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The Irish Crisis

Ireland and the World Revolution
By WILLIAM PAUL

M

ANY people are perplexed at the recent dramatic turn in
the Irish situation. The problem is as tantalising as it is

complex and subtle. To thoroughly grasp it a whole
series of factors must be carefully analysed and co-ordinated.

The Capitalist North
N Ireland there are as many conficting political currents at

work asthere are different economic interests. It is in the North
where there is the greatest opposition against the policy of

separation, in any form, from Britain. Economically, the
North is dominated by an imperialistic group made up of great
land-owners and industrialmagnates, who have enlisted the political
services of legal luminaries whose careers have been conspicuous

only in their venal vassalage to the propertied interests. The linen
and engineering products of the North are not sold in any quantity
in the Irish market.These are, in the main, exported to those
marketS which are under the protection and domination of the
Union Tack. Thus, the economic interests of the capitalists of
Ulster are inseparably entwined with the imperialist interestsof
Great Britain. The economic needs of the predominating political

groups of the North are identicalwith the needs of Britishinance
capital.

Finance-capital can only expand its control and extend its

interests by means of the State power of the Empire. Finance

capital thusdemandsthesupport of a large Empire Štate to advance
its influence, and, likewise,every Empire State demandsthe sup
port of finance-capital tomaintain its power. It is this indispens
able and mutual relationship between finance-capital and modern
Empire-States which explains why thewealthy political elements in
the North of Ireland enthusiasticallyproclaim their loyal devotion
and adhesion to the union with imperialistic Britain.

The purely economnic basis of the political attitude of the North
has been obscured by religibus fanatacism. An examination into



the temporal ground-work of religions clearly shows that they
reflect definite economic forms and respond to particular

class

interests. Thus, capitalism, in a general way,
presupposes Pro-

testantism, whercas systems of land tenure tend toshow a
striking

partiality forthe Catholic Church. While, on the surface, the Irish

question would seem to be a conflict between two
religious forms,

it is in reality a determined sttruggle between definite
econon1C

interests. Men tend to idealise their economic interests and aspira-

tions. Many an Irishman, to-day,, 1s hghting heroically nd

honestly on behalf of a certain religious creed, even carrying its

fundamental tenets to the ballot box, without imagining that

other motive is prompting his actions. It is in the North, where

Capitalism is most highly developed, and where, therefore the

potentialities of the class struggle are greatest. lt is there that the

Dropertiedinterests have usedreligion as a politicalfactor in blind

ng theworking class;and they have used it to create a psychology
which finds expression in extreme reaction, in violence towards

opponents, and blind bigotry.

Despite the seeming paralysis of the Labour movement in the

North of Ireland, as a result of internecine religious feuds, there

are many indications which show that once the class struggle

deepens the masses will act in no uncertain fashion. �ime after

time, the struggle between Labour and Capital has taken on a

very severe form in Ulster. In 1907 the great strike was of such
a character that the immediate needs of the masses choked all

religious differences. Protestant and Catholic workers united

against Capital. This demonstration of the weakness of religion

as a separating force in face of the binding nature of thecass
struggle terrifed the capitalists of the North. At the conclusion
of the war the Belfast workers, in conjunction with their comrades

on the Clyde, conducted a big strike in which the magic word
Soviet made its appearance. We can now understand how

necessary it is for the employing class to stimulate religious feuds
in the North of Ireland. It is their one hope, because they under
stand that without it the Ulster workers would soon become a

revolutionary powe. The peculiar psychology of Orangeism
(derivedfrom the Protestant followers of William of Orange),

with its fierce and violent hatred against its enemies, will be casily

diverted against the capitalist class during a revolutionary cnsis.
Indeed, the time is speedily coming when the fnanciers of Ulster
will loudly curse themselves for having ever trained and drulea
their

wage-slaves to fight the South. The psychology ofthe
Carson revolt cut deeper into the minds of the Ulster masses than

most people imagine. It was Carson who taught them how to

arm against the status quo. It was Carson who showed them n0w
Himsy were the specious pleas of those who sentimentally prate
about law and order"and constitutions.' And it was Carson
who demonstrated that political movements only yield to Torce
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When these workers move against Capitalism the revolutionary
movement of Ulster will have good reasons for thanking Carson
for his magnificent work.

The economic interests of the Ulster, capitalists bind them,
therefore, to Britain for two reasons. Firstly: because their

imperial needs are identical with those of the Énglish financiers.

