ARDFHEIS '77 was the
most successful for many
decades in Sinn Féin's
history. The unanimously
reelected Uachtaran,
Ruairi O Bradaigh, told
us. in an interview after
the ardfheis, that it was
the best, from many
viewpoints, since he had
become a member of the
Ardchombhairle, in 1956.

Uailtéar O Loinsigh,
one of the comh-riinaithe
(the other is Niall
Faodhagain, pictured
above during the debate
on a vital motion, with
unanimously  re-lected
Leas-Uachtaran Daithi O
Conaill) told us the
attendance of delegates
was up 10 per cent,
judging from the cards
issued; but the general
attendance was also up
considerably.

There were times when
the floor and the gallery
in the Mansion House were
packet with no  seat
available and scores of people
standing at the sides and at
the back.

“The 1972 ardfheis was
exceptionally well attended,”
Ruair{ told us, “as was the
1975 ardfheis. Last year there
was a slight drop. This year
beats all records in my
experience,””
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But  this was only the
physically visible proof of the fact
that Sinn Féin is marching ahead
to political victory in Ireland, he
pointed out

Self-confident

Debate was of a much higher
standard. Young, intelligent,
determined men and women were
coming forward, sure of them-
selves, well able to express them-
selves, fully conversant with the
party’s ideology, sure of where
they wanted the party to go

“Dithracht, suim, déathoil,
daoine Gga, na seanlaochra ann i
geonai, bail § Dhia orthu: s ea, t4
an eagrafocht dulta j bhfoirfeacht
i mbliana,” ar seisean. ‘‘And
members well understand their
standing among the oppressed
peoples of the Third World, to
which we belong, and among their
own people, There is a new con-
fidence, a certainty of victory,

“We had on the platform this
year two representatives of the
political  wing  of resurgent
Euskadi, Tir na mBdscach, and
the full support of the Breton
Republican Army, the Corsican
resistance, Jean Paul Sartre and
his colleagues in France, the
Catalans and many many others.

“Correspondingly, our dele-
gates were more outward looking,
fully appreciating that resurgent
Ireland is in the front line of the
resistance of the Third World,
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with all the responsibilities that
go with that role of glory.

Sin saoirse

T4 muid sasta lan-tsdsta,”
ar seisean, “T4 muid in éide
agus in eagar, anois, chun an
chinireacht td4 a dhfth ar
Eirinn  a  thabhairt = don
phobal, n{ hamhdin chun an
strbinséar a bhrG amach, nf
hamhdin chun aghaidh a
thabhairt in éadan gadafocht
an Chomhphobail Eorpai, ach
chun structiir nua a thabhairt
don tir seo, coras a thabhar-
fas cothrom na Féinne do
chéch, sfochdin do chéch ach,
thar éinn{ eile, cumhacht don
ghndthdhuine, Sin saoirse,”

Among the most important
work achieved by the ardfheis, he
stated, was acceptance of the two-
tier system of membership, mak-
ing for greater efficency through
the full (voting) members and
greater,  wider participation
through the associate (non-voting)
members,

All could help, not only in
forcing the exit of the Crown
forces but in, perhaps, the more

road to

immediate  future, in resisting
EEC plunder of resources — now
becoming widely understood by
the people — and in disentangling
ourselves from the stranglehold of
Brussels,

Did not some of the riin
(motions) before this year’s
ardfheis not suggest some con-
fusion among some members and
some cumainn as to the reality of
the political situation in Ireland,
with  demands  that  ‘“the
government”(Leinster House) do
this or that ?

“Yes, I agree, Some of our
members have come under the in~
fluence of radio, TV and papers
to the extent of using the
gobbledegook of the statusquo,
"he replied, “and this comes out
in the wording of some of the
ridin ar an geldr.

Mental laziness

It gives the impression of
mental laziness, that they did not
think out our position and our
attitude and state it clearly, just
as other members err by reaching
out for some fashionable label in
the cliches of the Left, a label
which means one thing to them
and something rather different to

freedom,
peace and prosperity

others who hear it.Some editing
will have to be done on the niin
ar an gelar next year."

Was not the cldr too packed
with the limited time available ?
Three  minutes  hardly  was
sufficient to deal in depth with
complex matters ?

“We would be reluctant to
limit the clar to a set number of
niin, even though this would
make for deeper, more considered
debate,” he stated, “We don't
want to be undemocratic or even
appear to be 5o, But, yes, we will
discuss the matter, to see how we
can be fair to everyone while
planning for a more efficient
ardiheis,"

Might not the problem be

Uladh agus Comhairle Chonnacht.
Comhairle Laighean is coming
along well  if rather slowly.
Comhairle na Mumhan is the

.greatest worry.”

Another way in which this
year's ardfheis differed from
others was the virtual absence of
talks about legalisms, the absence
of internal stresses and strains:
“the physical presence of the
visitors from abroad and their
messages  of  support  and
solidarity,” he said, “helped to
put the struggle in its internation-
al setting,

“An Phoblacht is helping us a
lot and that help was to be seen
and its influence felt in the work
of the ardfheis, particularly the
i of Eire Nua policy

solved by ardfheis-
eanna ?

“We have thought about this
and we will be having seminars in
every province. But, of course,
only a limited few can be
accommodated. Theng of course,
as at every level, there is the
finance problem.

Munster crux

“Above all, however, only two
of the Combhairll Clige are
working  properly:  Comhairle

by Christene Elias, as well as the
foreign affairs section under
Ristedrd Behal.

“All this has helped us to be
more outward looking, in getting
1o grips with the realities.”

Join us now

If YOU are not already a
member of Sinn Féin why not
apply for membership - now,
locally, through your local

(Ar leanuint ar chil)
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Fight for identity

CONRADH NA Gaeilge, the Irish language
organisation, has protested once again at
Crown attempts to force Irish travellers to
translate “into English” their first and
surnames, when these are supplied in the
correct Irish form.

There is a long tradition of harassment
behind this bigoted practice which often is
accompanied by threats of assault and jail, It
began formally with the Statutes of Kilkenny,
which attempted to outlaw virtually anything
relating to an Irish identity. There is hardly
anything more fundamental of identity that
the preferred form of one’s name.

If the teaching of history is to be effective,
we are told by experts, it should begin with
the history of the parish and work outwards
(a precept still largely ignored for the obvious
political reasons).

Similarly, the Irish identity begins with the
personal affirmation and moves out from that
basic conviction to know, understand and
embrace the other elements.

Unfortunately, even still,  despite
unanimously carried riin (motions) at Sinn
Féin ardfhei very many Republici
20 under those forms of their names declared
acceptable by the Crown.

If it is a revolution that we are about
surely that revolution must begin with each
individual ? If it is freedom we seek, surely
our first act must be to free ourselves ?
Conradh na Gaeilge is to be commended for
taking a resolute stand on this basic issue and
for setting up its bureau to pursue complaints
of this Crown barbarity to the ultimate in every
instance.

une of the reasons why so few people
insist on using only the correct Irish form of
their names is that they have only a meagre
knowledge of the Irish language. Such
insistence with officialdom, they fear, might
be followed by a flood of Irish and the shame
at not being able to match it.

The shame is very human but, for those
with little or no knowledge of Irish, there is a
simple and dignified answer: “I regret that [
cannot speak the ancestral language but I am
asserting a basic right under international law,
that [ am entitled to be known by the form of
my name which I prefer, in a language which
is recognised by an international body, the
Postal Union. In using this form I have taken
the first basic step in asserting my Irish
identity.”

Such an answer will stan¢ “'p in the highest
international tribunals and refusal to recognise
the right asserted, accompanied by assault or
threats of assault, leave the offending official
open to legal action at Strasbourg and the
United Nations.

Some readers may think that this is a very
minor issue compared with the more painful
assaults on the right of Irish people to live and
work at home in peace, without alien
interference- &

No basic right can be considered minor;
and the right to affirm, assert and broadcast
one’s identity is a very basic right, indeed, the
reason why it has been attacked so assidiously
for some 800 years.

It is politically dangerous for one to be
sure of one’s Irish identity, This is the first act
of a rebel. It is a revolutionary act to turn
upside down the practice of centuries of
slavery, to discard the label which the
conqueror would have one wear and to put in
its place the genuine thing,

It 1s intolerable to the Crown (and to its

Airea

scéith

air fein

BIODH DO rogha tuairime agat

faoi Phroinsfas Mac Aonghusa

maidir le cursai’ polaititla ni' chéir aon amhras bheith ort
faoina dhilseacht don Gaeilge nd faoina scil mar fhear teilifise.

D'éirigh leis, agus gan aon
str6, an dd rud sin a chruthi
athuair an tseachtain seo caite
sa chldr ud, “Féach.”

Agus  d’eirigh chomh
cruinn  €ifeachtach céanna, a
chruthi nach bhfuil fonn déd

laghad ar Fhianna Fail aon cheo a
dhéanamh chun an teanga
ndisiinta a tharraing siar 6 bhéal
na huaighe.

Mis aon chrithi 0 Gallchoir, an
fear bhi faoi agall’.\mh aige, ni

feidir nai anois, a chur ar
Fhianna Fdil faoi: mharu na
Gaeilge.

Ar ndoigh, nil muintir Fhianna
Fiil sista sin a admhdil.

T4 abairt réidh smolchaite sa
mbéal acu i gednal ar na saolta
seo, gurb { muintir na hfireann a
chaithfeas an teanga a shabhiil
agus nach acmhainn do phiirt{ ar
bith aon cheo a dhéanamh sna
clrsai sin,

Mi bhionn aon locht ar
Phroinsias Mac Aonghusa is é nar
dhairt sé go bhfuil na hidarais i
ngach tir ag cuidid le teanga
amhain agus ag dul in éadan
teanga (n6 teangachai) eile di
réir; agus gur fior sin don tir seo,
chomh fior céanna is atd sé faoin
Spainnu no eile.

An datheangachas

BIODH AN ditheangachas deas,
muinte,  aisitil, cuidioch,
calajonta nd éile, nil polasai an
datheangachais in bhfeidhm in it
ar bith. Ni fhéadfadh s¢ a bheith
ann o6ir is dual do gach teanga
bheith canablach né forldarasach.
N6 :1€agérach,

Nil polasai an datheangachais i
bhfeidhm sna 26 Chontae, cuma
céard € deir an té is udardsai. Is ¢
an Béarla ti i geeannas. Tugtar
aithint éicint don Ghaeilge, nios
i aithinte na mar a thugtar don
bhFraincis i gCeanada (lasmuigh
de Cébec), ach sin an méid.

