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. IRISH FREEDOM

397,868
UNEMPLOYED

| THE official jobless figures in the 26 Counties have

| risent0297,100 while 100,768 are out of workin the

| Six Counties. After the 26-County budgeton January

) | 26 it was revealed that more people were living in
poverty today than 20 years ago.
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Hume/Adams/Reynolds input simply rhetoric

BRITISH -

DECLARATION

THE revelation by the Ulster Unionist Party leader James Molyneaux that
he “neutralised” proposals from Dublin during twice-weekly meetings
with the British Prime Minister John Major in the negotiations leading up

15yetitstill

to the Major-Reynolds Declaration
that document as a British-Unionist

In his interview with the Scotsman
newspaper on January 31 Molyneaux describes
the London Declaration as “muddled, tortuous™
and which “didn’t pose any threat to the union”.

This is not new. Molyneaux said as much

after the D P
but he has now revealed how he had a power of
veto over proposals from Dublin, in particular a
demand fora British/Irish convention which would
have some power over a new Stormont.

The convention plan is believed to be

ined in the Hume/Adams d tandthe

Dublin proposal of June 1993 which was leaked
to the Irish Press on November 19 last.

‘UNIONIST CONSENT’
Under this plan, the British would agree to
pl h dati fan All-Ireland
convention. In retum Provisional Sinn Féin would
accept the principle of “unionist consent’, ie that
18% of the people of Ireland could block the
wishes of the remaining 82%.

Molyneaux claims to have removed this
plan from the final Declaration, and to ha‘\;e

1l d instead the har

of December 15 effectively identifies
one with nothing in it for nationalist:

Minister is beholden to the Ulster Unionists to
the extent that Mr Molyneaux indicates”.

The announcement by British Secretary Sir
Patrick Mayhew on February 3 that he is bringing
forward plans for devolution and local government
powers during February will also be music to
Molyneaux’s ears. It is clearer than ever that the
Ulster Unionists deal with the British
Conservative govemment is holding fast. Thereis
nothing in the Declaration for nationalists or
Republicans. You can take James Molyneaux’s
word for it!

US VISA
Meanwhile the granting of a visa waiver to
Gerry Adams to visit the USA is welcomed but
the conditions imposed are completely
objectionable. It must be asked what deal if any
was done with the US consul in Belfast behind
closed doors?

Leaders of Republican Sinn Féin are still
banned from the US aftermore than 20 years. All
points of view and all shades of opinion on Ireland
should beallowed to be freelyand fairly presented
to the Irish-American public and indeed to the

forum within the 26 Counties. This would mean
that the “second step”, the “clarification”, the
“dynamic” that Gerry Adams is looking for is
non-existent.

What we are left with then is what a former

American people in general.

It is a fair conclusion to reach that
the massive coverage given to Gerry Adams and
his associates over the past fortnight is aimed to
strengthen their hands to have the Declaration
accepted by their movement in spite of the

iderable opposition to it evident at ground

once p in GAA
irclesidentified e e e arnt
rhetoric for the nationalists, substance for the
unionists.
The Scotsman editorial on January 31
luded that the Declaration’s “survival
chances have clearly diminished if the Prime

level.

Similarly the granting of a visa waiver to the
United Stateshas to be toassist him to grind down
opposition to the Declaration among Irish-
Americans who have given significant support to
the Irish struggle for well over a century now.

PUBLISH HUME-ADAMS

The Ard-Chombhairle of Republican
Sinn Féin at its meeting on January
15 called for the immediate
publication of the Hume-Adams
Report so that the Irish people may
assess its merits. In an agreed
statement issued after the meeting

ig i » Realism demands fact not
S apae. Realum denane 0

vwlm— S oo Hol by

Adams. These have a Republican flavour
sMallon of the SDLP tells us thatoth

undisclosed paragraphs are very relevant. He

ys further that there i bstantial difference
between Hume-Adams and the London
Declaration.

“The Irish people are entitled to know the
aall fHume-Ad: hattheycansee
what is acceptable to both the political and
military organisations of the Provisionals and
what is not.

“Neither document appears

to seek a

Féin Nothinglessth willbringap

If the Provisionals have swallowed the

camel, why are they straining af the gnat?

UNIONIST

James
Molyneaux's
veto pulls the rug
from under the
Major-Reynolds
Declaration

@ British Crown Forces intimidation at a Republican funeral in Derry - the London
Declaration aims to divide the nationalist people in the interests of British rule.
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1994 HONOREES

Kevin and Maire
McKearney - Ulster
Frank Grady - Connacht

ANNUAL TESTIMONIAL ~ Gearéid L0 atolmhichil :
EIL] einster
 DINNER AND CEIL| ek
FRIDAY, APRIL 15 Munster

Special Honoree - Elsie
Kerins O'Connor
Tickets availablefrom

. 41 Arran Quay, Dublin 7 -

1994, 8pm
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Bloody Sunday was ‘Sum;;; 199,
L )
execution a

A NEW independent report op Bl
prcscmed to British Prime Minis¢, 09
on January 27 describes the massac
years ago as ‘t(.he.s.ummﬂry and arbitra
of unarmed civilians”. yex

The report, penned by the British ang I
:mdlhcisclﬁlsllzlwﬁnnM:xddmund;:muqm 3|
inquiry inln(hc_{lculh.\' of the 14_ peopleon Jg,
prnscculinns of those resr_xmslblc.

Six main grounfls for a new inquiry g
35-page report, published by the relatives i Wc citeg .
repudiation of the I’I7Z» Widgery Report is de, st e
major criticisms noted. The six points inclyde

rein ])m;i'zlr

£ et“liq:
h

€, callg foran‘s L\qhh

““""”0-”72::}%“

e

Stming
Mandeq Wh»q?;g
1

o No evidence that British soldiers wer, e
on Bloody Sunday, . °a“ackedorini"{
o British government disinformation about iy Gl
° Widgery was flawed and did not csmhlishl; g
° Overwhelming eye-witness and medi eyigo. .,
of the dead or injured were armed Cice [ha"‘me
° Soldiers deployed to “arrest” conducted a piop 1, >
shoot-to-kill operation; dhlghl}ﬁ\qmm
° Decision to deploy paratroop regiment
the RUC area chief. SITENLWaS oppo,

(seealso page 3)

Man (60) shot in face
by UDA/UFF

A 60-YEAR-OLD nationalist man t

Was
; ¥ i byaUDA/l:IFF deathsquad ashe an’ived?‘:f;k‘d {
® The firing-party at the grave of Comdt-General Tom Maguire on January 21. at a plumbing factory in south Belfast ¢ Tam gy :

Monday, January 10 last.

F ’ EE T ' Two gunmen pulled alongside his car on a motor i
INA L SA L U O COMD - ashesteppedoutoneofthcmdrewapxslolandpomu?:lmi 1

A struggle ensued and the nationalist man was shot in the cheek

The victim remained conscious and was later dese
GENERAL TOM MAGUIRE =i o
The ﬁﬁ.h_attack by British-controlled death squads iy

1994, th ion attempt happened at Lemberg Street 7,
Donegall Road where the injured nationalist has workedasa ey
for Pipeflow Westwood Limited for several years.

The attackers failed to re-start their motor scooter and fled oy
foot down Maldon Street. Local people pointed out thatthe Britsy
Crown Forces only searched vehicles leaving nationalist areas
Belfast and did not search vehicles entering the areas.

In Drumnavaddy, near Banbridge, Co Down on Sunds
January 9 a loyalist gang broke into the local Catholic church witk
sledgehammers at about 9pm and set the buildingalight.

Extensive smoke and water damage was caused when buldinz
material was piledup in the centre of the church and setablaze.
church was due to reopen at the end of January after a previois
sectarian arson attack had caused £30,000 worth of damaze
August 1993.

We have received a statement headed Irish driver
Republican Publicity Bureau, dated January 21,
1994 and signed B O Ruairc, Rinai. Two
photographs were enclosed and the statement
reads: )
honours at his grave in Cross,

“We have been asked to Co Mayo. i
state: “Comdt-General Maguire
“On the 75th Anniversary  was the last surviving member
of the First (All-Ireland) Diil ofthe Second (All-Ireland) Dail
Eireann a firing-party of  Eireann and the last general
Volunteers of Oglaigh na  officer of the Irish Republican
hEireann —theIrishRepublican ~ Army in 1921. He died on July

Army—loyal tothe principles 5 last. : SN o 2 ol e L Lo e o
e e R o Gemeral Tom Magise who dicd o JHHSTIINTEE e bt et ey ity
Maguire rendered military  graphsare enclosed. g T SCTI0uS ge Y S
2 anonymous call to the fire brigade which prevented the fire o2

engulfing the entire building.
British refuse probe
into shooting :

A CALL from Omagh District Coungil in (.‘“ T_\rdlii :i';
independent public inquiry into the shooting ofa Jocal womd

aBritish soldier at acheckpoint three months ago bas been el
by British minister Sir John Wheeler. ! red
serously 1

Omagh resident Celine McCluskey was >y
whenshe was shot from behind as she sat in hercar aldé‘:e;tﬂ 1
checkpoint near Loughmacrory at 7pm on Sunday, NO i
Three of her four children, who were with her it the car, We'
by flying glass. S

The British soldier involved, a member of e _“"( e
Irish Regiment (RIR, formerly named the UDR) m:;;\ priis
frompatrolling duties™ but no decision has e ™ ) Gyl
Director of Public Prosecutions in the Six Cownties

orious R
ooV

charges will be brought against him.
Man crushed by RU
A = Land rover e
® The firing-party presents arms as the Volunteer in charge salutes, A27-YEAR OLD man in Glengormley, “°“hB€m;[eﬂhe il
o - against a wall by an RUC armoured Uﬂgo‘:g:r‘,:ﬂy a Sﬁj
r} - eoae 3 ; escape harassment by British Crown o eng™™
I would l'kg-“’ join Republican L Brcl’tgi? vlv\llmg i g mm:an&mey9.}l:{yan$SpmuﬁomHﬂs‘w§;’££whr{rz
Sinn . ’ : rawal from Ire-.  was eati er of HOW! ran®
Ba mhaith liom bheith i mo bhall o jand . The esabihmnt of s e oot ™™
. de Sinn Féin Poblachtach | . 5 32 County FEDERAL DEMOCRATIC®  the strect. el
{  de Sinn Fé _ SOCIALIST Republic . . . The estaby | “Oneof the Land Roverssped altr i 24 r®
2 lishment of a new all-reland parliament, ' against a ?vau » m-':;s id. Martin SPE
Ly ,” an eyewi emal 0T8T

completely outside the present partition-

:hinili_.,...........,.. DO )

sai
e : { ist set-up, to oversee the runnin ~ seriousinjuriesto his pelvis, ribs and in
:Seoladh . ...onoecereme ittt Brition

it

«New ne : j 0
| il 7494 in 26 Counties WP

S A O aTO Formed in 1905 . . , We are th

S 24 e L political organisation in the col emollqm . 1 / ] d nd Jaﬂ‘?’d
ol 41 Ce gnmn o s R Counes . WA'Zoflifblishgﬁellgthlndtpﬂ'd’"' e
9 00 9757 A 3 o lously reje e the 15)74%of; & mcz6c°unﬁ'cs 1 gix
" ell: 01-872 9747; Facs: 0187297 R a0, fe3'0f the SIX ardh 26 = TogagecBeu i surveyed i B0 ducted 0 it
; atact 1 paper SPHET - s s hinnn W1 A N existerice "Sice - . relandy’whill andther, survey: condoetee ) wh
oor epniagl iy :!f;zfﬁ'sp Sl s i ma o i1 dur countr Y.?m‘ ) " Countiés found 25%of peopls mfe!“,m«“'“m“’;i&’

64% of th

rose o52% armong e Catholicsurveye e ion3!
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British-backed death squads
kill two nationalists

IN the course of one day at the end
of January British-backed death
squads claimed the lives of two
innocent nationalists in Belfast and
Ballymena, Co. Antrim. Angry
nationalists demanded to know from
the media and the established
political parties what were these
killings in “retaliation™ for, as
countless such attacks in the past
25 years have been described in this
way.

These first two nationalist victims of 1994
were chosen by the UDA and UVF simply to
inspire terror in the whole nationalist community
and especially soin very vulnerable areas suchas
South Belfast and Ballymena.

The first attack occurred shortly before lam
on Thursday, January 27 when a UDA death
squad sledgehammered down the front door of a
house at Candaher Streetoffthe OrmeauRoad in
South Belfast and shot a 51-year-old man in the
head as he slept.

John Desmond Doherty was a telephone
engineer from Letterbreen, near Belcoo, Co.
Fermanagh who stayed in Belfast during the week
and wenthome at weekends. He waslodgingin the
house while he worked on a contract. He was
married with three adult children.

® House where Desmaml Doh erty was
shot dead on January 27.
He was the second nationalist to be killed by
the UDA/UFF in Candaher Street. In November
1990, James McCaflrey (48) was shotdead ashe

prepared todelivera Chinese meal. A women who
was also lodging in the house escaped injury but
was treated for shock

FAMILY

Just 17 hours later a nationalist family was
targeted by the British-backed UVF in their home
in Ballymena, Co Antrim as they were having
their tea. Cecilia McDermott answered a knock
on the door at 6pm to two men who asked for
‘Cormac’, her husband. In a BBC interview the
following day Mrs McDermott described what
happened:

“When I tuned around, he was holding the
gun with both hands, pointed at me. I threw a
dinner plate at him and I went for him by the
throat. As aresult, he shot me under the chin, up
through the palate . . . At this stage, a second
gunman aunclnlolhcimllnnd sawthatThadahold
of the other gunman, so he shot me in the side of
the neck.

“That flung me into the sitting room. My
foot caught the door and the door slammed shut.
My husband ran forward and, whether he was
trying to save the child or whether he was trying
to save me, they shot him four times through the
glassmUmdoorat point—blankrange.

“I got up and I lifted the phone and dialled
999. They kept saying ‘repeat, repeat’. SoI gave
the phone tomy daughter and she did the talking
for me”.

The couple’s daughter Saoirse (3),
witnessed the killing of her father.

During her struggle with one of the killers,
Mrs McDermott, knocked off his glasses which
were later taken by the RUC. She has vowed not
tobe intimidated out of the “‘dream home™ which
sheand her husband built. Cormac McDermott's
funeral took place to Carnlough on Wednesday,
February 2

INDEPENDENT
The victim's father-in-law Independent
Larne Councillor Willie Cunning was targeted by
the RUC man Alan Moore in October 1991 when
a parcel bomb sent by Moore exploded in the
family home in Carnlough. The councillor’s son
Joseph suffered arm and hand injuries and the
unsuspecting postman delivering the parcel
received cuts in the explosion
Alan Moore shot dead three men at the Falls
Road, Belfast offices of Provisional Sinn Fein in
1992 beforekilling himselfon the shoresof Lough
Neagh.

In a third killing in January 27 a plainclothes
RUC man shot dead a 27-year-old man in
Donaghadee, Co. Down at 10pm as he was
allegedlyattempting torob the High Trees Service
Station and garage. Robin Charles Maxwell was
shot once in the chest and was said by the RUC
to have been carrying a replica gun.

RUC KILLER BACK ONDUTY

The acquittal of RUC-man Timothy Hanley by

aBritish judge in Belfast Crown Courton January
25 on charges of murdering 19-year-old Kevin
McGovernin Cookstown, Co. Tyrone come within
a calendar month of the case of Fergal Caraher
when two British Marine soldiers walked free
after shooting dead the South Armagh man and
seriously injuring his brother.

Justice Nicholson said
RUC man Hanleyhad “acted in
self-defence” by shooting dead
McGovern, a Kinawley, Co
Fermanagh student, in the back
while he was on his way to a
disco in the town. The RUC
immediately lifted their
suspension on Hanley and he is
now back on duty on the streets
of the Six Counties.

Falls Road in Belfast one year
previously.

Kevin McGovemn’s family
was disappointed by the
acquittal oftheir brother’skiller,
but not surprised.

CORRUPT
Dr Sean McGovem,
brother of Kevin, said that a
system in which a judge
ded thatadefendant acted

Both these tr ies of
justice were preceded by the
decision in November 1993 not
to charge the RUC members
who shot dead Pearse Jordan
(21), an unarmed man, on the

unreasonably but allowed him
to walk out of court was
“ethically, morally and legally
corrupt”.

It could be seen as an

ot e

@ Kevin McGovern.

endorsement of a police policy
““where you can shoot first and
think about why you did it
later”, he said.

Republican Sinn Fein in a
statement said that taken
together withthe Caraher verdict
it showed that “despite the fine
wordsofthe London Declaration
of December 15, nothing has
changed on the ground in the Six
Counties”.

“When it comes to the acid
test of British intentions at
grassroots level — the
administration of justice—the
same corrupt system holds
sway. By its fruit you shall
know it. The British have no
intention of leaving the Six
Counties and a corrupt justice
system is a significant prop to
their staying Ireland”, the
statement said.