Secondly : because the political agitation for unity is in reality

a religious attack upon theSouth and as such becomes one of the
most important instruments of separating the Irish working class,

and of setting it against itself. The moment Ireland becomes an
Independent Republic that moment the political struggle between
North and South wll tend to collapse,and at the same time the
religious feud,whidh in normal timesseparates themasses, will cease
to operate. For, we must remember that the political conflict

between theNorth and South takes on a religious form,and when
the political differences aresettled the religious differences will

tend to vanish. It is necessary to understand this because the

Ulster capitalists in struggling to retainthe Union, are also struggl
20g topreserve Irish Capitalism! This does not mean that an
Irish Republic would beCommunist;but in Ireland the revolu

tionary potentialities would be greatly accelerated by the advent
of a Republic. It was this that determined the political tactics

of James Connolly and made him a Republican. It is this that
also explainsthe desperate efforts that are being madein the North
of Ireland, by a campaign of White terrorism, to smash the
negotiations which are being conducted between De Valera and
the British Government. These terroristic acts are not the spon

taneous uprisings of indignant and ignorant Orange workmen;
they are the carefullyplanned tactics ofUlster Capitalism hghting
tu preserve its social system.

Whatever compromise takes place regarding the future

between Britain and Ireland, the imperialistic groups of the North
will do their utmnost to. prevent any settlementwhich will cut them
off from the interestof what they call The Mother Country.'"
But in the North the class strugggle cuts across the political and

economic interests of the capitalists.

II.

The South

N the South of Ireland Capitalism is relatively weak, while
large financial magnates are scarce, small business men are
prolific, particularlythe small farmer. These middle-class ele

ments have atraditionalhatred for England. And small wonder !

It is questionable if history can match the centuries of ruthless

outrage which has been the normal conduct of England towards Ire
land.Theruling class of Britain became proficient in the art of sub
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duing and crushing native races through the practise which they got

by their policy in Ireland. The historic manceuvre of the English

erchantclass ,ever since the days of Cromwell, of ruining �b
countries by relentlessly paralysing their trade, has been consistens

applied against Ireland for hundreds of years. The geographical

situation of Ireland gave it many points of vantae

building up considerable commercial relations. It
contained

a virile and industrial population living on a fertile land. Bst

everv endeavour of the Irish to launch into overseas commerce

to develop their trade was promptly strangled by the iealore

propertied interests of England- who moulded that country's polie

towards Ireland. Not only was Ireland's commercial potentialit

crushed, but the pitiless att�tude of Britain reacted upon agricultre

and practically ruined it, thus causing untold suffering to the

pcasant masses, millions of whom, as starvelings, were compelled

to leave their native land to become citizens in other countries

Hundreds and thousands of these exiles have carried their hate

of England to America, Australia, Canada, and have nursed it

in these lands. Many of them have developed great political

strength in these States, and they have added to the intricacics

of the Irish problem by making it one of an international character.

It is, therefore, easy to comprehend why the people in the

Southern districts of Ireland have been passionate in their hate

against England. But this hatred created a psychology which

rianifested itself by producing an ultra-nationalist movement.

Hatred of England reacted by creating a passionate devotion to

Ireland.

Up until recent times, the political activities of the Southern

Irish were in the hands of the Middle Class Nationalist Party,

better known in England as theUnited Irish League. The mem
berswho were sent to the English Parliament weredrawn from the
middle class. They neither understood nor sympathised with the
Labour problem in Ireland. They sat for years in the English

House of Commons, and although generally opposed to the Govern
ment were extremely unsuccessful in their policy, based as it was

upon political compromises.

While the danger to Ireland in the North comes from the large

financiers, the dangerous element in the South comes from the

middle class, the most unstable social group in history.

III

The Middle Class in Politics

�HE middle-class political leaders of Iristh nationalism dls

played that universal weakness which may be seen in every

political movement in the world dominated by the petty
bourgeoisie. The middle class, in the structure of Capitalism.
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occupy apeculiarlyunfortunate economic position,inasmuçh as they

are continually vacillating between the capitalist class and the pro
letariat. Suspended between the upper and lower class, and yet
being neither of one nor the other,there is created for them a situa
tionof appalling insecurity. This economic insecurity is of a
different character from that which haunts thewage worker. What
ever disasters overtake the average labourersin the shape of un
employment, strikes or lock-outsthese neither alter their economic
status nor their class relationship under Capitalism they remain
proletarians. But the economic insecurityofthe middle-class man
rests upon the fact that any minor industrial crisis may hurl himn

intoanother class into the proletariat. Such an occurrence trans
forms both his economic status and his class relationship within

