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He saw clear and far, and dared greatly. He dared to take up
the unfinished task of James Connolly. Singlehandedly, as
republicans and socialists all around him deviated into
reformism and one-sided concentration on the class or the
national struggle, Seamus Costello gave clear leadership on the
unity of the anti-imperialist and socialist struggle and on the
need for a revolutionary approach. He had the socialist vision
— ‘WE ARE NOTHING AND WE SHALL BE
EVERYTHING' — which the establishment recognises and
fears. ’
James Daly,
Oration at the funeral of Seamus Costello, October 8, 1977
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Introduction
By Nora Connolly O’Brien

I REGRET THAT I never had the honour of meeting Seamus
Costello in person, But I have heard a lot of his speeches, and I
admired so much all that I had heard about him. So it was a great
horror to hear that he had been shot.

[ had so much hope in him. To me, he expressed himself so much on my
father’s line of thought that it was evident that he had been a thorough
reader of all James Connolly’s writings.

He seemed to be the leader who would bring about an organisation
such as my father wished to bring about. Of all the politicians and
political people with whom I have had conversations, and who called
themselves followers of Connolly, he was the only one who truly
understood what James Connolly meant when he spoke of his vision of
the freedom of the Irish people. In him, I had hoped at last after all
these years, a true leader had come, who could and would build an
organisation such as James Connolly tried to do.

I dislike very much to have to use a phrase that is a cliche — to say that
he is ‘‘a great loss”’. But there has been no greater loss to those tighting
the same fight. Seamus Costello’s death was a loss to the cause of Irish

freedom.

As Seamus Costello was a true disciple of James Connolly and his
teachings, I can only hope that among those who were associated with
him and who learned from him, there will be another disciple to take
his place and build an organisation among the workers and people of
Ireland that will be bound to bring Ireland James Connolly’s and

Seamus Costello’s vision of freedom.
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The Boy General

By a former comrade in the Curragh

W hile interned in the Curragh with other Republican activists, Seamus
Costello, because of his youth and obvious leadership talents, was given
the name of ‘‘The Boy General’’.

One of the few in 56

A youth only, you struck

Detying the hated enemy.

You passed for the last time

Through prisons and prison-camps
Perfecting your education and your trade
By experience, ever to be repeated.

In the hard, quiet years, you slowly unfurled the Starry Plough
And finally nailed it to the masthead

Fighting in the streets and Council Chambers for the workers.

And when the guns spoke anew

You were again, as always, in danger’s gap

Surviving the hate of capitalist and imperialist

The parting of brothers and ex-comrades’ murderous bullets,
To die in a quiet street, cut down by an unknown hand.

‘Boy General’ you will always remain now,

No age, no passing season will ever touch you.
The cold and silent grave and our memories

Will guard you forever in your strength and prime.



€ We would regard ourselves as being in the same tradition as
James Connolly. Connolly’s identification with the 1916
Rising was a clear cut recognition of the connection and the
links between the national struggle and the class struggle.
Connolly identified himself completely with the rising. He led
the rising in Dublin city, and he had as allies the Irish
Volunteers, led by Eoin Mac Neil who was a very reactionary
nationalist.
Connolly didn’t see any contradiction as a socialist or as a
Marxist in that, because he recognised that the struggle against
imperialism in Ireland had to be won before we could have any
kind of socialist republic, or any other kind.

Costello

A biographical and political analysis of his
life and achievements

SEAMUS COSTELLO was born in Old Connaught Avenue, Bray,
County Wicklow in 1939. He attended Ravenswell National School in
Bray. In 1950, at the age of eleven, he moved with his family to
Roseville on the Dublin Road in Bray. There were nine in his family,
Seamus being the eldest.

His first interest in politics came when he read of the arrest of Cathal
Goulding in Britain in 1953 following an arms raid on the Officers
Training Corps school at Felstead in Essex. Costello subsequently
“devoured” newspapers, according to his family, and at the age of 15,
on one of his many visits to Croke Park, he bought a copy of the United
Irishman and immediately applied to join the republican movement.
However, he was told to “come back next year”. Costello did and was
accepted into the ranks of the IRA and Sinn Féin.

The first Sinn Féin cumann was started in Bray in the same year,
comprised mostly of members of the Dun Laoghaire cumann, their
activity confined to United Irishman sales. However, it wasn’t long
before it was being sold in every area in Co. Wicklow.

During the campaign of 1956-62 Seamus, at the age of 17,
commanded an active service unit in South Derry, their most
publicised actions being the destruction of bridges and the burning ot
Magherafelt courthouse. Those under his command described him as
strict but radiating confidence. Once while resting in a safe house a
grenade exploded and set off the full magazine of a Thompson
machine gun. Miraculously no one was killed. Seamus took the brunt
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and was knocked unconscious. He re
a finger and was movgd back to Dublin for
He was arrested in Glencree Co. Wicklow, ip 1957 :and sente;
months in Mountjoy. On his release he was immediately interneqd
cars. Seamus, as a prisoner was deseril
rellow internees as quiet, rur'cly joining others in playacting, p’f
deep discussion and reading. He was a member of the
committee which cnglneered the successful escape of Ru:
Bradaigh and Daithi O Connell amongst.others. He 1S remembe
one internee reading Vietnamese magazines and.lt. impressed Ses
that peasants badly armed but with a deep political ideology ¢
defeat their enemies. In later years he always referred to his days.
Curragh as “‘my university days. ’’ He took part in the critical anal
the 50°s campaign, agreeing that it had failed due to lack of p
involvement as distinct from popular support. e
On the ending of internment in 1959 Seamus assisted in th
organising of the Republican Movement or as he put it “zhe carss
flying around again.” P
" “In 1962 he took up a job as a car salesman and, indicative of his
and strong personality had little trouble in becoming salesman of
vear of his firm. He successfully fought an attempt to sack him b
of his political affiliations by threatening to stay outside his fi
offices every day until he was reinstated. Jive
Meanwhile he began to build a strong local base in Co. Wicklo
maintained that republicans should build a strong home base a
these could then be linked up together at a future date. He also bec:
full time political organiser for Wicklow at this period and develop
strong link with every conceivable organisation in Wicklow that d
with the interests of the working class. He managed to involve the B
Trades Council in the 1966 Easter commemoration and helped fou
strong Tenants Association in Bray. He also became involved with
Credit Union movement and farmers’ organisations. During
period (1964) he married a Tipperary woman Maoiliosa who be
active in the republican movement. :

of the explosion
injuries, lost hall

SIX ‘
the Curragh for tWo y

commemoration in Bodenstown which marked the departure
lc.ft of the republican movement, the result of years of dise
lv:llrlhemes'[thf movement ably assisted by Seamus. *We believe tidr
4 (fm_“:liz :5 0{1 absentee landlords should be acquired by comp
P50 e asi-l[:[ W_('rkcfd on a co-operative basis with the ﬁnqnﬂﬂ“
il ) hance of the State ... our policy is to nationalise

With the eventual aim of co-operative ownership b

WOI’/(erS nati ’ ’ '
§ i lonalisation of all banks. ins o
investment (,.()m[)anies 5 / nk&, insurance Compam 'y
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But Seamus always maintained not only the right to use armed force
but the necessity for workers to be armed and this remained his
position up to his assassination. “The lesson of history shows that in the
final analysis the Robber Baron must be disestablished by the same
methods that he used to enrich himself and retain his ill-gotten gains,
namely force of arms. To this end we must organise, train and maintain
a disciplined armed force which will always be available to strike at the
opportune moment”. (Bodenstown 1966).

He pushed for Sinn Féin to contest the local election of 1967 in
selected areas and he stood with Joe Doyle in Bray. Indicative of his
organisational abilities is the fact that not only were Sinn Féin the only
political party to canvass every house in Bray but they won two seats on
Bray Urban Council, one on Wicklow Co. Council and collected more
money during the election than they had actually spent during the
campaign.

At council meetings Costello and Doyle always put their cumann’s
views in accordance with what had been decided at their meetings. A
strong attempt was always made to involve the people’s organisations
in any controversy or local issue. Seamus headed huge deputations of
local organisations to council meetings and demanded they be heard.

Seamus Costello speaking at Bodenstown
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He demanded the public not be barred from council -fﬂeéi
insistent was he that m}successful moves were made 150

removed from the council. He became involved in all loga]
housing, road repairs, water and sewerage, access to loca
land speculation, etc. and such national issues as ground

anti-EEC campaign, anti-repression campaigns, natural resc

national question, €tc. : b ' |
Meanwhile Seamus and Sinn Féin continued to build their

links with local bodies always striving to show them their ow st
while getting overall republican socialist policies across.
In 1968 he stood in a by-election in Co. Wicklow, po
impressive 2,000 plus. He was instrumental in getting Sinn Fé
subequently drop its abstentionist policy. Seamus Temaine
revolutionary, maintaining that parliament should be used, but to
rejecting that there was such a thing as a parliamentary 1
socialism. He was cool-headed enough to realise this while
claimed it was sacrilegious abandonment of a republican pri'nc1p,
was not an opportunist as he undoubtedly could have had a min
position in any government had he been willing to aban
revolutionary politics. He stood again unsuccessfully in th
elections of 1973 and 1977.

County Wicklow he felt was Ireland in miniature. “It has w.
borders all the problems common to a nation — small farmers try
eke out a living on poor mountain farms; inadequate hous
industrial workers with a depressed standard of living”. (RTE ele:
broadcast March 1968). !

Seamus was one of the original promoters of the civil rights stra
on the national question. He pushed hard for the establishmen of
Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association to involve the mas
northern workers in the struggle. But he was a genuine republica
rejected the Anglo-Irish treaty and partition, and so did not hold t
treatyite position held by many civil rights leaders that the South 0
Ireland was a democracy and that, on the national question, what}i as
needed was a “democratisation of the North™, a Bill of Rights.
other liberal reforms in the six-county area, within the framew ’
stable United Kingdom.

Br;rt?szse who held this position logical]y acceptqd Fhe right §
ol u;igl?fyerqment to put down .sul?ve‘rsm_m within its bor.ders ‘
rightg T inltcauon was as long as this did notinvolve such denials o1l
o Brifi;r}l]mem without trial. But since they held that a camp: o
b rgle in the SiX counties would alienate P}'QI?S
e Six-c,oumy f::/&dll‘:ieq the national liberation struggle as lelS}/
R e y dqr ers, and so, in effect, as a greater enemy U

» and indeed responsible for the repression. They h




therefore not campaigned against
the present British repression in
the six counties or in Britain.

Seamus’s response to the argu-
ment about the anti-imperialist
national liberation struggle alien-
ating Protestant workers was
trenchant: “The British presence
in Ireland is the basic cause of the
divisions between the Protestant
and Catholic working class in the
North . . . It is the principal
obstacle preventing the emergence
of class politics in Ireland.”
Referring to Connolly’s controv-
ersy with the pro-imperialist
William Walker of the ILP in
1912, whom Connolly described
as a ‘‘gas and water socialist,”
Seamus described those who
abandoned the national struggle
in favour of a joint campaign with
loyalists on ‘‘community issues’
as “‘ring-road socialists.”

In fact while the beginning of
the civil rights movement saw
some Protestant and liberal
involvement, the Orange card
was soon played. The civil rights
struggle raised the national
question because the sectarian
Stormont government treated it
as a rebellion and responded with
the traditional colonial reaction

F 2y

&
ik

£
H

%

.

Seamus Costello addresses an
International Labour Movement
Delegation to Ireland in 1976

so well described by James Connolly: “The Carsonites say that their
fathers were planted in this country to assist in keeping the natives down
in subjection, so that this country might be held for England. That this
was God’s will because the Catholic Irish were not fit for the exercise of
these responsibilities and powers till this day. Therefore, say the
Carsonites, we have kept our side of the bargain; we have refused to
admit the Catholics to power and responsibility; we have manned the
government of this country for England; we propose to continue to do
so, and rather than admit that these Catholics — these ‘mickies and
teagues’ — are our equals, we will fight in the hope that our fighting




10

the English people (0 revolt against their governyme

1 our historic position as an English colony in |
ered by, the political institutions of

will cause '
re—csmbli.s‘l1 us i
superior 10, and unhamp

natives. : . . : / P
When the nationalist population of the six counties defian
(he Stormont repression and fought the local forces of “law and gy,
to a standstill, the Stormont government had to call in the i
oovernment and army to suppress the insurgents. At first, the B
coverment, which for a long time had no direct involvement
county rule, attempted a civil rights reform, but with signifj
concessions to loyalism, such as the replacement of the B Spe '
the UDR. ' 8 it

But the imperialists quickly saw that illiberal government a
discrimination were necessary features of six-county gove
because it was the last corner of colonial rule in Ireland — a colo
rule which had always required coercion Acts. A striking exampl
this change of heart was the change in attitude of Lord Scari H
during his tribunal hearings, expressed the liberal’s shock at
scandals as the Tynan B Specials’ outrages, but whose report e
for years for political reasons, finally falsified the August 1969
misdescribing them as a reaction to armed subversion. i

History repeated itself. The British government showed on Blog
Sunday in Derry its determination to shoot peaceful civil ri
demonstrators off the streets, and the peaceful civil rights leade
capitulated. Later the British government unleashed the loyalist
campaign against random Catholics. 7

Seamus acknowledged and adapted to the changed situation. E
had adopted the legitimate demand for civil rights as a tactic
struggle for a socialist republic, but as a genuine revolutionary.
not see such a reform as an end in itself. or as a “'stage” which m ‘L‘
gone through even at the cost of holding back the struggle for nation:
liberation. o

Seamus stayed with what became known as the Officials when the
republican movement split in 1969-70. He did not wanta split, and did
all in his power to prevent it. Even after the split he continued |
attempt to heal it, working closely with intermediaries.

O'nc reason for the split was the question of recognition of cour
parliaments. For him, this was a question of tactics, to be judged
light of circumstances. He did not accept the treaty and partition 1
prnele i e beesed it those o genuinely MG
Sy e, treaty institutions and achieve the Irish SQQ!Q

?;' - 'IL could safely and usefully recognise them on a de facto baﬁl,\
oy Ii;d:(t)l'w?f EO the cjivil righl's movement show;d how prinClplQ‘_

going beyond such tactics when the situation changed, @
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€An y revolutionary movement that cannot defend its own
membership, and cannot demonstrate its capability of
defending its own membership, goes out of business anyway.
We are in business as a serious revolutionary organisation and
we are not going to be put out of business by anybody. The
IRSP is organised and it is here to stay.
— Seamus Costello, March 1975

would have adopted the same stand when the situation called for a
revised attitude to recognition of courts and parliaments.

The other main reason for the split was the relation of the class and
national questions. The change in policy in the republican movement
from 1965 had seen the movement’s involvement throughout the 32
counties in popular struggles, such as housing, ground rents, fisheries,
industrial disputes etc. Military actions had been taken in some cases:
against foreign (mainly German) land owners in the midlands, against
a lobster boat, the Mary Catherine (“to protect the Irish shellfishing
industry”), against buses carrying scab workers in Shannon, against a
mine in support of strikers, against land speculators, Rachman
landlords, etc. These actions were not meant to be a substitute for
involvement in the national question but part of the same struggle.

Seamus believed at all times in the right to armed struggle for
national liberation and a British withdrawal, but he saw it as a struggle
that must take place side-by-side with the class struggle in the entire
country. He rejected anything which confined the struggle —
particularly the political, agitational and propaganda struggle — to the
six counties. This included not only the doctrinaire “Bill of Rights”
position which ruled out national liberation, but also the federal
tendency in the Provisionals which was used by the British and Fianna
Fail inspired promoters of the reactionary, pro-loyalist “solution’ of
an independent Ulster. He was the only leader of national importance
who totally opposed unprincipled talks with loyalists on any agenda
other than a 32-county socialist republic, and he totally rejected six-
county “‘independence’ as contrary to republican socialism.

His concern for anti-imperialist unity, the linking of the class and
national questions, and the primary importance of Irish national
independence, unity and sovereignty was expressed at the foundation
of the IRSP and was one of the main forces behind the anti-imperialist
unity talks which took place throughout 1977. He rejected the
economistic argument that imperialism was an economic
phenomenon, and he placed political independence and sovereignty as
a prime factor in his strategy. He expressed this in the resolution
adopted by the IRSP which proposed to the broad front delegates:
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«That the Irish anti-imperialist front r(’j(’cts_a federal solution g,
nce of two separate states in the six and Pt

< a denial of the right of the Irish people to sovereign,
OOt he only alternative as In’mg rI.w creation of a 32 é
‘]’(‘mp('r,][f(‘ ;'('[7((]»/]'(‘ with a .\‘(?('N.I(U"(‘()H.\‘Ilfllfl()n. ;
“That the Irish mni—impf'rmh.\‘tjmnr (l'(’m(l{lds the convening of g,
/"(‘/:NI(‘I’ (‘(w‘\‘[imfimm/ (‘()H_f(’r(’)l(-(’ ;-(’[)r-(’S(,"Hf(‘lflV(’ ()fd” Shades Ofpat
opinion in Ireland for the purpose of discussing a democratic g
socular constitt iion which would become effective immed,
. a total British military and political withdrawal

mnfinm‘(/ exXISte
counties
yenises 1

following

Treland.” y .
The Officials began to abandon militant actions in the South .

ally in the North with the ceasefire of 1972. Seamus mainta
before his assassination that he should have broken away at this sta
and not waited until 1974. The two years in question were taken 1
with Seamus fighting a rearguard action to have accepted pol
im p]emented while a section of the leadership implemented their
policies oblivious to Ard Fheis wishes. Disillusionment set in in
rank and file with many dropping out while a witch-hunt began o
gissidents. orchestrated by this clique in the leadership. Eventu
Seamus was charged with irregularities at the 1973 Ard Fheis and
by Sinn Féin. He was found not guilty. However, the Official I
cried him on similar charges, with the exact same evidence (ensu
Costello’s witnesses didn’t turn up) and found him guilty. T
dismissed him “‘with ignominy.” 5
Meanwhile Sinn Féin suspended him, despite their having fo

him not guilty. He was refused permission to stand in the local ele
of 1974. Costello knew he was finished with the Officials and stood
independent Sinn Féin candidate as he began to organise the setting!

of a new party that would entwine the class question and nati
question as one struggle. He topped the polls for Wicklow Coun
Council and Bray Urban Council where he was immensely po
being a member of the Wicklow Agricultural Committee and presid
of Bray Trades Council. The leadership of the Officials were disma
by this victory. He was nevertheless dismissed (“‘general
suitability”) from Sinn Féin at the Ard Fheis of 1974, memorable for
undemocratic procedures (delegates refused entry at the door becau
they supported Costello etc.). :
rcéﬁblizfﬁfn?bﬁr | 1974 Seamus along  with other disillusion
republican‘m(::]v» MZUH.IIS[S’ {feeiith withiyears (.)f 1nvolvement o
L (e L‘{(rlcnt at leadership level and with a deep !nvolvqm
Collonrad i s rc’:.",‘ff‘d A New political party. There immedia
e Emg ‘ -lgjll!dll()l]s from all over the country, North}
Ire cumainn came over. And so was born the |

eventu
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Republican Socialist Party, named after James Connolly’s party of
1896.

