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Constitution

WHEREAS the people of Ireland never relinquished the claim to
separate Nationhood, and

WHEREAS the Provisional Government of the Irish Republic,
Easter 1916, in the name of the Irish people, and continuing the fight
made by previous generations, re-asserted the inalienable right of the
Irish Nation to Sovereign Independence, and re-affirmed. the determin-
ation of the Irish people to achieve it, and

'WHEREAS the Proclamation of the Irish Republic, Easter 1916, and

“the supreme courage and glorious sacrifices of the men who gave their
lives to maintain ‘it, united the people of Ireland under the flag of the
Irish Republic, and

WHEREAS on January 21st, 1919, following the General Election
of December, 1918, the duly elected representatives of the Irish people
assembled in National Parliament, proclaimed the Independence of
Ireland and ratified the establishment of the Irish Republic proclaimed
in 1916, thus founding the Republic on the democratic basis of the
free votes of the people of Ireland with Dail Eireann as its Government;
be it

RESOLVED “That we, the delegated representatives of the Organ-
isation, in Convention assembled, hereby declare the following to be
the Constitution of Sinn Fein'’:-

The name of the Organisation shall be Sinn Fein.

The Organisation is based on the following fundamental principles:-

(a) That the allegiance of Irishmen and Irishwomen is due to the
Sovereign Irish Republic proclaimed in 1916.

(b) That the sovereignty and unity of the Republic are inalien-
able and non-judicable.

The objects of Sinn Fein are:-

(a) The complete overthrow of British rule in Ireland, and the es-
tablishment of a Democratic Socialist Republic based on the Proclam-
ation of 1916.

(b) To bring the Proclamation of the Republic, Easter 1916, into
effective operation and to maintain and consolidate the Government

1




of the Republic, representative of the people of all Iréland, based on

that Proclamation. : ¥l
(c) To establish in the Republic a reign of social justice based on

Christian principles, by a just distribution and effective control of the
Nation’s wealth and resources, and to institute a system cf government
suited to the particular needs of the people.

(d) To promote the restoration of the Irish language and Irish culture
and the widest knowledge of Ireland’s history; to make Irish citizens
conscious and proud of their traditional and cultural heritage, and to
educate the citizens of the Republic in their rights and responsibilities

as citizens.

MEANS:
(a) Through Sinn Fein organising the Irish people into a united and

disciplined movement for the restoration of the Republic and the

achievement of the above ideals.
(b) Through Sinn Fein assisting, as directed by the Ard Chombhairle,

ali Organisations working for the same objectives.
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Rules

1. MEMBERSHIP:

(a) Membership of the Organisation, other than associate member-
ship, shall be obtainable only through membership of a Cumann.
Membership shall be open to all those over the age of 16, irrespective
of sex, class or creed, who accept the Constitution and policy of
Sinn Fein; who are prepared to work for the attainment of its ob-
jects, and who accept the rules and regulations governing membership,
subject to the following praovisions.

(b) No person who is a member of any political party organisation
or who approves of or supports the candidature of persons who, if
elected, intend taking part in the proceedings of either the British or
Partition Governments by which Ireland is ruled: or who approves
of or supports the candidature of persons who sign any form or give
any kind of written or verbal undertaking of intention to take their
seats in these institutions, shall be admitted to membership, or allowed
to retain membership.

(c) No person who is a member of a Secret Society shall be eligible
for membership, and no person known to be a member of any Secret
Society shall be admitted to membership.

(d) It shall be open to the Committee of any Cumann to refuse
enrolment to any person applying for membership.

(e) The Ard-Chombhairle shall have power to refuse membership to
any person applying for membership and to expel any member from
the Organisation. Before being dismissed, however, a member must be
given an opportunity of being heard in his own defence.

(f) 1. No member of the British armed forces shall be eligible for
membership.

2. No person who has taken any oath of allegiance to the British
or Partition Governments by which Ireland is governed shall be elig-
ible for membership so long as he/she retains the office or position
involving such oath or until he/she repudiates the oath or declaration
in writing to a Cumann.

(g) 1. The Sinn Fein Organisation may not make use of the Courts
of either Partition assembly for civil actions.

