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"IRELAND UNFREESHALLNEVER BE AT PEACE"
Saturday, 13th April De Sathairn, 13 Aibreán), 1974

THE EXECUTED LEADERS OF 1916

Padraig Pearse, Tom Clarke and Thomas MeDonagh were executed at 3.30 a.m. on 3rd May
heirin Kilmainham Prison. r bodies were thrown into an army wagon and carted across the

city to Arbour Hillbarracks. There they were cast into prepared graves, sprinkled with quiek
lime and buried. An NCO kept count. On 4th May joseph Mary Piunkett, Edward Daly,
Michael O'Hanrahan and William Pearce died. On 5th May gallant Major John McBride

from Mayo died alone. He refused to he blindfolded, facing the firing squad, saying:
looked down the barrels of English guns before."" On 8th May Eamon Ceannt, Michael Mal

lin,Sean Heuston and Con Colbert died. On 9th May Thomas Kent was executed in Cork. On
12thMay James Connolly and Sean Mac Diarmada of Killyclogher died. On 3rd August

Roger Casement was executed in Pentonville Prison.

It is our hope that the young men and women of today will be faithful to the ideals of Pearse,

Connolly and Clarke, of Plunkett, Mac Diarmada, McDonagh and Ceannt so that soon our
ancient nation will be completely and absolutely free and independent.

THE PROCLAMATION OF

Poblacht na hEireann
The Provisional Government of the

IRISH REPUBLIC
TO THE PEOPLE OF IRELAND

IRISHMEN AND IRISHWOMEN: In the name of God and of the dead generations from

which she receives her old tradition of nationhood, Ireland, through us, summons her children to

her flag and strikes for her freedom.

Having Organised and trained her manhood through her secret revolutionary organisation, the

Irish Republican Brotherhood, and through her open military organisations, the Irish Volunteers and

the Irish Citizen Army, having patiently perfected her discipline, having resolately wated for the
right moment to reveal itself, she now seizes that moment, and, supported by her exiled children

in America and by gallant allies in Europe, but relying in the first on her own strength, she strikes

in full confidence of victory.

We declare the right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, and to the unfettered

control of Irish destinies, to be sovereign and indefeasible. The long -usurpation of that right by a
foreign people and government has not extinguished the right, nor can be extinguished except

by the destruction of the Irish people. In every generation the Irish people have asserted their right

to national freedom and sovereignity: six times during the past three hundred years they have asserted

it in arms. Standing on that fundamental right and again asserting it in arms in the face of the wartd

we hereby proclaim the Irish Republic as aSovereign Independent State,andwepledge our livesand
the lives of cur comrades-in-arms to the cause of its freedom, of its welfare, and of its exaltation
among the nations.

The Irish Republic is entitled to, and hereby claims, the allegiance of every Irishman and
Irishwoman. The Republic guarantees religious and civil liberty,

to all its citizens, and declares its resolve to ursue the baequa rigats and equal opportunities
and prosperity ofthe whole nation

and of all its parts, cherishing all the children of the nation equally, and oblivious of the differences

carefully fostered by an alien government, which have divided a minority from the majority in the
past.

Until our arms have brought the opportune moment for the establishment of a permanent
National Government, representative of the whole people of Ireland and elected by the suffrages
of all her men and women,the Provisional Govern ment, hereby constituted, will adminster the civil
and military affairs of the Republic in trust for the people.

We place the cause of the Irish Republic under the protection of the Most High God, Whose
blessing we invoke upon our arms, and we pray that no one who serves that cause will dishonour itby cowardice, inhumanity, or rapine. ntis uprfice themselves for the common good, prove

hour the Irish nation must, by its valoar and
discipline and by the readiness of its children to
itself worthy of the auqust destiny to which it is called.