There had existed a minority opinion in the leadership of the
Officials at the time of the Provo split who felt that Provos should have
been crushed. The growth of the Provos merely strengthened this
opinion. The Officials decided to employ this tactic against the IRSP
and picked Belfast to launch their campaign of murder. driving the
IRSP into hiding. Seamus, who always had a deep appreciation of the
damage of ““feuds”, as the Officials’ campaign was being called by the
media. and the demoralisation it would cause throughout the anti-
imperialist movement, sought mediation with the Officials who
refused. Eventually, Michael Mullen, head of Costello’s union. the
ITGWU, acted as mediator and the Officials called off their murder
campaign, mainly due to their bad showing in the Galway by-election
and the Northern Ireland Convention election. The “feud” had

‘1 owe my allegiance only to the working class. ’
— Seamus Costello

Seamus Costello addresses a meeting outside Bray Council Chamber
Jollowing his removal [or “undesirable conduct”




14

affected the gr(.)wth of the IRSP and stopped

trom the Officials. Three IRSP members were deaq ¥
seores injured. Indeed a bloody baPt'S“; fotr the IdRSP- j '
" In the 26 counties the State was ben l on destroying the IR
ulmiftating in the arrest of Costello along with SOVEISECUNIR
ulf‘]nbc"“ supporters and relatives in April 1976. Nine were sever
;]:\:'tured and Sig fr}?mlelclls“ll’it?otzser(zﬁgeg ilaf[);f Z I::ialgrcl)rlllgcl'&)./}fildhf

ste ushed the mnes

ﬁ::zﬂt:nlz]::ig)nal’s first involvement in Ireland vyhen they demanded
full and independent inquiry** 1n May 1976 into the arrest of |
‘members and their ill-treatment. : ‘

Seamus always maintained that there e).usted a State conspirac

smash the IRSP and theIR?lP has]aﬂ:jple ;Yldenfcettl? brove ;)his ;har»g
uring Seamus Costello’s leadership 0 e , he wag
anlzmpti%]g to build a strong republican socialist party that would
entwine the national and class questions as one struggle. He soughtto
volve the IRSP in all the struggles of the Irish people; trade union
work. housing, fisheries, the struggle for women’s emancipation, the
national question, the struggle of small farmers, tenants, the cultu
struggle, sovereignty, the struggle for control over our natu
resources and the struggle against repression etc. y

He could speak to Dublin’s unemployed, Derry’s harass
population, or Wicklow’s farmers, and reach them all. No struggle ¢
the working class was too insignificant for his involvement and despite
his national commitments, his organisational duties as full time IRS
political organiser, he always found time to honour his commitment to
his constituents in Co. Wicklow.

At the time of his assassination he was a member cf the following
bodies: Wicklow County Council, County Wicklow Committee
Agriculture, General Council of Committees of Agriculture, Eas
Regional Development Committee, Bray Urban District Cou
Bray branch of the Irish Transport and General Workers Union,
and District Trades Union Council (of which he was presi
1976-77), the Cualann Historical Society, chairman Irish Republic
Soc?a}ist Party. From the period between 1964 and 1974 he held t
positions of Adj. General, Chief of Staff and Director of Operations i
télg Official IRA and the position of vice-president of Official S‘},

cin. W

R

14

seriously
resignations




Tribute to a Comrade

The wind it blew cold that October

as I watched the sad cortege depart,

And I knew the bright sunshine of springtime
ne’er would ease the dead chill in my heart.
As I slowly came down from that chapel

and we went, oh, so slow, to his grave,

‘twas for us this great lover of mankind,

For us always, his lifetime he gave.

His brilliance shone forth like the morning
As he rose up to champion the weak.

And our jailers in this island dungeon
cowered when Costello dared all to speak.
For his was the voice of the worker,

and justice for all was his creed,

And he told us **Arise in your greatness”’,
and conquer their world full of greed.

Not bigots nor hate can divide us

When you fight for the flag of the Free,
Not murder or armies defeat us, when

we strike out for Men’s Liberty.

(continued)

Seamus Costello's funeral as it reaches the
Church in Bray
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And his voice it came back from the coffin
As I shouldered it close to my cheek,

~Go on — ever onward my comrades,

til we build up that Nation we seek, i
and no power in this world here can stop you,
The assassin has failed, can’t you see. ;
Remember as you bury my body,

My spirit as always is free,

and I stride along there beside you

as you march on to man’s destiny.

And remember I was happy to trade it,
My lite for your liberty.™

It was cold when we buried that hero

And many’s the heart cried with pain,

for we knew as we buried Seamus Costello
We'd not see his likes e’er again. ,
But his words seemed to ring in the morning
as we slowly departed his grave,
“Remember you were born to be free men
Not quisling, not lackey, not slave.

And my work in this life was an honour,
so take up my struggle with pride.

Doing that, this cold day is beaten,

and I, Seamus Costello, have not died.
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Seamus — The People’s Councillor
Tony Gregory

SEAMUS COSTELLO personified more than any other Irish man or
woman, at least of our generation, the Irish republican socialist — the
revolutionary activist who organised and worked in tenant
associations, trade unions, housing action committees, and cultural
organisations. Elected to represent the people of his native Wicklow,
he helped to lead and shape the republican movement into a significant
left-wing militant organisation.

It would be misleading to give a narrow account of Seamus’s role as
councillor, because he acted it out in a wider context of revolutionary
politics. His activities as councillor must be seen in the context of his
revolutionary role and against the background of the development of
the republican movement in Wicklow prior to 1967 as well as the
internal changes in the republican movement between 1963 and 1967.

In 1954, shortly before the armed campaign of the late 50’s there
was, as Seamus himself put it, “absolutely no republican organisation
in Co. Wicklow”. The first Sinn Féin cumann was started in Bray in
May of 1955. It had six or seven members, most of whom had been
members of the Dun Laoghaire cumann. Its only activity was the sale
of the United Irishman. *Of the new members who joined at that time
along with the others who came in during the 50’s campaign, not one
was drawn from a traditional republican background”. They had no
preconceived ideas about revolutionary political action.

As the northern campaign waned, the movement in Bray showed
signs of disintegration. By the end of 1962 there were four or five active
members, and this small group set itself the task of ‘“‘putting the
organisation on its feet”’. By the middle of 1963 ‘‘we had about a dozen
very active people”.(1)

Between 1963 and 1967 the republican movement underwent a
radical change in outlook, policies and activities. Seamus Costello was
one of those most directly responsible for that change, and Wicklow
was to become a proving-ground for the new radicalism.

Seamus had participated in the disastrous armed campaign of the
50’s. He had joined with great enthusiasm in a military adventure
which he believed would inspire the Irish people to take up the fight
once more against the British occupation of the northern six counties.
But he was soon to realise that heroism and self-sacrifice were not
enough. The campaign fought in the mountainous border regions did
not have the desired result. People throughout Ireland were more
concerned with the pressing social problems of the day, with increasing
unemployment and mounting emigration.
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Seamus continued to accept that th'c fight ﬁ_gainst the Brm" 3 |
Nnn' ﬁd necessary., but he now realised that it would not §54 %

a ough uallnht band divorced from the vital social isstieq s :L‘;
¢ sa at there were many strands to the anti-‘imﬁ g

correct
q small th
dav. He now saw th

trugele and many rel 0N :
jnc;{ion as being above all other Issucs, was to 1solate oneself fr,
ques a §

Irish people and to m:?kc dCff'Ii'lt inC\fit.abIc. i
To make progress from military tallure. and dlsll]us1onmenf',’ _
qecessary to involve the movement in the issues that affected the m
of the people. civil rights in the North and soc.xal equality in the enj;
country. To build that movement was their new task, their

ated links to liberation. To hold the natie

)

forward. .
« Above all others, Seamus Costello was responsible for ending ¢
arliamentary abstention policy, setting the party on a relat

Féin's p tionf .
d and having it registered as a regular

democratic roa

There were many who did not share Seamus’s deepl
convictions: some would have “no truck with socialism™; ¢
blinded by military failure and personal disillusionment were s o)
turn their backs on the national question and to reject militancy i
shape or form. The former were to form the Provos and the latte:
degenerate into Sinn Féin the Workers Party. Seamus was to st
principled course, and was never to lose sight of the convictions
espoused by so many at that time. e

There was one fundamental way in which he differed fro
rest of the movement’s leadership. He was not content me
preach the theory, he also implemented it to the letter. He was so
practise what he preached: he organised tenants associations, housit
action committees, community pressure groups; he was active mnf
trade union and was to be elected president of the Bray T
Council.

During that period of intellectual turmoil and soul-searching
the movement, Seamus and his handful of comrades began in earr
to reorganise in Wicklow. Between 1964 and February 1966, th
re-eslzlat)hshcd the Easter commemoration there for the first time
1924. They established their first links with the trade union mover
3;]]‘1 gotone {n‘cmber elected to the Bray Trades Council, represents
;;ar\:-U‘..l. Ihe new policy within the movement led to a grows

ness of the necessity for involvement in the work of 0
organisations, D
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«This new policy was brought a ;tﬁp forv\;grd in February 1966;
the Sinn Féin cumann cqllcd_a PUt Ic mte? ing of all councij ten:
Bray for the purpose of tormmgf a enztlp S a;somatlon. The imm
result of this meeting was the formation of a very active assoe
with four or five Sinn Féin ‘r.nembers in key pomhoqs on the comm
T favol"{‘ble effect from our point of view on the cours
the local elections In the following year. }Ng ?Iso strengthene,
links with the Bray Trades Council by inviting them to offj
participate in the 1966 Easter commemorations. They agreed tom
and they appointed Roddy Connolly, son of James Connolly, o5
on their behalf. By the beginning of 1967 our organisation in B
well poised for the local government election contest’(4).

The Wicklow Sinn Féin election programme reflected
social consciousness. Seamus led and organised an extremely effj
four-week campaign, distributing 75,000 pieces of literature,
posters, with 15 people working every night. Sinn Féin was th
party to canvass every house and hold numerous public me_eting”

Seamus afterwards listed the reasons for their success. Among
was that “‘we made no secret of the fact that we were a revolutiona
socialist party and that we were prepared to give leadership both in th
council chamber and on the streets. We made it plain to the people th
we would make sure that Bray Urban Council would be democra
and that they would be able to make their presence felt in the ¢
chamber on any issue that affected their welfare”(5).

At his very first council meeting, the newlv elected Co
Costello pointed to what was to be the kernel of all his activitie
role when he requested that proper facilities be made availabl
council chamber so that the public in general (and as issues aro
delegations of affected people) should have complete access
public representatives. Seamus was to lead in many such delegations,
and while he remained a councillor, decisions were never made behind
closed doors. .

A second Sinn Féin member had been elected for Bray. Thisw
Doyle, who at least ensured that all Seamus’s proposals would re
discussion stage. There were to be many such issues even in his |
year as a councillor; supporting community demands for pedestria
crossings; requests for more efficient water supply; repairs to 10t
cte. However, the overriding issue of that first year was, of cou
housing. Seamus knew its importance and wasted no time in acti
With the Bray Sinn Féin cumann he organised a Housing AC
Comnpttee and was elected its chairman. He led the homeless int@
zxenrc’ll chamber and dpmanded the declaration of a hO“S
il S{:en?}'l. For the first time ever, there were members of {he gal

pecial Branch present in the public gallery. Sinn Féin Plck-z :

{
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were placed on the council and Seamus proposed that legislation be
sought to requisition vacant houses for those on the waiting-list. He
called for the serving of compulsory purchase orders on lands owned
by the Loreto Convent.

His efforts on behalf of the homeless attracted many young people
into the Sinn Féin organisation and also provided badly needed
solidarity for the struggle of the Dublin Housing Committee.

Other issues he raised were the call for the municipal control of the
Bray amusement arcades (which were bringing big profits to a small
group of people) and, of course, the national anti-EEC campaign.

[t was some time before many of his fellow councillors were to come
to terms with having such a radical and effective activist in their midst.
By the end of his first year, one of his more conservative fellow
councillors was to say of him: “Every resolution of Councillor Costello
is aimed to stir up trouble”. He stirred up trouble again and again
whenever an issue arose that affected the interests and welfare of the
people who had elected him.

In May 1968, he took another step forward to use his position as
councillor to highlight injustice and issues not directly affecting his
constituents. When the E.I. dispute in Shannon broke, he introduced a
resolution calling on the Government *“to bring in legislation to compel
all foreign industrial firms to recognise the rights of trade unions and to
condemn the attitude of the American E.I. company”. This resolution
was denounced in the Bray council as the “latest of Seamus Costello’s
troublesome motions with subversive intentions”. Seamus. of course.
recognised the obvious limitations of such resolutions, and he was. in
another role, engaged directly in more militant action in defence of the
rights of the Shannon workers. Many believe that this was the high-
point of the movement’s turn to the left. Certainly, this was
““parliamentarianism allied with militancy”.

In March 1968, Seamus had received 2,009 first preference votesin a
Wicklow by-election. According to an Irish Times correspondent at
that time, he was “more socialist than the socialists” — this referred
particularly to the policy in his election manifesto calling for the
division of large estates among small farmers. He was continually
hampered and badgered over the abstention issue — one of the
reasons he was to press home within the movement for the reversal of
the abstention policy, which was to lead to the split and the formation
of the Provisionals in 1969. The election result was a major vote of
confidence in his efforts as councillor.

He continued to give dedicated leadership to his constituents, on
any issue that concerned local people. When residents objected to a
slaughterhouse, he brought them into the council and demanded that
their views be listened to. In August 1968, he began the highly
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to defend the freedom of access to the beach,
ceived popular support and led to clasheg
and the gardai, and ultimately to the arrecs
rters. The issue was eventually resolyed
~eontable compromise agreement reached,
m“,ﬁflw(j :;: ?,;(gi:::‘itllLo;erslr:adow events, and following the P,
m,l.l;]: m: lOctoher Sth, Seamus called' on Bray'cpuqcil to “Coﬂcf
th‘c brutality of the RUC In suppressing the civil rights marc] 4
December 1968. at the General Council ?f Co_un.ty Counglls, hg h
motion down attacking the Government's Criminal Justice Bil
continued to push social issues, and in January .1969, he called
Brav council to demand “the r'elease Qf Denis Denqehy”,'th
prisbn arising out of the Housing Actlon campaign in pr]i
pointed out that on the 50th anniversary of the first Dai
celebrations were marred by the imprisonment of a man whose fam
had been denied a home of their own. -
In June 1969, Bray Urban Council was replaced by a Govern
nominated commissioner, but Seamus retained his right to atte;
meetings and challenge decisions as he saw fit. When the council
reconvened three years later, Seamus Costello was elected ““chairm:
of Bray Urban Commissioners”, or in effect Lord Mayor. He hel
position with dignity and achieved such popularity in that perio
when the local elections were held again in 1974 he was elected
head of the poll in both Bray and Wicklow. In an editorial comment
a Wicklow People election special the following tribute was paid
him: /
“Seamus Costello has been involved in many clashes at council
and has stood out again and again in his defence of the workin
people™.
He very often stood alone against the entire council, when, fo
example, he joined with the officials in opposing the grant
planning permission for the construction of private houses in are
great scenic value. At one stage there were 34 appeals to
2D4epartment of Local Government, and of those Seamus had lodg
_He continued in this vein up to the day he was assassinated."lfi )
tribute to him at that time it was truly said that “no struggle of the
wor king class was too insignificant for his involvement, and despite hi
national commitments, his organisational duties as full-time.IR.S

organiser, he always found time to honour his commitment to his
constituents in Co. Wicklow’’.

As a councillor, his achieve
OW revolutionary activists co
movement which people woul

publiciscd campal gn
Brittas Bay. This u
hired security firms
Seamus and his Suppo

ment was to show clearly at local level

uld organise politically to build a ma
d support — or in a word, to accomj
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what he had set out to achieve, o point the way forward for all those
who seek the republic of Pearse, Connolly and Costello.
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‘1 knew Seamus from the time he was sixteen years of age. Even
at that early age his potential for leadership was very evident.
He had a passion for Irish history and his idols were Michael
Collins and James Connolly.

He had the rare combination of idealism and pragmatism — in
fact he was down to earth and very practical in his dealings with
people.
Seamus was in fact the most sincere person I have ever had the
pleasure to know. 4

— Father Piaras O Duill

¢ He was killed by someone who hated truth, because more than
anything else Seamus loved truth. His countenance bore the
illuminated fervour of Pearse. His qualities of precision and
leadership were obvious to anyone who met him even once.
— Joe Stagg, Irish Civil Rights Association,
speaking in New York, October 1977.
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Emerging I.eader

onn Mac Thomais

Kam

N THE early fifties that Scamps came along t
ration concert in the Gaiety Theatre and
- the IRA. 1 asked him how old he was, he said he was fit
joir look son, you are too young. Join the Fianna. No, he says
e IRA. Well, I said, Come back in a year’s time and
what we can do for you. So I thought that was the end of him, :
hehold a year passed by and the next Easter commemoration
in the Gaiety he walked up and Iqoked_ at me straight in the ¢
\.;‘;\‘s “Do vou remember me?”" 1 said I did all right. Well, he
sivieen now and 1 want to join the IRA ke was a very striking
voune fellow. Jet black hair, very good looking, inclined to be t
lankv at that time. Unusual from the ordinary run-of-the-mill
that joined the IRA. Most lads who joined the IRA were 19, 2
even 30 years of age, so a sixteen-year-old was something of
dav wonder. However, he did his twelve weeks course on th
<taff of the IRA and was transferred into a unit and was fairly

I:

1T WAS I
[ aster commemo

.\;11.\1
to join the I

Several months later we organised a week-end camp on the
mountains and the Special Branch looked as if they were moving:
we decided to get all the stuff away. Someone said we had a van.
motor transport was very hard to come by at that time and the fac
we had a van was another seven-day wonder. I said O.K., whe
driver? Who walked up but Seamus. Seamus was not only the
but it was his van. It was used by his family to deliver the milk i
— and deliver guns on week-ends. So from that day on, Seam
always in on the organising of the parades and meetings, an
the stuff to and from places.