Agus is 1 an aithint sin le gach
bliain da dtéann thart. Féach na
chirteanna dli i dTir Chonaill, i lr
na Gaeltachta: Béarla i.. gceannas.

Féach an teanga ta in uachtar
sa statseirbhis, fid' i Roinn na
Gaeltachta féin.

Féach, ar nddigh, an teanga ta
in uachtar i dTeilifis Eireann.

Ta sé rdite agus sainraite agam
anseo, le blianta fada, go bhfuil sé
in am, agus thar am, do mhuintir
na Gaeilge na firici, an fhiirinne
shearbh, Ud a aithint agus pairt a

Débé

Cén fath sin? T4 na Poblachtoirf
ann agus go fairsing. Nil a dhith
ach eagar chur orthu.

Fear cile a rugadh agus a
togadh sa nGaeltacht, nd i ngar di,
ndar 1 aon chuma, le Gaeilge 6
dhichas, ta Sein Duignan, ti
luaite againn ar leathanach a tri ag

ar gcomhfhreagroir i Nua
Eabhrac.

, Fear ¢ afuair scolaiocht 6 na
hlosiin i nGaillimh agus

scolaiocht eile fos sa “Tribune,”
agus a d'fhag sin chun post a fhail
i mBaile A!hn

san “lndependenl
Cliath,

anois ag obair ar son na Coronach
i geollin an *‘New York Times™: .
. .“Mér mo nair, mo chlann fein a
dhiol a mthair.” }

Castar sin leis an chéad uair
eile a thugann sé cuairt ar chathair
na Gaillimhe nd aon ait thiar. NG i
mBaile Atha Cliath féin.

Costas Tithiochta

I gCONAMARA dom ar na
mallaibh agus mé ag labhairt faoi
na tithe bredtha nua ta togtha ag
muintir na Gaeltachta, mé ag
déanamh comparéide idir iad siud,
mar arais, agus a bhfuil agamn san

ndire ar na hidariis i mBaile Atha
Cliath. Beidh rud éicint nios ldidre
na nare a dhith chun go
dtabharfaidh siad cothrom na
Féinne do mhuintir Chonamara,
maidir le costas na mhwuhu

Da mbeadh G seacht na

Miire Ni Chondin ag
muineadh scoile sa scoil lin
Ghaelach nua in Inse
Baile Atha Clfath, bail O D
orthu uilig. 5

gCeart beo i geonai, lubhromn 16i,
ag/impi uirthi dul i gcabhair ar an
lantin Gga td tar éis a posta agus ar
a bhfuil teach nua a dhith.
Chuirfinn i gcuimhne di an
métarbhealach 6 Bhearna go
Cirna bhi ina mhana aice trath da

raibh, sul ma bhi na postannai
méra ar fdil i Rudlo na
G hta no s i

ardchathair, mar
cuireadh stop go hobann lem
bhéalscutar agus go pas beag

mifhoighneach, shil mé.

“‘Neart agus stuaim agus allas
mhuintir Chonamara, ar
thuarastal suarach, is cuis leis na
tithe sin a bheith againn,” arsa
mo chéile comhraic, tigh an 6il:

*“Ach na deontaisi mora,™ arsa
mise go haineolach, " cuid diobh
on stat, cuid eile diobh 6 Roinn
na Gaeltachta.”

“Bhfuil fhios agat,” arsa mo
dhuine, ”* céard { an air dheiridh
a fuair muid ardi pai?  Bhfuil
fhios agat,” ¢ ar seisean, ‘“‘cé
mhéid faoin geéad ta praghas an
admhaid agus eile arduithe ag na
gadaithe i nGaillimh le blianta
beaga? Bhfuil fhios agat nach
bhfuil ciiteamh da laghnd faite
againn sna deontaisi agus an
praghas ag siorardd i gednai? ™
Bh{ nfire orm. Ni bheidh aon

na
Agus bheinn ag siil le freagra agus
gniomh grod.

Ach ta praghas ar chuile rud,
is cosdil, agus a phraghas féin ag
*chuile dhuine,

Nach  mor
inné?

idir inniu agus

Rosc catha

B'FHEIDIR go bhfuil sé¢ pas beag
deireannach sa 16 bhulh ag
scriobh faoi “‘Rosc” na miosa seo
ta ar fail 6 Chonradh na Gaeilge,
Sraid  Fhearchair. Bhaile Atha
Cliath, ar 12p.

Uaidh sin a lhog muid an
pictiur td ag maisit an leathanaigh
seo. Ta rditeas ar leathanach a dé
% Mhichedl Mac Conmara (S.F.)
faoin ngrda td ag na Gardai i
gCorcaigh don Ghaeilge (mar
dhea) agus faoin geaoi ar dhéiledil
siad leis nuair rinne sé iarracht a

chearta

bunreachtila
chleauh!adh 3

dteangachai aige agus sa Gh:

hairithe. Agus ar leathan
tri ta fogra a bhfuil tricht
faoin Réabhléid Chultirtha
an bhaint ta aici sin leis
bpaipéar seo.

Beoiriseoireacht

TUIGIM go bhfuil coliinai Gaei
a scriobhfas Gaeilge bh
bhiaddnach chollaioch ag teast
6n “Sunday World." 3

Deirtear liom go bhfuil a2 =
leithéid_d'iriscoiri thar a bheith
gann. Ni doigh lLom fein go
bhfuil Tiim tar éis
broim a scaoileadh. Fiibh fﬁn
s¢, anois,

Cuiditear le rfiin na hardfheise

faoi chultdr trf tuairisc{ chur ch

DEE  agus  Ctinnla.  Combe
threagrSiri a  dhith i ngach
Gaeltacht. ¥

ghlacadh linne sa Réabhloid.

Nf hionann sin is a ra go bhfuil
Gluaiseacht na Poblachta gan
locht 6 thaobh na Gaeilge de. Ach
da mbeadh pobal na Gaeilge linn
sa réabhléid, neartddh sin limha
agus (Odaras — agus crei nt —
Gaeilgeoiri i nGluaiscacht na
Poblachta.

e

allies all over Ireland) that the Irish
should continue to exist despite the huge
sums of money spent trying to extirpate it, It
is a challenge and a rebellious act to insist on
using the native form of one’s name instead of
being willing to accept the Crown’s version
(that is the Crown’s main objection to
Ardeaspag O Fiaich).

Nobody today attempts to use the term
“Ourselves” instead of “Sinn Féin, " Terms
such as Bord na M6na are accepted at home
and abroad. If Republicans will move en
masse into the correct Irish versions of their
names, using them always, a similar victory

can be gained.
From there we can go about the
reconquest of Ireland in the area of

placenames, retaining the historic versions,
restoring them to correct spelling, discarding
the new, ugly names forced on us by the
gombeen builders and speculators, aided and
abetted by the Crown’s servants.

sin an
Dheifreddh sin ré na siochdna,

B’fhéidir go . dtuigeann
Proinsfas MacAonghusa an méid
sin, Ar éigin a d'fhéadfadh sé nios
nfos m6 chun an fhirinne shearbh
ud (né firinne an tsolais?) a
leirid nd mar a rinpe s€ ar an
geldr (d de chuid *‘Feach,”

Mar nf ligff dé6 na cinnir a
thabhairt isteach sa stdidéé agus
fad a chur i lithair na ffirinne mar
4 rinne sé leis an Aire dearbil ud,
urlabhral ar son na Gaeilge de
chuid Fhianna Fail.

Fealltéir RTE

DUINE f: Proinsfas MacAonghusa
a rugadh agus a togadh i Ros Muc,
4it a bhfuil cld uirthi bheith ar na
héiteachtai is réabhl6idi in Eirinn
ach an chinnireacht a Mail.

Farafor géar, nil aon chumann
de chuid Sinn Féin i Ros Muc,
ceantar an Phiarsaigh, go foill.
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in US played
by RTE man

Onar gComhfhreagréir, Nua Eabhrac

ROY MASON came to America to urge industrialists to invest in Ireland’s
north-east for the benefit or the Crown’s economy. He is a Crown Minister of

State and that’s his job.

Mason alleges that the Crown forces have almost restored peace in the Six Countm By way
of proof he takes from his pocket a sheet containing the number of convictions in non-jury

courts for what he calls “terrorist offences.”

He does not say that the “convictions” are the

result of fabricated confessions, in most cases, and that's understandable: as his job is to boost

Britain.

Now along comes
Duignan of RIL to bolster
Mason’s arguments in the “New
York Times” Review-of'the-Week
section of Sunday, October 16,
and he writes of “‘anti-terrorist
successes by security forces”, of
“the sharp rise in the number of
convictions being obtained” “'in
the north-east and of the *“‘lack of

Sedn

being paid for it.

Mr. Duignan's piece said
nothing about the role of the
Crown forces in Ireland’s
north-east, of the ill-treatment,
torture of prisoners or anything
like that. He made the point that
the Crown hopes “to keep
(money from America) to a
minimum through a conlimling

money” from Irish- s for
the struggle there.

The ‘‘New York Times"
describes M:i. Duignan as “a

political correspondent for Irish
tadio and television.” He is not
on the staff of the “Times” so
why does he write British
propaganda for it?

The short answer, no doub( is
that this is the 3 d of
material the “New York Times”
will print and that Mr. Doignan is

of
(Oglzngh na hEmann) puhhcﬂy in
the United States.”
Is Mr. Duignan’sarticle part of
this publicity?
Killing of Children

Mr. Duignan does not mention
the Killing of Irish children, Leo
Norney, Brian Stewart and
Majella O’Hare spring to mindby
Crown forces. The other atrocities
committed by Crown forces also

Lists sought
of our hero-
children

IN A RECENT letter to
“Andersonstown News” A. T.
Copeland, Oldpark Road, Belfast,

discussed the boys and girls
getting Borstal sentences. He
emphasised that they must be

treated as much as prisoners of
war as the men and women ‘“‘on
the byanket.”

The Crown’s digiest war is
being waged mercilessly on
children, some of whom are being
murdered, others of whom are
being naimed but the majority of
whom are given the barbaric
Borstal treatment.

Ar lean, Ich,a 8

his good enough, Mr.
Duignan? Even to get some extra
dollars from the *“New York
Times” on top of your RTE
salary, which is paid for by the
Irish people?