Michael Ritchie, research
officer of the Committee on the
Administration of Justice (CAJ)
said that when British soldiers
and RUC opened fire it was
virtually impossible to get a
conviction in the courts. Out of
350 similar deaths by Bntish
Crown Forces in the Six
Counties only four were found
guilty in the courts, he added.

The McGovern family have
also sued the RUC Chief
Constable fordamages macivil
compensation case which should
be heard in the near future. In
addition they are to press to
have the caseraised through the
European Court. Dr Sean
McGovern pointed to the
family’s 790 days of waiting for
the trial, the number of
postponements and the delay in
announcing a judgement as
additional grounds for such a

Bloody Sunday Picket at

declaration of its intent to
withdraw from Ireland withina
stated time, along with an
amnesty for all political

prisoners so that the Irish people
asawhole can decide their own
destiny.”

Signed: Peter Cunningham,

Cathaoirleach and Mairéad
Langsdorf, Runai, Comhairle
Ceantair Atha Cliath,
Republican Sinn Féin.

GPO

Members and supporters of Republican Sinn Féin
held a picket at the GPO in Dublin’s O’Connell
Street on Saturday, January 29 to commemorate
the 22nd Anniversary of Bloody Sunday in Derry,

January 30, 1972 when 14 unarmed ci

ans were

murdered by the British army and many more

injured.
The following letter,
addressed to the British

Ambassador, was handed into
the British Embassy in Dulblm

any right in Ireland.
Following the Widgery

Tribunal no member of the

British Crown Forces was
icted of th der of Irish

inprotestat the kil
continued British presence in
Ireland:

“A chara

‘We would like, on behalf of
Republican Sinn Féin, and on
this the 22nd Anniversary of
the murder by British
pnratroopets of fourteen
sl

on January to
ost strongly at the Qommlwd

civilians as has been the case
throughout your occupation of
our country. Within the past
weeks so-called British justice
has acquitted mﬂnben oflhc

of British Intelligence agents
such as Brian Nelson, who also
connive at the importation of
large quantities of arms to the
murder gangs, in the knowledge
that such arms will be used
against unarmed and innocent
nationalist people.

The establishment of the

people in general elections in
1918 and 1920. Britain’s
guarantee to the unionists
ensures that 18% of the Irish
people hold a veto over the

Crown Forcesof

progress of the other 82%.
Reput Sinn  Féin

1 Trich

‘F«gal Caraher of Co Armagh

nnchvaoGovunol‘Co

Fermanagh.
I.aynllst death
tn;up ol sod s e

33 .ln:lnndthmbe
ur gay

reJecu your Joint Declaration.
We say that if the British
government is honest when it
states that it has no long- tgfm
political or strategi

5 S RN

Ty isa s 9 ,l{zpwﬁﬁqan Smn Feéin members picket outside the GPO, n,
! W&fmmfﬂimﬁﬁllﬂmliiﬂox QCLLOEAnae
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EQUALITY Dundalk 'cn fire-bomb campaign in Dublina i the video. [n the 26 counties the UDA/  was d etters, -rhesmc“ fr Mo
Public launch their over the last two week ; L n a second attack by the UFF claimed they planted S elivered 1 o er oM
magazine of i“"'(: counterparts in (h(‘ll\'p‘cI c,"(:s in January  UVF, a nationalist_home in incendiaries in Dundalk, Co DCUCOnda,y Gi,o] St Vinc‘i‘:“
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The UDA/UFF loyali
clai /UF} loyalist death squd
laimed responsibility for planting incendianies
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St resclothing shop in Park Street and
enneys storein the Dundalk Shopping Cen™™
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Nationalists attacked
on two fronts

CONSTITUENCIES
%

(2]

PROPOSED PARLIAMENTARY

(1) tacan vautey |3 BELFAST WEST

FAST NORTH I 4 J BELFAST £AST

(6] NORTH DOWN
olec. 64,137

BOTH the offi

ial British Boundary Commission

and the British-backed UDA death squad have
kept the pressure on the nationalist community in
their differing ways in the Six Occupied Counties

in recent weeks.

First the Boundary
Commission published their
proposed new constituencies for
Westminster elections (see
maps). Belfast is set to lose one
seat and return three instead of
the present four. In the West of
the city the main effect is to
move Shankill to North Belfast
and place the large middle-class
Balmoral area of South Belfast
in with the West Belfast
constituency.

This will cement the
SDLP’s Joe Hendron in his seat,
and aims to prevent Gerry
Adams from winning the seat
back by depriving him of the
more natural areas of Poleglass,
Twinbrook and Dunmurry.

The new East Belfast
constituency is designed to
secure a seat for “moderate”

Unionist John Alderdice of the

PATTERN
Outside Belfast the pattern
of minimising and indeed
ghettoising the nationalist vote
isrepeated. Newry and Amagh
and South Down are abolished
and the southern halfof both are
amalgamated into the new
constituency of Newry and
Mourne. This would reduce the
present SDLP two seats to one.
In the west a line drawn
north/south through Dungannon
creates a new conslilucncy,
Blackwater, which is aimed to
featherbed the present Unionist
MP for Fermanagh-South
Tyrone, Ken Maginnis.
Likewise, the Strabane area
of the Foyle constituency is
transferred into Mid-Ulster.
In a clear attempt to
terrorise the nationalist

Alliance party (he received 32%
ofthe vote inthe 1993 election).

yinthe Six Occupied
Counties into accepting British
rule the UDA pro-Britishdeath

(5] CASTLEREAGH & NEWTOWNARDS | Sor

° The UDA
outline their
repatriation
‘options' - the grey
areas represent
'nationalist
territory', destined
ethnic
cleansing, while
the white areas
would be 'ceded' to
the Republic.

squad has published plans to
establish an “ethnic Protestant
homeland™ in three of the Six
Counties.
NULLIFIED

The remaining nationalists
in this area would have to be
either expelled, “nullified” or
interned, according to the plan
which itis believed was drawn
up with the help of a serving or
former member of the British

MID ULSTER

FERMANAGH &

Their gravity was lessened
by the revelation that the maps
were 'lifted' from an eight-year-
old essay on re-partition by
Queen's academic Liam
Kennedy.

The referencec to "ethnic
cleansing” in areas where the
UDA has little or no support
equallyshowsthe ridiculousness
of the plan.

The “Doomsday sit-
uation” plans were welcomed
as a “very valuable retum to
reality” by Sammy Wilson,
press officer of the Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP).

These remarks amount to
more of the incitement from
Inionist politicians which
results in the deaths of innocent
nationalists

New York
interview

Brddaigh.

B
® An tUachtardin, Sinn Féin Poblachtach, Ruairi O

NEW York-based radio WBAl interviewed Ruairi
Bradaigh live by telephone on Saturday evening,
January 29 for over half an hour.

Following the weekly news
from Ireland compiled by Nollaig
O Gadhra, Gaillimh who also
contributed a commentary the
Republican Sinn Fein President
was asked questions by
presenter John McDonagh and
interviewer Brian Mor O Baoill.

Subject s covered included
the London Declaration, the
questionof visas to enter the US
for Republican spokepersons
and analysis and solutions
including EIRENUA, totheIrish

national question.

The station is also known as
Radio Free Eireann and of
course there are no Section 31-
type restrictions, as well as the
constant news coverage
prominent people inIreland are
interviewed each week on what
Cumann na Saoirse member Pete
Quinn (Longford) has called a
most interesting programme.

The indications are that the
regular listenership among Irish
Americans in the New York-
New Jersey area is increasing.

SCRAP DOWNING
STREET
DECLARATION -
McAliskey

BERNADETTE MCcALISKEY, the former MP

for Mid-Ulster and h

rights c.

paigner,

Councillor’s live interview
repuLiCAN sin Fén member ot Lontort — D) yy@@IS ON

radio on 20 January - the day after

speaking at the annual Bloody Sunday Memorial
Lecture in Derry, said if the dream of a united
Ireland was abandoned it would be taken up by a
new generation of young men and women in the
North. She said it was time to get the Downing
Street Declaration “off the table” and tell the
British Government to “come back with
something better or don’t come back at all”.

Shannonside
the Section 31 ban expired.

He said that prior to the
1991 local electionshe had been
denied local radio interviews.

that there had been such
resistance in every generation.

W' h'o=‘ ~::-.;;a__~, s

Declarstion”. "

i mesta R - oaltt. Joemetrs A e ey in e ik

gelf—determinnlion
accepted by the British
Government, then this

,nor
would Shannonside be asking
him these questions, he
concluded.

The interview lasted for
“Ever since the

® Sedn Lynch
than others", he said.

5 time.

Speaking to  several < Stz
hundred people Ms McAliskey “H njdr[bm\‘;; Mg,smﬁﬂ
saidthe British Governmenthad | HOW dare Albert Reynolds
devisedthe Declarationasaploy .- e meonpeace. lhavebeen

to “isolate, criminalise and
marginalise Provisional Sinn
Fein”. She stated: “It does not
lie within Sinn Fein or any
organisation in this country to
stop the struggle.”

She said it was time the
party stopped following the
agenda set by the British
Government on December 15
and said further discussions on
the Declaration were a waste of

working for peace these
twenty—five years while he was
twiddling his thumbs.”

She described the
Declaration as "a clever little
document”. Ms McAliskey
stated: "’mnot performing ina
circus and I'm not dancing to
their tune. As the song goes, it
ain’t over till the fat lady sings
and I'm not singing for a very
long time"

DILSEACHT

THE publicity department of Republican Sinn Féin plans
to publish abookletin the very near future provisionally
entitled Dilseacht, The Story of Tom Maguire and the
Second All-Ireland Dailin memory of Tom Maguire and
to explain how the 32-County Republicwas suppressed,

betrayed and abandoned.

Donations towards the cost of publishing this
worthwhile commemorative booklet would be greatly
appreciated. All contributions should be sent to Ard
Oifig, Oifig Eire Nua, 41 Arran Quay, Dublin 7. Donations
will be gratefully acknowledged

-
«
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Relatives to

establish
1974 bomb inquiry

THE Dublin and Monaghan Bombings Relatives
Committee announced at the end of January that
they are to organise their own public inquiry later
this year into the mass murder of 33 people on

May 17, 1974.

They said they had no
confidence in the 26-county
Minister for justice Maire
Geoghegan-Quinn.

The bombings are widely
believed to have been planned
and directed by British crown
forces intelligence personnel
using loyalist death squad
members. This was also the
conclusion reached by the
Yorkshire Television
documentary called The
Forgotten Massacre broadcast
during 1993.

Following that programme,
Minister Geoghegan-Quinn
promised a 26-County police
inquiry but this has never been

po—

published. The families arealso
demanding that this be done and
announced in Dublin on January
27that they would be seeking to
call 26-County police witnesses
to give evidence at the inquiry.

The inquiry jurists will be
announced at another press
conference in a few weeks time
and the format will be similar to
the CullyhannaInquiry heldinto
thekilling of Armagh man Fergal
Caraherin 1990.

The 20th anniversary of
what was the worst atrocity in
the 25-year history of the
Troubles falls in May 1994.
The relatives expect evidence
from Yorkshire Television which

it could not broadcast because
of libel and other legal reasons.
Speaking at the press
conference, Paddy Doyle, \vllm
lost four members of his family
in the bombings, said there was
no co-operation from the RUC
in the investigations into the
bombings. He asked why the
Dublin administration had not
pressed this point with the
Britishauthorities.

Alice O’Brien, who also
lost four close relatives in the
bombingssaid the Parnell Street
bombers had been identified by
three witnesses. Michelle
Byme, whose mother died_m
Dublinappealed for anyone with
information  to  make
submissions to the inquiry.

Singer Christy Moore and
Dublin solicitor Cathal
O’Donovanare among the trus-
tees of the inquiry funds.

SAOIRSE productiq,
disrupted by rajq

SINCE the
Reportattheel
Sinn Féin crl
contents,_
organisalmn’s mel

Chomhairle members in
l:::\rr;l) (December 1) and
Limerick (December 13) were
arrested and held under the
Offences Against the State Act.
Other ~members  were
approached in their homes in
Galway and Dublin while a
Dublinmember wasarrested :fnd
heldin Limerick while attending
the Sen Sabhat commemoration

January 2;
?chublri{:an Sinn Féin offices
in Arran Quay, Dublinhavebeen
watched and beset around the
clock in recent months by car-
loads of Special Branch Yvho
accost visitors to our premises
and demand name and address.
They also seek information to
whichtheyarenotentitled ;uch
as place of work, date of birth,

etc;

® UCG students were stopped
and questioned by the Special
Branch leaving campus aﬁcl" a
publicmeeting inthe University
onDecember 13 was addressed
byRepublican Sinn Féin’s Ruairi
OgOBradaighand former hunger
striker TommyMcKearney, Co
Tyrone;

t
announcemen
nd of Septembe
ticism of wh

SAOIRSE - Feabhyq

of the Hume-Adams
rlastand Republican
at appears to be its
jce harassment of the

2(;-C\"U'::I)I'w¥:|has been stepped up.

® On December 16 Vice-
President Des Long was
stopped in Co Westmeath by
26-County police and had the
keysofhis car taken for an hour
(to be copied) before being
returned to him;

@ Followinga Republican Sinn
Féin public meeting on the
Major-Reynolds Declaration in
Belfast’s Conway Mill on
February 1, an Ardoyne
member’s home was raided by
British Crown Forces the
following morning for one-and-
a-halfhours;

®Inall casestherehas beenonly
one subject raised: why does
Republican Sinn Féin not
accept Hume-Adams?
SAOIRSE has campaigned —
ashave ourmembers — for four
months now against Hume-
Adams and the London
Declaration.

On Monday, January 25
our offices at 41 Arran Quay,
Dublin 7 were raided,
correspondence and files seized
and the editorial room of our
newspaper SAOIRSE - Irish

/"C’/Jrua,
Y 19,}4

Freedo, th
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monthly, ! M""il
. Ve viey s d
dlxmplmnnfcurn;_. 3
an attempy ) “‘Dam‘
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Branch could m[::,hc‘ .
SAOIRSEomccwh
not be foypg in : g
NEWSpaper offjce
€ call op j,,

all who supponjrrumahmﬂ
PIess to condemy thsm e
A SUppression ofan g
wcwofcmcnl Wezs ;
those in POWer and gy or“nh
Lcm_ster House thyy While .
may :gmoreandderidcw -
and where We came r‘n
Republican Sing gy ;j
SAQIRSE will continue ty gy
their work among the [y
peoplcathomeandinﬂile‘
. €y may ham,
lmpedg but the pet ezfeczn:
their attempts at SUppression
and_ to force us to cﬁange or
policies will be to mig g
morale of our workers and oy
supporters. We promise the
that.

affairs

® Ballymun Shopping Centre: open market for dfug }ieaﬁhg. :

Ballymun

aparadise

for

ushers

OPEN AIR drug dealing in full view of the public
continues right through the day in the shopping
centre in Ballymun on Dublin’s northside,

Occasionally you might
see asquad car cruise throughto
makeit look like they are doing
something about the drug
dealing. In actual fact nothing
has changed and the couldn’t-
care-less aftitude of the 26-
County establishment can be

seen clearly by allowing the security camera watches the

shopping centre to continue as
a drugs market over the years,

Drugs are being dealt
openly 50 yards from the local
26-County police barracks,
while 50 yards in the other
direction outside Joseph
Plunkett Tower 4 high-tech

tenants come and go!

Maybe a better idea would
betohave a camera on the drug
dealers and to keep their nose
out of the lives of ordin
people, There is little enough
privacyin people’slives without
acamera recording every time
residents sneeze and come and .
g0 out of their flats,

This taped film is kept for

10daysand shown tothe police,
A worry to a lot of the tenants
iswhoelsesees thisﬁl;n,soqinl

Lift problems
continue

AN example of Dublin Corporation’s lift

Leahy of Sillogue Road.

Raymond is on crutches
for over a week and has had to
hobble up four flights of stairs
many times a day because the
lift maintenance men on the
estate are not fixing the lift
properly.

Raymond has pursued the
normal channels to get the Jift
fixedand had come upagainsta
stonewall of official indifference.

He reported the matter to
Peter Dempsey, a Dublin
Corporation Complaints officer
but nothing was done, Finally
Ballymun Flatdwellers Co-
ordmntpr Tom Ryan contacted
CurgellﬂinspcctorDcsFeeney
Whoin the past has Ppromised to
resp?qd quickly to any

welfare ’

As it is one well-placed '
camera in the shopping centre
wouldrecordmomdmgnclivity
on film than the French
Connection!

rought, Aftera visit
lf;‘c{m the m?mlcnnncc men the
UL was in fact in wo;
than before, i g

Tom Ryan told SAOIRSE
t}wwealingwilhu\eCorpoand

Kildare communities
under threat

‘West Kildare area has received a major
'Iflilv% ‘yl’ﬂels tthe announcement of the closure of the
Allenwood ESB power plant resulting in the loss

of 66 jobs.

