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MARTIN Monaghan is a native of Ederney. He is
20 years old and is at present in Long Kesh concen-
tration camp.

On the 18th of October, 1972, he was sentenced
to 10 years’ imprisonment at a court in Omagh. Ov
that day Martin won for himself and the cause he
served the admiration of the Fermanagh people and
all who read of his fearless stand. Standing in a
hostile court, surrounded by hostile foreign soldiers
and native RUC, on hearing the sentence pro-
nounced this young man, instead of showing fear,
showed remarkable courage. He shouted “Up the
Republic! Go -ave Ireland!” A burst of cheering
followed from the public gallery that shook the
court.

Martin was a keen Gaelic football player. He
played with Ederney junior team. He is also a great
Irish rebel song fan and a keen Irish dancer.

No v ¢ Whitelaw and his minions of oppres-
sion heoe to break the spirit of Martin Monaghan
and his comrades in Long Kesh. In this they will
not succeed. British war dogs of the past tried this
in Ireland; it failed and it will also fail now.

Fermanagh is proud of Martin Monaghan and
her other gallant sons who share the suffering of
Long Kesh. They have won a place in our hearts.
While they are there they will have our prayers and
support. When they come home we will give them
a welcome that only the Irish can give.

soners

Martin Monaghan

Re-Unification:

(Continued from last week)

by S. Mac EIREANN
THE Proclamation of 1916 called for a National
Government representative of the whole people of
Ireland and elected by the suffrages of all her men
and women. It is interesting to note that this was
BEFORE Britain introduced woman sufirage. In
this single departure, I see an overt affirmation of
democracy. It may appear a small matter to learn
that all the signatories were in agreement upon the
woman suffrage proposal, but in 1916 it was NOT
a small matter, and so can be seen as indicative of
men not serving vested interests but the people. 1
mention this because in the new constitution for the
New Ireland, Eire Nua, we find this absence of dis-
crimination because of sex stressed. This is so even
though because of convenience rather than because
of preference I use the masculine pronoun almost
throughout.

I mentioned last week that the new constitution
is the first of the three main features of the pro-
posed new system. I shall now go on to say some-
thing about the constitution. Firstly, it would pro-
vide a charter of rights which would incorporate
the principle of securing to the individual protective
control of his conditions of living subject to the
common good. Secondly, it would provide a struc-
ture of government which would apply this prin-
ciple, by providing for the maximum distribution of
authority at proyincial and subsidiary level. Here
you will netice a complete departure from the exist-
ing structure of government provided by the Dublin
ad istration and the one-time structure provided
by the former Belfast administration. Nobody can
say that the former is, or that the latter was, dis-
tributive of authority.

THE CHARTER OF RIGHTS

The eight articles of the charter of rights are pre-
faced as follows:

“We the people of Ireland, resolved to establish

political sovereignty, social progress and human

justice in this island, do hereby pledge that we
will practise tolerance and live in peace with one
another in order to achieve a better life for all
and we declare our adherence to the following
Ihen follow the eight articles of the

principles
draftcharter of rights.
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ARTICLE ONE: All citizens are born free and
equal in dignity and rights. Every person is entitled
to the rights of citizenship without distinction of any
kind, such as distinction of race, sex, religion, philo-
sophical conviction, language or political outlook.
ARTICLE TWO: Every person has the right to life,
liberty and security of person. No one shall be sub-
jected to arbitrary arrest or detention.

ARTICLE THREE: Every person has the right to
freedom of conscience and religion and the open
practice and teaching of ethical and political be-
liefs. This includes the right of assembly, peaceable
association, petition and freedom of expression and
communication.

ARTICLE FOUR: Every person has the right to
participate in the government of the country and to
equal access to public service.

ARTICLE FIVE: The basis of government is the
will of the people. This is expressed in a direct par-
ticipatory democracy and free elections by secret
ballot. The right of the citizen as an individual to
follow his conscience and express his opinion is
valid against any h ically contrived att
to repress him.

ARTICLE SIX: Every person has the right to edu-
cation according to personal ability, work and a
standard of living worthy of a free citizen. This
right extends to food, clothing, housing, medical
care and security against unemployment, illness and
disability.