Mr. Duignan says that Prime
Minister Callaghan “is reluctant to
mount a British ~political
initiative’” because of his
dependence on “Ulster Unionist
support” in Westminster.

Is that not an immoral stand?
Is it a good enough reason for a
continued Crown presence in
Ireland? Surely it deserves a
comment of some Kind to put the
issue in proper perspective? As
Mr. Duignan raised the matter he
should explain it.

Statements by Crown officials
usually are self-serving. Mr.
Duignan is a Dublin official, in

effect, since he is paid by a
Dublin agency - RTE. In
America, such statements are
suspect.

Fisher’s line
Some months agg Desmond

Fisher, also of RTE, wrote a
similar  article for the liberal
Catholic journal,’ “Commonweal”
here.

There was an immediate
outcry  from “Commonweal”
readers.

In the past, the journal has
had a number of reasoned and
well-researched articles on Irish
politics in general and the Six
Counties, in particular. Its readers
are not so easily fooled.

But the “New York Times”
has a strong bias against Irish
nationalism, a matter well known
to the present U.S. Ambassador
to Dublin, William Shannon, late
of its editorial board. Mr. Shannon
was always a fair commentator on
Irish affairs though he did not
often get space in the “Times” for
his views.

A final point: Mr. Duignan
praised the so-called ‘“Peace
Movement” for making it possible
for people in Belfast to become
informers. In effect, that was his
message.

Nobel prize
Some days earlier,
commenting on the Nobel prize
award to Mairdad Corrigan and
Betty Williams (see also page six)
Roy Reed of the London bureau
of the “New York Times”
suggested what is well known in
Belfast, that the ‘‘Peace People”
thing is a media invention,
without_influence or impact on
the Irish community in the Six
Counties,, Catholic or Protestant.
Now, if Mr. Duignan were
honest he could have made the
same comment. But, no doubt, he
feared the “New York Times"
would not print his piece. He
might be right.

“The problemof the ghettos? The ghettos, my dear, are
a solution, not a problem,”

From

“The Militant,”

the U.S. Socialist newsweekly.

Enticed outside home,
battered against wall

PROBABLY the worst case of Crown bmtahly short of murder (such very well
may have been intended) was recorded in Belfast’s Turf Lodge shortly before the
Marine Commandos (Crown forces) were withdrawn. The victim was Sammy

Hyland.

According to the
statement made by Mrs. B.
Hyland, 66 Monagh Road,
Turf Lodge, Belfast, on
October 17 last, she and her
husband, Sammy, werc
awakened at about 01.50
hours en the morning of

_October 16, by
ing at the front

door.

When the door was opened
four soldiers entered, saying there
was a suspect car down the street
and that they suspected Sammy.
of having left it there.

They asked him to accompany
them to the parked car.

Pool of blood
In her statement, Mrs. Hyland

“Outside, 1 heard Sammy ask
where the car was and the soldiers
replied fjust down the streed.’ I
got ready to follow, and was on
my way down, when a neighbour
came running up and said:
“Bernie, come quick. I think that’s
Sammy lying on the footpath.'”

She hurried down Monagh

and is receiving injections for the

ain. His speech was
incoherent when [ visited him on
Monday. Only for the neighbour
coming out he is convinced he
would be dead.

“The neighbour told me later
she heard Sammy shouting for
help and she heard the thuds of
his head against her garden walL”

Property Stolen

She would not know the full
details of the terrible assault, her
statement . continued, until his

Sammy Hyland

The local priest, Rev. Patrick
V. McWilliams, and an ambulance,
were called.

Meanwhile, Sammy regained
consciousness and asked for a
priest.” Father McWilliams arrived
and spoke to the sick man in the
ambulance.

Her sister and her sister's
husband accompanied Sammy to
hospital.

Unhelpful RUC

“When [ had recovered a little

health imp

Her home had been mded at
05.10 hours on Wednesday,
October 12, when Sammy had
been arrested, taken to Fort
Monagh and released after three
hours.

“When he went to the drawer
to get his bureau card it was
missing, along with his Parker
pen. I believe they were taken by
the soldiers.

“On numerous occasions in
the past few months people who
were lifted by the British 4rmy
(Crown forces) have been
i about Sammy and told

Road, her
to find her husband lying in a
pool of blood and seemingly
unconscious.

She became hysterical and had
to be taken into a neighbour’s
house.

OUR ARDFHEIS preview
provoked the following letter
from Micheal Mac Conmara, Sinn
Féin, 5 Sréid Bhaile Choimin,
Baile Atha Cliath.

“In the cdition of ‘An
Phoblacht,’  published Deireadh
Fomhair 19, an unsigned article
was published concerning
Axdfheis '77.

“In previous editions of ‘An
Phoblacht’ a notice was carried
which carried the following: ‘The
official policy of the Republican
Movement s expressed in
statements issued by Sinn Féin,

“In the course of the article it

was stated: ‘A logical and
principled policy has to worked
out on this matter at some

ardfheis.” The matter referred to
was the Sinn Fein attitude to
local government in the 26
Counties and Sinn Féin
participation in the same.

“I'his implies that Sinn Féin’s
present policy is illogical and
unprincipled,  The anonymous
author then goes on to support
two motions calling for a reverse
of the present policy,

““In my opinion it is

inci o publish such

the Irish Publicity
Bureau and (he leadership of the
Republican Movement.

Unsigned Articles

“Views expressed here, by
letter writers, by regular
columnists and in other signed
contributions, are those of the
authors and not necessarily those
of the publishers.’

“Unsigned nt.iclc( are not

articles in ‘An Phoblacht’ the
week before the ardfheis, when
there is no time to reply. This is
compounded  when the letter
is unsigned  and thus could be
trued 0 be Movement

Byline left out

Our political correspondent
replies: Unwittingly, the byline,
attributing the preview to me, was
left out. it should

covered by the above
and 1 would like a clumcauon
whether. unsigned articles such as
the above mentioned are the
official policy of the Movement.

have been obvious to readers that
the feature (it was not a “‘letter™)
was a poL corr.’s preview.

All statements made by the

ARDFHEIS PREVIEW: AN OBJECTION

leadership  of the Republican
Movement are attributed clearly
to that source.

Al political correspondents
are aware that party policy is
made by cumainn at
ardfheiscanna and that this is
particularly so in the case of the
most democratic political party in
Ireland, Sinn Féin,

Jimmie Drumm and Ruairi O
Bradaigh (and other Sinn Féin
leaders) have emphasised that
Sinn Féin is a REVOLUTION-
ARY party,

It was in this context that my
preview was written, It seemed to
me that there was some confusion
among Sinn Féin members as to
what such a revolutionary role

entails and 1 quoted riin to
clarify this point (partition
thinking).

Revolutionary truth

Micheal MacConmara writes
(llal such an analysis is
“unprincipled.” My ohhpnon is

would, I suggest, be prepared to
accept the preview on that basis,
being members of a Movement
dedicated to freedom (including
freedom of expre: and of
thought) and democracy (being
willing to accept the verdict of
ardtheis ~voting while always
reserving the right to try to
change decisions at some future
ardfheis).

It appeared necessary (o me,
when writing the preview, for
some ardfheis to sort out, in an
unambiguous and unambivalent
manner, the party's attitude to
the local government system
imposed on Ireland by the Crown
in the 1920 Act of Westminster,
especially in view of Sinn Féin's
revolutionary role; and that this
should be clear for all to see as
both logical und principled.

Finally, should the officers of
Sinn  Féin be in any doubt
whatsoever that my contribution
to this paper might influence
unduly the thinking and voting of
the arefheis, one would expect
(qu the platform would

to the truth of the ) as
1 see it, and to make a reasoned
analysis.

Most mature Republicans

before of
the motions in question, to clarify
the issue in the minds of all
concerned.

the priest, a and myself
went to Andersonstown police
station,” the statement continued.
““I was told by the police that 1
would have to go to Hastings
Street to report the incident.

‘‘They were very
unco-operative and it was only
after Father McWilliams
intervened that they agreed to
take a statement from me. The
time was around 3.30 a.m.

“When 1 went to see Sammy
in hospital I walked past his bed
and didn’t recognise him. I had to
ask a nurse who directed me to
him. 1 was shocked beyond
words. He was in a terrible state.

“The extent of his injuries are:
20 stitches in the back of his
head; his face is twice the normal
size and they have to keep
draining fluid from it, His body is
all bruised and sore and he has a
mark around his throat where
they tried to choke him with a
1ope.

“*He is being ted through a straw

that he would get a ‘head job®
before the Marine Corimandos
left Belfast,” the statement
concluded.

A “‘head-job™ is understood to
mean a Crown murder.

Patriotic work

Our Belfast correspondent
adds that Sammy, an ex-internee,
has been an active Sinn Féin
worker in Turf Lodge; that he was
beaten up by the Crown forces in
August during  Elizabrit’s visit;
and that a reference was made to
him for a ‘“head-job” last
September when Malachy
Kearney was assaulted (report:
“Republican News”, Oct. 8, page
five).

Our correspondent adds:
“Incidentally, the Brits “(Crown
forces) “made similar references
to Jack McCartan before they
assassinated him, one week before
the Elizabrit visit."

Northern Relief Committee

URGENTLY REQUIRED - Blankets and

bed linen, also cooking utensils, delph and

cutlery. Can you donate any of these articles?
Collections can be arranged. Please send

details or bring material to 5 Blessington St.,

Dublin, 44 Parnell Square, Dublin, or 2A

Lower Kevin Street, Dublin. Tel: 308783
Ni clistear ir ar muintir thuaidh!
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S‘\th in a series
y Méire Comerford

THE VIEW of
the outside —
n the foreign offices of
count changed
ndamentally in response to
'h new situation to which
we had degraded our island
Nation and ourselves, in the
s of the Anglo-
3 apart from
imaginary terms put
forward by our own counter
ionaries who had
1921

Ireland from
particularly

s that Ireland was
not all of it), that
the Crown was evacuating
(but not everywhere, or all of
a Provisional government
had not been elected)
sing the new “Free”
nd had received the surren-
Dublin Castle, all must
have been transparent in the
offices of the
the normal reports
agents and observers were also

v“l

recent articles by Dom
0SB, make this

icles deal in part with
T of M. Blanche, French
in Dublin, and they were
in the “Independent”
S, 6, last)
must be understood that
n in that paper of
s work was selective..
tind Blanche
January, 1922, when
ith became president
the majority party in Dail

Eireann was very little

public (pas un sourire,
ent joyeux.”

of course,

accredited to Dublin Castle; he

fresh instructions

» had attended

Degradation

of the 1921

“Treaty’ trick

These articles appeared at the
moment when my study for
“An Phoblacht™ had brought me
to the point of reading my notes
copied from the minutes of the
Second Dail, starting on January
10, when Arthur Griffith had
been elected President  in
succession to Eamon de Valera,

Unfortunately, I have not yet
seen the minutes of the Provisional
Government. They were not avail-
able at the time when I was able
to get to the State Paper Office;
this is the point when some
younger person must take up the
historic inquest which is long
overdue.