The decision to close the
plant has aroused much Jocal
protest with particular
resentment at the oﬂ'-hland

representatives of the ESB
workers or members of the
Action Group in the area.

According to the Bord na -

more years, Group Secretary
Kevin McMahon said Bord na
Ména workers will lost their
jobs and their
representatives are seeking a
meeting with Bord na M¢
management. 3
It has been reported that

 the jobs of the 118 workers af
: g\: Bord na Ména plant at

union

- The group addeq
July 1990 thepln'
admu_\istralion ma

. Groupalso criticised Cowen for

closing the station wj

contacting the unjons a\;v:;: lo\:;
promised. “The decisjon and
the way it was announced
smacks of'a cynica] plan by the

ahrive people whohhave gven

a =l1mc‘ss=we=|oAu
of a0y say in their fuggpe s
sad,

Commitment o

A

. maintenance can be seen from the case of Raymond

trying to get any sort of diree
Tesponse is proving o be 3
complete waste of time, Bt
this sort of indifference to he
tenants needs will not deflat
Ballymun  Flatdwellers
Association from their aim of
getting a decent lift service
installed on the estate, he suid

Free  State  Tourism
MugstaChnrlieMchevyund
Junior Minister Emmet Stagg
Were singled out by the group
for particular criticism for their
failure totake effective steps to
avert the closure of the plant.
“We fail to understand how
tWo ministers from the
&ns‘utuill]::i'ml;:ve failed to

vince: inister for Energy
to keep Allenwood open”.

imminent UV
“Wh;g’islhm“‘ml]m
Minister McCree¥ b2 e
when the LUNTOT

factory closed?
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to hﬂvzzgleu:ﬁl the W

; nsulted:
by il e %
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in the [ogof
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- +County Minister-for Bacrgy- T LI o forsevoraliviov e ocal Woy Action mﬁmmw@w{\s&ﬁfm“q tet -‘{;'35'*"
. .fnloo:l.?;xf-. mee:;\l:ggﬂ_v S Man A W I sl e ﬂbén{o-]zy NN past sey, Mﬁ%‘;\\ » "rszwarﬁf&
; P S ke S : Sy e ‘\\W\Km .!\k ,‘\‘;~§\vy4\~




SAOIRSE - Feabhra/February 1994

First Dail anniversary celebrated

THE 75th anniversary of the establishment of the First (All-

Ireland) Diil

outside the Mansion Ho
which the Declaration
Programme and the Ad
World were read out in
a re-enactment of the

Republican Sinn Féin was denied
nbookingfnrlhisccrcmun_\'inlhc(\nk
Room of the Mansion House by
Dublin's current Lord Mayor. This
was due to the hypocritical and
McCarthite policy of demanding that
the organisation "renounce the use of
violence".

A march then took place to the
GPO in O’Connell Street where a
public meeting took place attended by
over 400 people and chaired by
Bundoran Councillor Joe O'Neill.

At the meeting a call for an All-
Ireland election to a Constituent
Asscmbl_\'onlhclincsoflthirslD.’lil
1o draw up a new constitution was
advocated by Ruairi O Brédaigh,
President of Republican Sinn Féin. He
said that Republican Sinn Féin would
bring to such an assembly their Eire
Nua proposals for a four-province
federationinacompletelyNewIreland.

When the new arrangements
Wereaccepted inreferendum the British
Government and Army would have to
leavelreland.

CONTRADICTED
“The present Leinster House
set-up dicted the Declaration of

Dx
and Message to the Free Nations of the
Worldadopted by the First All-Ireland

Sireann in Dublin’s Mansion House was
celebrated by true Republicans over th

21 and 22 Iast. Saturday January 22

¢ two days, January
s & ceremony was held

use in Dawson Street, Dublin at
of lndcpcndcnrc, the Democratic
dress to the Free Nations of the
turn in English, Irish and French,in
proceedings 75 years ago.

®Tommy McK, earney
footsie with it for four or five weeks, we
say they are letting down the cause of
anall-Ireland Republic and the causeof
the First Dail. The Irish people would
never restuntil the British left and he
called on the nationalist people of the
Six Counties not to be divided by the
London Declaration

HUNGER STRIKER

The next speaker was former H-
Block hunger striker Tommy
McKeamey, Moy, Co Tyrone, who
Wwas released in March 1993, having
spent 16 years in Long Kesh and
Maghaberry prison. He began byquot-
ing a greatIrish Republican of the 19th
century:

“Ireland shall be free", James

Dail 75 years 2go. Anine-county Ulster * Fintan Lalor said, “when her leaders
ud iscall p fg aretruetothepeopleandthe p 0p
exceptdefence, foreignaffairsandover-  tru hemselves”. bl 1
5 ; = of Diil Eireann in 1919 fulfilled this
m \mmnu:esg"\::x ';; s;:?:i excellent observation. g
] 1 t t
working majority but the nationalists t'l:orinymlig% oll;{!::si::Hoﬁ
would be within reach of power. [meetme 3

This was the way out of the
present impasse, he said. “It would

England had promised much and
delivered little. For those same years

the Nationalist Party had accepted the

L s 7 e JCS S oo s fBritish politicians.
alikewith devol within « ; t
* each province. It would also correct Al that petty fogging was swept

East-West economic imbalance and
bring power nearer to the people.”
The neutrality proclaimed by the
First Déil was under attack now as
never before. As the EU tightened its
gripDick Spring sawno obstacle to the
final t of neutrality in
1996. While the First D4il soughtto end
"perpetuating military dominion for
the profit of empire", the power bl:x:'s

i :
ird World.
e pcples f e Tt Vil

aside by the heroic decision of the Irish
people in 1918 and by the equally
heroic decision of the Republican
leadershipin 1919.

DEED

“By sizing the initiative that
January day, Irish Republicans declared
in deed as well as in word that self-
determination wasamatter forthe Irish
people alone.

“With one purposeful action, the

i ired the d done by

Declaration Ruairi O Bradaighsaidthat:
"Wedenyit, wereject it straight away.
Those who entertain it or have played

P P 2 y

those who led Ireland prior to Easter

1916. Those of whom Pearse said, “the
men who have led Ireland for 25 y

|

® Clir Joe O'Neill a
have done evil and they are bankrupt.
They are bankrupt in policy, bankrupt
incredit, bankruptnow even in words”.

“It was to lay to rest forever that
sterile inertia that D4il Eircann met in
separatist convention.

“It was to energise the cause of an
independent and autonomous Ireland

ddressing the crowd outside the GPQ.
opposition — so with us in Ireland.

“If the noble dreams and
aspirations of those pgople who
proclaimed our liberty with the First
Déil are not to be completely rcplaged
with the bankruptcy of a native
shoneenism, we must reject the

hinations of Ids, Spring and

that Dail Eireann took responsi ity
forIreland’s freedom.
DIFFERENCE

“We may differ among ourselves
on how we order our affairs that First
Dail said. Wemayeven have differences

hichtakey healitwas declaring.
But there is only one way for us to do
so and that is on our own and free from
extemnal influence.
“And that message is as important
today as it was then.
“The bankrupt leadership of Albert
Reynolds, Dick Springand John Hume
—thepresent day equivalent of the old

Nationalist party — Tepeats the old
mistakes of Redmondism. They
attempt to convince us that a lasting
solution can be found within an Irish.
British context.

“This is the perennial claim of: all
Irish politicians who reject the
democratic right of our. people to the

fe d loftheirown destiny.

“Let us hold no illusions, There
can be self-determination where a
minority of the population retains the
abilitytoinvolyea foreign powerinthe
aflairs of their own country,

“When adecadent class introduced

* US influence into Cuba it was called

Yankee Imperialism, When a colonial

eliteretained Foreign troopsin Algeria
wecalleditFrenchImperialism, When
financiers attempted to overthrow .

® Parade leaving the Mansion House.

Hume.

“We must reject them just as the
First Dail Eireann rejected. So
comprehensively the bankrupt
machinations of Red di in

"Our problem has never been that
we lacked thinkers and planners who
knew howtocreateamodern democracy
but that we were hampered, harassed
and attacked by those, whether in
Ireland or Britain, for whom democracy
isanunacceptable form of government.

" To this day our people of vision
are still working, still putting forward
modemn democraticideas, still insisting
against all vested interests that Irish
people can and will create the world’s
most ad' dd and thisty

January 1919. 7Es
“These supporters: of Britain’s

continued involvement in Ireland must

be exposed for what they are. They

mustnot be allowed shift the blame for
a continuing conflict onto Irish
Republicanism.

“Let us reaffirm our loyalty to
theideals of the First Dail byrejecting

454

the neo-Redmondites of this decade
and by reaffiming our loyalty to the
unvetoable right of the Irish people to
unqualified self-determination.
Eamon Larkin, South Armagh was
next to read the following message to
the crowd from Des Wilson, Belfast:
"I hope your d ion and

nothing will be allowed to stop them.

"The current Downing Street
Declaration is s flawed as the Downing
Street Declaration of 1969, every one
of whose promises was later denied to
Irish democrats by the British

- government. Democrats in Ireland want

justice and peace for themselves and
they want to be peace makers abroad,

not togain partial independence onlyto
be sucked into the war machines ofany
foreign governments. We want to be a
democracy whose prosperity we can
share withall other peoples, nota war
machine with which to threaten them.
It is a tragedy that so many of those
R

celebration will go well. | am sorry [
cannot be there because [ will be away
in America from January 1 7thuntil the
25th,

"But I would be grateful if you
would say to the meeting on my behalf
thatIwould be with them ifIcould and
that I wish them great success in their
work and in their striving towards the

ideal ofa fi dj

| independentIreland, 4

A k "I would like to say also that
Lenin ’lB°ml':|“k“. itwas decreedas best of our idealists, writers and
Intemational Imperialism, politicalthinkers worked outlong years
BANKRUPT ago the best course for us to follow in
“So let us be blunt in our ordertocreate a democracyin Ireland,
description. When a bankrupt class in You are celebrating them today. They
e aik dbullying  created a S
to have usretain Britain’s presence in which was excellent. We would today
this island. Let us describe them for ot the most ad d and free

What they are —the camp followers of

British Imperialism,

S0’

'k

‘dcmoulcy!hcwmldhnsevcrsoenb'y

putting into effect the.ideas of these i

_People of ours who wete pioneers/of
“democracy;,so.great hasbeert, their
ibution to democratic thought.

whoh hed the dignity of our
peoplearesitting in cosy offices while
those who have kept our best ideals
alive are so often left standing on the
streets.
"I hope that some say soon the
roles will be reversed and that those
ideals ofgood government which good
peoplelike yourselves have kept alive
and cherished will one daybeshownto
benotonlyright but irresistibly right."
Scheduled speaker Bernadette
McAliskey was unable to travel from
Coalisland at the last moment due to
illness. Messages of! support were also
read from Pete Farley, SAOIRSE,
North Americaand Eire Nua Inc, New
Jersey.
Following closing remarks by Clir
Joe O'Neill the ceremonyand the entire
e e Ny luded with
the playing of Amhrin na bhFiain by
* two pipers.from the Glens of.Antrim
PipeBand. (For caverage of the 75th
Anniversary lecture: by Dr.Brian
Murphy, see pages 8,9,10)
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@ Elected TDs of the last 32-County Democratic Assembly in Ireland pictured on January

THE Dublin venue for historian Dr Brian
Murphy’s lecture on the occasion of the
75th Anniversary of the First (All-lreland)
Dail Eireann on the evening of January 21
lastwasfilled tocapacity forthe occasion.
Those in attendance included several
closerelatives of TDs whowere elected to
thefirstand second All-Ireland democratic
assemblies 1919-22: Caitrionaand Murt O
Ceallaigh,grandchildrenofSean O Ceallaigh-
{Sceilg), Leas-Cheann Combhairle and
Minister for Irish in the First Dail; Dr Sean
Maguire, son of Tom Maguire, last and
faithful survivorofthe Second Dail; Eoin O
Maille, staunch defender of Roger
Casement and son of Padraic O Maille,
Conamara TDinthe Firstand Second Dail,
and Kevin Boland, nephew of Harry Boland,
whorepresented SouthRoscommoninthe

Firstand Second Dail.

We print here an edited version of Dr
Brian Murphy’s address:

Introduction

HE MEETING of the First

Déil Eireann was regarded as

special by the vast gathering
that filled the Round Room of the
Mansion House on the afternoon of
January 21 1919. “Formal, almost
liturgical”, is how a modern
commentator (Brian Farrell) has
described the scene, and this description
accords with the view of the British
agent present who reported that L‘the

Events prior
to 1916

N ORDER to understand the
men/women whofashioned the

B policyoftheFirst Déil, and the
principles by which they were

Féinprinciple. His words wereresisted
by the League Executive but had an
enduring impact through Keating
Branch of the League which had a
pronounced separatist attitude. The
revived IRB, under the influence of
Tom Clarke, became especially
influential in the Keating Branch, and
remained influential, if controversial,
after 1916.

® Dr Brian Murphy

SAOIRSE - F eabhra/fep, ruary
1994
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21, 1919.
Two developments made the Home
Rule policy unacceptable: firstly, the
executions and suppression that
followedthe 1916 Rising; and, secondly,
the realisation that fighting in the
trenches was not going to bring Home
Rule forall of Ireland. Inthis climate of
opinion the structure of politics in
Ireland was dramatically changed.

Events after 1916

EW parties and new names

emerged on the political scene
2 after the Easter Rising. The
provisional committee that was
appointed in June 1917 to draw up a
new Sinn Féin constitution was made
up of many groups that derived their
origin from the post-1916 period.

Apart from Arthur Griffith’s
Sinn Féinand the IRB, the other bodies
wereall of recentexistence: the Mansion
House Committee, the Liberty Clubs
(or Volunteers), the Irish Nation
League, the released prisoners
organisation. Following Count
Plunkett’s election victory at
Roscommon on February3, 1917 most
of these groups had been in contact
with each other.

Plunkett stood for the ideals of
1916 and for abstention from
Westminster. He was supported by
Cathal Brugha who held a leading
positionin the revived Volunteers and
was Republicaninprinciple. Griffith’s
SinnFéinstill retained acommitment to
his original ideal of the “King, Lords
and Commons of Ireland.”

motivated, it is necessary to retum to el i ; FORMER

gr mf:,’n"‘ts t{m led up to the 19118 s :I\I?l}:ur Gnﬂjlll‘ isn Sinn 'Féml, AThe Irish Nation League was
.Su notonly e e -alin princip 1p of former b { the Irish

sheds lighton the character of the first i practice by 1916, had - Partywho werc opposed to any Home

Déil, butalsohelpstoexplainthefunre  oulated constitutional ideals which Rule solution thalp envisaged p);nition

development of the Republican ideal, It

solemnairof th
produced an almost sacramental effect
on sympathisers who were present”,
All those present would have been
happy with such a report because they
xcgaxdedlheiruskunswedmdholy
trust.

