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RETURN OF A

ON Sunday evening last, Sth June, the body of
Michael Gaughan was laid to rest forever in the
soil he loved so dearly. The ways of God are in-
deed strange: for little did this poor immigrant boy
leaving his home in Ballina eight years ago know
he would return a hero. How little did his poor
mother, who hed over his childhood, guiding
his steps, listening to his childish requests, enjoy-
ing his childish laughter and kissing away his little
tears, ever realise that her son would, within the
space of a few short years by his great will power,
strength of character and great sacrifice in the
cause of the land he loved, be spoken of with love
and admiration by millions of people of all races
in God’s creation.

UPHEAVAL

Little could this poor Irish mother have foreseen
that Michael, her eldest child, would by his great-
ness cause such upheaval in such places as
Leinster House, the House of Commons in Eng-
land, and in the English hierarchy of the church to
which he belonged. Even before his tortured and
wasted body was cold in the gloom of the British
hell-hole in which he spent his last days, the old
campaign of vilification used against all Irish
patriots by England and her minions was put in
motion. Like Casement and McSwiney, Michael
Gaughan is feared most in death. His enemies,
both native and foreign, did not even wait until
his burial was over to launch their campaign of
vicious hate.

THE DUBLIN QUISLINGS

History will be hard on the quisling crew who
now hold power in Dublin claiming (falsely) to be
the Government of the Irish Republic. Not one
word was spoken on behalf of Michael Gaughan
and his_fellow hunger-strikers by that cowardly
bunch and their fellow travellers in the Six
Counties, the SDLP. Once the Foreign Minister
Fitzgerald was requested to intervene on their be-
half, but he refused.

Then when Michael Gaughan died Cosgrave
found his voice to say: “No military style funeral
will be allowed”; and Minister for Justice Cooney
attempted to discourage people from attending
the funeral. And in the Six Counties the SDLP
suddenly realised there were other hunger-
strikers, so Gerry Fitt (who has been accused by
a British Labour MP of opposing the return of the
prisoners), John Hume (who said “it's the Price
sisters and their comrades who are responsible

for Long Kesh”) and Paddy Deviin (who with the
others wined and dined and sang all night at Sun-
ningdale for the amusement of the British mur-
derers of his people, while a few miles away the
Price sisters and their comrades were undergoing
a form of torture that defies description) all sud-
denly took a great interest in the remaining hunger
strikers. Seemingly they believe most of the
people can be fooled all of the time.

REACTION IN ENGLAND

No one will be surprised at the fuming, puffing
British MPs spitting out hatred, ranting and raving
in the English House of Commons over the funeral
procession through the Irish part of London. From
every corner of that iniquitous den come howis for
more Irish blood—the blood of his comrades who
braved the hostility of England’s partial security
forces to ensure Michael Gaughan got a funeral
worthy of a soldier of the Irish Republic.

Demands are being made for arrests and prose-
cutions, demands that a funeral such as
Gaughan's will never be allowed in England again,
demands for action against the priest who offici-
ated at the funeral and the church that allowed
his body to rest within its walls for one night.

CLOSED THEIR EYES

The hypocrites who kept their eyes and mouths
closed during the mass parades of cudgel wielding
thugs dressed in para-military uniform on the
streets of Belfast and other Six County towns a
few weeks ago are now screaming over the wear-
ing of dark dress by a few dignified Irish Republi-
cans at a hero’s funeral in London.

The reason for the ranting in the ““Mother of
Parliaments” is clear indeed. The British vampires
are angered and annoyed by the massive funeral
of Michael Gaughan. In spite of police intimida-
tion beforehand, 10,000 people travelled behind
the ins at Crickl d Broadway and from
there to Kilburn, a distance of approximately 1}
miles, 20,000 followed his remains (figures given
by a senior police officer), and almost every busi-
ness premises on Kilburn High Road closed as the
funeral passed. Is it any wonder that the imperial-
ists of England with his blood on their hands are
seething with rage? |

VICTIMISATION OF FR. CONNOLLY

At least action has been taken on one of the

demands by the devil's crew. Father Connolly,
who attended the funeral on its long journey from
Parkhurst to the final resting place in Ballina, h?s
been suspended from his duties as parish priest at
Wolverhampton.

The indecent haste with which this took piace
is indeed an indication of the attitude of the Eng-
lish Catholic towards the Irish claim for freedom
and justice and all who would dare support it. Not
waiting for his return, a letter was handed to him
at the funeral in Ballina from his ‘Bishop stating
that he had been relieved of his duties in his parish.