The terrorists of the “Free"”
State always have alleged that
their bloodbath of 1922-23 was
sanctioned and given an aura of
democracy by the vote of Dail
Eireann on January 7, 1922

Amnesty for Crown

The account of the President’s
Department  at  the cabinet
meeting of January 11, 19
show that, after providing for
payments to outgoing ministers
up to the end of the month,
which were not accepted, the
first business was to approve a
letter of amnesty to the Crown
forces and “all persons who co-
operated with them in_ any
capacity whatsoever during the
recent hostilities.”

It was to be a mutual amnesty
to date from the setting up of
the Provisional Government

Arrangements were made for

the calling of the Provisional
Government for Saturday,
January 14.

January 12: The Irish Race
Convention, already in course of
organisation for Paris, W dis-
cussed and a letter to ““President”
de Valera drafted: “‘Equal repre-
sentation from both sides to
prevent introduction of party dif-
ferences.”

Minister for Defence reported
he had received a requisition for
Volunteer Convention “by certain

members  of HQ staff and
individual commandan!

Demolition of D

He proposed to reply: “The
proposal is entirely outside the
constitutional powers vested in
the Dail Executive by the Dail.
Without a resolution being passed
by the Dail the proposal could
not be acceeded to.”

This reply suggests that
Mulcahy had obtained some legal
or constitutional advice.

It should be kept in mind
when considering the other busi-
ness carried out by this cabinet in
vented task of demolition
eann.

It had been decided from the
beginning that the Dail civil ser-
vants could hold their jobs
only if they changed from Re-
publican to “Free" State views.

On Jan, 12, also, Mulcahy got
approval for taking over certain
barracks from the Crown, — say,
Beggars Bush, and for quartering
and training of “Irish™ troops

It was decided that such
troops be loaned from the
Defence Department, the cost to
be paid by the Provisional
Government, and the barracks *“‘to
be held for the Irish people.”

Home Affairs and Defence co-
operated in taking “‘necessary pre-
cautions to prevent disturbances™
at the departure of the auxiliary
police (Crown forces).

Request refused

On January 13, they decided
on the membership of the
Provisional Government, Michael
Collins, Liam T. Cosgrave, Eamon
Duggan, Fionan Lynch, Joseph
McGrath, Eoin MacNeill.

The heading in the minutes
is important: “A meeting of
members for Southern Ireland”.

There are frequent mentions
of the Foreign Affairs staff
abroad. This came to a head on
February 24.

I regret to have to state that

the Minister was George Gavan
Duffy; his speeches are all worth
reading; it is to his credit that,
eventually, he resigned; but it
took time.

The decisions were:- Art O
Brien . . . remain in London at
his post. Osmond Esmonde, to go
to Madrid to take the place of
Miss O'Brien. Harry Boland dis-
missed.

Sean T O’Kelly had been per-
mitted to go back to Paris to pack
up; in deference to his wish to be
dismissed rather than resign his
dismissal would take place in
about a fortnight.

Mr. Chartres moved from
Berlin to Paris for the time being.

Southern Ireland

Obviously, Dail  Eireann’s
Appeal to the Free Nations of
the World had been cancelled.

From then on, for a span of
years, foreign affairs, passports,
etc., came within the imperial
organisation.

1 know nothing of this but [
recall being with Mrs Pearse some-
where in the United States when
we met a Canadian post-master
general.

He took great delight in telling
us how he has just then visited
Washington and had called on the
United States Post-Master General
(or equivalent official).

His cause of pleasure was that
purposely he had avoided going
first to the British Embassy, a
course prescribed by the rules and
tradition of his job.

nent, reach
e from many
luded the Cc
Whatter), the |
two Austrahian solidarity

n Fein

nt Nat .rm.l de Catalunya,

groups, the lIrish

Republican EIA message to the lIrish revolution: “A
Ardtheis, revolutionary greeting from our country,
They  from our freedom fighters, to yours, to you

(James
enemy

in support in the struggle against the same
imperialism, We are a young party,
born a year ago, at the last national assembly

“Iraultzaileok, sozialismo eta independent-
zi — a gure helburuak direla argi dugu eta
erebai nola, denok artean, monduko gizarte
klase g.lhulk egingo dugula.

fire askatuta ta sozialista! Gora

Eire’ku ererepublika! Lali herrialde, herri

Solidarity Committee in Oslo, Norway,
Action Contre Europe, Germano-
caine (Sartre, Bourdet, Vigier), the

Comite de Solidarite de Dijon (France),
SAV (Breton National Front, via Gilbert
Monroy), FLB-ARB (I'ront Breton

Liberation and Breton Republican Army),
the Partido Revolucionario Proletario Portu-
guesa and the Front Liberation National
de Corsica (FLNC)

Ana, on behall of FLNC, in a message of
support, “salutes your ardfheis and wishes
you complete victory for a united and inde-
pendent Ireland.” The message continues
“Our two peoples are engaged in the struggle
against imperialism for our complete libera-
tion. We salute the struggle of the Irish people
and the struggles of all the people of the
world."

The two Basque representatives of EIA
(Euskal lraultzaraki Alderdia) got a standing
ovaton from the ardfheis after reading out the

the of ETA,

“Our party fights for the independence of
Euskadi and socialism fundamental and essen-
tial for the real sohdarity between oppressed
nations, towards true internationalism.

“Fuskadi knows what it is to be oppressed
to lose its best men and women, torture,
prisons, and also to be divided in two; but we
all know that when there is the will to obtain
freedom, liberty comes. A Nation. can over-
come all the obstacles. You will always find
the support of our party and our country for
you to obtain a reunited and socialist
Republic and we are sure that this congress
will help you to achieve this

“Long live Ireland. Gora Euskadi askatuta
ta sozialista! lraultzaile agur bero bat zuet
eta Irlandako Herriari!

“Euskalherria, borrokan gaudela hainbat
uzte, zer diren Irlandatarrok ba dakigo, cta
bebal, herri  baten askatasunen gogoa
dagonean, ez dazo ostoporik.

bat!”

Is @ a chiallafonn na ceithre focla
deireannacha; “Ceithre cdigi, aon nasiin
amhiin (four provinces, one nation)."

Among the foreign journalists present was
Cristina Cona, who writes for “T1 Quoti-
diano dei Lavoratori,” the Italian socialist
workers' paper,

Ardchombhairle nua

Seo a leanas oifigigh tofa Shinn Féin ag
Ardfheis 1977: Uachtardn: Ruairi O Bradaigh;
leas-uachtardin, Joe Cahill agus Daithi O
Conaill. Comhrinaithe: Uailtéar O Loinsigh
agus Niall 0 Faodhagdin. Comhchiste
Toini’ O Ruadhdin agus Cathal Mag Léid.
Oifigeach poibliochta: Sean O Bradaigh.

Baill na hArdchomhairle: Geardid Mac
Adhaimh, Séamus O Droma, Risteird Behal,
Sein Seosamh Mac an larla, Aindrias 9
Ceallachdin, Sedsamh O Néill, Seoirse Stagg

agus Brendan Mac Giolla,
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1.~ ‘A packed Dublin
Mansion' -~ House
< Round. ‘Room for
Ruairi/O; Bradaigh’s
* ‘address. A
.2 —Ardchomhairle - .
““members “on’ -the
platform. -
— Displayed at Ard-
fheis, - ‘papers  and
magazines+’ of . the
Third World. !
4'— Sefin O Bradaigh;
* two;“Basque . repre-
‘sentatives -~ and
Ristedrd Behal.
— /Jimmie: Drumm
alongside 'the Goulet
painting of: his assas-:
sinated wife, Maire
—/-The' painter and
Breton! ' freedom
fighter, Yann Goulet.
—' Cora’ Marshall,
Pobal Bhaile Munna,
/Baile Atha Cliath,ag
Iabhairt ag an Ard-
fheis, -

ARDFHEIS'77

FEARAIM fiorchaoin failte
romhaibh aris ag an 73u Ard-
Fheis de Shinn Fein. Ta
bliain stairiuil eile curtha dinn
sa troid in aghaidh an impiriu-
lachais agus ar Son saoirse
agus cearta an duine in
Eirinn,

Sa tréimhse sin daingniodh
spiorad dr muintire san Oir-
Thuaisceart agus theip glan ar
ghluaiseacht bhréige na sfo-
chana san uile chearn den tir.

Taispeanadh go soiléir don
tsaol mor nach raibh uathu
ach an Pax Britannica, Sfoc-
hdin  Shasana sa tr seo,
nuair a thuill siad moladh
poibli agus dea-thoil Chordin
Impiritil na nGall,

Theip chomh maith ar
peigeanddil, bhréige na Sé
Chontae head lena gabhdil
seacht 14 gan triail, lena
briidiilacht ag ldmha poilfini
lena droch-fde ar phriosin-
aigh  polaitfochta i bPort
Laoise rudai a tharraing mi-
chli agus ndire an domhain
ar stat agus ar rialtas agus ar
fhreastra Bhaile Atha Cliath.

Neartajodh ar mheanma
Ghluaiseacht na Poblachta
agus thug an gndth-phobal
freagra ina mbealach fhéin
orthu sitd ar bheag leo teanga
na nGael, ar ndir leo bheith
ina nEireannaigh agus ar
mhor leo an Faisisteachas, an
Galldachas, cul le cine agus
aithscriobh na staire,

Croithe slan

Ni hionannis a rd nach
bhfuil  obair  dbhal-mhoér
roimh an Ghluaiseacht seo:
Is e sin, le treoir cheart a
thabhairt do mhuintir na
hEireann — a bhfuil a
geroithe slan — chun impiri
lachas agus coilineachas idir-
néisitinta a scrios sa tir seo.

Thairis  sin, an gnath-
phobal a chur i gceannas,
4r geuspdir; nd i bhfocla
Forogra 1916 ‘“dila na
hEireann 4 stiiradh acu gan
chosc gan toirmeasc”.