ARTICLE SEVEN: Every person has the right to
cqual pay for equal work and to join a trade union
for protection of his interests. Motherhood and
childhood deserve society’s special care and atten-
tion. Men and women have the equal right to marry
and to found a family.

ARTICLE EIGHT: In the exercise of his rights,
every person shall be subject only to such limitations
as shall secure recognition and respect for the rights
of others and the welfare of the democratic com-
munity.

An interesting addition: It is intended that the
European Convention on Human Rights should be
made part of the internal dome\lu law of the New
Irvland Eire Nua.

So there it is then: the proposed \\h.lrhr of rights,
the FIRST of the three features of fhe New Ireland
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Then What?

system designed to replace the existing system of
undemocratic partition rule in our country, North
and South. 3

REACTION

A certain type of Christian with vested interests
in maintaining the existing undemocratic system
suddenly becomes a vulture for th’ingi ethical when-
ever he hears the word NEW. No doubt he will
swoop down upon the eight articles of the charter
of rights hopefully expecting to find a wounded
moral morsel. He will be disappointed because from
the ethical viewpoint I do not think that any TRUE
Christian, of whichever persuasion, ¢an legitimately
find fault, or ground for complaint, on the moral
plane, with ALL or any ONE of the eight artiffs.
I also feel sure that I may say the same as far as
members of the other credal religions are con-
cerned. Nor indeed will those not affiliated to any
credal religion have cause for worry or complaint.
A second reading of the eight articles should make
my claim abundantly clear.

I intend to speak about the second of the three
features of the new system next time. It will deal
with the proposed new governmental system or
structure which would be federal in character and
consisting of FOUR LEVELS.

Finally, always remember that a cursory reading
of anything is never sufficient, so read once more
the eight articles. Then send your copy of Con-
¢ERNEC to a friend.

CAVAN GIRL ARRESTED ON
WAY TO SCHOOL

A 17-year-old schoolgirl was arrested on the morn-
ing of Friday, 9th February. At the time the girl
was on her way to uhon] Her crime: .selling Easter
Lillies.

While Free
fool the people this girl hu in Mountjoy Jail. Jack

State pnlluuapx run around lr)mg to

is stunding ul]) b)
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THE BOYS OF DERRY

REPLY TO O'MALLEY

LATE in November, 1972, Mr. Desmond O'Malley,
Minister for Justice in the so-called Republic of Ire-
land, appeared on “Panorama®, the BBC TV dis-
cussion programme, and said that those people in-
volved in the present armed struggle against
imperialism, repression and social inequalities were
nothing but criminals. Here is a letter-poem from
the boys of Derry in reply.

Dear Mr. O'Malley, Just a note;

Spoken words stick in my throat

Just now.

So 1 thought if 1 wrote

1 should be more composed;

Not like you on British television
Telling the British people

That we were only criminals.

Trying to look like a man

You sat there ill at case,

A nobody in spite of the squalid money spent
For an image that would please,

And called us criminals,

Derrymen, young and old

Who set our bitter, manly hearts

Against that criminal crew,

The likes of you,

That kept our people poor.

Thank God I helped to flatten their temples
in Colmcille’s Derry;

The slick millionaires stores

Where undernourished Derry girls

Washed floors

And parcelled trinkets;

My talented, kindly Derry sisters.

Where a wheedling foreign criminal

Could coax my new-hopeful Derry brothers
rom the long dole-queue

And give them work

Till they earned him the price of Inishowen.

Your land is his land, now,

Mr. O'Malley,

And my brothers stand again in the bookie’s
shop,

And play with pennies.

But the true Republic is at hand

When your land and his land

Will be our land, Eire.

We begged for justice

Till we grew ashamed of our sorry begging

Till anger steeled our proud hearts !

And banished self-pitying tears,

And red-eyed now. with poisinous gas, we
swore

We'd beg no more.

And so—

Derry is ours today;
The world knows that.
British soldiers squat,
But they cannot stay.

The native tyrants put
clothes

And their Derry accents

And slap our backs

And offer us money to_pass them by,

The avenging angels.

But we know them.

on their working

And the scheming politician

With the power-greedy eye

Constantly shifting positions

In the embattled sky

Vaits impatiently like a vulture.

But we know him.

To all these ugly, joyless people

This “terrible beauty™ will bring no joy,
And they know it.

And listen now, Mr. O’'Malley.

