry Fleming; Ci
teair: Stephen Duggan; Eagrai:
Alan Moore; Oideachas: Brian
Kenna; Comhphobal: Harry
Fleming; Mna: Tracey Murphy;
Oige: John Daly; Cimi: Noel
Ellis.

Jean-Claude ‘Baby Doc’

United States.
Presidential elections due
on Sunday have been largely
paid for by the United
States but offer little hope
for this poverty-stricken and

Dublin North C: Cean-
tair.

Catheoirleach: Albert Kane;
Runai: Daithi de Bru; Leas-
chathaoirleach: Joe Dillon;
OCP: David Walsh; Airgeadas:
Liam Redmond; Eagrai: Johnny
Johnson; Oideachas: Micheal
Mac Donncha,

Dublin Central/Dublin North
West Comhairle Ceantair.
Cathaoirleach: Sean Marlowe;
Runai: Brenden Kelly; OCP:
Liam Doyle; Airgeadas: Brenda
Enright; Eagrai: Brian Dowling;
Oideachas: Niall Meehan; Mna:
Christine Scanlon.

George McBrearty/Charles Ma-
‘guire Cumann, Letterkenny,
_ County Donegal.
Cathaoirleach: Dennis Carroll;
Runai: Veronica Molloy; OCP:
Sean Gallagher; Cisteoir: Rosie
Diamond; Oideachas: Johnny
White.

Louth Comhairle Ceantair.
Cathaoirleach: Hugh McShane;
Runai: Angela Taggart; Leas-
chathaoirleach: Shay Rooney;
OCP: Christopher O‘Donnell;
Airgeadas: Matt Kane; Cisteoir:
Ann Sheilds; Eagrai: Pearse
McGeough; Oideachas: Arthur
Morgan.

Maurice McGrath Cumann,
Carrick-on-Suir, County Tipp-
erary.
Cathaoirleach: Liam Walsh;
Runai: Eddie Doherty; OCP:
Michael O'Doherty/John O*
Shea; Airgeadas: Michael Burns.

Carrib coun-

try.

From 1964 until early
1986 Haiti was governed by
the Duvalier family through
armed gangsters known as
Tonton Macoutes. Jean-
Claude’s father ‘Papa Doc’

MACOUTES
RAMPAGE

THE BATTLE for power in Haiti, where dictator

masmed on the border be-
tween Haitl and the Domini-
can Republic underan agree-
ment with the United States
to put down any left-wing

ya e ) = take-over.
=
CANDIDATES
what was more Important phy. But the vast mnjo"rlty T'MURP‘EF!EID“ “
for Washington was that it of ‘Baby D::;:i'nd e i "'.'n e nby
seemed unable to crush the mmln:;inu Fro .Maooul.el ‘Baby Doc’s’ former gun-

Duvalier was overthrown

early last year, has become a three-part fight
between Duvalier’s former pals, a radical opposi-
tion closely linked with the Catholic Church and a
set of middle<class politicians backed by the

who took power in 1971. In
1984 the Macoutes’ brutali-
ty sparked off riots in the
South of the country and
‘Baby Doc’ was unable to
stem the rising discontent
of his people.

PROTECTED BY US
The Duvalier dictatorship
was protected for years by
US governments but by the
’80s it had begun to embarr-
ey

off
wealth and this tradition

STOP

the Irish language.

ion of pirate radio stations
mid-70s. The Fianna

STRIP

county basis, and up to
Control of the new stat-
jons will be decided by

lication for li and

SEARCHING

the final decision on these
applications will be made
by the Minister for Comm-
icati RTE will not be

A new and up-dated edition 'of

allowed to apply for lic-
ences but, apart from this
and i political ‘and " raligl

lised

Fail bill proposes a

- ol
‘Baby Doc’s’ regime symbo-
corrupt brutality bu

from Pirates
to Profiteers

THE Fianna Fail government published the
long-awaited Radio Bill last week and propos-
es a system which will be totally dominated
by commercial interests with no statutory
provision for community involvement or for

Communications Minister Ray Burke unveiled the
Dublin government’s plans as the response to the proliferat-

which has grown since the
26-County-wide

ial station, local channels on a
100 smaller local

opposition.
Th

off of Haiti created jealous-
y among the business class-
es and the US decided to
shift its support from ‘Baby
Doc’ to his well-off enemies.
Throughout 1985 protests
continued to grow. Small
farmers and urban workers
were standing up In ever
greater numbers against the
feared Macoutes and looked
set to overthrow Duvalier.
But they had yet to develop
their own leadership and
organisation.