Another historic year has
passed since we met in annual
delegate conference. In that time
the defiant spirit of resistance
of our people has been strength-
ened. It has not been undermined
by the false Peace Movement
north of the Border or the bogus
State of Emergency south of it.

From the support and favours
lavished on it by - the British

Ordid uairt’
hradaigh

Ui

Crown, and gladly accepted by it,
the Peace Movement has been
shown to be unashamedly an
instrument of British policy in
Ireland,

Their aim of the “Pax
Britannica” - to quote Padraig
Pearse, our first President, of a
temporary triumph for the forces
of imperialist oppression over
ordinary people, has not been
achieved.

No juries

Neither has  the seven-day
Emergency detention  without
charge or trial — now in cold

storage — broken or intimidated
our people.

We know from the official
record that less than 10 per cent
of the many hundreds held under
these Emergency Powers ever
appeared on a charge in the non-
jury court in Green Street, Dublin.

We also know — and the
whold wide world now knows —
of the cold, calculated and organ-
ised  police brutality against
prisoners under cover of this
seven-day detention.

Jumping from upstairs
windows while in police custody
has, in the past year, been ex-
tended from Springfield Road
barracks, in Belfast, to Cahir, in
Co. Tipperary.

One wonders will it be long
before it is announced in both
parts of Ireland, as it was in South
Africa in the past year,
future *'interrogation” of political
prisoners will take place in ground
floor rooms only — for obvious
reasons!

RTE censorship

On the day tollowing our last
Ardfheis, Dr. Conor - Cruise
O'Brien suppressed a “Feach”
current affairs programme which
dealt mainly with our idealogical
stance and the work of our new
Foreign Affairs Bureau,

Then he issued a further
diktat to R.T forbidding even
the bare five minutes annual live
interview with a Sinn Fein spokes-
man.

Lven the 26 elected represen-
tatives of our movement were

decrees of Dr. O'Brien against the
freedom of speech and the
exchange and dissemination of
ideas,

Maire Drumm

On October 28, 10 days
subsequent to the Ardfheis, Maire
Drumm — our Vice-President for
four years and Ardchomhairle
member for eight — made her last
defiance on this earth of British
rule in Ireland when she faced
alone and at point-blank range the
guns of Crown agents while a
patient in a ward of the Mater
Hospital, Belfast.

Maire Drumm, fearless anti-
imperialist fighter, you do not
die. You — our very own — live
on to inspire us. Your struggle
and your bearing in life, and the
manner of your death, ensure
that for all time.

Ar dheis laimh De agus a
mhathar  beannaithe go raibh
d’anam uasal croga.

The major campaign of the
year planned before Christmas
and implemented in three phases
in the new year was what has
come to be known as the
“Brits-Out Campaign”’.

The initial phase, with the
message *“‘Brits-Out — Peace In™,
was carried with tremendous
enthusiasm to even the most
remote parts of the country.

Wall slogans

Wall slogans were particularly
successful. This was clearly shown
when tourist bodies, local Fine
Gael, Labour and Fianna Fail
councillors and other members of
the Establishment became
immediately concerned.

From end to end of the
country their voices were raised in
public, saying in effect: “We do
not want the British to leave
because, in the changes which will
surely follow, we may lose our
little share of transient power™.

Selfishness resisted idealism in
ageold conflict.

Leaflets, posters,  public
meetings, demonstrations of every
kind, were employed to carry the
message that in order to have
peace in Ireland, the British must
first decide to go.

banned, it transpired. Well did a % 3 & X

Sinn n statement comment NIl POSKCEs, I Uit SRy

that; “Dr. O'Brien must feel very ~SioR  Pein —campaigns, were

ri ST gt ble of and hodically

answering our arguments when 'O downzundergicoveriol
darkness, and sometimes even in

even this ration of five minutes
per year is to be disallowed”.

Dr. O'Brien and his theories
have since been answered much
more effectively by the people
than they ever could by Si
Irein,  Ne!
continues quietly
to implement  the

self-same

daylight, by members of the
Gardai, acting, no doubt, on
orders from their  political
masters, '

The second phase, “Brits OUt
~Eire Nua”, conveyed message
No. 2: that when the British
leave, both states erected here in
1921 must be dismantled and
replaced by an entirely New
lreland — a new Federal Ireland of
the  four  provinces  with
community government, in the
view of the Republican Movement,

Church and state

In  this  connection, we
welcome the call from high places
in the Churches in lreland that
Church  and  State  must  be
separated, a4 new  constitution
brought in, and a pluralist society
built,

We made this call at the Sinn
Fein  Ardtheis of 1971 and
repeated it many times since,
notably at the banned and highly
successtul — Diamond  Jubilee
Commemoration of the
1916Ri on April 25 last year.

An added feature of this
round of activity was a series of
indoor public meetings at nine
provincial venues with leading

Republican speakers and a public
question and answer session.

The campaign was interrupted
and all its vast enthusiasm had to
be diverted owing to the 47-day
hunger  strike of Portlaoise
prisoners against inhuman and

degrading  conditions g the
prison.
Police  aggressiveness  and

brutality at the demonstration of
April 3, the dignified solidarity of
the relatives and the response of
the Movement in general to the
prisoners’ sacrifice all forced a
way  into  the  public
consciousness, both nationally
and internationally, culminating
in the intervention of Amnesty
International.

The results of  thefr
investigations into police
brutality, the operation of
Emergency laws and the Special
Non-Jury Court, and prison
conditions here are still bearing
fruit, while the Fianna Fail
administration’s belated response
is entirely inadequate and
constitutes a classic exercise in
*“whitewashing”™.

The third phase of “Brits Out”
called for not just a New Ireland,
but a Better Ireland - a
Democratic Socialist Republic.

Message No. 3 was that if we
do not own and control and
develop our natural resources and
wealth, we will not be able
to provide employment for our
youth and all our people. This
phase will carry over straight into
Round No. 2 of the anti-E.E.C.
campaign next year.

Meanwhile, a further and very
topical policy document, the fifth
of a series in recent years, was
launched under the name “The
National Offshore™.

This document, with maps and
other information, advocates a
200-mile offshore fishing limit
plus a similar offshore economic
zone for Ireland.

Pending a satisfactory
outcome to the United Nations
Law of the Sea Conference, which
rightly regards the mid-ocean as
the common heritage of all
mankind, the outer Mid-Atlantic
zone should be tentatively divided
between Ireland and her Atlantic
neighbours.

Sinn Fein has to be concerned
with the widest possible spectrum
of the many-sided attempts of
British and international imperia-
lism to deny the lrish people their
God-given and inalienable right to

sovereignty and self-determina-
tion.
We have spelled out our

policies in detail and have charted
in much greater detail than any
other political group in this
country where we wish to see our
country going,

The fact that the greater part
of the media are prevented from
allowing our message to reach the
public in no way diminishes the
claim we make. We invite those
who wish to deny it to examine the
record.

But we are more than a
gingergroup for bright ideas, We
are a movement totally
committed to revolution, right
across the board, and from top to
bottom; we are struggling in
Ireland, and in the lrish
revolutionary tradition for the
same things that are being fought
for by the oppressed, exploited
and deprived peoples of the whole
world,

Le criochnii an
tseachtain seo
chugann
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American

Indians
at Geneva
conference

Le Ristedard Behal

The International Non-Gover
Indigenous Populations, 1977,

representatives of more than 50 inter

M o Lenied (e

on Discrimination against

in the Americas, brought together more than 250 delegates,
observers and guests at the Palais des l\nuons. Geneva, from "0 23 Seplemher, including

on-g

behalf of Sinn Féin Foreign Affairs Bureau.

For the first time, the
widest and most united
representation of indigenous
nations and peoples, from the
Northern to the most
Southern tip and from the far

West to the East of the
Americas took part in the
Conference.

They included i

of more than 60 Nations and

ions. I attended on

indigenous peoples gave evidence

peoples, from 15 to the y
(Argentina, Bolivia, Canada, of "the ways in which
Chile, Costa Rica, Guatemala, discrimination, genocide and
Ecuador, Mexico, Nicaragua, ethnocide operated.

Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Surinam,
United States of America,
Venezuela).

It was regretted that some

While the situation may vary
from country to country, the
100ts are common to all

They include the brutal

del were by their

Amnesty
asked to

investigate

MAGILLIGAN Prisoners’ Welfare
Committee has called for an
independent inquiry into two
cases where prisoners, on their
release from Magilligan  after
serving sentences, were re-arrested
outside the prison and taken to
Castlereagh torture Centre.

The Committee spokesman
said that the actions of the Crown
Aorces were like those attributed
to the Gestapo in Nazi Germany
“and certzinly make the word
justice ring very hollow.”

‘“We call on Amnesty
International, and, indeed, all
bodies interested in justice and
the basic human rights of
prisoners of conscience, to seek
an immediate and independent
inquiry into this situation,” he

urged.

govi from attending.
The Director of the United
Nations Division of Human Rights

addressed the participants on
beh:].f of the United Nations
Secretary-General.

Representatives of the United
Nations, the International Labour
Organization and UNESCO
addressed and participated in the
conference.

The representative of the
Conseil d’Etat of the Canton of
Geneva welcomed the
participants.  Observers from 38
UN member states followed the
proceedings.

Fourth meeting

The conference was the fourth
such event organized by the
Geneva NGO Sub-Committee on
Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Apartheid and Decolonization of
the Special NGO Committee on
Human Rights.

Previous conferences, all
organized within the framework
of the United Nations Decade for

Action to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination were, in
1974, 2gainst apartheid and

colonialism in Africa; in 1975, on
discrimination  ag i
workers in Europe; in 1976, on
the situation of political prisoners
in Southern Africa.

The

representatives  of the

to open the way for
the plunder of their land and
resources by commercial interests
seeking maximum profits; the
massacres of millions of native
people for centuries and the
continuous grabbing of their land
which deprives them of the
possibility of deviloping their own
resources and means of livelihood;
the denial of self-determination of
indigenous nations and peoples,
destroying their traditional value
system and their social and
cultural fabric.

The evidence pointed to the

continuation of this oppression,

further
indigenous

the
the

resulting in
destruction  of
nations.

Wounded Knee

Many participants expressed
support for the solidarity with the
ndigenous nations and peoples. I
expressed the solidarity and deep
concern on behalf of the Irish
Republican  Movement in an
interview with Mr. Russell Means,
leader of the Indian delegation.