Ironically, as if to illustrate the
i lties p i

s flerthe 1916 Rising, inthe
main, that refined and refashioned the
Infsh'nauozlglist movement, and which

allowed for greater independence fc

Ireland. He had also cxpressedo:
programme of economic reform forIrish
industry. At a popular level the

Sinn Féin in October 1917,
However, some strands of that

nationalistmovement had their origin

in the years prior to the Rising. Some,

1 tinglrishlife,  in particular, may be noted. The
A . he Déi h foundation of the Gaelic League

e had d da doubted) it dtoan i
gutplolyirismen bag L inlrish patriotism. As we celebrat

House. They were 400 membersof the
Dublin inlicrs. They had been
commemorating their battles in the
trenches for the British Empire, and
they departed with the words of their
chaplainﬁngingin!hwem:“Beuue
e e S
Irishor British, wasto, ,

8% . Tuming of the
15 ere Inx'h ,&:;S'gﬁ"l;"ﬁ,‘”.,“?‘,“??‘y | LeaguememberstobetruetotheSinn -+ H
" g the Irish nation. Sk e

centenary: i however,
itis of interest to record that in all the
contemporary tributes paid to the
League, no mention has been made of
the fact that its original motto was
“Sinn Féin, Sinn Féin amhdin”,
SPEECH

1899 Fr Yoke, ina siring

“in"Dublin, entitled “The -

S b P

i Tide', encouraged all - thal it-was time to “Concentrate oy

oflmland..'l‘heyhadbecnpmpamdto
Wage war in the belief that Home Rule
would be granted as promised; they

co:xlim{ingnuugglel:orlnpdam_isoci.ul mm%mﬁﬁxomﬁ?ﬂmﬁ
t, whil MO level m&m;ﬁmmmmm
the young members of “the newly- o sty Thoes
crqu(edﬂnlio.nul. University wc!a llf:tmm i:l edu;meSom_m@inWlﬁ.
articulating their criticism of the British Written: kL e
AU the outbreak of War in 1914 e
however, these and other Irish Ourhilhu‘:dlak«aw‘:::ammu
o Vomrh:emh"ulhenuwlyfo\nﬂed Have shaped her in our mould
, Were more or less Derryto Limerici
content to follow the vast majority of Fused 4 bml: e
the co}mlr{o ;::d 1o entrust their lhaﬁ:abmm;
:9: SO
Party and the promise of Home Rule, e et sk none
’&e t:m of the country cannot l:e Cruise o'gﬁq. ledg.ed'bygquiShOT
pota oﬂmmed, Cw;pﬂm_nbytlwwd:. of relation of his buzu e wordsed
Rory O Co ..lf}ltumR.epuhlmn " northese senth nelh!:mthgsc Ry
vering principle, whenhe said -~ -q&imt,'?mw lm}m:eanympnhw“_:
. gmescinns st
by il e grouss whith comsiner s

form the new Sinn Féin
¢ Mansion 1o

. N Hoyg
ot .
MpOs y of a] Aty
;;;Tyrcprcscmation lrg,‘,’.”p‘ "’8:';\ :
—a S
(aIRSWithp(:ﬁx){Il’}l]St :"d °"‘t'r{:i%
after his electjon, nccllat;m Ia]('llllﬂ
lelhcn' g"_“lp ‘ha{

e

1tution Were Sinp Fi
group. In this gm;ir’:]‘i“ul -.mé”" of
represented, and ey, 1o1¢ RB yo R

Pany,hadengn iy el g o

Plunkett from 1%1?11:}? ]kw"hzl:lg; rd:
st na

. md

Republicap, pie

Sinn Féin b

UNIFIED "’“1
Purpoxc‘ dttlaran,m i

Sinn B a5 achieyeq , o S

Sinn Féin Ard-Fhejs Tl

October 1917, nq, Of25.36
. Indeeq % yea
Who had been ¢]gp. /o8t gnc

themselves as “r cted, yigy, sus
2 35 “Tepresentatiyes , o\
!nsh‘people —-ar}m”f?ﬂrhamm he  cert

assembly that foreshadoy, 2 E

meeting of Diil Eireann
back to l)_w Proclamatioy Trre* th
Republicin | 916 and declareq (h_Ll o u

amas anew Sinn Féin orp, mu‘ oy
tosecure"thcintcmatima.lr e

n of

of Ireland as an ing ‘:r@{:i% it
Republic”. Tpenda i ca

“Having achieved that n o
was added, “the Irish po:)pslx:h;;:. : 2

referendum freely chog, .

) se their gun

form of Government”. e
Whileitis right tostress e, 20

that was attained and 1o =g
dcclmtiqn as a step towards : ki
election victory of the following Ext

mequalifyingclausesen'sasa*\i .
témlall:issucs,evmmevivalismarﬂi nsl;
epublic, had not been absoluzels i
resolved. S M:
It was reported that “de Valers :;

had found a formula to satisfy Brugha 70!
(who wanted a clear cutdeclaration for
the Republic) and Griffith (who had
been insisting on the old Sinn Féin
programme)”. Differences between
Brugha and Griffith. embracing both
principle and method, were not the
only lines of division to emerge: similar
differences arose between Brughaand
Collins concerning the respective roles
of the Volunteers and the [RB.

Constitution

HE constitution of Sinn et
and an analysis of the
ofiits founding fathers leadcoe

to conclude that there was an inherert
ambivalence towardsa strictrepublic
ideal among the members. Howeser, 2
October 1917, these differences Weré
not to the fore. Bt L,
The ordinary member of Sinn Feit
and the ordinary man who v ed l:‘f
Sinn Féin did sobecause, inthe Wi

g8 B8 B

<
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o888 8BURSYRO
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'Whereas the Irish people is

y rights a free people. ..

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, JANUARYZ‘i, 1919

41 Moore, “for him the

i KU'F-"::: abattlecry,asymbol,an
M“‘b.m word of ImMMENSE power. It
Ve ppressed desire for

along SUppr I
e “:1 realisation, national
on!

ot the institution of an

. ic.ifpossibleand practical,
A apesand most immedine

= fachicing his deSires”..

ey O wasthe spirit that inspired the

Y movement in1918andledto

R -on victory at the end of the

® clect! irit, however, was further

o ;p by other events and was

ﬁ‘:ﬁi by ﬁmc(ical hard work.

o 4

nlydesired- i

Fyentsin 1918 & self-

jetermination
HE major event lhn! mspu‘c‘d
the Sinn Féin organisation in
1918 and which _broUght Fn?n)v
- - kswastheanti-conscription
ms'r;‘k:;‘ ;iarch. The Catholic
aps the Irish Party, the Labour
: cand si:mFéin\nmmi(cdmthmr
it tion to conscription; but many
few the conclusion that only an
= endent Irish Parliament on the
G Féin model would prevent
+amenbeingcalledupbyan English
seliamenttofight an English war.
" There was a striking gr})\\1'h in
eshershipofnational organisations:
§izn Fein had 1,300 registered clubs
sith 2 membership of 250,000 by the
= of 1917; the Gaelic League also

from312branchesin 1917to

00 branches in 1920; and the
embership of the Irish Volunteers
mdthe [RB also grew.

The popular base existed to
cmduct an election campaign, if the
drestion was provided. The standing
cmmittee of Sinn Féin provided that
drection. Robert Brennan from May
1918begzmplanning an electionsizategy,
=d after his arrest, James O’Mara
atinued his programme. Fr Michael
OFlanagan was responsible for
popeganda and publicity, and as Vice-
President of Sinn Féin, after the anest
oléeValeraand Griffith, remained the
scor Sinn Féin figure in the field.
Degite the difficulties created by the
mestsof leading figures, the election
“mpeign ran smoothly.

A new impetus, almost a new

Self-determination

HE  principle of  self-
determination  came 1o
; _dominate all political
discussion. Self-determination had been
anaim, explicitor implicit, which had
colmmdnmn_\'lrishnuliomliswppcnls
forhclpnﬂcr 1 9I6;il\\~as,aﬂcrall,mc
basic demand of the separatist ideal,
The chll had been especially made to
America.

A year later, almost to the day,
June 11, 1918, a national appeal had
bccp made by all parties to protest
against conscription. It was pointed
out “that the sudden and unlooked for
departure of British politicians from
their past military procedure towards
this island provokes acutely the
fundamental issue of self-determination
.. Ireland is anation more ancient than
England, and is one of the oldest in
Christendom. Its geographical
boundariesare clearlydefined. Yetwhile
self-determination is refused, we are
required by law to bleed to make the
world safe for democracy — in every
country except our own.” The ending
of the War gave renewed prominence to
the self-determination issue.

IMMEDIATE
It had an immediate and
important effect on Labour Party

policy. Labour leaders advised their *

members that the transition from a
“WarElection”to a “Peace Election™
forced themtoreconsidertheirposition.
Itwas proposed that as national issues
were to be the principal items on the
Peace Conference agenda, they should
withdraw from the election toallow*‘a
clearexpression of the people’s opinion
upon the question of self-
determination” The withdrawal of
Labour certainly advanced the cause of
SinnFéin.

These sentiments were form-
ulated as part of the General Election
Manifesto to the Irish people. Part of
the manifesto referred to the appeal to
the Peace Conference asbased “on our
unbroken tradition of nationhood, ona
unity in a national name which has
never been challenged”. The police
raided Sinn Féin headquarters on
November 20, seized the copies of l.l}c

M “sn girenio the clection manifesto, and subjectedittocensorship
dofthe World Wi ofthe hep thatIhavejustread was
1518 gcoall November blacked out. They were not acceptable
- to the British authorities.

obing, oo :
i Sedn Treqcy, Breen and Michael Brennar, W9
Mtining W et wee 75 years ago on January.

who

. Nevertheless, the appeal of Sinn
Eéinand of self-determination carried
the day. When the election results were
announced on December 28 it was
evident that Sinn Féin had replaced the
Irish Party as the largest party in Irish
politics.

First Da&il Eireann

OR the most part the meeting
of the First Dail on January
21,1921 was conducted inIrish
and it began with a prayer in Irish
delivered by Fr Michael O’Flanagan.
The initial busi was cond i

“our first President”, and stated that
“we declare that the Nation’s
sovercignty extendsnotonly toall men
and women of the Nation, but to all its
material possessions, the Nation’s soil
and all itsresources, all the wealth and
all the wealth-producing processes
within the Nation”, and with him we
reaffirm thatall right to private property
must be subordinated to the public
rightand welfare.

Principles were enunciated
governing theattitudetochildrenand to

Jucation; practical advice lined
concerning industry at home and thp
level fmarkets abroad; and it

swiftly: the appointment of a speaker,
Cathal Brugha, the appointment of
clerks, and the calling of theroll,

Then the main resolutions of the
assembly were formulated: the
Constitution, the Declaration of
Independence, the Address to the Free
Nations of the world, and the
Democratic Programme. The
Constitution was read in Irish alone;
theother three declarations were read in
Irish, French and English. The
resolutions, although familiar, are
worthy of recall.

FREE PEOPLE
The Declaration of Ind

- F

was agreed that initiatives should be
taken to secure “a general and lasting
improvement in the conditions under
which the working classes live and
labour”. Such were the radical, even
revolutionary, ideals expressed at the
firstmeeting of Dail Eireann.

OATH

One item has not been adverted
to: the oath. There was no oath
administered on January 21! A
Republican pledge had been signedata
meeting on January 7 by the elected
deputies present which read “I hereby
pledge myself to work for the

dence proclaimed that “whereas the
Irish people is by right a free people,
and whereas the Irish Republic was
proclaimed in Dublin on Easter
Monday, 1916, by the Irish Republican
Amy acting on behalf of the Irish

blisk ofan Independent Irish
Republic; thatI will accept nothing less
than complete separationfrom England
in settlement of Ireland’s claims; and
that [ will abstain from attending the

English Parliament™.
There was no formal oath applied
hold of bers until the proposal by Cathal

people; and whereasat the th
anew erain history theIrish electorate
hasinthe General Election of December,
1918, seized thefirstoccasion to declare
by an overwhelming majority its firm
allegiance to the Irish Republic: now
therefore, we, the elected
Representatives of the ancient Irish
people in National Parliament
assembled, do in the name of the Irish
nation, ratify the establishment of the
Irish Republic and pledge ourselves
and our people tomake thisdeclaration
effective by every means at our

- y g
government in Ireland tobe an invasion
of our national right which we will
never tolerate, and we demand the
evacuation ofour country by the English
Garrison . . .”

The lineage of claim running from
1916 to 1918 and to 1919 was seen as
of paramount importance.

The Message to the Free
Nationsoftheworld called forreland’s
national status to be vindicated at the
Peace Congress. Several reasons were
adduced to support the concept of Irish
nationhood, and it concluded “Ireland

lyandil bly determined
atthedawn of the promised era of self-
determinationand liberty that she will
suffer foreign domination no longer
calls upon every [ree nation to uphold
her national claim to complete
independence as an Irish Republic
against the arrogant pretensions of
England founded in fraud and sustained
only by an overwhelming military
occupation, and demands to be
confronted publicly with England at
the Ci of the Nations, in order
that the civilised world having judged
between Englishmmg_gndhshnghl

may g! : ¥
support for the maintenance of her
national independence

As a practical measure three
delegates were nominated to present

Ireland’s claim at-l}xe Versailles \

" looked backtotheaspirationsof Pearse,

Brugha, seconded by Terence
MacSwiney, on August 20, 1919. It
would appear that members of the Dail
returning from English jails, many of
whom played a prominent part in the
second session of the First Dail on
April 1, 1919, including de Valera
himself, took neither a pledge nor an
cathtotheRepublic! Brugha’s propose

oathwasdesignedtorepair thi ly.
It contained the words ** I will support
and defend the Irish Republic and the

F

Whereas the Irish people is by right a free people:
And Whereas for seven hundred years the Irish people has never ceased to repudiate
and has repeatedly protested in arms against foreign usurpation:

And Whereas English rule in this country is, and always has been, based upon force

Government of the Irish Republic,
which is Dail Eireann, against all
enemies, foreignand domestic...”

Brugha wanted the oath applied
todeputies and officials of the Dail, and
tothe Irish Volunteers. Some deputies
expressed caveats about the oath, but
most were in favour, including Arthur
Griffith, and the motion was passed.
The Army was now subordinate to
Dail Eireann: the isolated killing of two
policemen, which had also occurred on
21 January, was made lesslikely asthe
political and military struggle against
British rule was unified. The scene was
set for the War of Independence

First Dail & self-
determination

r I Y HE promised era of self-
determination that had been
welcomed in the Message to

the Free Nations of the World and the

ideals of the Declaration of

Independence constituted the main

political aim of Dail Eireann - the

recognition of the independent Irish

Republic.

Patrick McCartan had announced
tothecitizens of the Republicof Ireland
residing in America on December 30,
1918 that the people of Ireland have
“finallyachieved the Independence of
Ireland. In the elections which took
place on December 14 last, Ireland
exercised her right of self-
determination” This was the message
that was hammered home at ever
opportunity.

The Peace Conference in Paris
provided the ideal opportunity to make
Ireland’s views known. Sean T
O’Kelly, acting for Dail Eireann,
delivered a statement of Ireland’s
position to all delegates to the
conference on March 31, 1919.
“Ireland”, he declared, “is a nation
which has exercised the right of self-
determination in harmony with

Cont on page 10

and fraud and
people:

by military

against the declared will of the

And Whereas the Irish Republic was proclaimed in Dublin on Easter Monday, 1916,
by the Irish Republican Army acting on behalf of the Irish people:

And Whereas the Irish people is resolved to secure and maintain its complete
independence in order to promote the common weal, to re<stablish justice,
to provide for future defence, to insure peace at home and goodwill with all nations
and to constitute a national policy based upon the people’s will with equal right
and equal opportunity for every citizen:

overwhelming majority its firm allegiance to the Lrish Republic:

Now, therefore, we, the clected Representatives of the ancient Irish people in

National Parliament assembled, do, in the name of the Irish nation, ratify the
li of the Irish Republic and pledge

this declaration effective by every means at our command:

make laws binding on the people of Ireland, and that the Irish Padiament is the
only Parliament to which that people will give its allegiance:

We solemnly declare foreign government in Ireland to be an invasion of our national
right which we will never tolerate, and we demand the evacuation of our country
by the English Gamson:

We claim for our national independence the recognition and support of every free
nation in the world, and we proclaim that independ tobea it J
to international peace hereafter:

who gave our fathers the courage and determination to persevers through long
centuries of a ruthless tyranny, and strong in the justice of the ‘cause which they
have handed down to us, we ask His divine blessing on this the last stage of the
struggle we have pledged ourselves to carry through to Freedom. - Rty

O

In the name of the Irish people we humbly commit our destiny to Almighty God g

And Whereas at the threshold of a new era in history the Irish electorate has in the
General Election of December, 1918, seized the first occasion to declare by an ©

and our people to make

We ordain that the elected Representatives of the Irish people alone have power to

o

oS =
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'Self-determination not accepted

Cont from page 9
principles formulated by President
\\’1Isannndnccq\luﬂvylhct\‘lhgcu‘nl\‘

asthe only sure foundation for a world
peace™,

British response &
end of First Dail

HE British, after minimising

the Dail’s influences, had not

only banned it (September

1919), but also had taken measures to

destroy its influence. These measures

advanced on two fronts; on the one

handamilitary campaign was conducted

1o suppress the Republic: on the other

and a constitutional process was
initiated to subvert the Republic

On the constitutional front the
main driving force was the Irish
Committee of the British Cabinet,
newlyre<created in October 1919, The
proposals of this Committee were
negated by Unionistinfluence, notably
by SirWalter Long, and the Government
of Ireland Act of December 23, 1920
was theresult. Partition was introduced
into Ireland.

Members of the Dail appear to
have been slow to realise the full
implications of the Act, but it dealt a
severe blowto the Déil’s battle for self-
determination: firstly, the unity of
Ireland was denied; and, secondly, the
sovereignty of England was asserted
not only in “Northem Ireland,” but

also overall Ireland.
TACTIC
By this time the British

resistance to the Republican D4il
had adopted anothertactic. Since about
October 1920 secret iations had

in the new Declaration’

: S

® Meeting of First (All-Irelan

Negotiation, and the compromise
attendant to it, exposed the differences
inapproach thathad broughtmanyinto
the Sinn Féin movement.

The principles of the First Dail
and the unity of its members were lost
asfirstthe Cabinet, December 8,1921,
and then the Déil, January 7, 1922,
split over the Treaty proposals. The
rending of Irish unity and the

begun with leading Sinn Féiners and
membersof Déil Eireann. Warand secret
negotiationsmarched side by side until
the Truce of July 11, 1921. In the
meantime the Government of Ireland
Acthad beenimplemented inthe North
of Ireland and its separate Parliament
wasinaugurated on June 7 and publicly
opened by the King on June 22.