The US policy was to
encourage its allies within
the army and the business
class to take over before a
radical revolutionary alter-
native could develop.

PEASANTS GUNNED
DOWN

When Duvalier fled the

country in eardy 1986 the

Haitian army took over

under General Henri Nam-

¥

operating under Section 31,
will be as biased and anti-
nationalist as RTE itself,

The lack of any place
for the Irish language on the
proposed new networks was
condemned this week by
Conradh na Gaeilge. The
organisation said that at
least 16% of programmes
should be in Iris. This
is the statutory obligation
on RTE but even this is
not adhered to.

Sinn  Fein policy on
broadcasting, both national

work that emerges from
the Bill will mostly be
run by private profiteers
and business concerns.

BROADCASTING
ACT
All the new stations

will be governed by the
dcasting Act which con-

the Stop the Strip
boaoklet is now available.

The new edition includes a statistical
breakdown of the strip-searches carried
out in Armagh Jail and in Maghaberry,
2 list of the supporters of the cam
paign, s well evidence of the physialo-
gicai effects of suip<earching on
women, the history of strip-searching
and what a strip-search is.

Copies' are available from the usual
outlets. 70p each.

groups, there are no res-
trictions on who can apply.
There are also no guide-

trols RTE, including the
censorship of Section 381.
On the other hand, t‘h.era

and local, was outlined in
the 1986 local election
manifesto. It says:

“Sinn Fein believes in
independent public service
broadcasting financed dir-
ectly by licence fee, or
where necessary from public
funds. Local broadcasting
financed in this way should
be under community ‘con-
trol. While we oppose the
non-unionised and private

lines for
several applicants. The fact
that existing pirate stations
are free to apply and that
the financial ability to run
stations will dominate the
decision it is inevitable
that the local radio net-

v

is no pr
for the Irish language or for
the cultural content of
programmes. The only reg-
ulation is that news and
current affairs must con-
stitute 20% of the out-
put. That news output,

! nature of present
‘illegal’ radio stations, we
realise that they are filling
a vacuum left by RTE
and in many instances prov-
iding an essential service to
the communities.

“The highest percentage

continued to hold sway. In
July 300 peasants demon-
strating in favour of land
reform were gunned down
by former employees of the
dictatorship and nothing
was done to bring them to
justice. On August 3rd presi-
dential candidate Louis
Athis was also murdered.

A Provisional Electoral
Commission was set up to
oversee the presidential elec-
tions. It received five mill-
ion dollars from the US
government and a further
two million from France,
Canada and Venezuela.
When the factory printing
ballot papers was burned
down in an arson attack the
US promised ‘“We’ll see that
no shortage will delay the
election.”

The danger of Duvalier’s
former gun gangs made it
impossible for left-wing can-
didates to stand. In any case
10,000 troops have been

gangs in the early weeks of
the election. One of them,
Yves Volel, was a persistent
critic of Namphy's govern-
ment and was shot dead by
police in the full view of
reporters and a television
crew.

A broad left coalition has
been set up demanding a
boycott of the elections on
November 29th. The Nation-
al Popular Assembly the
Federation of Neighbour-
hood Committees and Chris-
tian groups led by Fr.
Bertrand Aristide have de-
nounced the poll asa ‘farce’.

For the last three weeks
opposition predictions that
the poll would create great-
er repression were proved
correct. The Electoral Com-
mission disqualified 12 mem-
bers of the Duvalier regime
from the elections on No-
vember 3rd and this act was
immediately followed by
widescale gun-attacks and
arson.