The time Joe Doyle was in jail in England, Mrs. Doyle se
and told me there was a man in Bray — she didn’t know who he
who was collecting a lot of money for the Cumainn Comhaire an:
spending this money in the pub. He was boasting in the pub that
drinking IRA money. So I decided to get someone to find out al
him, and Seamus Costello was given the job. Within about a W
had a report for me — exactly who the man was. He was a bus d
{Z;;”{;?’)Z:;‘;}‘rz)gﬁ h'ad’ t,h? number of the bus he drove and th%t
ST, (gi{ifd%c.every night. So we picked him up an b

stof the story is history. But the Cummainn Com!

got back their mone Mrs. D
1 S. 3 n
cveryone in Bray, 4 oyle was very pleased and
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This had a great boost for the
movement in Bray from the point
of recruiting. A number of people
came forward. It added a great
prestige to the movement. and I
think looking back on the issue. it
was wonderful how Seamus was
able to organise the whole finding
out, exactly who he was. and not
only that but the exact moment
we could pick him up on the road.

He was a very determined
person, great ability to organise.
totally dedicated. That was the
thing about everybody in those
years. It was seven days a week.
and 24 hours a day. 1 think
somcone putitin a nutshell when
he said that you were an IRA man
ceven when you were asleep in
bed. And Seamus was one of
those

He moved from the Army into
Sinn Féin circles and became very
active 1in Sinn Féin in Bray. This
wis long before he came up to the
Ard Comhairle of Sinn Féin and
standing for clections. He was
always in the two organisations, which again was unusual, Most people
were either in Sinn Féin or in the IRA but Seamus was in both. In the
1956 campaign he was involved in the preparation. The idea was to
build in a supply of arms for casy availability to the columns. In this,
ke in all his work, he was meticulous, every detail checked and
nothing left to chance.

He was arrested and interned in the Curragh. Here as ever he was
extremely active. He wasn’t in jail at all — he was in a university. He
organised classes and gave lectures. When he wasn’t engaged
politically, he was helping to dig the tunnel. I didn’t take part in any of
thisactivity. I used to lie on the bed and read. He was always ‘on’ to me
about the Legion of Mary. He'd come and sit on my bed, begging to be
told stories of the Rising and other bits of history.

For a long time I would take no notice. I would go on reading until
eventually I'd get soannoyed. I'd tell him to so-and-so off with himself.
Now, he’d say. do you hear the Legion swearing, and he’d fall all over

Speaking ata
Sinire Féin Ard-fhets in 1971




20

he bed Jaughing. He never tired, he had boundless energy — g
the bed < > ;

acllivcl-hC 1967 local authority elections he stood as a Sing Fein
n #

candidate both for Wicklow County COU‘"C'L and for Bray U:‘B
T \il. One Sunday morning I spoke at seven after-p
l)lstl}t‘ (SOUIE . the county. We came back through Bray and the
mcct‘mgs al\l ov'u Jlatform holding forth. He asked me to speak., At this
MY bcamtlh_?? ::7'}15“0111)’ a whisper and I told him it just wasn’t any ¢ ‘
s“tg?;]‘]-i\;{\i::;as 1;0 one could hear me. Ah, well, he says, T’ll te]] y,
:?l:z:tl \erm‘llbdo. Here is a page of the register, you can do a b
canvassing. This was typical of the man. He spared no one, not
himself. The movement was what mattered, r_mothmg nor nobody el
In the early sixties Seamus haq risen very high up through the rank;
and was in the leadership capacity. He became very popular and had;
large following. He was very highly regarded. He was a very for
spgaker, very determined. He was a socialist to his fmge.rtlps, and
the work in the sixties in connection with the workers and in the A
mines, the ground rents, the evictions, the housing action commit
Seamus was involved in all this. . i
He stepped out into military circles, into leadership. At the
Easter commemoration parade from St. Stephen’s Green to Glasn.
he was Chief Marshall. There were thousands of police — th:
spectators were outnumbered by three to one and the parade wa
outnumbered by about ten to one. The police had told us the IRA fl
must not fly. Seamus said, yes, that’s O.K. We are not to fly the flag
very good, that’s O.K. He got out ten or twelve of the tallest fellows t
line the front and another ten or twelve to line the back, and he put th
blue IRA flag in the centre, and he says: “Now here is the order — thi
flag is getting to Glasnevin cemetery, I don’t care how it is getting ther
but there it is getting”. :
It was a running battle from Suffolk Street corner to Glasnevin,
the blue flag of the IRA was carried all the way through the streets o
Dublin that day. Baton charge and counter charge and counter ba
charge took place. Several people were arrested, but the flag got
Glasnevin. That was the type of determination which characterised hi
whole life. ;
Someone asked me a couple of years ago, what sort of a fellow is th
Costel.lo? The split had occurred and of course Seamus and I were i
opposite camps. So I thought and I said, well I'll tell you what sort
fellow Costello is. “If you are living in Co. Wicklow, the finest man
represent you would be Seamus Costello, because if there was anythin
wrong with your tap, or your light, or the rain was coming in through th
roof, Costello is the man”. He had a way of getting things done fo
other people. He was always in the constituency, driving around in th
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car. No matter how trivial it was. he was always at hand to help other
people. The whole motivation of his life was doing something for the
movement.

We did split. In the Intercontinental Hotel, as the split came, I got
up to walk out, and as I got to the door, he caught me by the arm, and
he said, “Not you Eamonn, don’tgo’’. 1 said, “I'm sorry Seamus, [ have
to go”. I walked out. It was a very sad occasion. a very moving occasion
— a movement split to smithereens that we had spent our whole lives
trying to build — all of us thinking we were doing the right thing.

[ didn’t see Seamus for a long number of years after that. One day
not so long ago I was going down the quays, a car shot out and nearly
knocked me down. I looked and saw Seamus. He lowered the window
and smiled. I said, you wouldn’t
knock me down. Ah no,
Eamonn, he said, I wouldn’t
knock you down. We had a short
chat. I asked him how the wife
and kids were getting on, how he
was doing himself. Ah, he says
“still at it, doing a bit”. That was
the last I saw of Seamus Costello.

¢ My father told his court
martial that the British had
no right in Ireland.
Seamus Costello felt the
same way.
He was the greatest follower
of my father’s teachings in
this generation and I hope
that his example shall be
followed and that his vision
for Ireland will be realised in
this generation.? / -
— Nora Connolly O’Brien Nora Connolly-O’Brien speaking at
speaking at his graveside. Seamus Costello's funeral
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Man of dedication and determination

Niall I.enoach

IT IS A DIFFICULT and dishearteping t.hing for anyone who h
worked with Seamus Costello or admired him to accept the finality of
his death. Like James Connolly, Seamus was cut down in the prime of
life with 20 years of revolutionary experience and hardship behi
him. but with an irrepressible dedication and energy to carry on w
the struggle. to learn new lessons and to break new ground. ,

In the vears since his death I have spoken to many of his former
comrades who worked with him in the 50’s campaign and in t
subsequent reorganisation of the republican movement. Without
exception, regardless of political or personal divisions, they have al
<aid that from the beginning they felt that Seamus had leadership
qualities. He had the decisiveness and clarity to understand a politica
situation. and. let it also be said, he had the necessary ruthlessless to
carry through his ideals against all the odds. The first big decision for
him came in 1959 at the age of 19 when, having spent 2}2years in prison
and internment camps, he declined to take the easy way out, to say that
he had done his bit for Ireland and get on with living his own life. He
had decided that the system was rotten and needed changing. There
were no half measures. He had entered on a life-long commitment.

The state of the republican movement in 1962 with the ending of the
50°s campaign was one of total disorganisation and demoralisation.
Many simply drifted away to ordinary jobs or emigrated, feeling that
all the years of hardship, imprisonment and slow patient work had
come t0 nothing. The sales of the United Irishman had fallen by 80%
since the high point of 1956. To people who had grown to regard the
republican movement as the guardian of all that was good in the Irish -
political tradition, the early 60’s were a disheartening time. In the
South the multinationals were coming in at a big rate, attracted by tax
concessions and massive grants. Fianna Fail were dropping their
Republican rhetoric.

Instead of bleating about partition, Lemass began to tell the Irish
people that in time the border would simply wither away. Those who
talked of the republican tradition and British imperialism seemed an
isolated and irrelevant fringe. »

Seamus did not drift away but began to look at the problems of the
rgquhcu_n movement in relation to the changing political situation.
;[]:(?l;arjrll:(ljn[wn'clusmn was that the 50’s campaign had t:ailed because it
e ’glgdfhﬁr mass support. They realised thz}t it took polltlcal
hb rc)’ ubllj' & P?f’PlC outon to the streets, that emotional sympathy ory

publicanism are no use unless they are channelled in the right
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direction by political direction. Seamus and his comrades were
increasingly influenced by James Connolly. because Connolly had
realised that military means alone were not enough, that the armed
struggle must be combined with the political and social. In 1966 he set
the direction for the new left-wing turn of the republican movement at
the Bodenstown commemoration. ““We believe that the large estates of
absentee landlords should be acquired by compulsory acquisition and
worked on a co-operative basis with the [inancial and technical
assistance of the State . . . our policy is to nationalise the key industries
with the eventual aim of co-operative ownership by the workers . . .
nationalisation of all banks, insurance companies, loan and investment
companies . . ."’

The housing agitations in Dublin, Wicklow, Dun Laoghaire and
Sligo, the ground rents agitations, the union struggles, all played their
part in attracting new blood to the republican movement. In the years
which followed, Seamus built up Wicklow Sinn Féin from scratch.,
starting up tenants associations in Bray, starting up agitations about
land and access to beaches. But however deep his commitment to
building a local organisation, however deep his commitment to
fighting for the rights of the workers of Bray and Wicklow, Seamus
resisted the temptation to become a parish-pump politician. At an
official Sinn Féin seminar on local elections in 1973, he warned
potential councillors against the danger of becoming social workers.
The job of a revolutionary councillor was to mobilise people, to give
them political guidance.

While he played a key role in moving the republican movement to
the left and towards greater involvement in the everyday struggles for
decent housing conditions and a living wage, he never lost sight of the
fact that at the end of the day republican socialists would have to follow
in the footsteps of James Connolly’s Irish Citizen Army. While being
active in the Wicklow County Council, the ITGWU, the County
Committee of Agriculture and numerous other political bodies, he
retained his position as Director of Operations of the IRA. When
calling for a move to the left at Bodenstown in 1966, he added that ‘“‘in
the long term, the lessons of history show that the robber baron must be
disestablished by the same methods that he used to enrich himself and
retain his ill-gotten gains, namely, force of arms. To this end we must
organise, train and maintain a disciplined armed force which will always
be available to strike at the opportune moment’.

In common with others who later set up the IRSP, Seamus stayed
with the “Officials™ when the split in the republican movement came
because he believed they offered the best hope of developing into a
revolutionary movement in the tradition of James Connolly. But over
the years it became clear that the majority of the leadership of the
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an movement were moving away from the idealu
wrds a labour party type reformism, [n
contrast to James Connolly’s pnsi.tinn‘ th_ey insisted that there Qould.' v;?
no progress on the national question until the Pmtestant 'workm‘gc P
had been converted to anahsm. lnstea('i of lmplerpentlng their o
democratically decided pohc_v_ on the national question, they Chm
Alks with the sectarian murder gangs of the UDA and Uy
d this pathetic reformism as “Ring R

~Official” republic
republican cocialism oW«

engage int _
Seamus characterise
Socialism™. di 3
The Trish Republican Socialist l?arty was laupched in Decem
1074 under the slogan “For Ngtlonal .leeratlon and a Soci
Republic™. Tt was a very difficult time. With Fhe upsurge of republic;
secling following Bloody Sunday, the Coalition stepped up tortur:
r‘prcgsion and black propaganda in an all-out _bid to eradica
republicanism. Many people who had been active had become
completely disillusioned because of the setbapks and splits of the
previous years. In the North the long years of strife had also taken t
toll. From the beginning the new party came under ferocious press
North and South.
It is a measure of Seamus Costello’s dedication and sin
mindedness that he was able to face the task of building a
organisation from scratch. With characteristic decisiveness he went
the offensive when things were at their worst. When the Coaliti
moved to destroy the IRSP through the train-robbery frame-up, he
was largely responsible for bringing Amnesty International in
investigate the activities of the “Heavy Gang”. At a time of de
disunity among the republican and left forces in Ireland, he took t
last great political initiative of his life by launching the Broad Fro
aimed at uniting the broad cross-section which supported the ba
demands on the national question. .
Seamus could be described as a “‘hard-man” in the best sense of the
word. He sincerely believed in what he was doing and was determine
to achieve it against all the odds. And yet, in spite of his strong
personality and convictions, he was never a bitter man. On a person"é;]g
level he retained a lot of respect for some of those he had worked witﬁi'
in the Officials, but for him the decisive factor was that they were
politically wrong, i
: I he people who plotted Seamus Costello’s death were sure it would
finish the movement he founded. But just as his death has left a mar
on us, so has his life and example. Ut



A Leader of National Stature

Gerry Roche

THE HISTORY OF "98 is written all over Co. Wicklow and Seamus
Costello absorbed and revelled in the stories of the Wicklow '98 men.
It was from Bray that Seamus set off to fight the British occupation
forces in south Derry as a young lad, and it was to Bray he returned
after his internment.

Seamus once said, “County Wicklow is Ireland in miniature. It has
within its borders all the problems common to the nation — small
farmers trying to eke out a living on poor mountain farms, inadequate
housing and industrial workers with a depressed standard of living”. It
was with this in mind that Seamus after his release from the Curragh
began his involvement with the problems of the working people of Co.
Wicklow. But he was much more
than just a local politician. He
was a leader of national stature.
Seamus was an innovator and
pacemaker in the republican
movement from the early 60’s
onwards. He argued against the
traditional republican policy of
abstention from Leinster House.

He was not unaware of the
possible dangers of such a course;
but just as involvement in armed
struggle does not necessarily lead
to militarism, neither does in-
volvement in elections necessarily
lead to reformism. Like Lenin, he
was pragmatic in his tactics, and
while recognising the corruption
of the courts and parliament, he
was quite prepared to use them
as a platform while remaining
totally inflexible in his politics. i '

Seamus’s views on participation dpaciingata BresiSonfenancs

in LeinsteriHons e e e on the great train robbery frame-up
torture case

controversy in the republican

movement at the time. Because

of that, and in view of the present

degeneration of Sinn Féin the
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o - Al
to sterile reformism, I think it is worthwhile anq
restore Seamus’s attitude towards participation in

workers Party :
ative that we

. Free State Dail. , Bl ) 14
1]1&\“ ymus said i an internal discussion document: “The people of
NS N 2k ;

Ireland are clever enough to recognise l/lef(;[c'{ it Gfti.vg power lies
, hands of parliament at the moment, and in my opinion tﬁey are not.
ki Jive their support to any party that refuses to recognise this fact
‘Qm;z‘g “; "‘(:(“:.(,,.d,-,,;\,/\:_ Before the republican movement can achieye
anc ,‘I"‘w B succeed in breaking the confidence of t{1e people in th
oxisting parliamentary institutions, and I suggest that this should be on
of the main functions of our T. D.s.”We can use it as a forum from whic,
10 advance our revolutionary ideas’ . '
Seamus fully recognised that the Free State prfxrhament was a corrup
1stitution which was a barrier to the emancipation of the Irish worki
class and aspirations of Irish people to unification and se
determination for their country. But like all good generals fighting
powerful enemy, he knew that while you gathered your forces for ¢
frontal assualt on the enemy lines, guerrilla attacks within enem
territory weakened and demoralised the enemy. While not capable of
defeating him, the incursions paved the way for the final assault.
It would be the height of folly for anybody who claims to want t
see a socialist revolution in Ireland to ignore the fact that all k
personnel in the political parties, the civil service, the judiciary, th
military, para-military and police forces are drawn from the capitalist
class and are going to protect that class, come what may. The history of
the world is littered with very sad examples of what can happen under
these circumstances. That is why we republicans believe that a military
force with the proper training and the correct ideological motivation i
necessary to safeguard the revolution.™
Between 1967 and 1969 came the development of the mass
movement in the North for civil rights. Seamus gave it his
wholehearted support. Recognising its essential reformist nature, he
knew that inevitably it would lead to a confrontation with imperialism
— a confrontation that the leadership of the “Official”” republican
movement became determined to avoid. Therein lay the origins and
reasons for our parting from the “Officials” in 1974. "
From the very beginning of the formation of the IRSP Seamus
hamm_ered away continually at the need for a broad front of antl-
imperialist forces. He canvassed support for the concept in whatever
quarters he could find it. His and the party’s efforts began to pay
dividends with the convening of the first anti-imperialist conference on
March 12, 1977, at the Spa Hotel in Lucan. The rest is history. The

talks broke down but weren’t a complete failure. A beginning had
been made.
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It is a sad irony that only after somebody is dead do we begin to
appreciate their qualities. For over 20 years Seamus Costello worked
and slaved tirelessly for the working people of this island. He never
asked for thanks and he never expected it. He never looked for
material gain and he never received any. It was my privilege to have
worked closely with Seamus from early 1974, and during that period I
can only recall three or four times when he wasn’t out working for the
movement.

His wasn’t an eight hour working day — he rarely worked less than
16 hours a day. I think I could safely say that there have been few
revolutionaries ever in Ireland who have worked so hard and for so
long. I say all these things as no empty rhetoric, but because they need
to be said in the light of the Free State attempts to blacken Seamus’s
name. Black propaganda is nothing new to Irish revolutionaries. Our
present Free Staters have learnt the art well from their British and
American counter-insurgency tutors.

The British applied the black propaganda technique against every
[rish revolutionary leader from Tone to Casement. The Free Staters
applied the same techniques against Erskine Childers and other
republican leaders in the civil war. Now it is Seamus Costello’s turn.