The last action of the First Dail,
through the Ministry, was to reply to
Lloyd George. Thistheydid atmeetings
on July 25 and August 8, 1921. The
reply, tendered to Lloyd George on

of Republicanideals was
marked most dramatically by the
meeting of the pro-treaty group as the
Parliament of Southemn Ireland on
January 14 inorder toratify the Treaty.

Their  action symbolised a
recoznition of the British claim that

d) Dd

of the state and those who participate
inthem.
As one marks the occasion of the
i

ireann in the Round Room of the Mansion House.

The terms of the English proposals in
regard to the Government of Ireland
Act and the Treaty not only revealed

d d divisi the

75thanniversary, th
leb ideal proudly p

but withregret 1

an ideal not yet attained.

Conclusion
PARTIAL explanation for
A the failure to secure the
Republican ideal has been
 provided by Judge Kingsmill Moore’s
analysis of the contrasting motives of
those who joined Sinn Féin in 1917 —
they were not, he has pointed out, all

S

Diil Eireann wasnota lawful authority
—itcouldnotact for the people. On the
same day the Provisional Government
was created. The same Provisional
Govemmentacting in co-operation with
theBritish Government, prevented the
Second Diil (elected May 13, 1921)
from dissolvingitselfthus giving rise to
th q

D Thisanalysis
had previously been made by FrMichael
O’Flanagan who showed that the original
officials of Republican Sinn Féin of

- 1917 divided almost equally into pro-
and anti-Treaty supporters.

And yet to focus on the internal
divisioninthelrishranksis tomiss one

Irish people, but also caused apd
promoted those differences. Herein lies
a warning for today’s deliberations:
British proposals produce Irish
divisions.
Downing Street
Declaration
OMMENTATORS and
politicianshave compared the
Downing Street Declarationto
the Treaty of 1921; the present
declaration hasbeenhailed as“historic”
b kit hthat cannotbe i; ‘
Lloyd George used the same word
“historic” to bring de Valera to the
negotiating table. At the conference
table in 1921 the Irish had to respond
to British proposals that guaranteed
the partition of Ireland and the

agreementand consent of a majority of
the people of Northern Ireland”...

In a subsequent address to the
Irish Association on January 10, 1994
the Taoiseach clarified the reasons for
thisapproach, and quoted withapproval
an article by Dr John Bowman which
claimed that the Declaration was “the
most separatist” by a British
Government in two centuries.

AMAZING

Bowman'’s article maintained that
“the principle of national self-
determination has never been
scrutinised seriously in Ireland”, an
amazing claim. [t was scrutinised most
carefully; but never questioned
Bowman's scrutiny however raised
questions and led him to favour
recognition of the Unionist claim to the
six counties, basing his opinion, to a
large extent, onthe 1918 election result.

No mention was made in his article
of the electoral balance in 1916; no
mention was made of the character of
Unionist opposition to Home Rule; no
mention was made of Unionist influence
to frame the Government of Treland Act
to their own requirements; no mention
was made of the broader historical claim
against the “two nation theory”. One
could go on.

However, the very careful
scrutiny of the principle of self-
determination made by de Valera in
October 1920, and presented to
President Wilson in pamphlet form,
provides a precise refutation of the
principle accepted by Bowman.
Commenting specifically on the 1918
electionresults, de Valeradeclared that
“to pretend that absolute unanimity
must by obtained, or torefuse to accept
as final in determining the will of the
nationsuchamajorityasthatinIreland,
is to cut at the foundation, not merely
of the principle of self-determination,
but at the foundation of democracy
itself, fordemocracy, in the last analysis,
stands on the principle of majority
ule”

It seems reasonable to question —
to seek “clarification” — of a
Declaration in which the recognition of
the political status of Northern Ireland
isbacked by a British guarantee, while
the recognition of self-determination
fortheisland of Treland is not backed by

: fi ; important point: the role of the British of British igntyin any guarantee at all - indeed several
August 10, was fully with RepublicanDéx"]lw lawful lineage ofthe Gol‘)/ommcl:\(:incrating Eaarins Sam gnty qualifications are made againstit.
e Tl o o O SO 0 o e sy noted Atthe conferencetablein1994,it It would seem prefenable to
) 4Lioyd George that Dominion  Féin was also destroyed. After two  hat*If(in1921) Englandhadoffered  wouldappear, hatthe same guarantees 2 pucce it ipartboniha sty
T “illusg » and that  Ard-Fheis in 1922 Sinn Féin as a “a alittlemore oralittle less there would Willstill bein operation. The principle ~ Proved the best way of reconciling the
“at ion” provided the  band of brothers,” committed fo jts have been unanimity in acceptance or of selfd forthe island of  Unionistaspiration forBritishness with
only solution. % 1917 constitution, was no more. rejection, but the English terms were Ireland, proclai dlybythe ;hnz RTeibeG ity K;»‘,mlm'\l
He , in regard to the north,  Division is part of the legacy of the cxa:‘:lly, ljwughlt!unk ‘fort:ntous]y, of ﬁ:vsvtrl\)éx‘l,has?notbeen accepted inthe o n;aive B cxi:& 3 b;:; Mm
added, A0 < : e 2o p suc : y
g:ﬁcwmmﬂ;f il f""“‘“m“f!’?"?‘“{ enlreland, someofthemostfundamental divisi In the Declaration the Taoiseach the ormula that was devised i 1921,
i i ot o ApaboN SR s o et o e g Dyt S
the call of any section of our people who accept the Treaty of 1921 Wle GEsgs ;d.‘e‘ ey = thatthed icright community of nations i::“ ; the
population.” Behind the facade of and those who reject it; and divisi of the jud, * rlrish of self-d by the people of BrilishEg' oS ‘*‘as'lcd
unity, h , dif were h toreject the Treaty into the term _“fom .tously,.“_ may .bc _ Ireland ol Joi ey e PUFnCiln ¢ be reconcil
appearing in Republican ranks, those who abstain from the instituti dinreg :dto British policy.  exercised with, and subject to the “Vith Irishnational aspirations.
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The groups co-ordinator,
Fionnbarra O Dochartaigh,
explained that the group first

interested inthis subject
afieraweekend fact-finding visit
CrossmagleninSouth Armagh
where members welcomed in
the new year with local
environmentalists. .
A leading American
m\immsmmlist,\mouavelled
withthe group, poured scornon
local claims that particular
i i Idbea
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military
 potential health hazard as a
qesult of suspected radiation

However research to date
can neither confirm or deny
popular apprehensions in
various areas of the north,
including those expressed by
those campaigning for the
-removal of the ‘Rosemount
Tower’.

O Dochartaigh, a post-
gaduateofthe Open University
- loldthe SAOIRSE in January:
“OurR & D group has been in
+ lowhwithseveral organisations

\

2

examined isnoteasy and ismade
even more difficult by the
realisation that an incorrect
could have serious

e \

- and g 1
 duringourresearch, Thesehave
* included Friends of the Earth,
| teBritish Medical Association
| (BMA), Science Faculty of
| 9o University, the Health
* dSafety Protectorate and the
alRadiological Protection

APPREHENSIONS

_None of these organis-

o ‘Sf;ciu can totally
5 ;

medical and socio-economic
implicetions. Itisclearthat there
is more involved than purely
scientific considerations, or
concern for tenants, health
workers, farmers or livestock.

TRADE UNIONS

"The Trade Union move-

Eilvéis

ldlghhcnnuiwhl ar siil idir an
A.I:‘ AgUs an (Sualainn, An
Fhionlainn, An Torua agus An
Ostair maidir le ballrafocht
lomldn. Votail muintirnahlonua
ugcmnnclmllrm’ochlu,nrnd(uigjn
11972 ugusmgnchscausnnngr;
ndéanfaidh siad amhlaidh aris,

RADIATION EMISSIONS
.- A POTENTIAL HAZARD

cent weeks the Derry-based West Bank
rch and Development Group has been
ng out intense research into such matters
-ionising radiations and the risk of cancers
from electromagnetic fields. The research is on-
oing and will be made available to interested
P”ﬁ“’ including environmentalists.

DNA, implying that these fields
may not be capable of initiating
cancer inamatter that parallels
that of ionising radiation and
many chemical agents. The
results of some whole animal
andc_cl_lulnrstudics suggest the
possibility that electromagnetic
fields might act as co-
carcinogens or tumour
promoters but, taken overall,
the data is inconclusive”.

EUROPEAN

He  explained that
documentation which has
arrived from European sources
in Sweden, Denmark and
Norway are currently being
studied in some detail. "These
are much more enlightening
because these countries are ata
moreadvanced stage of research.

+ "The three new European
occupational studies
strengthened the evidence for
believing that some group of
workers in industries where
exposure to EM fieldsmay have
beenelevated, havean increased
risk of leukaemia, but not of
brain cancers. However, the
recently published
epidemiological studies were
reviewed at a meeting of the
Committee on the Medical
Aspects of Radiation in the
Environment, heldinMarch 11,
1993.

"The Committee stressed
that any evidence for an
association between residential
exposure of electromagnetic
fields and cancer was weak and
based ona very smallnumberof
cases. However, in the UK the
National Study of Childhood
Canceri ining ibl

menthas th dcould
hold the financial key to
unlocking many mysteries if

g Wy phd

influence ofanumber of agents,
includingmagneticfields, onthe
o =

positi !
the level ofthe ICTU’s national
and provincial executives.
*This area of research hasall
the barriers of jargmlnndfonlm}

(R pab
‘. Yes various sources
1> Power lines, lasers,

reasonwe

interest being shown by at least
one influential agency. Too
much of }lw.rcsear.ch Ims'l’)ml

ﬁndrings are,

these
” notvery helpful,

coys. 2re particularly

"It cannot be concluded

hildhood cancer.
EXPOSURE
"New  guidelines  on

exposure to electromagnetic
fields are currently being
formulated bythe Chilton-based
National Radiological Protection
Board. Their May bulletin
would indicate that “at present
epidemiological studies donot
provide an effective basis for

quantitative restrictions on

s important 1o
o lhatgeq)lgiamimu
bealy % including the
Service itself, are
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cont igations,

either A

havenoeffecton the physiology
of cells, even if the fields are
weak, or that they produce
effects that would, in other

to electromagnetic

fields",
In time, if they are proven

circumstances, be  as
suggestive of potential
1 ! ity’”h‘ Sabl
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against electromagnetic fie

acting directlytodamagecellular

will
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be facing high compensation
claims", the West Bank R & D
Group's director concluded.
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MORALACH

T'4 na hEilvéisigh méralach
asan daonlathas rannphirtioch
Agus as an georas feideardlach
ata acu. Bhainfeadh céras na
Bruiséile bonn 6n daonlathas
sin. Ta cearta dirithe ag na
saorinaigh. Samplade nacearta
siniseaandroitd initiative. M
bhailitear d6thain sinitichan ar
cheistar bith caithfear reifreann
a chur ar bun agua ligint do na
daoine a mbreith a thabhairt.

Dé hAoine, an 214 Eandir,
leagadh nacdipéis aui, le 106,879
sinilichén, i lathair an rialtais i
mBern ag éileamh go geuirfi an
tairiscint sco os comhair na
ndaoine—

~ Volunteer Peter

l. go dtarraingeofai siar
an t-jarratas ar
bhallraiocht san AE,
agus

2 nach mbeadh cead ag
rialtas na hEilvéise
jarratas eile a dhéanamh
agus idirbheartaiocht a
chur ar bun gan cead
a fhail roimhré 6n
bpobal chuige sin —i
reifreann.

Caithfear,de réir bunreachta,
an tairiscint nua seo a chur faoi
bhraid na ndaoine taobh istigh
dedhébhliain.

LIMISTEIR
Ba sna limi

SOUTH Down Republicans gathered in
Bryansford cemetery on Sunday, January 23 to
commemorate the 22nd Anniversary of the death
on active service of Vol Peter McNulty from

Castlewellan.

At this year’s ceremony a
wreath was laid by Christy
Devlin on behalfof Republican
SinnFeinand Danny Fitzpatrick
led the crowd ina decade of the
Rosary. The national flag was
held aloft by PJ Travers and a
lament was played by Patrick
Rooney. The chairperson Marie
Carlin then introduced the
speaker, Michael Donegan from
South Armagh.

He spoke of the Repub-
lican tradition from which the
McNultys came, of Peter’s
father Patrick who foughtinthe

Castlewellan company, Fourth
Northern Division, Irish
Republican Army in the 1920s.

“Peter McNulty would not
surrender to Stormont nor could
heaccept BritishruleinIreland—
and he laid down his precious
lifein proclaiming his faith inan
Irish Republic on January 26,
1972.

“The youth of today have
a similar choice to make, faced
with a shamed leadership, no
longer Republican in anything
but name, which touts
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Ghearmdinise is mé a bailiodh
nasinitichdin, Zurich, Bemagus
Saint-Gallen go héirithe, agus1
Ticino, an ceantar [odailise.

Is tir shaibhir fhorbartha
i An Eilvéis anois, a bhuiochas
san do pholasaithe
fadradharcachaagusdo shaothar
cruaamuintire. Beidh sédeacair
déibh fanachtamuighas an AE,
mé théann an chuid is m6 de
thiortha an Chomhlachais
Saorthradalaisteachann.

Ni scaoilfidh na hEilvéisigh
lena neodracht nad lena
ndaonlathas go héasca mar sin
féin.

Beimid san airdeall agus
coinneoimid 4r |éitheoiri ar an
eolas.

agreements and compromises,
that would once again secure
British rulein occupied Ireland,”
Michael Donegan said.

He hoped that in the days
ahead enough men like Peter
McNulty, unshakeableand true,
will renew their faith in the
Republican ideal and reject
anything less than British
withdrawal from the Six
Counties. |

He concluded by remem- |
bering two of Peter’s brothers |
Jim, whodied on November 19 |
lastand Eamon (Ned) whodied l

[
|
|

on February 17, 1990, and two |
Down Republicans, Joe |
McCrickard, Leitrim, |
Castlewellan and Paddy Devlin, ‘
Kilcoo, who died recently, i
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Fenian Notes

By our Washington Correspondent -

N January 5, 1994, former
Speaker of th US House of
Representatives, Thomas P

“Tip” O’Neill died. This writer knew
MrO*Neill all his life, in fact, I can’t

remember not knowing him. Both of

us had been bormn into working-class
Inish immigrant neighbourhoods. To
give him credit, Tip never forgot where
he came from and would always do a
favour for a constituent

Tip O'Neill loved being Irish
and he flaunted itas a badge ofhonour
When the present war exploded in
Ireland, Tip was approached for his
supportand hg gaveit, willingly. The

in his district who became involved

All of those who talked to Tip
regarding the Six-Counties were
supporters of the Republican
Movement and that was told him up
front. Tip said he agreed with them.
There was instant trust because
O’Neill knew everyone and he knew
their families. In addition, O’Neill
followed his heart and conscience
which he said was very anti-British.

He despised the injustices they
were doing to the Irish people, his
people. Had there been no injustice by
the British in Ireland, Tip O’Neill
would have been born in Cork, Ireland,
not Cambridge, M: h

S

At that time, Tip xmd th I)uhlm
govermment was and did
nothing to keep Congress informed.
He said, they do not seem interested
atalland thishe could notunderstand.
He was informed that the British
created two states in 1922, Northern
Irelandand the Irish Free State—two
illegitimate statelets of the same
mother. Thissituation hasnever been
addressed and rectified by the British.

Tip enjoyed telling the story
of how his father and his friends sent
guns to the [RA in the false bottoms
of coffins going back to Ireland in the
1916 era. He said maybe that should
be done again.

He said the Jews sentmoney
and weapons to the so-called Jewish
lerronsts why shouldn’t the Irish do
The Jews never worried ifit

SUPPORTER

Congressman O’Neill was an

was legal, only that it was right. Tip
thought the Irish need tobe strong like
that.

early supporter of the Republi
Movement’s goals and he said so
publicly and he identified with them
because they were anti-British. He
even went a step further and said he
supported the Irish Republican Army
who were fighting British injustice.
He later repeated this on CBS News.
Tip said his initial instincts were
usually correct.

In 1973 Tip O’Neill sponsored
a Congressional Reception for Smn
Féin President Ruairi O Bra

The previously SR
congressional reception was a
spectacle to behold. For a normal
reception in Congress one is doing
well to attract 10 members, but the
O’Neill/ O Bradaigh one drew 70. It
was unheard of. Tip came at 7pm and
stayed until 2am in the morning
shouting to one and all, if you don’t
support the IRA get the hell out.

At the end of 1973, panic set
inandthe BritsandFree Staterealised

During aprivate meeu.ngmhxsoﬂicc
priortothereception, O” Null saldhe
andhis coll getonly

the story, the British-US State
Department line. They need to be
kept informed of Irish views. The
British control propaganda, he said,
and the American people believed the
Lies.

theyhadt di movetostop
similar endorsements of Irish
Republicans by such as O’Neill. An
infiltrator was needed, aman without
conscience, who could peddle the big
lie and be believable and he had to be
Irish born, shallow and persuasive.
DIS

Enter John Hume. Here was

® The late Thomas P 'Tip'

October 1973.

aman whose intent in the States was
to distort the situation in Ireland and
to sell a plan, any plan, that did not
necessitate the end of partition or a
British withdrawal. His targets were
Senators Kennedy, Moynihan,
Govemor Careyof New Yorkand Tip
O’Neill. To assist him Fine Gael and
Fianna Fail set up a slush fund for
Hume and a second source also lent
support - the enemy British
govermnment.