Signed on behalf of the Provisional Government:

THOMAS J CLARKE,
SE�N Mac DIARMADA,THOMAS MacDONAGH,

P. H.PEARSE, EAMONN CBAINNT, JAMESCONNOLLY, JOSEPHPLUNKETT
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Winchester Hostages

Days of Torture

Who Said "Don Repatriate the

Winchester Prisoners"?
SPEAKING recently at a meeting in Derry calling Mr. Jack Stalland and Mr. Norman Atkinson,

for the repatriation of the Winchester hunger Labour MPs, confessed that Mr. Gerry Fitt'sadvice

strikers, a leading journalist with the "Sunday not to oppose forced feeding or engage in the de
World" electrified the audience with a brilliant, mand for the repatriationof the prisoners has been
hard-hitting speech against the inhuman torture taken.

and misery inflictedon the four young Irish prison Messrs. Stallard and Atkinson are prepared to

ers by the Tory and now the Labour Government. stand over this revelation which so stunned the

In it he made the staggering revelation that the crowd.
British Labour Party's failure to take a stand The journalist then outlined the background to

against the forced feeding torture was due to the the research project.He told how the British Labour
advice of the SDLP leader, Mr, Gerry Fitt, who Party had taken a very militant anti-forced feeding
advised the Wilson Party to steer clear of this issue, line when the Suffragette Movement bombers re
as he pointed out that a return of the "Winchester fused food in British jails at the beginning of this
Eight" would be a victory for the Provos. The vast century.

crowd greeted this news with "SDLP rats, rats,rats One Labour MP then hysterically assaulted
-every one of them". Prime Minister Balfour and knocked him to the
The journalist went on to explain that his revela ground before being dragged screaming from the

tions stemmed from a research project which a team house. "Nowords in the English language are cap
of journalists including himself carried out into the able of describing Mr, Fitt and his SDLP. His con

changed attitude of the British Labour Party to duct is a disgrace to humanity, a disgrace to the
forced feeding torture. whole Irish people," he concluded.

Southern Diary
AN International School of Condemnation is being

"Imglad you asked that,"replyed the spokesman.

set up in the six counties with another one planned "As I've said, you'd look a bit stupid condemning

for the 26. Directors of the School include Cardinal
your own side so you've got to make �ure the other

Conway, Bishop Philbin, Mr. John Hume, Mr. lan
side did it, or the publican can be persuaded they

Paisley, Mr. William Whitelaw, Mr. Merlyn Rees,
did it.

Mr Austin Currie, Mr. Jack Lynch, Lord "Sometimes its easy. If its a shooting, for instance,

Brookeborough, Mr. Conor Cruise O'Brien, and Mr. you merely ascertair the religion of the victim. If

Brian Faulkner. The School wil be for full-time
its a Catholic you say nothing -but if its a

pupils initially but it is hoped to open a Correspond Protestant you should have a reasonably simple job

ence Course section in the near future. in persuading people the other side did it so you

Said a spokesman for the school interviewed by a
can condemn away.

ConcERNEd reporter this week: "AIlour Directors "Sometimes the Provos make it easy for you
are seasoned condemners and all of themn have taken by issuing a statement saying they are responsible

part in preparing the curriculum. Pupils can for an occurrence, Even if nobody is hurt you can
assured they are getting the best possible tuition and blast away your condemnation then all right!"
will be able to go out into the world capable of

Can we take it then that the only target forcondemning occurrences without fear."
condemnation is the Provos? asked our reporter

But why can't people condemn at will if they are unbelieviugly. You don't condemn the actions of

shocked by an occurrence? asked the reporter. The the British army, the S.A.S., R.U.C. torturers, or
spokesman looked astonished. "Condemning is ap sectarian murderers?
art," he said. "For a startit must be selective.You'd

*You don't catch me like that." retorted thelook damn silly if you inadvertently condemned
spokesman, "If you want any more informationone of your own side."
you will have to pay your fees and join the School

Surely one doesn't take sides in condemning an like everybody else. The way you're going you'd
atrocity. persisted our reporter. The spokesman have the whole secret of condemnation out of me."
looked at him pityingly. "You have led a very

Our reporter typed out this report of the intersheltered existence. Only one side commits
view and was last seen in a Dublin pub drowningatrocities. All the other occurrences are either
large whiskeys at a great,rate. Observers say they'unfortunate accidents' for the fault of individuals
heard him muttering about about the sanctity ofwho insist on committing suicide by throwing them
all human life, someone dying on a Cross for allselves in the path of bulletsor bombs. You wouldn't
mankind, and all the while interjecting: "Lordwant to be seen supporting idiots like that, would
have mercy on us.

you!