2. Recognition of these Courts in the case of political charges
is strictly forbidden, unless specifically sanctioned or ordered by the
Republican Government. -

(h) New members shall serve a probationary period of six weeks.
Probationary members shall not be entitled to vote on matters concern-
ing or affecting the internal affairs of the Organisation except in the
case of election of officers in a newly-formed Cumann or Comhairle
Ceantair.

2. ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP: ;
_ Special associate membership of the Organisation shall be obtainable
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only through and at the discretion of a Comhairle Ceantair, subject to
ratification by An Ard Chomhairle and on payment of a fee of fiye
pounds (£5) per year. Associate members shall be responsible to the
Ard-Chomhairle for the observance of the Constitution and Rules of
the Organisation.

2a.
(a) Associate membership shall be obtainable through any affiliated

cumann on payment of £2 which will be forwarded to An Ard-Oifig.

(b) Associate members will be expected to respect the rules of the
Organisation.

(c) A cumann will keep a roll of associate members which must, if
requested, be made available to the officer board of the Comhairle
Ceantair, the Comhairle Cuige or any member of An Ard Chomhairle,

(d) A cumann shall have the right to remove an associate member
trom the Organisation if the member is undesirable.

(e) Associate members shall not have the right to vote or hold any
officership within the Organisation. ;

(f) The cumann officer board shall have the right to call a general
meeting of all members including associate members if needed for
the furtherance of the Organisation.

(g) Associate members will promote in the local area the goodwill
of the Republican Movement.

3. ELECTIONS:

All elections and co-options throughout the Organisation shall be by
ballot, and all positions specified in these regulations shall be honorary.
Execpt in the case of a newly-formed Cumann a probationary member
shall not be eligible to act as an officer and shall not be eligible for
election or co-option to any executive committee of the Organisation.

4. CO-OPTIONS:

None but a merber of the Organisation may be co-opted into any
position of the Organisation. The co-option of members whose member-
ship has not exceeded the probationary period must receive the ex-
press approval of the Ard-Chomhairle. Committees or Sub-Committees
for special purposes may include non-members; but such Committees

or Sub-Committees shall not form a portion of the Organisation or act
as such,

5. FOREIGN:
Foreign Branches of the Organisation shall be governed by the rules

of the Organisation subject to modifications sanctioned by the Ard-
Chombhairle to suit local conditions.

6.
Candidates selected by Sinn Fein for election as Parliamentary rep-
| resentatives shall, on selection, and before nomination, publicly and
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solemnly pledge themselves, as follows:-

‘ . i freely and solemnly declare
(a) That, if elected, | will not sit in, nor take part in, the proceedings

of any Parliament, legislating or purporting to legislate, for the people
of Ireland other than the Parliament of the Irish Republic represent-
ative of the entire 32 Counties of Ireland.

(b) That, pending the establishment of the Parliament of the Irish
Republic, in all matters pertaining to the duties and functions of a
Parliamentary representative | will be guided by and hold myself
amenable to all directions and instructions issued to me by the Ard-
Chombhairle of Sinn Fein,

(c) That, pending the establishment of the Parliament of the Irish
Republic, | will, at any time, if called upon to do so by a majority of
the members of the Ard-Chombhairle of Sinn Fein, resign my seat as a
Parliamentary representative for the Constituency of ... ............

(d) That | shall be bound by the direction of the Ard-Chomhairle
of Sinn Fein in regard to attendance at provincial or regional parl-
iaments which form part of an All-lreland governmental structure
and are subordinate bodies of the Parliament of the Irish Republic
as referred to in (a).

(e) That | take this pledge voluntarily, of my own free will and in

the full knowledge that any breach of (a) thereof will be regarded as
an act of treachery, to be dealt with as such.

7.

No person who has not been a member of the organisation for at
least twelve months prior to the date of nomination shall be eligible
for election as an officer or member of the Ard-Chombhairle. In making
co-options the Ard-Chomhairle may co-opt members of less than twelve
months’ membership of Sinn Fein, if this is necessary, provided such
members have at least twelve months’ membership of the Republican
Movement.

8.