PRIEST'S “CRIME”

Father Connolly’s crime is that he attended the
funeral of his cousin and at that funeral he praised
the faith and courage of the dead man, stating that
the cause he served was a noble and just one.
But then Fr. Connolly was speaking over the re-
mains of an Irish hero and patriot and apparently
this is not allowed by the English Bisliops and
Cardinal.

It is fine for a Bishop Tickle to come over here
and praise the British garrison of soldiers and in
particular the Paras, whose members mass mur-
dered defenceless civilians in Derry, or for
Cardinal Heenan himself to come and visit the dif-
ferent bands of British soldiers who terrorise the
Catholic ghettos of the North.

TREATMENT NOT NEW

The treatment meted out to Fr. Connolly is not
new to Irish priests who take the side of justice
for Ireland. We can recall the enforced exile of
Father Albert and Father Dominic and of hundreds
more. Their cross was indeed a heavy one, and
was made no lighter by the great love they bore
for the land of their birth.

But when duty called, as in the case of Father
Connolly, they answered and bore true witness to
Christ's teaching by taking a stand on the side of
right and justice. They have not been forgotten,
nor will Father Connolly. Lovingly will he be re-

bered and iated with the name and
memory of Michael Gaughan forever in Ireland.

A full account of the funeral of Michael
Gaughan will appear in next week’s issue.
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Bought with British Bribes

THE freedom fighters, by their campagin over the
last five years, succeeded where no generation
had succeeded before. They abolished and pulled
down in ruins the puppet English regime at Stor-
mont, headed by that arch-terrorist and murderer,
Prime Minister Brian Faulkner.

This removal of the Stormont parliament,
erected and consolidated by the surrender of
1921, was but the removal of the first roadblock
on the road to Irish independence. But it was a
very important road-block for it could be said to
be the foundation stone of the British imperial
edifice in Ireland.

Through their Constitution Act, the British set
out to reconstruct the Stormont parliament, act-
ing on the belief that “a rose by any other name
would smell as sweet".

They sent over that arch fraud and hypocrite,
William Whitelaw, to mouth ine-sounding phrases
about democracy and power-sharing and freedom
for all sections of the community.

Even whilst he was mouthing these platitudes,
Willie Whitelaw, to mouth fine-sounding phrases
of terror, worse even than the reign of terror un-
leashed by the Black and Tans.’

Prisoners were tortured. Men, women and
children were murdered. Civilians were beaten up
in their homes and on the streets. And internment
without trial was continued under a new name.

But Whitelaw could not succeed. He'was faced
with the angry might of innocent people nited in
their determination to wring freedom from the re-
luctant hands of their overlords.

NATIVE COLLABORATORS

Whitelaw was faced with a blank wall. He could
not succeed unless he could find some naive
Catholic Irish collaborators. Once he realised that
he bent his whole energies in that direction.

Sad to relate, he succeeded only too well af(er
some initial failures. First, he tried to persuade and
cajole the IRA leadership of Oglaigh na hEireann.
But the IRA leaders insisted upon a declaration by
the British of their intent to withdraw their troops
from Ireland, to cease interfering in the internal
affairs of the Irish nation.

This Whitelaw absolutely refused to do. As a
consequence the truce of that-short period of ne-
gotiations broke down and the War of Indepen-
dence was resumed with renewed vigour.

Whitelaw had to look elsewhere for
stooges.

He knew, of course, that he had wnlllng tools
amongst all the political leaders of the Dublin
assembly. These men, in order to secure their own
jObS, were guite willing to help the British to re-
‘uild the statys quo.

They wanted to see Stormont rebuilt because a
um;edérehmd as far as they were concerned,

Irish

hitelaw was quite sure of his grounL‘ as. far
#he Dublin politicians were concuned i
/- BEIr support, however, was not enoug
‘carry lhg‘dl,ul through. If the new Stormont’wefe
1o be credible at all it would have 10 haye a pro-
portion of Camollc polmcmus in it who" would Wp-
pear to huvc some say in lhe..govumuq pr RS
of the occupu.d térritory. ;

So Whm 2lawy turned hlb attention to \’IL,

SDLP)
Whuelaw Lps shrewd: 'He knew ‘ox:
he was domé Ha knew that men such /3
Hume, Cume' Fobper and O’ Hanlon
for p vaona! pow and on that hug

0{ become ministers; ov’ .
time the SDLP o er p‘Tgs
i

of the power-sharing agreement.