Capitalism. The result of this vacillating economic position pro
duces a peculiar mental outlook thepetty-bourgeois outlook. The
most significant thing about this outlook is that it views every
aspect of the social question, which deals fundamentally with class

interests, in an irresolute and wavering manner. This explains why
the middle class, and all those inspired by their ideas, are the
greatest compromisers, par excellence, in the political world. The
political history of the middle class demonstrates that they have
never, unaided, as a class, carried out any heroic or bold political

revolution. While other classes in history have died in great num
bers fighting for certain political ideals, the middle class have
always sought to reach their political objective by intrigue or com
promise. History also demonstrates that the middle class have
never, single-handed, put up a determined fightagainst the political

organisation of any other class which they opposed. The middle
class have certainly destroyed the political. movements of other

classes. This destruction,however, was never accomplished by
either a heroic class struggle or in open political combat. It was
always achieved by insidiously undeTmining their political

opponents. The great middle-class political leaders like Gladstone,

Chamberlain, or Lloyd George, are shining examples of statesmen
who wavered and compromised upon the very principles which were
the supposed lodestars of their careers.The same irresolute and
undecided type of middle-class leaders may be seen unfortunately
enough inthe Labour movement. The experiences of the last few
years demonstrate that where the political instinct of the masses
correctly demanded an uncompromising and straightforward

struggle against their masters, they were discouraged, even
betrayed, at a time when vigorous and bold action was imperatively

necessary,by their compromising leaders who had been nurtured on
middle-class ideas. Itis, therefore, not surprising that it is the
rank-and-file movements of Socialism- where the concrete realities

of life clearly reveal the economic struggle and where the inluence
of the middle class is almost negligible which have enthusiastically

rallied to the fghting and tenacious policy of the Communist Inter
national. Conversely, those socialist organisations dominated by
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the idealogy of the middle class-such as the lanentable LLP in

this country enthusiastically embraced the vacillating policy of

angelic pacifism, which in action becomes class cowardíce.

Here and there individual members of the middle class have
fought bravelyand well,andhave thus supplied thoseexceptional
cases which prove every rule. But in every case where this happened

it was only pOssible because these exceptional individuals cast

aside their petty-bourgeois outlook and viewed the world frorm the

standpoint of the interests of the class which they championed

As a class, the petty-bourgeoisie ständ in history the acknow
ledged and unchallenged masters of political compromise. And
unless this is clearly understood it may be difhcult to grasp the

infuence it is at present exerting upon the Irish situation.

IV.

The National War and the Class Struggle in

Southern Ireland

E VEN the rise of Sinn Fein in Ireland did not mean, in the

beginning, the inauguration of a bold or heroic policy. The
leaders like Arthur Griffiths, undoubtedly very brilliant men,

had to rely too much upon the middle class to get action

of a daring character. Up until the beginning of the war, the
Sinn Fein movement was not very powerful. During the transport
workers strike in 1913, many of the Sinn Fein leaders were opposed
to the demands of the strikers, but the strikeintroduced a new spirit
into the Irish situation. It showed clearly for the first time, in Ire
land, that, in addition to the national struggle, there was above all
-the class struggle.

There were occasional outbrusts of fierce class conflict in Ireland
priorto the transport workers strike, but these never gave the masses
a vision much greater than that of mere land redistribution. With
the building up of the Transport Workers' Union, there was a new
ideal placed before the Irish proletariat. This was mainly due to
the magnificent communist agitation of James Connolly. He ruth
lesssly exposed the hollow pretensions of the Irish middle class
leaders who were striving to get Home Rule. He showed the Irish
workers that HomeRule, in itself, could only mean the exploitationof the Irish worker by the Irish capitalist. Connoly did not mini
mise the importance of the Irish workers agitating for national
independence but he was always careful to show that their final aimwould have to be for an Irish Workers' Republic, He, theretore,
encouraged a vigorous agitation for national independence becausehe was a clever tactician and realised the value of always Creatl�Some erment of revolt amongst the masses : and he saw the need
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for continually harassipg Great Britain which, tohim, was thesymbolof world imperialism and reaction. Connolly grouped round him aband of dauntless men, who did not quail during the bold bid forpower which was made during the Easter rising. The execution ofConnolly opened the flood gate of enthusiasm for Connolly's ideals,and impelled the Irishworkers along thepath of Communism. Thebrutalityof the English Government towards Ireland, immediatelyafter the Dublin rising, made thousands of Irish workers realise thetruism preached by Connolly, that the imperialist class of Britainwould submit to nothing but force. Nor,do these workers to thisday forget that the English Cabinet which executed the men ofEaster week, was led by the notorious Asquith, and that one of hisCabinet colleagues was Arthur Henderson, one of the leaders of theSecond International.