Macoute attacks contin-
ued up to Monday Novem-
ber 23rd when the market
in the capital Port-au-Prince
was burned down.

The pro-Duvalier forces
are unlikely to stop the
elections but they will al-
most certainly force a com-
promise on whoever wins
Sunday’s vote. Their power
in the countryside is shown
by the fact that only 242
candidates could be found
for the 1,600 elected posts
in rural areas. The Haitian
people who overthrew Jean-
Claude Duvalier have yet to
settle accounts with his
followers.

of output possible should
be of a home-produced nat-

ure. This would provide
employment for many Irish
artists and, while it would
mean spending more money
in the short-term, it would
make for greater savings in

the long-term.

“‘Long broadcasting sho-
uld be firmly based in the
community it serves, emp-
loying local people and
with a fixed proportion of
community access program
mes.”




EMEMBERTNGRI,

~ MANGHESTER

HESPASI

MARTYRS

BY PETER O'ROURKE

NO TRIAL' and execution of Irishmen in E
century, aroused such widespread indignation
the Manchester Martyrs in November 1867.

Following the failure of the
Fenian Rising in Ireland in March
1867, Captain Timothy Deasy
travelled to England where during
the following months he worked
with Colonel Thomas J Kelly,
head organiser of the IRB, in

urchasing arms for another rising
i nd.

= l;]g:-,yed by an informer, John
J Corydon, both were arrested in
Manchester on September 11th.
While en route from the court-
house a week later, they were
rescued from the prison van by a
number of Fenians, during which a
police sergeant, Charles Brett, was
fatally wounded. Deasy and Kelly
eventually made their way to the

USFollowing the rescue some
sixty Irishmen were rounded up
by the police. Twenty-one of
these were charged with riot and
assault while five, William Philip
Allen, Michael Larkin, Michael
O'Brien, Edward O' Meagher
Condon and Thomas Maguire,
were jointly charged with Brett's

eath.
Even before the case was

heard, due to widespread anti-

Irish feeling in Manchester, the
b was a f )|

ion.
The five, who were held in
chains during the 5-day ‘trial’,

ngland, during the 19th
in Ireland than that of

were found guilty on the
dubious of eyewitness evid‘::c.:
lndol:r:hunced to death,

e other 21 people ch,
bf(ote the “Special Cor’;lml'n:?;gne't:l
elght_ were released while the
:::am?iu were found guilty of

and assault and
penél servitude, S

n November 21st, tw
bdor? the date nl‘kexe:us;!:
anll.rre was given a ‘free pur:
don”, the traditional method of
gckr?owledginz A miscarriage of
Justice in England, and Condon’s
sentence was commuted to life
ﬁg;sonmenl» He was released in

Dup:tg appeals from many
quarters, including the journalists
who had covered the case, for a
pudon‘ for the other three men,
all petitions to the Home Secre-
'.-rymvlvere rejected.

en, a native of Tij 3
Larkin, from Lusmagh, pg:::tyy
Offaly and O’Brien, of Bally-
macoda, County Cork, were pub-
licly hanged at Salford jail,
Manchester and buried in a quick-
lime grave.

The execution of the Manches-
ter Martyrs, as they became
kngv_m, alienated Irish nationalist
opinion from any belief in British
justice and helped to increase
recruitment into the IRB.
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The words “God Save Ireland,”
which the condemned men had
called from the dock, became the
title of a popular ballad by T.D.
Sullivan and the unofficial an-
them of nationalist Ireland for
almost 50 years.

The Manchester Martyrs were
hanged on November 23rd, 1867,
120 years ago this week.

o

PICKETS HIGHLIGHT

STRIP-SEARCHING

Prison pickets were held at Frankland and Durham Prisons in England
on Sunday, November 15th. The pickets were called by the Irish
Republican POW Campaign in Britain to mark the fifth anniversary
of stripsearching of Irish women political prisoners in British gaols.
People travelled from North England and Midland towns to support

the event.