Did the bloody men of nineteen sixteen
Plough the hard furrow and sow the seeds
That men like you could grow fat

And then let our native soil

Return to cankerous, wasting weeds?

And will you tell us-—

How many men, women and children

Pearse and Connolly murdered?

Will you gather your Pale people around you
At the Garden of Remembrance

On an Easter day,

And leer and point and say:

“These men were criminals',

They robbed and killed and bombed.

And will you lay your Easter Sunday wreaths

On the graves of one thousand, three hundred
and fifty one 1

Men, women and children,

Mostly innocent civilians.

Mutilated and murdered

At the bidding of Pearse and Connolly

In three days in Dublin City?

Will you condemn these men?

Did they not destroy

One hundred and seventy nine

Beautiful buildings

In three days in Dublin City?

Do you regret three million British pounds
That went up in smoke and flames

In three days in Dublin City?

Do you weep crocodile tears

For thousands of cowering innocents
Fleeing from their ruined humble homes
To the safe, rich suburbs of Dublin iCty?
No, my fancy Free-Stater!

You pay well-rewarded homage

To the criminals of 'Sixteen.

Thank God we are their fanhful sons:
Yours faithfully,

" Proinnsias

IF you want up to the minute news get the Sunday
Press. In. the edition of Sunday, 25th February,
under the heading “McManus Trip” we were told
in reasonably loud print, ‘“Frank McManus, Unity
MP, will visit the US next week and will meet some
bers of Cong on Wednesday in the capital,
Washington”. Here were we thinking that Frank
was nearing the end of a sensationally successful
anti-British/Freestate black propaganda tour and
on the verge of returning. It just goes to show that
if you wish to find out how wrong you can be, read
the “Irish Press”. It is noted for factual reporting.
The ‘“feeders’ are always on the ball.

BRITISH TROOPS ON
TRAINING IN US

WHAT DID
JACK LYNCH SAY?

IN a desperate attempt to boost his waning image,
Ted's boy in Dublin set off on a trip to the US,
Following his pro-British propaganda mission it s
hardly surprising that the Fianna Fail controlled
mass media has been silent on the question of Bri-
tish troops training in America for special dutigs’in
the Six Counties. Did Jack LyncH protest to Richard
Nixon about 800 British Commandos, who already
have been on duty here and who are due to return
in April, receiving special training at Camp
Lejeune, North Carolina—a United States ad-
vanced training base.

Obviously, not since he was so much in favour of
the conduct of British troops here and the need for
them to remain here.

The United States -Marine Corps has admitted
that its facilities and men at Camp  Lejeune were
being used to train the British party and that the
weekends were spent with  American units~ in
amphibious operations in the Caribbean. In London
the:. Defence Ministry confirmed that a  British
Commando Unit, recently returned from Northern
Ireland, is trdining with Unned States Marines in
North Carolina.

It should be pointed out that the'Marines in tht
US Army correspond:to the English *‘Paras”,

Mr. Rosenthal, chairman -of- the sub-committee
dealing with ‘US European - relations, “called the
training programme an outrage and demanded an
explanation from the State Department.

He wanted to know why British troops who had

been in Belfast should be training in Camp Lejeune
as Congress never appropriated money to have a
British battalion' training there. Sharp;reaction also
came from Senator Kennedy, who has challenged
the United States Defence Department on this issue
and has stated that this co-operation raises serious
questions about American involvement in. British
policy towards Northern Ireland. -
Yet, as we would expect, Jack Lynch could not
see fit'to raise the matter during his US visit—is it
any reason. that he -was greeted with jeers, cat-calls
and tomatoes by so many of the Irish and pro-Irish
organisations?

FERMANAGH'S HACKS

BY the time you read this the election will have
been decided. On Wednesday, the morning of the
election, while passing. through a certain British
customs post, I was amazed to hear the British cus-
toms officer say to me: “Going up to drive for
Jack?” He told me that Johnny and Eamonn, Patsy
and Tommy had already gone through, When the
time is ripe I will name’ these ‘traitors of the men
behind the wire,

KINAWLEY

A RATHER disturbing day was had by a uniformed
Brit in Kinawley last week. In a well pressed uni-
form, buttons shining; head erect, chest stuck out
and shoulders well thrown back he approached and
entered a local store. Here the “‘brave™ Brit got a
shock: “No foreign soldiers served.” He reached the
street determined to try another store. When a few
Irish kids (“‘natives’) spotted him the snow came in
handy. With shouts of “Go home, you robber™ they.
let fly with snowballs. “Tommie™ was hit by four or
five. In his wild rush to reach the safety of his bar-
racks he stumbled and fell. As the kids laid it on
the shout of “*Help!™ was heard from the Queen’s
man, who was rescued at gunpoint by some of his
buddies. He'll have some tale to tell mum when he
writes home.