The heavy mailed fist of Britain, which has been so much inevidence in Ireland during the past few years, drove the workers,who had been influenced by Connolly,into a working agreemnentwith the more militant elements in the Sinn Fein movement. Thiswas an act of necessity imposed by the sheer need of self-preservation. It gave the Sinn Fein organisation a backbone. It was theproletarian rebels who, in the main, supplied the fighting force,which became thedriving power in the Irish Republican army. Hereagain the influence of Connolly may be seen. It was he who firstrecruited the workers into the Irish Citizen army, which heorganised as a counter-blast to the armned and bombastic threats ofthe capitalists of the North.

The fusion of the revolutionary workers with the Sinn Feinmovement made it a more vigorous organisation than it had hithertobeen. The fusion also transformed the Irish movement for nationalindependence from a respectable middle-class organisation into onepregnant with revolutionary possibilities. Within the space of afew years the old reactionary Nationalist Party which used toadorn the benches of the House of Commons under the leadershipof the late John Redmondhas been swept aside and has beenreplaced by anew vigorous element which scorns the idea of beggingfor freedom in London, but which has resolutely set itself the taskof working out its own emancipation on Irish soil. The new policyled to the appointing of members of Parliament, not to sit in Westminster in London, but to remain in Ireland and attend to theirown affairs. This tacticmeant that all forms of British administration in Ireland had to be replaced by political institutions set up inIreland and administered by the Irish themselves.

When the Irish set out to build up their own politicaland Governmental administrative organs, which were to replace the
institutions that the British State had enforced upon Ireland, theyactually created a revolutionary crisis. No government dare allow
any rebel group to destroy its administrative institutions, because
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this means that two povers are seeking to govern the countryT

State can only maintain its prestigeby being the sovereign and un

challenged authority in theland. Hence, 1t was a revolutionarv art

when the Irish set up their State, in oPPosition to the sovereign

power which the English State wielded over Ireland.

Bit by bit, the British administrative institutions were renla4

by those created by,and administered through, the Dail Einean in

Dublin. This struggle in reality led to open war. heBritishgovern

ment viewed it as civil war, the Irish middle class viewed

national war, in which they were attempting toexpel a foreign in

vader, the vanguard of the Irish workers looked at the problem as

a class zvar. Viewing it as a civil war, the Bntish GOvernment

drafted in troops, organised their black and tan murderine

and plundering brigades, suppressed free speech and the press

They outlawed active rebels and brutally enforced martial law

The history. of Ireland during the last few years 1s the final reply

to those labour leaders of the Second International whostiif

fatuously prattle about democracy." Because it must be re

membered that in Ireland the democratic majority of the voters

gave their support to the policy which the British State has dis

nally and ingloriously failed to suppress. Viewing the struggle

at a national war, and looking upon FEngland as an alien invader.

the Irish set up their army and set up their institutions,in order

to drive the imperialistusurper from the land. And they adopted

a system of tactics which ranged from the dislocation of ali

English institutions to the deliberate destruction of the Dublin

Custom House building.

In addition to those in Ireland who viewed the conflict as a

national one, there are great numbers among the masses, influenced

by Connolly, and inspired by the recent rapid spread of Commumst

ideas, who see in a national war against British Imperialism, a

splendid means of also conducting a class war against the propertied

interests at home and abroad. These elements are striving to free

Ireland from all forms of class enslavement. Their ultimate object

is not so much an Irish Republic, as it is an Irish Workers' Republi.

They are influential and have taken their stand beside the dauntless

band of heroes who lead the fight in the Republican Army the

Republican Might which has compelled the proud British Govern

ment-armed with its tanks, aeroplanes. bombs. and other demo�

cratic instruments of persuasionto seek a truce with the leaders

of the rish Republic. The Connolly section in the Irish struggle

has responded with magnificent courage to the defence of lreland,

and have placed their services at the disposal of the Republican

leaders. But they are jealous lest their conhdence be betrayed
that the Republican figureheads compromise the situation.