The demonstration commenc-
ed at the isolated location of
F where calls of sol-
idarity with Irish republican POWs
were greeted with cheers from
within the forbidding walls which
characterise modern British ‘high
security’ prisons. The picket then
moved to Durham gaol where
two Irish women POWs, Ella
Ni Dhuibhir and Martina Nie
Andreasa are imprisoned. The

two women, who have suffered
over 900 ‘strips’, asked, in a
message to anti-strip-search march-
ers in June this year: “How long
will this psychological torturg

tagh, and was Britain’s response
to the Armagh women’s fight
for political status on the no
work and no wash protests and
the hungerstrike of 1980. Throu-
ghout the subsequent five years,
Britain has failed to crush that
spirit of resistance in Irish women
POWs. Britain has also lost the
propaganda battle, with few con-
vinced that strip-searching has any
celevance to security in Armagh,
much less in the high surveill-
ance Maghaberry and Durham
prisons. Five years and thous-
ands of strips have failed to
turn up anything of note. Con-
tinuation and extension of the
practice proves that strip-search-
ing is thinly disguised torture of
Irish women political prisoners.

MONTHLY PICKET

BRADY, John
In proud snd
Vol John By Ty ,
Gglaigh na hEireann, who was kill-
»d In an accidental explosion on
November th 1972, | mMmeasc
\sochra na nGael go raibh s. Always
ramemberad by his frisnds and com-
rades In the Derry Brigade.

BRADY, Paddy (3rd Anniversary),
in proud and loving mamory of
Paddy Brady, Sinn Féln, who was
murdered by loyalist assassins on
November 16th 1984, Always rem-
embersd by the Martin Forsythe
Sinn Fein Cumann, Dublin.

CARR, Jamss (15th Anniversary).
In loving memory of Vol James
Carr, Derry Brigads, lalgh na
n€ireann, who was killed in action
on November 28th 1972. Fuair sé
b son muintlr na hEireann.

(15th Anniversary)
loving memory of

remembered by his friends
and comrades In the Derry Brigade.

DUFFY, Patrick (9th Anniversary).
memary of Vol Patrick
laigh na hElreann, who

go ralbh s&. ‘They may kil
revolutionary, but never the revolut-
fon.” Always remembered by his
friends and comrades In the Derry
Brigad

McDADE, James (13th Anniversary).
in proud and loving memory of
Vol James McDade, who was killed
In action on November 14th 1974.
| measc laochra na nGael go ralbn
se. Always remembered by Tommy
and all his brothers and sisters In
Shannon.

McVERRY, Michael (14th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory
of Vol Mich: McVerry, South
Armagh Brigade, Oglaigh na hElr-
eann, who was Killed by British for-
ces while fighting for his country
on November 15th 1973. RIP.
Mary, Queen of the Gasl, pray for
him. Lay him away on the hillside,
along with thw brave and the bold,
Inscribe his name on the roll of
fame [n letters of purest goid. Always
remembered by Francls McElroy and
family, Wishaw, Scotland.
McVERRY, Michael (14th Annivers-
. In proud and loving memory
Michael

eann, w
forces while fighting for the freedom
of his country on November 15th
1973. RIP. Mary, Queen of the
Gael, pray for him. *'Soft be the soll
_———————————

d be the
that covers his grave, prou
country that bore him, green be the
memory

of his soul, Lhat has gone
jars bufore nim."
wd Dy the Croms-
Repuniican Flule
1and

to join the sold
Always remsmber
maglen Patriots
Band, Wishaw , Scot 7
MARLEY, Michas! (14tn  Anniver-
. in proud memory of Flan
Michas! Marisy, who was shot dT‘:
idiers while on
At ‘:duv-ﬂbd 24tn 1973
Fualr 56 bs a9 troid sr sON Na mOrse.
Always remaembered b’a""n:.'w'
In Flanna Elrsann.
VARLEY, Michael (18th Annivers-
1 Michael