COONIAN

THE residents of the Mullyfad district have suffered
great inconvenience as a result of the blasting of the
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Mullyfad-Knockatallon Road by the British Army.
They have now decided to repair this road and re-
open it. As the damage is extensive, it will naturally!
cost a sizeable sum of money o curry out the re-
pairs. We understand a collection will be shortly
taken up in the area for this purpose. .
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ELECTION HONOURS
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THE {Women's  League for Irish Freedom have

awarded the following:

Mr. Yack Lynch—100 white feathers, for his cow-
ardice 'for deserting his countrymen in the Six
Counties and assisting his country's enemy in trying
to finally liquidate them, but even Dermott Me-
Murough did not succeed in that.

Mr. Justice O'Kcefle—50 white feathers, for his
cowardice in not convicting the British spy, John
Wyman, on secondary evidence, four days after con-
victing his countryman, John Kelly, Chairman of
the Belfast Citizens’ Defence Committee, whose
shoes he is not fit to lick, on secondary evidence.

Of course, the judges in both the sundered parts
of our country are not appointed on merit, but on
political or sectarian grounds, Griffin first was made
Attorney General because he was de Valera's son-
in-law and while he was in that job he allowed Dr.
Paul Singer, the stamp fraud swindler, to leave the
country with the millions of money he had swindled
from poor people after Singer had paid enough of
the ill-gotten money into Fianna Fail's (Republican
Party now dropped from the brackets) notorious
Taca funds, the interest on which can pay all the
party’s election expenses every time.

Griffin defended his action in the Kelly case by
saying he had made a declaration to uphold the
constitution and the law, meaning that it was the
legislators and not he who were responsible for the
injustice. In the last century, two Nationalist MPs
made the same specious excuse when they sold their
principles for the price of being made judges. In
that age, people were simple and not sophisticated
like now and patriotism was still a virtue and treach-
ery a crime. Judges Sadlier and’ Keogh, hoping to
get higher offices, savagely sentenced, like now, the
people who had honoured them by electing them as
their representatives, but they had served their
mastrs” purpose by splitting the nationalist move-
ment and their masters only despised them, like the

zople who had paid Judas his' 30 pieces and, like
Judas, Sadlier went out to Hampstead Heath one
Sunday morning and took poison. Exactly a month
later, and on a Sunday morning, Keogh went out

. to the same place and did likewise. ‘“What doth it

profita man ... ?"

Fianna Fail Ministers and TDs, their election and
personation agents, supporters and voters—40 white
feathers for supporting tHe Offences Against the
State Act and dropping Republican Party (in brack-
ets behind the name).

Other TDs who supported the Act — 30 white
feathers.

Supt. John Fleming—20 white feathers. As there
is no hangman now, the felon setter is the lowest
job. It would be real Irish if the man with the low-
est job in the country should turn out to be the head
of the British spy ring in the Guards. It is a possi-
bility as stranger things have happened, like
Leonard McNally, a British spy, defending in court
the United Irishmen.

The Free State Army personnel—Officers 10
feathers, men 5 feathers, for their courage in re-
pulsing with fixed bayonets on 4th June, 1972, the
peaceful protest march of the wives and children of
the patriots in the awful Curragh detention camp,
when they tried to present a petition against the
horrible, inhuman conditions there. The army have
now made good the loss of face they sustained when
they retreated ingloriously before the Baluba war-
riors, armed only with bows and arrows, in the
Congo. With a few more successes like that they
might pluck up courage to halt the jeep-loads of
British soldiers who roam across the Border at will
and bring them before O’Keeffe for possession of
arms with intent to endanger life and see what ex-
cuse he will invent not to convict them.