Mr. Means is an activist in the
Indian struggle for autonomy and
has yet to face serious charges in
connection with the Wounded
Knee Sicge. |

He expressed his keen interest
and sympathy of the Indians
generally for the Irish struggle. He
hopes to visit Ireland in the near
future.

North American Indians listen to speech at the mternational conference in Geneva.

Nobel decision

puzzles people in

Andersonstown

On October 10 trade
unionists and other politicaily
conscious people joined the
Grunwick mass picket in
Willesden, north London, and
again there was an Irish
solidarity presence in the
persons of Sinn Féin cumann
members. Slowly but surely
workers in England are
coming to realise that the
Irish armed struggle is the
front line of freedom and
socialism in western Europe.

THE announcement

that Mrs.

Betty Williams ‘and Miss

Mdiréad Corrigan had been awarded the Nobel Peace Prize was
received with little excitement or enthusiasm in their native

Andersonstown, Belfast.

Local people were at a loss
to understand how what is,
apparently. a coveted prize,
awarded to people with long
periods of service in the cause
of peace, could be given to
the leaders of a movement
just a year in existence and
with no successes to show for
their efforts, which seemed to
be concerned mainly with
fundraising drivers,writes our
Correspondent.

Far from advancing the cause
of peace and justice, many people
believe that the most obvious
result of the Peace People’s
activities has been a marked
increase in terror by the Crown
force:

3 Maguire deaths

When the movement began in
August, 1976, following the tragic
deaths of the Maguire children
killed by a runaway car the driver
of which, an IRA man, had been
shot dead by British soldiers,
many people believed that it was
British-inspired, although this has
been denied by its leaders who,
nevertheless, in August, were
received and entertained by the
trespassing foreign monarch.

Certainly, there is no doubt
that Britain and, particularly, the
British press, leapt at the
opportunity presented to further
‘hammer’ the Republican people.

They reckoned that, as the
Peace  People were almost all
Catholics, they could be used to
make the Catholic people ‘vomit
up’ the IRA, the only armed force
the British are interested —in
beating.

It has been reported recently
that the British Government spent
more than £11 million thraugh its
embassies, to promote the Peace
People’s fund-raising campaign,

Another thing that the or
woman in the street finds difficult
to understand is that the Nobel
Peace Prize can be awarded to
people such as Albert Schweitzer,
Sedn  MacBride, Martin Luther
King, Albert: Luthuli, Amnesty
International, all of whom
worked for genuine peace, but
also to Henry Kissinger and other
Americans who masterminded
and conducted the Vietnam war.

The inconsistency

A recent book on the Nobel
Prize highlights the apparent

inconsistency in the choice of
recipients.

Nobel, incidentally, made his
money (which provides the fund)
from the invention of dynamite,
an intriguing thought in itself.

BY THE WAY: What about
the factory in Strabane the peace
people promised? Or has the
money been blown on
“‘expenses”?

Callous
boast
of murder

AN Andersonstown Advice
Centre, Belfast, official reports
that a member of a raiding patrol
of Crown forces on October 12
boasted that he had murdered
Jack McCartan, manager,
Andersonstown Social Club, on
August 4.
member of the Marine

Commandos (Crown forces) he
was described as § ft. 9 ins, tall,
medium build with chubby face.

He and other soldiers eutered
the premises and were abusive.

As they left, the soldier
shouted: “I shot McCartan™,

When challenged he added:
“The safety catch slipped; bang,
bang,~he was dead.™

Another saldier then said *“We
never Kill defenceless women —
only sometimes.™

On Octaber 10 a patrol of

Fusiliers and  Marines  (Crown
forces) entered the centre
uninvited.

When asked by the stafl to
leave they threatened to return
and paint the place “all in blue,
but a few bricks through the
window would improve the
place.”

It is significant that the two
girls working in the Centre at the
time of the raid had taken part in
the demonstration in the Europa
Hotel on Saturday during the
Peace Conference.

BBC, ITV and Radio
Downtown all were informed.
None of them mentioned it in
newscasts.

S.F. sgeakef
on ATUA

Elatfoml

SINN FEIN was represented
at the conference of All
Trades Union Alliance on
October 16 in the huge

Wembley Conference
Centre; London, which
was packed.

Sinn Féin, also, was given the
right to address the conference
and John McKeever called for
the support of those present,
and all workers in England,
Scotland, Wales, Cornwall and

the Isle of Man, for the
revolutionary struggle in
Ireland.

The struggle in Ireland was not
merely for re-unification
under the Sinn Féin federal
structure. It was for freedom.

It was for the socialist
Republic.
“Our ams are the same,

basically, " he told members,
urging the ' forging of links
between the Irish and the
British worker.

Families terrorised

Police were increasing their
harassment of Irish people in
Britain, he pointed out.

Homes were being raided and
families terrorised. Police were
pointing out lIrish people to
members of the fascist
National Front.

Two hours before attending the
ATUA conference a police
Panda car had tried to run
down a colour party leading a
Sinn  F¢in demonstration
through Cricklewood.

“The car drove straight at us and

then reversed back at us,” he

told delegates.
pointed to the importance
of workers supporting the

Irish prisoners ol‘ war  in

English jails,

Paul O’Doherty, wearing only:

a blanket for more than 12

months in Wormwood Scrubs.

He criticised the allegedly British
*‘left” for failing to support

¢ the Irish revolution,

He
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An Cdmihh
Cabhrach

Sale of Work, December 9,10 and
11 in the Dublin Mansion House,
Donations and helpers’ needed..
Committee meets every Tuesday
night in 44 Parnell Square. B linn
ar son na bpriosunach.

YOUR_ Eire-Nua columnist appears to be

cxc_v:snv:ly sensitive about any possible slight

against the Eire Nua programme which might

;:g.e from it as the unalterable gospel of Sinn
€éin.

In the October 12 edition she takes issue with a
Luton lo.?‘dcr Who described it as a “discussion
document™. She fnsists that it is the definitive

TOM ' FLATLEY, Enniskillen,
native of Coillte Magh, Co. Mhaigh
Eo. Mayo ‘Comhairleacheantar,
Sinn  Fein, expresses  deepest
sympathy with widow and orpans.
Ar dheis D€ go raibh a anam,

Buanchuimhne

of the Republican Movement and that
members of that Movement must accept each and
every policy therein' or leave the movement
forthwith,

Let us examine how the fire Nua programme
:l::;l sets out its purpose. In the introduction we

“In the drafting of this programme our aim has
bt;l\ to outline a social and economic system . . ;
an

*‘We hope this document will be widely reported,
read and  studied. Constructive criticism  and
comments will be welcomed because it is realised
that, as circumstances change, plans of this nature
need to be revised and changed”

The concept of the Eire Nua programme as a
doctrinaire “‘party-line”, as she appears to be
advocating, therefore is absurd. How can members of
the Movement advocate changes in policy s if, as she

SEAMUS Mac OSGUIR - Never
forgotten by O'Halloran-
McCusker Cumann, Sinn Fein,
Beal Feieste,

Birthdays to

remember

Roy Walshe, Parkhurst,
Newport, Isle of Wight: Nov. 1.

Sein Kinsella, Parkhurst,
Newport, Isle of Wight: Nov. 5.

Harry Duggan, Wormwood
Scrubs, Du Cane Rd., London:
Nov. 6.

Paul Norney, Wormwood
Scrubs, Du Cane Rd., London:
Nov. 11.

Brendan Dowd, Canterbury,
Kent: Nov. 17.

John Hayes, Wormwood
Scrubs, Du Cane Rd., London,
W.12: Nov. 18.

® Please send birthday cards to
these prisoners of war and; if you
can, books and records . . .(Irish
and Folk, E.P. and L.P.).

Sean Treacy
Commemoration

Sedn Treacy Cumann wishes
to thank all who travelled on the
bus on October 16 to Kilfeakle
for the Commemeration during
which 2 wreath was laid by the
chairman, Terry Uf Ogéin. Eileen
and Pat are remembered with
particular gratitude for the
sandwiches provided.

BUANCHUIMHNE

MAIRE DRUMM - First
Anniversary. In memory of our
esteemed . vice-president, Maire
Drumm, murdered by a coward’s
bullet one year ago.

Always remembered by the
committee and members of the
McAdorey-McCusker Cumann,
Sinn Féin, Luton, England.

Help us to
expose them

The Irish Civil Rights
Association urgently requires
funds. to cope with heavy
commitments to organise

says, “membership of the is open only to
persons who accept these policies and are willing to.
Work to attain them™?

The Luton reader to whom she refers has perhaps a
much clearer and more widely accepted idea of what
the Eire Nua programme is when he wrote:—

“Bire Nua is a basic discussion document on
Which we hope to lay down the foundations of a just
society. It is far from being perfect. But it will be up
o the lIrish people as a wihole to make the
decisions".

The last sentence sums up what we are, or should
be, about. The whole point of . our

POSTMHALA e POSTBAG ® POSTMHALA

‘Must be a
flexible

Eire Nua’

him expelled from the Marxist S.L.P.

Connolly packed in the Marxists for the more
tolerant, less doctrinaire Soclalist Party of America,
led by a certain comrade Thomas, and soon packed
them in to become a leading organiser of the militant
syndicalist Industrial Workers of the World (LW.W.)

In * Soclallsm Since Marx"', Leslie Derfler gives
Connolly seven lines, as a syndicalist convert, linking
him with Tom Mann, who published ‘‘The Industrial
Syndicalist” in 1910.

Connolly’s “Socialism Made Easy" (1905) and
“The Axe To The Root” are not Marxist but
Syndicalist in content; and  Syndicalism, which
stands for Worker Control. as opposed to State
Control, is miles removed from every one of the 57
varieties of Marxism,

, Finally, Sinn Fein's social theory, as expounded in
Eire Nua and*'Freedom Struggle”, by the Provisional
LR.A.y, as Christene has often emphasized, stands

policy is that we aim to establish a new society in

Ireland, where the people will make the decisions

and control their own affairs, at local level, at

regional level, at provincial level, and at federal level,

The idea that we must demand that the Eire Nua
It

o asa
package, which has to be accepted as a whole, clearly
is contradictory.

Indeed, that is the present position in this statelet
at the moment, where the parties put forward an
clection manifesto every few years: If one wants a
bit of it one has to endorse the whole thing. Of
course, that is the last you have to say on the matter
until the next time. Moreover,  the particular party
does not even have to stick to its own programme,
once in power. Surely, Sinn Féin is not proposing
this pseudo-democracy sham?

