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Nationalism

.and socialism

ALL THESE lectures are inter-linked and have as their collective purpose the
creation of a greater consciousness and depth of understanding of what republican-
ism is and what it means to be a republican. This particular lecture will concern
itself with the inter-relationship of nationalism and socialism in republican philos-
ophy. : '

Sections of the ultra-left and certain pro-imperialist tendencies seek to suggest that nationalism
and socialism do not mix except to produce fascism. Again, we are periodically informed by
sections of the establishment or other pro-imperialist media that ‘Sinn Fein has moved to the
left’ has ‘embraced socialism’. This type of commentary often produces a deal of confusion
and uncertainty within the Movement, particularly amongst younger members who may not
have the awareness, knowledge or experience to answer it. It is hoped and intended that this
lecture will include answers to such nonsense.

To achieve an understanding of the connection between nationalism, socialism and republican-
ism it is necessary to go back to basics. When asked ‘What is a republican?’ most people answer:
“Someone who believes in a republic.” The difficulty with this answer is that the Free State
claims to be a republic and the USA and France are republics. The dictionary definition is:
“One who believes in supreme power being in the hands of the people through their elected
representatives.” None of these definitions adequately explain our philosophy or aspirations
as members of the Irish Republican Movement.

What is a republican?

Another lecture covers the emergence and development of the republican philosophy. To
answer the question, ‘What is a republican?’ we must retrace cursorily its evolution and
principal elements. )
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Separatism, secularism
and non-sectarianism

ote: “A closer examination into the sjtya

On separatiS_f;\p;g';; ZVV' r(:;t/s(;/edAmy view, and, as | was sincerely a5 ho:;ney 7ative coyp,
had very (?ONS/f e speedily what was to me a great discovery — tha¢ the infr, tly attap edtn/
her mmmm"//m/?ce‘ ;)f our government and consequently that Irelang Cou/L(I/ence of Engls to
was the radica leI' Nl L/;wt/'/ she was independent and that independence Never pq éir;::j
(e datvaapiets ~tion with England existed.” Was Ynattaingy,
s ”’ﬁé'mﬁ%on of secularism, our history has many exam :
*heiC:nD;sitign to suppui the establishment even when the establishment is gy e 02N abig
i anti-Christian in its policies and practice. Although, like most of the s, '|Ctat0r]a|
?;:’*ed Irishmen, Tone was a Protestant, he saw and understood Why the Prote "ship of the
\uaoor‘ted Englaﬁd and why sectarian conflicts which kept the Irish masses divide:(?’\’l‘t chur;h@S
ately kept alive by England. °re deliby.
" He wrote of the established church: “They are not a tenth of the populatiop Th
:-avel been for half a century, in the quiet ‘en_/q‘yment_ of ‘the chursh, the law thzy are, ang
the army, the navy, the magistry, the corporation — in a word the whole ¢ ,Patro ,:;-’;’sn;eé
vealth.” : -
" The United Irishmen, therefore, proposed the breaking of the connection with g -
and the formation of a secular society — that is, a society-in which churches helg nongtanq
and where religious tolerance would be not only preached but Practised. They were awpo:ver_ .
the use to which sectarianism was put by England and dedicated themselves tg ~ unifr:OT
whole people of Ireland, to abolish the memory of the past dissensions and to sul.J's"titUti "f/']e
common name of Irishman in place of the denominations of Protestant, Catholi, ;nz
Dissenter...” A

With the emergence of the Young Ireland movement, D
demand of Tone — separation from England. Fintan Lalor
— the land in question. By linking this with the demand
forces within Irish society of the time was entirely changed.
Irish nationalist tradition and for the first time a force capable of taking on the British empire.

Lalor wrote: “The entire ownership of Ireland moral and material, up to the sun and down
to the centre, is vested in the right of the people of Ireland. That they and none but they are
the land-owners and law-makers of this island, that all laws are null and void not made by them
and all titles to land are invalid not conferred by them.” S

In this and all the writings of Lalor, although he was not a scientific socialist, we find, i
addition to the doctrine of separation, considerable socialist theory. B, o S

The next influence on the development of the philosophy of Irish rtapubl‘c,a”'s.":zd by the
Irish Republican Brotherhood or Fenian movement. The Fenian movement was Inspérngland by
writings of Tone and sought to achieve the complete separation of I.reland :rlc.’;;ny and free:
force. It was essentially a national movement based on the American ideas 0 Idation of sud
dom.. This period was one of great national revival generally and saw the foun :
organisational expressions as the GAA and Conradh na Gaeilge. he United [rishmen:

Although, as referred to already, one could find in the writings of tof the 19t cef;‘;{é:
YOlfng Irelanders and Fenians, elements of socialist theory, at the en ch the Risi f
nationalism was the dominant force in Irish republicanism. As we approa
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e find the IRB rlnnlhcinq the necessity of socialism in
est example of this realisation is to be found in the writings ¢ i 5
gramme-f:;hr: :i:’The Sovereign People’ written shortly before the njﬁ;irr',f(;j‘('l{‘g,;f,::;lfr;ynpf?h?;
A quot:enty extends not only to all men and women of the nation but to all material pr;ﬂszcl?n )"
son;”':’,gwtion, the nation's soil and all its resources, all wealth and wea/th -pror)//c/'nq prori;:g
Of‘th - the nation. In other Yvords, no.pr/'vate right to prosperity is good against the ;;:;h/;"r
wit ¢ to secure strictly equal rights and liberties to every man and woman within the nation.”
rlg’:n this period, while Ceannt, Plunkett and Mellows contributed significantly to méking
cocialism an important elgment _of repgb!icanism, there can be no doubt that it was James
connolly who succeeded in making socialism a fundamental_ part of republicanism, He realised
yom his readings, experience and early s'truggle that national separation was not enough;
5 socialist programme was desperately requnrgd to _dgstroy the poverty, inequality and exploit-
stion which existed throu'ghout Ireland.'ln his political Propaganda, particularly in relation to
+he IRB, he sought to bring home to Irishmen and women the importance of socialism allied
+o nationalism. There can’be little doubt thqt it was his influence which caused Pearse to
write ‘The Sovereign People’. Connolly made this point when he very concisely wrote: “Poljtical
one great

however' Its rQ‘/r)lllfif)nar\/ Dro-

and social freedom are not two separate and unrelated ideas but are two sides of the
principle each being incomplete without the other.”

Connolly realised also that the ownership of Ireland was not just political, that it had an
economic basis. He knew that even if the British army left Ireland imperialism would still
control the country through its economic grip — through its control over the financial, industrial
and agricultural life in the country. How prophetic were his words: “/f you remove the English
army tomorrow and hoist the green flag over Dublin Castle unless you set about the organisation
of the socialist republic your efforts would be in vain. England would still rule you. She would
rule you through her finances, through the whole array of commercial and individual institutions

 she has planted in the country.” -

In the Proclamation of 191.6 and Democratic Programme of the First Dail we find evidence
of the further development of the socialist dimension. The Proclamation declared “..the

right of the people of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland and to the unfettered control of
Irish destinies to be sovereign and indefeasible.” '

Typical of the terms of the Democratic Programme of the First' Dail was:-

“It is the duty of the nation to assure that every citizen shall have opportunity to spend
his or her strength in the service of the people.” : .

“In return for willing service we, in the name of the repUb//'c., deé/are the right of e\}ery

- citizen to an adequate share of the produce of the nation’s labour.”

Clearly, therefore, Irish republicanism has not been a static concept but a living, developing
and growing ideology. By 1916 it had evolved to embrace five principal elements:-

Separatism:- Break the connection with England.

Non-sectarianism: - To substitute the common name of Irishman in place of Protestant,
Catholic and Dissenter.

Secularism:- To limit the control of the churches to things spiritual and to treat
everyone equal before God. -

Nationalism:- Language; culture; national identity; and the restoration of the Irish
way of life.

Socialism:-

The ownership of Ireland for the people of Ireland and the subordin-

ation of private property to public right and welfare. o
Clearly any suggestion that socialism is alien to so-called traditional republicanism is ill-
founded, Equally incorrect is any suggestion that in the context of a struggle for national

freedom nationalism and socialism do not march together., .

here are those, of course, who regard themselves as socialist and will not touch the national
Struggle. For them there is one basic crunch question: ‘Where do you stand on impena_llsm?
I::f;:eﬁ;mc’i tare not against it, by definition, cannot be socialist and those who are against it
Bri-tl;?s Rising of 1916, followed two years later by the popular War of Independence, forc;gl!

inad IMperialism to modify the form: of its domination of the island. This was done in 19
eal with the emerging capitalists — the strategy was to give formal independence to a
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The imperialist presence in lrelan_d, covering as it doe.s the entire countr_y and_having man

aspects and operating at several dlffere_nt. levels, requires a comprehenSI.ve an.d thirty-twg
county response. Only a fool or the politically naive would suggest that 'Mperialism can b
defeated by the armed struggle alone, however successful it 'S, Or even by action in the six
counties alone.

vod.tzﬁ'etshae Omanifestations of imperialism must be fought and all these area
be organised and integrated by the activg involvement of the.peop!e }Jnde
the only revolutionary organisation committed to the defeat of Imperialism,

r the leadership of
Our job then as republicans, no less as socialists, is to take up the s

: harpest political contra. 1
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the struggles around these contradictions towards political power by the people. Quite obviously
the sharpest political contradiction is partiti i

against imperialism and by definition agai

of imperialism, without doubt, depends on
this that we draw our legitimacy.
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¢ Many injustices and abuses that workers suffer in a capitalist state. Our pur-
Pose is to build g inst oppression and exploitation, a movement of workers
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