Communists are growing more powerful every day, and t me

happen that the petty-bourgeoisie groups in the Sinn Fein movenment
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will yield to British Imperialism rather than yield to the revolu-
tionary demands of the lrish workers. In the measure that the
revolutionary proletariat grows strong in Ireland, so in the same
measure the middle-class Republicans, fearing that the Govern
mental power may pass trom their hands, may be tempted to seek
eome sort of compromise alllance with the British Government
Many middle-class elements are losing courage, but the cry of the
workers to De Valera is No compromise.

The history of Ireland during the past few years does not
seem to suggest that there 1s a power ful and determined Labour
movement in the country.This 1s due to the revolutionariescarry
ing out their plan that theimmediate needs of the class struggle
can be best served by throwing all their strength into the national
struggle against the British reactionaries, The moment, however,

that they realise that the interests of the working class are much
more urgent and more important than the nationalinterest,then we
shall witness a new development in the Irish situationby the
workers resolutely opposing those who are now their middle
class allies. At present, however, the biggestandmost dangerous
enemy is the British Government.

When the class struggle actually begins in Ireland,itnot only
will surprisemany moderate Sinn Feiners in the South, but it will

certainly startle the large capitalists of the North, who fondly
imagine that their workers are the most docile and superstitious

creatures in the world.

Whatever may happen in the future,there can be nothing but

praise for the clever and courageous policy that De Valera and his
colleagues have carried out, up to the presenttime, in their wonder
ful stand against all the savage measures enforced against Ireland
by the most brutal and callous governmentof recent times. Their

present peace parley with the British Government is in reality a
triumph for them in so far as it enables the Republicans torest and
re-invigoratetheir brave forces and to continue, if need be,the most
heroic struggle ever waged by a small nation against a cruel and
swaggering despotic imperialism.

V.

Lloyd George and Ireland

T now only remains to explain the reasons that prompted Lloyd
George, as the nominal political head of the British Govern

ment, to intervene in theIrish situation and to propose a com
Promise, He is,of all statesmen, the one with least principle,

and what he lacksin character and honesty is counterbalanced by a
Superabundance of shallow. middle-class cunning. He is the un

Challenged monarch of brazen prevarication. His guiding political



creed is how to hold political power in the interestsof the BritiL

Federation of Industries. At the present moment, his politial

future looks very black indeed. He sees every prospect of hie

GOvemment being smashed, or at the best hopelessly weakened b
the political triumph of the Liberal-Labour Party, led by thoe

enthusiasticmonarchist-Mr. J. H. T homas. The strong card ofth

Labour Party is the Government's policy in Ireland. Notwithst

ing the fact that the Labour Party's attitude on Ireland has he

one of characteristic cowardice and stupidity, it, nevertheless. hoa

to secure the votes of those who are determined to register

protest against the policy of Lloyd George. The LiberalPar

that shoddy political remnant led by Mr. Asquith, the murderer

of James Connolly--hopes to gain a teW votes in consequence of

the escapades of the Government's black and tans."" No one

better realises the common hatred that exists 1n the country against

the Government's Irish Policy than Lloyd George himself. Con

sequently, as the champion Jeremy Diddler ot the present genera

tion, he hopes, by making peacefulovertures to Ireland, to plunge

the country into a general election and to make Peace with Ire

land "his party slogan. By adopting such an attitude, he would.

simply undermine both the Liberal and Labour parties andmight

return triumphantly to power.

The political tactics of Lloyd George are as astoundingas
they are amazing. Here is a statesman who for years has carried

on one of the bitterest wars ever recorded in historya war asagainst

a small nation in which spies, provacateures and politicians have

allplayed a shabby part. A war in which terrorism, freand
plunder have been the normal instruments of intimidation. Tanks,
aeroplanes, bombs and machine guns have been hurled against the

Irish. Cut.throat black and tans, press censors, and a lying

newspaper campaign against the population have all failed in over
whelming the stubborn resistance of the sons and daughters of

Erin. And now with one sweep all these are ended and Mr. Lloyd

George calls for peace sweet peace with Ireland ! We repeatthe
whole game is a political mancuvre, one of the many political

stunts"by means of which governments are returned to power

under the prevailing system of hypocrital political democracy.