by the Royal Gresnjackets on Nov-
lx|b- 24th 1973, aged 17 ysars.
Sacred heart of Jesus, pray for hll.'n.
sdvance o'er
y every homs greet
you with Joy and delight. May God
give you strength for to love Him
and ireland. And when the day
comes give you courage to fight.
Always rememberad and never for
ten by Margaret.
LO;HLtz, Michas) (14th Annivers.
ary). In loving memory of Michasl
Marfey, who was brutaily murdered
by the British army on November
24th 1973, Mary, Que of Ireland,
pray for him. *Whnile iraland holds
thesa graves, Irela unfree shall
never be at peac P.H. Pearss.
Always remembered by Tommy
MARLEY, Michael (14th Annivers-
in loving memory of Michael
, who was murdered by the
British army on November 24th 1973.
Mary, Queen of Ireland, pray for
him. No longer In our lives to share
but In our hearts you are always
thers. Always remembered by Joe
and Rita and family.
MARLEY, Michasl (14th Annivers-
ary). In proud and loving memory
of Flan Michasl Marley, who was
shot dead by British forces on
November 24th 1973. Thug se_a
ralbh alge ar son saolrse na heir-
eann. Always remembered by Sinn
Féin Bun na bhFil.
MORGAN, Desmond (14th Anniver-
sary). In proud and loving memory
of Vol Desmond Morgan, Oglaigh
na hElreann, who was shot by
British forces while on active service

on November 26th 1973. Fualr s&
bas ar son saolrse. Always remem-
bered by his friends and comrades

epublican Movement, County

COMHBHRON

BYRNE. Despest sympathy s exten-
ded to the Byrne famlly, on the death
of thelr father. From the Casement/
Nolan Sinn Féln Cumann, Stillorgan,
County Dublin.

CUMMINS. Deepest sympathy |s
extended to Anne and family on
the death of thelr father. From
Derek (Portlaolse).

DEERY: McSHEFFREY. Deepest
sympathy s extended to the wives,
children, familles and friends of
Vois Paddy Deery and Eddie Mc-
Sheffrey, Derry Brigade, Oglaigh na
hElreann. From Johnny. Marlana
McLoughlin and famlly, Buncrana.
DEERY: McSHEFFREY. Deepest
sympathy Is extended to the wives,
familles and friends of Vols Paddy
Deery and Eddie McSheffrey, Derry
Brigade, Oglaigh na hElreann. From
Michael McLoughlin, USA.

Ballybrack, on their recent bereave-
ment. From the Casement/Nolan
Sinn Féln Cumann, Stillorgan, County
Dubllin.

HARDY, Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to Len (Portlaoise) and
family on the death of their father.
From Tommy, Alne and Leo.
HARDY. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to our comrades Leonard
(Portiacise) and Basll (Long Kesh),
thelr mother and family circle on
the death of their father Patrick.
From Goose, Eugene, Marto, Frank
and Barney Martin (Portlaolse).
HARDY. Deepest sympathy Is ex-
tended to ‘Hard Bap’ and family
on the death of his father. From
Angela, Gerry, Karen, Shauna and
rry.

HARDY. Deepest sympathy Is ext-
ended to the Hardy famlily on the
recent death of Patrick. From the
Louth Sinn Féin Comhairle Cean-
tair.

CALLAN. Deepest sympathy Is ext-
ended to the Kenna and McKeown
familles on the recent death of
Emlly Callan. From the Louth
Sinn Féln Comhairle Ceantalr.
CALLAN. Deepest sympathy Is ext-
ended to the Kenna and McKeown
familles on the recent death of
Emily Callan. From Gerry, Angela,
Karen, Shauna and Barry.

Mary McCaughey (N tle
Women and Ireland) condemn
strip-searching and called for
greater efforts to fight against
it., Newcastle Women and Ire-
land continue to hold regular
pickets at Durham Gaol, in sol-
idarity with Martina and Ella,
on the first Monday of each
month at 7pm.

The picket concluded with a
message of thanks by Eddie
Caughey on behalf of the Irish
Reoubli POW C ¢

continue? We have been
to life imprisonment, does that
mean a life sentence of sexual
torture?”” i
Strip e ras s
Armagh Gaol in November
1982 by Governor Thomas Mur-

in
Britain, with a reminder that
some of the POWs incarcerated
in British gaols in England were
nearing their 16th year in prison.
Caughey called for as much
support as possible for the POWs.