They gave up all claims for the immediate end-
ing of internment and they agreed to become part
of a new, British-controlled administratioii.

n due course, Whitelaw appointed them mem-
bers of the executive (ministers of the Crown),
and the stage was set for the final betrayal, which
took place on Sunday, 9th December at Sunning-
dale in England.

On that night Gerry Fitt appeared on BBC TV
and radio advocating the extension of British law
to the whole island of Ireland through common
security measures, common law enforcement,
special courts, or whatever legal apparaa stun...d
special courts, or whatever legal apparatus and
civil service of the Dublin and Westminster re-
gimes eventually would work out for the purpose
of crushing the freedom struggle.

Fitt and his SDLP colleagues have given up all
claims to Irish unity. They express now only a
mere hope that, some day, it will be achieved with
the consent of the British garrison in Ireland.

They have been a party to a suggestion that a
document 'recognising English overlordship. in Ire-
land be deposited as'a legal agreement with the

United Nations. §

All of them have accepted the Queen’s shilling
and until the Executive fell, were guarded by the
gun bullies of the Special Branch of the RUC,

It is a far cry from 5th October, 1968, when Fitt,
Hume and Ivan Cooper marched at the head o@a
Civil Rights demonstration in Derry, or when Fitt
appeared on British and Irish TV screens, stream-
ing blood from wounds received after the crack of
an RUC baton.

It is a far cry from the days when the British
Minister, Paddy Devlin, was a Republican prisoner
in the Crumlin Road Jail (1940) at the time Joe
Cahill was there.

The wheel has gone full circle, Whitelaw’s gold
did the trick. The SDLP leaders sold themselves
and their people to the master race.

They became the instruments of colonial op-
pression. They have committed national treason
openly and they dared to advocate repressive
measures against those who would continue the
fight for freedom.

Treachery never pays. This time the dividends
were smaller " because they were or shorter
duration.

Mammy cried again last night,
I'miss you Daddy too,

Won’t you come back home again,
All we need is you,

The soldiers called again last night,

And you'd know it when they do.

And sacrifices must be made,
And God we’ve made a few,

And how | pray for peace to come,
But the price of peace is dear.

For some are crying out for peace

g hznr:,dm ‘only one thing: the end of their mem‘; w0, dad y fight.on :
: inatiory, % E ‘N Why fight a??vqr for, than?lﬁ”ﬁlﬂs vm‘&lnok on, you with scorn. X&

W ¢»:’ You'll rule this land one day,

Sit upon my knee my son and try to understand,
It's notan easy task to choose to fight and free your land,

I cry myself to sleep some nights when | lie and think of you;
And how I miss your Mother and holding her so near,

Then Daddy put away your gun and you can come back.home,
And you can comfort mamniy when she is all alone;

‘ Hold me close my hftlc son and Ilstan while | say, FAR R
"Tis you and your's{l’m fighting Yor, :

1. So hul(:pyour head up high my hoy,

THE PRICE OF JUSTICE

They searched the whole house through,
They said they’d catch you out one day,
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The COncebt of : Law

Offences ‘Against the

\

State Act

Y SR
IN* 1939, the’ Government of Mr. de Valera intro-
duced the Offences Against the State Act. This
Act was introduced in the wake of renewed ac-
tivity by the IRA both in Ireland and in Britain.
However, it is important to note that the Act,no-
where refers to the IRA by name. Part 3, section
18, seeks "to regulate and control in the public
interest the exercise of the ‘constitutional right of
citizens to form associationss.

From the practical standpoint the important as-
pect of this is that an organisation which comes
into conflict with the provisions of the section will
not simply be amenable to the sanctions of the
law by way of fines or imprisonment of its mem-
bers for breaches of the legal code, but will “if -
and whenever the Government are of opinion’"
that an organisation is unlawful it shall be lawful

feor. thé Government ta:make-a suppres;:gq,,o&gdt

¥ agamst such an organisatiox,. Here we have:
x;raos;jgary power conferred” upon the Gc{yer
y%m to~take an aibltrary decision without refej
hnce o any cQurt of law in a matter wjﬂ:hl
volves the citizen’s constitutional dght 10

assomauonsjsaﬂon 19, sub-section 4:/ |'A; Sup
\pression order shall be conclusive' evidente;fo
p§:

% that the organlsatlo w whlch lt[e,,)
wiul orgamsatlon

ression order to the High Court and
ithe Supreme Court. The effects of
are, however, in our opinion, cancelled

Sectno
out by the provisions of Section 21, Sub-Section
4. This Section gives power to the authorities to
hold in custody any person who has been charged
with membership of an illegal organisation not-

withstanding that the person concerned is,
through the courts, seeking to establish that the
organisation to which he belongs is in fact legal.
It is easy to envisage an innocent person being
detained in custody for months pending the deter-
mination of court proceedings.