Sinn Féin, therefore, must be putting forward the
basic formula of “‘people-power”, showing how the
policies presented in the Eire Nua programme are the
kind of policies that the people’s government, which
we envisage, would logically adopt, but not what it
must unalterably adopt.

The Eire Nua programme, as it stands, is certainly
the political basis of the Movement; but it can hardly
be definitive. Indeed, it does, perhaps, fall into the
same trap as the Eire Nua columnist when it talks
about a Sinny Féin Government rather than a People’s
Government, perhaps thus helping to mislead her.

It does not claim, however, to be a detailed
programme or the last word on our policies, and is
clearly not thought of ‘as such by members of the
Movement, judging from the various criticisms and
questions about it.

Any attempt to turn the Eire Nua programme
into the ‘“Little Red Book” of the Republican
Movément — from which all “‘thoughts” must come,
and against which all “thoughts’ must be checked,
can only turn the Movement into a doctrinaire and
dogmatic’ party, where all discussion and new ideas
are stifled, and we slowly stagnate.

A vibrant _movement can become strong and
progress only where everything is open to discussion
and criticism, and where no idea is sacred other than
the establishment of real democracy in a truly

independent Ireland.
— Fiachra McDonagh

Baile Atha Cliath.
HOW MARXIST?

In an important contribution to the understanding
of Eire Nua policy, Christene Elias last week (An
Phoblacht,” D.F. 10) was far too charitable in her
generous treatment of the marxist school of
socialism.

““The philosophical foundation of that doctrine,
dialectical materialism,” she "writes, “is of great
interest to all revolutionsries and largely we would

accept Marx’s interpretation of the historical
development of mankin
I note the word gely'’; but, despite the

and
and to staff offices in 5,
Blessington Street, Dublin.
Please send a donation
today to:ICRA Appeal, 5,
Blessington Street, Baile Atha
Cliath, 7, Eire.

D UE to circumstances beyond
the control of Dublin Sinn
Féin, it has become necessary
to réorganise the Irish classes
which are in 5 Blessington
Street. v 5

New classes “for all
interested in learning Irish
began Wednesday October 19
at  21.00 hours in room
number two,

Instructor for these classes
is% P. O Riain'who began
the classes at the end of July.

All interested are asked to
attend ‘the class ‘on
Wednesdays. 4

it is not true, Marx’s interpretation of
the historical development of mankind rests on the
Hegelian dislectic applied to socisl history, Marx’s
doctrine of historical materialism.

If Sinn Féin now accepts this doctrine “'lurgely”,
it has become, as a movement, part of the Marxist
tendency of Socialism.

Dialectical materialism ~ Marx himself never

for ‘Ce ity’, for C local g

“with the minimum control by central government
in accordance with the principle of subsidiarity of
function.’

This is  completely = anti—Marxist, totally
incompatible with the centralised power concepts of
Marxism. Let Sinn Féin say "Stuff Marxist State
Socialism — our Democratic Socialism in the colours
of the Tricolour has its own infinitely superior native
Irish tradition of Comhar na gComharsan, which is
founded on the right of worker—ownership and on
our Irish  and  Christian values.” (Where Sinn Féin
Stands. 1971). i
—M.6 Callanain,
London, W.9., Sasana.

SEAN O CONAILL

THE FOLLOWING is a copy of the letter I have
written and sent to the Governor, Parkhurst Prison,
Newport, Isle of Wight, England:

Sir — You are aware that the late Sein O Conaill
made his will to Mr.'Logue of Messrs Baker and Co.
Solicitors ~ Guilford, Surrey; and in it he left “ALL
HIS BOOKS, PAPERS AND DOCUMENTS, AND
ANY OTHER PROPERTY IN HIS POSSESSION”
to me.

I was very sad at seeing that none of those
documents came out from Parkhurst Prison amongst
his very meagre possessions; I presume, therefore,
that, as, you did not hand them over, they must still
be in your keeping. 1 am informing you, that since
papers and were ifi i
in the will,I want them; They are mementos to me
and of no interest to you. .

From Sedn’s letters, which' are still in my
possession, 1 know how much he suffered while in
Albany" and Parkhurst But for my contacting Mr.
Frank Maguire, M.P. for Co. Fermanagh,
in Westminster, he wouldn’teven have been X--rayed.

~Why was it necessary to hold him in a cage.in the
hospital? Were you English with the power of the
whole mighty Crown forces at your calling — were
you 5o afraid of an Irishman escaping and he at the
point of death? Did you consider him such a menace
that you felt compelled to hold him in a cage? Yet
we know the English are said to be ‘an animal-loving
nation! R

I'm well aware of the brutality and sufferings
which were inflicted on Irishmen in Parkhurst
dungeons. Their funerals from that notorious prison
sufficed to inform the whole world of the barbarity
of the British system. Britain signed the Universal
Declaration on Human Rights in defence of prisoners
when in jail, We know that still prisoners suffer
harassment from prison warders and that they are
sent to excessive periods of solitary confinement
with very little reason. $

Many of the prison warders are ‘members of
Britain’s illegal army: The National Front! We have
seen even on your own TV screens and through the
news media what protection they were given in the
upsurge of street voilence: considering also how.
much disgrace those Bobbies have brought to. Her

' * Irish to the Core — by the Wolfetones . ....

Leathanach 7.
A )
(CRAFT CENTR
Leather goods ;

Women's leather handbags, shoulder styje, made
inLongKesh ... .ivviiaivaaon, « s+ ...£14.00 and £16.00
Women's purses and men’s wallets, made in Long Kesh ... . 6.00
(All are modelled in Celtic designs; postage and packing 40p extra).

Jewellery

Silver Phoenix lapel badges . . . .
Gold Phoenix lapel badges . . . .
Silver medallions . ... .
Gold Phoenix medallions .
Women'’s silver Phoenix rings .
Women's gold Phoenix rings . . .
Men’s silver Phoenix Rings
Men's gold Phoenix Rings . ...

i....£2.50

© .. .£2500

(Post and packing, .25p ex
Records
Long-playing records: Those marked with an * also available in
four-track cassette.
* Ircland live on — by Saoirse . ........... v £2.50

£2.40
.£2.50

* Hang my country — the story of a targedy .
The Price of Justice — by Kathleen Largey ..
England’s Vietnam — by the Men

of NOPrOPerty « .o vtvveqvsosnvansivanaas
Ireland: The fight goes on — by the
Men of no Property ...
* 20 rebel songs . ......
* The Bloodstained Bandage .
18 Rebel Songs . . viotete
* Ireland United, Gaelic and Free
* Best of the Wolfhound .
* Freedom’s sons — by the Wolfhound . i
* Ireland, boys, Hurrah — by the Wolfhound . .

* Smash Internment . ......cocececonan .£3.25
Irish songs of Freedom, VoIs.1,2,&3 . ........0vvu.o.. . £275
The Winds are Singing Freedom —

by the Barleycorn . . ... eyeragete) o .£3.25

The Barleycorn at the Embankment ........ . .£2.50
* For folk sake — by the Barleyco: oo
* Paddy Reilly at home .
* The life of Paddy Reilly
* The Town I love so Well —
by Paddy Reilly . .

* Rifles of the LR.A.

by the Wolfetones . . -

* Across the Broad Atlantic —
by the Wolfetones .
* Tommy Makem and Liam Clancy ........
Four Green Fields — by Tommy Makem
&LiamCIANCY v« v vv et vediet e tatnnaaan
S (plus 40p, post and packing)

Singles (all prices 75p plus 20p post and packing):

Long Kesh; Up and Away; Farewell to Dublin — by the Wolfetones.

My Little Armalite; Provie Birdie; Michael Gaughan; Brave Frank Stagg;
Provo Lullaby; Smashing of the Van; Ireland, United, Gaelic and Free;
Ashtown Road — all by Wolfhound.

The Town I love so Well — by Paddy Reilly.

Sedn Sabhat from Garryowen — by Michael Moran.

Crossmaglen — by the Freemen.

Call or phone or write: Craft Centre, 44 Cearnég Pharnell,
Baile Atha Cliath, EIRE.

Eire Nua carrier bags

EIRE NUA

These plastic bags
are available from:

Craft Shop, Cearndg
Pharnell, Baile Atha
Cliath, 1, Eire.

Also from Siopa Eire
Null, Carraig Airt, Co.
Thir Chonaill, Eire,

£13.00 for 500; £23.00
for 1,000,

CEANNAIGH
EARRAI GAELACHA

The Last Post

A valuable historical record containing the names .
of those who have given their lives for the cause of
Irish freedom. Published by the National Graves
Association.  Available from the Republican Craft
Centre. Price £2.00; Postage and packing 20p extra.

Majesty’s cloth by the very much police
corruption in sordid ( filth, That's Britain's
“Watergate’,

Britain was found guilty of torture at the

Strasbourg court just us were the'Nazis ot the

used the term — the world-view, the total
of the dialectical laws of development at work In
nature on the universe, not Just soclety — was
worked out mainly by Engels, Y

Marx intended to write a book on the Dialectic
after he had completed "Das Kapital” but died
before he could do so. His legacy s 'historical
materiallsm’ and that is what is known as Marxism,

Todsy, the more abstruse body of doctrine
known as “dialectical materislism® is not regarded
by leading Marxists in the West as an integral part of
Marxism, In the East, in the U,5,5/R. It is the official
State ideology, the officisl religion governing all
fields of thought and scholarship - philosophy, art,
physics, biology, literature, astronomy, mathematics
and you name it, yes, even music.

But Christene, who says that* largely we would
accept, Marx’s interpretation of the historical
development of mankind,” goes on, it seems to me,
largely to reject it. That is what Connolly did, to the
great exasperation of Daniel De Leon, leading
Marxist philosopher of the Socialist Labour Party in
America, and who branded the ‘inconsistent'’
Connolly as “‘heretical’ and ‘‘syndicalist” and had

Trials, 8 ha
publicity across, the whole world people would
Imagine that even ut this lute stage prisaners now.
1would be trented more humanely.