SBEANNACHTA!

CROSSEY, Art (Portlaolse). Happy
birthday, Art. From sister Elthne,
Francle and Eoln.

CROSSEY, Art (Portlaoise). Birth-
day greetings, Art. From Barbara,
Terence and Arthur.

CROSSEY, Art (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday, Art. From Kato.
CROSSEY, Art (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday, Art. From Brendan and
Jane Curran and baby Conall.
CROSSEY, Art (Portlaoise). Happy
birthday, Art. From sister.
MCCONVILLE, Gerard (Crumlin
Road). Happy birthday Gerard. Hope
to see you soon. Ha, Ha. From your
frlends Jean, Hugh, Lisa and Kevin.
Tlocfaldh ar la.

McCONVILLE, Gerard (Crumlin

‘Road). Happy birthday, Dirty Den.

From all your friends: Big Gerard,
Noel, Onlon, Dickey, Bapper, Andy,
Bobby, Eamonn McBride, Chips,
B/C, Seosamh, P/M, Alex, Kipper,
(*"Doctor"), Burnsy and N i
MCCONVILLE, Gerard (Crumiin
Road). Happy birthday Gerard from
the committee of An Sean Mhulll-
eann, P Lougran (sen), P Lougran
(un), P Hennessy, Dickey, Big
Gerard, H Carson, M Mclihone,
P/Pyper, Noly. Sorry we had
drink on you at members night.
Drank your tickets,

MCCONVILLE,  Gerard (Crumlin
Road). Happy birthday Gerard, from
all the staff of An Sean Mhuillean
Rla, Jeannle, Frances, Noly, B/K,
» Mickey H, Bllly, Door man,
Andy and Bobby. Hope to see you

0

soon.

RYAN, willlam. Congratulations to
Blll Ryan, Tipperary Brigade, on
your 90th birthday. Best wishes
from Colin and family, England.

The Manchester
Martyrs commemoration

THE annual commemoration for the Manchester Martyrs,
Allen, Larkin and O'Brien was held in Toome on Sunday,

November 22nd. A crowd of appr

played the National Anthem, and
Cushi then

introduced the

ty 100

ied by three bands from Toome, Clooney and Dungiven
marched the mile long route in driving rain from the Elk
Bar to the Roddy McCorley Monument next to the bridge

at Toome,

Under the constant { Toome Barracks, the proceedings
Rucdamﬁ'...dm”.mo took place chaired by Antrim
‘urveillance cameras from the Sinn Fein Councillor Henry Cushi-

O*etlooking observation posts of  nan. The Roddy McCorley band

guest speaker, ex-hunger striker
Brendan Hughes.

In his oration he reminded
those present that little had
changed with the British judicial
system since the days of Allen,
Larkin and O’Brien who were the
last people to be publicly hanged
in England. 3

CHRISTMAS
GREETINGS

GRE!ETINGS for publication in the Christmas
edition of AP/RN must arrive at our Dublin
or Belfast offices by 5pm next Thursday,
December 3rd
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® Local anti-extradition protesters outside Cavan Garda Barracks yesterday where
H-Block escapee Paul Kane was remanded in custody on a holding charge till the |
British completed an extradition warrant for him
=

&

Ugly face of extradition

THE DETERMINATION of the
26-County authorities to hound
republicans and to prostitute their
own laws at the behest of Britain
and at the expense of civil rights
was seen clearly this week with the
arrest of two Long Kesh escapees
and with the continuing battle
over the Extradition Act.

The scenes around the pursuit of
Paul Kane by the gardai and Free State
army threw sharply into focus the reality

dition Act. Opposition parties in Leinster
House would not agree to an immediate
debate and this means that the safe-
guards will not go through until after
the Extradition Act comes into force
automatically on next Tuesday.

This now seems almost certain unless
Fianna Failers have a last-minute crisis
of i and rt the lut

It was opinions such as this which
fuelled speculation this week that the
dublous Fianna Fail safeguards would
flounder.