Our reporter had,no answer to that, so he re
DUE to pressure of space a number of articlessumed his original attack. What, then, is the art in
have been unavoidably' held" over until nextcundemning? he asked.

ssue.

EASTER GREETINGS 1974

To our readers, distributors and sellers;to the men

and women engaged in the struggle for justice,free

dom and a true and lasting peace; to the internees,

political prisoners, male and female, in concentra

tion camps and hell-holes in the six counties, the

twenty-six counties, England and America; to the

gallant four suffering the forced feeding torture in

England; to the heroic men now in their 33rd day

of hunger strike in Long Kesh concentration camp;
to all sufferers for justice sake we wish you all a

HAPPY AND HOLY EASTER,

In aid of Political Prisoners' Fund

DANCE
in ST. NINNIDH'S HALL,DERRYLIN

on

FRIDAY,19th APRIL, 1974

Music by

DEE LEYDON and THE POWERMEN
Admission 60p

REPUBLICAN IRELAND

HONOURS HER DEAD

TODAY,EASTER SUNDAY,14th APRIL,
1974

Commemorations at Monaghan in honour of

Fergal OHanlon

PARADE AT 2.30 p.m.

Commemoration at Beleek, Co. Fermanagh
in honour of Patrick Slevin (the Fenian who

died for Ireland in Enniskillen Jail)
PARADE TO HTS GRAVE AT 11.30 a.m.

Cavnacara Resistance Committee

PUBLIC MEETING
in CAVNACARA HALL

on

WEDNESDAY, 17th APRIL, 1974 at 9 p.m.

Forum: Rent and Rates Strike
PROMINENT SPEAKERS WILL ATTEND

LANGUAGE COLLECTION
Further returns should be made: Seamus de

Faoite, "Aileach', Highfield Road, Cavan.

JAMES CAREY
Select Grocers and General Hardware

Merchants

Crown Paint and Wallpaper Specialist
PHONE: LISNASKEA 337

When in Lisnaskea, call at

FRANK'S BAR
Home of Traditional Song and Music

MAIN STREET LISNASKEA
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FAMOUS GUERRILLA LEADERS
Bya Special Conepondent

irish,under
TOM BARRY, perhaps one of thc greatestguerrilla leaders

Ireland ever produeed, was bon in Rosscarbery. Co. (ork, in
I8O8. In the 1900s West (Cork was a particularlypoor area and
the usual option for a young man was eitherto cmigrate or
join the British forces.

a ahnd torthe
tirst time to Ireland's long struggle for Ireedom,

los � the eontinued reiNuney olthe Inish people to toreln

916. hen servinrin Irau. Barry loarmu of the aslo, RiNinr and as

ll lcared of th previoustuilure�
resistance movements y� wis

In 101o Tom Barrv rtumd

ne trer ouse Tom Barry adopted in 1915,NIhen he was aced l7.

Barry,seta
hix htiv ('ork an tlhere became

OgLegh na hErcnn, In the summer of 1919 Tom Barry joincd
thu

yystnve movement then being tomed und orgunised aroundhim,the

Brigade.

NlT aquainted with Irish history und becune aware of u new

,san intelligence offieer with the Curk No.3. (West (ork

No shots fired style for
West Cork in 1919 was u quiet spot lor the

revolt
British ovcupationforçes,with no shotsbeing tircd

na hfireaDn.teirish forceswere
in anger by the 1.R.A. at whut would now be temed alt

Chemy or puppet authorities "the syeurity
toree

demoralied oceupafion Iroops,

Kuerrilla war guinst the
Neverthuless,ruds for urms und guneral counter

Ilowever, Tom B:�ry'
axsert

insurgeney operu tionswere ntensitled by theBritish
duringthe carly months of 1920.

idation, avsavsination of innocent Barry's most tMous victory
ion to de Valera,shortly before

on the British,attackx
ured 1.R.A.prisoners, black prop

puopleund themurdering of capt

Where the Army umbushed and
was probably that at Kilmichacl. (olumn Cuult e cork Ply ing

allics comnmenced and they con.
ouse, eondenn. wiped out two lorry-louds of Aux

live years,at least, may havebeen
tinued with deadly cftuct until

tion

trom Too optinistic.
the end of tlhe war making West The Oglaighna hfireunnreply aries

invincib
Uhen, had Nevertheless,there is no doubt

oTA One of the "hottest" areas consisted ot unbushes,
sniping, Another substantial victory

that

resistance couldhave con
tinucd fora considerabletimc.