The foregoing Constitution of Sinn Fein may not be altered or
amended except by an Ard-Fheis, on the agenda of which notice of
the proposed alteration or amendment appears. Any alteration of or
amendment to the foregoing Constitution shall require a supporting
vote of not less than two-thirds of the duly elected delegates present

at the Ard-Fheis. :
Axd Fheis

9. MEMBERSHIP:

The supreme governing and legislative body shall be the Ard-Fheis
which shall be convened annually by the Ard-Chombhairle and shall
consist of:-

(a) The officers and members of the Ard-Chomhairle.
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(b) Two delegates from each Combhairle Cuige.

(c) Two delegates from each Combhairlée ‘Ceantair.

(d) Two delegates from each duly affiliated Cumann of twenty
members or less. Three delegates from each duly affiliated Cumann of
over twenty and not more than fifty members. Four delegates from
each duly affiliated Cumann of over fifty and not more than one
hundred members. One delegate in respect of each additional fifty

members over one hundred.
10.

Teachtai Dail Eireann who are also members of the Organisation
are entitled to attend and speak at the Ard-Fheis; but shall not vote
unless present in any of the capacities (a), (b) or (c) above.

11. MEETINGS:
(a) The place and date of meeting of the annual Ard-Fheis shall be

at the discretion of the Ard-Chombhairle and shall be announced ten
weeks in advance.

(b) The Ard-Fheis shall elect its own Cathaoirleach from the dele-
gates present at the opening of the Ard-Fheis.

12. RESOLUTIONS: -
Resolutions must be received not later than six weeks prior to the
Ard-Fheis, and must stand in the name of the Ard-Chombhairle, a Com-

hairle Cuige, a Comahirle Ceantair or a Cumann.

13. NOMINATI!IONS:

(a) Nominations must be received not later than twenty-eight days
prior to the Ard-Fheis and must stand in the name of a Cumann, a
Comhairle Ceantair or a Comhairle Cuige.

(b) Members who have consented to nomination as officers or memb-
ers of the Ard-Chombhairle shall not be allowed to withdraw their names
on the day of election.

14. DELEGATES:

Delegates must be chosen and their names forwarded to Head-
quarters not later than 28 days prior to the Ard-Fheis. They must be
resident members of the body they represent.

15. SUBSTITUTES:

Substitutes (in case of illness, etc.), may be allowed at the dnscretnon
of the Ard-Chomhairle; but they must in all cases be previously chosen
at duly convened meetings of the body represented.

16. R

(a) Nomination forms must be sent to each Cumann at least five
weeks before the last date fixcd for the receiving of nominations.
The Ard-Chombhairle will fix-a clusing date for the signed assent form
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to be sent back to the Ard-Oifig.

(b) Cumainn shall bg supplied with a list of those who have
sented to stand for election to the Officer Board and Ard-ChomhairIcecm

17. 4
Agenda must be sent to each Cumann and each Comhairle Ceantair

at least fourteen days in advance,

18.
Admission cards must be sent to each delegate at least seven days

in advance.

19. EXTRAORDINARY ARD-FHEIS:
"An extraordinary Ard-Fheis shall be summoned for a special pur-
pose stated on a requisition endorsed by:- :
(a) Two-thirds of the entire available membership of the Ard-Chomh-
airle; or ”
(b) One-third of the Cumainn of at least six months standing.

20.

(a) At least seven days clear notice must be given to all Runaithe,
who shall, on receipt of the notice, summon their respective bodies
to select delegates to the Extraordinary Ard-Fheis.

(b) An Extraordinary Ard-Fheis, when held, shall elect a new Ard-
Chombhairle.

Arxd-Chomhairle

When An Ard-Fheis is not in session, control of the Organisation
shall be vested in An Ard-Chombhairle comprised of the officers, viz.
Uachtaran, beirt Leas-Uachtaran, beirt Runai Qinigh, beirt Chisteoir
Oinigh, Oifigeach Poibliochta, eight other members and two members
from each of the four Comhairli Cuige. The officers and eight members
shall be elected by the votes of the entire delegate representation at
An Ard-Fheis. An Ard-Chomhairle shall have the power to co-opt
five members for specific posts, two of which must be for the positions
of Director of Finance and National Organiser. A quorum shall consist
of one-third of the membership plus one.