As a republican socialist movement, with a serious and worked out
analysis of both the national and class question in Ireland, we must be
vigilant against the designs of both the British and Free State
governments. They will attempt to devise new policies to divert the
national liberation struggle into a cul-de-sac — like the ‘‘federal
solution’ to maintain two reactionary states in Ireland.

We believe that the only realistic solution to the national and class
question lies in the establishment of a 32-county democratic socialist
republic; full political freedom devoid of any military, econcmic or
cultural control, with the working class in control of the means of
production, distribution and exchange. To achieve this the IRSP was
formed. It will continue until those aims are achieved.

€ In the course of his revolutionary activities over a lifetime, he

broke with untruth wherever he found it. 2
— Tiarnan Mac Gearraigh

in a telegram of sympathy after Seamus’s death.
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Without Fears or Favourites
May Hayes

1 FIRST SAW SEAMUS Costello at Bodenstown in 1967. He was
Chief Marshall, and struck me as a very active and highly efficient
young man. I went there with friends from Bray, from whom [ heard
quite a bit of Seamus Costello’s earlier history in the republican
movement — all very much to his credit.

There was a very large crowd in the march. Bus loads came from
Ulster. Limerick. Cork. Wexford, two train loads from Dublin and
many others in cars. It was a great turn-out and to me, who hadn’t
been to Bodenstown for many years, it seemed that a new spirit had
come to life in Ireland. Thousands were there, not Provisionals, not
Sinn Féin the Workers Party, not communists, not socialists just Irish
men and women paying their homage to the father of Irish
republicanism.

The local government elections were held a few weeks after the
Bodenstown ceremony. Seamus stood as Sinn Féin candidate for
Bray Urban District Council and Wicklow County Council, and
headed the poll in both contests. The day of the election I was acting
for the Labour Party at St. Brigid’s National School, Foxrock, and
two of the early voters were Seamus and his wife Maoiliosa. Fianna
Fail and Fianna Gael had some children outside the school handing
out leaflets. In their innocence, not knowing Seamus, they rushed
forward to give him their literature. With a big broad smile on his
handsome face, he said to them, very gently, “Oh, no. It’s the Labour
Party leaflets I'm looking for”. The children fell back disappointed. If
the parties had been represented by grown-up people, they would
have known better, because even before he was elected as a local

overnment representative, he had become a public figure.

In May 1968, he lectured to a group of Labour Party members in
the Dun Laoghaire area, the title of his talk was ‘‘Labour in the
Republican movement”. Dr. John de Courcy Ireland was chairman,
and in his summing up he said: “I have great hopes for Ireland, that a
new day is dawning for her people. The ideas of the lecturer are as
good as I could hope for’.

Seamus treated his audiences with the utmost seriousness, no matter
what party or group they belonged to. Evidence of this seemed to
percolate through to his listeners, and even when they didn’t agree they
were always impressed. Many years later when he spoke in Armhurst,
U.S.A., even his bitterest opponents listened with admiration.
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After the shootings in Derry in
January 1972, he addressed a
larce  gathering outside the
British Embassy in Dublin — the
day it was burned down.
He prefaced his speech with the
remark. “We have come here
often before to protest, but
this time we have come with a
notice to quit”’. 1 haven't the
slightest doubt that, had he been
given his head at that fateful time,
he was prepared to lead an armed
insurrection. He saw the revolu-
tionary situation and he would
have had the backing of a large
section of the trade union move-
ment — emotionally, maybe, but
amenable to leadership. “At heart, gentle and courteous . . .

He was well known and well He would cheerﬂ'lll,\' getup in the

. ; middle of the night if he could
respected as a hard working trade help anyone”
unionist. But the men who should g
have been standing beside him were either tied to apron strings or had
other more personal, if less desirable, attractions to dissuade them. It
was a great chance lost and it was not the fault of Seamus Costello.

From the time of his election as a public representative, Seamus
worked night and day for the people of Bray and Wicklow, for houses,
for water schemes, better and more roads, the right of the people to
retain use of the strand at Brittas Bay. He fought for fishermen’s
rights, for people evicted, for itinerants, against pollution — you name
it, he was there. He was like a terrier at council meetings. He exposed
the faintest smell of intrigue. He knew no fear. He had no favourites,
and could not be bought. He was a hard task master. He made us work
like slaves and he worked like ten slaves himself.

In addition to the local issues, he led his supporters in the campaign
against the abolition of proportional representation, and was tireless in
his efforts against Ireland’s entry into the Common Market. In this
particular campaign. Wicklow Sinn Féin distributed more of the
Labour Party’s paper on the Common Market than the Labour Party
itself distributed in the whole of Ireland. He was the greatest organiser
[ ever met. He examined every detail, and during all the years of his
public life in Wicklow he was all the time actively engaged in the fight
for national freedom and independence. One evening in Bray he
wanted me to go up the hill to Boghall to sell the United Irishman, 1
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refused. I was 64 and no longer able to rush up and down steps with
papers, and I told him so. He was outraged because [ stood up to him.
He said I was no use in the movement if I refused to do what I was told,
and if I wasn’t able to work I shouldn’t be in it. j

Of course, it was a momentary feeling for him and in no way
characteristic. He was ruthless and arrogant at times, but not for his
own personal gain — always for the cause. At heart he was gentle and
courteous and would cheerfully get up in the middle of the night if he
could help anyone. I have known him to do just that. After he and |
had that little “Dust up’’, he was full of concern for me and always
asked if I was able to do the job on hand.

The Sinn Féin Ard Fheis of 1968 was held in Liberty Hall. Through
Seamus’s good offices, I attended as a visitor. At that time Sinn Féin
had not achieved the political heights of the 70’s. The attendance
would have been about 100. To one who had been on the periphery of
the movement for many years, I could detect that there were
differences of opinion. There were signs there was a departure
from the old style traditional republicanism which could be difficult
to bridge. The Ard Fheis of 1970 proved this to be tragically
correct.

When the split did occur, Seamus remained with Gardiner Place,
although it was evident at the Ard Fheis that there was less enmity
between him as a person and the people who formed the Provisional
movement than there was amongst the leadership of Gardiner Place.
This too proved correct.

I was in London when I got news of his assassination. I was shocked
to death, absolutely shattered, although, like himself, those of us who
supported him in the IRSP lived with the dreadful fear that one day he
would die as he did.

As Sinn Féin, Gardiner Place, became less and less of a republican
movement, a number of people were dissatisfied and disillusioned.
Seamus with his terrier like instinct had discovered the “‘rat”. He
drafted a long memorandum setting out his ideas for a new structure to
be read and discussed at the 1972 Ard Fheis (Gardiner Place). He was
not allowed to propose it, so there was no discussion. He was
eventually expelled.

However, for months he was organising a new group, and in
December 1974 he held a meeting where the Irish Republican Socialist
Party was formed. In his exuberance he wanted everything done at
once. He was in a hurry. Had he known it then, he had only three more
years left in which to complete his task.

Apart from the loss to his family and to to his party, his loss to
Ireland was even greater. After his assassination, the Sunday Press

‘said he was a Che Guevara without a Castro.
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Although a member of his mgm()riz_ll. committee, I was unable to
attend the unveiling. But I have since visited the grave. In my view the
stone itself portrays correctly his socialist ideals and his young life cut
:<hnrl. but I cannot hq!p feeling his own thoughts would be as he
cxprcsscd them himself in 1968: “The dead don’t belong to us, we don't
helong to the dead’'.

That his comrades and friends should honour him with such a
monument is as it should be, but a perpetual memorial can be
ablished by educating for republicanism, by sincerely, and with
dignity and integrity, endeavouring to obtain for the people the
sol‘ialist aspirations of Seamus — the right to live and own our land,
our wealth, our resourses, within a united and independent Ireland.

est

Protesting at Brittas Bay for free access
to bsaches. ; : ' ;
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Man of Vision
Sean Doyle

WHAT SEAMUS COSTELLO meant and still means to the people of
County Wicklow would take volumes. This short account will have to
suffice.

For a man of average height and appearance, to us, the people of
Wicklow, he was a tower of strength and determination, our hope, our
guidance. and our inspiration for the future. He explained our age-old
desire for freedom and showed us the path to take to achieve it.

From his secondary education in the 50’s border campaign to his
Bachelor’s degree in freedom fighting, which he obtained in the
Curragh University, he took up his practice throughout the 32 counties
of Ireland. Graduates from the Curragh realised that in order to
achieve national freedom, the class struggle and the national question
went together, in other words, that national liberation and socialism
were the same struggle.

By freeing the beaches of Brittas Bay, he liberated all the beaches in
the 26 counties, thus proving what a small group of determined people
can achieve against powerful capitalist opposition. Once elected to the
Bray Urban Council and Wicklow County Council, he organised the
people to organise themselves, from housing action groups to
unemployment, to small hill farmers, to Northern civil rights and the
military campaign. Seamus was there in the thick of the peoples’
struggle right up to his assassination.

First and foremost, Seamus was a man of the people whose task in
life was to make us masters of our own destiny. He was not one of those
smooth-talking, respectable politicians of the established parties, or
should I say established parasites, who exploit the electorate for
personal gain, i.e. Joe Soap going to his T.D. or councillor with his cap
in his hand begging for his rights, such as tap water, flush toilets and
what not.

Seamus from the outset was a believer in equality, the rights of man,
and liberty — the three basic beliefs of all true republican socialists.
Seamus spent his time with the underdogs, the working classes, the
poor, the exploited, and he taught them. He taught them their rights as
human beings. He explained to the people the evils of the British class
system and pointed out how the native Irish gombeen class could take
over from the British and keep the British class system alive to the
detriment of the people.

He explained why certain classes live in luxury and these classes hold

on to the wealth and power they stole from their fellow citizens. He

g ———
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explained to us the evils of capitalism — the profit motive. How and
why fellow worlfcrs become monsters after they extort profit from
their own class, for, to succeed in the capitalist class system, one must
be callous to the extreme.

He explained how the class with the stolen wealth, the rich and
pmvcrful. set themselves up as the guardians of the people. The rich
make the laws, not to protect the poor but to protect and cover up their
own crimes and fortunes.

He explained how workers, starved for jobs, are manipulated into
the forces of law and order. Let’s face it — if we had social justice,
there would be no need for force to implement law and order. So pity
your fellow worker in the gardai and Free State Army — protecting the
rich and harassing the poor.

[t comes back to capitalism and the class system every time. So long
as the present system remains we will never know justice. He
explained that justice, freedom and the brotherhood of man can only
come about in a classless society — in effect, a 32 county socialist
republic.

Seamus was not an armchair revolutionary intellectual. This is
precisely why he did not fit in with the decor of Gardiner Place. His
vision — his passion for social justice, his ability to communicate on
bread and butter issues and without beating about any bushes —
enabled him to link bread and butter issues directly to the class
struggle, to capitalism, to the national problem and to British
imperialism. He saw in Co. Wicklow the same problems that beset the
whole country. He looked on Ireland as one unit — a whole Irish
Ireland.

Seamus could see the Northern loyalist or Unionist fulfilling the
same British role as the Southern Fianna Fail and Fine Gael
nationalists. Both regimes — North and South — continue to uphold
British imperialism.

Because of his vision and his organising ability he became a tower of
strength to the people of Wicklow and Ireland. He showed them the
light. He showed them the road to national liberation. Without doubt
he was the greatest threat to the capitalist establishment since James
Connolly. His life — short as it was — was not in vain. It exploded with
purpose, not for himself but for his fellow men.

In conclusion Seamus Costello was a man of the people. He got his
degree in working class involvement, on the streets with his own
people, campaigning with them for justice.
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Fighting a Frame-up
Osgur Breathnach

THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY frame-up of 1976 remains of
immense political significance, not solely because it led to the longest

- political trial in Irishlegal history at the cost of well over £1 million, not
because State repression became the focus of international attention
and to some extent to the downfall of a Coalition Government, but
because it failed in its main attempt to discredit and pave the way for
the suppression of the IRSP. Because of the correct leadership of
Seamus Costello, the IRSP managed to turn the tables, and used the
case to discredit the State and its institutions, particularly the judiciary
and the gardai.

The robbery of £620,000 from an unguarded train in Kearneystown,
Co. Kildare, in the early morning of March 31st, 1976, led to a political
storm. Previously, following similar robberies, the Coalition
Government of Fine Gael and Labour had promised a new security
plan which was seen to have failed. The order then went out from the
Department of Justice and the Cabinet to get results.

Garda Commissioner Ned Garvey conveyed the urgency down the
garda ranks, and the Special Branch used the occasion to misinform
the Cabinet that the IRSP were responsible for the Kildare robbery.
This suited the Cabinet, who realised the threat that the IRSP and its
politics were to the State, and were happy to suppress the party,
despite its legality.

The Special Branch had been engaged in a black propaganda
campaign since the IRSP’s inception (publicly arresting its leadership
following most robberies) and continually harassing its membership.

Chief Superintendent John Joy was given the central task of co-
ordinating the Special Branch and Murder Squad, which he did at a
conference in Dublin Castle on April 3rd, 1976, dispatching the 18
arresting parties. Inspectors Ned Ryan and John Courtney were
deputed to lead the investigation.

In all, 40 IRSP members and supporters were arrested on April Sth
throughout the 26 counties. The IRSP offices were wrecked and files
burneg and stolen. Fourteen IRSP members were marked for “in
depth” interrogation. Of these, nine were severely tortured as Joy
returned home to await results.

It was not until early on April 7th that the first (false) incriminating
admlssu)n was got from an IRSP member. Three more statements
followed and eventually six men were charged with the robbery. Nine
months later, no evidence being proffered by the State, the case was




thrown out of court and the six released o
the IRSP had decided to fight the case polit:
tortures. the unconstitutional and illega
legal rights such as access to solicitors R e b
l"focccdings against the State for damages,, it gl chi

Civil liberties groups in Ireland and abroad, i . ;
trade unions and academics joined the call i’g? l;rr?é:::ls t:r:)' aTrISter.s’
inquiry. Fianna Fail (then in opposition) promised one iEf)the]a Wpub].,c
power. The dismissal of the case against the IRSP six did notyhaftr::hl,"
campaign, and the State decided they had nothing to lose by go; :
ahead with the frame-up. Y going

In the early hours of December 17th, 1976 fo
were arrested and re-charged with stopping the tr
mzlilba gs. This time, howevgr, they were to appear before political and
juryless special courts which have been a permanent part of the
repressive apparatus of the State. Because of the overwhelming
medical evidence of the injuries to the IRSP four, from defence and
prosecution doctors alike, the State conceded they had been injured,
but contended the injuries were self-inflicted or inflicted in concert
with each other, and ruled that the only evidence — the written and
verbal statements — should be accepted by the court.

The gardai and the Special Branch trooped on to the stand to state,
parrot-fashion, that they had caused no injuries, seen none, nor heard
anything unusual. Any unconstitutional or illegal acts on their behalf
had been due to inadvertence or ignorance of the law.

Then the defence asked for a new trial because Judge William
O’Connor was seen to have been sleeping on many occasions during
the trial and had been witnessed by defence lawyers, the IRSP four,
journalists and spectators. The Special Criminal Court, and later the
High Court and Supreme Court, refused a new trial and stated that the
judge had never even appeared to be asleep. By this time, the case, the
Special Criminal Court and the Garda ‘‘Heavy Gang” in particular,
had become internationally notorious.

Commissioner Ned Garvey had been sacked by the new Fianna Fail
Government on the first day of the trial. And one month after the
“Sleeping Judge” application was made on June 6th, 1977, Judge
O’Connor collapsed and died and the trial had to be aborted — even
though the court had accepted all the statements and verbals as
voluntary, the IRSP four as liars and the gardai as truthfu! gentlemen.
The sentencing tribunal could not be completed to convict the IRSP
and whitewash the gardai. The case had long since ceased to be abouta
train robbery but concentrated on whitewashing the gardai at the
expense of the IRSP. :

Following the investigation in June 1977, Amnesty International

ur of the original six
ain and removing the
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had found evidence of widespread Garda brutality, and also found that
the Special Criminal Court “failed to scrutinise such allegations
according to the principles of law”. Instead of holding an impartial
inquiry as suggested by Amnesty, and in accordance with Article Nine
of the UN declaration against torture, the Fianna Fail Government
established a committee under Judge Barra O’Briain. This committee
reported back to the Government in June, 1978, and they refused to
implement any of the committee’s suggestions.

The second trial of the IRSP four commenced in October, 1978, and
one of the accused, Michael Plunket, general secretary of the IRSP,
was acquitted. This was to be the only major difference between the
first and second trial except for the speed in which the trial ended and
Starry Plough editor Osgur Breatnach and Brian McNally were
sentenced to 12 and nine years respectively. Nickey Kelly jumped bail
and was sentenced to 12 years in his absence. Two other occurrences
are worthy of note.

A smear campaign against Seamus Costello by the gardai without
any evidential base was launched and was assisted by the media; most
of the Garda “Heavy Gang” members pointed out as torturers in the
course of the first trial were promoted by Fianna Fail before the second
trial began. A national and international campaign began for the
release of the IRSP three, and 17 months later, in May, 1980, Brian
and Osgur were freed. The appeal, which had been unduly delayed,
was attended by numerous reputable international -civil liberties
groups. Three days before the appeal was due to begin, the Provisional
IRA publicly accepted responsibility for the Great Train Robbery of
1976. The Court of Criminal Appeal to date has given no reason for its
decision to free Osgur and Brian. On hearing the verdict, Nickey Kelly
returned immediately from the U.S.A. to clear his name, was arrested
at Shannon airport and is now serving the remainder of his 12 year
sentence in Portlaoise prison, despite hisinnocence and bad health due
to his torture. The campaign for his release, for the abolition of the
Special Criminal Court and to expose the State conspiracy to smash the
IRSP goes on.