Skirmislhes with the enemy
ilttacks

or policeand militry was that at CrONsbarry, when

and training took up most of the informersand.t Burry's Flying Column of little
After the Iruce caimethe wa�

time ot the Army und, in August,
Cnt,

Tom Burr mprisonment in Ki.
1om Bary was made a

disruption of conmunicutions.
Fire was uscd by the Britisl) in

cusualties on an encireling enemy mainham jail by theree State.
Shortlyafterwardshe beeume rolk

0er terorcampgn, NativeIrish forceof more than 1,000 British After that war Tom Barry stayl

uctantiy, he admits,Commandant rillas from being otferedsheter troops,supportedhy armour and on in theOgli�h na hEireann and

PMhl

of the BrigadeFly ing Column.
en, uni the Truce a burning twice as muny loyalist

The Army answvercd this by
arti

Many other sueccexstul uctions, dant-..ne
rank ot

ose Tish liouses
such as theattackon Rosscarbery
R.I.C. barracks,took placeduring

The War of Independence is

Tom Barry and hisFlying Column fired bv the
ney are too many

regarde� as a classic of guerrilla

on the British forees. Spics and to discouragethe British in this to be l warfare (in which Tom Barry

informers were the source of particular typeof activity. DesDite Bislhop
('ohal:un's dec of the Army were conixd

Barry's Flyng Column wagcd
rec, thatanyone taking part in un by other liberation movements

this

threat, the network
Army recognised and identified against the mnd daring um bush was guilty ot murder and

FOKA. in Cypru:
such as the lrgun, in Palestine, th

smashed, cfectively leaving the

was included the infamous
terrorist

nmu
Essex Regiment (among its ranks Cork l.R.A,'s

rather poor know
Britisth

tactics in the Cork
arca

Major,later Lieut. Gen. Percival, lcdge ot explosivesin the initial people could defeat

so ignominioender Singaporewere similar to thoseemployed
in

Who
stages: despitethe presence of

industrial power in a colonial war
the

Six Countis today
raids for in 194 1), the

Auxiliaries and, of
DIUsn roops n the

therolCoonal power and

by making the situalion intol

urms and men, lortre and intun course,the Black and Tans. 300 armed Voluntcersof Oglaigh ithdraw.

THE IRISH NEWS Huge escort

DID NOT PRINT THIS LETTER for Joe
83 Andersonstown Road,
Belfast, 11. The

militant republicanswould be

- on the issue of trish
re-unifiçation.

daleMark II if it couldbe obtainedwould

for a change of personnel,ThisSunning deprivedof by British and Unionist Cahill
induced,if notobliged,to call off their be durable,and would be in Britain's

violence:control of thei

PORTLAOISE for Easter: That13th March, 1974
campaign of violence. This in turn would interests. It would be

like the entry of

and their own destinies. Then there
was the news for Joe Cah�, vet

allow the British forces to disengage de Valera's party into the FreeState.
would be no furtherviol�nce,

eran treedom ighter who, in a
Sir

and withdraw,a processwhich they
(5) "Our unionistneighbours"are not

Sur n J. P.
Lane

has issueda docu would welcome, if notwith gratitude,
(3) Those concernedwith civil rights unless being agentsof

A F Rnt

as follenenand of partnershin decency, justice, and Irish self-respect Britain i StreetHospitalearly ast weel

8th March 1974. It seeme to roforin shouldhave nothingto do withthe
Deculiarly nasty and brutal : As he was being taken to theway overmanv

waiting miitary ambulnce on 4
directly to a letter of mine which the tended to "'our unionistneighbouret S.D.L.P.It must be remembered that sensible. They haveviolentiv

the cause of democracv and indenondamust have been as
Irish News publishedsome months ago who "are sensible people,"They should

our new masters.They havemade then-
they are not an oppositionparty but

about the Witnessesfor Peace's rhetoric- havea hand in the shaping of a new
selves responsible, as the new govern

ence in lreland forcenturiesand are lavishnessof the atest and
al question"What Price Peace?"Perhaps Constitution for Ireland.