The powers conferred upon the authorities by
this Section reverse the proposition of the com-
mon law—that a person is presumed innocent
until proved guilty beyond a reasonable doubt. A
victmi of this Sectien must first prove his inno-
cence and while seeking to do so may-continue to
suffer xmprlsonment Th"s is all the more heinous
when bne reﬂects that the Governmem need only
be “of opinion” tha n organisation is in fact

<

illegal. ,?,

It should be remem!
where criminal acts are :
person mere opinion of & prosecuuo would not
be tolerated by the couftgaf first indtance if that
were all.that the proseqg onaﬂerﬁd in its efforts
1o establish a prima faci¢*$ase.

Section 34: This Section prowdcs 1or dismissal
from their employment of persons conwcted of a
“scheduled offencé” by the Special Criminal
Court. This, of courge, adds further hardship and
suffering to the pegfon conceriied and to his inno-
cent dependants/It is the function of the courts
to mete out whdtgver punishffienthe law permits
to convicted wromgdoers. Bft we are happy to be
able to-say that in cases where mandatory sen-

t
that in ordi
ged aganns' an accused

inary cases

tences are not demanded by law, compassion is *

invariably exercised, regard almost always being
shown for the convicted person’s family and de-
pendants and the likely consequences a prison
sentence would have upon a breadwinner. How-
cver, this Section gives the Government power to
supplement the punishment of the courts with its
own punishment. Recently we had an example of
this power being exercised in a most savage man-
ner against the headmaster of a Waterford schoal,
Mr. Dona! Whelan. We submit that the punish-
ment of a noffender is the business of the courts

_nowledge that in certain caies involving pers:

rowdes for an appeal to be ,smadess

and that the Government’s actiong are at vananc
with the provisions. of the constitution. We' | A
employed by State or semi-:State bodies that d
culties could arise havmg"rega to the nature of
the person’s office’ or employ t, and we ad-/
vance the following proposnthn for eonsuderauon Y,

If in a proper case it was felt by Government
that a person due to his convictionwas unsuited
1o continue in State or semi-State :ponsq:ed‘em
ployment, then the way to detem;L
would be to have the case placed
perly  constituted judicial inquiry ma
lawyers and presided over by judge of’ S P
Courts and at which both pa&\qn gould b?’
fessionally represented.
The S:Eemal Crnmmal Court wls set

Offences

Wi n":ﬁé’“'

up?

a crime e consent of the Attoma\y General had
still to be obtained to have these: cﬁ&med by
the ordinary courts. The salient point bemg that on
the instructions of the Attorney General the ac-
cused pérson might.be deprived of his right to
trial by jury.

In 1972 the O#ences Against the State
(Amendment) Act was placed upon the Statute
book. This gave further teeth to the parent Act of
1939, if such were needed.

Section 3, Sub-Section 2 of this Amendment;
Act states: “Where an officer of the Garda Sio-
chana not below the rank of Chief Superintendent,
in giving evidence in proceedings relating %o an
offence under the said Section 21, states that he
believes that the accused was at @ material time a
member of an unlawful organisation, the state-
ment shall be evidence that he was then such a
member.”’ ¥

This Section confers upon the Chief Superin-
tendent the unique privilege of having his belief in
respect of the accused given the force.of an evi-
dential fact. He is not obliged to furnish reasons
for his belief. It places upon the accused person
the burden of proving that he is not a member of
an illegal organisation. A moment’s thought will
leave no one in doubt as to the almost impossible |
task set him. We feel it fair to' say that no jury.
would accept as evidence the:mere belief of a
Garda officer, They would require something a
great deal more substantial, whatever the direc-
tion of the presiding judge might be as to the state
of the law in the matter. But judges are bound to
take note of the law in arriving at their decisions,
thus Section 3, Sub-Section 2, gives formidable
power to the Gardai in trials of agcused persons
before judges only, as of course hqppens in the
Special Criminal Court.