Seamus Costello responded correctly to the Great Train Robbery
frame-up and saw its political potential in exposing the State. He
influenced the party and the IRSP four to stand their ground and fight
back. In doing so he did much to further the struggle against repression
in Ireland. He proved that there are times to use the institutions of the
State to the advantage of the working class and the revolutionary
movement. Finally, the involvement of the 26 county Government,
sections of its civil service and gardai in the murder of Seamus
C()stcll(), which occurred in the middle of the Great Train Robbery
frame-up, remains a possibility that must be taken seriously.
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Burning Idealism

Ross Connolly

The following tribute was paid by the presiden;

Ross M. Connolly, at the time of Sea of Bray Trades Council,

mus Costello’s death,

MY FIRST MEMORY of Segmus Costello was just ten years agq
when, as a young man, he carried the banner of the Starry Plough -
the Bray and District Trades Union Council in the Indus};rial lIl’g fgr
which was one of the highlights of our Golden Jubilee cele:bratiozrira 7

This was his first public identification with the trade ms].ion
movement and undoubtedly marked a significant development in his
career. From then on there was a maturing of his social and political
outlook. Shortly afterwards he graduated from the rank and fije of the
union and became a delegate from the Irish Transport and General
Workers’ Union to the Trades Union Council.

From the start his contribution to the council was controversial. His
outspoken republicanism and his socialist ideas often gave rise to
heated and lively meetings. His early views on the role and function of
the trade union movement may at times have been naive, but there
could be no gainsaying his sincerity or his genuine concern for the
working class. It wasnot simply a concern to serve them as a messenger
— “‘to get things done for them” — rather it was to make them realise
that they had rights which were not dependent on the patronage of any
politician or political party; that they should get off their knees and
assert their dignity.

In latter years the abrasiveness of the young man had mellowed,
although his idealism burned with as fierce a fire. He won his way to
the executive committee and in 1976 he became president of the
Trades Union Council. His chairmanship was marked by fairness and a
warm, if sardonic, good humour, although he never neglected a chance
to drive home his philosophy. He used his office, and indeed his status
as an elected councillor, to continually emphasise the importance of
the Trades Union Council as the representative body of the area’s
trade unionists. In spite of the many demands of his political life, both
local and national, he gave generously of his time to the; Trades l_)x}lon
Council, so exemplifying his view of the national unity of political,
social and economic forces. ) R

As Bernadette McAliskey said in her graveside address, 1t 1s t00
soon and our grief is too great, for a proper assessment of Seamus’s
role in the history of our island. Suffice to say for now that he w}z;l_S§
man of great physical and moral courage, and the Starry Plouﬁ;h w ll(;n
he carried so proudly that day ten years ago, must surely have la
proudly over him on his journey to his last resting place.
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Bernadette McAliskey

st Allegiance —a Socialist Republic

- PERSONAL acquaintance an(_l friendship with Seamu.s Costall
MY Pt ‘R{oﬂ Before then I knew him only, as most people in Irejy
began 1t 35 '
2 rqmtf.“-l~m:'ot‘ his death, I could find no words of my own to exp

ot hf M~l:ic of loss 1 felt, both personally and as a revolutjo
- ds‘f P\::m‘nittcd to the struggle for Irish freedom. I took there

31~N- ;: of a fellow revolutionary on the death of Malcolm X.
thc~\" & f\t »lut‘ionarv champion of black liberation and socialism
lLﬂt kﬁ\ls “(Wirhour him, we feel suddenly vulnerable, small and wea
.C<7;;1.(;\&‘./1.(11 frightened, not b)_) the prospect of de.ath,. bu_t Of, life
struggle without his contribution, his strength and inspiration”. |
: There is no doubt that the struggle contmue;s and its victory orde ‘
is not measured solely by the number or quality of our fa}len comrades
individually. Yet it is equally true that in every generation of struggle
the combination of circumstances, history and the nature of

SOC1

principles  of
political correct-ness a1
practical ability, common 0
many, rise head and shoulders

for leadership, far beyond t
ranks of the already committe
Such a comrade was Sea
Costello.

small-minded men of no visiol
whose only place in history is t
serve as a warning to others how
revolutionaries gone wrong ce
degenerate into worse the
nothingness. Seamus Coste
for all that he was and did in |
lifetime, was only at the be
ning of his potential contribut!
to the achievement of na

Bernadette Devlin McA liskey
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liberation and socialism in this generation. That is not to say that
Seamus was above making mistakes or that he was always politically
correct. There were many questions on which [ disagreed with him
and which I considered crucial to the development of the struggle?
These remain unresolved.

Nonetheless, in leaving the official republican movement and taking
the initiative of forming the IRSP, Seamus Costello proved his ability
in practice — once convinced that the approach of the organisation to
which he belonged was wrong and could not be altered from within —
to take on the daunting, but necessary task of building an organisation
capable and willing to carry Fhe struggle forward. The fact that he was
capable of it underlined his key position in the struggle, and his
recognition of the need to forge a revolutionary force in Ireland from
the unification of the republican and labour movements.

If I did not accepthis arguments on how it could be done, I remained
confident that he, again, if he found himself mistaken, would move
further in his political analysis to another approach. He did not live to
see the test of theory in practice.

Much is said of his single mindedness, his ruthlessness and
organisational ability. At his hardest, Seamus Costello was never
hateful, nor was there a fibre of his being that was petty or personally
malicious, and despite the slanders of his enemies, he was neither
politically nor religiously sectarian.

He owed his first allegiance to an ideal — a 32 county socialist
republic. His enemies he defined only as those who consciously strove
to suffocate, distort or deny expression to that goal, and prevent its
achievement. As an orator, he was brilliant and inspiring. In debate,
he was uncompromising, skilled and learned. As an organiser, he was
efficient and did not easily tolerate idleness or half-hearted effort.

Yet in my mind’s eye, when I think of him, I see him laughing. A
sense of humour, the ability to laugh at oneself, and the predicament in
which we find ourselves, is sadly too rare a quality among
revolutionaries. Seamus posessed it in good measure.

His single greatest attribute was, however, his ability to relate to the
mass of the people. His potential as a leader of mass struggle is not
casily replaced. He could inspire not only the dream but the
confidence of its achievement, and the commitment to work towards
that end.

From the ranks of mass struggle, others will come. From the
experience of struggle, the political programme, organisation and
method of struggle will come. But another Seamus Costello may never
come again. When our freedom has been won, let us guard it well,
remembering it was paid for in the blood and the lives of those now
dead, but whose memory lives forever in the hearts of us who loved
them for all that they were and all they might have been, had they been
allowed to live.
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Cailliint gan Aireamh
Ite Ni Chionnaith

NUAIR A DUNMHARAfODH Séamus O Coisdealbha ar an geuigit
14 de Mhi Dheireadh an Fhomhair 1977, danmharaiodh duine de na
smaointeoiri agus de na ceannairi Poblachtacha Saisialacha ba
chumasai agus ba thabhachtai lenar linn. Cé nar aithniodh sin ag an am
agus nach n-aithnitear go cruinn, go foill €, aithneoidh staraithe amach
anseo ¢. Thuig lucht a dhunmharaithe go maith céard a bhi a
dhéanamh acu. Bhi duine mar ¢ rothabhachtach agus r6bhaolach. Bhi
tuiscint pholaitiuil aige nach raibh ag moran agus fuinneamh nach
bhféadfai a shart. Is beag duine a théinig i dteagmhadil le Séamas ar
bhealach ar bith nach ndeachaigh s€ i bhfeidhm go mér air. D aithin
cach. fit na naimhde ba mho a bhi aige, gur duine as an ngnath a bhi
ann.

Mar chombhairleoir contae agus mar chombhairleoir baile a chuir mise
aithne air i dtosach i 1970 nuair a bhi mé ag obair i gCill Mhantéin agus
chuaigh sé i bhfeidhm go mor orm. Bhi tacaiocht mhor aige sa chontae
ar fad, ach go hdirithe ina bhaile dtchais féin, Bri Chualainn. Niorbh
aon ghnath chomhairleoir €. Ni raibh sé d’aidhm aige aon dul chun
cinn pearsanta a dhéanamh trina oifig. Thuig sé na fadhbanna
ollmhora a bhi ag pobal a cheantair agus throid sé de shior ar a son.
Ach nior theastaigh uaidh go mbeadh daoine ag brath airsiud i gconai
lena gcearta a éileamh doibh. Thuig sé an tabhacht a bhi leis na daoine
a oilitint agus a eagru chun a gcearta féin a bhaint amach. Is beag
fadhb a bhi ag goillidint ar mhuintir an chontae nach raibh Séamas O
Coisdealbha go mor chun tosaigh ina 1éirid agus ina troid, tithiocht,
ciosanna talun, difhostqiocht, feirmeacha rébheag, truaillid na
timpeallachta, tranna priobhdideacha, caimiléireacht chomhairleoiri
agus go leor eile nach iad. Mar sin a bhi Séamas i gconai, istigh i lar an
chuillithe. Ni raibh faitios air labhairt amach agus ni raibh drugall air
gniomh.

Ach ni i bpolaitiocht 4ititil phardisteach amhain a bhi sé gniomhach.
Thuig sé an ceangal idir na fadhbanna dititla agus na fadhbanna mora
néisiinta agus rinne sé iarracht a leithéid a mhiniu don phobal.
Thuig sé go raibh gd leis an gcoras a athrid 6 bhonn agus nach bhféadtal
coras ceart séisialach a bhuni in Eirinn, thuaidh na theas, go dti g0
ruaigfi forsai na Breataine, agus ar bhain leo, scun scan as na sé
chontae agus go n-athaontofai an tir. Ar an geeist dheireanach seo, ar
ndoigh, a d’fhag sé féin agus cuid mhor daoine eile na hQifigiulaigh
agus is da bharr a bunaiodh Pairti Poblachtach Sdisialach na
hEireann.
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Chombh fada siar le 1972, ar a laghad, a thujg S& LR
00 raibh an hn/()l ann go dtabharfadh na h(g)ﬁ?iefzilfr:;:isgg (Cjﬂollsidealbha
naisiinach na s¢ chontae agus leis an troid ar son saoirse naisia ; poba!
daoine mishdsta leis an sos cogaidh a d’fhégair na hOifi iﬁlu'.]tﬁ' B,h‘
luaithe an bhliain chéanna, leis an dearcadh a bhi ag ceangnasalg hmos
oluaiscachta ar Stormont, leis an gclaonadh i dtreo na ndl’lseoi?:’olc 't i
mbealach a raibh an eagrafocht ag maoli ar a polasaithe E)Oblaéh?ls En
agus ag dul i bhfolach laistiar de ghluaiseacht na gcearta sibhialta wa
leis an romhuinin a bhi ag cuid de cheannasaiocht na gluaiseachta aagus
laghad, as an georas parlaiminteach. Bhi mishuaimhneas ginea’ré]rt:
ann ach ni fhéadfai a ra go raibh sé I¢irithe go hoscailte.

Nuair a :s:heas Séamas O CO}sdealbha ag Ard-Fheis 1972 agus nuair a
mhinigh s¢ go paiseanta an tabhacht a bhi leis an troid ar son saoirse
naisiinta, chuir sé friotal ar an mishuaimhneas a bhi in aigne cuid mhér
daoine agus thug s€ misneach, dochas agus treoir d6ibh sitd a bhraith
go raibh rud €igin micheart laistigh den ghluaiseacht agus go raibh si ag
dul ar strae. Bhi a chuid cainte mar a bheadh Iéas i nduibheagén.
Thacaigh teachtai na hArd-Fheise leis, in aghaidh toil na ceann-
asafochta, agus glacadh seasamh laidir ar an gceist naisitinta ag an
Ard-Fheis sin agus ag Ard-Fheis 1973. Dhiultaigh ceannasaiocht na
gluaiseachta, afach, na polasaithe sin a chur i bhfeidhm.

Rinne Séamas a lan iarrachtai sna blainta idir 1972 agus 1974 brt ar
an gceannasaiocht cloi leis na polasaithe a leagadh sios ag na hArd-
Fheiseanna sin ach ni raibh aon mhaith leis. Chonaic sé cuid mhér
daoine fiuntacha ag fagail na heagraiochta le linn na tréimhse sin ach
d’fhan sé¢ féin, nior mhian leis géilleadh. Thuig sé an dochar a
dhéanfadh scoilt eile; mar sin theastaigh uaidh a leithéid a sheachaint,
da bhféadfai ar chor ar bith é. Ag Ard-Fheis 1974, afach, thuig sé nach
bhféadfai rud ar bith a dhéanamh nios mé. Bhi sé féin agus daoine eile
a thacaigh leis curtha ar fionrai ng caite as an eagraiocht ar fad faoin am
sin agus bhi a mballraiocht &4 bhaint de dhaoine eile ag doras na
hArd-Fheise. Bhris sé leis na hOifigiulaigh, eagras a raibh sé tar €is a
dhiogras ar fad a chaitheamh leis 6 bhi sé sna déaga agus ar an 12
Nollaig 1974 bunaiodh Pairti Poblachtach Séisialach na hEireann.

Ni raibh laethanta tosaigh an phairti, na laethanta ar bith eile ach an
oiread, éasca ar Shéamas na ar an bpairti. Is ar éigean a raibh an
eagaiocht nua bunaithe nuair a thosaigh na hOifigitlaigh ar fheachtas
in aghaidh bhaill an Phairti i mBéal Feirste. Ag an tis buaileadh
daoine, ansin tosaiodh ag lamhach daoine sna gliine go dti faoi
dheireadh gur dinmharaiodh Hugh Ferguson, ball gniomhach de
Phairti Poblachtach Séisialach na hEireann i gceantar na Carraige
Baine i mBéal Feirste ar an 20 Feabhra. Bhi an feachtasa thosaig.h mar
fheachtas imeaglaithe anois ina theachtas dinmharaithe. Sa tréimhse
tosaigh sin, dinmharaiodh tritr ball den Phairti agus goineadh breis 1
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- mBéal Feirste. Bhi daoine ann, ar ndéigh
ista a geairde a fheicedil 4 ngortd n6 a mard ag na hOifj
.n‘n‘ch raibh sasta ligint (“(jn rud céanna ff‘fl}l doibh féin agus g
T bun dioltais. Rinne S¢amas Cm(,i mhor iarrachtaf deireadh 5
feachtas sco na nOifigitlach tri dhaom_e mor le rd a fhan
idirghabhail a dhénn;}mh. fwh_t’h_eup)ar na }]!arrachtaf sin. Ar g
Mhi Bealtaine, tar éis cruinniu | bl o,r't Lalrg}e, rinne beirt Oif
ar rothair ghluaiste iarracht S¢amas féin a}dhunmharﬁ. Bhuail
fiche piléar a Chortina dnghurn? ach’mor gortaiodh aon dy
Chortina céanna sin a dinmharaiodh ¢ beagnach dh4 bhliain
mjos deireanai. Nior cuisiodh duine ar bith riamh as an e
Thuig Séamas g0 maith an dochar a bh.l' déanta ag feach
nOifigiilach — na daoine maithe a bhi caillte agus an drochm
a bhi curtha ar Phoblachtaigh, thuaidh agus theas.
Eachtra amhdin eile nach bhféadfai criochni ga

dhéanamh doé na an robiil mhor traenach i 1976 agus an
ohlac Séamas san fheachtas a lean é. An cas seo thar chas a
tharraing aird phoibli den chéad uair ar bhriididlacht na n
s féidir a rd gur do Shéamas ata cuid mhér den chreididin
bharr. Chomh luath is a scaoileadh € féin saor an t-am sin,

mbun oibre ldithreach chun eolas cruinn a bhailia faoi
tarlaithe. fianaise i bhfoirm grianghrafanna a chur ar fil.
dochtira a fhail, comhairle dli a lorg agus an t-eolas ar fad
l4thair lucht nuachta. Bhi an fhianaise chomh laidir agus ¢
sin nach bhféadfai neamhaird a dhéanamh de. Bhi s¢€ ina
faoi dheireadh go raibh daoine 4 mbualadh go fiochmhar
Gardaf sa taobh seo tire d’fhonn bru a chur orthu réitisi cion
shinit. Go dti 14 a bhais, bhdis, bhi Séamas ag obair ar che
briiditlachta agus ag iarraidh a l€irit gur comhcheilg st
in aghaidh bhaill an Phdirti. Nior mhair sé, afach, lei
haineadh amach a cheilitiradh. Muna mbeadh S€amas tar
a ghlacadh an t-am sini 1976 i l€iriu gniomhachtai smachtai
t4 sé deacair a r4 ag an bpointe seo céard a bheadh tar €i

3() duine cile

is t
ré. afach. gur chuir sé tds le ré nua i stair an ama sin agus u
sé go mor le titim an Chombhrialtais nios deireanai
bhuanna anailise, cinnireachta agus gniomhafochta g
linn na tréimhse sin. L
Bhi obair Shéamas chomh huileghabhélach sin
dodhéanta cur sios cuimsitheach a dhéanamh air féin na
oibre. Fear € a chaith a shaol ar fad ag abair ar son cosmatt
sco. Sheas s€ leis na feirmeoiri beaga, leis na hiascairi ag
oibre na cathrach. Thuig sé a geuid fadhbanna mar ba
Rinne sé¢ gach ab fhéidir leis, d"isdid sé gach modh oibr
chun saoirse na tire seo a bhaint amach. Thuig sé an t

&
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feachtas mileata in aghaidh Arm na Breataine agus glac sé féin p4irt
ohnfomhach chl!mf\snch san fheachtas sin 6 bhi sé e bliana déa
d"aois. Thuig sé freisin an tabhacht a bhf le haontas j measc na bhférsaf
mlh_impiri\ilnclm :1g_us_rmn/c s€ gach a raibh ar a chumas chun an
(_aontas sin a thabhairt i gerich,

Ni raibh fobairt ar bith nach raibh Séamas O Coisdealbha sasta a
dhéanamh. Bhi a fhios aige in gconai go raibh a bheatha i mbaol agus
o0 mbeadh, an fhaid is a lean sé den obair a bh{ ar bun aige ach nior lig
:( d¢ sin cur as do. Ba chailligint gan direamh é do phobal na tire seg
thuaidh agus theas. ’

DR. NOEL BROWNE, who attended the Amherst forum in America on
the Irish question in 1975, in a personal account of his impressions
publicised later, gave the following estimation of the performance of
Seamus Costello in the debates:

‘Seamus Costello spoke for the IRSP and gave a scintilating
display of good humour, history, politics and hard facts.

No one who listened to his three hours in the afternoon, and,
by unanimous demand two hours additional repeat in the
evening, now doubts but that they will have to shoot him or jail
him, or get out of his way, but they certainly won’t stop him.
Costello, the revolutionary Marxist socialist, whose ambition is
a secular, pluralist united socialist republic, won’t go away
until he gets it.

I’ve never heard his brand of republicanism before. He has his
own socialist republican following. As well as that, he has
gathered around him a considerable block of support from the
militant ““Officials”, now tiring of their own seeming tiring
leadership.