Coiste Seasta

The Ard-Chomhairle shall elect from its members a Coiste Seasta
of eight members who shall meet every week and shall have full power
to carry out routine business between Ard-Chombhairle meetings. A
quorum shall consist of five members. The Officer Board of An Ard
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Chomhairle may attend all meetings of An Coiste Seasta. An C

- i i ‘N Coistg
Seasta shall submit reports of its meetings to An Ard-Chomhairle. Ste

“
23. i
(a) The Ard-Chombhairle shall elect two National Trustees f

3 b or thé; :

funds of the Organisation. -

(b) The National Trustees sha!l be rgsponsible for*the safe CUStod~-‘k
of all moneys, the property of Sinn Fein, received by them of |0dge§-
to their account by the Cisteoiri. They shall make available from the
funds of the Organisation to the Cisteoiri such sums as may pe direct.
ed by the Ard-Chombhairle from time to time, and shall supply the Arde
Chombhairle with any information it may require concerning the funds
of the Organisation. _

(c) Na Cisteoiri Naisiunta shall be responsible for keeping proper
accounts of all moneys received and expended. They shall lodge all
moneys received to the account of the National Trustees and notify -
them accordingly. They shall submit monthly accounts to the Ard-
Chombhairle, showing details of all moneys received and expended by
them. ]
(d) The accounts of the National Trustees and of Na Cisteoiri Najs-
iunta shall be audited once a year by a duly accredited Auditor or
- Firm of Auditors. The Auditor’s Report shall be submitted to the
Ard-Chombhairle at least two weeks prior to the Annual Ard-Fheis,
to which it shall also be submitted.

POWERS: ;

(a) When the Ard-Fheis is not in session, the supreme direction and
covernment of the Organisation shall reside in the Ard-Chombhairle
subject to any instructions given by the Ard-Fheis.

(b) The ‘Ard-Chomhairle shall have and exercise on behalf of the
Ard-Fheis, all powers, functions and duties of the Ard-Fheis, and all
members shall be bound by decisions of the Ard-Chombhairle. These
powers, etc., shall include:-

(1) The power to remove or suspend from the Organisation or from
Office any subordinate body or member thereof for incompetence,
negligence or general unsuitability. Before being dismissed, however,
a member must be given an opportunity of being heard in his own
defence. The suspension of a member for an unspecified period shall
become invalid after six months unless it is renewed. The Ard-Chom-
hairle shall have power, by a two-thirds majority, to suspend any mem-
ber, before a duly convened meeting, called for that purpose, and to
co-opt a substitute. The suspended member shall have the right to:
appeal to an independent court of inquiry.

(2) The right to refuse affiliation of any Cumann. e

(3) The power to set up in any area a Committee for any particular
purpose. ‘

(4) The power to set up a Dail Ceantair in any area where sucha

8



v I ———
1 ‘s deemed necessary. -

DO?SV) The power to set up Comhairli Cuige.

25. VACANCIES: o

A seat Of ofﬁcg on the Ard-Chombhairle rendered casually vacant
] e temporarily fulled.by An Ard-Chombhairle except where the
3 fers to a Comhairle Cuige member, in which case the Com-

vacancy re .
hairle Cuige shall fill the vacancy.

;rhe Ard-Chomhairle shall meet within a period of one week from
the date of the Ard-Fheis; afterwards it shall meet at least once a
month. Special meetings shall be held at the discretion of an tUachtaran
or, in his absence, of either of the Leas-Uachtarain or on a requisitior;
of a majority of the members. Members of the Ard-Chombhairle being
absent from three consecutive meetings without an excusing cause,
sutomatically forfeit membership of the Ard-Chomhairle.

27.
All charges against members of the Ard-Chombhairle must be made

in writing, and signed; the member so charged shall receive from An
Runai, in writing, a copy of the charge and notification to appear at
the next meeting of the Ard-Chomhairle to answer the charge.

= Combhairli Cuige

(a) Four Comhairli Cuige shall be established, one in each province.
An annual meeting shall ‘take place within one month of An ‘Ard-
Fheis. The outgoing officers and two delegates from each Cumann
shall attend, and shall elect officers and formulate policy for the en-
suing year.

(b) The members of An Combhairle Cuige shall be Chairperson,
Secretary, Treasurer, Education Officer, PRO (who shall also act as
Vice-Chairperson), Regional Government Officer, Youth Officer,
the Chairpersons and Secretaries of all Comhairli Ceantair in the prov-
ince. The Provincial Organiser shall be an ex-officio member.