Lloyd George's political career, as a safe capitalist states

man began by swindling great masses of strikers over thebargain
counter of negotiations. His unfailing instinct as a negotiator s
not to solve difficulties, but to try andfind a point upon which he
can forcea disagreement among his enemies, divide them, and then

Pray them against each other to their mnutual destruction. He 1s

now seek�ng to play this cra fty game against Ireland. He knowS
that certain middle-class elements in Ireland are tiring of the
struggle, and are growing afraid of the advent of the revolutionary
working class. As a middle-class type himself, Lloyd George
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LoWS the badgeof his tribets proneness to compronnise whenknoted with difficulties thatdemand courage and sacrifice. He
Dlaying upon that to Smash the solidarity of the Irish

Penublicans and to reap a political triumph for himself out of
defeated Ireland. We sincerely hope that he will fail

Llovd George does not intend to give Ireland peace. If he.
e itwill be because the slaughtering of the Irish will be too.
onsiveto suit the Anti-Waste maniacs of the middle-class union.tho see ruin for themselves in the increasing burden of taxation

Never, in his long and tortuous career,has Lloyd George ever taken
astrong stand upon any political principle.

class, he meets every problem, not with aiePlcally middle
of solving it, but oftrving to discover the best way to avoid it. And he meets every

demand of labour, and of lreland, by granting only sufhcientas
will blunt the edge of their. gTievance.

No! The British Government will not grant freedom or
independence to Ireland; no one knows this more clearly thanthe
rebel proletariansof Ireland who realise that whatever they get wilt
only come as a result of having the power to take by tearing it
from the blood-red fist of a rapacious imperialism. They do not.
forget the words of Connolly, who said:

(e Tis Labour's faith that Labour's arm
Alone can Labour free.""

We, the Communists of the British Party, have a sacred duty
co perform in connection with the Irishquestion. We must help
Ireland 1n her struggle against Britain.

The Communist Party in assisting Ireland does so as part of
its international policy. We believe in a Republic for Ireland
because, that is precisely what the majority of the Irish workers.
want. We believe in helping Ireland becauseshe is the victim of
cepitalist imperialism, and we are against imperialism al the
time. It is nothing to us that our fight for Ireland brings us into
opposition with the imperialism of Britain, We are of theopinion
that no one has a greater moral right to resist British Impernalism
than the British working class. We agree with the murdered Karl
LiebknechtIf the German Socialists, for instance, were to
combat the English Government, and the English Socialists the
German Governmert, it would be a farce or somnething worse. Hte
who does not fight the enemy, Imperialism, represented by those
who stand opposed to him, face to face, but attacks those from
whom he is far away IS no Socialist, but a miserable hack
of the ruling class." As Communists we are opposed to

Imperialism. As British Communists we are particularly opposed
toBritish Imperialism. We scorn to hide our oppositionto British
imperialism. We will fight it by any and every means. Therefore,.
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because Ireland is engaged in a life and death struggle with
it,

we rally to her assistance.

The same principle
that makes us lend a helping hand to

Ireland, in itsfight against British domination, impels us to
assist

hsocalled backward nations,like India, Persia, and Egvnt
their onslaught upon the imperial power of Britain. As Or

we Conmmunists knotw that the samne troops, tanks,
machine-guns,

and other democratic instruments of capitalist persuasion,whicb

are sent to Ireland and elsewhere, are also hurled against us during

bie strike: We know that marines and machine guns He
dra fted into the mining areas during the miners' strike, and e

have seen tanks parade the streets of Glasgow and other citir

during an industrial upheaval. And just as the Communists a

the frst,are the most active in helping strikersto defeat the uli

class, so we place our assistance at the disposal of those natis

subjected by the same ruling class.

The Communist Party of Great Britain hails the dauntless

fhght of the Irish Republicans in their successful struggle against

the British Government. Unlike the Labour Party, which does not

desire to harass the Government during the present negotiations,

we defantly declare that it is our intention to so challenge the

Government, that it will gladly yield all the demands made by

the Irish Republicans. In lending every assistance to Ireland, it

is not only necessary for us to attack the Government, but also to

warn our Irish friends that the political and trade union leaders

ofthe British Labour movement are as dangerous to them aseven
a Lloyd George or a Hamar Greenwood. The cowardly ineptitude

of the Labour Party in the House of Commons, so far as Ireland

is concerned, is at once humiliating and treacherous. The bare

faced betrayals of Ireland and her workers by the British trade

union leaders is on a level par with that of theLabour Party. We
assure our Irish friends that these elements are being exposed by
the Communists.

But, above all, when the Irish proletariatdecide to take power

into their own hands, we shall be prepared to render them allthe

assistancethat is humanly possible. And we promise them,here
and now,that whatever cost we may have to pay, our life's blood

will be the test of our comradeship and the price of our solidarity.

12



HISTORICAL REPRINTS NO.16

FrontCover: British Forces on the roof of the Four Courts, Dublin, 1920.

Back Cover: Sketch which appeared on the cover of 1921 edition of this

booklet.