The following was inadvertently ‘omitted from
Lynch’s, citation: *“He feels that it is the lesser of
two evils to allow half a million of his countrymen
to be liqdidmcd. as it _would be unthinkable to
cogrce u million and a half quislings who haye as-
sisted in coercing three million of his countrymen
(or ure ‘they, or is he an Irishman at all?) for
generations:™ He said in a ““Panorama’ programme
recently that he never knew how his father voted at
c'Ilcclionxf Gt ‘' g d
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BBC ANGERED

ON his daily appearances on TV, on radio, in the
press and at public meetings Frank McManus con-
tinues to tell the American people the truth of the
British involvement in this part of Ireland. So
effective and successful has his campaign been that
the BBC are now beginning to sweat with embar-
rassment.

They have been dishing out the British Army
and British Government story (the “peace keeper”
role) up till now.

Now the true voice of British occupied Ireland is
being heard in the USA and so the complaints from
the British propaganda machine are being heard.
Perhaps they may seck Nixon's collaboration in
making a “Fort Worth Six”. Mr. Heath and his
Army chiefs were delighted at the message given to
America by Jack Lynch; not so with McManus.

DERRYLIN

DERRYLIN Civil Resistance Committee wishes to
thank all who attended their dance in aid of inter-
nees and political prisoners’ fund, and all those who
were unable to attend but sent donations. The dance
itself was a great success. The spacious hall was
packed to. capacity and a most enjoyable night was
had by young and old. During the dance a beautiful
hand-made wallet (designed and made by a Fer-
managh prisoner in Crumlin Road jail) was raffled.

The gathering was addressed by T. Flatley, Danny
Barr and Maurice McGrath, ex-internees, who
were introduced by Mr. J. O'Rourke. They spoke
on the need for more functions in aid of the de-
pendants of imprisoned men, the conditions of
Long Kesh and the need for more protests to end
internment and the abolition of the Special Powers
Act.

Fermanagh Citizens’ Advice Bureau
@

ANNUAL DINNER DANCE
in CENTRAL HOTEL, Bundoran

. on
FRIDAY, 9th MARCH, 1973
Dinner at 9 p.m. sharp

Tickets £1:50. Available from 3 Queen St. or
Committee Member for your area.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

DAITHI O CONAILL
IN KERRY

SPEAKING at the South Kerry Annual Republican
Reunion in Killarney on Friday, 23rd February, Mr. ]
Daithi O Conaill said:

“It is remarkable that John Hume's call to the
Southern political parties to spell out their policy
towards the North during the current election cam-
paign has been completely ignored. Apart from the
perpetual condemnations of the Northern people
and the Provisionals in particular, no party has
come forward with one constructive idea for a reso-
lution of the Northern conflict. This situation places
a great responsibility on the Republican Movement
to give leadership, North and South, and to grasp
the opportunities in the present fluid situation.

In the North, old moulds are being broken, out-
moded ideas are being discarded and a new aware-
ness is dawning on Ulster people as regards a com-
mon identity and future. The connection with Eng-
land no longer has the relevance of former years for
cither the loyalists or British people. Messrs. Craig
and Taylor have come to articulate a new departure
and while sincerity is always subject to proof, any
attempt to cross the sectarian divide must be wel-
comed by Republicans. Those, like Conor Cruise
O’Bricen, who heap scorn on the statements of Craig
and Taylor, are the real enemies of the Irish people.
Devoid of idecas, they have nothing to offer the Irish
people but a constant tirade designed to perpetuate
themselves in the paltry politics of a divided Ireland.

For the last three ycars Republicans have offered
a vision of a new Ireland embodying a recognition
of the positive aspects of the diverse elements which
make up our nation. The New Ireland will be one of
self-governing communities in which the people
control their own affairs; their own' employment,
their own natural resources, their own schools, their
own wages and prices, ‘their own housing and en-
vironment. For Ulster, it means a new parliament
of Ulster people united in the common and immense
task of creating a way that will be meaningful, re-
warding and satisfying for all the inhabitants of.
that historic province.

Today Ulster wrestles in the last throes of a dying
colonial era. Britain’s days in Ireland are numbered
and more British people are coming to realise that
they themselves will never be really free until they
leave behind the last vestige of a disreputable
Imperial power.

If Britain’s future lies with Europe, then Ulster’s
future is with Ireland—not the Ireland of the past,
strife torn, riddled -with dissension and a prey to a
now forgotten Empire.