We wish to conclude this articlp with a quota-
tion from “Freedom at Stake” by Peter Archer
and Lord Reay, the former a barrigter, the latter a
political scientist: “From the moment when the
first regulation treats a human being as something
less, the whole framework of democracy is in
danger. For one oppressive law will in time re-
quire to be supplemented by anqther. And each
new provision will add a further tarm to the voca-
bulary of oppression. Worsa it will further inocu-
late the puhlic conscience.” \

—Issued by the Assoclation for Lagal Justice
(DublinBranch) 1
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SAS GROUP, IS
ACTIVE HERE

A GROUP of féur SAS men, spotted in Dublin and
Bray ro;ontly, could be involved in a plot to assas-

nate & major political figure in the 26 Counties in
J‘\lm:h a way as to qu blame on Oglmgh na h jreann

s expressed by an Irish.
8 official in the Mnddle

given i

Por ia
x-UN man, now
P

p 3 multi-million pour
§er ‘said that he ha
P

‘ he said. “Their chief role is
politicians and guerrilla leaders
D | rule in such British- dommmd

ntres as South Yemen. -

ymes from Co. Tipperary.
* By political a:sassmatlon here, the SAS could

FR. FAUL NOTE TO
ENGLISH JAIL CHIEF

FATHER Denis Feul, of Dungannon, has written
to the Governor of Wakefield Prison, Yorkshire,
about ‘2; “alleged inhuman ill-treatment”’ of a
Tyrone-born man on hunger strike in the jail.

Sean" Campbell (28), a native of Mountjoy,
Coalisland, is believed to_have been on hunger
strike since last Wednes&y in protest against
visiting regulations at the prison. He is not allowed
any contact with relatives; dunng visits and is
separated from them by a “’screen’’.

Campbell was one of the' %uton Three's Jailed
last Decempber for cohspiracy to rob. He was given
a 10-year sentence, bgt Ere Paul said that the
statement given by™ ,enneth‘ Lennon to  the.
National Council for CIV«. |be‘|;ms suggested that
the thrée men were “set\ ! by the Englvsh Spe-
cial Branch.

Father Faul said Campbell tol
Mary, and three young childre
under the present regulationsfj
fast he has been removed to Hin
is being kept in solitary confif 2

“*Fr. Faul visited Campbell the was awa§ ng

trial, but was refused visits ‘on

after the trial.

Campbell was subjected to a
abuse about the other Irish hungd¥" stril
tngland, Fr. Faul said, and he al%o claima

had been refused proper fgnlmaa to ah, im to
continue With his studies. ., ', ®
y = T
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Whep in Lisnagken, call at. ...° .

FRANK'S BAR
Home of Traditional So"nd Music
MAIN STREET ./ ' LISNASKEA

i

JAMES CAREY
; and 'G | Hard
Merchants

Crown Paint and ‘Wallpaper Specialist
PHONE: LISNASKEA 337
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Sister of Frank Stagg writes to —

MRS. JOAN FELL

— Mother of Fr. Patrick Fell

THE following is a letter sent to Mrs. Joan Fell,
mother of Father Patrick Fell, from a sister of
Frank Stagg :

“Dear Joan,

Many thanks for your welcome letter received
this morning. These are the true facts as | know
them and as | have already reported them to a
reporter in England. Proinnsias was convicted on
November 1st and sentenced to ten years’ impris-
onment. He was held in Winson Green until the
Tuesday before Christmas and then he was sent
to the Albany, Isle of Wight. He received his first
visit on the Saturday after Christmas. This was a
closed visit. He remained in one room and his
visitors had to shout down a grill from another
room. The grill was so placed that he had to put
his ear to it and listen; therefore, he could not look
through the glass at his wife or his sisters whilst
holding conversation. Three warders remained
with Proinnsias throughout the visit, and three
policewomen were with his visitors throughout.
They were searched, and all personal belongings
locked away before being allowed into this room
for the visit. Everyone concerned with this visit
was most distressed, and Proinnsias then vowed
ne would not allow his wife or family or himself to
be subjected to this harassment any more, and so
he refused any further visits until such time as he
was allowed similar visits to fellow inmates,
namely the great train robbers, etc., who are al-
lowed open visits with their families in a common
visiting room where many prisoners have their
visits at one time. They are allowed to have tea
and cigarettes together and talk freely on all press-
ing problems which arise within a family at such
a time as this. This without prison officers listen-
ing in. He was then offered sewing of mail bags as
work, but this he refused to do on the grounds o:
being a political prisoner. He is convicted of peing
a Commanding Officer of an IRA Unit in Coventry.

