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RLNENBER BLUODY SUNDQY

The following'is an open letter to the British left issued by the
Revolutionary Communist Group 'in support of the- Bloody Sunday Commemoration
called by Prov15lonal Sinn Feln.

Dear Comrades,

'National self—determlnatlon is. the same as the struggle for complete tz

national liberation, for. complete independence, ajainst annexation, 2
and socialists cannot - without ceasing to be socialisks — reject

such a struagle in whatever form, right down to an uprising or war,'
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On 30th January 1972, 14 unarmed ' Irish people were' shot “and killed by the

British ‘army ‘in“Oerry, - This slaughter'is hommemorated annually by Irish: 7
Republicans because this event 'showed®so clearly the role of the British army e
in Ireland, ~In Britain socialists ‘shiould take -the ‘opportunity to commemorate %
the victims ‘of British imperialismy to shou ‘their*opposition to British

3 domination of ‘Irelandy and to ‘demonstrate ‘their support ‘for-the - struggle of

the Irlsh people agalnst British 1mperlallsm. ;
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s Provisional 'Sinn Fein is‘“organising a-march in London to ‘commémorate Bloody
Sunday. Sinn Fein’is in the ‘leadership~of the“struggle agalnst British®
imperialism im ‘Irelands  'It7is therefore the duty ‘of Britishisocialists to -
give their unquallfled support to the Slnn Feln demonstratLOh.

Sinn Fein have made clear, in calllng this partloular demonstratlon, that

&= it will not consider participating in a march jointly organised ‘with ‘the-
& British left. Attempts are being made within the British left .to.use -this
E: as an excuse. for holding a separate ‘demonstration on its own, There is no

such justification, The Sinn Fein have every right to call their own
demonstration,. .and that they .are doing .so .is_ a.clear rebuke to the British
left,  They are saylng that they have no, confldence in the. :ability. of. the
British left .to appose Brltlsh 1mper1allsm., They have witnessed the -pathetic
& level of . 'support' whloh has .been forthcoming in the" entlre perlod of, the s
struggle, Here is a clear opportunity for the British left to throw off its

;; chauvinism and, instead of giving way to the pressures of British imperialism,
2 to 'give way' for once to the demands of the opponents of British imperialism,
by Then, and only then, can Sinn Fein ‘put any'trust in the British left,
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[ But instead of accepting this ‘rebike “and correécting their behaviour, the

& British left stubbornly continues on, :its chauvinist course, accusing the

Sinn Fein of 'spllttlng the movementlulﬁ There can .be no reason, short of
outright chauv1nlsm, for Fa;l'ng te §opport"the Slnn Fein march wholeheartedly,
This is the only revolutlonary’baSLS for unity of the British left against
British imperialism.  ‘Anything'“else’is ‘a capltulatlon to British imperialism,
and a chauvinist attempt to put Sinn .Fein .on an. equal basis with the British
left, One is leading the struggle of the Irlsh people for self-determlnatlon,,
the other has failed to put up..any serlous OpPOSltan to British imperialism,
How can the two p0531bly be equated? ‘The endless torrent of speeches and
articles about 'Soelel,;ﬁ.tﬁ,ym..t.y,u.‘,mhlgh,.guah;,_.f.xom...i:.he.,..Br,lt,;.Lsh left stands in
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sharp contrast to ‘its: refusal to unite iny actlon wlth Slnn Feln. Revolutionary

3;vun1ty, it ‘seems, is .an, all—Brltlsh affair = hbw dare the Irish, organisatidns

interfere with 'revolutlonery regroupment' by demandlng that the left unite'
1n support of them! pro A VRN c g ; : L

The attacks on Sinn Fein are not new, They start with the ruling class and
seep down, through the Labour and Communist Parties, down into the British
radical left., If only Sinn Fein would stop its 'divisive' struggle, we are
told, the ruling class could have its peace, and the left would have its
'vorking=class unity's These fables are simply an.attack on the anti-
imperialist struggle and should be vigorously repudiated,

This Bloody Sunday commemoration is the last chance for the British left,

It can either support the Irish people or support British imperialism,

There is no middle ground. Every organisation which claims to oppose British
imperialism's domination of Ireland should show that they do so by coming

on the Sinn Fein demonstration., The choice is very simple and very clear,
The slightest equivocation can only be 1nterpreted as ‘a 'refusal to oppose
Brltlsh imperialism,

The Revolutionary Communist Group calls upon your organisation to support

the Sinn Fein demonstration., . If you refuse you will be directly aiding
British imperialism, - You will be aiding British imperialism by dividing the
movement; by isolating Sinn Fein and leaving them to face attacks by the
British state on their own; by preferring to unite with other cowardly and
chauvinist British left groups instead of commemorating the victims of
British imperialism, -opposing British .imperialism and supportlng the struggle
of the Irish people., Bloody Sunday 78 aives you a cholce, either. help build
an anti-imperialist movement in solidarity with the Irish people or undermine
opposition to British imperialism in both Britain and Ireland, - The -
consequences -of your decision are-clear:-a.gain for the anti-imperialist
movement in Ireland and Britain, or a gain for the British ruling class.

~ UWe ask you to publlsh thls letter in your press, and to reply to 1t.

Yours fraternally,r

ReuOlutronary:Communlét?Groupf'” S

We call on you to support’the Provisional Sinn Fein demonstratlon and to
fight for support in your organlsatlon, trade union branch or student uniscn,
A1l supporters' “of Hands 0ff Treland! ‘are welcome to march behind the

'Hands Off Ireland' banner ‘or the banner of the Revolutlonary Pommunlst Group.

. DEMONSTRATION .-

Sunday..January .29th 1978

“‘Assemble 2,00pm Speakers Corner
Depart 2 30pm, marchlng to whltehall

Public Meeting: Remenber‘éloodyjsundayr The~StrugglevContinuesf

Those groups who have pledged support ‘for the Sinn Fein march ‘are holding a
public meeting to commemorate Bloody Sunday ‘and ‘to ‘rally ‘support for the

demonstration, All who recognlse the 1mportanoe of this eVent are urged to
attend the meeting.

_ Tuesday 24th January at 7.15pm
NUFTO Hall, Jockeys Fields, .London WC1
(off Theobalda _Road, “snear Gray's Inn)
Nearest 8 Chs Apry Lanes Admission ' 20p.