Hume played the martyr role
with Kennedy to lure his sympathy.
Hume implied he carried the weight of
the Six Counties on his shoulders and
his way did not involve “violence”
but dialogue. He was portrayed as a
determined man of peace who alone
could unite the divided communmes
ofIreland. Hume: d who

'Neill (secmul from right) at the US Congressional Recep!mn  for Sinn Féin
President Ruairi O Brddaigh and Fermanagh-South Tyrone MP Frank McManus in Washington in

COWARDS
Successive Dublin governments
have proved to be physical cowards
unwillingtofightIreland’sonly enemy
- the Brits. Cowardice is synonymous
with the Free State.
EMEMBER , the Kennedys
R never did anything for
the Irish in the United States
or in Ireland. They are very pro-
British. To those not wanting to show
courage and shout down the British,
John Hume was the ideal ally. Hume
won over Kennedy, Moynihan, Carey
and finally O’Neill who went along
because he was put in a position of
looking like he backed the use of force
which he had. It was a way out and is
notexcused.
Tip had honestly believed in the
“Heb

could turn on the tears especially after
drink.

Hi din 1 slander

IRA lieved the Irish
peoplehad aright to fight the British.
His initial instincts were from the
heart and when he listened to it he

against Irish-American leaders who
wereanti-Britishand anti-Free State.
Kennedy bought all Hume was selling
because it was the easy way out. The
line became we support the Irish
government which was the same as
saying they support the Brits because
Dublin had no courage to defy them
and no courage to oppose them by
threats.

dright. Oneofhisoldest friends
was John Mackin the Boston lawyer
who was an uncompromising
supporter of the Republican
Movement and Tip listened to him.
Hume worked O’Neill and with
Kennedy’s help convinced him he
should back the Dublin government
and follow their lead. After all, they
were the govemnment and elected
officialslike himself.

BOUGHT IT

Tip finally bought it and once in,
he had to stick it out even though he
blamed the 26-County government’s
unconcernover the Six Counties as the
element which contributed to the
necessity for the IRA to exist. Hume
filled him with lies against peopleand
organisations, which was to make him
believe that his continued support of
the IRA would further unnecessary
bloodshed.

Tip met with and tried to
persuade Irish Republicans to back
Dublin without success and lost his
old friend John Mackin in the process
and that hurt him. Tip was set up,
luredin, and hisintentions being good,
hisDublin handlers had only one thing
in mind: do nothing, keep the status
quo and back the British position on
the North of Ireland.

As Tip O’Neill, my old friend,
isburied, Iam going to remember the
real Irishinan who told me that the
IRA ofa few hundred holding 30,000
British soldiers to a standstill makes
him proud to be Irish and makes them
the greatest army in the world. That
was the real Tip who stood with
Ruairi O Bradaighand said he believed
in the cause of Irish freedom. Rest
easy old pal, you are forgiven.

— Peadar Mac Fhinin

Nothing

In it

For
Nationalists

A chara proponents of the Loyalist veto

James Molyneaux agrees . that British guarantee to
that the Joint Decl gives i which has been the
nationalists nothing. The prime obstacle to resolving the
unionists, he sadel,avc nowa  70.year-old nightmare and the

An

the things the Joint Declaration
was doingand which wastotally
central to it, was to address the
Republican Movement”.

emanating from the widely
. acknowledged ambiguity of this
document is the constant
rhetorical pandering to the

obvious factor

guarantees” which copper  country, This seems, at first,  SWeeping media euphoria, the
fastened the unionist position lLkaasluﬂmﬂanus\\posmon concerted political and church Strike
inthe past, are nowreaffirmed  But when we der it in P g h S
thusconsolidatingtheunionists  context, what in fuct we are  °n the verge of peace! Achara
and depriving them of, beingtoldisthattherightofself- ~ The editorial ina popular A Trojan priest and two
motivation forchange. determination may only be  West Belfast newspaper has  sons were crushed to death by
Ifthe Joint Declarationwas ~ exercised subject to the ~ Wamed: “Let no person, no  two great sea-serpents as a
meant to woo the warring  agreement and consent of the matter how exalted in either warning to the Trojans against
Republicans, tisdifficulttosee  minority communityinlreland, chmhwshte-mkeyoumept drawing the huge wooden horse
iiithins Hasiomdd i e fboth  this e on the falsc of the Greeks into Troy. The
partisan in its preparation and ~ governmentstoci the P At ident s the subject ofone of
sobelligerentinitspoliciesand  right of Ireland as a whole to 1fyoure_|ecm.No!lungcouldbe the most famous examples of
proposals. Thereisnothinginit  self-determination. fi from the truth”, ancient sculpture, now in the
to reassure nationalists, Not' Both Mr Major and Mr It should not have been a VaucanMuscum
once are they mentioned by ~ Spring continue to insist that  Surprise to anyone when John mﬂs‘ﬂvlﬂe. pmbably
name. Despitethediscrimination  time is of the essence for all  Major,inhisC of the P 1,(100-
they endured for years, lhey nationalists to take up the following the Downing Street - 200BC)inPliny’stime sioodin
don t even merit a foot time d that the thepalaeeorthe]impqm—’rm;s
dadd muldl'm(bemommuilpmous. - dechmﬁonmeansnomﬂnvulue in Rome but later disappeared., . .
t0.! 3t mcvﬂnpcs'wfu]ethehopesmd while“the 61"80{118 [mfcs' i .ofuchle‘vhgnumtbdﬂ'éldnd,nh‘.'.ilwasdmmmmll rediscovered.”
comEondon, JohnHumems:sts 5 mlwmuuvesandpmuess' -~ Wpirdtions of the majority  betweenM Major " loBl ' 1in 1506, when it made a great .
3 oot ~ »- - Since the. tisnot  peopleofireland are fl y - isreli the Unionist veto, 2 notoan?umetab]eforaumled ‘impression,. especially

wellas  req]

topolitical

morc

endorsement of traditional
unionistdemands, aheadofthe  this is the document’s
proposed negotiations, isall the
remarkable, The
“statutory constitutional

A paramount exmnpie of

affirmation that it is for “the
people of the sland ofIreland”
alonetodecidethe future of the

vulnerability to parliamentary
defeat willimpede London from
anymeaningful arrangement for
peaceinthe foreseeable future.

For good or for bad, the
Joint Declaration is now seen
by Republicans and others as a
rehash of the old rules under
which the new game of Irish
politics will be played. This, of
course, would be considerably
enhanced if the Provos would
deemtosuccumb, “Peace must
have meaning beyond the
cessation of violence” (Brian

Keenan). Where then is the
recipe for peace! Whence the

+ to any change in the unionist
vetoand zo toany Dublinsayin
the affairs of the north. Is this
whatthe Taoiseachunderstands
the Joint Declaration to mean?

AN t-ATHAIR PIARAS O

DUILL
Sréid na hEaglaise
Baile Atha Cliath 7

British
Trickery
In 1980-81
Hunger

obeasolutionandthat, “among

purported to ‘be a solution, its ~ andheavilyqualified,

Clearly CMr

Major’s

pecially: on.
Ireland, notojointauthority,no « -Michaelangelo. - AR
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e A" tor and

B,‘nas"r racian:
Ly B2 along O
 deals with the
. 1.\0 ‘i‘lglsucncmA
vening of

> by Michael O Cuinneagiin ,
historian is an account of the
,,1(!"“2-22 drawing its title from a quotation

‘Truth always lags last,
the arm of time’.

One of the more interesting
claims made in the book is lh'x';
(‘.Ol].m.\* was ‘blackmailed® in;o
sngl:m_g the 1921 Treaty due to
arelationship between him :
Moya Lv:\\'v?ll,\'n ;)Lz:]\'li‘ln*\dm:{
member of ‘London Society’
whichresultedinachild,

O Cuinneagiin states that
(:allms was removed from the
Free State cabinet in July 1922
partly because of the
embarrassment caused by his
alleged involvement in (h;:
shooting of Sir Henry Wilson
and hisunwillingnessto step up

Truth

~Time by Michael 0 Cuinneagdin

® Michael Collins (lefY) and Richard Mulcahy.

the war on Republican
He was inste.
chairman of t}

n forces.
ad replaced as
he ‘Executive

USArish churchmen co

ijbS bias

3 By a Special Correspondent

INT DECLARATION via a trans-Atlantic
\ideo link, connecting leading churchmen in
astand Wa§hmgton, is beln.g hailed asamajor
evelopment 1n the campaign against jobs
gicrimination and for increased US investment
”n-uteﬁmore jozs dm tl:ie SleCounties. Such
«mes after some decades o campaigning.
Throughout thg years of the Troubles natio%lalis%s
have been 2.5 times more likely to be unemployed
fhan other sections of the workforce. In 1967,
md.eci;ﬂGﬁghts mo t was founded, the
figure was 2.0.

The link-up took place on Human Rights to the
Fridey, January 14, forthcoming review of fair
Representatives  of the employment legislation. Sucha
countries’ Catholic, call has proved highly
Preshyterian, Anglican and ~ embarrassing to the British
Methodist churches  government who have always
peticipated in dialogue and  insisted that currentlegislation
gedtheirjointstatement,after  successfully tackled this issue.
mahs of preparation. To press this point home the
 They  urged more Conservatives have spent
miestment, job creation and  millions of dollars in the US to
zqﬂfﬁty, but said their  convey such misinformation.

was intended neither to
adnenorundermine thenine BRITISH LINE
MaBride Principles for fair High-ranking SDLP
smployment, which have  spokesmen, who also echoed
the support of some  the British line during several
Astatesinthe USAand  visitsto America, are known to
;ﬂl)'ldmmmumoyﬂ be privately furious at the
Thm implication of the churchmen’s
§ churchmen appealed  statement.
| 28 Bitish govemment to  Leading  Irish-American

TEC) ang e Standing

public representatives, who
wentalong with the SDLPline,
in a series of fax messages 0 a
Derry freelance journalist
revealed a sense of anger and

:ﬁ::“‘b@lﬁm of the
‘ppointed  Fair
tployment Commission

With

contradictory statements being

issued by both sides. Most of

the five demands were,
reputedly, Within days
we discovered that alleged
promises were totally broken.
The second hunger strike
began on March 1, 1981 by
Bobby Sands. On March 15
Bobby stood for election (0
S e

onApril 11. Thispoliti
co:l"’e‘:red on him by the

ic wishes of

ing”. Maggie
monnrvnive Party
conference on: , 1950,

Four hunger strikers died in
May. On May 12 :Anggg
Thatcher  restate
HEtEinatl not lo‘gnlnl

s

“ mnmmq;mw il they al
* hemsolves, [rom QrgiRan .. tis
, nﬁmby.'(ngamnlc.-mﬂ . usince

Btk oL e LTt

e ViR

*

gnuucil’ of the Free State by W
(l Cosgrave and appointed
Commander-in-Chief® of the

Free State Army. These changes
were not made public at the
time. At thetime of his death, O
Cuinneagain believes Collins
was on the point of negotiating
atruce with Republican leaders,
adevelopment not welcomed in
Westminster or by elements
‘ree State Cabinet.
met Dalton,
who O Cuinneagiin believes was
aBritishdoubleagent, asCollins
likely assassin

Interestingly, Richard
Mulcahy who succeeded Collins
as Commander-in-Chief of the
Free State Army did not vacate
hiscabinet seatand remained as
Minister of Defence in the Free
State Government

BRITISH AGENT
O Cuinneagdin also claims
that Tim Healy first Governor

13

always lags last

General of the Irish Free State
wasin facta British Intelligence
agent who operated as such

within  Irish  National
Organisations from 1882
onwards

() Cuinneagain believes
that it was Healy and not James
Carey who was the informer
following the assassinations of
Cavendish and Burke, British
Chief Secretary and Under
Secretary respectively in the
Phoenix Park in 1882, whichled
tothe execution of five members
of the ‘Irish National
Invincibles’

Michael O Cuinneagéin has
written a provocative and
thought provoking book which
certainly lays the ground for
further study of this turbulent
period in Irish history.

— Deasiin O Daltiin.

e Oliver Kearney: 'a belated acknowledgement of

discrimination'.

outrage because they feel they:
have been deliberately misled
bylheSDLPlcaderJohnHume
and otherofficials of that party.
Some are puzzled as to why
John Hume and others in the
SDLP have taken such an
unprincipled position, when
they knew the truth on the
ground.

The truth was that the
ko ety

which they feel the SDLP leader
should have corrected on any
one of his frequent visits to
America. However they feel that
as a result of the churchmen’s
statement they are now fully
aware of the actual status of
nationalists within the labour
market of British-Occupied
Ireland.

The churchmen’s document
was widely welcomed by the

5 = £C 2L

for mo;e than 25 years, and that
Britain was peddling a blatant
falsehood in their country,

wearing usual prison uniform

FairEmploy omumiss
politicians and civil rights

campaigners.

We all know now that

but their felothing. 2 were in progres
Kieran Nugent said that the  the ‘whole time, The Mountain
warders would have to nailthe  Man has been acquainted with
json-issue uniform tohisback  MartinMcGuinnesssince 1972
before he would wear it. and even though he retired from
That was in 1976, the same MIS in the carly 19805, he was
year that the European  broughtoutofretirementa few
Commission found that “deep ago to renew the contact.
interrogation” techniques of Cardinal O Fiaich worked
i usedinRUCE K irelessly for l.hcl,, 5 ;’lls
A did some other clergy as well.
wﬁs:;:‘u;e; ug:,m:;:ﬂx::‘ The Irish Commission for
e i Couysate, G S
‘As the second hunger strike Mﬂwms:w
L erent bodias . (in DO
tried to mediate and find & oy pevine, diedon August
solution. “Clarification” WiS 5 he day beforcOwen Carron

i ible. . :
e wil not negotiate with

unil theygetinvolved
withthepolitical ", said
je Tha

\

R OUR

won Bobby Sands seat at
Westminster.

The campaign continued
until October23. Within days
of its conclusion most of the

e e

BELATED

However Oliver Kearney,
secretary of the pressure group
Equality, qualified his welcome
in so far as he described the
development asa “belated and
grudging acknowledgement of
the pervasiveness  of
discrimination”.

Bob Cooper, the FEC
chairman, said a “twin-track
strategy” of investment and
tougher anti-bias laws was
essential to the elimination of
job discrimination.

“This joint call is an
important and welcome
contribution to efforts to
eradicate a problem that has
blighted the North ofIreland for
far too long”.

Fionnbarra O Dochartaigh,
the northern correspondent of
the Catholic Herald (London)
told SAOIRSE, “It is highly
unlikely that this initiative
would have occurred without
yearsof dedicated and effective
work by campaignersin America
and Europe for the MacBride
Principles. I recall efforts to
highlightthisissue years before
we gathered in Belfast to
establish the civil rights
movement.

Tt

Fr Sean McManus outlined his
organisation’s response. This
Fermanagh-born priest pointed
out that the INC had
spearheaded the MacBride
campaign. and felt that the
church leaders should be
congratulated for their “moral
leadership and ecumenical
solidarity”.

The joint declaration was
prompted by a visit to America
last February by the leaders of
the four main Irish churches,
which focused on investment
and fair employment concerns.
Some observers believe that the
initial proposal came from
leading Christian churches in
America, which may be
confirmed by subsequent
announcements.

ACTION

Cardinal Cahal Daly said
itsintention wasto depoliticise
the issue of fair employment
and encourage constructive
change through consensus. Yet,
as seasoned observers quickly
relate, it was effective political
action which brought this matter
to the attention of the
international community, rather
than supposedly non-political

may
yet come, but without any
guarantees of equality if
MacBrideisdiluted inany way
as a result of ‘respectable’
elements introducing a less
demanding code of practice. We
must all remain vigilant on this
issue”.

One of SAOIRSE’s
regularcorrespondents faxed the
Irish National Caucus office on
Washington’s Capital Hill and

EASTER
LILY

e

G

Saow

Dr Eric Gallagher, a former
president of the Methodist
Church, said the North was
“crying out for employment”.

“All of us need to recognise
that this part of the world is
crying out for investment. It's
bleeding todeath; andunless we
get more investment, jobs and
more justice, I tremble to think
what the future of Northern
Ireland will be,” he said.
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Honour Ireland's Dead! :

Easter Lilies now available, £17.50per
1,000, from Peig King, 29 All Saint's Park, 1
Raheny, Dublin 5. 1
APPLICATIONS FOR SPEAKERS |

at County Easter Commemorations 1
should be sentto: |

AnRUnai |

. Coiste.Cuimhneachain Naisiunta 1
0ifig Eire Nua, 41 Cé Arann, BAC =~ "' 1
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| On February 21,
1944 the
Ambassador to
Dublin David
Gray — no friend
of Ireland —
delivered a note
to de Valera
which could be

ultimatum.