(c) The Combhairle Cuige shall meet within one month after the
General Meeting. Afterwards it shall meet at least every two montbhs,
or at any time on the direction of An Ard-Chomhairle.

(d) Vacancies

Any Officer Board vacancy shall be filled by An Combhairle Cuige.
A member vacancy shall be filled by the original electing body.

(e) Powers and duties

(1) The Comhairle Cuige shall be subject to An Ard-Chomhairle
on all matters.

(2) It shall have charge of the organisation in the province.

(3) It shall organise, publicise, develop and co-ordinate Sinn Fein
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and its activities within its jurisdictior). .
(4) It shall have the power to raise funds for its own use and fo |
the use of An Ard-Chombhairle and collect affiliation membershi[;

in the prOVinCe- 3 :
fee(ssl) An Ard-Oifig shall be notified of all its meetings ang

of the minutes of meetings held sha.ill be forwarded to an tAr
within seven days following the meeting. |

(6) It shall have power to call a conferencg of delegates from dael

Cumann within its province to discuss the implementation of  Sifk

’ Fein policy.

| (f) Comhairli Cuige

That An Ard Chomhairle, in consultation with local membership,

be empowered, where necessary, to replace Comhairli Cuige wit

regional executives.

Comhairli Ceantair

29. GENERAL:
Each Combhairle Ceantair shall be based upon a County Electoral

Area as defined from time to time by the County Council and shall
have charge of all the Cumainn in that area; but this arrangement may.
be modified by the Ard-Chomhairle to meet exceptional local difficul-
ties.

SACOY
d-Runaj

'

30. MEMBERSHIP:-

The Comhairle Ceantair shall consist of:-

(a) Its officers (Cathaoirleach, Leas-Cathaoirleach, Secretary, one
Treasurer, an Organiser, a Publicity Officer, Finance Officer, and Ed-
ucation Officer.)

(b) Two delegates from each Cumann.

(c) Three delegates from each Cumann may attend the Annual
General Meeting of An Combhairle Ceantair.

(d) That participation in Sinn Fein activity may be through local
departments responsible to national departments via Comhairle Cean-
tair department heads (e.g. participation may be through membership
of the local trade union/economic resistance department, women'’s
department, youth department, education department, publicity de-
partment, cultural department, etc.).

31. MEETINGS:
(a) The outgoing officers and the delegates for the ensuing year shall
assemble within one month after the termination of the Annual Ard-
Fheis, but not before all the new Cumainn delegates have been appoint:
ed, and shall elect from their members the officers for the ensuing year.
~(b) The officers of the outgoing Combhairle Ceantair attending the
first meeting of the new Comhairle Ceantair shall not be eligible for
election to the officer board unless they themselves have been elected
as delegates to the new Comhairle Ceantair at the general meeting of
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ir Cumann. . % :
5 The outgoing officers shall have no vote in the election of the

W officer board unless they are delegates elected by their Cumann.
ne 0 Members of the outgomg officer board shall not attend any
heetings of the Combhairle Ceantair unless they are co-opted

tl

her 1 i
f:r;er Rule or are elected delegates of their Cumann.
as
32. | i iti i
it shall subsequently meet regularly and, in addition, at any time

Jisition signed by its Cathaoirleach or any five of its members.

upon reqt y ? }
hall consist of one-fourth ot its entire membership.

A quorums

33 VACANCIES: . :
Vacancies shall be filled by the original electing body in each case.

'f a Cumann delegate or Runai is elected an officer of the Comhairle
Ceantair, the vacancy on the Combhairle Ceantair thus created shall

he filled by the Cumann concerned.

34 POWERS AND DUTIES:

The Combhairle Ceantair shall establish Cumainn as per Rule No.
40 and shall have charge of all the Cumainn in its area. It shall sanction
‘heir reports, audit balance sheets, etc., and transmit them with a list
+f Cumainn and their membership to An Ard-Oifig at least once a

month.
The Combhairle Ceantair may, after an inquiry, suspend or remove
from office any officer of a Cumann for incompetence, negligence
or other adequate cause, and may order a new election. The person
concerned must receive, in writing, due notice of the time and terms
of the inquiry, and shall have the right of appeal to the Ard Chombhairle.