A new Ulster can be the prelude to a new Ireland.
We have but need of courage, a thick skin against
our detractors and the will and ability to forge
ahead to realise the dreams of many generations.”
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vertisement appeared in English
(Lnl\ newspapers. We reproduce this with some

The following

slight changes:

A BRITISH ARMY OFFICER|

WHAT KIND OF CAREER IS

THAT FOR AN INTELLIGENT
BOY?

AT onc time, if you were rich and well born you
could get a commission in the British Army simply
by buying it.

Not any more.

Wealth and position won’t get you past the
Officer Sclection Board these days.

We don’t care who your parents were; you prob-
ably didn’t even know you had some. As for money,
forget it; you might not live long enough to spend it
anyway.

The weapons, the equipment and the problems
facing British Army officers are immensely more
complex than they used to be. Now you need
brains.

Which probably accounts for our high list of self-
inflicted casualtics. But we live in hope.

You could be in charge of 30 men

Before your 20th birthday you could be in charge
of 30 of the best trained soldiers you could hope to
meet and we hope to meet them too. Some of them
will be 9-year men now entering the second stage of
their basic training. Highly professional.

As things stand, you could easily find yourself
facing a riot in Belfast with them.

You'll be responsible for their mental and physi-
cal well-being on and off duty, 24 hours a day, if
you last.

For all this you’ll get £1,748 p.a. Which is not bad
going for a chap of nineteen. If, there again, yo
live to spend it.

ere’s room at the top

On the way you could go to Staff College, the
Royal Military College of Science and later the
National Defence College where you’ll do joint
courses with Royal Navy and RAF officers.

In fact, you'll very likely spend more of your time
in mental homes as a senior officer than you did as
a junior.

If you ever reach your late 30s or early 40s you
will definitely be a physical and mental wreck. At
this stage in your career you will probably be pro-
moted to a colonel in command of at least 500
similar weirdos.

If, by some freak act of fate, you reach the
general class, it’s likely that you won’t look back
on your early days, as by this time your mind will
have completely gone on the blink.

There is nothing whatever to prevent you becom-
ing a general, except the IRA or the UDA or a
petrol bomb, malaria, or hari-kari.

So, if you are under 29 and you think the British
Army is your kind of career, stop and re-think, If
you still join then obviously you had nothing be-
tween your ears to think with,

Drop a line to Major K. S. Robson, c¢/o Dept.
A10, Handsdowne House, Birksley Sq., London.

If unavailable at this address you might try any
possible asylum or home for the incurables,

I fetter to the Editor

UNHOLY CHASTE OF
POLITICIANS AND
~ PARTIES

Erom the statements appearing in the Press fol-
lowing Mr. Craig's call for a “Dominion Ulster", it
would seem that we are headed for another 1922.
Not, I hope, in terms of a civil war, but in the un-
holy haste of politicians and political parties to join
Mr. Craig and the enemies of this nation in a re-
structured Partition of Ireland. 7

No matter how you look at it, Mr. Craig’s solu-
tion is a last desperate move to salvage what is left
of his political career.

He is not acceptable to either Britain or the Six
County Unionists, and some minority politicians are
falling over themselves to line up with him and his
UDA and Loyalist Council who were responsible
for the attacks on minority homes and businesses,
the desecration of two Catholic churches and a con-
vent home for disabled children on chncsday of
last week.

Mr. Craig in his statement made it clear that
power-sharing in his new Dominion ‘“‘could only be
effectively done within a majority framework”.

No matter how it is dressed up, this proposal of
Mr. Craig’s is a trap to woo the Six-County minority
to give approval for the further reinforcing of
Partition.

Has any Republican ever dreamed of giving alle-
giance to a permanent Six-County state? The one
thing which kept Republicanism alive in Ireland

was the refusal of Republicans to acccpt the  Six-"
County entity as a laslmg and permanent settlement
under Orange domination and guaranteed ﬁnanclal
backing from Britain,

Even today, under Direct Rule, Britain is pour-
ing her millions into sectarian-controlled industries
in the Six Counties.

Mr. Craig in his wild dream would hope to stifl
benefit from the coffers of the British (reasury even
though he would be operating UDI,

I cannot forecast whether Mr, Craig will succeed
in wooing minority politicians to his side. It is quite,
possible that from the tone of some ulterances he
might just do that.