[

\

‘ _ll sought the removal from Eire
(S.lc) of German and Japanese
diplomatic and consula
representatives. The next day Si
John Maffey, the British
“Representative”™, as he was then
‘ styled also delivered a note.

It welcomed the US initiative and “fully
supported” their “request” to the Dublin
Government. All of this had of course been
carefullystagemanaged.

It has emerged now from State papers
available to researchers that the British and the
Americans conspired together to put pressure
onthe 26-County state. Gray had been preparing
such a situation for a year.

The US would lead because if the Britishdid
so Irish opinion could be veryquickly roused and
united inrejection. The Canadians were reported
10 be upset because they had been ignored.

Ottawa would not call for the notes to be
withdrawn as requested by Dublin but they
advised no publicity in the matter. The
Australians when"sounded out rebuffed the
Dublin Government. Irish-born Archbishop
Mannix attacked Prime Minister Curtin for his
attitude.

But at least the Allies were divided on the
question and that helped de Valera. The whole
purpose behind the moves was to use a refusal
1o blunt a post-war anti-partition campaign in
the US.

As Jack Hickerson of the American State
Department noted on February 28, “the principal
sanction which we had in mind, in the event'of
a refusal, was the wrath of American mothers
whose sons’ lives would be placed in jeopardy”.

He added in conversation with Robert
Brennan, the Dublin Administration’s

e i that R 1t's
assurance of not infringing 26-County neutrality,
givenayear earlier, still stood. Mr Brennan could
advise his government accordingly.

De Valera had told Gray immediately he
received the note that aslong ashe was in office
the answer would be “no”. “For a yearand a
half you have been advertising the invasion of
Europe and what has got outabout ithas not been
from Eire”, he continued.

NEUTRAL

The German Minister had behaved very
correctlyand decently and as aneutral de Valera
would not send him away. And he acted
immediately on the military side.

All that night the Free State Defence
Council was in session, its army moved into
defensive positionsand the LDF was mobilised

ROCKY BU

IN

¥
regarded as an

W‘

® eama '‘Rocky s, OCBea«

Borderand that they had Observation Postsand
Listening Posts inside the Six Counties.

De Valera’s response was given on March
6 and delivered by Brennan the following day. It
said that a break in diplomatic relations was
universally recognised as the first step to war.
The answer was “no”. Neutrality had a united
people behinditand was the logical consequence
of Irish history and of the forced partition of the
national territory.

Indeed ‘Gray had mentioned, when
delivering the famous note on February 21,
Cardinal MacRory’s Lenten pastoral letter in
thatday’s papers. The Cardinal had said that the
Anglo-Americans should be grateful the Irish
werenot fighting on the side of the Axis because
of partition!

Gray on February 29 assured de Valera
orally that “the Americans would not invade
Eire”. Then the newspaper leaks of secret notes
came, first in Washington on March 10. The
London Evening News put the story on its front
pageand said the Free State Army was on stand-
to alert.

RALLIED

Cronin says “de Valera rallied Nationalist
Ireland behind him ina way not seensince 1918.
It was perhaps the greatest triumph of his
political career.” Churchill was given much of
the blame for the crisis by the Irish because on
March 13 he halted travel and trade “between
the United Kingdom and Eire for military
reasons’. Y

This was of course right into de Valera’s
alley. The move was designed “toisolate Great
Britain from SouthernIreland, andalsotoisolat
Southem|reland from the outer world duringthe
critical period which is now approaching”, the
British Premier told the Commons two days
later.

He th d that if a phe befell
the Allied armies that could be traced to Axis
diplomats in Dublin “‘a gulf would be opened

943-44, pictured in his coffin.

RNS KILLED IN ACTION |
N

GerryBoland — “the best manin the Cabinet”,
he called him — toremove the armed escort and
it was done.

Cronin concludes that this was a
“concocted espionage charge against a small
state at the height of WWII”. Even the Allied
Joint Chiefs-of-Staff would not say that 26-
County bases were essential to the war effort.

The State Departments real purpose was to
pre-emptanti-partition agitationinthe US after
the war. A letter to Senator John A Danaher of
Connecticut dated June 7, 1944 (the dayafter D-
Day) from Hickerson of the State Department
made the point thatthe Irish had failed the US in
her hour of need.

CONGRESS

This letter was cleared by the White House,
he told Gray on February 11, 1946. “We have
heard nothing from Congress on thissubject (the
partition of Ireland) for a long:time,”. he
concluded. The 1944 note had been worthwhile.

Gray wrote an introduction to a Unionist
booklet while in retirement in the 1950s. He
claimed neutrality had “served only Hitler’s
objectives”. Cronin says there was a lot of
venom in Gray’s remarks and absolutely no
truth — except for his statement on the ports.

Neutrality served Irish objectives— not
Hitler’s, Churchill’s or Roosevelt’s
objectives— Cronin says. It must be judged
on that basis alone, he concludes.

Meanwhile on the global scene the Red
Army had now penetrated into Poland. In Italy
there was an amphibious landing at Anzio near
Rome by the Alliesbut the Germans confined it
toabeach-head.

Lower down the Italian peninsula at the
actual war front, the Germans entrenched at the
famous Monte Cassinoabbey were besieged but
not over-run or dislodged.

In the Pacific General MacArthur’s’ forces
advanced along the north coast of New Guinea.
US forces took the Admiralty Islands with a

four days after Von Paulus’s surrender and the
German defeat at Stalingrad - two students Hans
and Sophie Scholl werearrested for distributing
leaflets against the war. Theyacted for the White
Rose movement and they were promptly
executed. 1944 would see more of this.

Back home in Ireland during February
another hero fell before the guns of Britannia,
Séamus Burns of Cupar Street, Belfast, known
to his comrades and friends as Rocky, wasa great
Gaeilgeoir. In fact he was a first class Irish
speaker. Interned without trial in Crumlin Road,
Belfast and in Derry Jail, he was among the 21
internees that escaped in March 1943.

Arrested with the others soon after crossing
the Border into the 26 Counties he was interned
gain at the Curragh Concentration Camp. Harry
White recommended that a selected number of
them “sign out” to take part in the Northern
Campaign, then under way.

Albert Price, Billy Perry and Rocky Burns
were among these. They returned to Belfast and
were re-admitted to the Army. Rocky replaced
Jimmy Steele as OC Belfast when Steele was
arrested in May.

Harry says Rocky was “permanently
armed and permanentlyon the run” and recounts
some of his narrow shaves. In prison he was
something of a joker and helped to keep morale
up

Then one afternoon in February 1944 in
daylight Rocky and a companion were stopped
by two RUC in Chapel Lane, Belfast. Not
satisfied with their identity cards they began
escorting themtonearby Queen Street barracks.
Rocky, knowing that this would be the end,
broke away and pulled his gun. The RUC did
likewise.

Shots were exchanged at close range on
both sides and Rocky’s unarmed companion
succeeded in escaping. One of the RUC was hit
inthe shoulder buta thirdin plain clothes coming
from the barracks drew his revolver and shot
Rocky in the stomach.

He died a few days later on February 12 at
the age of 23. Brendan Behan in his poem The
Dead March Past acknowledges him.

“Rocky Burns rises up from Chapel Lane

And Charlie Kerins lives and laughs again.”

Rocky’s story has always been an
inspiration, especially in Belfast where he is
looked on as the prototype Volunteer going
down fighting guninhand as did Cathal Brugha
in Dublin over twenty years earlier.

The last word is from Harry, his comrade
throughout that last year of the Northem
Campaign 1942-44:

“We gave him (Rocky) a soldiers’ funeral
into Milltown, even though the few of us that
were lefthad to stay away. All traffic on the Falls
was stopped and thousands turned out to watch
thecortege.

“There were hundreds of RUC men there
andtwo cage lorries as well. The authorities had
their final kick at him: hissister Madge who was
interned for over two years in Armagh jail had her
request for parole turned down. ~
“A bhuachaill acibhinn dlainn Og
Ba leathan do chroi, ba dheas do phog.
Mo léan gan mise leat féin go deo,

Is go dtéighidh ti, a mhiiirmin, slan”.

andarmed. between Great Britain and Southem Ireland  deep-water port nearer to Japan. (More next month. Refs. Washington's

Sedn Cronin isin our debt for documenting  Which even generations would not bridge”. De IrishPolicy 1916-1986- Independence, Partition,
this whole episode most painstakingly, In fact  Valeramade hay here while the sun shonel RESISTANCE Neutrality by Sean Cronin, published 1987 by
he told this writer in conversation that he  Churchill’s act alarmed Gray. I played February 1944 was the anniversary of the  Anvil Books and Harry, the story of Harry
(Cronin)thenaservingofficer withthe FreeState  intode Valera shands, hetold gton.Gray  first 1 hy 1 to Hitler’s regime  WhiteasrelatedtoUinseannMacEoin, published
Army was with a unit deployed on the actual  Was given a Special Branch guard, He asked  within Germanyitself. OnFebruary 17,1943- 1985 by Argenta Publications.)
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Y red on January 13 at the Cork
I of John Joe Long, a very
ster of Na Fianna Eireann in

Basdes
e John Joe Long.
wreaths were laid by Kitty
O'BrienonbehalfofCumann na
mBan; Jokn Murphy, Sinn Féin

Céit Uj
chuhlicnns.
and all who K
the death on
I\‘Ihuimhncach:iin (72).

She was waked in her
house in Oliver I‘;ILI(I!III}:?I‘(L:I(Q“:
Where she had given cI;clk:n
ot]lccs n198] fnnhccnmmi n
of Martin Hurson, H-Hl‘osk
h\lx}ggr-shikcr. Atthe removal
(p(,hnslﬂ\cKinng.hcdm] and
funeral to Ballyglas Cen
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Mhuimhneachain

Irish music lovers,
now her w

lucht na Gaeilge

ere deeply saddened b
January 28 in Mullingar of Cait U’;

with her through life,

“She and her sister May
became members of Cumann na
mBan while their brothers Sen
andDick were activein the Irish
Republican Army. All the family
—all fourofthem —wereinterned
without trial in the 1940s, the
boys in the Curragh
Concentration Camp and the
girls in Mountjoy Jail.

“While there Cait heard the
firing squads at work in the
prison yard as they took the
lives of her comrades Paddy
McGrath, Tom Harte and
Maurice O’Neill. Yet she
retumed to Mullingar onrelease
unscathed in her mind and
unembittered.

_ “Marriage followed to
Eamonn Moynihan, himselfan
ex-intemee, ateacher and hurler
who wag/for years Chairman of
Westmeath Co Board of the
GAA. He died in 1961 leaving
her with seven children whom
shecared forand bonded together
in exceptional fashion. She
imbued them withalove of their
fellow-menandofall thingsIrish.

“In 1951 Cait was among a
small group of people who
founded in Mullingar the Irish
music organisation which has
spread all over the world —
Combaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann.
She was its first chairperson.
She was also active with the
annual Feis Lrna h-Eireannin
Mullingar.

“Active once more with
the Republican Movement in
the late >50s, the *60s and ’70s
she was an officer of the Barnes
and McCormack Cumann of
SinnFéininMullingar. In 1966
at the time of the 50th
Anniversary of 1916, she
distinguished herself as a
powerful platform speaker at

o Cdit Ul Mhuimhneachdit
and the late Joe Clarke.
protest meetings in Mullingar,
Athlone and other places

“But the peak of her career
was in 1969 as Secretary of the
Barnes and McCormack
Repatriation Committee. These
two Irish Republicans from
Mullingar and Banagher, Co
Offaly were unjustly hanged by
the Britishgovernmentin 1940.

“Cit said that but for a
shorttime she would make these
two humble working-men from
the Irish midlands heroes before
the local youth in place of the
celluloid pop-stars of television
andradio.

“These men were the
predcceisorsom\eBinninghmn
Six, the Guildford Four, the
Maguire Family and Judith
Ward. Through the efforts of
Cait and her i their

I
controversy, she stood firmly
by the All-Ireland Republic in
the division which beset the
Movement later that year and
served on the Caretaker
Executive of Sinn Féin in the
period of re-organisation.

“By that time the fatal
illness had struck her and she
bore it with great fortitude and
evena sense of humour for over
20 years.

“Veterans of the Black-
and-Tan and Free State Wars
like Tom Maguire of Glenidan,
Collinstown, John Macken,
Whitehall, Castlepollard and
Bemey Kelly, Mount Temple,
Moate — shrewd judges of
character — had an extremely
high opinion of Cit.

““So too had the 1940s
veterans, Victor Faggand Billy
Dowling of Athlone, Matt Casey
of Longford and John Reynolds
of Leitrim, all of whom worked
with herinthe Movement. [ had
met her first in the Conamara
Gaeltacht around An Spideal
more than 40 years ago.

“Her outstanding charact-
eristics were her indomitable
persistence and her devotion to
her ideals both national and
Gaelic. She firmly believed that
these would ultimately triumph.

“Her compassion was
exemplified in her care for the
refugees and the prisoners’

bodies were brought home to
this cemetery where they lie in
the Republican Plot.

“The media reported that
20,000 people thronged
Mullingar for their funeral with
many bands and a colour-party
with furled flags. Every honour
was paid to them after the
indignity of being buried in the
English prison yard where they
had died for Ireland.

“Immediately after that °

came the attempted pogrom of
1969 in the Six Counties when
thousands ofnationalist people,
victims of British Imperialism,
fled south as refugees. Cait re-
activated her committee and
provided food, shelterand moral

support for themin the midland
counties.
“No stranger to

pendants. Her forthrigh
in confronting wrong and
injustice was seen when she
travelled to Carrickmacross to
take part in a protest against the
eviction of a family from their
home.
“Above all Cait had a love
of people, anattachment to them
'shown not in an emotional
fashion but rather in a slightly
cynical and irreverent way. To
her sister May (Bean Mhairtin
Standiin) and her brother Dick,
her children Déaglan, Aodan,
Colman, Ciaran, Niall, Muiris
and Moirin, her grandchildren
and all her family the heartfelt
sympathy of the Republican
Movement goes at this time.
. “Leaba i measc Naomh na
hEireann agus na sean-Fhinini
goraibhaici.™

Liam Brady

THE death has taken place of a noted Republican,
Liam Brady, who was laid to rest on New Year’s
Eve in his native Derry City. Liam was aged 94
and prided himself as among the last of the Old

Brigade.

He was a remarkable
character who was personally
involved in the events which
helped shape modemIreland. A
“lifelong Republican, Liam, who
came from a well-known
Waterloo Street family, was
involved in the events of 1916,
the War of Independence and
the Second Defence of the
Republic. Hehad the distinction
of being the last man released
from internment in Donegal by
the Free State army after the
‘Civil War®,
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e vertheyears.  Poblachtach and Eddie ety netery
&WmC“:n,cmw ofthe  McCarthy,  Republican very large crowds took part.

He “ﬁ,cmcmnmdaand Comrades, s El coflin was draped in
B@Rﬂ“’ ey active worker on The Last Post was i““;:‘f’urasumconcgcmmlc
ot Yy q-,“bhc_,npnsoncrs sounded and the pipers played  the ro s erthesame route asat
ol s, He was 8ls0 & glament AswellasRepublicans Mcéc:mcr;"c"l of Bames and

' of Lough ROVETS  and relatives, a large crowd of At thgm 2 = 2§ YRArs c&u"lic[,
ﬁi::‘“df‘wbm({'l“b' Lough Rover members were in Murch\‘xgm \c:::ijc S[?Phrlus 2
§ coffin was > =Stiarthoir,
pis aeped O our Atendance. Alfie Lane, who  CombaltasCeoléi Eireannoug

\“"dw.gm ublican presided at the graveside, Ruairi O Bradaigh both spok
:l“ frm:uiRSeil:m Féin gil::u}{sgdl;“ przs?rlxlt and  orations, PN
Coﬂ“"des ¢ guard of honour. ) “{\ Chit, a chraoibhi
it nn na Deepest  sympathy s aoibhinn, dlainn o, té (4 jmithe

Neaters ;‘fc which  SNlendediohiswifeBiddy,sons  uainn ar deie thiar, sciobiha
ﬂllF"”d. . O “"dAum’d"u_gh'ﬁsMarie uainn ag an mbs tar éis diot
e OEPEE oy endCarolgrandehildrenandhis  boithrin camn achrannach na

m(;“ﬂoml e bml}:chon.RathDéamm_ beatha a chur diot.
yraths = 7o e “Leag Dia ualach trom ort
Criostoir O Néill b i héle om0
. ’ 0 shoin; ualach mé
P oblaghtal'gh ag‘usduch_t na Gae'!ge ¢ara  arisnuaira bhuail::m axi:(i)é m
rnuaira fuair Criostoir O Néill as Bhaile A tha thrécaireach sinthi. Ach mhair
Crath bis g0 gairid roimh Nollaig. tuiadindiaidha chéile.