The local Comhairle Ceantair may dismiss members of Sinn Fein
whose behaviour brings the name of the Movement into disrepute,
with right of appeal to higher bodies.

The Comhairle Ceantair may, after an inquiry, suspend or remove
any Cumann for incompetence, negligence or other adequate cause.
The Cumann must receive in writing due notice of the time and terms
of the inquiry and shall have the right of appeal to the Ard-Chombhairle.

36. FUNDS:

The Comhairle Ceantair shall have power to raise funds from its
Cumainn, or otherwise, for the purpose of the Organisation, and shall
submit quarterly financial reports to the Ard-Chomhairle.

37. DISPUTES:

Differences arising in a Comhairle Ceantair or between Combhairli
Ceantair, which the bodies concerned are unable to settle, shall be
referred to the Ard-Chombhairle.
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38.

The Combhairle Ce

are held in their area.

antair shall be consulted before public meetihgs

39. LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS: :
Note: This rule is suspended and can only become operative in the

event of the Annual Ard-Fheis or the Ard-Chombhairle deciding to
contest Local Government Elections.

The Combhairle Ceantair shall have control of all local elections in
its area. It shall summon a Convention for the selection of Candidates
in accordance with such instructions as the Ard-Chomhairle may issue,
and shall call a special meeting of the Comhairle for the purpose of rat-
ifying or otherwise, the candidates so selected. Candidates shall take g

the following pledge:- \
L RO S LG S50 6 6 6. 0D B b G0 60 hereby pledge my undivided

allegiance to the Irish Republic as proclaimed on Easter Monday,
1916, and by law established on the 21st day of January, 1919, and
| promise to work for the overthrow of English rule in Ireland, the com-
plete social and economic emancipation of the Irish people based on
the Proclamation of 1916, and the international recognition of the
Irish Republic, and | further undertake that if elected to the office

Fof s o sprRtn G N A 8 B s and if called upon by a two-thirds
majority of the Ard-Chombhairle of Sinn Fein to resign that office, |
will immediately do so.”

:

o

DAIL EIREANN ELECTIONS: _
Rules governing Conventions for the selection of candidates for

election to Dail Eireann can be obtained from An Ard-Oifig.

Only those whose rmembership of the Republican Movement ex-
ceeds 12 months shall be eligible for selection and nomination as can-
didates in parliamentary or local government elections.

Cumainn
40. FORMATION:

Cumainn shall be established in such areas ac the Ard-Chomhairle
or authorised Comhairli Ceantair may direct.

41.
No Cumann shall be formed without previous sanction from the

Ard-Chombhairle or authorised Comhairle Ceantair for its name, meet-
ing place, area and proposed members.

42.
No Cumann shall be named after any living person.

43.
The initial meeting shall be presided over by a member of the Organ-
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isation accredited for that purpose, and its first business shall be to
&uct its officers (to _hold office until the next Annual Election) and to
;;;-;-al\ge for forwarding to An Ard-Oifig its affiliation fee and list of

of{i(‘,ﬂrs-

A4, MEMBERSHIP: .
A Cumann shall consist of not less than five members.

The recommended maximum number of members shall be twelve,

45.

1ts officers shall consist of a Cathaoirleach (ex-officio member of
sl Committees), a Leas-Cathaoirleach, Runai, beirt Chisteoir, and a
PRO, and shall be elected anually at a special meeting held on written
sotice, within fourteen days after the termination of the Ard-Fheis,

:;)slegates to the Comhairle Ceantair shall be elected at the same
esting.

No member or ex-member shall have any rights against a Cumann
against any other officer or member in respect of any act or
ission in pursuance of its rules other than that of appeal to the
1hairle Ceantair or Ard-Chombhairle as in the rules provided.

Candidates for membership must be proposed and seconded by
5 members of the Cumann and their admission as probationary
-mbers must be agreed to by a majority of the members present
2 duly convened meeting of the Cumann.

' ’A membership fee of £5 per annum shall be paid by every member,
~which will be collected by the Cumann secretary and forwarded to
An Ard-Oifig.