Yetstill  there are further cases pending In
Strasbourg against Britain which should make Her
Majesty’s prison governors use their authority in the
prisohs to see that no brutality is carried out against
Irish political prisoners any longer,

Parkhurst s sufficiently notorious, following the
deaths of the late Michael Gaughan and Frank Stagg,
If any further funerals come from that dungeon the
governor there should be charged,

Amongst the papers Sedn was keeping, was his
Diury snd Jail Journal, a record of the time he spent
in the so many different prisons he was continually
moved from, Perhaps you were afrald such diaries
would incriminate you? The longer you hold such
material the more convinced we are that you have
something to hide. Through Mr. "Logue, I am
insisting that I am given the documents mentioned In

Sefin’s will A
¢ ~ Una Toal (Mrs.)
3 St. Kevin's Terrace, Newery Road, Din Dealgan.

SINN FEIN LONDON

Another new. cumann has been formed in London. If
interested in joining write to Box Eight, 18% Upper
Street, London, N.I.

JOIN SINN FEIN

:For a Federal Socialist Democratic

Republic based on Community ¢ o
Government PRV
Ainm FN oo
(Name): i
Sealadh: :
‘(Addml): \

{

+Send this form to: Sinn Féln, sg'u Chaoimhfn, Baile Atha
7 Cliath, Eire, ~ ' (EETINSs
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DESPITE THE Crown's wishful thinking, expressed in Lisburn-inspired lies about a ceasefire,
the Irish war for freedom continues and will not cease until the Crown forces withdraw from
Irish soil. Here is an account of some of the operations of Oglaigh na hEireann from Oct, 8-21,

SATURDAY, OCT. 8

Armagh: A UDR woman
was shot dead in Middletown,
Co. Armagh. A statement
from Oglaigh na hEireann,
claiming responsibility, said
the execution had resulted
from her involvement in the
British war machine and her
spying operations on both
sides of the Border.

SUNDAY, OCT. 9

s destroyed a
Newtownards.

Incendi
1ema n

Forgotten in
Borstal

(Ar lean. G Ich. 2 6)

Copeland  writes, after
e protests which
rrests: “Then the
their trial comes and they
g orstal sentence — whose
boys and girls are they, then?

On their own

then on, except for
ediate families and
iends, they go it on

“From

hese youngsters  not
some respects, than

in H-Block? They
any choice about
‘bhan| protest,
work, wearing

in 2 minority there,
ance of remission.
do their full time
time on remand is not
account.

might get a different

is the only
y are still political
of war and should be
embered as such.
it’s true what’s

are the next
es for the Borstals.
“The bigger prisons are full,

Damage was caused to two
other cinemas in Larne and
Bangor. In other incendiary
attacks, an insurance office in
Enniskillen  was destroyed
and extensive damage was
caused to the Helmsman Bar
in Bangor, a furniture ware-
house at Duncairn Gardens in
Belfast and a social club in
Victoria Street, Belfast. Two
incendiary devices were
defused at the Jaycroft Bar,
Bridge Street, Derry.

MONDAY, OCT. 10

Incindiary devices explod-
ed in two more cinemas,
one in Belfast, the other in
Comber.

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 12

The East Tyrone Command
accepted responsibility  for
the tragic death of Francis
Canavan, a school bus driver,
near Ballygawley: ‘“‘We deny
putting out any other state-
ment. (the UFF phone call
claim), as has been sugges-
ted by the RUC (Crown
forces).

“We offer our sincere con-
dolences to Mrs. Canavan and
family. Innocent people un-
aware of the presence of
UDR personnel in a civilian
role working alongside them
are being deliberately placed
in danger by the’ enemy,”
the statement said.

Oglaigh na hEireann, in a
statement, claimed responsibility
for the firebomb attack on
Strathearn  Hotel,  Holywood,
adding:  “While the British
government continues to boast of
its successes we are inflicting
heavy damages on property
throughout the north. Damage
totalling millions of pounds which
must be met by the royal
exchequer”.

and what better way to fill the
Borstals—and at the same time
break up the Blanket protest.

“Divide and conguer—that’s
tha motto azgain,” the letter
concludes.

Lists sought
“An  Phoblacht” asks Sinn

Féin and other concerned bodies
to supply us with lists of names of
our hero children. We will publish
them in the hope that, at the very
least, they may receive letters to
help keep their morale high.

We will publicise any welfare
work in their connection brought
to our notice,

Very certainly they rank as
prisoners of war,

SUPPRESSION OF
AN CHEAD DAIL

Ardfheis ‘77

(Ar lean, 6 Ich. a haon)

head
Baile

cumann, or through the
offic Sraid Chaoimhin,
Atha Cliath ?

There is room for all. There is
work for all, now more than ever
before, with the new two-tier
membership.

What is Sinn Féin all about ?
If you don’t know yet and if you
want to know before joining,
write now to head-office for
information,

Your country must be re-
conquered. Your country needs

you,

With our eyes on the stars and
our hands on the plough, as James
Connolly reminded us, we can till
for justice and lasting peace in the
new lreland,

Ar agaidh linn le chéile, in
ainm DE,

THURSDAY, OCT. 13

A furniture store was des-
troyed in York Street, Belfast
after an incendiary device had
exploded.

FRIDAY, OCT. 14

The Strathearn Hotel in
Holywood, Co. Down, was
destroyed by fire. Oglaigh na
eann, in a statement
claiming  responsibility, said:
“‘While the British
Government  continues  to
boast of its successes we are
inflicting heavy damages on
property . throughout the
north, damage totalling
millions of pounds, which
must be met by the royal
exchequer.”

Three business premises
were attacked in Belfast when
incendiaries exploded in the
Chimes Restaurant, Musichall
Lane; in the Chester Arms
pub, Montgomery Street; and
in a paint store at Belfast
Car Hire, Grosvenor Road.

SUNDAY, OCT. 16

Three buses were set on
fire in Ballycastle, Co. Antrim.

TUESDAY, OCT. 18

Oglaigh' na hEireann, Sth.
Armagh, claimed responsi-
bility for shooting dead a for-
mer member of the RUC
reserve  (Crown forces) in
Armagh,

In _Belfast, incendiaries
caused extensive damage to
the premises of Elliott’s Hire

Service, Ann Street. Two
more devices exploded in,
Kilwee = Cash and Carry,
Upper Dunmurry Lane,

Briogaid Bheal Feirste (IRA)
claimed responsibility.

A man was kneecapped in
Riverdale Park East, Belfast.
Enemy forces carried out a
contrglled explosion on a
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The cynicism of Barra

Lenar gComhfhregair
Polaititil

JUSTICE Barra O Briain  has
described as ‘'rash” and “‘naive’
senior counsel Aidan Browne for
condemnation of the Fianna
Fail regime on the Garda brutality
issue: Fianna Fail has rejected
the Amnesty demand for a public
inquiry (as explained in last
week’s issue) and instead has
ordered a two-tier whitewash
job.
Rash,

perhaps,  because

Kevin Barry
remembered

KEVIN BARRY, the youngster
the Crown forces executed in
Mountjoy Jail, Dublin, during the
post-1916 freedom struggle, is to
be commemorated in the place
where he was reared, in Rath-
villy, Co. Carlow, on November 6.

The  commemoration  will
begin at 15.00 hours and a very.
prominent Republican = speaker
will officiate.

R TR e

landmine near Cr
WEDNESDAY, OCT. 19

Bombs exploded in the
homes of two prison offi-
cers in Lisburn Avenue and
Jellicoe Park. Briogaid Bheal
Feirste (IRA) claimed res-
ponsibility.

Two buses were hijacked
and set on fire in Turf Lodge
area, Belfast,

FRIDAY, OCT. 21

A RUC (Crown forces)
man was shot and wounded
in the Eglinton area of Derry.

A firehomb exploded on a
train in Lisburn station. Four
other devices were discovered.

DRUMM — In proud memory of
Maire . Drumm, murdered on
October 28, 1976. Always

4
0 Briain

Browne is unlikely to get very
many state briefs in future; naive
because, in O Briain's worlds:
“He seems to have rashly drawn
the conclusion that Fianna Fail as
a government would do exactly
as they said they would do
wlien in opposition.”

How is that for cynicism?

O Briain, in a RTE programme
“Feach,” long before the Fianna
Fail whitewash decision, stated
that a prima facie case had been
cstablished for those alleging
Garda brutality (i.e. that enough
had been disclosed to justify a
full, sworn public inquiry).

Since then, O Briain has gone
farther. During the “Feach” pro-
gramme his suspicions had been
aroused. Now  he knows for
certain that men were tortured
by some members of ‘the Garda
Siochana.

His whitewashing committee,
he says, would take the allega-
tions as established. Yes, men
had been tortured. Very regret-
table. That had been done and
could not be undone.

The, thing was to ensure that
it would never happen again. New
set of rules and regulations.
Blaze of publicity. Fianna Fail
seen as knight errant’ (and maybe
Peace Prize for O Briain).

by i
Cumann, Cricklewood, London,

the Gardai inves-
tigate themselves, or part of them-

selves, and find that part, clean,
wholesome and sweet-smelling.
Great sigh of relief from public.
Our boys wouldn’t, couldn’t and
now we know didn’t.

Ay for you blood subversives,
just see how far you can get in
the courts with your civil cases
after all that. Of course there
was\ torture but you prove it
against a stone wall of perjury
from the saintly gentlemen in
navy-blue (and civvies), backed
100 per cent by the entire corrupt
legal system.

AN CUMANN
CABHRACH

Annual dinner, céili and
ballads.

Clare Manor Hotel,

Road, Dublin.

Friday, January 6, 1978.
9-2a.m. Dress Informal

Taile: £5.00
Inquiries: 314941, 592863.
Bus will leave 44 Parnell
Square at 20.15 hours.
Dinner: Florida Cocktail,
Scotch Broth, Roast Turkey
and Ham, Brussels Sprouts
and Garden Peas, Roast and
Creamed Potatoes, Coupe
Hawaii, Tea or Coffee,
Rolls and Butter.

Dinner will be served at
" 21.00 hours.

The Royal Victoria Hos-
pital Crown forces strong-
point was attacked and a 15§
foot wall demolished by a
hijacked bulldozer.

In a statement, East
Tyrone Command Oglaigh na
hEireann  (IRA) warms all
civilians  employed on a
section of the RUC (Crown
forces) barracks, Dungannon,
that while they continue to
work on this site, they must
be prepared to take the

consequence of their actions,

Large
in stock.

Che Guevara, etc.

" Five Eighth Bookshop

selection
second-hand books. All Marxist classics

Posters of Connolly, Lenin, Marx,

Visit us at 3 Lower Wellington Street
(off Dorset Street), Dublin.
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