Is it not a triumph for our radio, TV and newspapers, and of
the venomous Dublin political denigration machine, that none
of us has ever read, heard of or seen this man’s remarkable
dialectical skill and political ability?
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[, uminous Intellect

U .1 veport of the County Wicklow Committee of Agricultyre
3;:.(,.{:\:;':';;:] f|0|=owing tribut.e. sh.o?ving the respect with which Se“m .ﬁ
Costello was held even by his political opponents ‘ ,r
115 ANNOUNCEMENT IN the early afternoon news bulletin or :
}]\‘;: (‘:]‘ ti:]c 5th October, 1977, cqnfxrmmg the deqth of Mr. Seam%”‘ff
Costello in Dublin within the previous hour, occasioned acute shock
throughout the country and parthularly in his native county. Membe
and staff of the Committee of Agriculture felta partlcpla!r sense of grie
and loss, against the background of his attendance within the previoy
twcmv-fou} hours at a meeting of the committee. 3

The late Seamus Costello was a
man of abounding energy, of
Juminous intellect capable of
minute and penetrating evalu-
ation of the most intractable

roblems. and he fearlessly
defended the rights of the under-
privileged whose cause he con-
stantly espoused for social and
economic betterment.

He was first appointed to
membership of the Committee of
Agriculture in 1967, and on that
committee focussed particularly
on agrarian issues and demo-
graphic problems in the rural
scene as well as viability at farm
level, and was particularly
concerned with the up-lifting of
the small-holder and a strong
advocate of land division for the
relief of congestion. His ideol-
ogical commitment to reform
frcquentl_y generated conflict in
dcb;itp in _which he always
‘CXthIFCd an in-depth trenchancy
anhq fjht()rc;ctul analytical advocacy
n()\ivcledv:/c?(;e hiilways widelyiag
or contﬁ)ve’ u: hOWt?ver heaisd
idhpeti themd the discussion or

it exchanges, rancour
never h‘ngcred outside the pre-
cinets of the chamber,
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Oration at Bodenstown

Text of oration delivered by Seamus Costello at the Wolfe Tone
commemoration at Bodenstown, 1966.

wE HAVE ASSEMBLED here today to pay our respects to the
memory of Theobald Wolfe Tone, the father of Irish republicanism. If
we, the republicans of 1966, are to pay a fitting tribute to Tone. it is
cssential that we examine in depth the ideals for which he fought and
died. He believed that the Irish people “had but one common interest
and one common enemy; that the depression and slavery of Ireland was
produced and perpetuated by the divisions existing between them, and
that, consequently, to assert the independence of their country, and their
own individual liberties, it was necessary to forget all former feuds to
consolidate the entire strength of the whole nation, and to form for the
future but one people’.
~ His attitude towards the so-called ‘Irish parliament’ of the day is also
worthy of attention. He maintained that the parliament was a totally |
ineffective body, thatit had changed nothing in Ireland, that the social |
and political order remained the same, and that, as before, the real |
power lay with the British Government. He realised that until such
time as the Irish people united and demanded their just rights that the
wealth of this country would either be controlled directly by Britain, or
that it would be syphoned off with the willing connivance of a
subservient Irish parliament.

Having seen the problems that existed at the time, Tone in
conjunction with the other leaders of the revolutionary movement
decided that the first logical step towards a solution was to ‘‘break the
connection with England, the never failing source of all our political and
economic evils”.

You may well ask why we of the republican movement, 168 years
after the death of Tone, find it necessary to advocate the same course
of action that he advocated. The answer is simple. We find it necessary
to advocate the same course of action because of the fact that the Irish
people still do not control their own affairs, and because their
economic and political independence is considered a fit subject for
barter or sale by our two subservient puppet parliaments. If the Irish
people have any doubt about the truth of this statement and want proof
of what I say, they have only to take a close look at the situation that
exists today in each part of our partitioned land.

In the North the destinies of 1% million of our countrymen are
controlled by a puppet regime whose existence for some 45 years has
(kpcndcd on the support of British armed forces. This regime has
found to its apparent delight that one of the simplest ways of ensuring
Its continued existence is by the furtherance of bigotry and sectarianism.

B e SRR R I |
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| e of this policy :‘:\‘?rhc found in the recent ag
A -ovocateur.
nd agen! ]3:,(,),\5(1:\1 which the British imperialists int oy
the North in perpetual slavery. These ar
W the working classes are divided against the
the means by Wit The pro-British capitalist class who contr
aterial \\-vn‘m‘tNm‘h know very well that, when the people
S arianism, their next step will be to demand g
1th which they create. These are the real reasor
O on of the community are led to believe that it s
AN Jiscriminate against another section. Never are t
O ard of living which they enjoy, at the expense
is theirs by right — rather are they tricked
helieving that these natural rights are a reward for'thelr support
“These tactics serve to ensure that a large section o:
population of the North remain loyal to the regime and at the .
L me do not insist on having a bigger share in the wealth.

In the 26 counties the most that can be said of the position is
contains one evil less. Religious discrimination is absent. The pol
nd economic subjection of this part of Ireland to Britain is
complete than that of the North. i ’

However, British control over the destinies of the people of 1
counties is not as obvious. This is due in the main to .thc.z fact that
1921 they have had the co-operation of successive quisling par
in order to ensure that their interests here are fully protected

The effects of this economic subjection are obvious in eve
of life in Ireland at the present time. We of the republican mo
have no need to tell the Irish people of the sorry mess which
made of the economy.

The politicians are telling us every day. They tell us that this pos
arises as a result of the workers insisting on having a better stand
living. Never are we told that the profits which accrue from our
are invested abroad by the native and foreign capitalists who ¢
our resources. We are constantly told that we must work harder
same wages despite the fact that we have to live with an ever in
cost of living and an ever increasing burden of taxation. Up t0 NOW ¥
have been ‘advised’ that it is wrong for workers to withhold la
the struggle to wrest a decent wage from those employers whos
role in life seems to be the exploitation of workers. The situation
regard has now changed radically, with the introduction of
ii(l)ll;il?;:l‘}(f!' .lt‘:glsli)ll'i()n. We now find that Mr. Lemass, in hise
W()[fkcr‘:ll]]:'bsi:::]p}[lull‘nn'ls-t\cw‘ is prepared to use against farm
kT nt)w)/l?L ofrepression which was previously re

S, seems inevitable that the republicans in M

prison will soon find thems O
son k iemselves :
unionists, ves Joined BEE

-\mplc cevider
: . \\-(\r(\
certain 1¢ 1 age
These then are the n;
. : . 5 > \ Y ‘\
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We ',-c_piuh‘hc‘n.].s‘ mnst‘ not be c'on‘tcnt to criticise those who misgovern
both parts of our country. If we are to regard ourselves as true follo
of Tone, we must pl:nwdc the Irish people with an alternative. It mu \&;ebrs
a realistic and practical alternative. Our target must be the ac'hieveIS y
of the ideals setout in the Proclamation of 1916 — the right of the :)erl]t
of Ireland to the ownership of Ireland, religious and civil libert pe i ei
riohts and equal opportunities for all our citizens. Y

This in effect means that we must aim for the ownership of our
resources by the people, so that these resources will be developed in the
best interests of the people as a whole. Some of you may feel that these
aims are impossible to achieve until such time as we have an
independent all-Treland government. It is certainly true that some of
these aims will not reach fruition until such time as we have an all-
Ireland parliament. However, in the meantime, you as republicans have
an extremely important part to play in the furtherance of this policy.

It is your duty to spearhead the organisation of a virile co-operative
movement among the farming community. It is also your duty to use
your influence as trade unionists to organise a militant trade union
movement with a national consciousness. In short, it is your duty to
become active, hard working members of each and every organisation
that is working for the welfare of all the people and towards the
reunification of the country.

You should use every possible opportunity to acquaint the people
with our policies on land, industry and finance. We believe that there
should be a limit to the amount of land owned by any single individual.
We also believe that the large estates of absentee landlords should be
acquired by compulsory acquisition and worked on a co-operative basis
with the financial and technical assistance of the State.

In the field of industry, our policy is to nationalise the key industries
with the eventual aim of co-operative ownership by the workers. The
capital necessary to carry out this programme can be made available
without recourse to extensive taxation by the nationalisation of all
banks, insurance, loan and investment companies whose present policy
is the re-investment of our hard earned money in foreign fields.

This in short is our policy. This is our definition of freedom. It was
Tone’s definition, Lalor’s definition, Mitchel’s definition, and the stated
aim of Pearse and Connolly. We can expect the same reaction to the
implementation of these aims from the forces of exploitation, whether
native or foreign sponsored, as the originators received in '98, "48, '67
and 1916. Therefore, to imagine that we can establish a republic sole}y
by constitutional means is utter folly. The lesson of history shows that in
the final analysis the robber baron must be disestablished by the same
methods that he used to enrich himself and retain his ill-gotten gains,
namely, force of arms. To this end we must organise, train, and maintain
a disciplined armed force which will always be available to strike at the
Opportune moment.
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Aims . . Principles . . . Policies
: PR G At tly after the formati :
; sow with an Italian journalist ‘shor ioft 8
S lﬂ‘l:‘r;;:‘)‘u;:liican Socialist Party, Seamus C9stello defined the
the t1':l!:,ims‘ :md objectives with his customary clarity and precision,
party’s aims )

our party stand for? L
st party and our objective is to create a

ary socialist state in Ireland. Part.of fhe SUucEs fo; <
hoialist state entails resolving th‘? national llber'a_tlon ‘Stru'gg]e .an‘d;
socia 3 B\ itish imperialist intervention, whether military 1nterv§ntlon,.
m&i@% | irlltc:rvention or control of aspects of the economy. .Thls is the
ff\llitclmoqition of the party. We see the ending of British imperialist
i:{crvgniion in Ireland as an essential prerequisite fqr. th
development of the class struggle between left and crilght in th.l.
country. The class forces in Ireland have never q?yelpae Pr(;Peﬂy. o
the last 50 years basically because of the imperialist in erver; 10‘3 and
because of the fact that the national struggle remains incompleted.

What does y
W e are a revolutionary sociali
revolution

Friends of the Irish revolutionary struggle
demonstrate in Paris at the news of Costello's murder
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: . oIl us something about t}
Could you 1€ Il us some g 1€ structure of the six-
relation to the non-development of the c[asf 9tru§glec 1O: ’lltylsmée
: reland,

and 1t i _
lly as regards the position of the Protestant working class?

(»lg/)('(‘l'(l
“lass Jolitics have never really developed in the si i

l(hC nalturc of lhc" state. The Unionist nEl)ajority, or i(hc:ll;l;g;i?rzca'usg i
always enjoyed some marginal privileges. Basically beczju(:my%
T loyalty to Britain, and because they wanted to maintainet}?
constilutional status quo, they have been rewarded with the bette?-
jobs, better housx'ng,‘and up to recent years they had advantages in
voting. The organisations traditionally used to maintain this loyalty are
the Unionist Party and the Orange Order. They have always crossed
class divisions, and always had a large following of working class
people. They’ve had the petty bourgeoisie, they’ve had the support of
the native capitalist class. For these reasons the class struggle has never
really developed in the North, and we feel that it cannot develop
because of the basic nature of the state, because of the secrarian nature
of the state, and because of the manipulation of the sectarian divisions
by the imperialists, who deliberately created these divisions in the first

place, and subsequently fostered them.

Is there any situation anywhere in the world with which you could
compare the situation in Northern Ireland?

have

[ can’t think of any example which is parallel in every respect. There
may be some general examples. An example perhaps, although not
identical but with certain comparisons, would be the French in
Algeria. They saw their allegiance to France as a means of preserving
their privileged status. Therefore they fought to maintain French
domination in Algeria. There are some parallels, but in my opinion

none of them is essentially identical.

About the working class in the Republic, its level of consciousness both
in an anti-imperialist sense and in a socialist sense?

s level of consciousness is, I think, pretty

well developed for historical reasons. Perhaps you could say it is
instinctive rather than theoretical. It is something people have
inherited for hundreds of years, and in times of crisis it becomes very
evident. This sentiment, or anti-imperialist opinion, is there, and
we’'ve had many examples of it in the last five or six years. Aftgr Bloody
Sunday when 13 people were killed in Derry by the B_rmsh army,
something like half a million people demonstrated in Dublin. Factories

ed. There were

and shops closed and the British embassy was burn .
100.000 to 150.000 there the day it was burned. These demonstrations
sentiment or opinion.

are a manifestation of historic anti-imperialist C
The major political party here, Fianna Fail, have traditionally .go;
approximately 50 per cent of the votes in every election. Their origina

In the anti-imperialist sense it
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vation was nnii-iunpcrhlisl.. or they prcsent‘ed themselves ag an
mn‘_ﬁ a serialist party, and for this reason they gained popular support
anti nﬂlll‘ ?“‘mi‘ﬂ that support. The development of class politics iy
:md\ .\111,“'.;.:\”, question. (Class politics have never really developed in
mug h'\ i :1 Ireland. The working class are organised in the trade union
this _p‘.nl\:n In ‘f;u“* thev are very well organised and better than mest
i : ‘\nf-m ;\umtrics in terms of organisatioqal structure and numbers
El]1\t\}(‘\1{ in terms of milit_ancy. But there is little or no ideOIOgical
direction in the trade union movement. Although the trade union
movement is officially ajtnhated to the Labour Party, most trade
unionists probably vote for the Flgnna Fail party, which represents
native capitalism. There 1S an oby{ous contradiction there. They are
fust organised to gain better conditions of wox;k ona daY'tO-day.bams,
and to fight for wage increases. But they don’t have a perspective for
undermining the capitalist system as ‘such. Working class socialist
politics are confined to the smaller parties on the left, whg representa
cection of working class opinion which, unfortunately, is a minority
<ection of working class opinion. One of the principal reasons for lack
of development of working class or socialist politics is the existence of

partition — the fact that the British are still within the country. Inthe

minds of most people this has been the main question in Irish politics
for 50 vears. The main question which must be resolved is the struggle
acainst imperialism, so that the workers can think in terms of
confronting the native capitalist class. That is the principal reason why
we want to end imperialist intervention in the country. We want to see
2 natural political situation develop, with the confrontation which you
normally expect between left and right, and in this way to bring the
Irish working class into control of the resources and the wealth of the
country.

How long do you think it would take, if partition were ended, to bring
the Unionist working class in the North to a militant socialist position?
And what is necessary for such a development apart from ending
partition and destroying the six-county state?

Historically, some sections of Unionist working class in the North have
been fairly militant within the framework of the six-county state. They
have been militant on some class issues. If the British presence in the
country were ended, and if the loyalist working class in the North were -
convinced that it was ended and finished for ever, we feel that the -
natural tendency on their part would be to think in terms of class
politics within this island. In some ways they have different traditions.
I'hey perhaps would have a different definition of what they call civil
and religious liberties, They would want those civil and religious
liberties protected, and they are entitled to have them protected. They
arc entitled to have a constitutional arrangement in this country which
does protect them, They are also entitled as workers to have ‘h‘?“?';i?b
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rd of living protected. The key to the

«ruggle lies in this area, because this rayises the v:ilfglzl(();ﬁ:]s?inén()ffdass
Solitics — who (',‘()nll'()ls the wealth and resources. In that cont0 s
think class politics can develop, and the Unionist working clas:’;tq \;;e
North will aglopt a radlcal. position. How long is going to take“? I got b7
know. It might happen in a year, it might take ten years. I'm 2(;
prop het.

What is the position about education in regard to clerical control?

standa

The education system in the 26 county state is a sectarian education
system contro!led in the main by a Catholic clergy. We are completely
opposed to this. We want a secular education system in both parts of

the country.
How would you see the problem of school integration in the North?

In principle we are in favour of an integrated secular education system.
The difficulty about the present situation in the North is that if we do
have an integrated education system, it means in effect that we have an
education system which is under the control of the pro-imperialist
section of the population. So, in the present conditions we would have
to argue and oppose that development. The Catholic community in the
North have controlled their own education system. The state has
controlled the education of Protestants or loyalists. While we disagree
with the Catholic Church controlling the education system, Catholic
education has tended to produce people who have some form of
anti-imperialist attitudes and sentiments, and even politics. We think it
is better to maintain that than to destroy it. When we have the
destruction of the six-county state, we would have a national education
system for the whole country which would be secularised.

What in your view is Britain’s policy now towards the situation in
Northern Ireland?

British policy must be viewed in the light of their attitude towards
Ireland as a whole — not just towards the six counties. What Britain
wants is to maintain her influence here over the whole island. Her
military and political intervention in the North is simply a means of
maintaining this influence and this control. Britain knows that if she is
compelled to withdraw from the North, she loses all control over the
economy, the wealth and the resources of this country. She knows that
there is a good possibility of the creation of a socialist state. Britain and
the EEC countries also would be conscious of the effect of a socialist
state in Ireland on the western European working class, in France, in
Germany, in Italy, in Belgium and in Holland. A socialist revolution in
[reland would be an inspiration to people all over western Europe. The
EEC countries have a vested interest, as well as Britain, in ensuring

that there is no change in the status quo in Ireland.
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principled Stand

an interview given to an A!ncrical] newspaper correspondent at the A
:i':l,‘:."(:f the violent flare-up In hostilities between the IRSP and the &
«Official’’ IRA in Belfast in 1975, Seamus Cos!ello (!eﬁned’ i1 g g “
to the questions put to him, the ‘‘main ideological differences’’ which
existed then between

the IRSP and the “Officials’’.

Although the inferview dealt. largely with .matters which were of more &
immediate urgency at the time, and which have subsequently been
overtaken by other developments, extracts from it are given here as an
»f Seamus Costello’s consistently revolutionary approachto
ed, to the problem of co-operating with other anti-
imperialist forces, and particulax:ly to the problem of combining

possible parliamentary activities with the general political struggle for

national and social freedom.

In its historical perspective, it illustrates, too, the enduring quality of a
serious and principled analysis of current issues in contrast with the

forgotten ephemera of opportunism.

