" COISTE NAISIGNTA H-BHLOC/ARD MHACHA
NATIONAL H-BLOCK/ARMAGH COMMITTEE

30, Mountjoy Square, 30, Ceérnég Mhoinsed,
Dublin 1. . Baile Atha Cliath 1.
Tel. 747200 g Guthan 747200

25 NPT 1 I L O

56th. Day of Hunger Strike

Statement from Bebby Sands M.P.

I did not recuest at any time, for the Commission

to investigate« the demands of the political prisoners in t&

H Blocks and Armagh. I dismissed the first suggestion Dby J-
Hume of their intervention as rediculous. Later I said, on %L :
23rd Avril, that the case is cut and dried. The Republican
rolitical rrisoners will not cuompulsorily wear RBritish prison
clothing or compulsoriiy carry out work for the British prisor
administration. Ve wish to have association with each other

wvithin the confines of the prison.

Despite thés, and my lack of confidence in the Commission, T
stated that I vas prepared to meet any Furopean commissioners
provided advisors chosen by me and a representative of the

protesting prisoners were present,

These facilities were denied me. The legal submission and regues:
to the European Commission was made in good faith by my sist
Marcella who was mislead by Charles Haughy into believing that
Commission woutd deliver on the protesting prisoners. Mr Hauglicy
lead my family to believe that the British Government wanted a wcv
out of the dilemna in which they nov find themselves, and that thc
Commission's intervention was the vehicle for getting the British

off the H-Block/Armagh hook.

Because Mr. Haughey éave similar assurances to the confused ending
of the last huﬁger strike, because he has in féé£ the means to put
pressure, and th call publically on Britain to end the H-Block/Arnagh
crises and has consistently refused to do so, I viewéd his prompting

of my family as a cynical and a coldblooded manipulation of people




N

clearly vulnerable to this type' of pressure.

The Commiscion's intervention has been diversionary and has served

to aid British attempts to confuse the issue. The issue is tasic

and fundamental. TFour Republican political prisoners are cn

hunger strike on behalf of their HLO protesting comrades here in

the H-Blocks and Armagh. Our demands are reasonable and just.

Ve are on hunger strike and are prepared to die for them.

One of my comrades Frankie Hughes is in a steadily deterioratirg

condition, I eam on the 56th day of hunger strike, Patsy O Hara

and Weamond McCreesh are on the 35th day of hunger strike.

Tow that the Comrission discussion is out of the way,

confusicn deliberately _ created by its intervention, has
a1l once agein for the peorple

cleared, we the political prisoners

to support our demands.

The British Government has the ways and the means to concede

them, until they do the hunger strike continues.

and that the