Bhi < féin, & dhri hdir  Gluaiseacht na Poblachta agus “Ta do shaol éachtach
mmw agus a Chﬂbhmighsomérchméachm curtha diot agat anois agus
riofitreacha Carmel agus  arabonnaiarisgolérnageaogaigi, ~ SC2antuar Dheas-Laimh Dé.
\ire ar fad gabhtha le  Posadh ¢ le Molly Gallagher “Céit was bom Kathleen

5 lachtachthar  nachmai haithnablianta ~ Mulready in Mullingar in the
""’m Dob amlaidh d n- ibpriosin i Sasana de bharran ~ Sarly twenties about the time
anm Feac.htas Bl‘!améla ann ag meAll-Ireland_Repubhcofl916
rAriChomhairle Shinn Féin Oglaigh na hEireann 193940, and of the First and Second
lisharintacht Mhairead Ui Bhi Criostoir i lathair ag - Ddileanna was overtumed by

' Boachallasnadaitheadai. Feis _na Poblachta san British force which gave us the
"B phiosinaigh  iad g:ﬁmil&""z?aﬂm’Mm“h’ t\vo-s‘%lclre'landwc_ha:to%y.
(rostoiragus Maitiii 1 gCam e a Cliath i Mi M TOoWIng up in the *20s
- i Fémbhairseo caite, Cé 3 and *30s Cait withtherestofthe
Mn;g:ﬁmgh?ag E: | caite. Cegum:bheés:éI Y X
ncéms Nadhiadhsinghlac ~ tinn ag an am labhair sé ag na g;‘lr_wd{’f_mnﬂly;\d?re ux:ntensely
Mt piirt mor san ITIGWU  diospoireachtai anl4 sin, IO CCINLIC BAICS
l_zinEEsmchtmGacilge_ Beannacht Dé lena anam ;md language movements. Her
Chnzigh Criostdir ar ais go ilis. ove of Irish music remained
:
: = :
| McDERMOTT, Deepest Maihey who died on January
1 72 ? * 7, 1994. From the Liam
sympathy is extended to > = T
Comhbhrén Cecilia and Saoirse, wifcand  Mellows Cumann, Sinn Feéin
daughter of Cormac 'I%:I%Ofl,,s' S
DEVLIN s McDermott  who was U Rnnmonsy'ﬁg?no}
i ey oncere sympathy  myyrdered on January 27, Also  SeXtendedtoantiony
: 5 extended to Elizabeth s s e onthe death ofhis grandmother
|Gy, i of Patri to his father-in-law Willie b 7.1994. From the
1 Dﬂh,Kﬂoo:COBMCK John  cunning. From Coiste Z" "‘c"“a]gye‘;nn oo
N P ’,zog‘f’:vn‘:;‘i‘s’ Cuimhneachain Naisiunta R:l?\famham Dublin t
3 ﬂmﬂg (s National Commemoration  3; ‘ HAIN
’ Francis, Anne, E;Mnee) Ui MhUIMHNEACHAIN,
iy Micacl ) H L xtended

:Wd'ndmdw?,’sh’ MCDE&:MQTTH Sdiﬂgegg Rei%?‘?ii“ni’f’y“‘ Ve Cait Ui

i » sympa 1s extende : i §
s o Vil S\ Mumnation Ml
GTON, Deepest 1o the murder of Cormacbya . on January 28, From the

MhMayn 3 loyalistdeathsquadonJanuary /4 opomhairle, Sinn Féin
o on the of 2?: 1994, From Comhairle Poblachtach. "Solas na
B2 Harrington Co f CeantairAthaCliath, SIFéin — yp,fiheasdihanam,

Db 341 Alsotofiy Poblachtach. ... Ui MhUIMHNEACHAIN,
8 b Frop, Catr McDERMOTT, Comhairle & BHATR (Irish Republican
xzﬂmmw& Uladh, SinnFéinPoblachtach  pAcrhenendants Fund)
n“‘“llm. extends deepest %athy 0 .xtend sincere sympathy to
m'.c'm". Sincere meauhl: andEdMSaousemO £ wh; the ﬁxmil)’ht“?f }gﬁ‘l‘lwﬁ

15 extended O rmac Wi imhneachdin, Mul

G5! Gene H,m;:&f was murdered by gro-Bnush Ngl;ln, Co na hlar-Mhi who

‘ forces on January 27. ied on Jan! . [ measc
e S MeNOLTY ” Sincere died o1 iy
B ‘Mc, ince; Gael goraibhaici,

;& > Republican Sing smpaty i xended o the g MiUIMHNEACHAIN,
R Deepeg cNult amily, i ] membx

Mlk to F&r thy is Castkwe’l’lan,CoDownon g‘fmann na mBan extend

ZEFEE
i

27

?!

recent death of Jimmy
McNulty, From the Liam
MC%. Sinn Féin
lachtach, Dublin.
0 CEALLAIGH, Comhairle
y !
iy ofe e PhdraigO
Ceallaigh, Ballygar, Co
Galway, who died recently.
O'S‘?K‘LIVAN. Sincere
is extended to the
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‘of Micheal Q Gallandj;
'~i§§f\‘;{°¥§fxi"§m€-ﬁ“}?§‘3; g

thy to the
Sty s o it U
imhneachdin, Muilleann
e a hlir-Mhi who

C ler of na Fianna
Eireannand mobilised in Easter
Week, having joined the youth
branch of the Republican
Movement three years

sl Ll e

2C:
died on January28.
sforaf dé hanam,

HARTIGAN — 2nd

iversary. Inproudmemory
%yﬂuﬁ Fwhodiedon
February 9, 1992. Never
forgotten by Republican Sinn
5 CALLANAIN, — 3rd.

Al

{nnFéin, London.

y
f)cnyhewuunnbleloplaynny
role in Easter Week after the
Commander of the Irish
Volunteers, Eoin MacNeill,
countermanded orders to
mobilise shortly before the
planned revoltin Dublin,
Throughout the War of
Independence Liam Brady
played a vital role in events
thae,wﬁ:uasnmiubdm

* “ A
AN
® Liam Brady (left) with fellow Derrym

Independence he was interned
in the notorious Drumboe
Castle, having been arrested in
Buncrana, Co Donegal. While
heldthere, fourofhis d

and inventive character and
throughout his life was
interested in chemistry, science,
geology, history, theology and
archaeology. His knowledge in
certain topics was freely given
asrequired.

SN S B
an Harry O'Doherty.
. Heopened a newsagents in
Richmond Street in the 1930s
and his shop is commemorated
in the Richmond Centre at

in-arms were dragged from their
beds, taken from their cells, shot
without trial and buried in the
Woods of Drumboe, uncoffined,
wrapped only in their great-
coats,

Ever since they and others
who died for a 32-County
Republicare remembered every
Easter Sunday by
commemorative marches to the
woods of Drumboe situated near
Ballybofey/Stranorlar. Liam
was the last man released from
intemment there after the Free

! Staters’ gencral'.reldase. ¢

Denry’s Di d. The shop
attracted many of his old
comrades and was a favourite
meeting place, and fitted into
mcmuiiﬁoncswblishalbyTom
Clarke, theoldestofthe executed
1916 leaders, who was also a
shopkeeper.

During the 1950s, a series
ofarticles by Liam on the events
in the North West during the
years 1916-22 appeared in the
Derry Journal,

O_ur photograph, taken in
the mid-80s, shows Liam (left)
_shnlupg _hunds with

litical

e tiﬂm‘Md'('vvi"' NG,

 interests. He was a colourful ;

his old |
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FOOLING THE
PEACE-HOPERS

ONOW you have guessed correctly that the so-called

S declaration is atime-consuming exercise and a piece of

prime propaganda deployed in order to dupe peace-

hopefuls into thinking that an end to British rule and counter
violence in Ireland is on the way.

The declaration was designer-doomed to fail. It is obvious in

SEX SCANDALS
MAKE MAJOR
SPENT FORCE

XTRA-manital affairs are a prerequisite for a successful

career in the British Cabinet, despite the nisk that they

may resultin ultimate exposure and demotion, according
to psychologists who have written a survey on stress at top
govemment level.

The mistress-keeping Ministers have been falling like flies
in recent weeks, and according to London School of Economics
experts and political psychologists, the evidence of growing
arr d lity th \pany the riseandrise to Cabinet
rank make Department chiefs vulnerable to the notion that they
areimesistible.

Power and sexual potency are reputed to be as adhesive as
Siamese twins, and this singular British Cabinet obsession with
sex may save Gerry Adams and his Provisional lieutenants from
the embarrassment of having to admit that the joint Reynolds-
Major Declaration is an empty piece of paper containing 12
Articles, and no agreement on most claimed principles.

If Adams and company can continue their elucidation search
tactics and repeated calls for clarification of the self-evident

dictions inahollow d of muchrhetoricand chiefly
pro-unionist “substance” (where thereis any such), the Downing
Street Degradation will be sub dintothe otherafTairsof State
and lost in the conseguent whitewash.

Mediocre John Major’s days as Premier ly bered

the Major cof the unionist vet

Head in hands - John Major.
of the tuture: and especially conspicuous is the absence of the
R Ids trump card: his year-long insistence that any final

nowthat his Back-to-Basics crusade for family values and greater
responsibility for individual actions has misfired in a plethora of
forced resignations of Ministers caught with their pants down.
In a few months time only, the Reynolds-Major Declaration
will beas dead as thedodo, and just as relevant to the future of our

agreementmustincludeareview of the Government of Ireland Act
1920 (better known as the Partition pact).

Poor colourless Major was right on one thing. The

, declaration cannot lead to negotiations with the Provisionals, or

anyone else living in thereal world, because it does not even have

fell land list, unionistor i

the strength or statutory effect ofa Council bye law governing the

fellowi P
alike. -

Thereason: articles were signed by either Major or Reynolds
in a personal capacity only, and die with the removal from office
of either or both.

The notion that the document is something that is a mutual
responsibility of the Dublin and London governmentsis hogwash,
thoughitisa fiction that has been encouraged by winks and nods
tothe uninformed voters. The factis the Hillsborough Pact stands
as international law, and puts the declaration offside.

It is a mere arbitrary fi rk of aspirational
described loosely as principles, and if, as anticipated widely in
Whitehall, the latest sex and gerrymandering scandals are toomuch
1o h for the real pl that rules Westmi Major
will be thrown overboard and become the merest minor footnote
in Conservative Party history.

This will cause glee not only in the household of
1 Fnoland (B \

+

use of lamps on cycles after dark, for example.

Bemadette McAliskey (neé Devlin), former Westminster
anti-unionist MP for Mid-Ulster, said sheread the document with
her spectacles one, and with them off. It made no difference. The
document contained nothing.

It was a bit like trying to identify fresh air in a paper bag.

ADDICTION TO
ADULTERY

R MAJOR has been a useful tool to the Tories who

wanted to get the Amazonian Maggie Thatcher off their

backs (whoops!), but his Back to Basics idea proved his

undoing because in Britain there isa puritanical tradition lurking

behind all that legally approved buggery, sodomy, and mere
i

the q A Thatcher),
but in the homes of Gerry Adams and Martin McGuinness.
The deposing of mediocre Major will effectively write
offtheillusionist’ hat i ined inthe joint declarati

ity.
Ordinary, politically naive Britons like their Establishment

human. Formany, itisasoothing substitute

and it will be chucked out like last week’s roast leftovers,

for d .itsritual ytoh yals, who canrevoke

¥ solongas theyactasif
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ivi appointed.

dl}lllilv‘::sydig\!)rz: to have acommoner like Di (actually she has more

authenticaristocraticblood inher veins than her estranged husband
and heir, Prince Charles) doing the roun;ls of the caring agencies

spitals, “just as if she was one ol us”.

B"dTth?nxons \i'cre not so amused when the royals showed an

addiction to adultery. That was frailty permitted only to lesser

mortals than Duchesses or Princesses, or even Dames of the

extinguished Empire. Cabinet rankers were alsoexpectedtogive

the old exclusion order to fancies of the flesh. A

Yet English history is studded with upper class obsessmps
with fornication, adultery and buggery. The Queen’s official
yacht, HMS Brittania, had to be rccrewpd and scrubbed clean
when sodomy became the favourite pastime and_l.hc vessel was
dubbed by journalists HMS Buggerybeforeits sanitised relaunch.

A London School of Economics researcher into the sex lives
of theroyals through the centuries discovered only four monarchs
since Richard I who weren’t partial to a bit of adultery. Three of
these were executed (for other reasons)and George [ll went mad.

Politicos in Downing Street have a raunchy record at times.
Gladstone, whoaffected shock and horror when the affair of Irish
party leader, Charles Stewart Pamel!. with KinyQ'Sh&,scpamwd
wife of one of his MPs, was leaked in order to ruin hopes of Home
Rule having to be granted, had cynically admitted earlier that at
least seven of his Cabinet were adulterers.

Yet Parnell was a single Protestant man, and he married the
woman after the usual divorce was finalised. But it suited some
Catholic Bishops and the Commons leaders of Tory and Li_bcml
parties to share moral outrage when it suited the Westminster
establishment to down The Chief and so undermine Irish
independence (or at least native parliament) hopes.

When the Downing Street document of discontent is long
forgotten, there will remain the sad picture of a discarded John
Major, perhaps the only man at that near-future time to be in the
Cabinet and not having sexual affrays outside wedlock.

No one wanting him any longer, except the patient Norma,
not even the Whitehall-organised bordello girlies. A, ifhe had
only passed that bus conductor’s arithmetic test and stuck to
cricket.

No one suggested — as yet — that Rabbit Reynolds or fellow
Leinster House Yahoos suffered the Anglo addiction to adultery
in the Cabinet (Albert’s buck-rabbiting is of the verbal sort). And
he will probably escape the Major fate with a more minor role in
the next 26 Counties administration .

CENSORSHIP
STAYS IN RTE

OR ALL the guff by Arts and Culture vulture-in-chief

Michael D Higgins, that Section 31 of the Broadcasting

Acthas gone, and thathe has fulfilled hispledge, censorship
1&mains an integral part of the Montrose regime.

Indeed, there are fears among the journalists in Donnybrook
that, the government having passed the buck, the RTE Authonity
will be super-scrupulous in scrutinising those parties now said to
be free to go on the national airwaves. Nationalist guerrilla
spokespersons could be putting their heads in anoose. Remember
the RTE betrayal of Sean Mac Stiofain.

RTE has a poor record in resisting political censorship. Its
annual union protests were token affairs. Most scribes and
producers were afraid of the Montrose axe. The place is so full of
cliques that it makes Leinster House appear an institution devoted
to selfless works of charity.

Of course, there are honourable journalists who have fought
the evil of this selective censorship system, but it is unlikely that
there will be a rush to put leaders of Republican Sinn Féin on
current affairs p Not live broadcasts, certainly.

RTE guidelines ensure strict management vetting, and pre-
recorded interviews could be counter-productive if edited with
usual careful prejudice.

—DRAPIERII

OFF 430 WORKERS

THE Shorts aerospace company has announced
thatafurther430 jobs are to belost atits operations

The decision could lead to
serious skills shortages with

in the Six Counties, which has frequently been  apprentices having to be sent
targeted by anti-discrimination campaigners for  abroadfortraining,
its work-force bias. 7 The company blamed
7 British defence g)t;nhdmig cul; Bac sy
A ¢ aircral &

At the main aer work-force, according to the m'm‘}::i’]n:m:eu for the  sources said last night they
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not only did this document
seemto be secret, whyitwas
secretseemed to be asecret.

—  Irish Times,
February 1, 1994

Adams said it was not
necessary for the British to
leave Irelandifthey became
part of the peace process.
“They have to become
persuaders once they
become part of the peace
process, they will be able to
build a peaceful country”,
Adams said.

. — The Star-Ledger
report, New Jersey, USH,
February 1, 1994.

The Anglo-Irish Treaty
of 1921 was the moment of
truthwhich decided rightly
or wrongly how self-
determination wasin factto
be exercised in Ireland at
thattime.

— Albert Reynolds in the
Irish Times, January 21,
1994 (the 75th anniversary
of the First All-Ireland Dail

totally ignored by all parties
n’ - Leinster . :_ca'{‘

We cannot go back to
the 1918 Election, or to the
First or Second Diil, and
persuade ourselves that
neither the Republic (26-
County)orNorthern Ireland
really exist.

— Albert Reynolds
again in the Irish Times,
January 21, 1994.

Changes in extradition
lawhavebeen drivenmoreby
political considerations than
by concerns for the quality
of justice, writes Denis
Coghlan, Chief Political
Correspondent.

— Irish
January2l, 1994.

Times,

‘We built that house up
from a shambles. I will be
returning toit and therewill
be nobody or nothing will
putmeout of our home.

- Cecilia McDermott,
widow  of Cormac

. McDermott, murderedbythe

ist, death squad, the
on January'27 in the
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