The principal ideological difference would be in our attitude toward
the national question. Basically, the position of the leadership of the
Officials is that there is no hope of achieving national liberation until
<uch time as the Protestant and Catholic working class in the North are
united. and therefore there is nothing which can be done in political
terms or in any other terms about this particular issue. Our attitude, on
the other hand, is that the British presence in Ireland is the basic cause
of the divisions between the Protestant and Catholic working class in
the North. It follows that the primary emphasis should be on the
mobilisation of the mass of the Irish people in the struggle for national
liberation. The Left should play a leading role in this struggle. The
rank and file of the Official movement, at the 1972 and 1973 ard
fheiseanna, put forward a policy which would have led to a more
militant approach on this question, but the leadership frustrated its.
implementation. The Official republicans gradually degenerated into
taking a reformist position on a number of very important issues. '

illustration of Se
the problems involv

Would you be willing to co-operate with loyalist groups on short-term
economic and social issues?

Any approach to the loyalist and Protestant working class in the North
must be on the basis of a principled political approach. There is no use
going to some loyalist group and asking them for co-operation with
regard to housing on the Shankill and Falls Road, and at the same time
pretending that we are not socialists and we are not republicans. The
approach to the loyalists must be an honest one. We must explain t0
them what all aspects of our policy are. We must explain, for instance,
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hat we are opposed to the British presence in Ireland
ot merely (,Pnnscd to that presence because we want to establish
Catholic republic in thc whole country. Wc are opposed to it becaus;: we
cegard it as the principal means of dividing the Protestant and Caiholic
Sorking class and because we regard the British presence in Ireland as
the principal obstacle prcvcn)ltmg the emergence of class politics in
ireland. If we approach the Protestant working class on this basis we
may manage to convince some of them, at least, that our appro(;h is
correct. We see no_pomt whatsoev;r In co-operating with them 0;1
<hort-term issues while at the same time trying to fool them about our
~olitics. If we were to do that we would be in the same position as the
people in Belfast in 1913 whom Connolly described as “gas and water”
socialists. The Official movement has tried this particular approach and
has now moved into a position of what we would call “Ring-road
socialists”. In other words, they are prepared to adopt a common stand
with loyalist organisations on the question of the ring-road in Belfast,
and to hope or believe that the Protestants will not suspect that they are
really republicans or socialists. We feel this is a very dishonest approach
and that ultimately it is a counter-productive one.

You state that the IRSP is not an abstentionist party. If you get
candidates elected to the Dail, what kind of role will they play? The role
of a social democratic party? (e.g. the Irish Labour Party).

When we say we are not an abstentionist party, we mean we are not a
party, in principle committed to abstention. But there are
circumstances and conditions under which it might be desirable to
abstain, and if we felt that it was tactically desirable at any particular
point in time, in either the North or the South, to abstain from
parliament, then we would do so. That would depend, however, on the
circumstances. If a situation existed, for intance, where there was a
possibility of large-scale dissatisfaction on the part of the people with
either the 26-county parliament or the six-county parliament, then
abstention on our part would be a legitimate tactic. As for IRSP
representatives in Leinster House, we would see their primary task as
one of highlighting the policies of the IRSP, using the parliament as a
platform for the pursuit of these policies and for achieving publicity for
them. But members elected to parliament would have to be active in
politics outside the parliament, i.e. in extra-parliamentary aqd
agitationary politics on the streets. We see a direct relationship
between the successful struggle on streets in pursuit of any partlcula‘r
political objective and the presence of people in parliament. We don’t
sec parliament as an institution that is likely to produce the rpsplts
which we want from a long-term point of view. We don’t see it 1n a
reformist way. We see both parliamentary institutions in Ireland as
institutions that have to be abolished if we are to make progress
towards establishing a Socialist Republic.

and that we gre




Loyalism
and the
Connolly
Approach

Costello drew on both the experience and teachings of James Connolly
in his approach to the problem of *‘loyalism’ among the Belfast
Protestant working class. When questioned in March, 1975, about
co-operation with representatives of the Protestant workers on
immediate issues **which would appear to unite the people’’, he defined
his position clearly and succinctly.

Connolly had to face exactly the same predicament. In Belfast prior to
1916, you had people who classified themselves as socialists and who
were also interested in ending British rule in Ireland. Their approach
to the Protestant working class was on the basis of limited and
immediate issues. One of the principal issues which affected both
sections of the working class was the question of whether or not they
could get gas and water into their houses.
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sy militant campaigns were engaged

Some \’U?'w and water for the houses in thg work
({c”“”“?s ’f‘,;l‘,d socialists were involved.m this cam
“‘“lmhl-m”}g‘(hc way to unite the worklpg class.
that this ¥ "li' -ans and socialists refused point blank
it l-kl‘in‘n;ll question with the Protestant w
hc.l:(lil' thev did. the Protest.ant working'cla
grounds llhl‘:].,( 1thy would lose their co-operation
5 em and . « ; Tl
.l‘t}:“' W 'ml,}hi(l)]t(:ll]sycsn opposition to this approach. He categorised
) ‘mm"')" :“ (‘;waer socialists. Today in Belfast we have what we call
themn as 4> (1‘1.1'cl_ ~1(g They are exactly the same type of people. The:,y
1'iﬂ.‘~‘"m“;1 S:)(;;:elslé.zidership of the Official republican movement in
qre, in fact, ]
Belfast that any co-operation with the Pfqtestantworlsngcltahs:

We mznnlalnb sis of a principled political position. It must eol?
must be on Lo fully to the Protestant working class what a oucll-
basis of explamlt”ggust our policy on the ring-road. We ;nust t;}i/ z:‘rio
policies are, nosir]nultaneously with conducting aPO]ltlia C?-mrl: c%r an
politicise them, It will be primarily an educational functio A
get rid of DS ign directed towards Protestants in thc? hope a o
Educational?amzi;gnnt section of the Protestant working class wi
that some signi
understand.

in on these two
ing class districts,
Paign on the basis
At the same time,
to mention or even
orking class, on the
ss wouldn’t listen to
on the issue of gas

these re

discuss

i1s way ugh Bray
The Juneral cortege on its way throug
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The Broad Front

1t drafted by Seamus Costello, and representing his
A d.(wllln(:l 1d clear-cut political approach to'the P.l'Oblem & of HACIOHAL
consistent ar ration, was presented for discussion to the ‘“Broad

Lt g ‘ween various socialist and anti-imperialist grou
'me” (d[ks::ll:g :;:lttwlri(;“document before the ard chomhairle of tll::
in !‘),77j tﬂb arty’s response to a discussion document circulated at the
IR‘\,l" as td ““l:)hilc.adopted as official IRSP policy, it was made clear that
talkf- f‘“n demands included were in no way regarded as preconditions
:‘21(: ;lfz istablishment of a broad front. The document is reprinted here.

The IRSP fully endorse the sentiments, expressed in the basu:
discussion document regarding the seriousness of the present political
crisis in Ireland and fully support the call for the maximum degree of
anti-imperialist unity. We feel that genuine anti-imperialist unity can
be achieved and that the basic discussion document lays the basis fo
such unity provided those present at this conference can agree that the
document needs clarification and amendment on a number o
i oints. i
lmgosrz:ircl)t:iglist party, our ultimate political objective is the creation o
a unified 32 county Democratic Socialist Republic within whlch.th, 1
Irish working class will control the wealth and resources of the nation.
This objective can only be achieved through the efforts of a unified and
politically conscious Irish working class. The fact that a unified and |
politically conscious Irish working class does not exist 1s a direct
consequence of the creation of two partitioned states in Ireland, and of
continuing imperialist interference in both parts of the country. The
problems arising from this lack of working class unity are painfully
obvious. :

The working class people of the South have been skilfully divided by
the allies of British imperialism since the establishment of the 26~
county state. For 50 years the Southern working class have been
conned into supporting political parties who held out the illusion of
radical solutions to both the national question and the class struggle,
while in reality they used the working class as a power base for their
continued betrayal of both struggles.

Inthe North the Protestant working class were led to believe that the
only way in which they could preserve the marginal supremacy which
they held over their Catholic counterparts in jobs and housing was
through supporting corrupt Unionist politicians and through them the
l(f]rélo?er(/:lrlh‘ l[}rllum. Their genuine and well founded fears regarding
unitEd imdvﬁl:r)n ’olt(;hel'r religious and civil liberties in the context ofa
G politicil-fd- /(;mma@d Ireland were also e_xplonte_d by the same
fe e beii[zb" t the same time the Catholic working class were

eving that their salvation lay in supporting green tory
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cians who. while hypocritica!ly adyocating the re-unification of
Treland, as a guamn‘tc“c f”. their u!tnqate salvation, completely
cubmerged themselves in corrupt Unionist politics in exchange for
S ours for the class thgy rcall‘y represented, the Northern Catholic
middle class. As history has shown, the working class, North and
<outh. Protestant and Catholic, have_: been victims of the so-called
wolutions to the ‘Irish Question” imposed by Britain and her
ubservient native parliaments.

It is still Britain’s ObJCC“VG‘tO find and impose a political solution
which will guarantee the continued protection of Britain’s €economic
and strategic interests in both parts of Ireland. Britain is also acting as
the local protector of the interests of other imperial powers in Ireland.
Some of the EEC countries as well as America and Canada have
nowerful vested interest in supporting a British imposed ‘solution’ in
Ireland. Britain also has to consider the possible effects on internal
British politics of the emergence of a united and independent state in
Ireland. In our view, if an independent Ireland is to be viable in
economic terms, and if it is to provide a reasonable standard of living
for the majority of our people, it can only be done through a radical
change in the ownership of wealth and resources. In these
circumstances Britain and the EEC countries would have every reason
to worry about the effects on working class opinion in their own
countries. Finally of course Britain’s strategic interests must also be
protected through the imposition of a ‘solution’ which will ensure that
Ireland continues its present policy of pro imperialist ‘neutrality’.

Every British imposed solution including the original partition of the
country, the Northern Ireland Assembley . . . the Convention and
direct rule, has been designed to protect these economic and strategic
interests. The present policy of the Ulsterisation of the conflict is also
clearly designed to perpetuate the division of the country, and the
sectarian divisions of the Northern working class.

The native capitalist class, acting through the political parties which
represent their interests in both parts of Ireland have played a
fundamental role in supporting British imperialist interests in Ireland.
They have done so because they have now accommodated themselves
to the role of overseers for British and other imperialist economic
interests. They have clearly thrown their weight behind the various
solutions put forward by British imperialism over the past eight years,
and will continue to do so in order to ensure that the one solution which
would end their role as the native agents of foreign imperial interests
does not emerge. y

As a party we therefore recognise the absolute necessity of securing
4 constitutional solution to the present crisis which will allow the_ Irish
working class the freedom to pursue their interests as a clas§ in the
context of the development of normal class politics. In our view th‘e
first step in securing a constitutional solution which meets this

\()Ii(i

St
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ent must be for Britain to concede the right of the Irish peq
al sovereignty over their own affglrs. This objectiwwﬁ.‘

i thmngh the creation of a unified struggle on the pars
of all anti-imperialist nrg;misnti(ms,.We‘would therefore support th
formation of an Irish z‘mn'-nnpcrmhst Front composed of delegates
from _affiliated organisations 'who support the agreed political
programme of the Front. The primary ()b.]ectlve.of the Front would
to mobilise the maximum degree of support for its declared objectiyes
throughout Ireland. The Front should clearly be seen as the leadership
of a mass movement against all forms of 1mper'1a.llst control aﬁ%
‘nterference in Ireland. The Front should have sufficient support and
assistance from its affiliated organisations to enable it to open a head
office with a full time staff. i . i

We propose the following political den_lands as the basis on which
Irish anti-imperialist Front should organise: ! '
| That Britain must renounce all claims to sovereignty over any

of Ireland or its coastal waters. | ‘
That Britain must immediately disband and disarm the UD

requiret
to exercise tot
onlv be achievel

2 ;
RUC and RUC Reserve and withdraw all troops from Ireland.
3 That the British and 26 County governments must immedia

release all political prisoners and grant a general amnesty fo
offences arising from the current conflict. i
4 That Britain must agree to compensate all who have suffere
result of imperialist violence and exploitation in Ireland.
5 Recognising that no country can be free and independent while
permits imperialist domination of its economic life, the Irish anti
imperialist Front will oppose all forms of imperialist control ove:
our wealth and resources. :
6 That the Irish anti-imperialist Front rejects a federal solution and
the continued existence of two separate states in the 6 and 26
counties as a denial of the right of the Irish people to sovereignty
and recognises the only alternative as being the creation of a 32
County Democratic Republic with a secular constitution. )
7 That the Irish anti-imperialist Front demands the convening of
all Ireland Constitutional Conference representative of all shades
of political opinion in Ireland for the purrpose of discussinggi
democratic and secular Constitution which would become effective
immediately following a total British military and politica
withdrawal from Ireland.

We feel that these demands would secure the active support of al}
genuine anti-imperialists in Ireland and that they should form the ba
for an agreed programme of action by the Irish anti-imperialist Fron
W-Ck'cire submitting them to this conference in the hope that we can
2:;:15%3 s(;)rmus contribution towards overcoming some of the problems

sed by the divisions existing between the anti-imperial
organisations.
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policy Statement

dress by Seamus Costello to the Troops Out Movement conference in

\d 3
Mansion House, Dublin on September 18, 1976.

the

[ AM /\l)DRESSING THIS conference on behalf of the Irish
Republican Socialist _quty. and for_ the benefit of those who are not
ramiliar with our policies I would like to give a brief summary of the
orieins of our party and of the political principles upon which we are
oreanised.

The IRSP was founded in December 1974 by a group of active
republicans, socialists z}nq trade unionists, who recognised the need
for a revolutionary socialist party — for a party that understood the
relationship between the national question and the class struggle in
Ireland, and would have a programme of political action based on this
understanding. Our ultimate goal is to end imperialist rule in Ireland,
and establish a 32 county democratic socialist republic with the
working class in control of the means of production, distribution and
exchange. Most of those involved in the formation of the IRSP were
active members of Sinn Féin Gardiner Place until we reached the
conclusion that the leadership of that organisation were unwilling to
accept that a struggle against imperialism was in progress, and
incapable of mobilising the Irish left in support of that struggle. The
repeated failure of the Gardiner Place leadership to implement the
democratic decisions of their own organisation, or to allow for an
honest and free internal debate of their failure, left many of their most
active and politically conscious members with no alternative but to
form a new party.

Our party is organised on an all-Ireland basis with approximately
800 members. We accept the principles of democratic centralism, and
produce a quarterly internal bulletin which promotes debate on
matters of policy, strategy, and tactics within the party. We also
produce a monthly newspaper called “The Starry Plough”. Our main
activity since our formation has been to promote the concept of a
broad front in support of the struggle for national liberation, and
against repression, North and South. We are also involved in the
current campaign for the repeal of the death penalty in the 26 counties,
and for the reprieve of Noel and Marie Murray who are currently
awaiting execution. We are also involved in organising the campaign
against unemployment and the campaign for the retention of political
Status in Northern Ireland prisons.

I want now to elaborate on our concept of a broad front and.the
demands around which we believe it should organise an_d campaign.
Our first and most important demand is that Britain should
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‘mmediately, and publicly, renounce all claim‘s to sovereign.ty over any
sart of Ireland or its (,(yfnsml waters. Secondly, Brlt-am must
mmediately disband and disarm all of th‘e locally recruited, pro-
cperialist forces such as the UDR, RUC ar.ld.RUC Reserve and
withdraw all troops from Ireland. Finally, Britain must realease a|
political prisoners, grant a gcnc.ral amnesty, and abolish all TeP!’CSSive
legislation. As socialists, we believe that these denjgnds are attainable,
and that the development of normal class politics throughout the
whole country will follow as a natural development. Every republican
and socialist organisation in this country supports t.he.deman.ds which [
have just outlined. and in our opinion, the vast rpa]orlty pf Irish people
would also support them if given the opportunity. 'Durmg the past 12
months. we have attempted to give them this opportunity by
promoting the concept of a broad front. We have _held a series of
discussions with members of all republican and socialist organisations
at either rank and file or national leadership level. At rank and file
level in all organisations we found an almost unanimous Fiesire for
unity in the struggle against imperialism and an ever increasing
awareness of the power of the reactionary forces ranged against us.
Unfortunately, the widespread desire for unity in the struggle which
exists at rank and file level is not reflected in the attitudes of the
leadership of some of the organisations involved. At the very point in
the struggle when unified action is absolutely essential on all fronts, we
found leaders more concerned with maintaining their own positions of
influence, or in pursuing faction fighting and vendettas against former
comrades. We found some whose political judgements were so
perverted by the irresistible urge to automatically do or say the
opposite to what some other republican, or socialist organisation, said
or did that they were prepared to concede victory to the main enemy.
At the very point in our history when a thorough and all-embracing
re-assessment of overall strategy and tactics is so vital to the success of
the struggle we found leaders unwilling to admit or concede the
slightest possibility that they ever made a mistake. Some say that the
civil rights strategy as expounded in 1968 and 1969 is still valid and that
the democratisation of the six-county state is the central demand. They
expect Britain to impose a Bill of Rights on a loyalist majority whose
position of marginal supremacy depends on the total denial of civil
rights to the nationalist minority. They say that the most revolutionary
demand in Ireland today is “peace at any price”, and prove their point
by marching with the most reactionary elements of Irish society — the
clements whose true slogan would be **peace with exploitation™ rather
than “peace with justice”. The same people, who profess to be
socialists and democrats, have even gone to London to deny the
dcjm()crutlc _nght of the British working class to demand a British
withdrawal from Ireland through the “Troops Out Movement™.
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Of course. all of the opposition to the bro
e from the ex-revolutionaries now turn
‘Ol . .
2 1 from some sections of the ultra-left
WL

onnection between an l.lll‘L“mpl().qu worker from 2 multinationa|
:wn«‘&‘l'” and the presence ‘ol imperialist troops in the country, Finally,
(he opposition toa broad front comes fror,n leaders who recognised the
changing nature of the struggle in ’69 and *7() bgtdidn’thave theability
i create the necessary p(.)p_ulur support fgr their actions, Because they
were nurtured in lhc tradition of the heroic and lonely sacrifice and the
(radition of carrying on the torch to the next generation, they saw
(hemselves as an elite sect who would hand freedom to the people on a
[\lil[C- ‘ ? o ; ’

The fact is that the elitist and conspiratorial a
for the developmentof a people’s struggle. Th
years of active struggle, some of those involved are not prepared to
re-assess their strategy and tactics. The confusion, weakness and
divisions which exist throughout the anti-imperialist movement was
heralded in the carnival of reaction which Connolly spoke of. The
imperialists and their native capitalist allies are more united than ever
before in pursuit of their solution. If our analysis of the situation in
[reland today is accepted as being correct, we would like to know the
attitudes of all organisations towards our call for a total re-appraisal of
strategy and tactics. In particular, we would like the comments of those
represented at this conference. If this conference serves the function of
opening a debate on the fundamental problems confronting the
revolution in Ireland it will have served a ver
View.