ment, for internment,repression and on a par with thosewho bave ken alia-jacketed troop, iflesat the
doingso still. They shouldnot be put order production,with is cast of

you would allow me spaceto comment
In reply I would sayon the proposalsin thedocument. I

Cal partY,Tormed atthe behestof Brit
legan injustice. They area British politi- the tradition of love of country of froody backns up the amed

formedCkng up the unishouldlike to make it clear thatIam (1)
Britain doesnot recogniseits in dom and

justice, and whom they haveconcernedonly with the merits of the
justice, Empires enmpioy only forceand �s. helped Britain to forceto "lie down. Bewidered shoppes and paproposals,having nothingbut admirat recogniseonly force, -and,of course,

mont made some sensebut talk abou
Stor They preventedthe achievementof ers-by drew comparisonswith the

ersonally and synpathy economics,In spite of losing most of independence in the 1920'sand
their

lack of surveillancu regardingtheforhis bereavermeot her direct colonies(we shouldbe a UnitedFront WITH Stormont makes
ill-gotten gainsof thatperiodshouldnoens and auhed when the

My answer to the question was: either a of ourselves for being the last)
none, be recognisedaslawfully theirs now.

victory for the Irish peopleor a total
Britain iss empire,however moth

by the leading miitary jeep

British victory. It seems to me
that these

eaten. Its empire -colonial one
(4) MilitantRepublicansare notthe The price of ie s in my opinion

off at high speed for Portlaoise

its imperialismis economic. instigators of violenceany more than
either

rhe
two munutes ahead of the rest of

proposalsfall into the second category.

be paraphrased
thevictimwho daresto strike back at freefrom Britain politicall

an Ireland the conoy:
compl

Sinceot
Sineparts an ssuein our present

(2)

only a first instalmentof succes,This

Sunningdaleis nota failure but

violence-the British Government, its

the bully, Let theoppressorscease their ally and culturally, or the enslavement moniation ogete "har

oielns would like to SecretServiceand Army, the Lovalist of the Irish peopleand culture genocideGardai is still some distancein the

injustice, nationally-mindedNortheroors

on both sidettheextremists organisations, and the SouthernGov me to lead to the second
alternative.

The proposalsunder discussion seem to
a co-ordinatorof security,ome

uture., What ii nooded perhaps,is

shouldunite ne o.D.L,P, both wings no emen, Lat the irish peopleobtain body who could roally naii the
� me epublican Movernent and others. much diffarm,t gdaleexcept wha theyvoted for in 1918 and were JAMES DALY

John Kelly neoody such as.

Thoughts onalong Conditioned?
net

eleon xth-year students, Public warned of
prison sentence

�m
Dublln,

s�t and ustenedtothe Parlim

captured weapons
ary proceedingsin the Stormont
Assembly one �ay

recently.

The sun will
stil be there to warm us.

hey were welcomed by Mr.

Education,
Che Minster of THE BRITISH

Military have when soldiers in
special murder

the rain to wet us, by party of schoolchildren.ftomronm rocket launcher,according to a

acquired possession of a PPG squadswere armed with Amalite
the sky will turn from blue to grey

the 26 Counties rifles and Thompson sub-machine

to black despite us,
id Dhore elaiohoNbriog guns,

The acquisition has not been pub: Their task was straight.for

and wemust be content to pass these years, licised by the enemy.
ward

Were shoot innoc

Mr. va Coopcr in 1y70 3AN:
ent civilians

these long and lonely years away fron that. "rBernadetteDevin goesto ol of the opinion that create confusion and dissention
and anti-British areas and thus

But how much richer will we be at last
will

per n Stormont
effort to discredit the RA
the British

mong thepeople.We believe that
when all this pain and living -Dalours Ptice,

Bornadcttewentto ccording to the statement.Reitle auncher now in

hey have done this in the pastScoula be used to the
death has passed?
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4 PLANKS