On 7th April Veronica was informed by phone
that Proinnsias had been on hunger strike for
eight days and was then very weak and in low
spirits. Next day we rang the prison and after
lengthy conversations with the assistant governor
we were informed he had not taken any solid food
for eight days, but he was in very good condition.
On 11th April he was removed from the Albany
and taken to the hospital wing of Parkhurst prison
because of his deteriorating condition. We got in
touch with Mr. William Wilson, MP for Coventry
South. He contacted the Home Office, and after
much ado Frank’s wife and Veronica got an open
visit with him on Wednesday, 17th April. The
usual searching took place and all bags and be-
longings locked away,

Frank was in a state of hysteria on seeing them
and kept talking about the dreadful conditions he
had been held under in the Albany for three
months and three weeks. He was constantly held
in the punishment block. He had to wash, eat,
sleep 2nd go 1o the toilet in his cell which meas-
ured eight feet by eight feet. His toilet was rarely
cleaned out. It was left in his cell for days on end.
He‘ was sleeping on planks, even in his weak con-
dition after ten days’ hunger strike. There were
rats in his cell, and this is not denied by the Home
Office. Veronica and Bridie had both to be treated
by a doctor on their arrival home from this visit.
| then deeided to go back to Coventry and went
on the next visit to Parkhurst on Saturday, 20th
April

Qp seeing Frank | thought my eyes were de-
ceiving me. He was a typical looking man on the
last stage of cancer, and the smell from the thrush
in his mouth would make a lesser trained person
ill. Of course | said nothing to Frank about this
smell, but he kept on referring to it himself, and
asking us if we had a spray he could put on him-
self. No mouth wash was given to him. He told
us over and over again of the conditions in the
Albany. He was extremely weak and his mind
seemed muddled at times. He kept on pulling the
dry skin off his lips. He was barely able to shuffle

along. Oh, poor Frank, | could just not believe it.
| drove from Coventry, 120 miles, then went by
ferry to Cowes from Southampton. This takes one
hour, then by taxi to the prison. He contrived to
beg us to get something done for him as his be-
longings were being held in the Albany and was
thinking he would be sent back there. We kissed
him and made our dreary way back to Coventry.

The one horror | had at this stage was he was
too weak to drink water to keep his kidneys out
and that he would die. He asked to see somebody
in charge before leaving that day. We did see one
person, who said he knew nothing of Frank’'s
condition or what fluid intake he had. On Monday,
22nd April his wife was rung at her place of work
in Coventry and asked to come and see Frank on
Wednesday, 24th April. | again accompanied
Bridie. Mauren also came with us on this visit. On
arrival in the yard of the prison the chaplain was
waiting for us and made reassuring noises that
everything was alright. We continued into the
hospital wing and instead of going to the visiting
room we were shown into the cell where Frank
lay, unable even to sit up'in bed. His face was all
swollen and bruised and-his lips bleeding, and one
of his front teeth was loose. On seeing him,
Maureen fainted and had to be taken to another
cell and the doctor and the priest brought to her.
Frank told us of the savage attack that was made
on him by four warders on Monday at 10 a.m.
They thought to pour a thick liquid from a mug
down his throat and in the struggle that ensued
he was injured to the extent | have already de-
scribed above. This again took place on the Tues-
day morning, and with growing weaker all the
time he became unconscious and remained in this
state until the Wednesday morning when a kidney
specialist was called in, and he was then fed by
a tube without struggle as he had no longer the
strength to do battle with them. Doctor Cooper
was a party to this inhuman treatment of a dying
man. There was blood spattered on the wall and

skid marks on the tiled floor for all to see. Maureen
recovered after one and a half hours in the other
cell and coaxed back in to see him again as he
was really worrying about her. On Saturday, 4th
May | went again to see him only to learn he had
not had a feed since 29th April. This was go
weaken him so much that there would be no re-
sistance to the feeding, or so Doctor Cooper said.
| think, and | am a trained nurse, it is to damage
him beyond repair, either his kidneys or brain.
Since then he has only been fed on three occa-
sions, namely the 15th, 16th and 17th May. In
God’'s name, what do they mean to do this to a
man who has never harmed anyone or damaged
anything? | worked in the hospitals in England for
eighteen years, but | have now retired to Ireland to
live, because | found myself being unable to be
kind, even to the old and infirm. My Mum and Dad
do not know the full extent of the barbaric treat-
ment being meted out to their beloved Proinnsias,
and this leaves a further burden on us to try and
keep a brave face to them. | am sure that in this,
our greatest hour of need, God will come to our
assistance.
Thanking you, Joan, for your welcome help.
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