The IRSP is fully committed to the struggle for national liberation,
democracy and socialism in Ireland, and we understand the
relationship between the national question and the class question: the
presence of British troops in Ireland is but one manifestation of the
imperialist presence and must be seen in the context of the overall
relationship between Ireland and Britain. Some people say that
Britain would really like to withdraw from Ireland and that she is only
waiting for a suitable opportunity to do so without losing face. The
principal advocates of this particular argument are, of course, the
native capitalist class whose position of power and influence is
guaranteed through the maintenance of the constitutional status quo.
They promote this idea mostly to confuse and de-escalate the struggle
and thereby secure a return to a position of “‘peace with exploitation™.
The fact is that British economic interests in Ireland can only be
silaranteed through her continued military and political presence here
and through the maintenance of partition. Partition has been the
Mstrument through which the working class in both parts of Ireland

ad front concept does not
ed reformist, [t comes as
who fail to recognise the

pproach is no substitute
€ wonder is that after six

y useful purpose in our
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have been divided for almost 60 years. In thc south the green tories of
Fianna Fail have always had more working class support than the
1 abour Party. They have had this suppnrt because they were fega.rded
as the party that would end partition an('l c.nmplete the national
liberation struggle. Of course. the nrn.nghc tories in the Nor'th kept their
working class support in line by convincing them that their position of
mm'gin;ﬂ Supremacy could only h'c guarantf:ed through the
sreservation of the union and discrimination against the nationalist
minority. Both sets of tories could thus continue their exploitation of
the entire working class and effectively prevent the development of
class politics in the whole island. i

Even if Britain didn’t have to protect her own economic investments
in both parts of Ireland. she would still be under tremendous pressure
to stay and protect the interests of American and European
multinationals who also control large sections of our economic life.
Almost every important sector of our economic life is now subject to
exploitation by British and other multinational concerns. The most
obvious areas are oil, gas, mineral resources, hire purchase, insurance
and banking companies, light and heavy engineering companies,
textiles and man-made fibres, motor asembly, fertilizers, and fisheries,
the construction industry, and finally the breweries and distilleries. As
vou can see from the list it doesn’t leave much in the control of the
native capitalist class. In many instances they have been bought out
and now fulfil the function of a compliant and obedient managerial
corps.

As a revolutionary socialist party we are conscious of the
international implications of our own struggle. We regard our struggle
as part of the world-wide struggle for the emancipation of working
class people. Our contribution to that struggle must be to create an
independent socialist state here in Ireland, and at the same time extend
solidarity to all genuine revolutionary movements abroad. An
independent socialist state based on the history, traditions, and
cultural identity of our own working class, would be an inspiration not
only to the British and European working classes but to oppressed
gz‘:ﬁrz:ﬁ;i\ﬁ;znﬁ)@tf& Our gpf:mies are, of course, also conscious of the
i el a succes’stul anti-imperialist struggle here..and can
e expected to give moral and material support to Britain as an
msurance against an upsurge of support for socialism in their own
countries. The existence of support groups abroad, particularly in
'Brllaln.'arg of paramount importance to the success of our struggle.
\l/}i‘:[a{“l—V!Clnagn war movement in America succeeded in making the
playgzjm; V:]‘:;J?:)lrlvﬁ)llisuie in dom)es'tic American politics and eventually
g n L’ompcll.l.ng an American withdrawal from

cheve that the “Troops Out Movement” and the
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, trade union movement can play a similar role so far i
C(mccl"“‘d' You have the p.oFentlal to r.nak.e the Irish str:sggzlznl(iivlz
C R domC_S“C B.rmsh politics, and this will ultimately be the key to
\-'”ccCSS or .fm]}n'c in our §truggle. For our part, W€ must accept the
i'L\5|w<wulsilwi|,|t}’, for overcoming the divisions th:at exist in the ranks of the
N imperialist movement, and producing the organisational
“ructures which will be capable of demonstrating to the world our
etermination to secure our own erpancipation. If we fail to
nonstrate the stature and vision that will be necessary to accomplish
¢ ooal we have no right to look for your support.
we are confident that the momentum of the past seven years can be
aintained and that even if the leaders of the various revolutionary
oreanisations are not capable of giving the necessary leadership in a
capidly changing situation, then new leaders will emerge from rank
.nd file level to fill the vacuum. Too many sacrifices have been made
‘or us to fail now, so let us move forward to victory. We have nothing to
lose but our chains, and in breaking them, we also break those that

bind you just as securely as us.

Britis!

\f(‘
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Youthful Homage

Following the death and funeral of Seamus Costello, a young poet then
aged 14 composed the following lines as a tribute to his memory
especially for Maoiliosa agus a clainn.

SEAMUS O COISTEALBHA

Dunmharaiodh Séamus ar an gCéadaoin,

'Ba thobann an nuacht € do na daoine.

Bhi 6m6s is gra 6na chomradai

Nuair a shitiileadar taobh leis an gcénra is a mhuintir.

Bhi socraid Shéamais ar siuil ar an Satharn,

'S bhi daoine én Tuaisceart a’ freastal ar an Aifreann.
Bhi mna agus paisti 6 Bhré ina lathair,

Thart ar tri mhile is déigh liom a bhi sa cheantar.

Fear é Séamus a bhi macdnta.
Chomh maith leis sin bhi sé ionraic ina chuid oibre;
Beidh sé deacair a’ bhearna a lionadh.
Cormac Breatnach
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Seamus's widow Maoiliosa and his mother E

at the unveiling of the Costello memorial



Ay Seamus Costello’s funeral, October 8, 1977, his widow Maoiliosa (cenire)
with his children, from left Caoilfhionn (12 years), Ronan (4 years), Aoibheann (6 years)
and Fionan (9 years)

B S eh E ¢ W,

17 R— . -
thosa listening as James Daly delivers the oration at the unveiling
Just behind him is Miriam Daly

ol the memorial.
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Reflections by Miriam Daly

on Seamus Costello’s life

The Costello Commemoration Committee owes much to its first
chairperson, Miriam Daly, who was a member of the ard-chomhairle of
the IRSP when Seamus was murdered.

Her politics were very similar to those of Seamus, and it was for her
adherence to them she met the same fate and was murdered in her home
by agents of imperialism.

She was tireless and persistent in her efforts to see Seamus fittingly
honoured, especially by the unveiling of the memorial at Little Bray
churchyard. For that occasion, which meant so much to her, she wrote
the oration, which was delivered by James Daly.

She made the occasion a time of meditation on the meaning of
Seamus’s life and death. The themes she emphasised were his essential
rationality and morality. She was conscious that the core-meaning of
the life of a revolutionary is a universal one, and that it is nothing if not
the embodiment of the highest ideals and aspirations of man, a struggle
for the triumph of good over evil. 3

Her tribute to Seamus is in itself a tribute to her own kindred spirit.

OUR TIME OF mourning is over. Death. even the natural, peaceful
death of an old person who has completed his life span and been
blessed to live to see his children multiply and prosper. is always '
experienced by the living as a blow, as a threat to the security with
which they plan ahead and relate to others. The pain of bereavementis
like a sickness for which the only certain cure is time. And in the case of



73

is Costello the sorrow was all the greater and the suffering the

seamt _ DLICH .
2 te since he was struck down by a hired assassin at 38 years of

mm'(‘ acu
'H:C' o) 3 .
A oday @ memorial has been unveiled, a monument in stone and
o conceived and executed by John Burke, an Irish socialist
f genuis whose labour as an artist has been dedicated to tHe
|s that Seamus pursued politically. Nora Connolly O’Brien
tical activist, daughter, student and authority on Jameé
onnolly was to be with us to perform the unveiling ceremony, but
<okness. which we hope she will speedily overcome, has prevented
PR memorial meeting last week the poet and intellectual
«nthony Cronin. the historian Padraigh O Snodaigh, Ite Nij
sionnaith the Gaelic scholar with Bernadette McAliskey, Niall
the secretary of the IRSP, and Sean Doyle ard-chomhairle
~mber from Wicklow, contributed talks on the significance of
oamus’s work and life.

It is fitting that the artists, scholars, political activists of Ireland

yould honour his memory and that under the organisation of the
~ostello Memorial Committee a memorial has been erected here
“hich is an inspiration to us and a practical example of the art that Irish
scialism inspires. The practice of raising enduring monuments in
rone to be testimonials to the lives of heroes, and the gathering of
seople by the tombs of great men to reflect on their principles and
~ctions. and to draw inspiration from the artists who conceived their
-tone memorials, is as old as civilisation. In Ireland in recent times the
severity of the repression against republicans has meant that annual
commemorations at the graves of republican heroes have developed a
special dimension, as the only occasions on which political speeches
could be delivered and elementary organisation done.

Patrick Pearse. whose centenary we celebrate this year, whilst
delivering the oration at Bodenstown at the grave of Wolfe Tone in
June 1913 said: “We have come to the holiest place in Ireland, holier to
us even than the place where Patrick sleeps in Down. Patrick brought us
life but this man died for us. And though many before and some.since
have died in testimony of the truth of Ireland’s claim to nationhood,
Wolfe Tone was the greatest of all that have made that testimony, the
greatest of all who have died for Ireland in old time or in new.. He was the
greatest of Irish nationalists, I believe he was the greatest of Irishmen
And if I am right in this I am right in saying that we stand in the holiest
place in Ireland, for it must be that the holiest sod of a nation’s soil is the
sod where the greatest of her dead lies buried”. This place in Little Bray
: In llhc same way a place of inspiration for all Irishmen and for all
socialists,

hronZz
cculptor ¢
came 04 .
\io\lic:ncd lmll

enoch.
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Most of us knew Seamus Costello, some t:nr a longer, others for a
<horter time. in greater or lesser depth. All of us have been touc'hed by
his ereatness. To meet him was to meet a person who valued life and
h’\.c\d it intensely. to recognise his discipline. In all circumstances all his
decisions were taken on rational grounds and once taken they were
defended. This is not to say he never changed his mind, or that he was
alwavs rieht. But it does mean that the principles he held were held
sincerely. as he expected others to hold them also, and that he was
prepared to expalin them atany length and inany depth to anyone who
was eenuinelv interested in building socialism and‘llberat'mg Irelanq.
To discuss politics with him was a serious, challenging bgsmess. As his
politics evolved and he faced the challenges posed for him by his own
analysis. he made difficult decisions, but he explained the reasons for
decisions he made. and they were consistent' with hls 'polltica]
development. To have known him or to have studied his life is to face
the challenge of his dynamic, charming, coherent and demanding
personality and to risk being changed by it. As I said when I spoke at
his graveside on that awful funeral day two years ago, “To be
associated with him was to be inspired by his greatness, and to learn new
dimensions of human possibilities”. The passage of two years has
re-inforced that judgement. : ;

His great qualities were rationality, imagination, generosity and
courage. His rationality led him to examine the world as he found it
and to study the relationships between classes and between nations.
He willed the good as do all good men, and studied the history, not
only of Ireland but of the whole world. He saw that economic relations
were organised on the exploitative capitalist system which rewards the
strong and the powerful and the immoral, and exploits and grinds into
intolerable oppression, the weak, the unarmed, the defenceless. He
saw that this is not only the case between classes, but also between
communities and nations.

He saw that the state into which he was born, and which called itself
Ireland, was not the historic Ireland for which Pearse and Connolly
died. He saw the six counties occupied by the British army and ruled in
a sectarian way that oppressed intolerably the nationalist people who
lived there. He saw in the twenty-six counties a neo-colony. But he
believed that problems had solutions, that oppression is not a
necessary part of the human condition, that socialism is the most
rational form of political organisation, and that it was armed might and
ideological deception that prevented men from living rationally, not
only in Ireland but wherever the capitalist system and its imperialist
violence deformed mankind and prevented the true rational nature of
man from being realised.

His powerful imagination led him to see what life could be like if it
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oere ordered ,..z\tionnlly zmq justly: how Ireland and Irish people would
pe if the British armed forces were removed from Ireland, if the
SOUICES of the country were used to provide work and wealth for the
ad of profit; how, when the reasons for acting in a pro-

pcnplt‘ inste :
m”,m.i;mg way were removed, the conditions would be laid for Irish
protestants to recognise their class interest as members of the Irish

working class. He understood the nature of the development of
working class national exploitation through international finance and
[ti-national capitalist corporations.

that the new powerful empire of the EEC would exploit the
weaker states, especially those on the periphery, and intensify the
injustice and violence done to the working class. In Ireland he daily
<aw the people who own property get richer and the ‘propertyless’
being ground down to the very margin of existence.

His vision of a sovereign Irish socialist republic, with its liberation of.
the potential for full human living of the Irish working class and small
farmers, was so clear and so good that it sustained him through
unspeakable disappointments, sufferings and betrayals, and through
persecution by the British and neo-colonial 26-county state. As he
himself said: <“We are nothing and we shall be everything”. It showed
him clearly the dangers that lay in any approach to a so-called federal
solution to the Irish problem, and the real threat that was presented to

the mu
He saw

X

Lony Hayde, comrade-in-arms of Seamus Costello jrom the fijues,

unveils the memorial at Bray
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the Irish people’s weltare by any form of encouragement to the idea of
an independent Ulster. . ! ki 14 i

As the magazine, Fortnight, said of his brilliant exposition of
republican socialism at Amherst, he gave no h()pc.to’thosej promoting
the six-county Ulster. During the 1977 antl-lmpcr!allst unity talks, he
led the resistance to that pro-imperialist compromise.

His eenerosity led him to dedicate his life to improving the lot of
mankind. He was not satisfied merely to study and understand human
life in classes and under imperialism. Equally, he scorned the elitist
preservation of the fruits of his thinking amongst a Jarg;o.n-r‘idde_n few,
who would find occupations for themselves in theorising while the
historic present passed by. His socialism was more demanding.

It was his duty to show the Irish working class their class, national
interest. and how toact in their own liberation. This was the labour of a
revolutionary, and in Ireland with its long tradition'qf struggle for
freedom. he saw his revolutionary duty clearly as resistance to the
armed might which kept Ireland and the Irish working class divided
and weakened by partition. He became a soldier, a freedom-fighter
and a great leader of armed resistance to British imperialism.

In this capacity his personal bravery and military skill were to the
fore. But he never divorced military from political struggle, or the
national question from the question of class oppression and
deprivation in Ireland. He kept a calm and critical eye to the whole
reality of any situation, even while he burned with anger and hatred of
oppression, and sympathised and fought alongside its victims. The rare
combination of all these qualities is something few, perhaps, among us
can emulate. But like James Connolly, he is an ideal and a model for
us. to judge ourselves by, as well as to be inspired by. This total
dedication of a rare and precious personality led to the ultimate
sacrifice. in which he laid down his life for his friends.

The very perseverence and endurance he manifested shows us how
we must go forward. Before his death he was full of good humour and
optimism and confident of a great leap forward. The movement of
which he was the chief founder has had to try to make good his hopes
while bereft of his leadership. The task still remains, and it is only its
achievement which will justify his memory, and those of his comrades
who have also given their lives.

Today as we commemorate one who has fallen on the field of battle
for Irish freedom and socialism, we remember and pledge our
solidarity with those in the H-Blocks of Long Kesh, who are now
vm(.jlcatm'g his struggle by protesting that their cause is a just war of
national liberation, and that the imperialists and their Irish capitalist
collaborators have no right to call them criminals. In their stand, they,
too, are rclr'ospgclivcly justifying Seamus and all those who have
fought and died in the Irish socialist cause. Our duty to them, to him
and to ourselves is to press on to victory for that cause.




Seamus Costello Memorial Committee

THE SEAMUS COSTELLO MEMORIAL Committee was
cstablished at a meeting held in the Central Hotel Dublin, in
December. 1978, The purpose of the Committee was to raise a suitable
memorial to the memory of Seamus by raising contributions from
people who value the principles and politics for which he struggled
during his active lifetime.

THE COMMITTEE COMMISSIONED John Bourke, the sculptor,
to execute a memorial in Wicklow granite, which was unveiled on
October 7, 1979 in St. Peter’s Cemetery, Little Bray, Co. Wicklow.

AN ANNUAL PRIZE WILL BE ENDOWED for an original essay
on either the policy or practice of Republican Socialism in Ireland. The
purpose of the essay competition is to stimulate political debate and
provide a forum for publishing such writings. Further details of this
essay competition may be had by writing to the Secretary.

IT IS ALSO OUR INTENTION to publish a biography of Seamus,
based on the best available sources, which should be a major
contribution to historical scholarship in Ireland. To this end, the
Committee would be grateful for any material relating to Seamus, i.e.
writings. tapes or photographs. These should be forwarded to the
address below.

AFTER THESE FIRST CHARGES have been met it is hoped that it
will be possible to give a contribution towards making provision for
Seamus Costello’s dependents.

SPONSORS: T Miriam Daly (Founding Chairman of the Committee);
Elizabeth Costello; Maoiliosa Costello; Maire Comerford; T Nora
Connolly-O’Brien; Maire Bean Ui Dhochertaigh; Uinseann Mac
Eoin; Tomas Mac Anna; Joe Stagg; Ita Ni Chionnaith; Daithi O
hOgain: An Athair Piaras O Duill; John Arden; Margaretta D’Arcy;
Jack Lynch; May Hayde; Raynor O’C. Lysaght; Eddie Douglas;
Brigid Makowski; Aine Fagan; Anna Barron; Len Gaynor; James
Daly; Tony Hayde; Peggy Doyle.

COMMITTEE: May Hayes (Chairman); Tony Gregory and Elizabeth
Doyle (Joint Secretaries); Peggy Doyle and May Hayes (Treasurers);
Maoiliosa Costello; Tony Hayde; James Daly; Osgur Breatnach;
Johnny White.

FURTHER COPIES OF THIS Pamphlet, together with details of any
of the above undertakings of the Committee may be requested from
the Memorial Committee, at the address below. Donations may also
be sent to this address.

PUBLISHED BY: The Seamus Costello Memorial Committee, Cl/o
39 Dollymount Park, Dollymount, Dublin 3.
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