If he does, then it will be God help the people of
the minority.

Any settlement of our problems should be on a
basis of negotiation by all the groups involved.
National* unity even on a deferred basis of some
short term of years must be acknowledged. The
Loyalists say that unity with the 26 Counties is not
on. So what have we?

We are no further on in terms of political
sagacity than we were in 1969. If anything we are
more confused.

We were at least united on the minority side in
1969. Today we have a’multiplicity of parties and
groups all seeking our support. None of them has
the right to decide on or accept any arrangement
with Mr. Craig or Mr. Whitelaw which does not
guarantee the freedom of the Six County minority
from Unionist or Loyalist domination and the
acceptance of the principle of National unity.

Is this what Mr. Craig means?,

Is mise le meas,

Sean Mac Conuladh
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ULSTER: THE FACTS

THE violence in Northern Ireland has tended to
obscure ‘the underlying, causes of the Ulster con-
flict. Instead of applying a political solution to what
is essentially a political problem, the British govern-
ment has sought a military solution. All political
freedoms have been suspended. Belfast has what is
essentially a military government made up of the
army and William Whitelaw, a one man admini-
strator. The army is the law and the law is the
army. This sequence of events brought about the
present crisis.

1. In August, 1969, Prime Minister Harold Wil-
son publicly admitted (a) the Belfast government
needed reforms, (b) civil rights would be established
and second class citizenship for Catholics would
end. In the now famous “Downing Street Declara-
tion”, Irish Catholics were guaranteed equal rights
with other United Kingdom citizens.

2. Within 90 days of this declaration, local elec-
tions in the Six Counties were cancelled. They re-
main so, No reform programme was enacted. Civil
rights remain suspended under the Specinl Powers
Act,

3. In June, 1970, Prime Minister Heath took
office, He immediately set the army on the civilian
population in Catholic arcas of Belfas and Derry,

4, In March, 1971, Britain set up Brian Faulkner
as Prime Minister in the Six Counties. He openly
“declared war” on political dissidents, In August he
interned without charge or trial several hundred
political opponents in | Long Kesh. Internees in-
cluded lawyers, teachers, labour leaders and work:
ing men, During his 12 months in office, Mr.
Faulkner issued gun permits to an ‘additional 30,000
of his political supporters. He (th threatened what
he called a *‘Protestant hacklash™; 107,000 Union-
ists now. hold private arms lice 'Ld.hy the govern-

ment. {

5. In March, 1972, the' British govérnment re-
moyved Mr. Faulkner because of his many blunders
and imposed dipect rule, from® London, (Conditions
have deterioratid sinee he army has btcome eyen
more r\plt\\l\g Ihousands, of (.«lhull( homes hd\'

_entry into the Common Market.

been raided by the army, some 40 to 50 times.
Entire areas have been placed under curfew. Many
Catholic ghetto residents are confined to their area
by the army. This system of military reservations is
in reality a form of internment. Since 1st July, over
80 Catholics have been murdered by private gangs.
Police protection is non-existent.

6. On Ist October, 1972, Britain was placed on
trial by the Council of Europe because of the mis-
deeds outlined above. This was a landmark decision.
It placed Britain in the dock. It could prevent her
If found guilty,
Britain could be expelled from the Council of
Europe.

The Civil Rights programme started in 1968.
Four years later conditions are the same. There is
less freedom than ever. Qver 700 have died. De-
spite world-wide criticism, Mr. Heath continues to
seek military solutions. We ask our friends overseas,
Catholic and Protestant alike, to educate the public
to the facts. World-wide public opinion can force
Britain to change her disastrous course and end the
bloodshed. .

SPY TRIAL

WHY has London solicitor Michael Gilbert been
allowed to attend the spy trial, after judges ruled
that only those directly involved be admitted? Even
the British Government was refused an observer.
Gilbert is a writer of crime thrillers. Perhaps he is
looking for Jack Lynch to play the part of “‘The
Jailer" in his new book.

Fermanagh Citizens’ Advice Bureau

COMMITTEE MEETING .-

on Monday, 5th March, 1973, at 9 p.m.
FULL ATTENDANCE‘REQUESTEP s
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