EACH ONE

BASEMENT

LITTLEJOHNS:

Were They Let Out?
TV VIEWING for prisoners at Mountjoy every prisoner is a potential escapee")
Prison fin�shes at 7.20 p.m. After that the whether anything more has been learned
prisoners get cocoa; then they are locked in from then.
their cells for the night.That is a time when

Mounjoy was never the most securethere is general movement in the prison.
prison in the State,and the journalistswhoand when the warders, who have just started
were taken around the prison last Novembcrthe evening shift, are most busy. It was at
were told that the damage done by thethat tinme in the evening that prisoners October riothad affected its security further.

organised their riot and their roof-squat
Representatives of th� Prison Officers

last October. And it was that time on
Association have said that maximum securityMonday, 1lth March, that the Littlejohn
COLU never be achieved by any modificationbrothers made their escape.

existing institutionsbut only by theOnly an hour before that they had been
onstruction of a new purp0se-built prison.culled up to the main building to meet their

Why were the Littlejchns,who were perhaps
solicitor, William Blood Smyth. He had moe Potentlal escapees than mostcome to Mountioy to see another client,and

there? The only available
decided to see them too. They gave no im alterouti

move them to Portlaoise,pression that they were expecting anything the usual pla

according to theDeSterm prisoners, butout of the ordinarv. Yet it is clear that theic
et, hey were not

escape had been carefully planned. They
in the classification ISonersserving longare very unlikely, to say the least, to have term sentences in Portlaoise

decided on the breakout on the spur of the
It is further held that they would havemoment. Their planning and precision beer

pyseal danger trom republicancaught the prison authoritiesflat-footedand

time folloi:s hO evidence thathas made the security-conscious Coalition PSOels.
Governnment look ridiculous. Littlejohns first

On the evening of March 1lth the Little
few weeks in Mount

Were dtempts

johns had been allowed to watch TV with to intimidate or barae
). Soe

the other prisoners. Prisoners are locked into
time after a few remand renukl

had tried to beat un Keith the brorho
their cells for the night at 8.00 p.m. The

others had

Littlejohns were never locked in that night.
a meeting with senior republicans in the

They left B-wing through a gate and a door
prison, and a truce was agreed. The

at the northern end (both the gate and door
authorities thenmselves were made aware of

are supposediy doubly locked), went down
the agreement

the few steps, and made their way across
The Littlejohns' contacts with other

the prison grounds to the south-east cornec
prisoners were irregular.In the first months

of the oatside wall. To do this, they had to
of their stay at Mountjoy they were com

pass the end of C-wing and D-wing where
pletely segregated, but they were later able

there would normally be guards on duty.
to meet some of the other inmates.They also

They were either not there,or not looking.
had. more continuous contact with any of

Conveniently, or by arrangement, there were
the prisoners confined to B-basement the

four planks close to the corner of the prison
*base' for disciplinaryreasons. Follow

grounds with which they were able to con
ing the October riot in which a number of

struct a make-shíft "ramp" to take them
prisoners and prison officers were injured,

over the wall. The Gardai wha patrol out
sone of those identified by the authorities

side the prison were either not there at the
as rouble-makers" were held in the "base"

tíme, or were not looking. None of that is ior a month. For most of the past year, B

conceivable without the most carefully co
basement, which has a capacity for 35

ordinated planning or the most monstrous
prisoners, has been occupied by the Little.

ineptitude on the part of the prison
iohns on their own, and the brothers have

authorities, It may well be a combination of

had recreation and visits on their own.

both. The Littlejohns were also relatively iso

More than two weeks after the escape the
lated from contacts in the outside world. and

Government is still maintaining silence on this seems to have changed very little with

the details and would appear to the outsider
time. There were occasional visits from

at least to be none the wiser for the two
friends from Britain one, for instance,

dramatic break-outs which have taken place
who canme over to arrange to take back cars

from Mountjoy within five months of cach
which Kenneth had owned: there were visits

other, Following the helicipter escape
last

from the various solicitorsuntil finally Mr.

ctober the Minister for Justice, Mr.
Blood Smyth took over their case and pur

Cooney, ordered an inquiry into prison
sued it through the various levels of appeal:

security at Mountjoy: it was to be carried
there were two visits and two visits only

out by a team beaded by Justice Finlay and in the course of the 12 nonths from un

including an ex-arny officer and an ex
official of the British Embassy.