W

0

No person shall be a member of more than one Cumann at a time.
Transfer facilities shall be made available to members who. for genuine
reasons, wish to change from one Cumann to another. '

91. AFFILIATION FEE:

The Financial Year of the organisation shall be the calendar year
ending the 30th September. Cumann affiliation fees must be paid by
January 31st of each year.

52,
The affiliation fee for each financial year shall be two pounds
13 '




(£2) in the case of new Cumainn and eight pounds (£8) in each Wb 7

sequent year. A cumann which has not.paid the affiliation fee by
January 31st shall be struck off the Register and can only be re-aff.
iliated as a new Cumann.

53. ¢
Each Cumann shall endeavour to meet frequently especially when

there is specific business to be transacted. It shall be the responsibility
of An Runai to ensure that a meeting of the Cumann is summoned
whenever circulars are received from An Ard-Oifig which indicate
that a meeting of the Cumann ought to be held.

54. COMMITTEES:
The Officers of the Cumann shall meet in Committee to consider

applications for membership, to prepare matters for Cumann consider-
ation, or to carry out special work when required by the Cumann to
do so.

Bts

Other Committees of its members, for special purposes, may be set
up by the Cumann as required but each Cumann should realise that it
is part of its work:-

(a) To see that the Irish language, games and pastimes, a knowledge
of Irish History- and Irish Culture in general, are promoted in its area,
an that all social functions held under its auspices are of an Irish-Ireland
nature. ;

" (b) To foster increased production in local fields and factories,
to promote the local consumption of Irish commodities and generally
to carry out the Economic Programme of Sinn Fein thus reducing un-
employment and emigration.

56. POWERS AND DUTIES:

A Cumann shall have power:- -
(a) To fix a membership fee for its members and to make suc
further levies as it requires. To raise funds by entertainments or collect-

ions, subject to previous sanction from the Comhairle Ceantair.

(b) To suspend or expel any of its members and to suspend or
supercede any of its officers or Committee members before expiry of
his normal term, for adequate causes, subject to right of appeal to
the Combhairle Ceantair and an ultimate right of appeal to the Ard-
Chombhairle, The suspension of a member for an unspecified period
shall become invalid after six months unless it is renewed.

57.
All charges against the members must be made in writing andAsigned-
The member so charged shall receive from An Runai in writing a copy

of the charge and notification to appear at the next meeting of the
Cumann to answer the charge.
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58;& cumann shall keep in stri.ct custody, a roll of its members, a
minute book and an account of its rece!pts, expenditure, assets and lia-
Dilities. These shall be open to Inspection by the Comhairle Ceantair,
Ard-Chomhairle members and the Director of Organising,

59. i
No officer of a Cumann shall act as auditor for the Cumann.

60.
An Runai shall, at the end of each month, forward to the Com-

hairle Ceantair a monthly report on the activities of his Cumann.
Where no Comhairle Ceantair exists, such reports shall be sent to An
t-Ard-Runai.

61. DISPUTES:

Differences arising in a Cumann or between Cumainn, which the
bodies concerned are unable to settle, shall be referred to the Com-
hairle Ceantair for settlement subject to right of appeal to the Ard-
Chombhairle.

62.

Any member of a Cumann holding that any particular decision of a
Cumann is contrary to the principles, objects or policy of the Organ-
isation may require a statement of such decision signed by the Cath-
aoirleach, Runai and Objector, to be sent for consideration to the
Combhairle Ceantair, with the right of ultimate appeal to the Ard-
Chombhairle.

63.

Cumainn and Combhairli Ceantair in parliamentary areas shall meet
monthly where possible for a course of lectures and debates to be
presided over by an officer of Sinn Fein or a member of An Ard-
Chombhairle.

64.

The Cumann shall submit quarierly financial reports to the Com-
hairle Ceantair or, where no Combhairle Ceantair exists, direct to the
Ard-Chomhairle.

65.

No official or member of a Cumann or Comhairle Ceantair shall
incur a debt in the name of that Cumann or Comhairle Ceantair with-
out being authorised beforehand by a meeting of either the Cumann
or Comhairle Ceantair concerned.

June 1983
Ard-Oifig, Sinn Fein,
44 Cearnog Pharnell,
Baile Atha Cliath 1.

Telephone 726932

Ni neart go cur le chéile
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