The British government expressed its
dismay when the proposals were announ-
ced, seeing them as a threat to the smooth
running of conveyor-belt extradition as

hrined in the 1986 Act.

for the Act to be deferred.
CONSTITUTIONALLY
DUBIOUS
Another complication is the dubious
legal and constitutional nature of the
lled fe d:

of extradition and the treatment people
have d and will i to
suffer.

The Fianna Fail government tripped
over itself in its headlong rush to please
the British and ensure the coming into
force of the Extradition Act next week.

SET TO
BECOME LAW

But in spite of parliamentary wrang-
ling over the issue, the Act is set to
become law after Charles Haughey
bought off his opposition in his own
party with the promise of spurious
safeguards. These are to take the form
of hurried amendments to the 1965
Extradition Act involving the 26-County
Attomney General in scrutinising extra-
dition warrants from the British. The
Fianna Fail leadership succeeded in per-

ding backbench TDs to support the
flimsy safeguards and hoped to rush
through the legislation before the Dec-
ember 1st deadline for the 1986 Extra-

8! Technicalities apart,
they offer little or no real protection
to political extraditees and the abolit-
ion of the political exception will stand
totally unchanged. There is no provision
for a requirement on the British to pre-
sent a prima-facie case against those
sought even though the scrutinisation
of warrants by the Attorney General
has been portrayed as such. Unlike in

.a court hearing, the defence will be

unable to examine the evidence or in-
fluence the decision of the Attomey
General.

Leading barrister Patrick McEntee
SC said that it was “most i

DERRY

Derry nationalists held a march in
the city on Saturday, November 21st,
against extradition. Several hundred peo-
ple marched from the Bogside to the
Guildhall bringing busy city centre
traffic to a standstill.

At Guildhall Square, Eamonn Mec-
Cann, from the local-based campaign,
said the case against extradition was as
strong and as logical as it had been before
the Enniskillen bombing. The tragedy
was being politically and cynically used
to have the Extradition Act passed, he
said, just as the Birmingham bombings
had been used to rush through the
Prevention of Terrorism Act.

“When it comes to kicking corpses
around like political footballs, no one
can match the Thatcher and Haughey
for fancy foot work,”

that our Attorney General be asked to
certify that a prima-facie case exists.
This is a judicial not a political function.

“A statute empowering the Attorney
to send persons for trial has been found
unconstitutional. A proposal for extra-
dition on his certificate would be, at
least, constitutionally dubious.”

McCann contested.

Joe Austin, speaking on behalf of
Sinn Fein, described the task of breaking
extradition as an immense one which
must be escalated even If the Act is
ratified. He reminded his audience,
“A few years ago, there were those
who said the paid-perjurer system

couldn’t be broken, yet it has been.”

SHANNON
UNDER THREAT

The concerns of those most likely
to be directly affected by extradition
was seen in Shannon, County Clare,
where over 1,500 people signed a petit-
ion in two days last week against the Act.
Many of the townspeople are refugees
from the Six Counties in the eary *70s.

A delegation led by Fianna Fail
Town Commissioner Geraldine Lambert,
Sinn Fein’s Michael McKee and Independ-
ent Brigid Makowski handed the petition
to Deputies Tony Gregory, Sile de Val-
era and Neil Blaney at Leinster House on
Wednesday.

Sile de Valera and other Fianna Fail
TDs who had backed down in their
opposition to extradition after the ‘safe-
guards’ were pulled out of the hat by
Haughey were urged to take a stand
on this issue of principle.

But if Fianna Fail backbenchers were
vacillating, opposition in the country
was unchanged with the Clare Fianna
Fail constituency party, Waterford Coun-
ty Council and Cashel UDC coming out
against it in the last week. A strong edit-
orial In the Northern Standard, the
County Monaghan/Cavan newspaper, ag-
ain called for postponement.

“If the Fianna Fail government brings
the new Extradition Act into operation
on December 1st, one cannot thereafter
use the word sovereignty without the
inverted commas in relation to the
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