Garda. The Minister has the findings of that Naturally enough, when an escape such

inquiry. but there is little to indicate that as the one on March IIth so cbviously re

recommendations arising from then �uires delailed plunint dnd soe kind of

On the Pemenled,
network both inside und outside the prison,

Liejonn escape the CGovernment euch of uhose who visited the Litlejohns falls
plaved its cards even closer to the chest, under some suspicion. But it is difficultto

elicit

the inf.rtstonsn the Dait loI took a flurr see how uny of their infrequent visitors

an inquiry was zould have borne messages relevant to an

eing carried ouu by official. scape. At most, they might have done it

ment of Justice Thi is heino besd unwittingly.

seems. hy Gard Superintendent Daly Th: 1 Was CCrtainly a kable coincid
Bcitieidenceinguiry has been completed. but .he viSTrom he British

aeain its finding'swill b the so official took pace
oincidence.� the 1inisier. and we nmay no kt remar

ttie neX e:Cup (in Minister Cooney's w:rls or a deliberately planned "blind lead." Ag

Embassy otticial would only visit a British

prisoner in an Irish jail if callcd upon to do
so by the prisoner concerned. There are

about twenty British nationals at present irn
Irish jails. In this casc the brothers had
asked to see somebody about personal

matters mainly relating to their wives"

finances.

The main contact the Littleiohns had from

day to day, and, indeed, their main contact

With the outside world, other than through

their s�icitor, were the Warders. 1n two Way

the prison staff d the gOvernors
ible for them (Mountjntjoy nas no
at the moment, but

is run by one ot
deputy governors attached to tne prison sel
vice; the new appointee

Goverbepost was transferred to Portlaoise with

republican prisoners late last year) must
Carry the burden tor an extraordinary in

first place they have been
CIdet:nefficient in carryinsgrossly in

surveillance
ltollin

r normal

1ee and
secondly, some of them have either
used as go-betweens for an escape bid,

organised
i

Some other capacity, actively
it.

In the planning of the escape, the Little

johns set up some "blind leads"-for that
is the only way one can understand the
noisily started and quietly finished hunger

strikeand the obviously planted addresses
and maps found on Keith when he was
re-captured and the visitfrom the Embassy

official.Finally, the one bar sawn through

enEWds designed to mislead and

window bdid not leave by tthe cell

prison officerepen door. How could

lave noticed the sawn
through bar, unless they did not want to?

Not all the prison staff were, or could
have been, aware of an escape plan. If it

existed, the warder who was outside the
prison wall at the time of the escape, did
not know about

it; he pursued Keith as he
hobbled away from the prison and caught
him by the bridge over the canal, about 400
yards away from the point of escape. The
same warder has not been seen in the prison
since.

There have been enouglh incidents in re
cent months to remind the authorities that
security in Mountjoy is not all that it might
be. Indeed, on a number of occasions they
have made moves to remedy the situation,
but these have been very partial merely
stop-gap measures. There was, for instance,
an armed guard on Mountjoy until June of
last vear. If it was ever necessary, why did
it then become unnecessary? There is a

Special Branch patrol on Mountjoy around
the clock. but ilis simply a nunber � S.B.
men sitting in a car in front of the prison;
they are not even ina position to watch
"suspicious" movements around the prison

if that
is what they are suppOsed to be

doing. The few measures which have been
taken appear to have been directed primarily
al political 'prisoners but the main bulk

� ihese have been moved out of Mountjoy
now. Joseph Kavanagh's suicide last August
and Francis Murtagh's threeweek jumping
of parole leave reveal quite different de
ficiencies in the prison regime.

No malter how lax the security at Mount
joy there are still 220 staff to about

prisoners and there was an especially close
guard on the Littlejohns -bby virtueof their
iNolationalone.There are grounds to

criticise

the prison authoritiesfor weak security.But
i could not explain the extraordinary series
� coincidences which allowed the
Litlejohns to muke their escape. That is
only explained by a worked out plan in

which mployee of the public service are
implicated.


